
Bat Miss Hunter, as quoted above, Macdonald ^ 

indicate that diviners'try to find out the cause of 

the Illness; . Kropf also mentions a doctor Who i s  pre­

sumably a diviner being walled i n . 2 Soge states that, 

i n  serious illnesses, the Xosa always consult a diviner. 3

From Eropf<s description^ of the idini- 

sacrifice animal sacrifice made to propitiate de- .

parted ancestors” ) it  seems that i t  -was offered when 

someone dreamt of the ancestors, for rain , and when 

illness was occasioned by the imish<2". .1 (amatango), . 

(When causing illness the ancestors are known as -

iminyanya or abantu abanga_/sek6yo.) The animal is  . • 

slaughtered i n  the afternoon i n  the centre of the . . 

cattle-fold, and the blood is carried in a  basket to ... - . 

the back of the hut of the person for whom the sacrifice 

is  offered, drops of blood being allowed to f a l l : on the 

ground. A ll the bones and fiesh are laid  on laurel or 

sneezewood twigB in  the. same but. Tha next Say a far® . 

of sneezewood is made on. the spot where the animal Was 

slaughtered. The flesh is  brought out of the hut; . 

a l l  of i t , except the wom*als portion, is carried back- . 

into the cattle-fold, and laid  on sneezewood twigs . . 

near the fire  or huag on the stakes of the fold. The 

am ents portion is taken to a  fire  beside the.calves* 

fo ld . The first part offered is  the fat upon the 

lifcer, which is east upon the fire and wholly burnt. 

A fter  that pieces of *eat may be roasted and eaten 

aOTing the mornlM, W l  « «  °£ ths s m “ X 18  b0lled’



partly on the f ir e  ■besides the calves’ fold. A ll  tha, 

coiled meat Is  taicen off the fire Six the afternoon and_. 

eaten by both parties j men and women, at the same time. . > 

Next Say all  the fat , bone and meat left , and the twigs ; 

used, are burnt on the cattle-fold firaj tbe blood'is 

either burnt on the fire  or poured on the inside of the . 

iaibaya fence. On the day the sacrifice i# eaten, people 

are posted at the cattle- and calf-fold gates, and every*• 

one who partakes o f the sacrifice mast give them something, 

and say, ’’Camaga". A ll these articles are eaati^reS^in . 

the cattle-fold, near the fence. 'Camagu* is  evidently . 

an exclamation invoking the spirits ,  fox i t  is  used by • . 

anyone entering a hat where lies one afflaeted by the - 

ancestors?* tbe visitor invokes the spirits t *  care for . 

tiie sufferer.^- (A doctor entering a  hut says* "Tarani':, 

(be merciful) "addressing the ghosts o f the ancestors and. 

isrploriog them to be propitious, to have jasroy on the. sick 

person and withdraw their evil influence from him, -

• • Macdonald, describing the sacrifice on .
*‘ -r

theoecSsion of an illness, says that the bones and -fat- aye 

burnt, and tbe magician, ’“assuming the priestly character", 

(tiiis-is  surely wrong) prays, *Ye who- are above, who^hava 

gone before, look upon us in  pity . 5Te who see^ it  is. not^ 

the dead we offer , hear. I t  is  blood. We rep ent*^  Will 

you tot relent and be favourable to »« ifco offer eaenfiee 

to you?"3 ' ’ x  am certain that Hacdonald mistook the Of- 

fiSiator at t&e‘sacrifice! Warmr's aiacripO.oa,* at say 

r&tfe, coincides, more or less , with Kropf‘s .

--
1 , ■ ■Videft’.’MakU'ba-faDJasj"', p . §3.,.

4 . "  Maclean, op. c it .,  p.- ®7«



• . Soga points oat the d e a r  difference

that exists betwutsti thediv iner , isho spjis that a sacrifice 

must be made, aiifi tha head of the family, the priest, who 

presides over the sacrifice. According to him, the . 

sacrifice is preceded by the. drinking of beer; then the 

oz. is  tilled , either toy making an incision in  the belly , ■ 

near the navel, through which incision the killer thrusts •• 

his arm and breaks the aorta, or by severing the spinal 

cord. The priest and the patient's family eat the right • 

side) starting on the shoulder (intsonyama) and later the , 

breastbone arid ribs; the fat of the intestines is -burnt . :: 

and the blood placed in  the patient*s hut for tha fie?Xee- 

tation and the appeasement of the ancestors; relatives, 

friends and sympathisers eat the left  side. The morning. 

after the sacrifice the blood w ill have coagulated; i t  . • -. 

is  broken up by hand, heated with gravy fat  left over . . 

from the feast, and given to the dogs. I f  the. sick person 

recovers, beer-drinking follows Which “partakes of the . . ... 

nstare of a  -thank-offering to the ancestral spirits, who 

are supposed to have graciously heard the prayers and ac*> 

cepted the sacrifice". The skull and horns of sacrificial

animals are kept. 1  .................... - ....... •

When a Bomvana is  sick the doctor (i t  .. 

must he tie diviner) helps to ihoose the aninal that m a t  

Da sacrificed. Hie blood is  offered to th . ancestors - 

in the patient's Wit end he hiinsHf eat* the intsomyaaa, 

save that a mother eats it  for a s ic* child. l ie  sac­

r ifice  is performed by tie eldest rale mutter of the 

family who is present, in  the cattle-kraal. The Method 

of w e e i n g  the aorta is used. The purpose of the sec- 

r ifice  is  explained to the ancestors, The meat is 

divided, the sto»4Ch content* • «  Scattered ahont the

1. Soga, OP. c l t . , PP. 1*5 seq.



kraglg and the 'bones are collected and burnt.* I f  a 

member of the c h ie fs  family is i l l  one of the cattle 

of the sacred Bonrvana herds is offered to the chiefrs 

ancestors. This  is done at certain pools into which 

the meat is  thrown.

Miss Hunter gives a full description 

of the Pondo idini sacrifice. The sick person may him­

self dream of the beast to be slaughtered, or the diviner* 

may point it  out. The patient is washed at the krs&l . 

gate gnd bis relatives are summoned; then he ia again . 

washed, while the officiant prays t i  the amatango that 

the illness he cured. Some cattle are driven into the 

fold, the sacrificed victim is thrown, stabbed with the 

sacrificial spear, and killed by having its aorta broken. . 

I t  mast bellow. The intestinal fat which, firi't pro- . 

jects from the wound is  burnt in  the iadlu enkuiu; the .. 

instomnyama is  given to the patient who r ->t not eat 

the first  pieces but- touches them with his lips and 

then burns them. He eats the rest and tastes the . other 

portions before his relatives eat of them. The jaw- . 

bones are kept in  the patient's hut aoA the horns are . 

put in  the thatch; the other' bones are given to the • 

dogs. The ga11 is poured on the entrails, but the .

bladder itself ©ust be tied to the patient's wrist? 

the blood is le ft  tirernight for the ancestors. The • 

officiant throws some of the umswame (stomach contents) . . 

in  the kraal, at the gate and the back, and prays that 

the kraal may be full of cattle and the spirits of the 

ancestors. The rest of the umswame is used to cover 

the W-ood so as to prevent the other cattle from being 

frightened. Like the Zulu, tte P«*X> W  V *™ *™  a sa°-

S •' '•
r ifice . Kropf/.........

' - ~  2 1 4  *,

1 . Cook, op. oit*» p .  115 •-+ _
2 , Soga, "Ama~Xosa*. op, c i t .,  p .

3 .  . Buntey, MSS* *



Kropf records ..another approach to "the 

ancestors. The witehdoat&r may strew dedicated co m  in 

ana around the hut or kraal, and boil some "in  order to 

propitiate the in?inyaaya and izishologu, and cause them 

to reiaove sickness, and avert evil", i'he boiled co m  of 

other food is eaten by adult men and aged women only.'1'

A  third way in  which the blessing of 

the ancestors i s  invoked in  sickness is through, the 

ubulunga beast.which represents, as shown in  the section 

marriage ceremonies.} the mother's aneestors. The . 

ta il hairs of this cow are used to make a nacklaca which 

wards .off.disease.^ . -

. Amagquira may work i n  two nays* either .

through familiars or .medicines. Miss Hunter describes?. . 

several of the former, The. impundulu or izulu (lightmng- 

bird) appears to his igquira as a person, and beeomss hie 

or. her lover. I t  is  usually possessed by females Who in-, 

herxt i t  or take i t  over. Ehe izulu is employed in  . . 

causing sickness and death; a miscarriage, for example, 

is  attributed to a  kick from an izulu.. . The izulu may . .. 

turn on its owner ana demand the blood of her relatives.

■To dream o f an izulu is a sign -that one is -acquiring an. - 

izulu , and treatment is  only.possible i f  immediate eon- . , . 

fession is  made- . An ixwele (igqira) takes the patient 

into the veld, washes. himself and her with medicine and 

nakes her inhale medicine.. She drinks an emetic in  beer, 

and must continue to drink, and wash with, medicines for 

some time. Miss Hunter does not say i f  there are any 

special practices in- treating, disease caused by an iaulu.

Secondly, there is the leantl .

(mamlombo, ingoka yezulu-} *  snake which lives an. the river..

: . . • a n d / . . . . .
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and take^Shany forms. i t  is  the cause of severe il l ­

nesses such as leprosy, paralysis, apoplexy. The 

patient must not touch amasi and is cured by inhaling 

the smoke of Yikolosh?- ^Kin end eating "fikolosh fat. 

Apparently the icanti may act on its own, or at the 

orders of an igqpira . 5  Krcpf defined icanti as "  a 

fabulous watersnake, supposed to leave the water mes­

merizing a person, who becomes afterwards a doctor1’.^

But Boga agrees that the icenti is  a kaleidoscopic being 

which threatens serious illness and death to whoever sees 

i t .  A  person who sees an icanti mast keep perfectly ■ . 

silent t i l l  his family sends for an ijcwele who treats • . 

him. Here* it  seems, the icanti acts on its own - : .

initiative . 4  Prom Macdonald’s reference I  gather that. . , 
. M M * . . . •

the icanti was not used, iteen he wrote, for fcakata par-. .

poses . 5  Warner describes a special sacrifice to. th e ..

icanti in which an ox is  cut up and.thrown into the .

water, piece by  piece? as this sacrifice is generally...

offered on behalfi of a doctor undergoing hie initiation® ...

i t  is  possibly intended to stop an icanti possessing him

and turning him into an igqutlra. . ■

■ do wooen arc* als&'supposed to possess.

a at Jce (inyoka yabafazi) which they send to bite children.-

so that these develop bowel trouble, diptherla, ofc body . -

sores. Men often fcakata by sanding the s l i s E ,  the

baboon on which they riSe , and it must bo scared away by

1 .  Vide infra.
2 .  Hunter, J$3S. cita.

4* soga^1 "Ama-Xosa", op. c it .,  pp. 193 seq.

6 . OP. e i t . , 7ol. *XX, P-124-
6 . Ekexaan, op. c i t . , p . o /.
7 ,  Hunter, JiSS. eita.



Finally there is Tikoloshe or 

who seems in  general to be more of a HobittGoodfellow 

than, a  carrier of evil, though Soga, as we have seen, says 

he is  the cause o f -sterility in  women. Tikoioshe is  a 

small, hairy river-being, with a squashed-up face and •• - 

onl-y one "buttock. The male1 s penis is  So long that i t  

can pe wrapped round h is  waist (Cook) oattied over M s  

shoulder (Hunter)» Children are supposed to see him . 

apd play witn Him. He is  kept, like the imfewe, in  a  - ••• 

store hut by his  ig^teira master or mistress, snfl seat - 

abroad at night to harm people. (A female igtjWira is  the .. 

distress of a  male TUcaloshe I n  both senses of the word} *.

A. tilcoldshe accompanies an iault*. ffhen the latter goes 

k illin g , but i t  is less deadly, and. "sometimes Tikoloshe ■•...• 

feels sorry for you and loosens the enchantment of the 

i z u lu ". (Hunterji. Tikoloslse fat is  a valuable iyeza- 

and is  used, against hiinself. . . . ..

The ieanti, *e  have seen, ifisy w k  . . 

evil of its own accord, and the same seefl^ to be. tpus o f . 

the inGumbane, a  serpent or worm Which is  supposed, t o . '. . 

aooop out a ll  the v ital power Of a men, emaciating him. .

A  powerful evil spirit is  the itln zi , 3  which is.the .iaulu  ..

or other familiar o f a  « n l  ..H I  * > f * "  ' »  «iili M i l  ,

off a  wj.oie village with eonsmiption or some other aisease* 

I t  is  not certain that a ll  familiars, on the death of 

their ajsagtjuira, turn ^  probably ontjr

happens ifhera the Igq«/ira m s  particularly tea or « w r .  - 

the daughter has failea to inherit the familiar. lo 

frustrate an itiffid the i g ^ i ™  sprays the u M i  with 

w e*a , and « n  ana *™ *m  shout to ariye it  amjr, calliog 

out the name of « *  aeaa igqiUra. A  20a t  is sacrificed 

. • outside/ . .»



outside tha umzi-, ana its umsnama is pat into the sprinkled 

amsyeza, end into medicines given, with emetics, to the 

people. Fires are lighted in  the irate, kraal, and gate­

ways* A dog is  killed to create >% nasty smell,

. There seems to toe, in  the Tranakei,

some idea. o f a  ''river-god." who can inflict disease, for • 

anyone crossing,-dr “bathing in, a  river should cast "soane - 

article of value, even; i f  it  be hut a pin  or grain of • 

mai2e , into  the. watee" to p r o p i t i a t e ^  •

. . . . According to M s s  Hunter, Fondo ana*'

gqj*dra sends omens which cases sickness or death of thent- 

selves. These ares an owl alighting on a  hut,' or &  ’hae ' . 

entering one; a  dog ^jumping on, a Ituj, or urinating in  . -• . 

the^Jcraal or in  a hut; an ant's nest appearing in  a  hat, % 

or musnrooms growing there or on the ikQndlaj or a horn- • 

b il l , jackal, buzaard or rock-rabbit coining to tile' village. - ; 

Then the village is  treated to "prevent the evil predicted ., 

t-OBing" . 2  H^re apparently, then, the evil-is eontadued . . 

is-the omen, as L^vy-Bruhl maintains is  always the case.® : 

The ixwele mixes pigs* blood with amayeza and sprinkles - 

the village5 the inmates are saarified and doctored with 

medicines . 4  From Soga*S descriptions it  is  not clear - . 

whether these oaens merely prognosticate evil or bring it , 

bu^ the doctor is  called, in  to exord Se .tie evil influence ■ 

introduced,^

The other metho'd of takata is by using 

meuiclr.ee (lflmtl) on the Bam  principles as described for

a ,  zoiu , l i e  igqwlra mixes s is  clam s ana calls out

of M s  victil! 1» W  « »  “ 6 w i  ®  * atl! * “  ’* CT

t h e / , . , .
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the latter passes over It- he w ill  be af fV-nted- nr ifce 

wizard Kay work on a man's body parts —'Ills excrement, 

hair 5 n a ils , "blood or sweat*-sta in ed  clothing; or through 

food or the post . 1  According to Soga, the wizard kills 

a person by sending lightning, or he concocts his ubuti 

and "wishes a certain individual to be the victim of a 

particular form of i l l n e s s . . . . .  He names the person, aad 

mentions the desired form of affliction, then waves the ,. 

medicine i n  the direction of his victim, while pronouncing 

the intended doom" . 2 (Sog&'a emphasis on the word wishes 

should, be noted, for according to Miss Hunterjs "reliable . 

informants1' a  person could never takata -unconsciously,-aid .. 

an igquara always knows he is an igquira. But he muy . 

have become one unwillingly, by inheriting an izuSiu or ■. 

getting a love charm which turns into an isu lu .3) . ■

The amagqwira ere combated, (apparently^ \ . 

both when, they work with ubuti and familiars) by the ana- .. 

gqira who smell them out or fight them with counter-magic....

A  person spelt out was formerly^ba&taied or killad; some- ... 

times he could be forced to raise the spell. The whole. 

sunzi may have to be treated, and this may involve the killing,- 

of a goat, the smoking and e d i f i c a t i o n  of the v illager?*. . 

and the planting of medicated pegs about the village. .

She Xosa diviner smell« out the wizard wsho may be killed} .. 

the wizard is required to. undo his spell. According to . 

Macdonald, the leech will pretend to extract something . . . 

from the body, claiming that a w±£ardh&s injected it  

into the sick man, or hs may. smell cut the wizard who w iil  .

. b e / . . . . . .  .

^1.
1 .  Hunter, MSS. elta.
2 . "Ana-Xosa” , op. c-«-
3 .  MSS. e ita . .... / - • - ... .

k  S g S ;  "Am-xoaa” , »P, c i t „  ffl. -179



be executed at tne chief*s ordered Warner only mentions 

the smelling out process, and the vizard, ■when pointed out, 

must reveal 'toss spells,2 .

I  have found, in  the Trsoekeian material, 

one or two examples of sickness resulting ■from tiie working 

o f the ritual and oagi*al sanctions. Thus slow healiJ 

attends the circuacised boy who has committed incest, and 

he must confess his fault* while a  S iild  will not, we have 

seen, take the breast i f  the mother has been unfaithful, 

even i n  thought, to her husband.® year and trembling 

w ill stize  a man who has taken advantage of a  woman.^ ' ^  

These are esm pies of the ritual sanction; the magical ■ 

sanction has been considered in  the section/kon love chasmS* 

where the Ptmfio bas'band. lias bees, described tts taking "just­

ifiable revenge’1 for his cackoldom. *

Fiiza-Uy, the Transkeian leech mast use • ­

some medicines that have (Objectively, a  genuine^Jfcerapeutic 

power. "Many of these herbalists", concedes BacdooaLds . - 

"ftava acquired considerable skill in  treating common a il­

ments18.6  ( I f  the cure is  successful here - as probably . 

always - a thankaof ferine is made)* Warner also admits 

a little  of this skill and knowledge.6  The Kafi-r doctors . 

probably use the gam  medicines and treatments as the .. 

Zulu,7  but as the culture of the Treaskeian tribes has not 

been well recorded it  is unnecessary for me to set out the . 

few poorly-related facts that are available.

How are these "beliefs slid practices ts j 

be interpreted in  terms of this thesis? Firstly, as re- .. 

gards sacrifice, X  would quote Krs. Eoernle who says that . 

the people for sacrifices are offered elate, to Her . .

knowledge/.

I --op o it ., V o l .X iT p .27 4 . Vide quoque «r«yx,

'  ul S i k o u ,  P»2£2 . .

I :  * >46, ■ ;

fi 1 Maplean. QP. Cit»-j .
?» Vide Sojjii} "Ama-Xosa",  o p .e it .p .n S ; Kropf,op.cit, passi



knowledge, that they- M v e  a real feeling of relief after 

tbe sacrifice. Bryant points out that the effects of 

suggestion, and auto-suggestion are far more pronounced .on 

Natives than on whites, and says •that this is perhaps thfe 

reason why Native doctors so often effect a cure.1  It  is  

permissible then to say that -when a sick man fcae been sac— . 

rificed  fo r , in  virtue of his confidence in  the aaatongo*’© . 

powers he is  confident that he w ill recover and, in  con- . 

sequence, does recover. Moreover a man must often fall 

i l l  because he knows that he has omitted some office due - . - 

to the ancestors. This, we have see$ happens to the woman - 

who has not paid the debt of tomba ile , But ■where, in  the 

sacrifice for &  siek p&rson, is  the transmission of power? ..

I t  is  &t times v^aen he is sick that marjj becomes most aware • . 

o f  powers acting outside him and a g a in s ^  disease is  not . . 

o€ th<? Bi>tiUral order of l ife , ̂  and when it  confronts him .. 

his  whole organism becowes tensed with emotion, with hope 

and f’dspair, fear ofi death and longing for l i fe .  The. . . , 

gacrifice^releases these emotions, and since it .is  the a&*.. , 

cestw s  Who may send disease or grant health, and the head 

of the family alone who may sacrifice} they are enhanced 

in  value i n  the eyes of the sufferer. His ambivalent . .* 

emotion, so'cialiy toned, concentrates in  then. But tie 

' patient's valne to society is  also emphasised, for to bin 

passes some of tie power of the ancestors and. tbe e »tio n al  

toning of those who at the sacrifice to wish hto well.

Be is assisted to recover by the concentration of all  his 

relatives and friends, for "all observe the n w o s t  decorm 

as they ire  to the presence of the s p ir t s  of their ancestor,, 

and inuBt show hononr end deference to W . 3 Here is 

: another way in  which the ancestors gain power, f r o . the

w ho le/..

F T S ^ S S S ;  S ^ k ^ a n d H e l i g i o . . . ,  o p . c t . , * . :  

•Si -Soga, "fiaa-XosaV op .cat., ? •  •

’ X T >
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whole asserflblage of the family, eating together in  a . 

coaERinity of which the spirits are a part. FtirthGrcaore, 

since the ancestors have power to send disease for moral 

wrongs and breaches of custom, these sacrifices stabilise 

society as a whole with all its tradition and morality. .

In  short, the cure for a  disease sent ty the amatongo is 

definitely religious In  its working. But, curiously, the 

Zulu doctor can bar the amatongo with magical rites, con- . 

trolling them "by his  knowledge. . •

■ - I  cannot interpret the beliefs about

Heaven and disease owing to the pooi^ information on-the, 

subject, «r)rt I  propose to leave the ritual and magical • . 

sanctions to the section on law, morality.and the .super-, 

natural. Briefly, ^Iliwrts resulting from ritual aefile- 

ment/is cured by purification, and the magical sanction 

must be countered with Magic. I  ravey therefore* next 

'to consider the work of the abatateti and the remedies • 

employed against tte». I  take as representative o f *01 

the South-Eastern Bantu M s s  Hunter's statement .that .tbs 

Pondo see* to sense *  Power * ” “ » *  I" a ” e > U “ '?u!!,, 

vauions substances (amayeza) j1  which is pot-ntiaHy , .

ambivalent.. I t  may work for good or i l l .  The.

abatakati <a«Mql»ira, balayi) Hsr »agle«l practices use 

tie power of these substances to work evil against, othera* 

the diviner, leech and . e 4icine-.au use tM o  power for  - 

good, also by .agical which tap this power

di„ectl, through spells, rites, m » ,  al*>«t altogether, 

through .edicines. But frequently these medicines ; 

derive part, at least," of their power f r o . the m a g i c ^ s  

ancestors who are . w i t h e r * , *  sacrifice, to

strengthen the imiti, ‘

■; process in  Which so» . of the ancestors, power is t r «*-

,erred to the i-iti and « .  of o-tx- . K - r ,

- . : c o n v e r s e ly ,/.. .. .  .

1 , tod through men? « s s  Sunter says, no.



conversely} .to. the ancestors. Where the amaggtftra of the 

Transkei act through the izulu and other spirits they are 

also using the powers of the supernatural directly, though 

these powers are here personified. I  cannot believe, . . 

despite some o f the quotations jnade above , that these . ' 

spirits are. ever sacrifices to, m e n  when they act of fheai?- 

own accord, though an animal may be thrown to than. J a  tfcft- 

ease of the intinzi ana other autonomous spirits the power >y 

causing the disease^. is evil when i t  has that effect. . - 

(Tikolosbe may be ’benevolent) and., that power is personified.. 

Bat these sprites are exorcised ana generally controlled ■.. ■ 

by  magical practices. . The uefcak&ti is  either met 1ay canter- 

iiiagic or made to l i f t  his spell. I f  he ia killed or . • 

banished i t  is  clearly an emotional caUtarais; as tevy- - 

Bnihl points out the killing releases ever-present and. 

future fears. " I t  is not merely a fpestlon. of reprisals . •„ 

for the past enchantments these, people have suffered ,

the number anas extent of v&ioh they do not eve- 'aiow,- They 

desire further, and atove a ll , 'to destroy beforehand tho^e . 

jfghich the wizard might use against them in  the future11. 1-

£e and has spirit must be annihilated, wiped 'otit of the,,. _.....

sot- A  stascture. ■ • . . ,

• The -ZulU umshopi custom end the Tha$ga, . .

treatment of smallpox show that disease itse lf  may be per­

sonified, The umshopi custom with the dominance of 

« a  in  i t  is , i »  m  o fto te , *  60rt o t  «*4 t o 6 i » * *  , 

fsatoine m m l a t ,  • »  U  *> .“ sease.

i .  such, I  M  « U «  «  " « «  tie “

the Homkubulwana ceremonies. . , . . . . .

