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Abstract

The study of lightlike geometry in semi-Riemannian manifolds was introduced by
A. Bejancu and K. L. Duggal in their book [3]. The book laid a foundation for the
study of lightlike submanifolds by providing some constructions on such subspaces.
In this research, we focus on the study of lightlike hypersurfaces of semi-Riemannian
manifolds, i.e. submanifolds of codimension one. In this line, we prove necessary and
sufficient conditions for a lightlike hypersurface of a semi-Riemannian space form
to be totally umbilical, screen conformal and screen almost conformal (see Theorem
2.5.2, 2.5.4 and 2.5.5).

Jabulile Khoza©School of Mathematics/Wits University 2020
khozajabulile6@gmail.com



Contents

0 Introduction and Objectives 1
0.1 Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

1 Preliminaries 2
1.1 Lightlike Vector spaces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
1.2 Semi-Riemannian Curvature . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

2 Lightlike Hypersurfaces 8
2.1 Lightlike Transversal Vector Bundle of a Lightlike Hypersurface . . . 8
2.2 The Induced Geometrical Objects on a Lightlike Hypersurface . . . . 9
2.3 Gauss-Codazzi equations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19
2.4 Umbilical hypersurfaces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26
2.5 Screen conformal hypersurfaces . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 34
2.6 Conclusions and Perspectives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43

Jabulile Khoza©School of Mathematics/Wits University 2020
khozajabulile6@gmail.com



Chapter

Introduction and Objectives

0.1 Introduction

In this research, we study the geometry of lightlike hypersurfaces in a semi-Riemannian
manifold. Lightlike hyperspaces have numerous applications in general relativity and
electromagnetism. For instance, in general relativity, lightlike hypersurfaces represent
different black hole horizons (see details in [3]). Unlike classical theory of nonde-
generate hypersurfaces, the normal bundle of a lightlike hypersurface is part of the
tangent bundle. This anomaly makes the study of lightlike hypersurfaces extremely
difficult. To overcome this challenge, A. Bejancu and K. L. Duggal introduced in [3]
the extrinsic approach to the study of lightlike geometry in which their approach
depends on a screen distribution of choice. And since the lightlike hypersurface is
Hausdorff and paracompact, such a screen distribution always exists. Following their
constructions, many scholars have studied lightlike hypersurfaces, see for instance
[7][10][11][12][14][15].

In this thesis, we study the geometry of lightlike hypersurfaces, with a specific
attention to totally umbilical and screen conformal ones. We prove new and necessary
conditions for which a lightlike hypersurface of a semi-Riemannian space form is
totally umbilical, screen conformal and almost screen conformal.

The rest of the thesis is arranged as follows: In Chapter 1, we present the basic
preliminaries needed in the rest of the document, In Chapter 2 we study the geometry
of lightlike hypersurfaces. In particular, we prove Theorem 2.5.2, 2.5.4 and 2.5.5)
which are the main contributions to this study.
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Chapter One

Preliminaries

1.1 Lightlike Vector spaces

Suppose that V is an m-dimensional vector space with a symmetric bilinear map
g : V × V → R. Then g is said to be degenerate on V if there exists a vector ξ ∈ V

with ξ ̸= 0, such that g(ξ, v) = 0, ∀v ∈ V . We say that V is nondegenerate if for any
given u ∈ V one has g(u, v) = 0 for all v ∈ V implies that u = 0. The set of all ξ
such that g degenerate is given by RadV = {ξ ∈ V : g(ξ, v) = 0,∀v ∈ V }, and RadV

is called the Radical/null space of V . We call the dimensions of RadV the nullity
degree of g, denoted by nullV . Clearly, g is degenerate if and only if nullV > 0, and
nondegenerate if and only if nullV = 0.[3]

Proposition 1.1.1. [3] g is degenerate if and only if nullV > 0.

Proof. ⇒ Suppose that g is degenerate, then RadV ̸= {0} which implies that nullV ̸=
0. Therefore, nullV > 0.

⇐ Suppose that nullV > 0, then RadV ̸= {0}. This implies that there exists a
ξ ̸= 0 such that g(ξ, v) = 0 for all v ∈ V . Therefore, g is degenerate.

Proposition 1.1.2. [3] g is nondegenerate if and only if nullV = 0.

Proof. ⇒ Suppose that g is nondegenerate, then RadV = {0} which implies that
nullV = 0.

⇐ Suppose that nullV = 0, then RadV = {0} which implies that g is nondegen-
erate.

In a case where g(v, v) > 0(g(v, v) < 0) for any nonzero v ∈ V , we say that g is
positive(negative) definite . If g(v, v) ≥ 0(g(v, v) ≤ 0) for any v ∈ V ; and if there
exits a nonzero u ∈ V such that g(u, v) ̸= 0, we say that g is positive(negative)
semi-definite for any nonzero v ∈ V .

Proposition 1.1.3. [3] Any positive or negative semi-definite g is degenerate.
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Lightlike Vector spaces 3

Proof. Suppose that g positive(negative) semi-definite, then by definition there exists
a nonzero u ∈ V such that g(u, v) ̸= 0 for all v ∈ V . This implies that RadV ̸= {0},
therefore g is degenerate.

Suppose that W is a subspace of V , then g|W : W ×W → R is a restriction of
g on W ×W and it is also a symmetric bilinear map on W . If q is the dimension of
the largest subspace W ⊂ V for which g|W is negative definite, then q is called the
index of g on V .[3]

It is convenient to write g in terms of its quadratic form. Since g is bilinear, then

g(v + w, v + w) = g(v, v + w) + g(w, v + w)

= g(v, v) + g(v, w) + g(w, v) + g(w,w)

= g(v, v) + 2g(v, w) + g(w,w),

for any v, w ∈ V . It follows that

g(v, w) =
1

2
[g(v + w, v + w)− g(v, v)− g(w,w).]

This equation can be rewritten as

g(v, w) =
1

2
[h(v, w)− h(v)− h(w)],

where h : V → R is the associated quadratic form of a symmetric bilinear map g

with h(v) = g(v, v) for all v ∈ V . Suppose that E = {e1, e2, · · · , em} is the basis of
V , then

h(v) = g(v, v)

= ⟨v, v⟩

=
m∑
i=1

⟨viei, viei⟩

=
m∑
i=1

(vi)2⟨ei, ei⟩

=
m∑
i=1

λi(v
i)2,

where λi ∈ R and vi are the components of V with respect to the basis E. h is said
to be of type (p, q, r) where p+ q + r = m, if there exists in p, q, and r coefficients of
λi which are positive, negative and zero, respectively. In this case q is the index and
r is the nullity degree of g in V . Generally, the canonical form h is not unique and
the type of h does not depend on the E chosen. [3]

Let h be the associated quadratic form of g of type (p, q, r) on V . Then we have
the following propositions:
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Lightlike Vector spaces 4

Proposition 1.1.4. [3] g is degenerate(nondegenerate) if and only if r > 0(r = 0).

Proof. We prove the first case by Proposition 1.1.1 and the second case by Proposi-
tion 1.1.2.

Case I: ⇒ Suppose that g is degenerate, then nullV > 0. It follows that r =

nullV > 0.
⇐ Suppose that r > 0, then r = nullV > 0. Thus, by Proposition 1.1.1 g is

degenerate.
Case II: ⇒ Suppose that g is nondegenerate nondegenerate, then r = nullV = 0.
⇐ Suppose that r = 0, then r = nullV = 0. Thus, by Proposition 1.1.2 g is

nondegenerate.

Proposition 1.1.5. [3] g is positive(negative) definite if and only if p = m(q = m).

Proof. Case I: ⇒ Suppose that g is positive definite, then g(v, v) > 0 for all nonzero
v ∈ V , and r = nullV = 0 by Proposition 1.1.4. Since g is not negative definite, by
definition q = 0 and p + q + r = p = m. ⇐ Suppose that p = m, then q = 0 and
r = 0. This implies that g is nondegenerate and g(v, v) > 0 for all nonzero v ∈ V .
Therefore, g is positive definite.

Case II: ⇒ Suppose that g is negative definite, then g(v, v) < 0 for all nonzero
v ∈ V , and r = nullV = 0 by Proposition 1.1.4. Since g is negative definite, by
definition q ̸= 0 and p = 0. So, p + q + r = q = m. ⇐ Suppose that q = m, then
p = 0 and r = 0. This implies that g is nondegenerate and g(v, v) < 0 for all nonzero
v ∈ V . Therefore, g is negative definite.

Proposition 1.1.6. [3] g is positive(negative) semi-definite if and only if q = 0, p >

0, r > 0(p = 0, q > 0, r > 0).

Proof. Case I : ⇒ Suppose that g is positive semi-definite, then g(v, v) > 0 for all
nonzero v ∈ V and there exists a nonzero u ∈ V such that g(u, v) = 0 for all v ∈ V .
As g(v, v) > 0, p > 0 and q = 0. Since g(u, v) = 0, then r > 0.

⇐ Suppose that q = 0, p > 0, r > 0. Then g(v, v) > 0 and r = nullV > 0, which
implies g is positive semi-definite by definition.

Case II: ⇒ Suppose that g is negative semi-definite, then g(v, v) < 0 for all
nonzero v ∈ V and there exists a nonzero u ∈ V such that g(u, v) = 0 for all v ∈ V .
As g(v, v) < 0, p = 0 and q > 0. Since g(u, v) = 0, then r > 0.

⇐ Suppose that p = 0, q > 0, r > 0. Then g(v, v) < 0 and r = nullV > 0, which
implies g is negative semi-definite by definition.

Let U = {ui, · · · , um} be an arbitrary basis of V . Then it is possible to express g
by an m ×m matrix G = [gij] with gij = g(ui, uj) where 1 ≤ i, j ≤ m. This matrix
is called the associated matrix of g with respect to the basis U . Moreover,
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Lightlike Vector spaces 5

gij = g(ui, uj)

= ⟨ui, uj⟩

=
m∑
i=1

⟨uiiei, uijei⟩

=
m∑
i=1

uiiu
i
j⟨ei, ei⟩

=
m∑
i=1

λiu
i
iu

i
j,

where {e1, · · · , ej} are the eigenvalues of G and λi are the corresponding eigenvalues.
Clearly, g is nondegenerate(degenerate) on V if and only if rank G = m(rank G < m).

In the case where g is nondegenerate, g is said to be a semi-Euclidean metric
and V is called semi-Euclidean space. A proper semi-Euclidean metric g is
such that p · q ̸= 0 and in this case V is called a proper semi-Euclidean space.
When g is positive definite, then g is a Euclidean metric and V Euclidean space.
A Lorentz (Minkowski) space V is defined by the Lorentz (Minkowski) metric
g where the the index q = 1. In the case where g is degenerate, V is said to be a
lightlike (degenerate) vector space. If g(v, v) > 0 or g = 0, we say that g is
spacelike. If g(v, v) < 0, we say that g is timelike. If g(v, v) = 0 or v ̸= 0, we say
that g is lightlike.

Definition 1.1.1. The map || · || : V → R is called the norm and it is such that

||v|| = |g(v, v)|
1
2 ,

for all v ∈ V .

Definition 1.1.2. [3] The set of all null vectors, Λ in a vector space V is defined by

Λ = {v ∈ (V − {0}), g(v, v) = 0}.

The proposition below provides a prove for the existence the lightlike vector.

Proposition 1.1.7. There exists a orthonormal basis of a semi-Euclidean space such
that V ̸= {0}.

Proof. Prove provided in page 3 of [3].

Example 1.1.1. [3] Suppose that E = {e1 = (1, 0, · · · , 0), · · · , em = (0, 0, · · · , 1)} is
the canonical basis of Rm equipped with a proper semi-Euclidean metric such that
for any 0 < q < m and x, y ∈ Rm
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g(x, y) = ⟨x, y⟩

=
m∑
i=1

⟨xiei, yiei⟩

=
m∑
i=1

xiyi⟨ei, ei⟩

=
m∑
i=1

xiyig(ei, ei)

= −
q∑

i=1

xiyi +
m∑

i=a=q+1

xaya.

