
Appendix 1 

 

SOME USEFUL TABLES 
 

Table 1: GENDER OF RESPONDENTS  
Gender Cameroonians  

(N= 72) 

% 

Nigerians 

 (N= 40) 

% 

Total   

(N=112) 

% 

Males 83.3 90 85.7 

Females 16.7 10 14.3 

Total 100 100 100 

  

 

Table 2: MARITAL STATUS OF RESPONDENTS 
Marital status Cameroonians 

 (N=72) 

% 

Nigerians  

(N=40) 

% 

Total 

(N=112) 

% 

Married 22.2 50 32.1 

Single 77.8 50 67.9 

Divorced - - - 

Total 100 100 100 

 

 

Table 3: MEMBER OF POLITICAL PARTY IN HOME COUNTRY 
Party militant Cameroonians 

(N=72) 

% 

Nigerians 

(N=40) 

% 

Total 

(N=112) 

% 

Yes 61 20 46 

No 39 80 54 

Total 100 100 100 
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Table 4: REGION OF ORIGIN IN HOME COUNTRY 

Region of origin Cameroonian  

(N=72) 

% 

Nigerian  

(N=40) 

% 

Total  

(N=112) 

% 

North West Province 80.5 - 52 

South West Province 12.5 - 08 

Western Province 07 - 04 

Delta State - 20 07 

Anambra State - 20 07 

Edo State - 10 04 

Imo (Igbo) State - 50 18 

Total 100 100 100 

 

 

Table 5: YEAR OF ENTRY INTO SOUTH AFRICA 
Year Cameroonians  

(N=72) 

% 

Nigerians  

(N=40) 

% 

Total  

(N=112) 

% 

1994 - 7.5 03 

1995 - 17.5 6.2 

1996 1.4 12.5 5.4 

1997 03 10 5.4 

1998 22 20 21 

1999 47.2 30 41 

2000 26.4 - 17 

2001 - 2.5 01 

Total 100 100 100 
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Table 6: PORT OF ENTRY INTO SOUTH AFRICA 
Port Cameroonians 

 (N= 72) 

% 

Nigerians (N=40) 

% 

Total 

(N=112) 

% 

JHB-International airport 82 77.5 80 

Harare-International airport 07 - 4.5 

Swaziland-boarders - 12.5 4.5 

Lesotho boarders 10 - 06 

Richards Bay - 10 04 

Can’t remember 01 - 01 

Total 100 100 100 

 

 

Table 7: HAVE FRIENDS/RELATIVES BEFORE COMING TO SOUTH AFRICA  
Relatives in SA Cameroonians 

 (N=72) 

% 

Nigerians 

 (N=40) 

% 

Total  

(N=112) 

% 

Yes 61 95 73 

No 39 05 27 

Total 100 100 100 

 

 

Table 8: EMPLOYMENT STATUS IN SOUTH AFRICA 
Employed Cameroonians 

 (N=72) 

% 

Nigerians  

(N=40) 

% 

Total  

(N=112) 

% 

Yes 07 05 06 

No 93 95 94 

Total 100 100 100 

 

 

Table 9: NATIONALITY OF WIFE 
Nationality of wife Cameroonian 

(N= 16) 

% 

Nigerian 

(N= 20) 

% 

Total 

(N= 36) 

% 
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Cameroonian 50 - 22 

Nigerian - 40 22 

South African 50 60 56 

Total 100 100 100 
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Appendix 2 
 

THE QUESTIONNAIRE 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO THE INTERVIEWER 

 Fill in the information required, or provide a tick where appropriate before administering the 

instrument. 

♦ Questionnaire number----------/----------/----------/ 

♦ Code name ----------/----------/----------/----------/----------/----------/----------/ 

♦ Name of interviewer----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

♦ Date of interview--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

♦ Place of interview-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

♦ Time of interview: Morning-------------Afternoon------------Evening-------------

Night------------ 

♦ Nationality of interviewer---------------------------------------------------------------- 

♦ Language(s) spoken----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SECTION ONE  

INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL DEMOGRAPHICS OF THE RESPONDENTS  

Information to the respondents:  

This questionnaire for West African immigrants is designed to try to provide information, and 

an understanding of West African immigrants in South Africa. Your name is not necessary, 

and the information collected in this survey is confidential. The interviews will not be released 

to any official authority, and interviewees will not be able to be identified. All information that 

is gathered in this survey is the sole property of the University of the Witwatersrand. 