• • : . ■ m m m w  m  «  *i< *  « •  PMsage. «  temporary

- , * 4-Pa has been adeouately dealt 'with by .
stopping of normal l ^ e ,  has Deeu huey« . .

: ; ■ . . 3frnoe&/»...



Jttcoa on. the Thongs. -The conception is  not clearly worked 

out in -the other tribes, tliough garws of it  appear*

• As regards the treatment -of disease

with imiti ,  I  have in  the te*t referred to -the question, 

whether these, in  the light of modern science} possess 

genuine therapeutic Qualities. But the question# of 

what types of imiti powers would- be recognised hy the - 

Natives themselves remains, and I  suggest that these a r e : . 

three:- • • • • v .

• (1) intiti (substances, herbs, roots, 

e ta .) ’JSvlch possess in  themselves supernatural power., as, . 

e ,g . intelezi, imiti,,- errmyama; . ■ . .

• (2) iiniti which cure on the prfcacipl.8

o f similia similibus curantur, as e .g . ,  twitching of the ; .. 

flesh IB cured by using medicines .made from twitching . 

animals; and, • • ■ • ■ • . •• • .

• (3) imiti which -work on the principle, 

that the past transmits the'properties of ,«b* whole, !.*■» 

••on the law of- participations,, e .g .  the-uae t>£ a.lion'.B .eye. 

Outside of medicines, the.treatments ■ ... 

^ b l e e d i n g ,  mpour-baths, ■Upci*e, etc ., Mam-.sound-..

t M g l v t t *  *»■«"“  • “ * <  » • ’> *»

W  « 1 » W m  «  »  ^

s a v e .a g io a l p r o i .r t l w . C *> «  t a .a M » t s , 

u »  of 1 aeapegoate1, « »  « « » •  “  «

arite. M a t ,  e tc ., » »  - gteal . • ,  

Finally  X have to-poiTrt. out-Wat ..-the

diviners and leeches ( « *  • * « *  * * ■ * > *  « *  <8*tf *  V *  , 

g ^ e e t  magician) a c ^ e  * - * * -  «-

: r ^ t i c . ^ ^ - r ; r .



prestige of the Bagiciaa and apparently work as religious 

processes. But this is  on. the surface tnly. Eto in  

these tribes the force of the cure comas, generally, from 

.the imiti,. and i t  is the imiti which acquire for the leeches 

reputation and powdr. . But this power i s  not the power, of 

the supernatural; i t  is social recognition, . The super­

natural power in  t&fise •cures is directly employed i&tfca 

rite , lienee it-.is jsagJcal. • - <-•. -,v.< •

i ... .

fviil DEAlS. . - -.

• Death is  the..final crisis that m x  4»' -

■ society must faeej and here the end is the d . iffiaA, •

"Death, -Che giver of L ife , the slayer of L ife , the.bagin- 

ning and the end", writes Axel Munthe,. and saop indeed, .. 

apart fi*om res mystical coptexTi, is de^th? in,-5^'imit2v-"; . 

society. For it , even more than birthj is tfce..r£t^d6-i; ...„, 

n ss a g e  par excellence.. 1 m  hauy praeas. from non-icing »  

SM-teing into thia H t « ,  * *  *

littla  ( 'count. At initiation, *arr*age, ana paternity, 

the inf ’v .dial passes froa stage to stage of this l ife ; .. 

at death he naies the last c^ossiBg, and. departs to m t w  .

' on ,  «  l i fe .  "Death, tha giver of l i f e ,  *to »layar of 

U f a ,  the SegiininfS ari the ® d « . W  u-ortalitjA is 

perhaps m n 'e  fundamental, moat cherished belief, 

palaeolithic man had i t , a s  t*> ceremonial turials in  the 

cave of La Chapells « «  Saint? W - a t  0£».t  witness, and . 

w  face In  tie world today la s , as Part of t u  « * » , .

■. , ■ • .. -

X : Tbrougnoux 
continued .

. ejvd do not

1  u s e ^ T ^ T ^ ^ , " ^ ‘̂ 1 ^ l e a s t T ~after death,.



a  firm conviction of immortality,.

Tie second observation i  wish to make, 

before describing the death customs of the South-Eastern 

Bantu, is  that death is always far isore an affair of the 

survivors than of the dying person, thoughts..as Malinowski 

points out, much of the ritual is directed to care for the -. 

dying man's spirit .1  Nevertheless the stage is. stolen front . 

the principal actorj for him life  stands still , waiting , . 

for him to die. But hie relatives and friends and felloyf- 

tribesnien live  on. He cannot react to the crisis, they. . 

unigt. I t  is  a£ly when he has been helped by the survivors 

to his  new life  that he again begins to grow in  istport&nee?. 

and even then, among the Ss>^h-Bastem..pseitu> isis personal. \ 

immortality is  of no significance save insofar as itaffeets . 

his fellows still  on earth, . .. . .

E is  villagers are ordered not to lie .with their w ives ,,and 

-doubtless a ll  go silently abowt, thinking r f  the sick ffiah . 

in  his  hat, attended hy doctar and. diviner f. striving w  ;-.

- sieve off the inevitable. I t  is-ttOTl®**, . « *  tfust

Manyibane, a Thongs Jieadajars,,. is  dying.,2

So Kanyifeane summons his relation? and. ut^era: his

his "breathing becomes shorter his

o f/.

jionS op. c it .,  PP. 66 setj*



of the men who carry oui the funeral rites too heavy.

The fire  which was bariung in  his hut is  immediately 

carried to the village square, where it must be kept 

alight for the next five days. A ll the relatives must 

be informed of the death, even tfiose far away; this is - 

donto by blowing smoke in  their direction,telling thew of 

the death and wishing them well,

The grave is- dug by two or four grave­

, diggers, male relatives who must be apart, belaud-the hut 

of the deceased or in  the little forest near the viilage^ - 

i f  the dead w^n wsys a guardian of the sacred forest, the - 

ntimUj he w ill  be buried there. The grave is  dug near 

a tree ahd consists of a rectangular hole (about six  feet r. 

t <xr feet by three feet) at the bottom of -one aide of,-. .•. 

whi_. .j. circular hole is scooped. A ll the sides are well . 

smoothed. The larger square hole is  known aS tfte square .. . 

*<hug'p) of the deceased, the ci2*cular vault, is  his  hut . . 

(ytadlu), "tfe will dwell in  the hut,., but come out from it  

and pit in  his square underground, just as he did-in his . . 

village” . (Incidentally, Jtottf. argues that th e .position- . 

ing of the body is  not foetC ., for the Thonga do not know, - 

he says, how the child lies ^ r e f O r e  the

attitude o f tte corpse aoes not ind icatea  re-biith. Ac­

cording to U . ,  the oorpse is placed in  «  » i t « = S  t u it io n ,, 

as la  a  ant Sot, ifcere i t  continues its old l ife . But in  

the «  illustration the. corps, is  placed on Its

side, not. to a sitting position; and .oreover,since. »hen 

a  pregnant woman dies she is cut open and her hahy huriod 

separately from her, tie Thonga »ust lave found out the 

position of foetus in  the « * » .  *he grave is in­

, *■.„*«. sht' * vault collapse i t  . • 
spected by the relative , . .. . ■

,  +va*  the wizard who killed the. deceased .
w ill be a sign that the w <» ^  . .

• (18atl;ulana) / . . . • •  .



fonatlulana) is  present.

The grave-diggers wrap the body la  its

mat and rugs, stitching them twice} at sunset a hole is

made in  the back of the hut, in the man's or woman*s side

according to the sex of the corpse, and through this it

i s  carried head foremast. ‘She \ia6srtakers may dse herbs .

to deaden the smell of death. They proceed slowly to •

the grave, followed by the silent mourners, and place,the.

corpse on its le ft  side on rugs in  the vault, with -the .

head resting on a piece of the sacred nKanye tri?e, ’The . -

body- faces over the hubo in the direction whence the SsH- .
* . gmA* * *.» ..

' cestors came. They strip the deceased* slash the rugs, .. .

-in which be ras wrapped, down the middle, Tlies£, and. . .. -.

. a ll  the aead man's clothing are ttoofm on -the hubov t

"everything aust breathe its last/ just tne same as the. -.

deceased", Nothing which will not decay-as the body Cues

must be put in  ihe grave or crare death will come to the .i

v illage, and nothing knotted must be thrown in } lest the .

shitaienfw (spirit) become angry at being imprisoned,

(Otiisr articles of greater value, soot, as ne« jots , good,

baskets, assegaais, knives, hoes, etc ., are lung on t#e ;

tree hy tie  grOTe or In  front 0£ the deceased's to t ).

A ll  the relatives carefully e i «  « « *  their Saids the SOB,

with #»ic»  they arc to te l*  M U  the grave. A towel is  ;

Wrapped about the corpse's head mil the sand l i  carefully

put in . The chief Jigger,' »ho carried the SeaB, puts .

trtg e m  the dead Man's M ^ t  M u d . AS

the 3arth reach ,. M s  ana the U * >  «  *«. ,

that th , f i g s  r o K in  expced, »hen the ara is t o y  ex­

tended * e  digger « * «  -  “  “  *  “ ■

ana leaves the other. S B ®  « «  >**■ 16 “ >

* » •  « « *  * “ • *  18 
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enter into relation ■with the spirits Of the ancestors"}- *

The jam s it  near tie grave, the women farther, o ff, a ll  

silent. The sacrifice of the litsanwa{ •‘to Secure a  

good reception for the deceased on the part o f the 

psikwembu, v iz . ,  -the ancestor gods” , is  to be performed.

The officiant makes circular figures in  the atr with the .

- and calls the spirits with the sacramental, 

tea, ts&. “•You, my ancestors, who are- assembled today.- 

Do you not see this? you have taken him. 1  am alone ... 

now. X pray you, vftn are yonder, as he las gone Uaefc .. 

to you, that we rer«ln in  pf*ace. He aid not leave tts 

is  aogcr. -Let us nowrn him gently, in  peace* Let a& . . . 

help each other to mourn him well, even our parent 8~itit-.lssf;., 

frota amongst whom he has taken his w ife". As- soon as. . 

the prayer is over the women bufeffc into lafcsntsttaK, ̂ 4 *  *.-■ 

throw themselves on -the ground, especially the 'td.&z of. . 

the dead man. Her parents lament over M r t Uie nen dido's, 

Ihe brothers weep; "You. have gone first , shall soon-

follow youv because there is  attraction m  deatfe". ^3xe 

pota, handles of assegasis, e tc ., are broken over-thS: .

grave. -

• Here Junod interpolates to explain . ,

t a m  aeatu " is  not « 4 r  *  sa« o'™” 6 * *  S ' * *  01 '

pain Oil acamait, of the MTisaOTSJtt, tart, a arssSfol am-

tsalBMttis p o » «  *-i<* l»ts o11 ot,58rts ““ 1 w p l , i ■ 

the nelsBbo«®oo» or V a  a b a s e d ,  all  M s  ralatlTOS,

<nren m o w ' earelling * w  “ W .  “  JoMmertMrg

w  im t a n c .,  t w o  a slats ° *  TOelaaMSS. * M *  m-  

ium iut»  is very e m g u m n  » 6 « e a .  I t  m l » ,  «  M  

p m p - W  * u  « •  * *  • « “ * *  “  ts* * * “  ’ray-

Th aw  « «  m ” a aeceas8a!

a * , t » .  » * ■  « J * a *  * - W

®w * alrSer8 “ “ “



toe inhabitants of the bereaved v illage> ths relations 

residing in  otner villages, even the relatives of the 

wives of the deceased, £>1 these being unclean ere 

pieced beyond the jsle of society"* They enter on 

marginal periods of varying length} a year or more 

for widows,' a aonth for the village, five or six  days 

0nlV  for inouroers from outside. During this tiise they 

rauat observe certain taboos, of which the ban on sexual •

. intimacy between spcuseg is one of the strictest, They 

emerge frc.^ this marginal period by various yuri£i«atory 

and aggregating rites, which divide the mourning into . 

■terse stages, of which the fi^rst ia  the great mourning• . 

of the first  five days, sfeieh I  £tall now proceed te» 

rearunt for the Ronga. .■-.••

. Just after the burial, a ll  tlig- dn»-.- -

habitants of the village go to the la_t& or river to - 

bathe. The grave-diggera nibble an ndjao, the root of 

a juncus wnieh has jnagical poser. All except the . 

■widows go back to the village, ana the woven gra&3 on

• tha crorm of the dead man's hut is  removed and _-*d to 

Olose the door. The widow© (vide-Janod,Vol.I p.2GO; 

go to the main road v/ith other women .previously-widowed, 

for they form &  "secret society*' which only meets to , 

initiate new meffihers.. • JTo one else ahoula come near 

then. One of the society cuts into the -&ian of tee 

member's le ft  inguinal <gsoin> r e g io n ,^ h e r e  the . 

husband was resting". -If the blood f r « O y  i t  ■.

is  a good sign ass to the relationship that-existed be­

tween the vontt ana-^er husband, k  fire  is lighted of



performed ±n the ciain rosct* Junocl svigt;ssts, in order that 

travellers passing that, way may pick up the aon.t&aiE£.tion 

o f death, lie  women is  now clad in  a scanty girdle and . 

led -to the village, where the men hide in  tie tots,. She - 

is  to -the uncro'sn&e Vnyt, uftiere she crosses the thrash- ■ .• 

old for the last fciae, shouting, "My toJshsai&l lay Uus^-andt : 

You have left  ae alone l What am I  to fio?" Mien 6oe& 

out. hy the hole through which, the corpse was- tsfcenj her - 

friends aeet her and restore to her her clos.t'teg, w M < & ; ' •. 

has fceen washed in  the pool, and which she no^ wears for - 

two days. I f  there is  more than one wi£&, only the . great. 0 

wife undergoes this ceremony; a&d a widower psafss tto ou ^ .• 

similar Fites only Whea M a  great wifa dies . 5n  sorae- •: 

clans (Kpofumo) the grase-diggers also undergo a. special „ %■ 

pu- ■'fication on the first  evening; they wash with rikhylu .. 

leaves. Formerly they used to emolce hen's. dnaig in  a- sjal£> - 

shell. • .

From the first  dssy on the widows and .. 

grave-diggers siust eat with special spoons made of broketx - 

.calabashes and during the ^Siole of tht Great Kourning- they* „ 

may not eat #ith their fij-gera trm . the eomnon i t

night the v;idovi;i sleep in  the open, or, i f  i t  rains j i s  

other tats of the Tillage than their o m ,  am ce  tteae 6e- , 

longed to the aeeeaaed, on tie following day the dootor 

coa.6. m  purifies tte gra.a-o±ffi«e a*4  the first 

widow with «  vapom--hai* of p o w f W .  M dicisea! the pot 

o» * i a  U » s e  aye t o * *  * » *  “  » * • » < » >  « »  * « « * .  . » *  

otter « d o .a  are treated in  »  W  -  t b . third and fiftl, , 

d am . JJX the rtllagera » t  .‘ «Lr hair to an ertent vary­

ing « v m  ttcl- r e l a t i o n ^ ,  ■* “ H * * *  ”  o o B aao goM W , 

„ t h  the deceased. 0 * H *  *  * • ?  «  « * “ *  " T " *

w  a  ^  •  » » « « *  • “ “  ^  ‘ •
. - . .. . causing/. . .. .  ■



causing -Uiftxr naxr to stand on end vrhich votaia ma&e them 

lose their tenses. Then -ohey ail dott dark blue cotton 

cloth which Is  apparently Indigenous, tine tbs food

ot the deceased has 13600016 contaminated, aid tbjs •edntsia- 

ination must he rituaiiy removed by a rite knoww as luma 

milomo. Samples of aw r y  kind of 'food la  t&& storehonees 

are cooked and placed in  a basket which belonged to the .. 

deceased. A uterine nephew (ntukslu) of tte dead person 

y..? first  calico. stands "before the pot, his

fefe't. 'tcfgettw', .r • .vnwtar of" tfofe fflcmrninglia th<| cgse of .

?.■ '..'Vj.^ane Vie wIstj} ksesle before him, iJk?.s a  few

Ijwi'iS the ?st e£nd s*ia& of .the cfloked foodt and potia&r >• 

'̂ foresi artisan 1&0 ntukrtlu‘'.g Ki'ettv toea. . i£ae latter bends •--

, I
1 this. * » *»  nis' grept-i.sGs against each others tursB • -

rjv1*bS ants ^ 0^3 away without *<f **4.ng baefe.i / Then all the 

> CS-psC re-stive t. eaii lama, fflilento, little, of tha !^J.oao - 

U ' ’fc3^t; i'r.- months for wlat^ksa uio may arrive later . - 

tf'k ■fl’isod is- --«>ly taboo iis -;'Mstivu^ Strangers Bay. sat -.- .

*‘t  vd-tho^i j.'aaa’ iagrV \«"ie ifard^tte -sse purified by the .. 

wi&ifrs'and female relats.ves tfcrovig&.the fields - -

tftth ta&elng torches, . >  -"» v - '

• ;1 ■■ •’ StariM these five re*8&3S£g. an4-a««*i

f i e n d s  pay t M  aSlrXstal mourning v i4 4 *  . They arrive with- 

iBWtts*.tons * m  sre * °  « "  • "■ * -  * * *  ’S Ut W *  lt *  

m ™ r i « 6 :o n «  1 M »  <* ® *

w a o  t e  «■. « « • »  C W ,  » a o o a w  . • « * * •  ® » t  M  , 

'felt. a * g r f  t » .  » U t f .  •..
.t 4 1 e t o « 6 « r t -  Shey T O  W s M t s  witt .

1 W »  « M t  <t«J- « * • « » •  5 T  * * « « *  Ia

u c * »  , 1»  m i d  « * ! « •  > W  «  *> '“  ■*'»«>

„ d  Opnc. sni » « 5 i  ™  « ®  *>»>« th' 11' -■**-“» » * •  “ *

' U  « r * >  «»a * » « « •  U *4 ' ® e ,W  “
ii i.- - • • addressed/.'.*..



addressed to e wizard who is  Believed to be tne cause of 

death, ' ' •

, On the fiftb^day, after the gx-ave-aigg^rsi

vapour-hath tie. doctor takes tie still to-iiing medicines sad

spr±nia&l&ent *0ken and chilfcren, she women s it  down with

their children oh their 'backs, the meftjCairying their sissa-

g&ais snd atiefcs which thsy "brandish fiercely, stand m  a

1 ins. How they are sufficiently purified to rzjjit i f  .

necessary* I f  a  man is  absent his sticks mist be jaedieatsS,.-.

The doctor sprinKLes the whole' umti, ineluoipg the animals

kraals (hut not the pigs who have no pert in Thonga rs.tusaL)

Safi- the "belongings of the deceased -—j>’ 11 the mourning is  
. ‘ , . ' " . 

scattered” . &  goat may ht killed; i f  i t  is,, the vadow ,

and principal grave-digger T-rear strips of the skza on their,.

breasts, and everyone must get a  bracelet of skia. . =

\ in  the Great Mourning of the Batnem  .

clansjthere need only he noted, in  addition to i«hat has Sonev -

above, that visitors BaJw sn offering of msalxes at *0s -v

grave, and that the villagers are purified so that they can .

rfalk and stand upright, "which means health sna strength". . ..

1 . The second stage of mourning ends after ..

s « s  roaks, lien  *B» **»«1 r ftM  of posUJfflrtioa tate yjUoe.

« J S m m  t»  «»•«*•  « •  * * * » * ? * •  laSt w  * *  * "
c o m a  m i, turn ali. ® r w J t e « * »  l lfa  of th<i » s , f  ;/ 

»  t e M i i t  «  *>»■ » ■ » • * » •  ^

«  MMtoa ■«<*»> o f *J» or

tte w ae«B g  of a -  M S * * *  - M o t i o n .  , « = »  * » « » .

^  * * * .  « < * »  —  014 «“  ~ » " » ~

e lm ,l  a ll  tta “ *  “  ^

to detBruline «  — t • »  « * -  ^  « *  . .

- t .  « «  -  -  tn e  ^  ° f  r r  

z l . ,  -  ^ — - rfte £irst' i?st :r  t
^  «  * ■  -  “  ^  J



ha<3 transgressed the master of tbe mourning begins. He 

goes out of the village with his wife to the bush. Tbejr 

have intercourse ritually, i .e . ,  coitus interruptae, ifter 

which the wife-takes their excretions (their "filth ’', 

thy aka ra 'bona) m  her hands. She has brought with her 

a  pot of water, and she now takes t^ia to a selected spot, 

either in frcnt of Ike mam «ntrance of the village or . . 

before the funeral hut. Here she washes her hangs.

The same rite is  carried out by the other couples, jHvi- 

when a l l  the women have washed the men cftae and stamp on 

the ground.. Articles belonging to absent people tod is**- . 

fants’ ntfehes at** purified here. Whan the rite is  com- • 

pleted all go to hatha an the river i the women below the . 

men.1 ’ ' '

ThA feBamba ndjaka concerns first of a ll  .. 

the inhabitants of the mortuary village, but i t  may ex- . . 

tend to tiie parents of women who have married into that 

' v illage. Each takes'* the water in  which ahe washed to h *T i  

parents* home, washes her hands again, and then her re- . .. 

lativeg stamp on the ground. By doing this £he, since. .. 

she is not of the deceased's family and therefore-&t m  . 

such great danger, takes upon herself the contamination . 

of death. She is praised and rewarded..

The fionga rite is the same in  all . • 

essentials* tat a m >  wSo teeaKs **« * * *  »f  «” “ * •  “  

apparently doomed By « »  r i ™ 1 >“»  tak,it

t »  aoum-lug, tt» mtsfortm* apon iim sair". *

ar» . t t l d e  to  «>is < «  tai° “ tt“  “ * » rti» ra o lm s > 

fOT tbey also p r o t & it  tie ffigango, tin  sexual play of

boy.-, and girls* . .

The isourning is  concluded by the . .

t „ i W  r f t « ,  tt *  « “ > *  .

■ ; - a / . .  '

i n a  L a t i n .a n B y ^ —  ^ o u g h  age or.

the precautions Ja^ fl̂ ^Atspsa!ett; J ,  the Other1 * «a

' g * f r t ? S r s «  a “ -



a  headman) aim uto restore the family whose head has been re­

moved "by death, and which must be reorganised". By the 

Ronga the hut of the deceased is  tabooed as a grave, and 

after some mr.'i'ths the family gathers to crush the hat. The 

relatives a ll  assemble and stand m  groups under the trees 

in  tbe uzazi. Apparently it  is necessary to clean out the 

hut and the man who does this Uses the root of -sunai (a 

juncus) to gex courage and strength for bis und<trtaSc4fcg, - 

When he .has come out the men dig up the poles of the waits 

from which the roof has been slightly raised; all the earth 

is  carefully removed some distance away. The door is placed 

before the entrance and the poles are piled neatly upon the 

top of I t .  this is all carefully done., out of respect fop . 

the dead. people who behave indecorously will be seized, ... 

with, colic . When all the poles of tie wall have been re­

moved and only the reeds remain, the men ^ump on the roof .. 

Tfcicli sinks to the ground. The whole cone most be flattened . 

out.. 'Everything is  tabooed and is left  to rot. ....

All gather, in  fixed order, between t M  . 

huts, leaving a clear space for dancing. The .batuixati. . . 

Offer op sacrifice {in -the ceremony recorded W  Juhod, of a  .. 

goat, a cock and two hens) amid ululation. W i l e  the sac-- 

rificed r t c t iM  are being cut up, W e  women begin to dmce . -

a ,9  sing, lewdly, the • * * & ,  dance", which portrays the act 

o f coitus, The women delight in i t , the men drop their- ey»s, 

abashed. "These women have been c o v e r e d  by the death of

their husband*, said B » * a .  ls “  ^  re‘

straifit on them. They ar.e full of bitterness when they .

perform their lascivious dances."