The hypersurface Λm−1
q−1 of Rm

q is defined by

Λm−1
q−1 =

{
x ∈ (Rm

q − {0
}
),

q∑
i=1

(xi)2 +
m∑

a=q+1

(xi)2 = 0}

and it is called the null cone of V . Finally, Rm becomes a Euclidean space g given
by

g(x, y) =
m∑

A=1

xAyA.

[3]
The orthonormal basis E of V satisfies the Kronecker delta equation through the

relation

g(ei, ej) = eiδij =

{
1, if i = j,

0, if i ̸= j.

and we can express the vector v of V as

v =
m∑
i=1

ϵig(v, ei)ei.

The set of elements in the basis of E are called the signature of E and the associated
matrix can be rewritten as

h(v) = g(v, v) =
m∑
i=1

g(v, ei)
2.

Remark 1.1.1. In this research we are only interested in the orthonormal basis of a
semi-Euclidean space with a signature of the for (− · · · −+ · · ·+).
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Semi-Riemannian Curvature 7

1.2 Semi-Riemannian Curvature

Suppose that ∇ is a linear connection on (M, g), then for all X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM)

(∇Xg)(Y, Z) = X(g(Y, Z))− g(∇XY, Z)− g(Y,∇XZ) = 0 (1.1)

if and only if g is parallel with respect to g and we call ∇ a metric (Levi Civita)
connection. A result called Koszul formula gives that

2g(∇XY, Z) = X(g(Y, Z)) + Y (g(X,Z))− Z(g(X, Y ))

+ g([X, Y ], Z) + g([Z,X], Y )− g([Y, Z], X),

for all X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM). We define the curvature tensor of a semi-Riemannian
manifold by

R(X, Y )Z = ∇X∇YZ −∇Y∇XZ −∇[X,Y ]Z, (1.2)

for all X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM). Moreover, the torsion tensor is given by

T (X, Y ) = ∇XY −∇YX − [X, Y ]. (1.3)

In this case, we say ∇ is torsion free if and only if T = 0. If ∇ is torsion free, then
∇ is symmetric by definition. Bianchi developed two identities that described the
relationship between curvature tensors. The two Bianchi identities are given by

R(X, Y )Z +R(Y, Z)X +R(Z,X)Y = 0 (1.4)

and

(∇XR)(Y, Z,W ) + (∇̄YR)(Z,X,W ) + (∇ZR)(X, Y,W ) = 0. (1.5)

One more important definition, is the definition of the type-4 curvature tensor of the
semi-Riemannian manifold which is given by

R(X, Y, Z, U) = g(R(X, Y )Z,U), ∀X, Y, Z, U on M. (1.6)

This definition yields that

R(X, Y, Z, U) +R(Y,X,Z, U) = 0,

R(X, Y, Z, U) +R(X, Y, U, Z) = 0,

R(X, Y, Z, U)−R(Z,U,X, Y ) = 0.

[6]
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Chapter Two

Lightlike Hypersurfaces

2.1 Lightlike Transversal Vector Bundle of a Light-
like Hypersurface

By a lightlike hypersurface (M, g) of a semi-Riemannian manifold (M̄, ḡ), we mean
a co-dimension one submanifold of M̄ , such that the metric tensor g, which is the
restriction ḡx|TxM , for any x ∈ M , is lightlike (also known as degenerate). In par-
ticular, this means that there exists a non-zero section ξ such that g(ξ,X) = 0, for
any X tangent to M . Now, the radical subspace of TxM , at each point x ∈ M , de-
noted by RadTxM , is defined as RadTxM = {ξ ∈ TxM : gx(ξ,X), ∀X ∈ TxM}.
The dimension of RadTxM is called the nullity degree of g. As ξ is also orthogonal
to itself, one can easily see that the normal subspace TxM⊥ of M is also lightlike
and, moreover, RadTxM = TxM ∩ TxM

⊥. Since the dimension of TxM⊥ is one, it
follows that dimRadTxM = 1 and that RadTxM = TxM

⊥. Then, we call RadTM
the radical distribution of M .

The complementary and orthogonal vector bundle to RadTM in TM is called
the screen distribution of M , and often denoted by S(TM). We, therefore, have the
decomposition

TM = RadTM ⊥ S(TM), (2.1)

where “⊥" between vector subbundles means an orthogonal sum. It is easy to see
that S(TM) is a nondegenerate distribution on M , and its existence is secured by
the assumption that M is paracompact. Unfortunately, the screen distribution is not
unique, and often a lightlike hypersurface with a specific screen distribution is de-
noted as (M, g, S(TM)). The following result is fundamental to the study of lightlike
hypersurface:

Theorem 2.1.1 (Duggal-Bejancu [3]). Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface
of a semi-Riemannian manifold (M̄, ḡ). Then, there exists a unique vector bundle
tr(TM) of rank one, over M , such that for any nonzero section ξ of RadTM on a
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The Induced Geometrical Objects on a Lightlike Hypersurface 9

coordinate neighbourhood U of M , there exists a unique section N of tr(TM), on U,
such that ḡ(ξ,N) = 1, ḡ(N,N) = 0 and ḡ(N,X) = 0, for any X tangent to S(TM)|U.

Consider the decomposition

TM̄|M = S(TM) ⊥ S(TM)⊥.

It follows from Duggal-Bejancu theorem that

TM̄|M = S(TM)⊕orth (TM
⊥ ⊕ tr(TM))

= TM ⊕orth tr(TM).

Proposition 2.1.1. [3] Any screen distribution S(TM) of a lightlike hypersurface is
non-degenerate of constant index q − 1.

Proof. Given that u ̸= 0 and u ∈ S(TM) with g(u, v) = 0 for all v ∈ S(TM). By
definition of RadTM = TM⊥, g(u, ξ) = 0 for all ξ ∈ RadTM . And g(u,N) = 0 for all
N ∈ tr(TM). This implies that u ∈ TM⊥ or u ∈ tr(TM). This is a contradiction as
S(TM) and S(TM)⊥ are complimentary subspaces. Thus, S(TM) is non-degenerate.
As S(TM) is in M , then the index of S(TM) t < q. On the other hand, the restriction
of the induced metric on S(TM) is of index of t ≥ q− 1, since dimTuM

⊥ = 1. Hence
the index of S(TM) is of index q − 1.

Proposition 2.1.2. [3] Any screen distribution on a lightlike hypersurface of a Lorentz
manifold is Riemannian.

Proof. Suppose that (M, g) is a (n+1)-dimensional lightlike hypersurface of a (n+2)-
dimensional Lorentzian manifold (M̄, ḡ), with n ≥ 2. Since S(TM) is of index q − 1,
S(TM) is n dimensional. Since n ∈ R+, g(v, v) ≥ 0 for all nonzero v ∈ S(TM). But
g(v, v) ̸= 0 for all v ∈ S(TM), since S(TM) is nondegenerate. Hence, g(v, v) > 0

which implies that S(TM) is positive definite. Since the induced metric on S(TM) is
positive definite, then any screen distribution on a lightlike hypersurface of a Lorentz
manifold is Riemannian.

2.2 The Induced Geometrical Objects on a Lightlike
Hypersurface

Let (M, g) be a lightlike hypersurface of a (m + 2)-dimensional semi-Riemannian
manifold (M̄, ḡ). And suppose that ∇ and ∇̄ are linear connections connections on
M and M̄ , respectively. Since TM̄|M = TM ⊥ tr(TM). Then for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM)

and V ∈ Γ(tr(TM)) we have:

∇̄XY = ∇XY + h(X, Y ) (2.2)
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The Induced Geometrical Objects on a Lightlike Hypersurface 10

where ∇XY ∈ Γ(TM) and h(X, Y ) ∈ Γ(tr(TM)). And

∇̄XY = −AVX +∇t
XV, (2.3)

AVX ∈ Γ(TM) and ∇t
XV ∈ Γ(tr(TM)). ∇ and ∇t are called induced linear connec-

tion on M and tr(TM), respectively. Moreover, h and AV are said to be the second
fundamental form and the shape operator of M in M̄ , respectively.

Proposition 2.2.1. ∇ is torsion free.[3]

Proof. Since ∇̄ is symmetric, then by definition ∇̄ is torsion free. Moreover, by the
definition of torsion T and equation 2.2 we obtain

T (X, Y ) = ∇̄XY − ∇̄YX − [X, Y ]

0 = ∇XY − h(X, Y )−∇YX + h(Y,X)− [X, Y ]

0 = h(Y,X)− h(X, Y ) +∇XY −∇YX − [X, Y ].

Equating the components,
h(X, Y ) = h(Y,X)

and
[X, Y ] ≡ ∇XY −∇YX = 0.

The second equation implies that ∇ is symmetric. Thus, by definition ∇ is torsion
free.[9]

Proposition 2.2.2. h is a Γ(tr(TM))-valued symmetric F(M)-bilinear form on
Γ(TM).[3]

Proof. Suppose that f is a real valued function about p. Since

h(X, Y ) = ∇̄XY −∇XY,

by the definition of a connection:

1. h is additive in the first argument.

h(X + Z, Y ) = ∇̄X+ZY −∇X+ZY

= (∇̄XY + ∇̄ZY )− (∇XY +∇ZY )

= (∇̄XY −∇XY ) + (∇̄ZY −∇ZY )

= h(X, Y ) + h(Z, Y ).

2. h is additive in the second argument.

h(X, Y +W ) = ∇̄X(Y +W )−∇X(Y +W )

= ∇̄XY + ∇̄XW −∇XY −∇XW

= h(X, Y ) + h(X,W ).
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The Induced Geometrical Objects on a Lightlike Hypersurface 11

3. h is homogeneous in the first argument.

h(f(p)X, Y ) = ∇̄f(p)XY −∇f(p)XY

= f(p)∇̄XY − f(p)∇XY

= f(p)[∇̄XY −∇XY ]

= f(p)h(X, Y ).

4. h is homogeneous in the second argument.

h(X, fY ) = ∇̄XfY −∇XfY

= (Xf)Ypf(p) + f(p)∇̄XY − [(Xf)Ypf(p) + f(p)∇XY ]

= f(p)∇̄XY − f(p)∇XY

= f(p)[∇̄XY −∇XY ]

= f(p)h(X, Y ).

Since ∇ is a linear connection on Γ(tr(TM)), it follows that h is a Γ(tr(TM))-valued
symmetric F(M)-bilinear form on Γ(TM).[9]

Proposition 2.2.3. AV is a F(M)-linear operator on Γ(TM).[3]

Proof. Suppose that f is a real valued function about p, and let ∇t
XV and ∇X be

linear connections on Γ(TM). Then

AV (X + Z) = ∇t
X+ZV − ∇̄X+ZV

= ∇t
XV +∇t

ZV − (∇̄XV + ∇̄ZV )

= (∇t
XV − ∇̄XV ) + (∇t

ZV − ∇̄ZV )

= AVX + AVZ.

AV (f(p))X = ∇t
f(p)XV − ∇̄f(p)XV

= f(p)∇t
XV − [f(p)∇̄XV ]

= f(p)[∇t
XV − ∇̄XV ]

= f(p)AVX.

Thus, AV is a F(M)-linear operator on Γ(TM).[9]

Proposition 2.2.4. ∇t is a linear connection on the lightlike transversal vector bun-
dle tr(TM).[3]
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Proof. Recall that
∇t

XV = −AVX + ∇̄XV.

So, by proposition 2.2.3

∇t
X(V +W ) = −AV+WX + ∇̄X(V +W )

= −AVX − AWX + ∇̄XV + ∇̄XW

= −AVX + ∇̄XV − AWX + ∇̄XW

= ∇t
XV +∇t

XW.