  

1. Age of Respondent------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. Gender---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. Nationality----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. Language(s) Spoken------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

5. Marital Status-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. Educational status before entering South Africa --------------------------------------------------- 

7. Educational status and/or any acquired skills in South Africa------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8.     If there has been any change(s) in respondent's educational status, state reasons why this 

change(s) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Instructions to both the interviewer and the respondent 

The following questions (9-16) may be answered only if the respondent is 

married or previously married.  

9.         Nationality of husband/wife---------------------------------------------------------------------------

10.       Educational status of husband/wife------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11. Present residence of husband/wife-------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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12. Number of children------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

13. Residence of child/children---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

14. When did the Respondent get married? ------------------------------------------------------------- 

15. Where did the Respondent get married? ------------------------------------------------------------ 

16. Any reasons for getting married? -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

SECTION 2 
 WHY ARE WEST AFRICANS ATTRACTED TO SOUTH AFRICA? 

Instructions to the interviewer 

Fill in the blank spaces or provide a tick where appropriate. Where the questions 

do not apply to the respondent, please move to the next question. 

1. Where you employed in your home country? Yes------------------------No---------------------- 

2. If yes, what was your previous job in home country----------------------------------------------- 

3.  Monthly earnings in home country------------------------------------------------------------------ 

4. Did you belong to any political party? Yes------------------------------No------------------------ 

5. If no state why? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. If yes, state name of the party ------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

7. What were your experiences with the party? -------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------- 

8. Which part of your home country do you come from? Province, -------------------------------

Village------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. What did you like or hate about your home country? ---------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10. Has it contributed to your coming to South Africa? Yes------------------------No-------------- 
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11. If no, why? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12. If yes, how? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

13.       When did you first arrive in South Africa? --------------------------------------------------------- 

14. State the port of entry---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

15. Did you come from your home country or another country? ------------------------------------- 

16. What were your plans/goals before entering South Africa? --------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

17. Did you have relatives/friends in South Africa before coming? Yes-------------No------------ 

18. If yes, state the nature of the relationship------------------------------------------------------------ 

19.       State how useful these relatives were to you on arrival? ------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

20.       Do you belong to any West African association(s) in South Africa? Yes-----------No-------- 

21.       If no state reason(s) why? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

22.       If yes state the name of the association(s)-----------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

23.       How useful is this association to you in South Africa? -------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

24.       What is the nature of its activities in South Africa? -----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

25.       Why did you choose to come to South Africa?  
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                        (1)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(2)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(3)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(4)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

(5)------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

26.      Are you satisfied with your present conditions in South Africa? Yes-------------No----------- 

27.      Give reasons ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

28.       How are the South Africa experiences different from those of your home country? ---------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

29.       Do you still prefer living in South Africa? -----------------------Yes---- ---------------------No 

30.       If yes why? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

31.       If no why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

32.       Why do you prefer staying in Hillbrow? ------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

33.       Do you have relatives who are planning to join you in South Africa? Yes--------No--------- 

34. If yes to question 33, where will they stay -------------------------------, and how will they 

survive in South Africa? ---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

35. If no to question 33, give reason(s) why? -----------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

36. How long do you intend to live in South Africa? -------------------------------------------------- 

37. State the reasons why? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

38.  If you get a permanent job in South Africa, would you like to stay or move to another     

country? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

39. Give reasons --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

40. If you will like to move to another country, state the country------------------------------------ 

41. Give reasons why? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

42. How successful have you been achieving your stated goals in question 16 above? ----------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

43. Give reasons---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
SECTION 3:  

FACTORS LEADING TO THE MARGINALISATION OR THE INTEGRATION OF 

WEST AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS  

Instructions  

Fill in the blank spaces or a tick where required. This section has two subsections i.e., 

immigrants’ interaction with the South African police and the Department of Home Affairs. 