' The sacrifice is divided, and an old man

t.fcee in  his  lips = P ill  ^  ^

tsu, to the « e *  18 t0 S°  “  ^
.  vlH aZe  in peace. The priest points

ancestors end leave the

- *  , , , a ,  w a l l  the relatives, and then exhorts
out the Offering, oa°e *« aJ"L .
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the new Headman -to ?ule well. Anyone who has a  grievance 

against the dead man or the famixy w ill seize this moment 

to vent its this is the appropiate occasion. An ntukulu 

eats the priegt*B prayer by putting wine to his lips and the 

wives of the batukulu steal the sacrifice. the other re­

latives, pelting them with psanyi. pursue them. They n u h  

to "the hush where they eat the meats ‘.'uterine nephews are 

the representatives of the g o d s ,. . .* .. . .  and they assert 

their right by stealing the offering and eating it  up".

The mourning is  over except.for the widows, who have to.... - 

undergo a  further purification.^

life  with the man who inherits her she must lahla khombo, 

cast away the contamination of death. This she doesi by .

with her, in  such a way that she tweaks away from him,and .. 

the act is  ritual. The uneleaness of death i&  p«ased on .. 

to him. But i f  he completes .the act she has failed, an d . 

returns home ashamed and despairing. The man vriio has been 

thus deceived must, i f  Be becomes aware of it , resort to the 

doctor for protection, and i f  he has obtained a piece of .the 

woman's most intimate undergarment this is used in  the 

medicines. The a«y the widow returns she is once more 

treated with a vapour-bath and dons new clothing. S»e is 

also exposed to medicinal smote with the i n  ,h o  inherits

then have relations in  safety..

Junod points out2 that there are various

Before a  widow cat', embark oh any new

deceiving some stranger into having sexual intercourse

her, they put out the f ir *  with their own water and 6an

conceptions underlying ‘these rites.
These ideas may he

summed, up, as:

(1 ) Man IS immortal and becomes a god 

-ohrdaghA



through death,

(2) Defilement, accompanies death whlok 

contaminated the community ana t M s  contamination can 

only tie removed by collective purification,. •

C3) • Tbe' social group, being diminished 

by d saxh, most be r&iiii'orced by family gatheringsj //bn.

(4) ibSTe is £ rite-fie ■oa/’ jage for the - 

dead maa from tbe terrestrial to the af^ez'-lifes he ia  •

.. separated from the former by being taken through tbe iiQle 

in  the hut,, his  garments are cut open. , and lie is-plaeece iit 

a new hut, the grave. There seems to be a marginal per-iod 

for him, for he is not really prayed to till-, some months 

have elapsed, when hie earthy  home is finally  .crushed* -

• (5) The relatives alao -pass- *a»ougb &  .­

rite de passage. They are separated from their old life- 

Tpy having their hair cut, etc. They enter on- a mar- • .... • 

P’tr.at period at the end of which they are purified aim re­

commence the ordinary routine of l i fe .  .

1  propose now, so far as possible, to • 

describe the burial at a Zulu headman, but since many . . 

writers do not distinguish the status of the deqd m&n. 'fiho . 

la being bwsiea, I  s iS s it e  rites StriCtW  « P » .  to ...

other burlsla. . . .

According to Gardiner1  and -Isaacs2 al- .

most a ll  corpses w ”  « « »  dragged into H e  bush anA 

left  for hyaenas, M .  jaro^bly Shooter ia A g lR  «te»  toe - 

Bays, h a w  been assured m at  O U  is not troe of t *

■ Zulu country where o nW  dependants and those executed hy 

the k in g 's  orders are ttos treated". ■

. - G r iffith s/.. . ,

1 .
2 ,  Op. cit .,- Vo l.IJ  P *!48* . . .
3 . op. c i t .,  ,p. S40. . .



■when, a  lie adman i&  about "to die.the momming ceremonies . 

commence. Shooter s&ys that i f  the master of a kraal 

is  sic£ unto death ■the people allow their hair to grow, 

do not wash or grease their bodies, lay aside their or­

naments and wear the worst dress they have. AcconSing- • ' -. 

to Grifrifhs, 11 -Use ’ Madman is  veay old anfl £s "becoming- - • 

a nuisance, when he feels.his end to be near he sraramohs . - 

his  broxhers and Bis other people and tells tbem. to slaogfetaj?

. a beast, ukukpelekeaela, for him. {Bryant defines niffijjtr- . 

pelekezela as to "accompany a person on a journey, eaccjrf-??' . 

so perhaps this beast is  to escort the old man on M s  .... 

journey to the amatongo)* I f  he lives on, another beast 

may be killed. Hie people are no* very grief-striekefi, .„.. J-i 

i f  he is  old; only? said an informant,.if he is  fairly  • ■=•. 

youg^, Kidd mentions a ease iss Fetal where the oxen-were. • . .

• driven up -to smell s. dying man so as to. make «n  easier . . . .. . 

passage for him into them.^ . - . . .  . -

- After the death, before tee corpse • .... -

•becomes s t iff , the toees are drasm up under "the efiin, the . ... 

m i s  Places st tie  a ® s ,  and tire m a s  t»dy Bound. firnfty,- .. 

in  a taanket. The corpse is  placed in. a sitting postage, . . - 

against one n  tie  lut supports and eovereil.up « i »  lie® .?  

i  beast may le  killed and tie  skin w arned  roonfi ta« 

blanket.6  Before « i»  lurial MM corpse's face is Basted - 

witt a  sweat-smelling t o o  and . a .  M a d  Is  soaved. lie  ■■■ 

la ir  m a t  T» buried.7  M fao w  w w r t W i  an « S i  » » > »  * o  ■ . 

to t !»  corps. t o *  tot, ■‘jslctas I t  all sorts of-

questions} « «  Seffiine ° «  * • »  ® « 3 —  to“  to  ' . . ' ;

■ « ,«  c l i K « n « . s  £ *  also, «tH> E . 1 .look kindly nson tie c l i l t «  . . .

1 . 2Gas. cita.
v>. "AK*,,

, cat.
op. c it .j  » •

t '  loclcilj S i x t h s ,  ESSjS.C.
fa* apera^ci^s iu g | ,  w  Sam*leon. 1

samuelson, - . • : . •
6 , .Griffiths, lo o .c it ., , . •

T.t\aa. ~!nr‘ ''**■ • ‘ 1 '
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H . L .  SBEffitelsoHj says that uaiiing (ic, Hlo> comancea 

aiflffiediately af£fer tbs cte&tb and £oea on till  the fuoerel,' 

but according to Lugg w i S .  C . SanmelsoE (p .239) iwitsn- 

tatians Should only start after the burial, v&ich 2  take 

to be sore correct.

■ Ube he&a of a Krar-1 ie buried in  frost

of the chief tart, closa to- the fence of x&e c&ttlsf old • ̂  

or on the cfcttleferaal itst-lf, et tfc.e v.«., near tie inftLu 

enkola,®! ‘5'be-chief son, ■cite heir, ©f ths dacsaaefi turns 

the firs t  sod of the grave ana, i f  be is very yauB*|>;.b$6 .- 

father1 a  brother helps him to bold the hoe,3 -Tbs -grave - 

is  shaped ©ore or less as among the 5bonga« ana the' gulu.-. 

also call the arausr vault the lacllu. The b o % .is  caxyi.e< 

to  the grave by certain relatives, usualijr-.brotljer&j?^^ 

sons; the men lead and tee women follow, with th e ir , . , 

bcjids crossed' on their breasts* All are silent, .labile .. 

tfee ebief eon stands at the head «jf the grave. .bol^35g.,; . . 

the principal assegaai of has father, tbe bQO«y,is, placea 

i n  tbe grave, bis but (or the c&ttlekraial?), by the

cisceaeed's brother who gets a  consideration for his.. . 

trouble. I f  the brother, ia- not there, the chief wife 

tafees'-hie-ol£.oe»5  Kate are spre^ft.AUt for t h e - b o d y . ;

-£jjC fieafi aaurs wooden b^^.fi^rest, a sm ff*bax 

’ f a ll  o f saofif « *- a  small e a r « « B W 8 W - ^  « *  Sfaee* * *  

tbe grave.7  ■ Ludlow says a e a is b s s h ^  u t e r i s  «3w-,. 

dacp6 t K r e .8  All bis clothing an athe -U4ngS.be <veA 

* «  t e i r f  r t t t W ,  s a w  t o  * « ® °n s ,  l .s t  l e f i t f *

a r e /,.

i .  la g s , 's r H S S s . ots ■ - ; -
1:  » :s88i L°gs’ u ° olti 
"■ ® *  3i*fc  i 7 o}in«l<»t« « K t  «ils  usea to Be:

4 ‘ S S f a S t l S  K S t °  SSoW W  ta ■ > » « « , t l»
.5 . a S t f i W B ,  Xoc. cit» ; ■ ■

? ;  £ » * s S ^ S ;  lo o .c it .
a°fiv Sarauelsoaj loc.. eit, >. .



are buried, after being broken dr brrat "lest the gho&ts 

during some miCnight return to air , should do injury wiih 

them'i. 1  Ln£g says, however., that things of value, are 

often kept by the relatives, A flat  stone is placed on 

the corpse's head sna another at its feet, while the ex­

posed side of the body is protected with a  wall o f  stones, 2 

The chief soxP -throws in  the first  eoilj m &  then men 

and/or •women f i l l  in the grave. The grave ie stamped 

down, cuttings of trees are planted over i t , and’it  is  sur­

rounded with a  thorn fence. Stones may be placed on i t ,4. 

Iftiaiow describes an occasion ■when, after the grave had beet 

f il led  in , the headman superintending the burial took a 

handful of earth from the ©rave "and gave, to eaeft woman „. - 

a  pinch of i t  with which she touched her breast and then . 

returned to him" ; 8 he does not say whether this is done 

by all  women or only the widows, tugg, in  a manuscript, 

says that after a funeral every relative places a stone on 

the grave to xawula (shake hands with -the deceased's .. 

spirit) and i f  anyone is absent he does this on his return 

After the burial, as stated above, the wailing probably .

: begins, and then, apparently tamMaWto-, all are cleanses 

by  being given of the imfil-A plant and they go to » B  in  

the river .7  This is , fro« Bryant's records,- to M * ,

•to  M s b  a w  the ettill of m .  burial* .8  According to . 

Sriffitbs , 9 the mdictoo actoinisteref. here is called 

Uffi^oloti/.. . . . .

I *  f^ 'T h e ^ je w s^h a v e  the same ^ t o m .
t  o l l f f S h s ,  Lugg, R . C. S^m elson, loo. « * .  . . -

5 .  loc. cit.
6 . MSS. cita. .*  LuKE« Man* loc. cit. 7  K. c . Saimielsdn, loc. e it .j WJBgj « “ i.

a* D i e t .,  op. o it"» p *
9 , loc. cit* . , .



umqalotl (Strychnos Hennings*! )  and it is  taken so that 

the kraal may eat again ; food and beer being previously 

taboo. Bryant calls the medicines to release these 

taboos, geneij^lly i  Doyi.^ Anyone who eats food before 

thxs medication is called idl&Jfcubi, •'for food so taken 

w ill  bring dowa evil upon Uim" ,3 The me Sicilies taken 

are amakubalti or umlawe which is  also given to the stock 

"to strengfchaii -feSsefii1' . 4  '

. On their return home the women make

neckbands*of the yellow everlasting for the children, iS  1 

order that these may be blessed by the spirit of the de» • 

ceased.5 A ll shave their heads, and on the day after the 

burial there is  a further disinfection of all who helped ... . 

fllth the burying. Various barks are nibbled. 2i»e cattle 

and immediate precincts of the kraal are sprinkled, and . 

the floor of the funeral but is  smeared with "doctored1' • . 

cowdung.® According to E . C. SamtelSon tkese barks are 

all very bitter imiti etrmyama: they are taken with meat. 

of slaughtered animals, and "are used in  connection with the 

dark days of death and the coommceoent of the mourning 

period".7 one oj Srlffiths ' informants also said M ack  

medicines were taken, hut this was spparently on a e  day , . 

of the am islj. from the tent of the Mmussript it  Beams 

that on the second day white aedicines are given by the 

doctor? Which would «gree with Lugs who writes -ttet this 

feast is  celebrated '-with ^Je o t  of * * * * *

of those engaged i- fu ne w l, - A  to ' « < *  « “  

in  a pleasant *«B>er W  «>air « ■ ” *> * *  to re“ "'8 W  

mental depression or -darkness, produced by death or such

restrictions as are associated with native a n e r a ls ".

B r y a n t 's / . ., .  ,



Bryant’ s description of tfifi purpose of the medicines osea 

in  tbis H-lambii* ceremony was evidently the basis for Lagg‘s 

isaio repeats 'him almost- word for WorcL1  Moreover, Shooter 

says tnat the 'beast sillefi on. tnis occasion is to wash the 

sextons of _tttexr unclesness,2  so tne medicines are probably 

imiti emhlope. . .

Shooter's statement applies t*.--. a. beas%- 

tbat is Jailed when fciie 'aextuna5 tate a eseopa dose 4»t-v . . 

medicine before they can eat amasfi or cut xhair hair; :fce- . 

adds that women wbo b&vs marries into the kraal defctt iaJcs 

sedicine at a ll . Yfcis last proviso Is  probably i'acorreat,

, . . it. ,C. Ssmaelsoa nsaes tbe .eaiawl-killed 

on this occasion as umnyatlieloj "-Use be&s*. for tiresoisg -. .. 

the grouad to waUc” , &afi i t  is  eaten by the relatives o t . . 

the &ea£ &nfi supposedly b i %  iti his £ara\f©il meal ■ 

before Jie goes on the logg journey tsay from tbaee with, 

uloo he is feasting.4  Griffiths, writing Buclt later, 

ssys tJie beast is  knows ss eyokufillffiiti,® wbicb indicates . ; 

that i t  V’&e eaten vrith msSicine. .. .. • .

. The period of abstention <ukazila) sow

begins. "ftn unnecessary occupations are suspended} .. . ...

ceases, .rejoicings aiai M- riage. .re  telG uj>, « *  

wmeafoUt c a s e  t e « W  a»yB.to6 to 40 * 1 »  W Z ^ t t y  

going maps Its  cattle, <*■> tulr is iefl, m ashaw w . 

m  sna girts a« t «  »» « w  .«* ® * lr  &**'<■

and tfie only celebratiTO m a n t  is ttot O w  « W  attena 

leer-arirte to o ro ®  tteir sorrows.’  W sitors  com to

V l p - o u r *  w a r a s i l e . t ^ W t t . t i a . ®

t o /...-  •



to one of Griffiths« informants more oxen ukurapeleKe zela 

are W i l e d  Marine the next few Says.1

&. gumth w  two after tne Ourial the • 

iblarabo ceremony, or "cashing of the spears", is  held, 

for it is  believed that -the weapons have become rusty 

through Ciinase. The ihlambo consistg in a hunt which 

a ll  the men of tbe neighbourhood attend. After the hunt > 

everyone bathes in  -tne stream with strengthen- Tig medieittesj 

then tRey return to the kraal where they slighter ' a  bfr?jvfc 

or fo at .2  The medicines used here are, according to '

E . C. Ssmuelsos (and tsis , i t  is true,®^*** with his ' 

previous mention 01 black medicines) imltl effiblope, and" 

.indicate “ life  and light and emergence from the dark cays 

of mourning” *3

The beast referred to by Lugg may be 

Griffiths* aYokuiaaula. -fihicfc is offered up "by the heir . 

(nkosana) so that the dead nan tasy cons back to "look . ^  

after the children", th o u#  £riffitbfl places tie "sashing . 

of t W  apea?£.” ta a ye^r or two after the burial- • After .. 

this feast, asys Siyant, the family ms/ come -aUt of jsoui®- 

ingi save for the widows, who a month later "wash51 them- . 

selves by LGruhlsJfta &bafeiwslc^zi'. “  ■ . .

The third and final ceremony is-the 

uJrabuyisa idlozi, t6a bringing home of the spirit of the. 

deceased which has deviously-beep outside 12 sreld. . 

Eryc-rrt places it  as two months after the iHlaaswj out - 

Luss  makes i t  six months or a year l a t e r /  B .C . SaatuelBon 

describes i t  as happening the day after the hunt, bat .

1, ESS. cite..

I ;  S ?«| : I S e S o i ,  op- < = «- .> ■ 2S0-

I ;  K i . f S :  •= « • • .  w * * .  » *  « * •
e . Ib id , -
7 . Kan, loc, c it . .
8 . op. c i t ,,  p . 330.



Shooter agrees that some tr-jsgiderable tine elapse*^'-' ‘

Callaway indicates that i t  la held vfeen the branches oh 

ts*5 E?ave have rottefi (showiiig the tody has rotted) aa£i -a , 

snake appears. ori the grave, .Probably custom varied* .

the spirit is brought horte by a sacri- . . 

fice , "none of the flesh which nay be removed fron the . 

kraal, lest perchance the spirit depart with at11.3  a. • - 

pure v/hite goat aid, i f  possible, &  beast, are sacrificed) 

cleansing emetic snedicxnes are taKec."  The beast offered, . 

accoraing -to I',. C. Gamuelssfl., is  the omzirau ft»e spirit 

beast), a  large ox* The caul ana the fourth sttiimach are 

burnt with yellow everlast^g  to the spirits, aad. the- . - 

Best of the meat is  left for them to taste. She ancestors,.. 

including the deceased, are prayea to by the latter*E ferothfei  ̂

son or wife, who asks thera to coEia bp.cic aad watch over • #. ■ - 

tjieir- cTtildren. • The gall is  scattered over the feet o f - ?./ 

sodp, but not of daughters lest tfry take the trath

them when they marry; the chief son thereafter i/Sara the 

B lit gall-Sag on M e  w i s t . 6  In  Callaways V J n B l ^ l o n  t * .  

prayer wass "Come home againj that we may now see yon. . 

We are troubled i f  we never see you, and asfe, why yon are 

angry Kith 06? For all the Cattle are still yournj i f  

you for meat, you can say so, an<5 the cattle te .. 

slaughtered, irtttooit anyone 3wulhE  you*. The fcctor 

help to W i n g  the spirit DaoJt:tjy i*ala»o ^ S l e l M s

{iKLtl emaope) ana calling on the & s a  w m . S ® n  he

places M s  meaiolncs In the upper part of the hut.

HJben the head of the kraal dies the . . 

.hole  tattal is r « o « a  to a  new s ite , after the perxod of 

. 1 mourning/.. . . i .



mourning is  overj t il l  then the grave must be carefully 

guarded agains% wizards

I t  seen& that th£ Kafirs (ad was reputed 

of the Zulu) used to confer "the lionwsr of sepultre on 

xheir chiefs ana great men only1' , 2 but- Kaclean adds that 

this was until the preacnings of raKanna, the “warrior 

prophet", after which a!3 were buried. Certainly Warns* ••,,

vrriti.iig on the Tesnba ways it  Is  friendi,.. as people who are . .

4 ~
cast into the bush,

^hen a  Bomvana headman5 -iai thought to he 

fiying all  h is  relatives go to bias. I t  is  a g^eat nds- . -•.. - . 

fortune i f  he dies without speaking to his family} i f  -this - 

happens they sacrifice and say, ”ffe are calling our father • e 

that he may not, leave us alone because &e has left  yS .-;,- 

without speaking". *s  soon as the Santis deafi tha relatives. : 

begin to mourn him, the women with ■ulsnlstiosi, the asea sHeKCIy* • 

'"hey are constrained to eo u tq  lest iihssr b& suspsGtsfl <sf -.. 

witchcraft. The body is  buried as quickl? as possible* fas 

i t  is  verj, 'unclean1'. The grave has, ss aisosg the tfhoaga = 

and Sulu, a  ch&rofcar in  one tide and. it  is ijug 5ust - •:»

outside the cattle-kraal gate. She c^m se, ten ded  up ’d W  

the arms scout the kbees, is  wrapped in *  fclanke* an2-car- , 

ried cn the hut-door lay neked men (lest their eiothea be . 

defiled/ througn a hole in  -rhe. men's *i&5 af tfte.Trat, 2he 

body rests in  the little cavity *lxtt its ijaek to. the isibaya . 

and faciBg ^he indlu enkulu* tttft «  arebyrcea pipe?, , . ■ 

c lo n es , t i & x t a e  apesrs ana assegais  <ths haMies. mg- ^  . . 

Sroken),  and tinder-boxes. Ho dung t*XX &**>

!  f ins  this burial of weapon and ttotor-^acea a ^ i e u l t t o  - -

reconcile rftt « • ' * * ■ > *  * » »  \

knives, Pins, «& *■  « *  *>  ^ ried:'* * *  *OT*1y iE el° 3efi ■ ’ 
' - ' ' w i t h / * . . . .  "



with the hut-da or ana.the grave is  fillet1 !?!, as- coon 

es tnis is done all ti>ose hJuj touched the cornee go to • 

the n y e r  an» “ wash, together with, the ■sd.vsB ana relatives, 

A.besst-is Icilieaj not e,s & sacrifice but as sx '‘beast of 

;«><i«ilr>gu. A l l  the. relatives shave their hsadsj the 

widows do not r/ash for a  mantUj oaring -ghach tirae they are. 

fed fey other issr-atc-s of the kraal and have to weajfy&its - 

blankets without ohhre. .Either the whole unzi is mevad, 8 

else the ieibfcjra. gateway Is  Shifted to the other aide gssd : 

ana tue. ituts ers burnt.. Calabashes have to .be uestrw^sd 

and i f  there is any milk in  them it is  given to the oogs, - 

The cattle are not milted oe, th-e day of the fieath and- - • " 

sou? milk most not he eaten. The next Say relatives #to..- 

So not live in the unsi way «&t. i t t ana on the third day 

the «m2i  inri&t&s may, but the wiiows must v.-ait ti?.l ..thair..* 

noumitig period as over,.. I f  the utasi is  abandoned it. &n& 

the grave get covered with a dense t&aeket o£ trees, ..vaSh /. 

aafl grass sritich is not t w & e &  till, the heir bttf'a# i t ,  .- ■ : 

some twenty years later. Whan thia is. done.,the Keir.Tft- 

ciijes tJ-e praises of the dead man and sacrifices to hiiSj, .. 

after the. ui'-'nxng all the sen. ViLa helpec ziaet ’oe washed* .

• Shen a Sosa headasn dies2- M s  knees are..

bent up to his trunk and his Sands to hie shooldars; .

W  * *  held in  this position t f f l  rt^or ^  * 6t*  * » ' ' 

The grave is dag A i l »  he is brea-fchasg his last and as ■ ,  

soon as hi is « m S  M s  body is  «raw® d * »  M #  « * * & *  ! • *  ;' 

burie'I. pour men are appointed Ho the tsGK; -they strip 

3eat Kieir clethaa t»  m o t a m a t s a . "So relij#-oM cur.- 

n w  » « S E « ~ >  “ *■’*  qt  .

or ajwrtlff are « ( * » • # .  *  . .« * « ■ > *  » < * « * .

1 ,  o f t o  i i M M t  t "  * •  - « « * « * ■ < »

,lace  to wfci<* K « ■«<“ »  ■ *» **«  . * * *  *



mao-’ s  clothe a } e tc ., are hurled with Him. If  lie died 

of natural causes^ ha is  buried with his face towards 

home -3 that be can watch over the interests of bis .

family ana Ward off evil, but if  it  was from violence Oi* - 

accident be is  'buried with his back towards bis btoe so . 

that bis manner* of dying should not. be a  common ©oeuaWBncev- 

in  the family. Hare Is  an example of bow the aam e? of 

a man's dyinp affects bis  social status and therefore bis. , . 

ti^rlal. !Che openlm? of the small vault, in  which the . . 

corpse is  placafl, Is  closed with stones or stic&s, anft.t&s. 

grave is filled  in with alternate layers of •,'koray bu£h.. ...,•'. 

and earth fio as to lasts off dogs and wild, animals. For • 

men of wealth a goat or ox is slaughtered, .{a cfintracSic^ ^. 

tion or a previous statement) »hy way of both a grapktiatuji'y: 

offering and a cleansing s a c n iic s " . “She spirit ot the. . ..- . 

departed, ©a 'oell as the other ancestral spirits, are pro- v  1 

pitisted ana tlw cleansing is  of those who attended, on tbs ,. - 

dead man during bis illness and burial, - Every raemfie?? Of-, 

tne bereaved family shaves his.bead, and all  the -g&lk-eaekSv. 

are cut apsa ana destroyed. . - .• :• • • ••

• O f xfce Fond© 52.se Hunter says1- *£at the.

funeral hut is Burnt ana a ll personal property is  buried;... • , 

wita xne deceased, not that they can tre of any.nse to bln  ; 

tjuf. t-eeaase they are impure. X bsve not had the. oppor- . 

ttinity of seeing' any full description by Miss Hunter of . 

feneral rites , but qsparently a hl&mba Ue&st killed 

"does not accomjary the deceased1',  i .  e , , i t  -apt tic. jnainly . 

to purify the survivors.