∇t
X+Y V = −AV (X + Y ) + ∇̄X+Y V

= −AVX − AV Y + ∇̄XV + ∇̄Y V

= −AVX + ∇̄XV − AWX + ∇̄XW

= ∇t
XV +∇t

Y V.

∇t
f(p)XV = −AV (f(p)X) + ∇̄f(p)XV

= −f(p)AVX + f(p)∇̄XV

= f(p)[−AVX + ∇̄XV ]

= f(p)∇t
XV.

∇t
X(fV ) = −AfVX + ∇̄X(fV )

= −f(p)AVX + f(p)∇̄XV

= f(p)[−AVX + ∇̄XV ]

= f(p)∇t
XV.

Thus, ∇t is a linear connection on the lightlike transversal vector bundle tr(TM).[9]

Suppose that U ⊂M and the pair {ξ,N} is in the neighbourhood of M . We define
a F(U)-symmetric bilinear form B and a 1-form τ on U as follows,

B(X, Y ) = ḡ(h(X, Y ), ξ) (2.4)

and

τ(X) = ḡ(∇t
XN, ξ) (2.5)
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for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM |U).[3] Then the relationship between the elements of Γ(TM)

and Γ(tr(TM)) with respect to the second fundamental form, the shape operator,
the F(U)-symmetric bilinear form B and the 1-form τ on U is given by the Lemma
below.

Lemma 2.2.1. [3] h(X, Y ) = B(X, Y )N and ∇t
XN = τ(X)N .

Proof. By equation 2.4 and 2.5

ḡ(h(X, Y ), ξ) = B(X, Y )

= B(X, Y )ḡ(N, ξ)

= ḡ(B(X, Y )N, ξ).

And

ḡ(∇t
XN, ξ) = τ(X)

= τ(X)ḡ(N, ξ)

= ḡ(τ(X)N, ξ).

Therefore, we have that h(X, Y ) = B(X, Y )N and ∇t
XN = τ(X)N hold.

Now, equation 2.2 and 2.3 becomes

∇̄XY = ∇XY +B(X, Y )N (2.6)

and

∇̄XN = −ANX + τ(X)N, (2.7)

for allX, Y ∈ Γ(TM), respectively. As B is the only component of h on U with respect
to N , we call B the local second fundamental form of M , and the equations 2.6 , 2.7
the local Gauss and Weingarten formulae, respectively.[3]

Remark 2.2.1. The geometry of lightlike hypersurfaces depends on the choice of the
screen distribution. This is why we need to study the relationship between the geo-
metrical objects by two screen distribution that induced them.[3]

Theorem 2.2.1. [3] Let (g,M) be a lightlike hypersurface with screen distributions
S(TM) and S(TM)′ and second fundamental forms h and h′ with respect to the
transversal bundles tr(M) and tr(M)′, respectively. Then B = B′ on U.
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Proof. By equation 2.2 ∇̄XY = ∇XY + h(X, Y ) and ∇̄XY = ∇XY + h′(X, Y ).
Moreover, by equation 2.4 B(X, Y ) = ḡ(h(X, Y ), ξ) and B′(X, Y ) = ḡ(h′(X, Y ), ξ).
So

B(X, Y ) = ḡ(h(X, Y ), ξ)

= ḡ(∇̄XY −∇XY, ξ)

= ḡ(∇̄XY, ξ)− ḡ(∇XY, ξ)

= ḡ(∇̄XY, ξ).

Similarly, B′(X, Y ) = ḡ(∇̄XY, ξ). Therefore, B(X, Y ) = B′(X, Y ).

Remark 2.2.2. The statement B = B′ implies that the local fundamental form of M
does not depend on the choice of the screen distribution.[3]

We now introduce the following Lemma to prove that the second fundamental
form of a lightlike hypersurface is degenerate.

Lemma 2.2.2. [6] Since ∇̄ is a metric connection on M̄ , we have that

B(X, ξ) = 0, for all X ∈ Γ(TM |U). (2.8)

Proof. By equation 2.6
∇̄Xξ = ∇Xξ +B(X, ξ)N.

It follows that

ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ) = ḡ(∇Xξ, ξ) + ḡ(B(X, ξ)N, ξ)

= ḡ(∇Xξ, ξ) +B(X, ξ)ḡ(N, ξ)

= B(X, ξ).

Thus,
ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ) = B(X, ξ). (2.9)

Recall that a linear connection ∇̄ on (M̄, ḡ) is called a metric (Levi-Civita) connection
and g is parallel with respect to ∇̄, i.e

(∇̄Xg)(Y, Z) = X(g(Y, Z))− g(∇̄XY, Z)− g(Y, ∇̄XZ) = 0

for any X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM), then

X(g(Y, Z)) = g(∇̄XY, Z) + g(Y, ∇̄XZ).

It follows that,

X(ḡ(ξ, ξ)) = ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ) + ḡ(ξ, ∇̄Xξ)

0 = ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ) + ḡ(ξ, ∇̄Xξ)

0 = 2ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ)

⇒ ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ) = 0.
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Therefore,
B(X, ξ) = ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ) = 0.

Following the procedure from Differential Geometry by N. J. Hicks; We say that
two vector fields V,W are conjugate if B(V,W ) = 0. If a vector field V is self-
conjugate, i.e. B(V, V ) = 0. Then we say that V is an asymptotic vector field. The
following Lemma, follows from this definitions.

Lemma 2.2.3. Let M be a lightlike hypersurface, then any ξ ∈ Γ(TM⊥
|U) is conjugate

to any vector field X ∈M and ξ is an asymptotic vector field.[3]

Proof. By Lemma 2.2.2 B(X, ξ) = 0, for all X ∈ Γ(TM |U). So ξ is conjugate to any
vector field X ∈ M . Moreover, setting X = ξ we obtain B(ξ, ξ) = 0. Therefore, ξ is
an asymptotic vector field.

We now define second fundamental form and its corresponding shape operator for
the screen distribution. It is defined by projection morphism below.

Let P denote the projection morphism of Γ(TM) on Γ(S(TM)) with respect to
the decomposition TM = S(TM) ⊥ TM⊥. We obtain

∇XPY = ∇∗
XPY + h∗(X,PY ) (2.10)

and

∇XU = −A∗
UX +∇∗t

XU (2.11)

for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM) and U ∈ Γ(TM⊥), where∇∗
XY and A∗

UX are elements of
Γ(S(TM)), ∇ is a linear connection in Γ(S(TM)), ∇∗tis a linear connection in TM⊥.
h∗ is a Γ(TM)⊥-valued F(M)-bilinear from on Γ(TM) × Γ(S(TM)) and A∗

U is a
Γ(S(TM))-valued F(M)-linear operator on Γ(TM). We call h∗ the screen second
fundamental form and equation A∗

U the screen shape operator of S(TM).[6]
We now define the local screen fundamental form of S(TM) by

C(X,PY ) = ḡ(h∗(X,PY ), N) (2.12)

and define
ε(X) = ḡ(∇∗

Xξ,N), for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM).[3] (2.13)

Lemma 2.2.4. [3] ε(X) = −τ(X) for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM).

Jabulile Khoza©School of Mathematics/Wits University 2020
khozajabulile6@gmail.com



The Induced Geometrical Objects on a Lightlike Hypersurface 16

Proof. By equation 2.13 and 2.7

ε(X) = ḡ(∇∗t
Xξ,N)

= ḡ(∇Xξ + A∗
ξX,N)

= ḡ(∇Xξ,N) + ḡ(A∗
ξX,N)

= ḡ(∇Xξ,N)

= ḡ(∇̄Xξ,N)

= −ḡ(∇̄XN, ξ)

= −ḡ(−ANX + τ(X)N, ξ)

= ḡ(ANX, ξ)− τ(X)ḡ(N, ξ)

= −τ(X),

for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM).

by Lemma 2.2.1, equation 2.10 and 2.11 we obtain

∇XPY = ∇∗
XPY + C(X,PY )ξ, (2.14)

Moreover, by equation 2.15

∇Xξ = −A∗
ξX − τ(X)ξ, for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM). (2.15)

Remark 2.2.3. The second fundamental form of the screen distribution is also degen-
erate. The induced connection ∇ is unique and independent of S(TM) when h = 0.
In general, the induced connection ∇ is not a metric connection. To express this, we
define a local 1-form on U below.

Define a local 1-form η by

η(X) = ḡ(X,N), for all N ∈ Γ(TM)|U.

Theorem 2.2.2. [3] Let (g,M, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface, then:

1. A linear connection ∇∗ is a metric connection on S(TM) and

2. The induced connection ∇ on M satisfies

(∇Xg)(Y, Z) = B(X, Y )η(Z) +B(X,Z)η(Y ), (2.16)

for all X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM |U).

Proof. 1. Follows from equation 2.4 and 2.6.
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2. By equation 2.4 and Lemma 2.2.1, a metric connection ∇̄ on M and the defi-
nition of η, we get

0 = (∇̄X ḡ)(Y, Z)

= X(ḡ(Y, Z))− ḡ(∇̄XY, Z)− ḡ(Y, ∇̄XZ)

= X(g(Y, Z))− g(∇XY + h(X, Y ), Z)− g(Y,∇XZ + h(X,Z))

= X(g(Y, Z))− g(∇XY, Z)− g(h(X, Y ), Z)− g(Y,∇XZ)− g(Y, h(X,Z))

= X(g(Y, Z))− g(∇XY, Z)− g(Y,∇XZ)−B(X, Y )ḡ(Z,N)−B(X,Z)ḡ(Y,N)

= (∇Xg)(Y, Z)−B(X, Y )η(Z)−B(X,Z)η(Y ).

Thus, the connection ∇ on X is not a metric connection and satisfies

(∇Xg)(Y, Z) = B(X, Y )η(Z) +B(X,Z)η(Y ). (2.17)

Lightlike hypersurfaces, unlike the non-degenerate space do not have a second
fundamental form and the shape operator that are related by means of a metric
tensor field. By equation 2.4 and Lemma 2.2.1 we can introduce that following two
lemmas.

Lemma 2.2.5. [3] B(X, Y ) = g(A∗
ξX, Y ), g(A∗

ξX,N) = 0. for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM).

Proof. B(X, Y ) = g(A∗
ξX, Y ).

By equation 2.4 and Lemma 2.2.1 And

ḡ(∇̄XY, ξ) = ḡ(∇XY, ξ) + ḡ(B(X, Y )N, ξ)

= g(∇XY, ξ) +B(X, Y )ḡ(N, ξ)

= B(X, Y ).

Therefore,
B(X, Y ) = ḡ(∇̄XY, ξ).

Moreover, by equation 2.15

B(X, Y ) = ḡ(∇̄XY, ξ)

= −ḡ(∇̄Xξ, Y )

= −g(∇Xξ, Y )

= −g(−A∗
ξX − τ(X)ξ, Y )

= g(A∗
ξX, Y ) + ḡ(τ(X)ξ, Y )

= g(A∗
ξX, Y ).
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Note that ∇̄Xξ = ∇Xξ, since B(X, ξ) = 0 by Lemma 2.2.2 We now prove that

g(A∗
ξX,N) = 0.

By the definition ∇Xξ = −A∗
ξX − τ(x)ξ, for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM). It follows

ḡ(∇Xξ,N) = −ḡ(A∗
ξX,N)− τ(X)ḡ(ξ,N)

−ḡ(∇̄Xξ,N) = −ḡ(A∗
ξX,N)− τ(X)

−ḡ(∇̄XN, ξ) = −ḡ(A∗
ξX,N)− τ(X)

−ḡ(−A∗
NX + τ(X)N, ξ) = −ḡ(A∗

ξX,N)− τ(X)

ḡ(A∗
NX, ξ)− τ(X)ḡ(N, ξ) = −ḡ(A∗

ξX,N)− τ(X)

−τ(X) = −ḡ(A∗
ξX,N)− τ(X)

Therefore, g(A∗
ξX,N) = 0.