Where the question is not applicable to the respondent please move to the next question. 
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Interactions with the South African Police Service 

1. Would you advise a friend or a relative in your country of origin to migrate to South 

Africa? Yes ------------------------------------------No--------------------------------------- 

2. Give reason(s) for your answer above---------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. What is your relationship with the South African Police Service (SAPs)? Very Good-------

Good------------ Very Poor---------------Poor-------------- No relationship-------------- 

4. Give reason(s) for your answer to question 3 above-----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. Have you ever had any confrontation with the SAPs? Yes------------------No------------------ 

6. If yes, state when? ------------------------And where? ---------------------------------------------- 

7. Explain what happened? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

8. Did you get any help from your association? Yes----------------------No----------------------- 

9. If yes, state the nature of the help --------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10. If no why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Interactions with the Department of Home Affairs 

11. State your current status in South Africa? Work Permit--------------Study Permit-------------

Asylum Seeker------------------Refugee----------------Illegal immigrant---------------- 

12. Which Home Affairs office do your renew your permit? ----------------------------------------- 

13. Why did you choose this office? ---------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

14. How often do you renew your permit? -------------------------------------------------------------- 

15. Give a brief description of the process of renewal-------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16. Do you feel you are properly treated in the DHA office? Yes------------------No-------------- 

17. Give reason(s) for your answer above---------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

18. How does your relationship with the Department of Home Affairs affect your stay in 

South Africa? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

19. Have you ever had any problems with the Department of Home Affairs? Yes --------No---- 

20. If yes state the nature of the problem-----------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

21. Did you get any help? -------------------------------If yes, from whom? -------------------------- 
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22. If no, why? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Instructions to the respondent 

 The following questions (23-25), may not be answered by those having a work 

permit in South Africa. Where the question does not apply please move to the 

next question/section. 

23. Is your current status affecting your stay in South Africa? Yes---------------No---------------- 

24. If yes, state how? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

25. If no why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

26. Do you intend to change your current status? Yes ------------------------No--------------------- 

27. If no say why? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------- 

28. If yes, to what? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

29. Say how you are going to achieve this goal---------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

30. Would you expect any assistance in this? Yes ----------------------------No---------------------- 

31. If no, why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

32. If yes from whom? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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SECTION 4 
SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS OF WEST AFRICAN IMMIGRANTS 

   Instructions to the respondents 

If your are not formally employed but you are self-employed move to question 

18-20. 

 

Employment possibilities 

1. Are you employed in South Africa? Yes---------------------------------No------------------------ 

2. If yes, state where? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. And how? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. For how long have you been working? -------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. What position do you hold in your work place? --------------------------------------------------- 

6. Do you have any friends in the workplace? Yes-----------------------No------------------------- 

7. If yes, state nationality --------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. If no state why? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. What is your gross salary? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

10. Do you like your job? Yes---------------------------------------No---------------------------------- 

11. Give reason(s) for your answer-----------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12. Is there any thing good or bad about your work place? Yes-----------------No------------------ 

13. If yes, what? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

14. What status are you working with? ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

15. If not working with a work permit, say how you managed to get a job? -----------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16. What sort of problems do you encounter in your work place? -----------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

17. How do you solve these problems? ------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

18. If you are self employed, state the nature of your job----------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

19. Have you ever apply for a job in South Africa, and was rejected? Yes-------------No--------- 

20. If yes, give possible reasons why you where rejected---------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Unemployment status  

21. Have you ever tried to get a job/assistance through your association(s)Yes---------No------- 

22. If yes, state how? ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

23. If no why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

24. If you are not employed how do you earn a living? -----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

25. What efforts have you made to gain employment in South Africa? -----------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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26. What were the problems you encountered in the process? ---------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