Earner d e s c r ib e s * * ^  death of a  leasbu • • 

as bsing follored by loud vedttvz front the wcaeu as &  silejxi , 

zar rm  bp th* p£^t at tfre men. , S *  states that after* the

• • -. ■ ■ ______ ■ b u ria l /.. .

I T  2 S p ” % S ? * a S0V.SS T « r l d » «  Of « « « •  « « W 1 «

with- social status, , • . • - -



bwri£l tiie deceased ia  invoSedi-to look s£ter hie eiiildrwi • 

tnd snake tli 'Ti prosper. Eis-favourite csseg&al m d  korossBs • 

are buried, with hira. After tht» eerefcsony those v.-feo aaDLirilstS 

at "t!3i5 funeral, caa -all tbe e-esuf man's r«latives smf. fit- 

p&wSerrt*, have to "perform certain ablutions” end shave 

their heads. hSs rivse go off to the jnovaits -ns caul only 

return to tbe \$&zi  at m£lvt. jj’or three of four days tli«y 

ifastaifi from milk, and coi only partalse of it  after s sac-. 

rifi.ee-fcas "bees offered to the imisholO£U. The whole \ •­

kraal is forsaken arm. allowed to usSay, nof flare eny re-..; 

lutivea use -the ©sterialt under* fear cl' a. a.trge of -tfilsohy -. 

craft. During the &oye of >noumin£ "which gelaom extejid /  

beyona tie period of one sontb, no cattls, e t c ., 'oelocglsjg .

to the kraal are allowed to depart". Uew ksroeses attS’fe..........

be provided for tfc® vndoye v/fco, st tbe end of their mourn^ ,. - 

ingj burn their old ones and smear themselves vrLiA fat an.fi . .•;■ 

ref clay*

According to Erogf, ttve relatives of a 

person -7*0 has U a &  eat the i*f«rdugo root to 'smrd off 

death,'*' ■ • ■ . . :

Tbe most noticeable difference between. :■ 

tie death cerersoniee of these tribes ana those o f the £ulu . 

and tue Ihonga, ia "the' absence in-tbe Eranekei of any cere- -­

stony to bring borne tbe spirit#.

• '. . The Anaeators and the feftex-2.i~ge, .

. in. order to unde ’stand the fu lj  signifi­

e d *  o f de&tb c&stoffiB It  i &  necessary, to know tbe back­

ground o f beliefs about fieatfc and the life  after death. -

Ib  tbe introduction to lias thesis I  ' 

tarn r.sBrtea <m V n  W t t  aW Mt tb. origin of 4 m J » . . 

B T H t ly , a r a o r M s g t o .a e & i l * .  ■ratafcntato, « »  £*«<*

©.eat ani, at « »  'M k & g 'o *  « “ ■ seIlt * “ •  * ® !e ®  to tel1 

nen to live , and a I « «  « »  1 " SI'4  ftowle) to tell 

t t n  w  ato. > toe »w i»»w > ..«w rt«a  its  -tine



so that, the lizard arrived first with ’his message.^- 

Callaway adds that when the chameleon arrived delivered 

its message i t  was not believed; accordingly, man must d ie .8 

The Zulu hate and k ill both the lizard-and the chameleon."^

The Thonga myth (which has been, quoted) is the same in near- . 

ly  all particulars,4  but in  i'ranekeian belief, according to • 

iiiaor’.oneild, the lizard acted on its own initiative, of malice

• • • ’£>
aforethought, to avenge an old grudge against the chameleon.

I f  death., however, was originated "i n  'the beginning", so ' . 

•were the ancestors according to Callaway's informants (no . ..
«Ss& - ' ' ■

oneftdeals with the question). For Unkulunkulu gave sen ;

the aniatongo and a n  the customs connected with them, and

"men say they possessed Area tonga as soon as they came into ...

being".®  So we see! that simultaneous;*#/ with the appearance

of death there existed immortality, the belief in  the amatengtt,

The Thonga "certainly believe in  an independent psychic . _■ . .'

principle, in  a  soul". But their ideas, adds Junod, are '

very confused^ they call it  moya or hika (breath), I t  is - .

the vital principle of man, and when a man. is dying, bis

relative* sit near him "waiting for the departure of breath*.

"The spirit has gone, - 'moya wu sukile", they say, when.

death has come. This, of course, does not on the surface•...

of i t , indicate that moya must mean ‘ gairit* as well as .

breath; there seems better evidence in  Junod for taking .

tie shadow as the soul, for of Htjihuti, shadow,. Junod says. '

that «lt  seems to apply more especially to U a  aepartei

soul rather than to the psychic principle of the living ,"

i . e . ,  the ntjiiiuti becomes the shikwembu. In  any event,

tL ,y  consider that the soul is  double. some say It  a l w e

leav es /,,

i T S S * r l  
I: SS ;junoa, ,  ' w  5_3q

op. c i t ,,  Vol. P.* -non, o p .c it ., pp .4  seq. 129 seq. 

Gk*i1?*5ys if l ilv  is  «?ong Vfcei he says (p .189, footnote 1)
a ,  not creation.



leaves 'tiife bodji lih&n the pergon sleeps, and it  may be 

pathologically ''uneheathed11 few the taking of a photograph 

or by the. devices of sorcerers. Finally, at death, "the 

. body becomes rotten, but the shadow goes away and contin­

ues its life  as a god, shifcweffibu''.1 ,

. . According to Zulu jfhiloaophy man, is ,

composed of two parts* the body (amZimba, pi. imiZiiabs) - 

and the spirit or soul (iDlozi, p i .  amaSlogi), Besides 

these, 1i.ere. are the inTlisiyo (heart, feelings, mind),  - - 

the iSanda or inGqondo {brain-power, intellect, .under­

standing, mc/^ry, mind), as well aa a  hazily defined,;- . 

something sailed the ieiTunzi (shadow, personality), „ . 

which may have originally been one and the same thing as 

the iDlozi or spirit, Bert, -whether all  tbtsae 'things aa?& 

attributes o f the body or of the soxil, of the umsisiba,. .or ..

• of the iDlozi; and whether at death they die with the ■ 

former, or depart with the latter, does not seem clear to • , 

the Zulu- although the last hypothesis (that they accompany: 

the departing spirit) would seem to be that, which woold 

mos-b, logically fe2H&w from Other tenets of their belief* .

. "The Zulu religion, makes no definite -

statement on the .doctrine of the immortality o* the f o a l . ,. . 

She soul survives death., and is  offered sacrifice prac- •••■ 

ticaliy  continuously throughout aax indefinite ps§io^/of . 

time, but how long it  will continue to live , and whether 

. or not it  w ill endure for ever, as not defined. A man. 

dies* bat o m  in  the flesh* M s  spirit C^Xpzi) s t i l l . • 

endures".2 According to Bryant** Dictionary th. is ifu m i  

-is the living principle of man. an dhia  shade after death, 

Callaway also reffiarks the close connection of the.shadow 

and the sp irit . /  Ehers ere a p p a r e n t ,a long shadow and a

■ ■ ■ • . s h o r t /,..  .
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short shadow; the former becomes the idlozi, the: latter

is buried with the corpse,1  Moreover, some Zulu believe

the dead body casts no shadow, which must then have become
2

•the shade.

. The best information, though i t  is  aaialy

negative, we have on the Transkei i s ,  in  my opinion, f?£a2

Miss Hunter on the Pdn&p-.3  she writes that as one can say*

what it  is in the living that is  the itongo t o  whera its -

seat i s ,  nttf what part of a  n»m becomes the spirit when he

dies-} but they know that the whole body" rots in  the grave-*

and some think that tiwi itongo is  the breath Which leaves. -

the body on death. Tee living person is potentially as .

itongo because there is no hiatus between h is  death sad thff .

. ' . 4  . "  -.
possibility of h is  asking for a  sacrifice. In  fact , vesy J,

old people or a  person who demands a  sacrifice from a  re- . •

lative are described as amatonga. Kropf's definitions o f •

isitunzela as “the shadow (of Hades),- the ghost or spirit of

a departed person” , and isitunzi, "the shadow of a paj-son1* ^

seem, however, to indicate a  connection between the ehafiow ..

and the spirit, Generally, then, among the South-Eastern- :•••

Bantu man consists of body and vital principle,, and it. is.

believed that on death either this vital principle, (the .... .

breath?) or the shadow becomes the ancestral spirit, . .

But how does tie ancestral spirit

The amatongo seem to live two lives, one in an after-warld}

the other with their descendants on earth. . The Thonga . .

Bpitits, aceo3'ding to Boae natives, live in  a  grant village -

under the earth, a village where everything is pore} there

they have.many cattle, t il l  the fields, reap great Harvests,

. a n d / . . . .* . .

r  - "Religious Systems11, op.. c i V ,  p .riao .
2 ; ib id .,  p . 91, footnote 62. . .

? • te nem ral m e n s ,  as It  is psonllot to,

"bring bomecJie spirit’ . .



descendants on earth. But from the death ceremoni.ee,

<junod points out, each, spirit would appear to remain in  

the of ai grave- I  cannot see that the two ideas

are- irreconcilable, for the “life- of the shikwembu eeems 

to be the exact eontijraaMen of earthly existence".2 

perhaps each man has M s  own hut, but it  la  part of the . 

•Whole after-world. Of course, i f  this idea were logical*-.. 

ly  develoi 2d , they would have to be buried i n  the ,.

same arder a* their huts. And since the grave is fre-. . ., 

quently behind the hut this is what dees, indeed,, happen, . 

t il l  the headman's death sees the completion of the village 

’’below the ground" and the village above as crushed anfi-.re-, . 

moved. I  do not Wxsh to imply that the Thonga have for** ,H.. 

mulated this idea, but offer it  as a possible solution • .. ; 

to the contradiction pointed out "by tfunod. -A th>rd idea .... 

is that they live an "exact reproduction of this terrestrial . 

existence" in  the ntimu, the sacred woods, which have sprung . 

up ovel- the grama of clanr-heads and »here th« men of the 

royal family, "those who h a w  been «ie owners of the lan d ," . 

are buried according to their villages. These OTOdB.are - ■ 

taboo, and in  them the guardian of the ntimu. * 6 0  Is  t h * ; . 

descendant of the gods, offers sacrifices, the ancestors 

can be heard playing in  the forest and from the tales tola 

of them it  seems f .a t  they live there to tam teform ,° Old 

h o i^o a t  to bless or pm ish their descendants. 4  Bat they 

rarely appear as men and iromenj .usually they come as harm­

less little  bluish-green Snakes (shihundje, »endr„phi, sob-, 

oarinatus) or . 6  the larce grey pu$.addor, and less fre- 

g e n tly  as animals .or insects, such as t t .  mantis.

■ .. . !£he/,,.i



■ The Zulu t»2lleve that a man lives, after 

death, xn the veld, and that wties. be is  brought licme lie 

cones in  t&e form of a snake or animal.1 Ee is changed, 

guquka or penduks „2  According to Brjrant, moreover, they 

cannot think of any existence other than on this earth 

and it  is only in  the bodies of snaaes that they seem to 

exist sftes- death. !Ehe idlozi "does not enter into the - 

body of mi already existing snake, tnt simply materializes

3  • • • ■ • • '
into one". But Shooter says that the Sulu have ixa iaea • . •.

of an. existence below ground ^Shere the amtonga live in  - . •.

tne same- hier^phical ordir as before. (The departed

spirit of a chief may be involsed - probably by the present . . . .

chief - to compel f man's ancestors to Diees him).  The . • .~-

ancestors have great power, and here, in the after-world*.

the itongo resenSbles the dead nan in  character. Bat the

amatoBgo's principal existence is  on earth, in  their jnateri- . ..

alised form? t&is X shall leter examine.5  But they must- . ■

also be able to stove Tmaeen, as vihsn they live i n  the en~

samo (back) of the indlunkalu at come to ’lick 1 the. sacrifices.

2be world of the aoatoflgo is vetfy vaguely .. 

described by The Pondo. It. is  simile* to the woild o f the 

living; there tne dead also haVS cattle, out t&ese ai*e n o t . . 

the cattle that are killed ritually. She amatengo, however, 

are tJ&o a ll ’about the uffisij especially the isibaya ana xm&K 

•Btoife. a « r  MJT appear «s itysla, the lisfct t f a g g g f s m  

royr.3 village) or snakes, or, to some isioU£oAKS- , 

crats.6 Sooic iwrsly tells us of the Bomvsna that “»ore 

fanciful natives state that the ancestors go on l w i a g  to 

a spirit * * * * *  « • » * •  «■* “ " ’“ s  * »  lsi*  * *

h i m /.. .

124^

1 . firytnt, Kaoj ^ A ^ c i t . ,  os. 209 *  433..
£ tLrvant» i/ict., o?* , .»,> *z. irtdr L3si..»-loc« c it .«  But

i* Sliiiwl «i>. ««•> »• 1SS-
<k ■ ' ' ’  •
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h ie  by tin old a Osc., of "the 1-Jiu of the ancestral spirits", 

where there is  no death n*ir work, but plenty, cattle aid 

sport-end marriages. A  wish for anything is sufficient to 

procure i t .  Ee states tha’t  this is typical of the general 

belief, hut "i t  ie  left to the imagination of each indi- ' 

vidual" to picture this land for himself.^ 'The whole . 

spirit w oild", says L^icdonald, "is  one of haze and uncerta,tn- 

ty. I7o definite description of it can he got from anyone11. 

According to him, the belief in  -the "snake-ancestor" Is  not 

met with i n  these sauthem tribes, apparently contrasted with 

the Zulu. Kae-.vOnald points out that as prayers begin !lYe . 

who are above" (and this is true of all the Zulu-Xosa tribes-) 

it  would seem that the spirit world iB a b o v e I  personally 

incline to believe that i f  the natives were qui^stioned 'it ■. '  

would be found that the spirits are here regarded not as - ,■ ^ : ' 

living above, but as hovering above the sacrifice. "• ' .

Briefly, then, these Bantu tribes be-' ; .  . 

lieve that the ancestors 2ive two lives, one in  their own . • 

gpirit-ralfl, about which the beliefs are Tec? i n n a t e ,  . i 

and one on earth, usually tn a aaterialised form, near ' ' 

their descendants. Ana here an interesting parallel . 

suggests itself to ®e. In  the Christian and U h o m M m  ‘ ' ’ -. 

religions the .p irits  of the dead are of l i t t o  i * ;  ‘ 

and these religion, are aoniinated by  God and Christ, illafc - 

and his prophet Kahonet, respectiBely. But 60th pioture .

Paradise clearly. The Buddhists have an elaborate theoJ*

of re-incarnation, but they ® rs h iS  l i f e W t h i n  themselves, 

and not the dead. The * r i c . n  Indian religion is  e «  of

visions and M e d i a n  • * * ■ * .  » 4 « "  18 
vet tfc-y have traditionally a  clear conception of the.Happy 

Eunting Grounds; V ia n g s , ..rehippers o f Odin and M s

fellw-goas, saw W  ■ * » “ * «  ■*“  ^

Valhalla, bat divorced « o »  their <

1 .  "Ama-XoSia'S QP ‘
c it .,  PP* 2i8~ 9 ‘



on the other band, have paid little attention to the l i  

after death, a&d. the spirits of the dead only esSiat im­

portantly as they appear to and influence their descendants, 

which I  believe is  also true of the Chinese ana Japanese.

Only the Banians have combined the two ideas of a clea£ 

after-life and an anceator-cu&t, hat their ancestor-cult 

is not well developed. Thus, in general, the absence of . 

the ancestor-cult seems to he accompanied by complete pic- - 

tures of the after-life, while tendence on the ancestors 

detashes importance from the after-life itself* I  wish . 

to note this correlation, here} I  shall attempt to interpret 

it  later.

The next point to be considered i s  the , 

nature of the ancestor-gods. All Thonga become# shik- . 

■wembu after death, but their status Varies with their . 

status in  l ife . There -are, first of a ll , the family gods, 

those of the father's and the mother*^ side, who are equal ... 

in  dignity, though the latter are more tender-hearted* . ".. 

Then there are the gods of the country, who are the an­

cestors of the ruling family. Gods of the assegaai are - 

men who have been b illed  in hfttlif gods of bitterness are 

those who have died violent deaths, by wild beasts, drown--. . 

^T,g or sdicide, or pregnant women whose foeti were not ex­

tracted; and gods of the bush, the dreaded spirits of . . . 

those who were not properly buried. Junod mentions . . ■ 

finally  a  god of quarrels who w ill not aecept offerings 

matte to bin; then t K  Peopl* W ,  got in «  god of

quarrels. Let US aate an offering to th« others so that- 

they mar soold i »  -1 H *  * S°a» = *  “ a j  

„ith  their c m  fM d 1 J , and they a r . tenaea in  ii.r«< !h ic«l

• their cShsriusters arc the * M »  as on earth.



The Zulu Hdo not worship all Amatongo

indifferently ........&  e head of each .'use1',  and again

one's status as an ancestor depends oa one's status while 

living.-*- Thus different people tv®Jj into different snakes.8 

These snakes are all  harmless and quiet; that is  how they 

are distinguished from ordinary snaites.3  Chiefs tors into 

izinjjyandezuluj the black or green, or bright-green a d  

black-spotted mambegf uinzi headman may also become these. 

Common people and chieftainesses turn into unBlwazi > which . 

is  a large, brown, non-poisonous snake,® perhaps Samuelson'S 

inhlwathij the Twa-constrietor or python, 'The name unt- 

hlwazi is  also applied to young inyaadezulu; then it  is  - - 

• - © - ■- ■ • 
the idlozi of a child or a of no importance. 1 Coancte. •-» ~ 

people also become the ubulube or inkwakwa7 non-ver»ooetts>rt- 

snake, light-coloured,8  about.six feet long) or the um- ' 

zingandlu.9 Bryant says -that this snake (also known as. 

uMabibini) i s  very fond of taking up its abode within dark ' 

nooks, and is therefore taken to be the idlozi of a  fetosae*^?. 

Old women become either the uBElwaai or the ieiCasha&csana . , 

lizard. This lizard climbs on the roof of a  hut and fells . 

on the people beneath; ±t is hated as a  bad omen, scad. -on 

its  appearance a sacrifice may be offered,11; She Itongo-. 

of an old woman is supposed to be malicious and spiteful,

b u t / . . « . .  ,

Xi— Callaway, "Religious Systems” , op. c i t .,  p .144* vxde 

" Bfyant, Kan, loc.c it.
2 .  Bryant, ibia . •

6 . Bryant, ib id ., P*263«

I ’ p«S37) S W S i t  i 3

* reddishhbrown# .

1 B iIt .7 o p .c it- , '‘uMabiMdt-S p . 371*
10. KaA, J0®*0***!*,** t ffcr,Ki ib id ., p .6 7 . Call away, 

u - i - h ’ <**» ®is llaara



but that of an infant is pure and beneficjent, and is  need 

by  the diviners.'*'" Apparently a wasp** or a  shrew-mouse 

can also be an idlozi. An aborted foetus (uBgtinzo) BBat 

take no form, for i t , as an idlozi, is a miserable, power­

less thing, and therefore a aan refers to a spirit, which . ' 

has given him fefeble assistanea, contemptuously as unff'unzo.^ 

Other snakes such as the puff—adder} the ivuEzamanzi Ja 

slightly poisonous amphibious snake)} the lxithlangwana • 

{night adder)} and the grey and spotted mamba "are known 

to be sere beasts. I t  is intpossible for them to ever be 

men’','*  A  snake which is  an idlozi dhows a ll  the snatefcs of 

the man concerned, such as scars, having one eye} lameness* 

etc. ,iu this way it  is recognised, while the man who had- •: 

no distinguishing marks speaks in  dreams. ...

Miss Hunter records that evsry Pp^fie who

has a child becomes an itongo, except a very,evil igqwira •
■ . ' ■ ■: - \ 

who becomes an itinzi, or a person raised^by an igqwira.sod. •

mflp into an isitunzela. A man who dies away from home-. -

becomes a troublesome itongo, and every effort is.matte to ■<.

■bring h iS body back.7 Among tt-s Bomvana it  is a  great \

tragedy i f  a  ™gr> dies without speaking to his family ; . (

otherwise, apparently, a Bomvana's character is not changed

by death. Such misfortune, too, "is  attributed to the

wanton and cruel work o f female spirits".8  Wacdonald says-."

t h a t /.. . .

1 . Callaway, ib id ,, p .176 , footnote 37.

I !  iryant,PB ic t ., o p .c it ., "uHgoso'', p .424.

4 . I b i d .,  p .518.
5 . Callaway, Ib id ., p .l»= . .
6 . X M d . , p . 199*.
7 . Hunter, MSS. cita. •
8 . Cook, op. c it .,  PP. 89 &  107 •



that i f  a  Kafir dies without speaking to his family l is  

spirit w i n  be evil, ana roast be late with costly sacri­

fices , -which as we have seen the Bomvana offer* Other­

wise the Transkexan tribes approach the ancestors in the 

same way ana order as the Thonga and Zulu. ' :

'What is  the power of the ancestors'?

The Thonga gods can bless, sisHng the crops plentiful, . 

controlling wizards so that this happens, and generally 

saving their children from disaster. But they also ■ ■ 

curse with drought, accident-, illness and sterility ,2  •: ,. 

Th‘ey are omnipresent, omniscient ana omnipotent Sa-fer:.9S" 

their descendants are concsecned,3 From the -Sulu atoadlozi 

flow blessings and curses. With disease, sterility:.'an<5-.W’ 

death they express their displeasure, or shower plenty ■ 

and prosperity when theyare satisfied with their descend-. . 

ants.4  For as a Zulu said, "Uyise u  igugu kakulu fcufeabt-' ,. 

wsna bake noma e nga se kol!. ("Their father is  a tres^jre 

to thea even when he is  dead.'')® The dead.help the living. 

Yet  i f  the living ere dependent on the dead, the dead depenS 

on -the living for sacrifice and tendance. • I f  their depcendr- 

ants die out they w ill have no house to enter ana w ill have 

stto eat grasshoppers bn the mountainsides'1. 1 . In  the Trans- • 

t s i ,  w i t e s  Macdonald, "dOMstio events, »ar, peace, agri- ■ 

culture, disease among cattle ana gouts,' Noughts, fioods, 

cold, M a t ,  pestilence, sterility, fecundity, m  almost ■. 

every event or circumstance tha* affects the A*fe of man Se 

traces directly or indirectly -So ancestral. n j t e a s ,  and a» .. 

-they are pleased or displeased events are propitious or 

the reverse".8 Of tie BOBvano. «« w «  told that the ances­

tors take e "kir-day and prideful Interest ia  the life  of

th e ir /..

I: vJi b ,  p . m s .

I "  S S i t  Pism  ioouoiti SBooter, o p .c it ., p . 161. 
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•tbeir progeny snd help them in. ffiany ways. On the- ofhei* - . 

h&nd the ancestors are dependent on their children for -. : • 

®any things if —  to kill, meat for them shen they are . - 

■hungry and sing their praises. The power of the spirit t  

is  proportionate to the power and influence he wielded-.on \ , ; 

earth.^ The Fondo describe the aaatongo as "the aSounta^ ■■■} 

of all 'blessiBg,,) "a refuge, or fence’1*2 .Uhey ha'ra-*fee. ■••■t: 

power to send health to man and beast, to increase- pro^er^y 

- and to. ensure good crops. Shay kaow all that .ij&fcaJJsening'- ^ 

to their descendants, and, i f  'sell treated, ln6k.aft&r 

Should his ajnatcmgo desert a-man* misfortune.weald surely- 

follow. They m y  -protect M m  against obuti. i f  .invoked. “■ ■{ 

"by sacrifice, tnat their power can be overcome by fflagiq on...*

• xt^al ama-hnngn. On the whole they are propitio^.oj . ye-fc ■ <,v. :, 

tfrey are jealous that all.ritual killings- ahotiid be renaer^d, 

to them, and inflict sickness on recalcitrant people*.. t%?y . 

also wish the old customs (amasiico) to be observed*. , .. .x ■ .