Lemma 2.2.6. [3] C(X,PY ) = g(ANX,PY ), ḡ(A∗
NY,N) = 0 for all X, Y ∈

Γ(TM).

Proof.
C(X,PY ) = g(ANX,PY ).

Note that just like in the case of B,

h∗(X,PY ) = C(X,PY )ξ.

Moreover, ∇∗
XY ∈ Γ(S(TM) and N ∈ tr(TM)) gives

C(X,PY ) = ḡ(h∗(X,PY ), N)

= ḡ(∇XPY −∇∗
XPY,N)

= ḡ(∇XPY,N)− ḡ(∇∗
XPY,N)

= ḡ(∇XPY,N)

= −ḡ(∇̄XPY,N)

= −ḡ(∇̄XN,PY )

= −ḡ(−ANX + τ(X)N,PY )

= ḡ(ANX,PY )− τ(X)ḡ(N,PY )

= g(ANX,PY ).

Moreover,

ḡ(ANY,N) = ḡ(τ(Y )N − ∇̄YN,N)

= ḡ(τ(Y )N,N)− ḡ(∇̄YN,N)

= 0.
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2.3 Gauss-Codazzi equations

This section is dedicated to the derivation of Gauss-Codazzi equations and other
related properties. Let ∇ be the connection on M and ∇̄ be the connection on M̄

with curvature tensors R and R̄, respectively. And suppose that (M, g, S(TM)) is a
lightlike hypersurface of of a semi-Riemannian manifold (M̄, ḡ).

Proposition 2.3.1. [3] The curvature tensor of R̄ is given by

R̄(X, Y )Z = R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X + (∇Xh)(Y, Z)− (∇Y h)(X,Z),

for any X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM).

Proof. We begin by the applying the definition of curvature tensor

R̄(X, Y )Z = ∇̄X∇̄YZ − ∇̄Y ∇̄XZ − ∇̄[X,Y ]Z

= ∇̄X [∇YZ + h(Y, Z)]− ∇̄Y [∇XZ + h(X,Z)]− [∇[X,Y ]Z + h([X, Y ], Z)]

= ∇̄X∇YZ + ∇̄Xh(Y, Z)− ∇̄Y∇XZ − ∇̄Y h(X,Z)−∇[X,Y ]Z − h([X, Y ], Z)

= ∇Y [∇XZ + h(X,Z)]−∇X [∇YZ + h(Y, Z)]−∇[X,Y ]Z − h([X, Y ], Z)

+ ∇̄Xh(Y, Z)− ∇̄Y h(X,Z).

Rearranging the equation we get

∇X∇YZ +∇Y h(X,Z)−∇X∇YZ −∇Xh(Y, Z)−∇[X,Y ]Z − h([X, Y ], Z)

+ ∇̄Xh(Y, Z)− ∇̄Y h(X,Z)

= ∇X∇YZ −∇X∇YZ −∇[X,Y ]Z +∇Y h(X,Z)−∇Xh(Y, Z)− h([X, Y ], Z)

+ ∇̄Xh(Y, Z)− ∇̄Y h(X,Z)

= R(X, Y )Z +∇Y h(X,Z)−∇Xh(Y, Z) + ∇̄Xh(Y, Z)− ∇̄Y h(X,Z)− h([X, Y ], Z).

Since ∇̄XV = −AVX +∇t
XV then ∇̄Xh(Y, Z) = −Ah(Y,Z)X +∇t

Xh(Y, Z). It follows
that

R(X, Y )Z +∇Y h(X,Z)−∇Xh(Y, Z) + [−Ah(Y,Z)X +∇t
Xh(Y, Z)]

− [−Ah(X,Z)Y +∇t
Y h(X,Z)]− h([X, Y ], Z)

= R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X −∇t
Y h(X,Z) +∇t

Xh(Y, Z) +∇Y h(X,Z)

−∇Xh(Y, Z)− h([X, Y ], Z)

= R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X −∇t
Y h(X,Z) +∇t

Xh(Y, Z) +∇Y h(X,Z)

−∇Xh(Y, Z)− h([∇YX −∇XY ], Z)

= R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X −∇t
Y h(X,Z) +∇t

Xh(Y, Z) +∇Y h(X,Z)

−∇Xh(Y, Z)− h(∇YX,Z) + h(∇XY, Z).
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Set

(∇Xh)(Y, Z) = ∇t
X(h(Y, Z))− h(∇Xy, Z)− h(Y,∇XZ). (2.18)

Then

R̄(X, Y )Z = R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X + [∇t
Xh(Y, Z)− h(∇XY, Z)− h(Y,∇XZ)]

− [∇t
Y h(X,Z)− h(∇YX,Z)− h(X,∇YZ)]

= R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X + (∇Xh)(Y, Z)− (∇Y h)(X,Z).

Proposition 2.3.2. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, PW ) = g(R(X, Y )Z, PW )− ḡ(h(X,Z), h∗(Y, PW ))− ḡ(h(Y, Z), h∗(X,PW )).

Proof. By Proposition 2.3.1

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, PW ) = ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, PW )

−ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X,PW ) + ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), PW )− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), PW ).

Since Ah(X,Z)Y = (∇t
Y h(X,Z)− ∇̄Y h(X,Z)) we have

ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ((∇t
Y h(X,Z)− ∇̄Y h(X,Z)), PW )− ḡ((∇t

Xh(Y, Z)− ∇̄Xh(Y, Z)), PW )

+ ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), PW )− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), PW )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(∇t
Y h(X,Z), PW )− ḡ(∇̄Y h(X,Z), PW )

− ḡ(∇t
Xh(Y, Z), PW ) + ḡ(∇̄Xh(Y, Z), PW )

+ ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), PW )− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), PW )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(∇t
Y h(X,Z), PW )− ḡ(∇̄Y h(X,Z), PW )

− ḡ(∇t
Xh(Y, Z), PW ) + ḡ(∇̄Xh(Y, Z), PW )

+ ḡ([∇t
Xh(Y, Z)− h(∇XY, Z)− h(Y,∇XZ)], PW )

− ḡ([∇t
Y h(X,Z)− h(∇YX,Z)− h(X,∇YZ)], PW ).

Moreover,

ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(∇t
Y h(X,Z), PW )− ḡ(∇̄Y h(X,Z), PW )− ḡ(∇t

Xh(Y, Z), PW )

+ ḡ(∇̄Xh(Y, Z), PW ) + ḡ(∇t
Xh(Y, Z), PW )− ḡ(h(∇XY, Z), PW )− ḡ(h(Y,∇XZ), PW )

− ḡ(∇t
Y h(X,Z), PW ) + ḡ(h(∇YX,Z), PW ) + ḡ(h(X,∇YZ), PW )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW )− ḡ(h(Y,∇XZ), PW ) + ḡ(h(X,∇YZ), PW )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW )− ḡ(h(Y, Z),∇XPW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z),∇Y PW ).
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By definition ∇XPW = ∇∗
XPW + h∗(X,PW ), so

ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW )− ḡ(h(Y, Z),∇∗
XPW + h∗(X,PW )) + ḡ(h(X,Z),∇∗

Y PW + h∗(Y, PW ))

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW )− ḡ(h(Y, Z),∇∗
XPW )− ḡ(h(Y, Z), h∗(X,PW ))

+ ḡ(h(X,Z),∇∗
Y PW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z), h∗(Y, PW ))

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z), h∗(Y, PW ))− ḡ(h(Y, Z), h∗(X,PW ))

− ḡ(h(Y, Z),∇∗
XPW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z),∇∗

Y PW ).

Since h(X, Y ) = B(X, Y )N we obtain

ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z), h∗(Y, PW ))− ḡ(h(Y, Z), h∗(X,PW ))

− ḡ(B(Y, Z)N,∇∗
XPW ) + ḡ(B(X,Z)N,∇∗

Y PW )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z), h∗(Y, PW ))− ḡ(h(Y, Z), h∗(X,PW ))

−B(Y, Z)ḡ(N,∇∗
XPW ) +B(X,Z)ḡ(N,∇∗

Y PW )

= g(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z), h∗(Y, PW ))− ḡ(h(Y, Z), h∗(X,PW )),

where ∇∗
XW , ∇∗

YW ∈ Γ(S(TM)) and N ∈ tr(TM)).

Proposition 2.3.3. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z,U) = ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z)− ḡ(∇Y h)(X,Z), U)

for any X, Y, Z,W ∈ Γ(TM) and U ∈ Γ(TM⊥).

Proof. By Proposition 2.3.1, Proposition 2.3.2 and since (X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM) and U ∈
Γ(Rad (TM))

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z,U)

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z,U) + ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, U)− ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X,U)

+ ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), U)− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), U)

= R(X, Y )ḡ(Z,U) + Ah(X,Z)ḡ(Y, U)− Ah(Y,Z)ḡ(X,U)

+ ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), U)− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), U)

= ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), U)− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), U)

= ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z)− ḡ(∇Y h)(X,Z), U).

Proposition 2.3.4. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, V ) = ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, V )

and
R(X, Y )U = R̄(X, Y )U

for all X, Y, Z,W ∈ Γ(TM), U ∈ Γ(TM⊥) and V ∈ Γ(tr(TM)).
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Proof. By Proposition 2.3.1, Proposition 2.3.2

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, V )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, V ) + ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, V )− ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X, V )

+ ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), V )− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), V )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, V ) + ḡ(∇t
Y h(X,Z), V )− ḡ(∇̄Y h(X,Z), V )

− ḡ(∇t
Xh(Y, Z), V ) + ḡ(∇̄Xh(Y, Z), V )

+ ḡ([∇t
Xh(Y, Z)− h(∇XY, Z)− h(Y,∇XZ)], V )

− ḡ([∇t
Y h(X,Z)− h(∇YX,Z)− h(X,∇YZ)], V )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, V ) +B(X,Z)ḡ(∇t
YN, V )−B(X,Z)ḡ(∇̄YN, V )−B(Y, Z)ḡ(∇t

XN, V )

+B(Y, Z)ḡ(∇̄XN, V ) + ḡ[(∇t
XB(Y, Z)−B(∇XY, Z)−B(Y,∇XZ)]N, V )

− ḡ([∇t
YB(X,Z)−B(∇YX,Z)−B(X,∇YZ)]N, V )

= ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, V ),

where N ∈ tr(TM) and V ∈ Γ(tr(TM)). If we replace Z by U in the above equation
we obtain

R(X, Y )U = R̄(X, Y )U,

for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM) and U ∈ Γ(TM⊥).

Note that the relations we proved in Proposition 2.3.2, Proposition 2.3.3 and
Proposition 2.3.4 are called the Gauss-Codazzi equations of the lightlike hyper-
surface (M, g, S(TM)). However, replacing Z by U in the mentioned propositions
yields R̄(X, Y )U = R(X, Y )U for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM) and U ∈ Γ(TM⊥). Thus, the re-
striction of the lightlike hypersurface (M, g, S(TM)) of curvature ∇ on TM⊥ does not
depend on the screen distribution S(TM). If we consider {ξ,N} on a neighbourhood
U ⊂M then we have the following relations stated as propositions below.

Proposition 2.3.5. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, PW ) = g(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) +B(X,Z)C(Y, PW )−B(Y, Z)C(X,PW ).

Proof. By Proposition 2.3.1 to Proposition 2.3.4

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, PW )

= g(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(h(X,Z), h∗(Y, PW ))− ḡ(h(Y, Z), h∗(X,PW ))

= g(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) + ḡ(B(X,Z)N,C(Y, PW )ξ)− ḡ(B(Y, Z)N,C(X,PW )ξ)

= g(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) +B(X,Z)C(Y, PW )ḡ(N, ξ)−B(Y, Z)C(X,PW )ḡ(N, ξ)

= g(R(X, Y )Z, PW ) +B(X,Z)C(Y, PW )−B(Y, Z)C(X,PW ).
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Proposition 2.3.6. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, ξ) = (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z) +B(Y, Z)τ(X)−B(X,Z)τ(Y ).