27. Since you are unemployed, do you still prefer living in South Africa? Yes---------No------- 

28. Give reasons for your answer to question 27 above------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Job seeking strategies  

29. How do you go about looking for a job? ------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

30. What document(s) do you present to your employer when looking for a job? ----------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

31. Do you think this document is affecting your possibilities of getting a job? Yes-----No----- 

32. Explain how/why? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

33. What problems do you face in the process of looking for a job? --------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

34. Do you have friends and or relatives helping you to secure a job? Yes----------No----------- 

35. If yes state the relationship---------------------and the Nationality-------------------------------- 

36. What position does he/she holds in South Africa? ------------------------------------------------- 

37. Does your association help you to get a job in South Africa? Yes------------No--------------- 
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38. If no why? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

39. If yes how? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Survival strategies and housing conditions 

40. Where do you live? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

41. Do you live in a flat or an apartment? --------------------------------------------------------------- 

42. How many of you are in your flat/apartment? ------------------------------------------------------ 

43. How much do you pay per month? ------------------------------------------------------------------ 

44. If you are sharing your flat/apartment, what advantages do you enjoy as a result? -----------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

45. How did you manage to get your flat/apartment----------------------------------------------------   

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

46. As a foreigner what problems do you encounter in getting a flat? ------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

47. What problems do you encounter because you are sharing? -------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

48. What sort of problems do you have with your neighbors? ---------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

49. What is your relationship with your landlord? -----------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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50. Explain how? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

51. Do you do anything else beside your main occupation to earn a living? Yes-------No-------- 

52. If yes list them ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

53. How profitable are these activities? -----------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

54. Why do you say so? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

55. Are you a member of any savings organization (Stokvels/ROSCA)? Yes---------No--------- 

56. If no, give reasons why? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

57. If yes, how is it called? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

58. Describe its operations---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

59. What makes South Africa different from your home country? ----------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

60. Would you prefer another area other than Hillbrow? Yes-----------------No-------------------- 

61. Explain why? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

62. What problems do you encounter living in Hillbrow? --------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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63. How do these problems affect your stay in South Africa? ----------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Transportation and health conditions 

Instructions to the respondent 

 If you do not own a car in South Africa, move to question 9-14 

1. How useful is your car to you and your friends? ---------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. Describe your daily activities -------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

3. What sort of problems do you face with the police/ traffic cops? -------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

4. How do they treat you as a foreigner? --------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. Explain why? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. Do you have a South African driving license? Yes------------------------No--------------------- 

7. If no, do the traffic cops accept your foreign driving license? Yes----------------No----------- 

8. If no, how do you deal with the police/ traffic cops? ----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. If you do not own a car, what difficulties do you face when moving from one place to 

another? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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10. How are you treated by public transport drivers when they realised you are a West 

African? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11. Have the police ever apprehended you while travelling? Yes---------------No------------------ 

12. If yes, say when? -------------------------------------Where? ---------------------------------------- 

13.  What happened? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

14. How were you treated as a West African? ----------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

15. Have you ever been sick in South Africa? Yes----------------------------No---------------------- 

16. If yes describe the nature of the illness--------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

17. Did you visit a hospital? Yes ----------------------------------------No------------------------------ 

18. If no, why not--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

19. If yes, who accompanied you to the hospital? ------------------------------------------------------ 

20. Describe the sort of treatment you got from the hospital staff -----------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

21. Were you able to afford the medical cost? Yes----------------------------No--------------------- 

22. If yes, how did you afford the money? --------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

23. If no, who pays for you? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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24. What are the common illnesses you have experienced in South Africa? -----------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

25. Do health problems disturb your progress in South Africa? Yes---------------No-------------- 

26. Explain how? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Xenophobia and interaction with the public 

27. Do you have any South African friends? Yes-----------------------------No---------------------- 

28. If no, why? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

37.       If yes, where did you meet? --------------------------------------------------And how? -----------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