It has been shov/n on the section on - •..... 

disease that tiie amatqieo manifest their displeasureby•. ■: 

Baking someone H I ,  and in subsequent section* it  M i l  be .­

seen that they i s t m t e *  largely in  the tribal eooito«i« >,, • 

l i f e .  Here I  » i i l  briefly set oat its ways »»  tWofcstiw : ■ 

w ill  of w  Afflatongo is mite » o « n  to, or a^eo v m ea  t>Jt, • 

ttieir descendants, «w p g  tie W o n g f , tie  <&it'f 'wsf io

« k f f l  this is  * »  «  <*?«*■ '* ' W - . ■■*. .

„ „  m r  area, of ids ancestor^ then he is frightened 

« a  consults the diviner. But there i» some systefl of 

direct dream-interpretation, e .g., i£ ffie appu-ltion „*s

painful, the dreamer » * e s  an offering; if tto W « t W  

seemed happy, be « * »  ^  Spirlt " *

IT-CooE; “^ S l ^ i J e s s i o M ,  l » e  the Zulu ane auotea above 

a- g ^ e s f S I  s S S l  « ' *>» aaatongo.

3 , Banter* aSS*.’?*.**- • . , . .
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something, and this will be given 'to it. Th« tjonss,

howfcver, are always Consulted to find out the wishes of

the skUcweinbu, and all theaSetails connected with these ,

wiekes. The Zulu flfnatoiigo malce revelations in dreams*

and warn their children against unsuspected enemies or

threatening dangers.2 In the section on disease it has

been shown that these dreams may threaten illness) and

therefore the. doctor is called in to expel the dreams, ■ \

Secondly, the spirits sand omens. According -to Shoot&r) . f

the mere -appearance of an idlozi snake demands a sacrifice

"but throughout Callaway this is not even suggested,, save -y.

for the isalukazana. If a wild animal entered the kraal

it would be regarded as a iaessenger from the spirits to

remind the people they tiad done something. wrong.. . Shooter •.<

' . 4  - ■ ' ■ ■
gives other examples of omens from the amatongo* . • ^Thirdly f :

the amatongo reveal themselves by afflicting srneone with *■ v

sickness. 5 But the will of the ancestors M et  he inter-- 4

preted 'by the diviner, and among the Zulu the peof&e who . ,..

do this are the abangisma, who speak for the \Ao- .

cording to Bryant the abangoas divine in two ways, i-v..,-,j, „

tuition (which is rare) and by asking questions to. which ,r

tJie questioners Ji^spond by clsppuiS their hands ®id. suiting, .

the ground. Ultimately tSe diviner reveals, what the iiit&r- .

rogatots themselves feel to be the root of the-trouble.6 • . •

I  have already referred to diviners with faoiliar. spirits

(imiloai).

Pondo amatongo appear in dreams, in-the;

• fo a m /,.,, . -

s r e ^ * .. » .

Callaway, ioifi. j P* 661• . . .



forsa they had when alivesji and de«and .a partioals? beast* • •. 

or reveal medicines, or a side person may dream of s ■ ■ - 

beast they want slaughtered.2' All the Sranskeian tribes.-.'. • 

have divinera,® . - •

$be South-Eastern Bantu, once they-, know 

the will of the ancestors,, propitiate them, as Is shown • . 

in  the text, with sacrifices or offerings;, .sacrifices '«a?s • - 

also given ukuboaga, as thanks, and many old’natives> -. .- ... 

’whenever they- eat or drisk of anything, invite -the -ancestors 

to. taste of it, or egill a U  ctle on either:Side, for-fbe.--;. 

paternal and asternal ancestors. :

. Finally, in. order to- understand tbs

signifioanee of the belief in oramdrtality and the .altars.- ; . - .. 

of funeral rites, it is necessary to consider the- ^i&’Slon.-- 

of death ceremonies with social statue., i  6halX-4aacritj& .­

this variation and it shouia be read -relatively to .the . -■ <- .•■;■ 

burial of headman, ae described above. . .

Infants are buried with little ceremony, .. 

I f  the Thonga child has undergone the boha pari rite,, i . e . , • 

has beea admitted .into society, it  -is buried, by its .mother . ..

in a broken pot > half of the opening of whick is covered;- -. 

with ashes-, at the side of the hut. - ^TOod. remarks tfcafc . ,... 

this is done wiless the child has been presented to the , 

moon. But this is done before .the boha puri, su& children . 

•who die before the boha pari are treated* as willbe seen,- - 

as abnormal. I  cannot reconcile these two. statements.)A , 

jin older child -Is buried in -tha' ordinary way, bat with very-, 

few ceremonies, and no religion act} the twig rite is only 

performed for jSfattB&W who have died at the 4g4 of puberty, 

-The father digs the grave tat 2oes ^  a U ®^. ^  

burial of, a young child. B *  mother only, not fftttmr,

i - Hunter,. 5ffiS.__.Git®-*. ' ----- . - - - - -



wears malopa mo\miiBg. clothing* The- act- of Manflja- .

ndjaka (i.e. sexual rites) Is earned out privately ■ 

in the parents' Trot. If  the father should have inter- ' 

course vixth the mother before this is done the whole • 

.village will have to tee purified,^ A Zulu woman whose . 

■child has. died assembles together all the children of 

the uazx andmakeg theia wash their had a with ashes*-®- . . . - 

According to Griffiths a Zulu baby is buried outside the 

■umai, and the mother has to wear special clothes, for, tife. . 

months?- when, though no ihlafl’ beast is-lulled,, baer- is ; 

made and a goat called eyokuputula is slaughtered, ... Mow,- . 

the mother outs her hair and her husband can sleep with-frer-,., 

again.® In the Transkei, according to MaoleaaTs QoiapencfuuBi 

the death of a child, especially i f  it Is vety young*., a V . ! :;- 

traots little notice, save that the.parents .mult-nofc..-. .......

-visit the chief A Bonwana cnild is buriedneer. the. hut* 

close to where the wood is heaped. The peof̂ f\e need. not... r 

stop ’bilking the cattle; pnly the mother and father,-pis* ••• 

fcot eat amasi, and that for three days and one day respect­

ively. The father met not cohabit with any of to.s vd.v6s , 

for three, or with the mother for fourdays.^ , . . . . .

But royal birth does seem .to confer' 

degree of importance. Ihus while most, children, accord­

ing to Barrow, were not buried, the children of. Kafir. . .  

chiefs were interred in ant hills excavated byant-eaters.

m-naT-mi, m «  TKonga W  aisa-tud ftwti, JnMMtra 

and srtill-lxOT cMito®, « * » >  ouUSrioi.T®o a m  tlni ■ , ■■

• •• before/..... -

» i r - 3 E 5 * r w ^ 7 ? » - - J >  ppa|6i»TOta«e/ f — i 5 S b r m  

*  io- 

3‘ l i w S M S  2^ ‘% g f s s : , , s r -
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tjefbre the boha purl rite, as4  Eoaet'Ees children vbo 

cut their uppa?- -teeth first, m  ret,' ground near the tiver, - 

for fear of drao$rfc-,In the Kaluleke «&a£t, these children . 

are cremated. X have quoted the aborted foetus ae having 

a vsry weak idlozi smong the Zulu, hut I -cBBSuyt say L w  1* 

wag treated, aor is there any information on the burial- of 

-twins, one or both of which should be killed* The . - 

"J&tatoele do not allow mourning for twine- or children who- .: 

cut their upper teeth first; they bury tnesi close to the 

hut inside the village fence, 2  1 • - - ' . . -... y

yrsaskeian ffwinst Bat in the Iranskei? as ?/e havese-en*. •: •' • 

tmne are not killed, ana I  shall here consider, the rites • - • 

practised among these tribes at -fee death of a twia, even .■•••-• 

if  it be after he or she has grown up. If  a Bojwyana- A  

dies in childhood be is buried beside his Euphorbia tree*... 

■Swine used to be.buried in umqungwa gra?s( but -today a • . -.. 

-blanket is not considered out of order. The father ufost- . 

not leave the kraal or lie with aay of his wives for & 

week; if the second twin dies this period is expended to , . 

two weeks. She sumving -twin is washed daily be side -the . 

Euphorbia tree. However, if a twin dies later in life . . 

the survivor. exchanges his ox her beads or blanket, but •• -.-. 

not bath, for the deceased's. He also lies An the grave .......

for a while before the body is .put in. There is.no.weeping., 

the relatives do not shave their heads; the death is referred, 

to by a circumlocution. «b*n the survivor dies they-shave, - 

but do not weep unless the next-born child has already died., ■■ 

Soga notes that on the death of a Xaaa twin the survive . 

Hust lie, as c corpse, in «*e grave for a second or t W . ,



• 4*6. regarded as belonging jnore to the other

■su rid .tUan to tais, ?hua tTonoa says the kokwana who Is 

the gre^^eat-graEdfataier Sis already almost like one - 

of the- gjicestor^gods to whom, sacrifices•sr$ aside,n asd ■ 

among the Pfendo,. as .Quoted above, th*ey may already he 

known as am&tQBgo., The Zulu s ay o£ a very old person, 

thet %e is "one Whose blanketd are zlpa&dy off ..to - the . 

-precipice'1* ,i.e»..the grave.2 Therefore, anises they. . . . 

-were of very hig& rank,, their huriala ’sere-attewfed'with,.. .. 

little certaony, ana the Zulu heed to say of them, .“bago-. 

duke” , “they go home'*. They were nfe mourned far»3- .

Oid people were frequently killed or neglected so tfeafc-.-• . 

they doed*4 . . ‘ • -.-•. \. •>- • .-•

foment Jimod6 says that “ the death of a

woman is attended with the same rites as. tfcs deathof: - 

a Ben’*, {Vol. X, p. 211) but »c woman may- be buried ih an- -•• 

jitimu (II, pp. 376-7). However, if  she was in the prime 

there is an extra rite when, the husband's re- . . 

latives oust convince her -tvxsn&s that they had notfclng. t» 

do with her death. Ihe widower and his .people .visit the 

wife's home, and both families insult the widower's gods . . 

before the cleansing ceremony can take place*. (X,.pp»ai§*tf>* 

A woman who cfi-es pregeaKt hss to he cut open so that. the. - . 

sex of her child can he determined,, and in the BaluieJce . 

clan these women, as well as women dying in childbirth, . . 

are created. {I, p.166), A woman who has Ktemba'd. ...

with her husband -on the death of a co-wife mast 

perform a ceremony with to* hlamba water at her parents*

kraal/ . . . . ,

1 no ait-. Vol.I p.32?, footnote 1 , .■ --
K i } - „ i  iZ. °lt ., *» . ® s » v s .  ao*.

1 ; ib S ? , •fefsite'SP‘ 1<»i S.O- SSzmleon, op. c M „  
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kraal.. (X,p,164), The luma ailomo of a woman affects,

of course, only her own'fcat. ’ •

According "to Speofcniann wooen1 s bodies - 

among the Zulu, K&tal and Xoea tribes were thrown late ' 

dongaB, "but there are records of women beicg buriet£j or • 

at least being mourned for. Bryant records that .a Zulu ■ -• 

woman was eatea-‘medicine1 (gems amaKubalo) forty the1' : ■ ■ 

imsates, 1 . 8 ,. ths children, of her own hufcjand at her :■■ 

parental kraal. I f  a Zulu woman dies pregaant her- nn- 

bora child is. removed from her womb and buried beside- Jwwjv 

for it is indecent to bnry two- people together. 3  - C6afe- =,v. 

states that Bomvana women are buried out in the'-reld. b6« ' - 

hind their huts; if  a woman and her small baby die they--"-.- 

are "buried separately. . Ihe corpse ‘ is carried through* &.-■ 

hole in tb& women‘s side of the - hot. -Jts a-rule a- basest . . 

is not killed for a -woman, but occasionally sag is -fe>r a. . .- -> 

great wife. The cattle are not milked for a day; •. the- . -•;•/- * 

widower gives-his blanket away and will not eat. affiasi,. fs»r •.;• .r 

a few days or havesextfal interoourse for about a week..

A aisn observes the dame restrictions for his mother or 

grandmother, and is rendered nnclsart .by a sweetheart <s de&tJi 

bo that he must not have relations with women for three . ... \ 

days,^ ■ Gaiks 'widowers mourned one weak as agaiJist -widows1 .. 

two tfesjes.5 . Xosa women must he buried for Soga tellS'US. . , 

tliet •woman -sho i ^  la childbirth m st not. be buried facing ..... 

v 6  ■
hoxse. .

• Hank also affefts. wome$. Among the . ... • 

Z «W  all of an IBBi art. imaioines for tie lofco- . ...

sllcaal CO* <Ot*t »»*»> « «  « »  * » * «  «“ » lB

w  be iel*,’  Acoorifctaf! to Griffiths U *  vfcmdfeti;

. - -is/...... . ‘ -
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is 'buried with the same ceranoJ^r as a young manj aJ5veJy- 

body" helps to boxy .her. Her 1 partner-wife' (an i^adi) 

must wear mourning dress and 3̂ e inherits A  Tshaka, when 

ftis mother Nandi died* ordered a wholesale massacre of old 

women, so that all the tribesmen woalu weep, ana sexual 

intercourse -was forbidden to all for a year.^ ..Shooter1' 

quotes Fyxmt-s graphic description of the scenes that en­

dued on Jfandils deatlu When her case was seen to 'jS • 

hopeless.Tshaka and his chiefs put on. their .sar-arega^htii 

as soon as her actual death was announced all present tors 

their own ornaments from their bodies. Tshaka mourned- 

silently for some twsnty minutes 5 then he burst oat with- 

frantic yells and this was the signal for wild lamentation, 

Within a day 60,000 people had assembled at the Kiog'a -. 

umzi. 40 oxen were sacrificed, ana the King ordered " 

several nan to be executed, whereupon "the multitude . .. ■. . .  

commenced a general massacre". According to one .of Cyan's, 

informants the ten test-looking girls in .the fcraal were 

buried alive with Nandi's corpse, and a regiment of lS^OQO . 

men guarded the grave for a year. 15,000 cattle were con­

tributed bg -the tribe for. these men as offerings to the /. 

spirits of the queen and her attendants, The chief- - .. 

Gomana proposed that no cultivation should be allowed for 

a Jtear, all itdlk should be poured cn the grouad, and .women 

conceiving during that period should, with their husbands, 

he put to desthi The third prohibition was strictly en­

forced, b>it the other two were lifted after.three months , 

tiy the chief's*^giving oxen the King. . Soldiers went 

through the country killing all who had not attended the . 

mourning. Lamentations went on at. Tshaka's kraal for a

y e a r ,/ ....,. , .



year, after 'which the great kraal -pas moved. Ishaka, • 

amid. the yeiling of thousands of his subjects and the 

beLiowing of 100,000 oxen, approached -tiie new oite. . Eis 

praises were shouted as he cried aloud with grief. On • 

the next day he was purified with the gall at slaughtered 

salves which were contributed by every cattle-owner i& the . 

land. S?ar was carried to those ■tribes which bad not come . 

to weep and. cattle were seized to offer to Kan&i. .Ehie ~ 

extrematy of sorrow was, of course, unnatural; Fyon. ad^ . > 

vances the opinion that Tshaka "wished his people to iafe£, • 

i f  such a sacrifice waB necessary upon, the occasion of . 

Uandi’s departure, how frightfully terrific would be that - ;r 

required at his csmV Btre it does show that i f  a woman - ;; 

occupies a high position in tbo land her funeral rit*e . 

may be extravagant and affect the whole te*iDS. . ■ . 

pt.Tta-ngarg are buried without ceremony. They ?&nnot bs .. 

properly put into the ground that belongs to ajicestot'ia. •• - 

The Tbonga. say of a stranger, "He does not matter^, and. us 

is merely buried.^ In the Kaluleke clan, all foreigners . 

are cremated lest They belong to the dreaded category, of 

abnormal children. She JIlengiree^alBo burn the corpses 

of strangers. 2oth these discs wait toll they hear an . 

explosion from the burning body; tiien they taow.the ... . . 

Sanger (tinAO) tan S M sed * Kiln aying (Key irofi.ias® ... 

are wrled by tbe seaple mong V b w  they war* at the tlte 

at their mats, In tie volo, ana under no n f e tmstaaces-... 

whatsoever are < •» m arred IB a otter-tta t a . on. ,

to wliicn they belong.*" tt>« Bowana *> not Durr strangers.

Tien of Tii **"ia Timor tanzre: Sersant-s and friendless people ..

- - w rre /....,,...

1  junod, op.cit., Vol.Ij P.1S5; Vol.II,. p.319, footnote GO
£*» IiD.gg,.Man.,.op. cit. . . . . •  . , .
3. Cook, op* cit-zJi*',**’ •'
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were treated* after- death, atigh as etraasers  ̂

writes that lie heard of a dependant being thrown into a 

river before ite v/ss quite ceadv and tee was told that tfce 

bodies of dependants and those executes by1,. tjhe Single 

orders were dragged Into tlie \aisSi.A ftpy-ng the T-esribu, ec- 

caiifeag -to ■ ‘Warner, frisidJlet's people isere selfiao buried.^ 

They were carried sway, even, before death, and depoaitM 

in scffle fissure in a bank or rock, aaS left to.their 

generally tlie Xaf ire left these .bodies to 1

res Tbs South-! 

not*. as do some Hhodesian trifees, bury by proxy,' ’ 3?or ' 

example, tha Shona/buty a stuffed black goat's skin $&„•• 

place of the body of a man. vt&o bas <51 £& away from ftoffle,̂  ■ 

While the Koeva wrap the right £> releg and left idtsfileg - : ^ 

of a goat in 52. ue calico and "bury this "parcel" sitih the . •- - 

deceased's possessions.® But tie 1'bonga, \ihen a  man dies 

assay from ‘oone And sis body cannot be recovered^ b«ry • 

intimate belongings asd 'hole the funeral over.t&em. T>&a .' 

sacrifice at the grave is by killing a fowl* not by the 

fcksnye twig rite. In the ffoitbern eUms such a maa‘4 ba- 

longings are burnt, and tfte purifying sprinklings are - 

carried out., fM s is dose b r a v e r  the corpse# oardiot be 

recovered, as where a man has been killed by a wild beasfcjf - : 

or in battle.5 If  a Bostfana or is killed a?/ay -from 

home bis people send arnoto  investigate -me circvsmatanees, 

Whet lie retnrfls-a -beast is M U M  to m m > for the dead 

aanj all th« latter's person*! effects are thrown away» .

. Caaaonerst

II— opT cit., p p "^9-40' . .
2 . Maclean; 220



ffomsonerg?. tawtffc description of Thonga burial

reefers to a headman, "bat we may infer from it  that whe& 

srty man is dyic^ aexuai intercourse Is forbidden. to the 

village inmates; the htir is chosen. before death; the . 

grave is behind the hut oz* near the village; said the 

corpse is SwabieS-Ap and lies on its left side facing in- 

■fee direction whence the ancestors came. His personal 

belonging are disposed of, those that decay xa the grave, 

the others oti a  tree nearby, 'She food o$ M s  orm. hut is-.'  ̂

taboo s tsvrb "%e Hut itself is not destroyed unless lie was .
OM«i.

owner of it. . Tie j.-ites of condolence. saerific^tahls.. 

khombo (hlamba ndjafca) ate lees intensive thai V  a-;. . 

headman.* The Zulu, as alrea^ Rioted, have tile "b&lief >- 

-that cosaztoners turn into special kinds ofsna&es, go there.-, 

is probably some form of "bnylu& idlozi11. "When anyone : 

dies", there is lamentation; His things are- teorat anS hie;.. 

grave is covered. <31 tb. brsncihesj tfhen .these are rotten ..-. 

the spirit ia brought horns. (According to Jrbouseet and 

Dumat the common practise of the sulu -was to bury corpses-,. . 

unorneznented and wrapped in a 3fci» shroud, in a sitting • . 

posture in round, holes; some sections, however, it- is 

stated, burnt bodies in the millet fields. . X think .the 

description of the shape of the grave is probably incorrect, 

and the second custom- cited is possibly an exceptional^ 

fertility rii&, as -the ^thors may not have enquired the 

status of the deceased** According to E. L , Samoslscm , 

the burial is private to relatives,^ the body being: buried 

outside the hit all possessions. -She corpse > 0  pro* . 

tecte& by iasiti against mzards; the people lament, bathe 

to purify themselves and chew imiti; they must also jahave 

-their heactef She ihlambo and utebeyisa, one gathers - 

. ■ . f r o ® / . , . *
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■from Bryant> are held. Griffiths describes eerensM jise . 

very 'xs ffroee for a headman, but less comprehensive*- •

Ihe irat in.which a comffloner ales as smeared immediately 

and apparently can be tised again-.8 Tfe Katahele of \ ■ 

Rhodesia da net, unlike the surrounding tribes, break _•■ . 

the toneE of a corpse, and^Bury the- body In a round"Jsole?•■' 

■to the east -of .ti* kraal. 4  Uecle states ttet the-E^ab&lfrv 

remove a dying manxo a hut outside the town, fend 1sttry.,hlJ»--+- 

wrapped in a sitin shroud, otttsiae the omzif the gE&Ve ,3»

• marked with a mound- of bushes and earth. She relative : .­

. stay an huts outside the town for & few daya while they - 

are being purified by the doctor, but -they hgve .no sp̂ c&al-. , 

signs of mourning.® Lichtenstein writes ttisfc all̂ SiriSJg

Xosa, except chiefs) were removed from their hat*. ..• $uts..-...

contasinated by death, he adds, are burnt} a widovf3C,-£s.- ... - 

unclean for a fortnight* a bereaved mother for i w  -day#* 

but any widow for a month.'6 Speckmann agrees 

corpse is disposed of a3 soon as possible; ths grave is a,--.

■ praii round hole et an indefinite spot, It is protected. .. 

against animals and wiaaidsj beer and meat are left. .•

against ttd coniine ol tt» Silasi.7 Mctaaita tleo tapW 

that t’or.-:.erly only * is fs  » e  suriecSj Hot latter 17 rtten , 

at m il . » »  iiSS”.-8 “ * 5.1*"'"1 w *  wreleon,/ sfl 

OTll •»  m t  V A  H »  rlMs.sra W  ■, , . .

s.clnsto, BsrloKLUg. tbm tlV  °*  *=» * “ »> « * • 1. .-• .

relatives peea pass Oiroujt these rites. Hsa home a £

- S 5^ B l r t . ,  op.olt., “M U * * " .  P-15̂  ,-.-
KSS..cita. . • ■ . ■ • . ■
o»f. Arhouaaet above. . . . .  ..

Lielson? °f*5^gg,x| ^ s‘ in savage Africa", ClS^v 
Ijeele. **  £w £ l*£  novels  in-Southera jcWica'^tke 

K 2 ? 3 o S " & & JM 6 « 8  isoln <*r. A. Plujnptre) 

Voi.ij PP' 2 5 7Tf?‘ =„ . . . 1 . -- 1: '

artac3.es/...

ir* ' T  ;\
.  w * - «  ■% ,



that a& aŝ  a hj-bj dies t&e relatives burst Sato . 

laffisntatiQtii end,the “Widow casts fcway ker g&naetrts and • 

abandons the. hut,. ... She is aaolsaa and oust be purified*^ ■ 

Varner writes, that even "respectable11 feaibu srere carried •- . 

out- of their 'tots to diej from M s  description, ths funeral- , 

is attended with the usual rites^. the spirit: is agjsroac.T3e & . 

and relatives shave and perform the customary- ablutions.■ . : 

The deeeas.ed's hut.is forsaken.^ We are specifically. told. - 

t^at. among theBOEvana death, ceremonies "v&ry vitSi ,tbe .v 

position of the iadivicaial in. the society", sc- e comon$it^0 v 

Iwiesal ie probably just a less elaborate a^-'Vcr than &■ . .• ;. -s. 

headman's.^ . Saga mentiona ons pacific disreresce ssWag;;r. • 

the Xosas for a headman the milk sacks are qâ fcr-QpecL,. $&£.«;•< 

railX is only poured away for a common jnembfir of the fsmily. -

Man of IrcnertBnoes Here I  propose briefly to • sofflmapisa© a 
■ • fna»0 ' ' •-.-....

previous section. Tfcesê incL-afie both tiiose.by ■btotii aad. . •..•

wealth, the latter possession, conferring on the. owner,. 1he .

privilege of being polygyftous, and therefore ha\4 ng a large,../

cf  dependants, infonaation on these men o£ stgji&sg.

is abundant} the rites tend in general to fellow tba arurse. ,

ws -have seen above, especially as.regards tiie laying-oQfc ̂

■the body. Before considering the individual .differences

in tJxe various tribes, 1  might point out that an such cases*.

the whole village goes into mourning, and usually the .eit^ •,>.

of tiie umzi is changed, • . . ....

junod has given ms an excellent account .