Proof. By Proposition 2.3.1 to Proposition 2.3.4

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, ξ) = ḡ(R(X, Y )Z, ξ) + ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, ξ)− ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X, ξ) + ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, Z), ξ)

− ḡ((∇Y h)(X,Z), ξ)

= R(X, Y )ḡ(Z, ξ) + ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, ξ)− ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X, ξ) + ḡ([∇t
Xh(Y, Z)

− h(∇XY, Z)− h(Y,∇XZ)], ξ)− ḡ([∇t
Y h(X,Z)− h(∇YX,Z)− h(X,∇YZ)], ξ).

Set (∇XB)(Y, Z) = X(B(Y, Z))−B(∇XY, Z)−B(Y,∇XZ) then

ḡ(R̄(X,Y )Z, ξ)

= ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, ξ)− ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X, ξ) + ḡ([∇t
XB(Y, Z)−B(∇XY, Z)−B(Y,∇XZ)]N, ξ)

− ḡ([∇t
YB(X,Z)−B(∇YX,Z)−B(X,∇YZ)]N, ξ)

= ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, ξ)− ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X, ξ) + [∇t
XB(Y, Z)−B(∇XY, Z)−B(Y,∇XZ)]ḡ(N, ξ)

− [∇t
YB(X,Z)−B(∇YX,Z)−B(X,∇YZ)]ḡ(N, ξ)

= ḡ(Ah(X,Z)Y, ξ)− ḡ(Ah(Y,Z)X, ξ) + (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z)

= (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z) + ḡ(∇t
Y h(X,Z), ξ)− ḡ(∇̄Y h(X,Z), ξ)

− ḡ(∇t
Xh(Y, Z), ξ)− ḡ(∇̄Xh(Y, Z), ξ).

Since ∇̄XN, ξ = −ANY + τ(Y )N , it follows that

ḡ(R̄(X,Y )Z, ξ)

= (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z) +B(X,Z)ḡ(∇t
YN, ξ)−B(X,Z)ḡ(∇̄YN, ξ)

− (Y, Z)ḡ(∇t
XN, ξ)−B(Y, Z)ḡ(∇̄XN, ξ)

= (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z) +B(X,Z)ḡ(∇t
YN, ξ)−B(X,Z)ḡ(−ANY + τ(Y )N, ξ)

− (Y, Z)ḡ(∇t
XN, ξ)−B(Y, Z)ḡ(−ANX + τ(X)N, ξ)

= (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z) +B(X,Z)ḡτ(X)−B(X,Z)ḡ(−ANY, ξ)−B(X,Z)ḡ(τ(Y )N, ξ)

−B(Y, Z)τ(Y )−B(Y, Z)ḡ(−ANX, ξ)−B(Y, Z)ḡ(τ(X)N, ξ).

By the definition of ξ

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, ξ) = (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z)−B(Y, Z)τ(X) +B(X,Z)τ(Y ).

Proposition 2.3.7. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z,N) = ḡ(R(X, Y )Z,N).
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Proof. By Proposition 2.3.1 to Proposition 2.3.4 ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z,N) = ḡ(R(X, Y )Z,N)

for all N ∈ tr(TM)).

Remark 2.3.1. Note that the above proposition gives that these lightlike hyperspaces
have symmetric shape operators for any given screen distribution S(TM) with respect
to the second fundamental form B of M . So the relations below hold.

Proposition 2.3.8. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

g(R(X, Y )PZ, PW ) = g(R∗(X, Y )PZ, PW )+C(X,PZ)B(Y, PW )−C(Y, PZ)B(X,PW ).

Proof. We have shown that B(X, Y ) = ḡ( ¯∇XY, ξ). Rearranging the equation we
obtain

g((∇Xh
∗)(Y, PZ), PW )− g((∇Y h

∗)(X,PZ), PW )

=g([∇t
Xh

∗(Y, PZ)− h∗(∇XY, PZ)− h∗(Y,∇XPZ)], PW )

− g([∇t
Y h

∗(X,PZ)− h∗(∇YX,PZ)− h∗(X,∇Y PZ)], PW )

= g(∇t
Xh

∗(Y, PZ), PW )− g(h∗(∇XY, PZ), PW )− g(h∗(Y,∇XPZ), PW )

− g(∇t
Y h

∗(X,PZ), PW ) + g(h∗(∇YX,PZ), PW ) + g(h∗(X,∇Y PZ), PW ).

By definition of C, C(X,PY )ξ = h∗(X,PY ), so

g(∇t
Xh

∗(Y, PZ), PW )− g(h∗(∇XY, PZ), PW )− g(h∗(Y,∇XPZ), PW )

− g(∇t
Y h

∗(X,PZ), PW ) + g(h∗(∇YX,PZ), PW ) + g(h∗(X,∇Y PZ), PW )

= C(Y, PZ)g(∇t
Xξ, PW )− C(Y, PZ)g(∇Xξ, PZ), PW )− C(Y, PZ)g(∇Xξ, PW )

− C(X,PZ)g(∇t
Y ξ, PW ) + C(X,PZ)g(∇Y ξ, PW ) + C(X,PZ)g(∇Y ξ, PW )

= −2C(Y, PZ)B(X,PW ) + 2C(X,PZ)B(Y, PW ).

Moreover,

g(Ah∗(X,PZ)Y , PW )− g(Ah∗(Y,PZ)X,PW )

= g(∇t
Y h

∗(X,PZ), PW )− g(∇Y h
∗(X,PZ), PW )− g(∇t

Xh
∗(Y, PZ), PW )

+ g(∇Xh
∗(Y, PZ), PW )

= C(X,PZ)g(∇t
Y ξ, PW )− C(X,PZ)g(∇Y ξ, PW )− C(Y, PZ)g(∇t

Xξ, PW )

+ C(Y, PZ)g(∇Xξ, PW )

= C(Y, PZ)B(X,PZ)− C(X,PZ)B(Y, PW )).
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Therefore,

g(R(X,Y )PZ, PW )

= g(R(X, Y )PZ, PW ) + g(Ah(X,PZ)Y, PW )− g(Ah(Y,PZ)X,PW )

+ g((∇Xh)(Y, PZ), PW )− g((∇Y h)(X,PZ), PW )

= g(R∗(X, Y )PZ, PW ) + g(Ah∗(X,PZ)Y, PW )− g(Ah∗(Y,PZ)X,PW )

+ g((∇Xh
∗)(Y, PZ), PW )− g((∇Y h

∗)(X,PZ), PW )

= g(R∗(X, Y )PZ, PW ) + C(Y, PZ)B(X,PZ)− C(X,PZ)B(Y, PW )

− 2C(Y, PZ)B(X,PW ) + 2C(X,PZ)B(Y, PW )

= g(R∗(X, Y )PZ, PW ) + C(X,PZ)B(Y, PW )− C(Y, PZ)B(X,PW ).

Proposition 2.3.9. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R(X, Y )PZ,N) = (∇XC)(Y, PZ)−(∇YC)(X,PZ)+τ(Y )C(X,PZ)−τ(X)C(Y, PZ).

Proof.

ḡ(Ah(X,PZ)Y,N) = C(X,PZ)ḡ(∇t
Y ξ,N)− C(X,PZ)ḡ(∇̄Y ξ,N)

= C(X,PZ)ḡ(∇t
YN, ξ)− C(X,PZ)∇̄Y ḡ(ξ,N)

= C(X,PZ)τ(Y ).

Similarly,
ḡ(Ah(Y,PZ)X,N) = C(Y, PZ)τ(X).

Moreover,

ḡ((∇Xh)(Y, PZ) = [∇t
XC(Y, PZ)− C(∇XY, PZ)− C(Y,∇XPZ)]ḡ(ξ,N)

= (∇XC)(Y, PZ).

Since ḡ((∇Y h)(X,PZ) = (∇YC)(X,PZ), thus

ḡ(R(X, Y )PZ,N) = g(R(X, Y )PZ,N) + g(Ah(X,PZ)Y,N)− g(Ah(Y,PZ)X,N)

+ g((∇Xh)(Y, PZ), N)− g((∇Y h)(X,PZ), N)

= (∇XC)(Y, PZ)− (∇YC)(X,PZ) + τ(Y )C(X,PZ)− τ(X)C(Y, PZ).

Proposition 2.3.10. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ) then

ḡ(R(X, Y )ξ,N) = C(Y,A∗ξX)− C(X,A∗ξY )− 2dτ(X, Y ).
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Proof. By Proposition 2.3.9

ḡ(R(X, Y )ξ,N) = −ḡ(h(X,∇Xξ), N) + ḡ(h(Y,∇Y ξ), N)

= ḡ(h(Y,A∗
ξX,N) + ḡ(h(Y, τ(X)ξ), N)− ḡ(h(X,A∗

ξY,N)− ḡ(h(X, τ(Y )ξ), N)

= C(Y,A∗ξX) + ḡ(h(Y, τ(X)ξ), N)− C(X,A∗ξY )− ḡ(h(X, τ(Y )ξ), N)

= C(Y,A∗ξX)− C(X,A∗ξY )− 2dτ(X, Y ).

We now have sufficient information to define total curvature for lightlike hyper-
surfaces of the form (M, g, S(TM)). We begin by defining a null plane H of TxM̄ .

Definition 2.3.1. [3] Let U be the null vector of TxM̄ with x ∈ M̄ such that for any
W ∈ H there exists Wo ∈ H with ḡx(Wo,Wo) ̸= 0. Then we say a plane H of TxM̄ is
a null plane directed by U if U ∈ H.

Definition 2.3.2. [3] The null sectional curvature of H with respect to U and ∇
is given by

KU(H) =
ḡx(R̄(W,U)U,W )

ḡx(W,W )
,

where W is an arbitrary nondegenerate vector in H.

So, KU(H) depends on a quadratic fashion on U but it is independent of W .

2.4 Umbilical hypersurfaces

Recall that for a (m+2)-dimensional semi-Riemannian manifold (M̄, ḡ) with a light-
like hypersurface (M, g, S(TM)), we say that u ∈M is umbilical if

Bu(Xu, Yu) = kgu(Xu, Yu), for all Xu, Yu ∈ TuM, (2.19)

where B is the local second fundamental form of M about u and k ∈ R. Note that
B is independent of U which is the neighbourhood around u. Take U∗ about u, then
we see that B∗ = αB on U ∩ U∗ where α ̸= 0 and α is a C∞ function. So

B∗ = αB = αBu(Xu, Yu) = αkgu(Xu, Yu), for all Xu, Yu ∈ TuM.

Furthermore, M is said to be totally umbilical if it is umbilical for each u ∈M .[3]

Proposition 2.4.1. [3] M is totally umbilical if and only if locally, on each U there
exists a C∞ function ρ such that

B(X, Y ) = ρg(X, Y ) for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM |U).
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Proof. ⇒ Suppose that M is totally umbilical, then by definition, each u ∈ M is
totally umbilical. If we take U∗ about u, then we see that B∗ = αB on U∩U∗ where
α ̸= 0 and α is a C∞ function. So

B∗ = αB = αBu(Xu, Yu) = αkgu(Xu, Yu), for all Xu, Yu ∈ TuM.

If we set ρ = αk we get that

B(X, Y ) = ρg(X, Y ) for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM |U),

and ρ is a C∞ function on U. Since ρ was arbitrary, this statement holds for all ρ ∈ U.
⇐ Suppose that locally, on each U there exists a C∞ function ρ such that

B(X, Y ) = ρg(X, Y ) for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM |U).

This implies that all the points ρ of M are umbilical. Then by definition M is totally
umbilical.

