Abstract

The Antjie/Andries Somers folklore character ingitbfferent decodings since it has many different
inscriptions. These proposed inscriptions aidsrgsgarch project to explore the historical value
this folklore character exhibits when comparedharges in South African social and political

climates since the abolishment of the slave lawi3i84 until the present.

This symbiotic relationship between culture andreabter, as well as the continuous restructuring
of the character, is explored in an attempt to tstdad the changing fears and anxieties projected
onto the Antjie/Andries Somers persona. This caltimon also underwent a continuous number of
different interpretations and manifestations aseigpmced by the Afrikaans speaking community

during the past centuries.

The body with relation to gender is another pivptaint regarding the Antjie/Andries Somers
folklore as well as the question concerning thesptal change from male to female. This relates to
the controversy surrounding a woman as an obje\alf that is investigated through the different
mythologies regarding the origin of sin using tlildibal character of Eve. These explorations of
“evil” as an inscription on women is further examthagainst the backdrop of the patriarchal

society and some of the many dominant religioustfras from that time.

Despite a vast archive of information on the vasiembodiments of Antjie/Andries Somers, the
character as well as the embodiments, is stillghed in mystery and the research project aims to

provide information about some of these manifestesti
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