«C tte w a w m  sttsiiaant on a K r t n ’i * * •» .■ “ «*. <**•-.. 

rnnga, «>» * » »  notiijeable rites Using « » j e  Mimctea jltli 

o£ iw

. • - - • '■ ■ • .- to /,,.,. .. •
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to the senior lineaca (-Use .royal family are buried in tbeir . 

own), the cruahuig of the ’grsa.tr hut1, the selection of . 

heir ana the apportioning of the inheritance,reaffirm s* 

tion of the family bonds. All the food in the vH3a>ge 

becomes taboo and must be purified, by a special rite . 1  

Decle tells us of the dead Matabele that if  he is a  man - . 

of importance, an induaa, everybody in the neighbourhood 

cosies to cry o<rer him and not only his relatives;® and- . :. . 

Kielson, that the head of a kraalj if remotely .of royal ’ • . 

blood, is buried close to his but by the kraal-fencs, -the-
■ ■ • ' 3  ' ' ■ "• ' • ..... ■' -

village site being changed. &aang the Zulu. tkesB6£lve6j.

when a headman approaches death, all the kraal inmates---. • - ...v' 

allow their hair to grow, dress bauly., and do not cleanse- . 

their bodies..4  According to E. L, Samueleon, th$, 

u&zi wails loudly for a Zulu headman} the calves and. oovfs.-- 

are separated that they may add their lowing to the. aisa.ard,.:.. 

fhe eldest son is initiated as heir, and.,the. wives, chiJ-dJr-en,.:. 

sad relatione let their hair grow long; there ere sac- . , 

rifices, and the kraal-site is changed. 5  Tha Kraal-pwner . . 

is reaten medicine for' on the aay of burial, an^'waehe4  for' 

daring several succeeding months. There are also nnmsroUS .. 

rules surrounding the eating of.food at.such.times.. ,

Among the Kafirs a headman or important,.- 

person is, according to Speckraann, buried in the caxfcLe- 

kraal wuere lie can em lly =ae U s  cattaa,'  ̂ and Warner state* 

that after the death of a Temfcu headmen all in tbe.kraalv . .•

mustbe medicatsd, -waaheg end shaved.^ 33® kraal is for- ■

eaken and the hute are left to decay. .. .

Chiefs/, , .  .. . .. .

“ jESft/'op.clt., voX .iT hM ^- ®**
Op. o it ,, -p.161* .

footer', ’ op,- pp. 3 3 9  se%. . . ■

o p .& U , p.. W .  

g k l & ’o?! St ., P- cirea, -

O



ghjsfg.aqa gin^at We have may excellent acoountS of • 

the funerals of cht«£& and teiiiga tfhoee burial^eeremonies 

are remafckable, >71 majy instances,, for wealth -of human 1 ' 

ana animal sacrifice, ba.tAalways aistinguisberby w&ole- ■ 

sale mourning thnotfghout the ' . -

Tlie. nails and hair of daad Zulu and •. 

thonga Mgh-cMe^s were kneaded with the Sung ofsacri- 

fic&d cattle to form the injcata (Zulu) or nhamhe (Thonga), . 

a  string of such -balls teed to call the spirits' of the. 

aesa chiefs fin. important tribal occasions.^ Thonga cjils ' 

were buriefi an the ntimuj the sacred tabooed wood,' ssere 

and at night. To prevent dissension and exposure. to : 

enemies only the heir, inmost councillors amS -jjlveg -were 

informed, and life procaededjas usual for. a yearv tiliy.s 

a sudoen, about a year later, the news was-.officially-si 

• nounced, All mature fflen remote their heatf-rings and 

place the wax on a stick in the fcttt-roo|. above the-'•fie Or -,

hanging the frame close by. Cattle are sacrifices.* J
■ -2 ■ -.-■••••  -­

the people don mourning cloth of blue* . - .-■•••

Callaway states that formerly, a 2 ulu

chief cremated by his warriors-an their full-war*

regalia, together with oxen, servants, and. important-:fl#t

and. -tie ashes ttoovm Into a pool or rivsr,3 ' s»ootsi*«

Jenkluson confir. « »  Trilling of the ting‘6 valets; w

other accounts substantiate cremation, ■ i’be Mosinaats

Zalt^ expose the a«aa|bodies of their xhieis upon- ntealBl

of trees for some tima, ana them to n  -Bum, throraig th<

ashes into the river,5 It  ore to H » .  SaaaelsOn on-ac-

connt of a Zulu King’s fuhersl, whsre she aescri'j=s thai

' o f / . . . .  .

I T ' k : u  sawg l S n .1 op. * i t . ,  B.li»i op.cra.V ■'
* pp. 386 seq., •;■ ■• . . .

a . .370 se*> m  B««* •
3 callaway, :."Ee3-i2i°13s Systems'', op. cit.ypp. 213 si .
4 shooteriop.eiW  p. 217; Jenkfctson,?.B. îAmazulu -

* |he -zulils, their past hi-story  ̂•$mnners> customs w 
language1' (1882) P*s®* „ . _ . . . .  .. .

' 5 . A ^u sset , cra.clt,, .p*I38* Jenkinson, op.cit., p .2 i .



that of kpande at sojnsjtengtlu The aeatb of a-Icing is- • 

kept secret for a longer or shorter period according to - 

"the state ot affairs. Tiie grave was beautifully lined - - 

with slabs> in. tbe cattle krasl, and was of considerable - 

wize with, a dais for Vne body. The regains were not . 

distorted for three ■weeks; they were then put into s.. . ■;- 

white-.ox^skin. Silence was observed among-all ranfcej ...

the whole, tribe attending the ceremony. It is certain/. . 

that some human victims) men ana znei&et̂ j’aceanipani-e&f .. . : - 

the king, and vast herds. of cattle were slaughtered*. .. , ,  . 

After the grave 'had been filled in it was protected ..Iff A- . 

fence of spiky thornwood. Sentries were told off to .. 

watch the gTave for the appearance of the kingts ..ijieeaenĝPj-;-̂- 

a tiny snake, later replaced by a big seasons ^M-ch wa#-: . 

greeted by a large multitude with the Koyal .Salute -• ■. 

King's "hymn, There was great feasting onis&en, •- ........

ceremonies culminated With a great cleansing '  Jit li&icbj , . .. 

by the killing of the deceased's councillors, cleave 

way for the new king aii& his aSviaerB. C h l e f^ fm w e s  srfr, 

to the Zulu,, the acme of .holiness. • . ... .. , .-V.v

]?omerly, according to at leafetttwo — , 

authorities, only. chiefs em m . «•» » « «  « * *  te ie a - 

A  chief w »  W M »  in « •  « * * w  Ssro«a, w r t s r *  i» ». ?M »*  

ox Bltin,3 *i«» trinket* and e a m ^ i  M e  Konrftlors.. ,' His. 

graOTf WHS sacred and Ba' to M  guarded against -siRffils. ...

a ,  death was notified to other chiefs, and ejtra-trttaJ, ...

trade fortldden.4  According to llacdonald , men/raW* . ,

W .« q i .- < H t t  * . * * » « > « *  « • * » • « . .  * * * * » . .  :

wrapped in M s  leoiard-ekin rol>s it te ied  m  the cattle

taM l sntrenc. »i«».P»»onal possessions. * » « * . : , .  ...

■ • jaourners/. — •

Vol.I. ? ?*asc
in Johaanesot 

on Teobu)\ .

S . 164. .■■
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moumers toe jrurifiea, and the hats ^idpasseesiotts Of - ■•

the dead chief burnt. ,7atefc 3s kept against wizard*.^ •

Kafirs are said formerly to &-Va buttttd chiefs witb tfceir ' -

heads above ground, a custom abandoned by the sulu£>.

’fuabeis[of oxen vre~e slain end placed near the grave. 8

Every 3*nvana gathers at the great Platre for the burial

of a chief, end all help to dig a huge grave. The g£ave

is watched; later it becomes a sanctuary. Abeaatj aot r

of -the sacred herd, is Killed at the funeral. 3  The 'Xoea-./

chief, is buried near his kraal, and the grave is. careful! ? 1

watched; it becomes, in a measure^sacred, for ceremonial

visits of respect are paid to it . 4  . Kropf esys thalc.all 
. . .. . . ..; 

the men join in a  hunt, l^Palazo, on the death of g oMef«.-:-.'

The grave of a chief must be very sacred for, &ocordiag-*t>_ •.

Kropf, the Gsaleka do not drink water frots.the-iTomgwajlB

river (a tributary of the Kei) because a former. chief,,

Palo, aied in its valley..5 . ^

Warriors1 riagtfrg and Deaths by-Violences Jtuiod ,tfll$.

that it is forbidden to the Jhonga to mourn, over warriors, ...

killed, in war till the army13  return, and a fine is. jm- . .; .
• • 7  . • • - . •

posed on those v.-bo contravene-tbi 3. l a w . 2fce-£ur*er£i.is:i. .

held, as we have seen, -over their .passessic^.if-tba, ear$fa-. 

is net raoovemi.3 ®>»» *< * H “ HWrtor fell on the 

1»  »ae ooVOWS with MB sbieia uni 3e«> BWT of-Mu, 

"Usele" (to *> lsft ieMna). store was no morning, for. ...

. M s / . . . .  .„ . .

00. cit.) Vol. S X ,  PS.?™-6 -
Shooter, op.d 't., pp.233 eeq, .
Cook, op.ext. 5 . . qpv , pa
Soga, "Aioa-Xosa", op.cit., pp.^ 2 1  s,e<5. 
Op.cit,, «iP»l^o , P-aoj..
Ibid.. "ilongwane", pp.337-3.

Op.cit., Vol.Is V‘¥L0 ’ .
Ibid., Vol. I? p.165,

1 .
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bis was a h erA de ath .x Luge also gives this as 

reason for it that "none of* the (burial) ceremsniea 5X6 

held in cases of this telnd as any sign of ’welcome* to 

the departed Bight bring 'spears' or more war- ter their 

home".^ Aijdead Xosa warrior is not £>uned$ his body 

is dragged to some secluded spot. 3  Iha same is told of . 

the Borovana. 4  AecordiTJg to Sacdonald, however, i f  -a 

Safxr xe killed an tattle the doctor treats the village. 

to drive away -toe assegaai from hie relatives, and ths . 

widow is secluded in her hut for ten. days.® .. • -. •

If  a Bomvaua is killed by a beast-., saye, 

Cook, the beast (obviously it must be domestic) is kil&iLv 

and eaten. The man is bueied in "the usual way. 

a is drowned and bis hody is found on the bank 

river he must be buried there with all his possessions; . . 

if his body is not found his things are thrown away anyv . 

where but in the river, into which medicines, are pat to- . . 

"pacify” it. A beast is killed but no meat is 'givea' **, 

the river. 6 The Xosa also fcury flromsd people sear *&ere 

the fcody »as loom, But v.-ith the face away trow Some to _ 

avert further misfortune.7  Eroa Macdonald io seeffir. . 

that where a person aroma he or ah. is considered to is . 

called hy the' river-eplrits. lie M s X Bay Ue Selted 

»itti stales or a want, ia driven into. It. ;

F!p: II  lightimig strikes the iw*bo of a

Thonga village the village m e t  he moved,9 hut-iBmo* .4f>» 

not sey «heth.r this is necessary, or .hat it  done, i f  a 

- «an/.v*„.



n&n i£ killed fey Is^xtniag in -t&e.aiasi or elsewfcerg. - Ac­

cording to Luggr a Zulu killed by. lightning ib buried lar 

from the xiina.1. and near 'water as a precaution against dxougm,;. 

the "body is interred In the usual- way bat there is no ■• ■ • 

r/ailing, ihlambo or. ukubuyjsa* . Death in tiiifcs case-is re­

garded .as an -act of the "Great One", and any regret would .

■he displeastog to Him and c9B$e further misfortune, i&il© 

if  the spirit '(.'ere 'brought home’ it would have the saae . 

effect as if  the budy wre buried in the umzi. Calleway . . 

was also informed that there is no walling 3sst the a»s~ ... 

vivors aammon the lightning, and “it is not lawful jtv* 

them to touch*the body of a person feilled with ligfttniBgj,.-. 

dntil the doctor has come and applied medicines to the, > 

dead, end the living of the village to which he belonged" »v. 

According to B. C. sarauelson there is no ceremony: at the 

Tjurial of a person killed hy lightning; there is no .Bourn?’- 

ing and -Chs grave is made outside the kraal.. . But a f t e r . .. 

four or five years there may he an utaibuyisa ceresumy to . 

hring home the spirit. 3  . .

. "Lightning Is considered" j-hy. the.eaik£s}.

•as O hs airedt operation of tie great or supreme w i r i t , . .. 

Any object or person struck Is consiaerea ae M A ®  tean ■; 

directly epproprlatea to Mmself, « M  inateaa of tell® . . 

mourned or laentea over, is » * > ,  after tSe porHtcation, ,

a canae of U m U *  « *  * •  * • * *  .* “*■-

M  sorifiea «itl> rseaieioe «n* a saorlH.ee Is offered . Ct« 

the great spirit?)* w il l  « 1 .  Is • » .  ® T

clean ano are 1 W  «  eater snottor t m l . ..

jh , m>ri is suM.<s»ntly M M  “ «  * »  °f  « *  “ tBriale 

‘m y  6» toucwa.4  Ilacaonia w i t ®  that * •»- *  V M * , *«. ,

•'. .killed/.',.,,.

?*, op,cii.»-P*^*:[' -nr, 1 2 1 - 2  (SrownWs* Totes).
4. Maclean, <?P»=i^ * W * 1-"*- ^  ' -, . - . •



jaUea by jigawang nothing can Artia -till tfca fector 

arrives,. E& ’’cleans" the place- and. -cattle are sacrificed 

<to. whom?) ̂  and eaten by the co^pai^r. Till this ze done • 

tney are/unclean. "Itse relatives of Uke dead m&st show .

signs, of -mourning. It  i& said, *Heaven has-. tafttai its- ' 

o«si*-». and jnoorniiag would toe fe> protest, and might tiring . 

punishment"."'' • . . ...

piseased Peonies People who die. of certain, diseases - 

.are sot buried in the usual way, "A person u&a fcas died 

jfy-jtt atk infectious disease, or one caused Ssy a ?/itch, .■ ̂  

incites a. C. Samuelsoa of the Zaha, “is hurled. octiidfe tba ?: 

£raaln.a tfofort»nat&.\y he ooes not eey bow fhs -*#lu- ££&{••:.=■.-.; 

tinguish. infectious diseases, and, as to the -sscofist 

meat, since so ®any deaths are esci'ibed to the al>atak&t£,5- •. 

it is C&friouS that no oae else has recorded that, ,1tsfeit&t4“ .- 

todies are itlterreci outside the imkSx, . But Siejsos jjefesi ,̂ 

tBat the S«lu and KatabeXe did not «a±X 

a oakto. also m M «  Hr a q m * .4  rst?.

« » « » . .  given nr Bjyont i= bi. « t i Sle «  *®1» ls

ttat A M W  M « M  *or W »  » * •  

the siseaee Ms»«X£, «n* »  « * «  m rtbM  tM s U

& K  t» «><* » t ± w .' taing »otieea the t o i t f f  at ««-  

suction to nspert itself to «ie am . t m O r ,  ttoutt ttujr, ; 

do not vtftaMtw* i»  *>»« w  -the oieeaee, Is fltfertioffls',

M O  >ts»±r injunction ea all «>« » * I -  ”

«to -keep tbrfr notta < * * ’  *»“  i= w  ■ * # * ? . * ■ * .

<W -  <w « t  * W  *rw *  « * •* • »1 1 «. »  « *

connection it 16 interesting to sfflware.tM, S M n a .W W . .,.. 

« *  ~>.tives » » t  mot t o * .  c M W t i * . ,

■ - • • ' ' . - . 'stretigt^eag^ -.



strengthens the proposition that the natives.aa^tiss's pa- • ••• 

n>Ei>keS the hereditary tendency of the Sleesse. - • -

. ■ . Leprosy und venereal disease nere, uceorfi« .,■ 

ing to Bryant, unknown aaong-the 2u&u5 &nd I  presume that . 

this allies  to the tribes further south. Certainly neither 

ILropf not any old aathority mentions these diseases,. • • 

irobs-fely this is why there are not) teftajy special-teHfial -• ■ 

ceremonies for lepers in these tribes* though there are • :■ 

£j£ong- the Shonga who may have contracted leprosy from tta . : . 

itr&fcs, vdth t?fcon they have been trfeding for a long tins" -.. y. 

or from the Hhodesian tribee, who also have, special, ftmerel^ . 

rites for lepers. 2  Thonga “lepers alone are £fc©'. .

hut’11 v&izh is isweeiately taboo, $he bsfly is-pushed-l^fc£.; .. 

.a hole with sticks and the roof is crushed down on: &.©.• gBsTe*.  ̂

The relatives of a Thonga leper, like the relatives of Uv; • 

Stems consofflptive, roast not attend the ourisl. Hiey ssjrS 

•’V&e it r.ot leprosy? Is not thecontagionterrible for.-, ».£... 

members of the family? Other people can bury a le^erj M s  ...; 

people never11. 4  Today tne custom of lahla fefaonbo Has fallen 

destietede, but it must-be performed if. the hasband died of. 

leprosy or ox' phthisis.*5 - . .. . .

• if  a I’hor^a boy13 eircvuncifriofc wound 

not fieal aai he «  MlleJ, or «  He 4ieB, tBeO* is-ao aaam. , 

u g , O r  srxn ia dog to *  w *  J » »  « »  ;

„  exorcist, one v*o m u affliote4 «Mk « »  41f«sse of •• -.

4i“ > « *  . 
eioreistss tie eorpee 1*  M » « a  ani is arveraa W W i ootoa. ,

n u r . o t - M t M - fU n f  I *  * •



Bitting posture and in its ianS is the assegaai or hatchet • 

of the deceased. Rites ass pesformed to cool bia poor - 

anguished. spirix and the .spirits. t3iat possesses hia, g&& 

arrest* cut is built, cm the grave. 1  - •

Statical. BiatiDotlons; In must cases wj- distinction i/ . 

made for suicide, or, at least, xn general none is recftrdefi, 

Thus asaong tho Thonga the rites are the same, though i f  ' ' - 

the loan hanged himself the tree is cut dosn lest otters 

follow EUit.“ : '

Ihe bodies of criminals, executed at the . 

chief's orders, would profeaoly be tJiroiu anay or left for - 

trild beasts to devour, anc, %azz> is in fact recorded of .the: 

Zulu? A case is reported among the Baca of the Sraasksi ■ 

where an adulteress was put to death end left for thee .. 

vultures ana aogs »4  (xh— generally adultery can tie con*?,- . 

pounded by the man peying a fine* nothing is done to the .. 

r/oman). - .

But Tazards1 bodies, as guoteo. in. the. . 

section on disease, would be smuiarily ffispossfl- of. 'Where /. 

Thonga. wizards were killed t*« was by impaling or drqsniagj'f-<35 

and probably there was no burial.. She Hatabele leave 

bodies for lysnwi «nd oild doesj5  B. Ow amwlson desdrilM*. 

a galu mas ®ho was smelt out as being snot ynd^ieft in the . 

"rolf-infeeted part of tue count!y'J7 flryant says ilmt a 

Zulu wUai-d woe tilled I*-laving jointed slides t h M t  . ^ _ 

up M s  amis to different directions, and Dun left to die. 

Uhere a Gaika mtoh is Killed he or «a» »ay He strangled, • . 

clubbed to death, or oast over s preoipioo, the 

battty, I suggest, being l . «  • » . «  if  * 1 1 , !&cd<«14

: . ■ ■-'! - irSicates/.**;': . .



indicates that when wizards were killed their bofiea 

were left in the bush.*1’

The •wifie-'.epi'ead belief in. s. fora of 
continued existence after death indicates that it arises 
in response to some deep-seated emotional need of man, 
either as an individual or as!a member of society. It- , 
is far more than an intellectual belief, as Tylor's theory 
of animism would Bake o$t. - What then aiss these needs? - 

' in the first place, there is in all 
men. an intense sill to Live. Schopenhauer has widttsfe 
very bitterly about the -wild alarm, anxiety end terror. . 
which are shown by all living organisms wheji life is _ . . 
threatened} &ts3 man, no fatter how miserable, his lot, * 
struggles against the approach of death. The fact that- 
even vfiben a is oppressed by the hopelessness of hie . .. 
life yet he will not give it up, proves that thane is.
•tMc "will to live". What is its reaction in the face. , 

of dearth “The will to believe becomes irresistible", - 

says W a l l i s . T h e  participant lit the game of life.sees 

no definite completion of it* no last move beyond which- - 

there is nothing. He never has to come xo an impasse 

and his hope *1 U  hurdle death itsexf". xhe conception . 

that man is utterly extinguished by dea.uh *.» the product . 

of sophisticated philosophy, and even Samlet feared that . 

there might be something after death*

"Man’s hope will hurdle oeath itself*.

When Keats wrote,

"«h«n X have fears that 1  say cease to be 
‘ Be££re ny pen has gleaned my teaming brai 

bicfli-titlad books in Charset* ry 
l o l f  liie^ull garners the full-ripened 

grainuj

he stopped efcort, for most peoples think that in the ,

i “ "on. . •. ’ . ' •
o wo-r-t-ie : siD; “similarities in Cu&tare0 , AsasrlcaB.

* Stoo p olo^st , V0I.XC*, (1917), 7.



after-life he could have finished bis work. The doubt 

msy be there; .an old Sut<j, sick to fieatb, once Said, - 

“Will tie world go on without me, 'Baas?" • And man, generally 

feeling that It cannot, replies, ”Ho, it will not". He 

will return to hie old haunto of pleasure, he w iH  live on .. 

a liappiei* life than before, so man'Vin himeilt feela that . 

he most be immoJrtal. But vfloat of that? I , dying, ipay ■ . ■ 

tnink 1  wi 1 continue to exist, but how does t&at affect • . • 

those I  leave behind me? Jf thej  ̂say,^"Ee paeeea. out. of 

existence? hie bofly decays and nothing is left*’, they, will,.- 

be denying their own strivings for immortality. It  s. 

aants father dies and becomes as nothing, so 'Will tjie eon : 

pass out of existence when he dies. • : . . < ...

The ritpg of burial and the beli&fs 

aa after-life and communion between liviag and dead eabQsiy,,.. 

"a live faith. in. the imffiottality of the eofil, the affirm- '- 

ation of the reality of spiritual existence", says ■

Malinowski. When a man is oying his relatives ana .frienas, 

as much as he himself, are brou$»t face to face vrith t'oe. _ 

end, death the mysterious, the ineluctable; either -it is • 

to tear "ail significance out of human life, ’ r else, has . 

to be transformed and given an entirely new meaning* _ __ 

"Upon this conflict and chaos bre,aks the 

Mdraiiig «* » > * «  tTUtlu to. p j : . . ..,..

tturt Seatl is  not as end* that tie « J n kof P8r*o»aXlty

persists; ttat tt 1‘  for tte mrWvoM t o * ® *

to tow * with the departed s ^ r i V .1 X% « » •  . v

«5iaf  y « « m ,  fOT “ s ’ i U  40 U n  tB M  taMXnts^  :..:. 

aeg .«a  - to «■ ** > « “•«* S t t it iw  w r ia , at

w ill  u ™  again. »  ° ° “ f0I'te ® 8 ‘ V>  tl>m»

they see 4M B>  I »  W  « •  horror I . ; ore ttea, ttey «r« . 

ttrort trm  tie  terror t o 'w w  tose/tlat t w y  will still

ta„,» «  = ? « «  *>■ * “* * “ • 5*e*w ”s oi 1,18 ’rif8'*  ^
■ •. - " . . .  se^B/..



T
r

ases flie transience of human hoises and fears t tout re- . 

ligion .can, give comfort in teat crisis* •

''Weep no acre, wofal Shepherds weep no -more-, . - 
For Lycidas y6ur sorrow is not dead'* - .

the belief in immortality ffrfcahtedifies the cemfortiag,

the saving belief ' . 1  .