As we have discussed in the previous chapters B is independent of the screen
distribution of M .

Theorem 2.4.1. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a totally umbilical lightlike hypersurface
of a (m+2)-dimensional semi-Riemannian manifold of constant curvature (M̄(c), ḡ);
then ρ from B(X, Y ) = ρg(X, Y ) satisfies

ξρ+ ρτ(ξ)− ρ2 = 0,

and the curvature tensor of M is given by

R(X, Y )Z = c[g(Y, Z)X − g(X,Z)Y ] + ρ[g(Y, Z)ANX − g(X,Z)ANY ]

for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM |U). Furthermore, if m > 1 then ρ satisfies the partial differential
equation

PX(ρ) + ρτ(PX) = 0,

for all X ∈ Γ(TM |U).

Proof. By Proposition 2.3.3 we have that

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, ξ) = (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z) +B(Y, Z)τ(X)−B(X,Z)τ(Y ).

Consider the relation

(∇Xg)(Y, Z) = B(X, Y )η(Z) +B(X,Z)η(Y ).
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By the definition of totally umbilical lightlike surfaces and product rule we obtain

(∇XB)(Y, Z) = XB(Y, Z)−B(∇XY, Z)−B(Y,∇XZ)

= X[ρg(Y, Z)]− ρg(∇XY, Z)− ρg(Y,∇XZ)

= (Xρ)g(Y, Z) + ρXg(Y, Z)− ρg(∇XY, Z)− ρg(Y,∇XZ)

= (Xρ)g(Y, Z) + ρ[Xg(Y, Z)− g(∇XY, Z)− g(Y,∇XZ)]

= (Xρ)g(Y, Z) + ρ[(∇Xg)(Y, Z)]

= (Xρ)g(Y, Z) + ρ[B(X, Y )η(Z) +B(X,Z)η(Y )]

= (Xρ)g(Y, Z) + ρ2[g(X, Y )η(Z) + g(X,Z)η(Y )].

Similarly for the second term we obtain

(∇YB)(X,Z) = (Y ρ)g(X,Z) + ρ2[g(Y,X)η(Z) + g(Y, Z)η(X)].

The third term and the fourth term are given by

B(Y, Z)τ(X) = ρg(Y, Z)τ(X)

and
B(X,Z)τ(Y ) = ρg(X,Z)τ(Y ),

respectively. Since ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, ξ) = 0, it follows that

(∇XB)(Y, Z) +B(Y, Z)τ(X) = (∇YB)(X,Z) +B(X,Z)τ(Y ).

By substitution

(Xρ)g(Y, Z) + ρ2[g(X, Y )η(Z) + g(X,Z)η(Y )] + ρg(Y, Z)τ(X)

= (Y ρ)g(X,Z) + ρ2[g(Y,X)η(Z) + g(Y, Z)η(X)] + ρg(X,Z)τ(Y ).

Eliminating the like terms

(Xρ)g(Y, Z) + ρ2[g(X,Z)η(Y )] + ρg(Y, Z)τ(X)

= (Y ρ)g(X,Z) + ρ2[g(Y, Z)η(X)] + ρg(X,Z)τ(Y ).

Rearranging the equation and by definition η(X) = ḡ(N,X) = 1, so

[Xρ+ ρτ(X)− ρ2η(X)]g(Y, Z) = [Y ρ+ ρτ(Y )− ρ2η(Y )]g(X,Z). (2.20)

Setting X = ξ, we obtain

[ξρ+ ρτ(ξ)− ρ2]g(Y, Z) = [Y ρ+ ρτ(Y )− ρ2η(Y )]g(ξ, Z)
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By the definition of ξ, the right hand side is equal to zero. So

[ξρ+ ρτ(ξ)− ρ2)]g(Y, Z) = 0.

Since Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM |U) are in S(TM) then g(Y, Z) ̸= 0. Thus

ξρ+ ρτ(ξ)− ρ2 = 0,

as required.
By definition R̄(X, Y )Z = c[g(Y, Z)X − g(X,Z)Y ], then by Proposition 2.3.1

R̄(X, Y )Z = R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X + (∇Xh)(Y, Z)− (∇Y h)(X,Z).

It follows that

Ah(X,Z)Y = ∇t
Y h(X,Z)− ∇̄Y h(X,Z)

= ∇t
YB(X,Z)N − ∇̄YB(X,Z)N

= ∇t
YNρg(X,Z)− ∇̄YNρg(X,Z)

= ρg(X,Z)τ(Y )N − ρg(X,Z)[−ANY + τ(Y )N ]

= ρg(X,Z)ANY.

Similarly,
Ah(Y,Z)X = ρg(Y, Z)ANX.

So

R̄(X, Y )Z = R(X, Y )Z + Ah(X,Z)Y − Ah(Y,Z)X + (∇Xh)(Y, Z)− (∇Y h)(X,Z)

c[g(Y, Z)X − g(X,Z)Y ] = R(X, Y )Z + ρg(X,Z)ANY − ρg(Y, Z)ANX + (∇Xh)(Y, Z)

− (∇Y h)(X,Z).

Since (∇Xh)(Y, Z)− (∇Y h)(X,Z) is not tangential, when we equate the components
we obtain

c[g(Y, Z)X − g(X,Z)Y ] = R(X, Y )Z + ρg(X,Z)ANY − ρg(Y, Z)ANX.

Therefore,

R(X, Y )Z = c[g(Y, Z)X − g(X,Z)Y ] + ρ[g(Y, Z)ANX − g(X,Z)ANY ].

Since

[Xρ+ ρτ(X)− ρ2]g(Y, Z) = [Y ρ+ ρτ(Y )− ρ2η(Y )]g(X,Z).
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Let X = PX, Y = PY and Z = PZ, when we take into account that S(TM) is
nondegenerate we obtain

[PX(ρ) + ρτ(PX)− ρ2η(PX)]g(PY, PZ) = [PY (ρ) + ρτ(PY )− ρ2η(PY )]g(PX,PZ)

(2.21)

[PX(ρ) + ρτ(PX)]PY = [PY (ρ) + ρτ(PY )]PX. (2.22)

Suppose that there exist X0 ∈ Γ(TM |U) with PX0(ρ) + ρτ(PX0) ̸= 0 at a point u ∈
M . This implies that equation 2.21 is such that all the fibres of S(TM)u are colinear
with (PX0)u. This is a contradiction since dim (S(TM)u) = m > 1. Therefore,

PX(ρ) + ρτ(PX) = 0,

for all X ∈ Γ(TM |U) as required.

Theorem 2.4.2. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a totally umbilical lightlike hypersurface
of a (m+2)-dimensional semi-Riemannian manifold of constant curvature (M̄(c), ḡ),
then ρ from B(X, Y ) = ρg(X, Y ). Then

(i) If λ = 0 on some u ∈M , then c = 0. If λ = 0 for all U ⊂M , then the lightlike
immersion of M in Rm+2

q is affinely equivalent to the graph immersion of a
function F :M → R,

(ii) If λ ̸= 0 for all U ⊂ M then M is totally umbilical immersed in M̄(c) if and
only if λ is such that

ξ(λ) + λτ(ξ) + c = 0.

Proof. By Proposition 2.3.9

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ,N) = (∇XC)(Y, PZ)−(∇YC)(X,PZ)+τ(Y )C(X,PZ)−τ(X)C(Y, PZ).

We start by solving the left hand side by the use of Gauss equations and we put into
consideration that the curvature tensor is given by

R̄(X, Y )Z = c[g(Y, Z)X − g(X,Z)Y ].

It follows that

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ,N) = ḡ(R(X, Y )PZ,N)

= ḡ(c[g(Y, PZ)PX − g(X,PZ)Y ], N)

= ḡ(cg(Y, PZ)PX,N)− ḡ(cg(X,PZ)Y,N)

= cg(Y, PZ)ḡ(X,N)− cg(X,PZ)ḡ(Y,N)

= cg(Y, PZ)η(X)− cg(X,PZ)η(Y ).
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We now tackle the right hand side and we solve for each term separately. Since the
screen distribution S(TM) is totally umbilical we have smooth functions λ such that
C(X,PY ) = λg(X,PY ). It follows that

(∇XC)(Y, Z) = XC(Y, Z)− C(∇XY, Z)− C(Y,∇XZ)

= X[λg(Y, Z)]− λg(∇XY, Z)− λg(Y,∇XZ)

= X(λ)g(Y, Z) + λXg(Y, Z)− λg(∇XY, Z)− λg(Y,∇XZ)

= X(λ)g(Y, Z) + λ[(∇Xg(Y, Z)]

= X(λ)g(Y, Z) + λ[B(X, Y )η(Z) +B(X,Z)η(Y )].

Similarly,

(∇YC)(X,Z) = Y (λ)g(X,Z) + λ[B(Y,X)η(Z) +B(Y, Z)η(X)].

Moreover, τ(Y )C(X,Z) = λg(X,Z)τ(Y ) and τ(X)C(Y, Z) = λg(Y, Z)τ(X). Let
X = PX and Y = PY then substituting back to the original equation, we obtain

cg(PY , PZ)η(X)− cg(PX,PZ)η(Y )

= X(λ)g(PY, PZ) + λB(PX,PY )η(Z) + λB(PX,PZ)η(Y )

− [Y (λ)g(PX,PZ) + λB(PY, PX)η(Z) + λB(PY, PZ)η(X)]

+ λg(PX,PZ)τ(Y )− λg(PY, PZ)τ(X).

Grouping the like terms we get

[X(λ)− λτ(X)− cη(X)]g(PY, PZ) = [Y (λ)− λτ(Y )− cη(Y )]g(PX,PZ)

+λ[B(PY, PZ)η(X)−B(PX,PZ)η(Y )],

for all X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM |U). Setting X = ξ and since η(X) = ḡ(X,N) = 1 we obtain

[ξ(λ)− λτ(ξ)− c]g(PY, PZ) = [Y (λ)− λτ(Y )− cη(Y )]g(Pξ, PZ)

+λ[B(PY, PZ)−B(Pξ, PZ)η(Y )].

By definition of ξ and since c is arbitrary, it follows that

[ξ(λ)− λτ(ξ) + c]g(PY, PZ) = λB(PY, PZ). (2.23)

In the case where λ = 0 and in view of equation 2.23

c = 0.

Since S(TM) is nondegenerate, λ = 0 gives that C(X,PY ) = λg(X,PY ) = 0, which
implies that S(TM) is parallel with respect to ∇. So assertion (i) has been proven
and (ii) follows from equation 2.20.

Jabulile Khoza©School of Mathematics/Wits University 2020
khozajabulile6@gmail.com



Umbilical hypersurfaces 32

Proposition 2.4.2. [3] Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike hypersurface of (M̄, ḡ). Sup-
pose S(TM) is integrable and any leaf of S(TM) is totally umbilical, immersed in M
as non-degenerate submanifold. Then M is totally umbilical.

Proof. Let M∗ be a leaf of S(TM). Recall that

∇̄XY = ∇XY +B(X, Y )N

and
∇XPY = ∇∗

XPY + C(X,PY )ξ.

Rewriting the second equation in terms of Y only, instead of PY and summing it up
with the first equation we obtain

∇̄XY +∇XY = ∇XY +B(X, Y )N +∇∗
XY + C(X, Y )ξ.

It follows that

∇̄XY = ∇XY −∇XY +∇∗
XY + C(X, Y )ξ +B(X, Y )N

= ∇∗
XY + C(X, Y )ξ +B(X, Y )N,

for all X, Y ∈ Γ(TM∗). Now let H∗ be the mean curvature vector of M∗. Since
(tr(TM)⊕TM⊥) is the normal bundle to M , we can find C∞ functions α and ρ such
that H∗ = αξ + ρN . Moreover, M∗ is totally umbilical and it is immersed in M̄. It
follows from the identities in section 2.3 that

C(X, Y )ξ +B(X, Y )N = g(αX, Y )ξ + g(ρX, Y )N

= αg(X, Y )ξ + ρg(X, Y )N

= g(X, Y )(αξ + ρN).