38.       How do they treat you as a West African? ----------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

39.      Give reasons ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

40.       Have South Africans ever harassed you? Yes-------------- -------------No-----------------------  

41.       If yes, where? -------------------------------------And when? ---------------------------------------- 

42.      Describe what happened -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

43.       In a ranking order, which group below would you say gives you the best treatment? 

A) Black South Africans------------------------------------------------------------ 

B) Other African migrants --------------------------------------------------------- 
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C) Colored ---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

D) Whites ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

E) Indians ----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

F) Others (specify)-------------------------------------------------------------------  

44.       Give reasons to your answer above 

                        A) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                        B) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

C) --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                        D)----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                        E) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                        F) ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 45.      Do you feel safe when walking around Johannesburg? -------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

46.       Why? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

47.       Where do you meet most South Africans? ---------------------------------------------------------- 

48. How do they treat you? --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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49. What do you do to better fit in South Africa? ------------------------------------------------------             

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

50.       What do you like about the South African people? ------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

50. Do you feel you have been influenced by the South African culture? Yes--------No---------- 

51. If no, why? ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

52. If yes, explain how -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

53. What do you like about South Africans? ------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

54. What makes South African culture different from yours? ----------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

55. Which South African newspapers do you read? ---------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

56. How are they different from your back home? -----------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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57. State the radio/ TV programs you watch or listen to----------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

58. How useful are they to you? --------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

59. Which other cultural activities in South Africa do you like? ------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

60. Why do you like them? --------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

61. Are you in any sporting club in South Africa? Yes--------------------------No------------------- 

62. If no state why? -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

63. If yes, state the sport------------------------------------, and the name of the club ---------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Future plans in South Africa 

1. What is your future plans in South Africa? ---------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

2. If yes for how long? ---------------------------------------------And why? ------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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3. Would you want to change your status? Yes-------------------------No--------------------------- 

4. Would you prefer to become a permanent resident or stay with your current status? --------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

5. Give reasons why? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

6. Do you have contacts with your home country? Yes--------------------No----------------------- 

7. If no, why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

8. If yes how do you keep in contact with your home country? ------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

9. Have you been able to visit them? Yes-----------------------------No------------------------------ 

10. If no, why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

11. If yes, explain--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

12. Have your families/friends back home been able to visit you? Yes----------------No---------- 

13. If yes, when? -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

14. If no, why not? ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

15. How do people back home think about South Africa? --------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

16. Give reasons---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
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17.  Is there something else you want to say? -----------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Thank you 
 

Instructions to the interviewer 

Provide below, general information concerning your observations, such as the environment, 

reactions of the respondent, how cooperative he/she was, and the problems you faced when 

administering this Questionnaire. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date completed--------------------------------------------- 
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Appendix 3 

‘YOU MUST LEAVE LETTER’ (Letter rejecting application for asylum)1 

 
 

                                                           
1 The name of the concerned immigrant has been wiped off for purposes of confidentiality. 
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Appendix 4 

SAMPLE OF ‘419’ LETTER 
Forwarded message follows ------- 

From:            "MRS. M.B SESE-SEKO" <m2mobutu@eircom.net> 
Send reply to:   m2mobutu@eircom.net 

To:              Ellis@gecko.biol.wits.ac.za 
Date sent:       Sun, 1 Sep 2002 13:46:45 -0700 

Subject:         FROM:MRS. M.B SESE-SEKO 
 

FROM:MRS. M.B SESE-SEKO 
 

DEAR FRIEND. 
 

I AM MRS. MARIAM BOBILADAWA DESIRE SESE-SEKO WIDOW OF 
LATE PRESIDENT MOBUTU SESE-SEKO OF ZAIRE? 
NOW KNOWN AS DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 
(DRC).I RECEIVED YOUR COMPANY PROFILE FROM 

THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN MORROCO. 
 

I AM MOVED TO WRITE YOU THIS LETTER, THIS WAS 
IN CONFIDENCE CONSIDERING MY PRESENT 

CIRCUMSTANCE AND SITUATION. 
I ESCAPED ALONG WITH MY HUSBAND AND TWO 
OF OUR SONS NZANGHA AND BASHER OUT OF 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO (DRC) TO 
ABIDJAN,COTE D'IVOIRE WHERE MY FAMILY 

AND I SETTLED, WHILE WE LATER MOVED TO SETTLED 
IN MORROCO WHERE MY HUSBAND LATER DIED OF 

CANCER DISEASE. 
 