And Sfian1a oesire for immortality fox’ ■..•• 

hasiaelf and his loved relatives and friaivdsj is battn'essed:/

■ by various facte. In tbe first place, though the andi-̂ : .. . 

vldual bae diea, something of him remains, •j&stfe i&.bis . 

body, changed but still existent. There is more* - his 

social personality, ’’the sura of characteristics by fce 

has an effect upon the social life and th^efore on the • . 

social sentiments o^others" , 2 still survives. 2% is tttis-. . 

survival of the social personality which in Brown’s analysis- 

is tbe basis of the belief in immortality. I. 811311 a&- - .. 

tempt to analyse the concept in psychological terms* 

havo observed, both in inyself end others who have lost. ..., . 

fcslatives, that one is oppressed by a sense of unreality.

On? feels that one is dreaming, that the pa+’  -it facts ,; 

isajst be -ontrae. Tbe reason as not far to sees.: A-. 

sentiment has been built up around the dead person, i*®*i 

m  organised whole of emotions-, instincts and experiences : 

•*ntred in bia. Ke has passed away but the aeat.Bre.ot con­

tinues to exist. 2 o put this ides in axmcrete terms, . - 

I  might compare the sentiment to a  cone balancing oft a 

fulcrum, the person in whom the sentiment centres. ?be . 

nerson dies, - the fulcrum ia swept into sotMngnesB,* > 

Wtet is to happen to the "eone-^ntiment*? - .

Eore is the phychologixral matrix

Justifies the belief in immortality, While the man

« ,  sU ll H ™  « »  SeUti'* ,lt “  ^ -

a . a  W  M s  objsetim. Ho» is it to Us Smti-

t i .4  after M s  9>W*» shia osa 66 * “  W  SW“ ®

W  Ssaff ««n .wtteMI. to M-v. sn QMsofave « K t W y .

« « « • >  W -2 3 6  “"«*■

r '

---------------------------------------------
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op. that at least some part of him .continues to .survive, •--, 

For it is clear that iifi the sentiment is still Justified- 

by some objective entity in whieh.it centres, thisantity . 

must be different from the living person. fine deafi body .­

is different from & living.tody, the dead person froffl a 

living person. £he person in whom the sentiment cejitred ; 

has. undex-gone a profound change; ' he teas imn, ramoSed £p6m-'<, 

the Isnd of the living to the land of the dead.-- - ' v.. ; v 

: ' -The personality of a .deed Btan sur.viveg-iG.. 

associations with M s  several activities, tiie p^cea'Hh^rft-'. 

he lived and worked,the clothes he wore, the Jicplaafifits * : 

and weapons .with which he worked and fougbt. ©tie i s ... • ... 

admirably illustrated in a £u.&sa£e , -

ness', which describes Stephen's feelings after.her 

father's death} ‘'Ana now she kneuthe desolation- 

t,Mnr a, the jo^er to give infinite pain that lies taidSen -, • 

in the little inanimate objects that persaa-t, in  ,s boda, - 

in a well-worn garments in a half-’finished letter,-, in a .

• favourite arffl-chair, . . . -. ...

"She thoughts “They go on .-, they aesa-, j r- 

' nothins St all, and yat they go on1, and thw h^nffiUm  of . 

them « »  anguisl, =«J r *  »»= «■»» ^  ‘a* * ' *® ~

qoaer, tble old ara-ctaii- M S  outlived M b , ai^..oM oialjt*

And fo-llis <B o*«»a “  its *“• 4ept 111 ttS
b u t  »W r« W  * . « « > »  I *  .****>. -*•' 'V # *  . .-< 

the iBsnim f « * «  m m vtoS , Of * « * • •  W H v C . . ,

love it, and ft»d W P * * ' 1 • 0 ,6 < * * * > * *

iB tfet * .  cl»tt to. ">» « “ **««» «■«***« *»» “ »la!“ " 40 ' 
hub, .««•«•. '"aes' B0U”B- IM -r «* d

ta„ t  tt. « U ~

a n « w w .  i .  * - * * -  OTe

„ M o-» v ,y ■ *«— —  rt *  W

w  ae*tr»srea. ■ ■ .. : ..- . . __ ' ...



• The jsrece&ung analjaitzhae ail tm a  ■• 

m  %<inm of individual s s y o h o lo ^ ,^ . inauoftality, - 

trosa tha point of view of the social anthropologist, is . - 

a social concept, gut it must be remembers  ̂that -the : 

saaie proness is going cm in a vast number oi peopj-e.*

ISany eentiaents about tie Seed man continue to exist) . .. 

end at ie what Ray be erroneously tented the file an of . - 

these that siirvivee,^ Erroneously, I  say, because the . :, 

death c«remoiiieB t^-nselvee show that different sup- . .. —' 

vivorsj according to thejj? relationship to tbs deceased-̂ . -. 

are differently treated after the death, Ito’tbaj'aox'Bj •>..-. 

an idlozi who wants a  sacrifice may1 legitimately obtsSn 

it  by sending disease to his eon'a son, but 

considered, in most tribes, in rather bad tastft iS- bs xe&SM' 

to send sickness to bis dau#iter‘s acn, Wbo belongs- ts» •.■• 

another (her husbandry family, Aod this thou^. 4, adit. 

taotirnB M s  maternal grandfather. . Therefore the pe?5esa££ig 

v.hich survives varies from person to jes’son of ibesk., ...;;• 

left behind, though tbere tends to be established a

personality. . . .  v

T0 craniate M>1» BalyaiB  I  <j>>ot8 a  r,'

n t t   ̂ ■ * » * * » ■ • * * * * • ' : ' * * • * # # * . * •  *•;...

grant treaMre t« Uw * <watt «MS> J>* i« « ■  «»*■!

of his Chilton T.SO sms slreaaj- sOTnup to®« bta 

Jy, M s  gentUOTSS, ana M b bravely", : . : .

•rhg ^gpothesie t-’" a - ifc ia trie SpeMX . .. 

personality, « *  s » « i '» »a of S6Bti*m W  catttttai ,

in I  daad Ba«on, rfu*. i* t*« < * • *  «  «

fcalj.f in U M r ta liV , is ’* « »  «*: . .:
A chief is jnouros<l ..

aeatt M ««o a i»8 ««■» « 0 l » 1  « * t w .  

by the *0la to-i», » «*»“" W Ms 6 Wt
, . • . • V hGt/..,>,„.



but inmates, a baby fey its nto-Gier and father, according-- 

to the effect of the individual^ death oa the social 

structure. An exorcist., it. is -Interesting to note, Is ■ 

coumed by the extraordinary group of which he is a

. Finally, the belief an immortality is

supported by visions of the deceased, just as the 1 •,. 

principle that man consists of more than one elementy-!-«£* 

of body and one soul or more, receives confirmation froa - 

dreams} £S£j»ectiesi3 , shadows, etc. 1  This is a ssore OS' - 

less conscious process as opposed ta,the preceding one-, • 

hereby the social personality continues to exist.

• CoaSanued exists ce after death mS2?.v\». v

of paramount interest either to. the jjirit if-self,. or to, 

the survivors, or to both, though the last choice*, as % . 

hsve indicated, is rare. ?roba~plys however, it is sl>- . 

v;ays present in the sense that the' uyii® man-thinks of-']; , 

his future life, the survivors-of how he. will. affect- ., . 

them* but socially ons or other aspect is an^haslsed.,-,- 

Why have the South-Eastern Bantu <&-osen esphasisethe 

interest of tie spirit *\ its desceiuMjrlaT •,. Uhstt .daalaligt. 

Is rooted to tiutr Boernle-. .

has awmn i» 0 manuscript «». Halations tetwesm 

Living and -the Eead among fcbe Bantu of- 3c-;fa Africa’’.2 . i..

V.̂ y hav=- the. South-Eastern 3ant'J iaaU-

tnted on sierarcMcal society of ancestors,..»BBiIo»tiS|!/ 

active interest, accordffle to their statas .h ileallv ., • 

in taeir oeaoenctental Era. V m t U  !«■ * •  f »  ■«“ *  »  . 

all tse Sotttfc t«iean tribes one of Ow  strongest bonia 

individuals together it  descent 1 »  a co-on 

ancestor. US. social organisation is built up, as .

. . - ■ • - shown/;*..* ...... •„

Vide, fylor, B. B ., Jm tbropoW -  
ItBS.j September5 2-933-*. ... .. .



B^own in the third, chapter, largely on tbe bagie^f- : - 

kiaahip, .for members of the same clan tend, to live in • '•• 

tea sane .yillagft or at least close to one another in 

the.same area. The closest bond, naturally, is that • 

between aesribers of tbs same family, i ,e ., between sib- - 

lings and their descendants» the links between these . - - 

people are not broken as tbs years co byj -thougĥ . aiTiea . 

kinship is .pairilioeal and marriage patrilocal, it is. 

inevitable that a number of brothers can more easily ■ • ; .; 

ffiaiirtain contact v;i*h each ether than with their sisters . !-.j: 

who move off in different directions as they marry* . • •■•. 

Moreover, i  heritance is from father to sona> or froa - . 

brother to brother and then to the eldest brother's sons* -. 

and therefore a closer lirifc is established in this line., : .

taany other peoples have a Jdnsbip organisation of this..; 

typw^ end some of these are linked, in their smaller -. ...: 

groupings* by a definite association witSi a-specific area .. 

of land, or through the possession of hei&gods, . .

or badges, £his does »ot sj>ply to any of the smaller . . .  

social groups among the South-Eastern £ant% -though „1>he ... 

-tribe is intimately bound to in la n d . Therefore sanoag 

■She South-Se stem 2arrt,u ti'*'* .<tsk* between, living ?>eopl£. . . 

*re waatetae* by keeping U  wta4 **a*r w * »  ,

descent. This is otarfene and e#sy for **• toc" vida81 - - 

family and even for the group a coamon..

w t  the raaifisf^ms of Unship beoo^

i= » « a *“a t!“  Sr°US W "  ” e4E a 

««ort  M »  owtameaticB of « I>i3» .JJPe «  t o P * » .  M*k* ; 

str nig. It M  » W 1 ™  ttet '01e CW!“ a " * • * * *  b ‘  ■

w »™ w .w « . « » ■ »  »  “ «» e“ “ r fe

,  « * *  of '■ <**»> -l-»al , * * »  .

w * .  « «  « * * *  * >  « “■ r —  “  60 * *

w  « *  o.— txv, « W .  0»-  « »

m  5 , linked/...,



IJ-nxeQ 'bgjfa .conHB6u ancestor drifts apart it forgets its . 

etanmon ancestor wlta its epmmon tiesr sad if at forgets ita 

COToftoii ancestor It tends to drift apart. It is obvious, . 

-Wierefore, that a group will He larger and stronger the 

longer the line of ancestors it can count, the further 

it oan grope .back into the past for its beginnings* . '.. 

J-urthar, since the people are linked together ttsraijsh, l&eir ~ 

ancestors, the dead jdusi not be lost to society, Thê jre— 

present the paat life of the group, the links binding to—. . 

getlier the laving, . The colt of .the ancestors iien givea. - 

li^e t© îfa-e kindred which it would not otherwise .possess. = 

The dead are held on to, ant1, are thought merely to be. . .... -<

anitifetec into another part of society, tie spiritual a&S - . -.- . 

Qnseettp but potent, part of it , and the people, ape-.per- • 

petually concerned with fiaantaintfig s-perpetttal contact. : . 

witL tnis unseen world, . • ■ . . • ■ ■ v.

The Bantu. have taken.) for the. reasons . - - . 

advanced by Mr6 . Hoern2^.f tlie attitude that the afters ..

2ife  of those who have died^ as of importance to the _ ......

' living. Otfcer societiesLsay that it is imports to tfce 

dead « i  i »  « « > » » < » . *  terrestrial 'lift : •

is regarded as a preparation « *  « *  B f .  « »  * ® '  f 

It is merely a different emphasis on the fact of immortal­

ity. a m  asn turn .< ** * »  « * ” * •  * *

working for and around his descendants, m itsd  o n * .  « * » > ; ,  

M s  r t n  to live, to i v m e  death is satisfied-, V f f .i t  

^  re.ls t a i  ,■ «• *  '»  la^  ’ 18
tier, »  strivings for. « P » » S h s » i l it »  aaat ,hs

siti-iod “ d « •  te ,  , . •

rls-OTly rilttWffi . . . . . . .  -. .;

W  r n g r Z t l S  K i f e T i l o r E ,
. ®.srs_ottier g g W j r  lie isves, . ,■ .

Jitr.. Kg-J « > •? s s  ieiek of w  ard l « e .
, Sr. the,bl«St all saints above, •

. .. .. xn iJl? la tbeir slar/rova, .........
m r  fMB M S  «y“ ».



Feasibly, too, as I  sug^esteS above, a Bestiu tri'besffian ' 

facing death believes tie will live on for evgr, though h£(S - 

f&rtbsr Sseceneantg- will forget kl® when a few-generatioas . 

bave jJassefij it, is certainly curious tbat roast rac&eSft. 

spiritualist conversations1  uesl with the-'fate of those-; .' 

at tbs seance (those living, of course) t or tbe contact . ..: 

of the spirits rdtiv ssrt’̂ , end very .little, d^sjite ttm; : 

theory of seven dimertsions, *ith tbe .\lfe of the spifits -'-. 

tbefcssSlvea. And then, it seeaa to ae> it is oniyb5> - - ' 

forcing a polite interest that paople aefc qufeatiui  ̂%ioSv.:: 

that life, to get tbe seffie ans’ser as tbe Bantu triBasnsa ■;■ ••■-• 

give - a world sore ov less like oar own. 

lifes the »Bntu ancestor-calt, esapbaeifies tbs eo?uleeiiajSi; 

of the spirits i/ith tbe living-,, each of-as 

thre^ 1 guides" boveriog arouse him, snd one of tbete aiajf.S®. .̂: 

though this ie unusual, a relative. It is- t&ey,. boa'evsr'̂ ;- 

Tslid can put us into c6imnjpication.-td.th <wr o'ttiL f>eopli; Wb<>. .'■• 

bave «pecsd4 over". In our society there is -iiO nacBefiit'y ’ 

for tbe ir^iviCueA1 s guides to be M s  axioeator3 ,  .foi> T/e‘. ' 

So not attempt to naintain 'Kioabip gra^e besots tbe" . , ,-V 

fasaily as important social groups* ; .. . ■•

Blit iraortality cannot suite condensate-, 

for de&tl!. A Viking v* 0  is to £o to VsHt&m ■

sn# other 1-rave israrriors will fi£bt all &87, W  

to -asarreciefi; * «  He will censaas ia*&#tatibS* .togj&i.- 

of .»*> U X  « U «  »«■ *. mvertBelMB-aWWStes M

k»sp tie M IS  ok Ilfs. B »  * » • « * »  ' *  M e .. •

talo of M  md « *  fOrt l w t t  » “ »  « • * • • *  '

of aw o . as *  ac t  a g  tie i » »  * w l »  f » .

tocny -twivsl. H M ®  S3 ■“*  of tM  a r M f'  “

« p ~  < *.*• «*«>. * »  »  * « ? * » * • ! »  *»
- . -■■-•  - ■ ■ sao/*i.». ....

. t.ne Poets'1 at«l
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isme&aate cause is very aiinuts,. as the eating of a= s$yle, 

a tire's oiaslag, a chameleon's eaticg: berries.’1' Pop . 

death is a SiiOCk to the ®go ivi.ich wishes to livs on-iiiid 

s shock to the sentiments of the aeEDsra- o£ the society. 3  

ihe deed man is changed, sad horribly changed} the 3enti- . 

merefcs-'&re attacked end mst accessaapdate theapelves to a • 

new stfttfc .of things, - a Reeling of aysphoria must .rssftijfc.- 

Une of the-ibos4'iaportant values for society is the inditd - 

dual, and it icust react in the fiace of his fleatractlott. -•- ' 

Ihis reaction is socially determined. 11 Jar the society”, . 

Sadclxffe Brown begins his brilliant analysis the es-ciai 

■function of death ceremoniesf "a- death is the lass of one. . 

of its mashers, one of its constituent parts. . A. person. ;..._ 

0dcu3M.es a definite position. i»  society, has. a. certain- • 

shatd in the social life, is one of the rapports of the ,, . 

net-̂ rork of social relations. Eis death- constitutes - a v. . 

partial destruction of the social cohesion, the normal . 

social li|e is disorganised* the social equilibrium ip . 

disturbed. After the death.tie society has to- organise; r  

itself anew and reach a new condition of equilibrium . . . . .  

we assy translate the above, statement into tews of-personal , 

feeling h;- saying that the,death removes a person who was. .. 

the objeot of *»* m u * * * . * . * * * . , . . .

part of oilers a t  is taos-* nirert off«J»se . .

sentinients art the survivors* . . . . . .

“Shough '■?'ie dead man. has .ceased to exist 

as a * * * r  of society, .it i» clear tiat-H. has by M  * « # » ,

cased to irdaueme U »  » « * • » .  “  \

b,e o «  a »  » « ■ «  *t ln“ * e s* 1“ fttL * * * . :
• • . • • social/..... . .

T— r a s n s n s < 5 5 r s s r a s » r 5 > ® . .  » •*- * .

..footnote Sr̂ iffl-i- op.cit.-,. pp.2S5 saq-.

- 1W . < * £ * - . »  *

' a. toc,ctt., P .2S5* > .." . . .  ■■■



•men. ss.tfca fsac&t_o$ gseiieanc© of evdj., s M  usually.tfee .. 

iameaiate caxtss is v«n>y siinutsj 9,3 tae- eating of ss a??2.e*

death is a s1<ock to the ago w.ieb wishes to live _oa &£d

The deed aan is ebangso, aaS Jiai-rifcljr fbnugsa, -the seaii* . 

meats &y® a.tt6,cl£efi- and mast aaeasBRoibiate iassoseives to -„. 

maw stats of tkinga, - a feeling' of dysphoria mat;•Jt^iw*. 

One of the most ioportimt values for society is the J.ndlut^. 

cual, S126 it must reset in 'the gace of M e  ct-atEtxefcioa*-,."̂ -. 

This rf£cticn is socially oaterninM,.. Vor i*'.-. e4eiety“, 

Eadeliffe Brown begins his brilliant analysis ths.a^^sl . 

function of-death ceremonies) "a death is the *oss ef-.ep̂  . 

of its members, one of its cajastiiwast parts* A  gejsacaU 

odcupies a definite position‘.la society* has.a eertgia->-|.... 

ph^e in the social life* is oas «£ tl.e. sasports of.tfie .<-. 

net-work of social relatidaft-. His death constitutes » • ■ 

partial destruction of the social cohesion* the nonnsal v> 

Gocisl li|e is disorganised, tbe social e^uiliti'ims is .  ̂

disturbed. After- the death the society has to organise 

itself anew said vezdix *. new condition c-f eguilit»riu&

m  aay translate tbe «bsn. statement into terns of .personal

seatisente in sa lvors . • • ,

l"2hough the dead o®n M b  ceasei to exist

a shock to the sentiments of the aesfcers of the society,2 .

feeling ty saying that tbs feetb removes a person

tb» ofcjert of feeling of j e t t o n  attachment o r ,the,

5apt of others and is thus a direct off sac® Affunet ^ «se

society, it is clear ‘tttft ha * 3 3  by no- jnease 

* » ,  BteiM&y MBtaW'he-ltto,

^  ttf 4»u»ce.s«.’tofta emotions." The •• ...

SOCiftl/.

3 . Loe.cit,', p,28a«



Social personality changed; the sentiment of- lovs,etc», 

becogies sii i.'sblvaleirt sentiment,^ of lifech tbo major con- • 

stituents are the affectiaoata feelings tV-i still, centre - 

to thft dead man afid the horror aroused by his de&tti ai3 

the fear vAich. M e  death, the result of some anti-social . 

fate®, brings with it, for death Is conta^Lousj the ^ ■■ 

brothers of Manyibaae wept, ,ftfou have goes first, vie 

shall follow, after ~rau, "because there is an attraction ia 

’J’-Mtth." Whsft 5J2le the antl-socisl^i'oJ'ce is- ■ .

yc+‘-trttA< ,DOTf &&.•.. vai- corpse ffiost be buried £$|*t3±d3 '

■ ufciv 2 aat*, fii sUvjt* is an attack on they^ocxalt ■=...

as; -‘6 a*slr\“». thg basis of sooietyjfitsel^w^

■f£a t, . gyCilf! IfUSt Qtfgaî iSS 3*JSelf agSOESt SAtA^Ki
.. ]l i ..

ttiff-*1^ 'ttfsAi be(istrf^litins^. . , J • - •■•••. d *

'■ 'Jbe deatlt c e r 1''-.r4.es of ^.- S^th- Saeteru = c 

-Khen.. briefly, 't^s-a of the* Aaaaj^ese^a . 

reaction against tbsjjiit'-ack on tjM*. oollefftsye ;
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seaWmeats srs re-oris>nt«.ted to reoogri,se that be ?Ah> . 

alive is roar dead, Iftr&g-.sr-other life. ' .

*fcc ariblvslept eaotionG roused by the . 

death. ax-2 egpre&sed in the disposal of the tied’/ .  £ao 

horror an? los’/.acf dseHb distate that it cEsrries male- - 

dietinn, eoax^ssiiiatien and dcvngerj the corpse is ijms6XcAs<- 

ly 'Ssif̂ c-Sj for .it is the eyttbol, of the attacfc on. the. social - 

g^ouj! «nc sentiments. It must, he thrust out of society,.-. 

stre.ngsra da net affect the group as they were sot centred ■ ■ 

of. sentiment* “they do not matter--r and need not he Suffisd*..--. •; 

Or perhaps they carry the danger of drought and aatst he .- 

hu^at. - k h&fcy asattera only to . the jsothep who. carried 

it in her womb, and in lessor degree to its father, though 

if a ofiild has died i t soay be taken, to expose other child- s 

ren to <tes$i, as T/here the Zulu woman whose infant.-has^died . 

r-skes the other children of the umzi wash their ban^a with. 

eshes. Tbs Jhonga child is o£ no interest e>?ea to She .... ^  

father till it has been presented to xhe moon, its ree«g- . . . 

nition hy the group; and only it it has attained puberty 

(teen initiated), .M en  srabaMy eonfer* « *  rts« .  * 0  «*- . 

m iA  a M erU io ., M  « »  « * «  « *  JS«S^ .

si-e alreaay Mgwctod as MatOTgo, tMrefore tm 

« .  p ^ a r s i  for'tfeir (M tk  M  “  -:*»« *'5a®>’

a t e "  < W s o  » » > -  “ * * ’»' tTa‘  rf -O T l w s >

. „ e™  Is .  . M t  «se=t«tion  o f s « r  a * * .  * M W  

in eaflitl® «*rto* M  a e  ■8 1 8 ,1 4 8  “ l ' ■

criHa»a. « .  B i w »  t ™ 9  l W i X ’ .

f w  can t» “ r*W ‘ 5”ri°“ay'

to. Brtl-Mciol foroe * * *  « * * «  •  < * * *  56

n ^ a b ly  w * » «  « »  ^  ^  10a8"  to .accommodate , 

; w elt to tt* ! « ,  « *  W  ' a ‘” ' * *

tiotvw. oases
motion** * « .  «-  W ‘ WWSt " *
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of the group, is handled with loving carej it. is cleansed, 

shaved and perfumed- . g *^ a (among the Thonga) a saer&d 

nkanye pixiowj wrapped in blankets or skins, ana placed \ : 

iu a aarefnlly prepared grave which is dug in a spot &oaen 

according to the status of the deceased. The grave is > 

prepared for his lig* after death. There ia wailing aJ;d: . 

Jamentatioti, , Ift-e rorvivors jfeafee a fond farewell of'the - . 

dead (ae the F.ulu *8®ula rite), may eat a last meal ;\ 

with Hitt, kelp Mid on his way with sacrifices and killings. 

(e*g. the Zulu akofljpelskeaela beast)} oeg Mar to be .Idfid • -.. 

to Oiiildrenj he must leave them amicably} and there­

fore the Yranskeiar.. tribes offer special sacrifice#- v 

j.b not spofcer* to them, ifis personal peeeaBsioafe are 

placed ia  or upon the grave, not that he stay use them, as--; 

Eiss Hunter points out for thePcndo, but partly to, ©x- 

press his status (the emotions .of respect and love n&ich, „ . 