Thus, by definition M is totally umbilical immersed in M̄ . Note that totally
umbilical lightlike surfaces are a large class of lightlike hypersurfaces. Let us take a
look at two more results.

Proposition 2.4.3. [3] Let M̄ be a 3-dimensional Lorentz manifold. Then all the
lightlike surfaces M ∈ M̄ are either totally umbilical or geodesic.

Proof. Let W be the span of S(TM) on the coordinate neighbourhood U ⊂ M . We
know that the screen distribution S(TM) is non-degenerate. Let

ρ =
B(W,W )

g(W,W )

then
ρg(W,W ) = B(W,W ).

Thus, B = ρg on U.
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Proposition 2.4.4. [3] The lightlike cone Λm+1
q−1 of Rm+2

q is a totally umbilical lightlike
hypersurface.

Proof. Consider a linear connection ∇ defined on Rm
q by

∇XY =
m∑
i=1

X(Y i)
∂

∂xi

we have that

∇Xξ =
m∑
i=1

X(ξi)
∂

∂xi
= X

m∑
i=1

∇xiξi = X

We know that the curvature tensor R is of the form

R(X, Y )Z = ∇X(∇YZ) +∇Y (∇XZ)−∇[X,Y ]Z.

for all X, Y, Z ∈ Γ(TM). Moreover,

∇̄XY = ∇XY +B(X, Y )N

and
B(X, ξ) = 0

gives that

∇̄Xξ = ∇Xξ +B(X, ξ)N = ∇Xξ.

So
∇̄Xξ = ∇Xξ = X.

Furthermore, identity
∇Xξ = −A∗

ξX − τ(X)ξ

yields the relation
A∗

ξX + τ(X)ξ +X = 0.

Since A∗
ξ is Γ(S(TM))-valued, if we set X = PX we obtain

A∗
ξPX + τ(PX)ξ + PX = 0 ⇒ A∗

ξPX + 0 + PX = 0 ⇒ A∗
ξPX = −PX.

Then by definition this lightlike cone is totally umbilical with ρ = −1.
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2.5 Screen conformal hypersurfaces

Unlike in the case of Riemannian manifolds, lightlike hypersurfaces have interrelations
between the second fundamental form and the screen distribution with respect to their
shape operators. Here we want to find out if there is a class of lightlike hypersurfaces
which have the same geometry as the screen distribution of choice.

Definition 2.5.1. [6] (screen locally conformal) Let (M, g, S(TM)) be a lightlike
hypersurface of a semi-Riemannian manifold, we say that (M, g, S(TM)) is screen
locally conformal if for a non-vanishing smooth function ϕ on a neighbourhood U in
M , we have

AN = ϕA∗
ξ , (2.24)

where AN and A∗
ξ are shape operators of M and S(TM) respectively. Equivalently,

we have

C(X,PY ) = ϕB(X,PY ), (2.25)

for any X and Y tangent to M . In case where ϕ is a non-zero constant then M is said
to be screen homothetic. Furthermore, suppose that U is connected and maximal
such that there does not exist a domain larger than U ⊂ U′ on which equation (2.24)
holds. Then if U =M we say that M is globally screen conformal.

Example 2.5.1. [6] Consider a lightlike cone Λn+1
0 of Rn+1

1 . And suppose that Rn+1
1

is the space Rn+2 endowed with the semi-Euclidean metric

ḡ(x, y) = −x0y0 +
n+1∑
a=1

xaya
(
x =

n+1∑
A=0

xA
∂

∂xA
)
.

The light cone Λn+1
0 is expressed as −(x0)2 +

∑n+1
a=1(x

a)2 = 0, x ̸= 0. We know
that Λn+1

0 is a lightlike hypersurface of Rn+1
1 and the radical distribution is spanned

by a global vector field

ξ =
n+1∑
A=0

xA
∂

∂xA
(2.26)

on Λn+1
0 .The unique section N satisfying (4.42) is given by

N =
1

2(x0)2

{
− x0

∂

∂x0
+

n+1∑
a=0

xa
∂

∂xa

}
(2.27)

and is also globally defined. As ξ is the position vector field we get

∇̄Xξ = ∇XX = X, for all X ∈ Γ(TM).
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It follows that A∗
ξX + τ(X)ξ +X = 0. Since A∗

ξ is Γ(S(TM))-values we have that

A∗
ξX = −PX, for all M ∈ Γ(TM). (2.28)

Moreover, we express anyX ∈ Γ(S(TΛn+1
0 )) byX =

∑n+1
a=1 X

a ∂
∂xa , where (X1, · · · , Xn+1)

satisfy
n+1∑
a=1

xaXa = 0. (2.29)

It follows that

∇ξX = ∇̄ξX =
n+1∑
A=1

n+1∑
a=1

xA
∂Xa

∂xa
∂

∂xa
, (2.30)

ḡ(∇ξX, ξ) =
n+1∑
A=1

n+1∑
a=1

xaxA
∂Xa

∂xa
= −A = 1

n+1∑
a=1

xaXa = 0 (2.31)

Since ∇ξX ∈ Γ(S(TΛn+1
0 )), it follows that ANξ = 0. Now, we solve ANX where

M ∈ Γ(S(TΛn+1
0 )). Suppose that X, Y ∈ Γ(S(TΛn+1

0 )), then

C(X, Y ) = g(∇XY,X) = ḡ(∇̄XY,N) = − 1

2(x0)2
g(X, Y ),

It follows that

g(ANX, Y ) = − 1

2(x0)2
g(X, Y ) X, Y ∈ Γ(S(TΛn+1

0 )).

Thus,

ANX =
1

2(x0)2
A∗

ξX, X ∈ Γ(S(TΛn+1
0 )). (2.32)

This implies that Λn+1
0 is a screen globally conformal lightlike hypersurface of Rn+1

1

with positive conformal function ψ = 1
2(x0)2

globally defined on Λn+1
0 .

Example 2.5.2. [6] Let U be an open set of Rn+2
q and F : U → R be a smooth

function. A lightlike Monge hypersurfaces is given by

X = {(x1, · · · , xn+1) ∈ Rn+2
1 : m0 = F (x1, · · · , xn+1)}.

We know that M is a lightlike hypersurface if and only if F is a solution of the partial
differential equation

1 +

q−1∑
i=1

(F ′
xt)2 =

n+1∑
a=q

(F ′
xa)2.

The radical distribution is spanned by a global vector field

ξ =
∂

∂x0
−

q−1∑
i=1

F ′
xi

∂

∂xi
+

n+1∑
a=q

F ′
xa

∂

∂xa
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Let us consider a constant timelike section V ∗ ∈ Rn+2
q along M , such that

∂

∂x0
.

So
H∗ = span{V ∗, ξ}

which is a nondegenerate the vector bundle on M . The screen vector bundle S∗(TM)

is complementary to H∗ in TRn+1
q and it is am integral distribution on M . S∗(TM) is

said to be the natural screen distribution on M . Moreover, tr∗(TM) is the transversal
vector bundle spanned by N = −V ∗ + 1

2
ξ and τ(X) for all M ∈ Γ(TM). So

τ(X) = ḡ(∇̄XN, ξ)

= ḡ(∇̄X(−V ∗ +
1

2
ξ), ξ)

=
1

2
ḡ(∇̄Xξ, ξ).

Thus, the Weingarten equations takes the two form ∇̄XY = −ANY and ∇ξ = −A∗
ξX.

So we ca deduce that

ANX =
1

2
A∗

ξX for all X ∈ Γ(TM).

This implies that the lightlike Monge hypersurfaces in Rn+1
q are screen globally con-

formal with the constant positive conformal function ϕ(x) = 1
2
.

Proposition 2.5.1. [6] Suppose that (M, g, S(TM)) is a lightlike hypersurface of
(M̄, ḡ) with the condition that S(TM) is integrable and any leaf of S(TM) is to-
tally umbilical immersed in M̄ as a codimension 2 non-degenerate submanifold with
nowhere vanishing spacelike mean curvature vector field. If the screen distribution
is parallel along integral curves of the radical distribution, then M is screen locally
conformal.

Proof. The proof is provided in page (53-54) of [6].

Theorem 2.5.1. [6] Given that (M, g, S(TM)) is a lightlike hypersurface of a Lorentzian
manifold (M̄, ḡ), then the following statements hold and are equivalent:

i. (M, g, S(TM)) is screen locally conformal.

ii. there exists a (maximal) domain U ∈ M whereby M and the shape operators
of M and its screen distribution are commutative. Furthermore, we have that
their corresponding principal curvatures are the same up to a nowhere vanishing
smooth function ϕ on U ⊂M .
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Proof. The proof is provided in page (54) of [6].

Example 2.5.3. [6] Consider a 4-dimensional semi-Euclidean space (R4
2, ḡ) with sig-

nature (−,−,+,+) of index 2,with respect to a canonical basis (∂0, ∂1, ∂2, ∂3). Suppose
that we are given a hypersurface M expressed as

xo = x1 + sin(x1 + x2), x1 + x2 ̸= nπ, n ∈ Z.

Now we see that M is a lightlike hypersurface with a radical distribution Rad TM
which is spanned by

ξ = ∂0 + cos(x1 + x2)∂1 − cos(x1 + x2)∂2 + ∂3.

Now let
V = ∂0 + cos(x1 + x2)∂1,

, then
g(V, V ) = g(ξ, V ) = −(1 + cos2(x1 + x2)).

It follows that the lightlike transversal vector bundle is expressed as tr(TM) =

Span{N}, where

N =
−1

2(1 + cos2(x1 + x2))
{∂0 + cos(x1 + x2)∂1 − cos(x1 + x2)∂2 + ∂3}.

Moreover, the tangent bundle TR4
2 is spanned by

{ ∂

∂u0
= ∂0 + ∂2,

∂

∂u1
= ∂1 + cos(x1 + x2)∂3,

∂

∂u2
= ∂2 + cos(x1 + x2)∂3}.

Hence the corresponding screen distribution S(TM) is spanned by

{W1 = cos2(x1 + x2)∂0 − ∂1,W2 = ∂2 + cos2(x1 + x2)∂3}.

Note that in this case [W1,W2]−∇̄W1W2−∇̄W2W1 = sin(x1+x2){∂0+∂3}. Therefore,

ḡ([W1,W2], Y ) =
sin(x1 + x2)

1 + cos2(x1 + x2)
,

this means that S(TM) is not integrable.

Lemma 2.5.1. On every screen conformal lightlike hypersurface of a semi-Riemanian
manifold, the following holds.

(∇XC)(Y, PZ) = (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ),

for any X, Y and Z tangent to M .
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Proof. By a direct calculation, while considering the fact that C(X,PY ) = ϕB(X,PY ),
we have

(∇XC)(Y, PZ) = X · C(Y, PZ)− C(∇XY, PZ)− C(Y,∇∗
XPZ)

= X{ϕB(Y, PZ)} − ϕB(∇XY, PZ)− ϕB(Y,∇∗
XPZ)

= (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ{X ·B(Y, PZ)−B(∇XY, PZ)−B(Y,∇XPZ)}
= (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ),

for any X, Y and Z tangent to M , which completes the proof.

With the help of Lemma 2.5.1, we have the following result.

Proposition 2.5.2. Let (M, g) be a screen conformal lightlike hypersurface of a semi-
Riemannian space form (M̄(c), ḡ). Then, the following relation holds

{ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)}B(X,PY ) = cg(X,PY )

for any X and Y tangent to M .

Proof.