HOWEVER DUE TO THIS SITUATION WE DECIDED 
TO CHANGED MOST OF MY HUSBAND'S BILLIONS 

OF DOLLARS DEPOSITED IN SWISS BANK AND OTHER 
COUNTRIES INTO OTHER FORMS OF MONEY 

FOR SAFE PURPOSE BECAUSE THE NEW HEAD OF 
STATE OF (DR) MR LAURENT KABILA HAS MADE 
ARRANGEMENT WITH THE SWISS GOVERNMENT 
AND OTHER EUROPEAN COUNTRIES TO FREEZE 
ALL MY LATE HUSBAND'STREASURES DEPOSITED 

IN SOME EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. HENCE MY CHILDREN 
AND I DECIDED LAYING LOW IN AFRICA TO STUDY 
THE SITUATION TILL WHEN THINGS GETS BETTER, 
LIKE NOW THAT PRESIDENT KABILA IS DEAD AND 

THE SON TAKING OVER(JOSEPH KABILA).  ONE OF MY 
LATE HUSBAND'S CHATEAUX IN SOUTHERN FRANCE 
WAS CONFISCATED BY THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT, 
AND AS SUCH I HAD TO CHANGE MY IDENTITY SO 
THAT MY INVESTMENT WILL NOT BE TRACED AND 
CONFISCATED. I HAVE DEPOSITED THE SUM 

OF ONE HUNDRED  MLLION UNITED STATE DOLLARS 
(US$I00,000,000,00.) WITH A SECURITY COMPANY , 
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FOR SAFEKEEPING. THE FUNDS ARE DECLARED AS 
FAMILY VALUABLES TO PREVENT THEM FROM KNOWING 

THE CONTENT. WHAT I WANT YOU TO DO IS TO 
INDICATE YOUR INTEREST THAT YOU WILL ASSIST 
US BY RECEIVING THE MONEY ON OUR BEHALF 

 
ACKNOWLEDGE THIS MESSAGE, SO THAT I CAN 
INTRODUCE YOU TO MY SON (NZANGHA) WHO HAS 
THE OUT MODALITIES FOR THE CLAIM OF THE 

SAID FUNDS. I WANT YOU TO ASSIST IN INVESTING 
THIS MONEY, BUT I WILL NOT WANT MY IDENTITY 

REVEALED. 
 

I WILL ALSO WANT TO BUY PROPERTIES AND STOCK 
IN MULTI-NATIONAL COMPANIES AND TO ENGAGE 

IN OTHER SAFE AND NON-SPECULATIVE INVESTMENTS. 
MAY  I AT THIS POINT EMPHASISE THE HIGH LEVEL OF 
CONFIDENTIALITY, WHICH THIS BUSINESS DEMANDS, 
AND HOPE YOU WILL NOT BETRAY THE TRUST AND 

CONFIDENCE, WHICH I REPOSE IN YOU.IN CONCLUSION, 
IF YOU WANT TO ASSIST US , MY SON SHALL PUT YOU 
IN THE PICTURE OF THE BUSINESS, TELL YOU WHERE 
THE FUNDS ARE CURRENTLY BEING MAINTAINED AND 

ALSO DISCUSS OTHER MODALITIES INCLUDING 
REMUNERATION FOR YOUR SERVICES. 

 
FOR THIS REASON KINDLY FURNISH US YOUR CONTACT 
INFORMATION, THAT IS YOUR PERSONAL TELEPHONE 
AND FAX NUMBER FOR CONFIDENTIAL PURPOSE AND 
ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT OF THIS MAIL USING THE 

ABOVE EMAIL ADDRESS. 
 

BEST REGARDS, 
 

MRS M.B SESE SEKO 
 
 
 

 