■were centred in him) and partly because they are permeated-: 

with the essence of a man who has become a danger-pftini ■

for society Xthe emotion of fear rbused "by the de$th>,-,.; . 

The corpse is still protected, hy stonesf.branat^s, or.the. 

doorway of the trot, and ® y i  .especially i f  tae dfi&dmas .. 

*as  a  Chief, he guarded against visards, for thedead & t v k 

son is  jrtiXL a  member of society and must -be protected, :

against airt-i-social powers, . ..

• But death is also a-source of imparity,

for it  is the
-tne mandfestataon of an anti-aocial force, and .., 

3 etill spells danger to his relatives, *cfco*ai»g.

has^apyenet

on en^rtod

, ^  a n  m  te=s®- * > « ? * » «  41 1  ® tor-

’of otomla* tSoy « 5t a » « l »  J W* a W H  * »
most/i*>•



0081;. valued food of-the ooHssonityj sr** generally,for a 

shorter tint, from all food till a»ey are ritually re- . . 

admitted to tbseating of it . This food is itself} ao- .-■ 

cording to some authorities, ‘unclean’ > "Sut since &oong ths 

Shonga strangers can set of it, though not the relatives, . 

it would seea that it. is the latter ufco are really in a . •. 

state of taboo. The- mourners, and especially those xfno .. . 

were closely related to the deceased, as well as the .. ■ . 

grave-diggers, are cleansed anc. strengthened. The fields .­

hut, umEi and possessions of the deceased are also purified*. 

(JT.B. C”<2 meaning of hlasnba ndgatat is ’cleansing.the ia«/- ....

■ hentence). By vapour-baths, shaving, wearing -flji&cMl ; - 

clothes, taking off ornaments, seclusion, the-relatives - -■.- .--. 

enter on a marginal period in -smith tney are exposed te .... .... 

danger and a source of denser. . After some Says oiMB^nths, •.-. 

-tfeis 9&rio& anas, ?.t.g the psjrt^up 6-JBpilori&  a i^  ex^rgy ■.. 

acc*MUlates to it  is pv.rn-.i ^itk  s&ite TiWwCiiiSE &t.£ ln a . 

titnal tert C »  « »  « • « »  «* »  d d ** i  t1* ”  . » W » »  * “ > *? 

u »  after m o d i 's  S*s«>). •  » R o w an®  are variously

W U n t  into -tia cowunajr,

m tem  m i  rtdomrB, torte *  O T  class. C aw m ias « K  « W  

parforoea to MtprM* «■« of U *  S™»?>

M  this bJ • » « • .  t o e i n g ,a s 3 . t t fm  BBHls.

ur^.vjMle ^  Sosto, ae&or^flg

to Eiss W ,  K U < "  » ? « * “ '  « “  “ > -«■“ '§'! * a'  ,  ;

^iatalj.-  after <*.<*» « »  *Ste« * » - « * * *  •»  * * *  .
■in ttw v «a » . n .  « • »

i t . » « * >  «*■ * « >  * »  * *  * ? « *  »*“ *  ^  * *
" v„ « sacrifice or nrsyer to tfce ancestors,. ;
hut; there may a eRCTlii - " .. . . .

^  vi«aiv ( » . « . ,  ShongalitBaiW&>^.while to ereet the deceased kindly >u ^  . .

« s  «  * * »  -  ™ *  “  ^  ~  “

setting <Mt ^  ■»«*<*. « *  .

m w tratK m ) at «> R ! ,e V .........



first attempt}, ihl&nbo, to initiate tie deceased into the 

society of ancestors is made, and when tae body, the ŝ Jabol 

of terrestrisl existence, has decayed the iton^o is finely 

brought beclc to the incsi by being' invited to join the 

Irving an a saa’-affleatal none of rLich rost leciVe the ..

UlEZl. . • .

i-or; are tfcese ceremonies to be i&S«33>r$.te4 - 

in terns of1 arj thestsy . 1-remcaaous eaotiooal powers sere., •- •• 

in th« first place, generated by death in th« 58yBh.ee. of . ■. 

the sitfmvors snd the flyar." person, and secondly dgath Sseings 

society into close contact v-ith the infinite porters, of .the ;.. .- 

'?orld. Tfcrouofc I'eligious rites and beliefs this.poy*&r is. -. 

transformed sad concentrated is things of social value., ..*be .. 

process working outside of the participants iji.fie trggsifev . 

thsee powers, etKrtietao1  and destructive f are potetttii&iy. 

ambivalent and must be used to social ends. . She pewr 

thf im'inJt® is tornM to social account becue.se the. dead .......

mauAi ,fhe brepcb made tff tt.eee powers an society,; becos®0.. an 

ejicpstrsl spirit, a beiBg on the siae of the living;. his. . 

£wv« is a trystine ?lec« for the cpmmAtr aafr;tb<s ex- . . -  

tamal, sjperaataMl jo»ere. W«aiemori», **« tm /uteSx 

cawed In ft* r»*t«re of t W  S™ap is f ! » »  a positive 

M ss , for % m  «•« *»«• t« t M U m  on « * »  » •»  ..

ity me Wat of those * " » .  ^  ^  . ,

M n W  sorioa.i. « « «  to « U “  < *> & ” * *  H '  

to m.piorta, SO attituae of lope as- opposes to

f t * * - * * * * .  . 

^  of tn, « * » » » ,  ' » *  *S *t l n  S'>Sfe” " ,! ^

ti 1X1  rff-cte o# the' «a«> , a n  ts. process of «ajust»*Bft

J  « « .  of the c u e t *  of — » * « . « ■ « “  « “ *

-T o »  ™a of « *  s® * 04 Qf ” “roil,s *“  t’al”fal

; OMea* . — « « — — so wrt t "  

ls m ,  tt. oMeot.of «*> ?*■  tM t ® .  P W t ,  or, at

« .  « « t ,  ™  Cf°®  r* ' 
M ^ a i t S S ^ M nt. to i g tre in a M M *



cnfl.the tise has apriired-wlwm. h© eaa ‘bs hems'V a " -

source of stmsgtfe, aaa bo ioiiggv-'of -.Kgateessj-Mro.®oeie-iy* \ 

Iflar&ig. the uJeaail* period the taaumsrs, like-the it̂ oaia •• 

initiatesj sre WLtei&e the.coemaity, ana t$Uy ai*s made. : - . 

to realise rts value "to /them as well gts 1£ks 'valtta ©£ the ■ 

foods and Hnts .that beanae^iefcoo, saw. comfort .tbej ttepive 

frosa t&e cereffloaies end the t. pport "£ t&a cooaaijslty.̂ csŝ ss&ii 

emphasises the, seatiaieiitg they Savfe aiyeafiy •,

traditiotywiS -the social groxcp, ao ^he poTsepSj.. pot ■;■

amtivgl-sntj ofthe dysphoria, caused by tjie a t t a c k - : 

social setftiaests &n& the ego, are- transformed .to- ptas±tiV®.';’;-'‘ 

reaction and a socially valuable &ttita&e..-.„ 'EhiS: powetf ifrr.i 

made to co&centr&te in the society^ lte rood, itfe ■oid̂ iS--'

»ai menifcsrs, and the ancestors, > • .Eeatlt irltes «ce. 

religious- of su.1 -x-ites, £©r they soJV^.thS, fuiel ,$£&?., 

give a positive answer * immortality. - . • • -.■ . ■



. It, has been shown at>ove that the Batrtu .

• are almost entirely dependent for their subsistence on %!te . 

produce &£ t-Mir fields. i  great deal of ceremony, there­

fore, iiaturally attaches to hoeculturel activities. afefore 

however, we examine these ceremonies in detail it would
•• •• ' - - ' . "V - •• : •

best to know something of these peopled ideas of . tips - - . 

causes .of growth of crops, etc. , .

These is praotieally.no informatioB-.on 

■the science of vegetative reproduction. TJae oxily ,Sat4  tp?: ; 

my knowledge Is Junod's brief statement that the 

have noticed of the assays trees that some stems «re. asl^-r.; 

some female, "and they carefully preserve some of- 

stems iti order to fecufidate the female ones.} but. /they . .... 

believe that this fecuodaiion/takes place through-the, r.adtB; 

rrf the trees* "1  It is possible. -that theye. sa?e other, el4*- v ; 

milts of a rudimentary theory of plaht reproduction ia, 

this, and other, tribes, tat Hi view of the cimsisteni,.. 

absence of such records X thialt one. is justified pA mr- . •, 

sufflins tliat little of. such a science exists. ■ ginc®

Bantu have net related the growth of crops, to natural.. . 

causes, it is dear that they must ascribe it to super-, . . _

natural causes. , - . . . . . . . .  . •■

I  propose first to examine 7&&ther thssfc

peoples le w  <* « «  * * *  Bit  *

t e i m r a w  W * u » 4 ,  ’* * " «  * * * " *  ™ * isea/ ,tta <

nutloos of » »

the growth, said decs? .

• . * » ' « « * «  «  «**# *■  <*

, «2 .--sjhB Thonga, says Jtinod categorically,

■ ' ■■ ■■ r*dO/*.*.v‘i

end winter, of spring and autum,, 

r of vegetation, tie birth and.death of ..

divine beings.-



''a°  no% beUeve ^  cro^s,*'1  art

there is no information to the opposite effeit- on the.

Sosa or eny of tie Iranekeian trices. only saonr the

ZuUi. has some such ccpceptlon developed, i’he 2ulu

legend of t o  men cane to Use amabele corny would appear

"to show that they learnt its beneficent pyonerties by - 1

mere accident, and that It, ,was,n«i £iven thea. iff-, . . ..

TSilculunfcula, tbs Initiator of alltMngs, CAecorSang to

tnis legetul-a vfosasn. viho "sas jealous or tne rirst* wpmsa.'to

gave hirth to a child, tried to poison. Jiep vfita atsabele,

out. Bhe grew fat instead of dying2). • ; Sot. tfca Stain isav.e ' .

a belief in another divine feeinĝ  r WoraKeOsulwsnaj. the - . :

princess of heaven. Various authors h-ve aowpared her . v ..

to Persephone, Demeter and Ceres, and ceremonies.are.par-• -

foruea to her, pleading far a .good harvest, and,- later,-..,.

in tne season, to driva away the top-grub front theci'ops,.

She does not appear in the harvest or:firs-trfrui-t pit-as* ,

A special section will he devoted to her ceremonies and.

chc.ract̂ -r. • ' ' ’
' 3 •• • ■'

Among tne Zvu.tfj and Natal. trihes and.

fruits to represent the corn. The chief ie alec connected'

■dth the fertility of tile cross. I  lave, suggested im ... 

another shesie that this i« so .m oia the . < M W ,  ■» e°»- 

pared »ith the island, * .*»•■  » • " « •  « “  m U X  .

of t h .  ZulM Io .a  crys^llised  i»  a » t K a « l  s ° » « *  « P « »  

*hereas the attention of the sotho-Chwana w e  oo>»«ntaat.d . 

on th . annual rain ceremony. By association, Bine. th . 

chief leads in ® e  coding hla hody M o w n .  eilOow.d

„ith  rertlUsihS power.5  Ah East Gritjualahd chief •

fertilised/*.

i T ^ S S S 1 —  for

his C0OTV«J •
5. Gluckmann, J52S. cit^  IT ■

- - —  '  “

the Ngonl the chief, dressed.in, grasses, seems at first



fertilised the seed with his senum$ the Zulu and Mgani 
chief's represented the oora}® and parte of dead ciiietfe 
were used in the ceremonies initiating hoeculttiral a6- 
tivities.® But the S&uthern Bantu did Hot go 80 far as 
to believe that on -the chiefs health and strength depend©6. 
their welfare, and he was not Killed when be declined.* ' 

It seems to ms that na Osiris or.AfioniBF .
has risen among theee tribes toeeuage here, as everywhere 
els* in their lives, it is the power of the ancestors 
that counts* X here detailed above how embracing this 
power is. la all sowing ceremonies they are appealed t* 
fop a bountiful harvest they are than&ed at first' . 
fruits harvest if the season has been successful* 
ie largely upon the good- or ill-will of the ancestors . 
that the harvest depends, and as they are pleased or dis^ ; 
pleased it will be plentiful or meagre. The ancestors ' - 
can also control the wizards, who may w » i  on the cs$ps* 
for of the. baloyi tie Thonga, for example, say, they "eai* 
increase or diminish the product of the fi*ld«.*

/mother belief must be mentioned bsre. 
Steyt records . cse In vrvisMBd <«». uen «i>o *e« lack?

« , .i *  , * » « . » .  Jertlli”  “ “  . 

field*,8 and tie Bative Secnonic OomlSsion of 1932 -
r e p o r t s , s p e c i f y i n g  « »  •«*,.»• 0 1 * ” f

tad learn* tetfr Betted. of « * « » »  fro. t*. 

guropeans soa Mu, lad therefore produced tatter crops a m

^ ^ t . o u r . t o o r d e r t l . t t t . ^ o u l o f ^ ^ n W "

*hioi> >ad «  t o  «  diatribe* for * >  »<*•

. w — ’-

- T Z T S S r r S Z Z S X & Z i Z s a : . ... .

Vide supra*
Vide i ^ 8* ^  cita, w M *



individual Tower ana personal success amfcfog for
larger crops, of a p&euliar “soul of fca«Bfindryrt. »M* 
belief is individual might probably exists among the zaiu- 
Xosa .

The Santo also believe that a number of 
medicines posseas fertilising powers, and these are us ad 
in magical ceremonies to strengthen and increase tie crops.

All these beliefs are expressed coo- 
cretely in ceremonies.^

raere is a certain disagreement is the - 
records on the South-Eastern Bantu aa to ’Bhetber or not 
they have sowing ceremonies. The Thongs, says Jttnod,: - 
categorically have no special ceremonies at tie clearance 
of ground for cultivation; at a certain season the Bosga 
woman just picks up her hoa and sarctes off to the fields.® 
And far to the south, in the Transkei, aecopdjag to Mac­
donald, "there are no special ceremonies connected with 
sowing, ploughing or harvesting"*^ But Miss Earthy, 
writing on the Lange and Chopi, to the east of the Thonga, 
{these tribes are really outside the South-Eastern Bantu 
area) says that "a great many of their agricultural; works 
and rites are the t'mt »= thee of the BSrhongai»4 yet 

sh, g i « »  MOW rite. Csp,19t-197) before the first fruits 

rites, tbe only one recorded by JUnoS. It wntLd be 

interest,ing to too. abetter she has obssrved tb.se other 

rites of tbe Ihonga herself, though JunoS, co-ewtaJS 0= 

the first, fruits rites, doe. . p *  of tbe elder. « U « ,  

precedence when the seed. sr« »<*“ •

Macdonald's /.....

IT" Vide MaiinowstET nBaloma" articj-e, op.cit. j
! .  viae pp>31 &

1: O p U i C  ^ - ^ S ’tefon’some Agricultural Hitgs4. JMftby, vieSgi «nd“ »B>opi ffortuigee » “*
<1923-6 > ? -a 5 -

5 . flp.oit., Tel.1 >



Macdonald's denial of the existence of 
sowing ceremonies in tbe Xraasksi is contradicted by iii- 
formation I obtained froa a Gaifca who stated that the 
infliiTwa used to assenible aft Sandil.i*3 x8s®i and plough 
bis field's. The seed was also doctoreil. We have seen 
that Aston Key reported that an Bast S&iquais&d chief 
fertilised tbe seed with Ixis sessea, find Sega also eecofds 
that tbe crops were doctored by tbe Xosa*1 Here, Iwwevefj 
only fielis giving poor crops were treated. Soga only 
details the medicines used] be does not describe the 
ceremonies,, The best descriptions have of tbeee are- 
on tbe Zulu and Katai tribes> sad it is tbeee descriptions 
that X shall use for the purpose cf zqjr analysis.

Tbus Lugg says2 of the Natal and Zulu- 
tj-'̂ es that tbe two aost important boecultural - 

ceremonies ai?e those &t the tisses of sowing and. gathering 
of the harvest. In all^these ceremoBi.es certain sacred 
article, are need, union the chief keep* secreted in tie 

ensano of hle indl«nKul« (i.e. tie tact of his great *nt,, 

A ere the ancestral spirit, more particularly am ll).

The sacred articles include the ancestral assegaai, hoe, .

Heart* stones, sleeping »*. » “ * « ■  flre 6tl0“ ' 
pot *k«*>, earttemsre pots, tool, atict, etc., »  
m sg trile. a ,  iakata yo xlsi, or sacreS grass coil, 
s e i s i n g  t r i W  onitr. The U t t f  containa so» of 
th. "essence" of the chief and «.l»er= of the tribe, is 
f„r the ceremonies t h e s e s ,  their centra! feature "con,

aiats in an SP“ “ S’
, * , 1,  «  the for. of P ^ e r  or tie prater he —

panied W  sacrificial offerings. ---



of the bo**, 
by a special injranga,

"The Eoat powerful spirits are those 
of departed chiefs, and it is to the ses through the 
of the living chief, that the tribe appeals*'. They are 
referred to by their izibongo, or praise songs, Under** 
lying all tiieae observances, writes Lugg, “there is the 
belief that the ancestral spirits wield a tramendoue. ' ...
power in regulating the forces of -oa*yr« either for the 
good or ill of the society. Food paiag the msJnB'tstf of- fj 
the people, it is imperative that the nations fi&L <’■'
should be free from any taint Xdaely to be injuridojs to 
its well-being, and that the chief around whoa radiate 
the spirits of his ancestors Bhoold be strengthened and 
protected from evil Influences. He Should not only tie . 
invulnerable, but should be capable of punishing all who 
may T>e working against him or the interests of the coraffiiaity. 
To do +:Ma he mist have- brave and fearless soldiers, arid 
iience we find a military side to the celebrations. ‘ ,
Finally, the chief oust be assured of a bounteous and 
healthy harvest. TTd member of the <iribe, therefore, may . 
partake of the new season’s crops without first partici­
pating in the .treBfStbaniiig aw> PtoifirtHg o.re*mies as- . 
sociated witb the First gruite careiaonies. i

"The main functions of the First Fruits 
C e r w o w  tt*refo», « »  «  .tWBStteatoe
of the oMef, <i» « w  streoette.iiiis “*4
(lii) the * * * * * *  •* »■«»>««•« “ *  « • “

I have, at this stage, quoted'Ifflgg in

tax, o ^ io w W , * * “ *  ^  *  1316
first l»i«. « « — «  ** tS “ *

’ m e first agricultural oeremony jjerforma

, s a .  » « ■ —  * * * * *  ■'
Tie ti»e for « s  jertormsoe *as aetemima

skilled in such matters, who duly
advised/....



1

advised th* king. Jt was apparently essential to get 
in before all other chiefs and •the Icing* e siea Sad to 
steal, ana tiring in secretly, a fierce black, ball and 
some soil (igade)1 from another tribe, generally the 
Swazi. (tee or two -regiments of youths trere -then stas- 
moned to the king's kraal. They carried no weapons, 
and the hall was sacrificed fay having its neek twisted.
The flesh was roasted on a special fire and only consumed 
by y'juths under tfte age of pubaiiar. All the remains 
were carefully ei&Sected and burst os secreted by the 
inyanga.

The ffing was specially treated with 
powerful "black medicines'* - Haiti emnyama - and then 
partook of a ooncoctioii prepared by the iayanga and 
roasted on a sacred potsherd (ndengezi) and oiS -the sacred 
hoe. The King sacked 1k? iaitl-sff hie finger, a process 
1mown as utomcinda. Apparently (Lugg*e sentence order 
is confusing) Before IK. Sing 314 ^  '«■# rf 

and ee»-mter w re  pat to the soncoctttn. A special 

song, "Tbs King has eaten the igaae", was sung. The 

grain to t» plmtei ana ti» King's fields worn i s o  treated, 

this Doing the »agicsl « «  «  tk. " M a t ,  W t  Lugg ; 

could not give any oetails-
«This was the occasion", he concludes,

plant a .  Ei»g>» » *  «"«* 18 ~
^  OT ' « *  « * *  of « » W .  *» *>“>* " “ l- 

vation of the * « .*> * . «"*■  ** P " * “ 'S*d * “ ’>

by the peof»le 
formation

> first hand in-

of the cereaonyi

whole, -but I bave s
the subject".

B  order to understand the functioning 
„  need to look at It in relation to the 

background/.... ,

<**,«■ «> ^  BOtl f i  

surromdine own*****



ff background of the people's Hfe. Bryant says of U a  
Zulu# (19Cf7) that "In perhaps elj&t families oat of ten 
there is a normal annual recurrence of severe dearth, 
throughout tie spring or early summer souths of AOguet. 
Spetomoer, October, ano even later. Daring the whole 
of this period, members of all sucn. families, children 
as well as adults, nave usually to be content with but 
one full meal a day.” One cannot help feeling that 
Bryant is rather exaggerating the vapid way in which the 
Zulus dispose of tiie harvest, but nevertheless it is 
understandable that as sowing time draws near tee people 
begin eagerly to anticipate the plenty of harvest. Bat _ 
berore that plenty can be attained a period of -vigorous 
back-breaKing labour oust be faced. "As an economic ac­
tivity” , writes Dr. Richards, "agricultural work is more 
continuous and exacting than any other^type of food pro- 
frietioT̂ n these tribes......The qualities aesande^ for
this work are patience and endurance through long, and 
apparentljjunintereeting, tasks." And ever all t&is 
work there hangs the threat of erop-failure. Ooviousiy, 
a large amount of pcwe? - ieer, veimfrt anticipation, et*.- 
was generated on this setting:, and this cerenonr used that 
power to stabilise and strengthen sosial sentiments, and 
settled the people's doabt. Han aust approach his asfiuouB 
activities mti, « a l - ,  conria«n* ti>,t fie 111 t r i w * .

He s a t  fee* certain that tie crops *111 «rm. tm  

Unctions of the uk»*rf igeja ™ rge » ° »  »it»at»o». 

and eo». cf the-, though odiously religious, ere

inherent in a religion. cere-coy.

The first function of these ceremonies 

j the one given last hy Lugg
ttat I  shall examine is 1

“the/..

' ~  w r;~c , op.cit., section 23.
1 . C*te& S.B.Cj, ov* »
2. Qi.cit., P-98*



"the aeeuaance of a ssRctified and bountiful hatt^et”*

The priaary caceseity is, of course, that the crops 
be planted at the rigst time, and, as has been quoted, the 
utaajfot' ige^a was carried out under the direction, of an 
inyanga "who was speci&Hy skilled is such matters....,He 
was guided, no doubt, "say© Lugg, “by seasonal conditions**. 

"The inyanga would send word to the king, warning him . 
tbat the time for pla&ting had arrived, and of the danger 
incusred in aeley lest some rival chief should begin to . 
plant before M a . 1̂  I have tried elsewhere to show that 
in all the Southern Bantu tribes tbe hoeing of a special 
field for the chief serves this Steel,2 though doubtleeB, - 
as among the Thonga, the people would plant at the correct 
time on separate recognisances of season. This cerompsy 
creates a valuable double check. ,

The people Bust also feel tiiat their 

efforts will be successful, that tbe unseen supernatural 

powers are working for them* This function of tbe •

ceremonies is shown in the appeal to tie. ancestors .aad 4&e. 

sacrifice of the bull, obtained with great difficulty, to 

them. This is rather curious. Tbe chief's powerful w~ 

eestors ar» appeals* to, rad th« b«»p«S regalia m i i4

no reason for this; 

is a symbol of the :

plements are used, £»t not,

obtain the amatongo1 a 

steal the virtue of tJ

o-e used, fat not, as is usual, one of the sacred 

■ M .», J«B> imfortiamttD-, glfas

for this? I  caJ1 onl!f euee€et tk« efferiag 

,1 of tie rtslts that tBe suppliants »ill ran to 

, „ , w ' s  favour, or K  «=y f« “ > “t***4 * •

virtue of tj»lr mi&lx"™' a»ea»tora.

But tt« snoMtors not only grant power

oeraoni-. als°  *
■ntU work ttat i* to U* to pKffltr, * *  »°t

it. The people, eagerin -these ceremoniesi
to Begin u » «

proceed/.

. -.. ■ + _ a* "d .361.
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