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ,N) = (∇XC)(Y, PZ)− (∇YC)(X,PZ) + τ(Y )C(X,PZ)− τ(X)C(Y, PZ)

= [(Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ)]− [(Y ϕ)B(X,PZ) + ϕ(∇YB)(X,PZ)]

+ τ(Y )ϕB(X,PZ)− τ(X)ϕB(Y, PZ)(Y )B(X,PZ) + τ(X)B(Y, PZ)].

By Proposition 2.3.6

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )Z, ξ) = (∇XB)(Y, Z)− (∇YB)(X,Z) +B(Y, Z)τ(X)−B(X,Z)τ(Y ).

So,

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ,N) = (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ)− (Y ϕ)B(X,PZ) + τ(Y )ϕB(X,PZ)− τ(X)ϕB(Y, PZ)

+ ϕ[ḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ, ξ)−B(Y, PZ)τ(X) +B(X,PZ)τ(Y )]

= [Xϕ− 2ϕτ(X)]B(Y, PZ)− [Y ϕ− 2ϕτ(Y )]B(X,PZ) + ϕḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ, ξ).

Setting Y = ξ, by the definition of curvature tensor R̄(X, Y )Z = c[g(Y, Z)X −
g(X,Z)Y ]. Then the left hand side becomes

ḡ(R̄(X, ξ)PZ,N) = ḡ(c[g(ξ, PZ)X − g(X,PZ)ξ], N)

= ḡ(cg(ξ, PZ)X,N)− ḡ(cg(X,PZ)ξ,N)

= −cg(X,PZ)ḡ(ξ,N)

= −cg(X,PZ).
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And the right hand side becomes

[Xϕ− 2ϕτ(X)]B(ξ, PZ)− [ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PZ) + ϕḡ(R̄(X, ξ)PZ, ξ)

= [Xϕ− 2ϕτ(X)]ρg(ξ, PZ)− [ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PZ) + ϕḡ(R̄(X, ξ)PZ, ξ)

= −[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PZ) + ϕḡ(R̄(X, ξ)PZ, ξ)

= −[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PZ) + ϕḡ(c[g(ξ, PZ)X − g(X,PZ)ξ], ξ)

= −[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PZ).

Thus, [ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PY ) = cg(X,PY ).

In view of Proposition 2.5.2, we have the following result.

Theorem 2.5.2. Let (M, g) be a screen conformal lightlike hypersurface of a semi-
Riemannian space form (M̄(c), ḡ) such that ξϕ − 2ϕτ(ξ) ̸= 0. Then, the following
holds

1. M is totally umbilical.

2. S(TM) is totally umbilical in M .

Proof. 1. By Proposition 2.3.9

[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PY ) = cg(X,PY ), so

B(X,PY ) =
c

ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)
g(X,PY )

= ρg(X,PY ).

Thus, M is totally umbilical.

2. As AN = ϕA∗
ξ , then

g(AN , PY ) = g(ϕA∗
ξ , PY )

= ϕg(A∗
ξ , PY ).

It follows
C(X,PY ) = ϕB(X,PY ) = ϕρg(X,PY ).

Thus, S(TM) is totally umbilical in M .

We also have the following result.

Theorem 2.5.3. Every screen conformal lightlike hypersurface of a semi-Riemannian
space form (M̄(c = 0), ḡ) is either totally geodesic or ϕ satisfy the partial differential
equation ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ) = 0.
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Proof. By Proposition 2.5.2, we know that

[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PY ) = cg(X,PY ),

for any X and Y tangent to M . Since c = 0, then either B(X,PY ) = 0 or ξϕ −
2ϕτ(ξ) = 0. Thus, (M, g) is either totally geodesic or ϕ satisfies ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ) = 0, as
required.

Definition 2.5.2. [6] A lightlike hypersurface (M, g, S(TM)) of a semi-Riemannian
manifold is locally screen quasi-conformal if the shape operators AN and A∗

ξ of M
and S(TM) satisfy

AN = ϕA∗
ξ + φP, (2.33)

for some functions ϕ and φ. In case the above property holds everywhere on M , we
say that (M, g, S(TM)) is globally screen quasi-conformal, and (ϕ, φ) is called the
quasi-conformal pair associated to (M, g, S(TM)).

Remark 2.5.1. It is clear from the above definition that every screen quasi-conformal
lightlike hypersurface is screen conformal whenever φ = 0.

Lemma 2.5.2. On every screen conformal lightlike hypersurface of a semi-Riemannian
manifold, the following holds.

(∇XC)(Y, PZ) = (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ)

+ ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ) + (Xφ)g(Y, PZ) + φB(X,PZ)η(Y ), (2.34)

for any X, Y and Z tangent to M .

Proof. As AN = ϕA∗
ξ + φP , it follows

g(ANY, PZ) = g(ϕA∗
ξY, PZ) + g(φPY, PZ)

= ϕg(A∗
ξY, PZ) + φg(PY, PZ).

So,

C(Y, PZ) = ϕB(Y, PZ) + φg(Y, PZ).

It follows

(∇XC)(Y, PZ) = X · C(Y, PZ)− C(∇XY, PZ)− C(Y,∇∗
XPZ)

= X · [ϕB(Y, PZ) + φg(Y, PZ)]− [ϕB(∇XY, PZ) + φg(∇XY, PZ)]

− [ϕB(Y,∇∗
XPZ) + φg(Y,∇∗

XPZ)]

= [X · φg(Y, PZ)− φg(∇XY, PZ)− φg(Y,∇∗
XPZ)]

+ (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ)

= (Xφ)g(Y, PZ)) + [φX · g(Y, PZ)− φg(∇XY, PZ)− φg(Y,∇∗
XPZ)]

+ (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ).
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Since PZ ∈ S(TM), it follows that

φX · g(Y, PZ)− φg(∇XY, PZ)− φg(Y,∇∗
XPZ) = φ(∇Xg)(Y, PZ)

= φB(X, Y )η(PZ) + φB(X,PZ)η(Y )

= φB(X, Y )g(PZ,N) + φB(X,PZ)η(Y )

= φB(X,PZ)η(Y ).

Therefore,

(∇XC)(Y, PZ) = (Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ) + (Xφ)g(Y, PZ) + φB(X,PZ)η(Y ).

Proposition 2.5.3. Let (M, g) be a screen quasi-conformal lightlike hypersurface of
a semi-Riemannian space form (M̄(c), ḡ). Then, the following relation holds

{ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ}B(X,PY ) = {−ξφ+ φτ(ξ) + c}g(X,PY )

for any X and Y tangent to M .

Proof. Following the results from Lemma 2.5.2 Proposition 2.5.2

ḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ,N) = (∇XC)(Y, PZ)− (∇YC)(X,PZ) + τ(Y )C(X,PZ)− τ(X)C(Y, PZ)

= [(Xϕ)B(Y, PZ) + ϕ(∇XB)(Y, PZ) + (Xφ)g(Y, PZ) + φB(X,PZ)η(Y )]

− [(Y ϕ)B(X,PZ) + ϕ(∇YB)(X,PZ) + (Y φ)g(X,PZ) + φB(Y, PZ)η(X)]

+ τ(Y )[ϕB(X,PZ) + φg(X,PZ)]− τ(X)[ϕB(Y, PZ) + φg(Y, PZ)]

= [Xϕ− 2ϕτ(X)]B(Y, PZ)− [Y ϕ− 2ϕτ(Y )]B(X,PZ) + ϕḡ(R̄(X, Y )PZ, ξ)

+ (Xφ)g(Y, PZ) + φB(X,PZ)η(Y )− (Y φ)g(X,PZ)− φB(Y, PZ)η(X)

+ φg(X,PZ)τ(Y )− φg(Y, PZ)τ(X).

Setting Y = ξ,

−cg(X,PZ) = −[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PZ) + φB(X,PZ)η(ξ)− (ξφ)g(X,PZ) + φg(X,PZ)τ(ξ)

= −[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)]B(X,PZ) + φB(X,PZ)g(ξ,N)− (ξφ)g(X,PZ) + φg(X,PZ)τ(ξ)

= −[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ]B(X,PZ)− (ξφ)g(X,PZ) + φg(X,PZ)τ(ξ).

Therefore,

[ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ]B(X,PZ) = [−ξφ+ φτ(ξ) + c]g(X,PZ).
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Next, in view of Proposition 2.5.3, we have the following result.

Theorem 2.5.4. Let (M, g) be a screen quasi-conformal lightlike hypersurface of a
semi-Riemannian space form (M̄(c), ḡ) such that ξϕ − 2ϕτ(ξ) − φ ̸= 0. Then, the
following holds

1. M is totally umbilical.

2. S(TM) is totally umbilical in M .

Proof. 1. If ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ ̸= 0 then by Proposition 3.5.2 we obtain

B(X,PY ) =
−ξφ+ φτ(ξ) + c

ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ
g(X,PY )

= ρg(X,PY ). (2.35)

Thus, M is totally umbilical.

2. As AN = ϕA∗
ξ + φP , it follows

g(ANX,PY ) = g(ϕA∗
ξX,PY ) + g(φPX,PY )

= ϕg(A∗
ξX,PY ) + φg(PX,PY ).

So,

C(X,PY ) = ϕB(X,PY ) + φg(PX,PY ).

Thus, S(TM) is totally umbilical in M .

Finally, we have the following result.

Theorem 2.5.5. Every screen quasi-conformal lightlike hypersurface of a semi-Riemannian
space form (M̄(c = ξφ − φτ(ξ)), ḡ) is either totally geodesic or ϕ satisfy the partial
differential equation ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ = 0.

Proof. If c = ξφ− φτ(ξ), then

{ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ}B(X,PY ) = {−ξφ+ φτ(ξ) + c}g(X,PY )

= {−ξφ+ φτ(ξ) + ξφ− φτ(ξ)}g(X,PY ) (2.36)

= 0. (2.37)

By Theorem 3.5.2 (M̄(c = ξφ−φτ(ξ)), ḡ) is either totally geodesic when B = 0 or ϕ
satisfy the partial differential equation ξϕ− 2ϕτ(ξ)− φ = 0.
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2.6 Conclusions and Perspectives

In this research we have proven new and necessary conditions for which a lightlike
hypersurface of a semi-Riemannian space form is totally umbilical, screen conformal
and almost screen conformal.

In section 2.1 we constructed the screen distribution and its corresponding light-
like transversal distribution on a lightlike hypersurface M . This screen distribution
aided us in defining the induced geometric machinery necessary for obtaining the
Gauss-Codazzi equations leading to the theorems that provided the conditions for
which a lightlike hypersurface is totally umbilical, screen conformal and screen al-
most conformal.

In section 2.2 we introduced a local fundamental form. We used this local funda-
mental form to prove that lightlike hypersurfaces do not depend on the choice of
screen distribution. We proved that the second fundamental form of a lightlike hy-
perspace is degenerate by showing that the local fundamental form is degenerate.
Through the projection morphism of the tangent bundle to the screen distribution,
we defined the second fundamental form, the shape operator, the Gauss and the
Weingarten formulas of the screen distribution.

section 2.3 was dedicated for constructing the Gauss-Codazzi equations for a lightlike
hypersurface. We used the Weingarten formula and the Gauss equations of lightlike
hypersurfaces to provide an equation for curvature tensor, which was necessary for
formulating the Gauss-Codazzi equations for lightlike hypersurfaces. These equations
played a role in linking the induced metric and the second fundamental form of M .
We observed that these equations depend on the screen distribution. And through
these equations we were able to show that the shape operator of any screen distribu-
tion of M is symmetric.

In section 2.4 we defined what it means for M to be totally umbilical. This defi-
nition aided us in proving the conditions for which M is totally umbilical.

In section 2.5 we defined what it means for M to be screen conformal and screen
almost conformal. We then stated and proved the new conditions for which a screen
conformal or almost screen conformal hypersurface is totally umbilical.

In future, we hope to expand this work and provide the conditions for which lightlike
hypersurfaces are totally umbilical, screen conformal and screen almost conformal for
co-dimensions that are greater than one.
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