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Judaism r e s p e c t iv e ly J  After i n i t i a l l y  accepting Judaism without 
circumcision under Ananias, a merchant of the Dispersion, King 
Izateswas persuaded to accept circumcision by a Pa les t in ian  Jew 
cal led EVazar,  who argued tha t  the king not only had to read the 
Law but to observe i t ,  including circumcision and the c u l t i c  r e ­
quirements.

So too, in Rabbinic Judaism, a d i s t in c t io n  was made between
2pdy 70a " true proselytes"  and a t w i n a  non-Jew whu merely kept

the seven Moachic commandments. Among the aiznii 7 0A were reckoned
the 07ry 7no7 -  cpcBoduevoL xdv 6 g6v -  Qod-fearers, which la ter  in
f ree  t rans la t io n  and b e t t e r  Greek became ae06uevoL tov 6eov. Now
i t  is  important to note th a t  Talmudic Judaism with i t s  roots in
the Pales t in ian t r a d i t io n  would only recognise 7-ia - t rue
proselytes .  Such persons were no longer Gentiles but would be
regarded as I s r a e l i t e s  in every r e sp ec t .3 Any person not accepting
fu l l  conversion twelve months a f t e r  becoming a owtn -u would rever t

a
to the s ta tus  of a > n  - a Gentile.

A careful reading of Acts reveals  t h a t  in i t s  a t t i t u d e  to osGduevoL 
t6v es6v, the primitive Pa les t in ian  church also d if fe red  from the 
synagogues of H ellen istic  Judaism on which Paul based his missionary 
s t ra tegy .  According to the Jewish Christ ians of Pa les t ine ,  the 
only non-Jew to have a pa r t  in the sa lvat ion wrought by Jesus ,  was 
one who had become a proselyte  through circumcision and observance 
of the Torah. This attitude may be seen in the charge which was 
brought against  Peter  in Acts Xi:3, because of his acceptance of

1. Jos. Ant. 20:i n 3-4*
2. See the 13th Beraka in both the Babylonian and Pales t in ian

recensions of niwy nainw (Shemoneh cEsreb) in E. SchUrer,
The History of the Jewish People in the Age of Jesus C hr is t , 
Revised ed. Edinburgh: Clark, 1979, Vol. 2, pp. 456-461.

3. Yeb. 47b: unnnn teb  K i n  iwitipn. M. Hengel, Judaism and
Hellenism, London: SCM, 1974, Vol. 2, p. 204.

4. See The Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol. X, pp. 220-224; Encyclo­
paedia Judaica, Vol. 13, Col, 1183ff.
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the Roman Centurion Cornelius, who was a qx^otiuevog t 6 v  0e6v>J 
Involuntar i ly ,  " their"  missionaries preached only to refugees - Greek 
speaking Jews - 'lou&xtoi - according to Acts x i :19. In the following 
verse there  is the t a n ta l i s in g  remark about men from Cyprus and Gyrene 
preaching Jesus to Greeks - "EAAtives - as well.  A most in te re s t ing  
explanation of th is  remark i s  given by W. Michael i s , ^  who argues th a t  
i t  represents  a second stage in the development of the Christ ian Mission 
directed to Gentiles ,  which up to th a t  stage included circumcision as 
a requirement for becoming a Christ ian. He even goes as f a r  as to say

q
th a t  a t  f i r s t  Barnabas and Paul preached circumcision, I t  was only 
in the  course of the  F i r s t  Missionary Journey t h a t  a new approach, 
which discarded the  need fo r  circumcision, was a d o p t e d a n d  afterwards 
introduced into the  church a t  Antioch, There the problem rea l ly  came 
to a head and Peter was in the thick of i t .  He had arrived from Je r ­
usalem and, as was normal fo r  Christ ian Jews in Antioch, he "ate with 
the Gentiles", meaning uncircumcised Gentile  Chris t ians.  But with 
the a r r iva l  of "ce r ta in  men from James", he withdrew from these Gentile  
Chris t ians.  Dom Gregory Dix has given a thought-provoking explanation 
of the events a t  Antioch when these messengers from James and the 
church a t  Jerusalem arr ived there,^

What the messengers " from James" brought to S, Peter was not an 
ultimatum from a suddenly overwhelming Jewish-Christian fact ion 
of extremists ,  but an urgent warning tha t  the increasing rumours 
of Jewish-Christian f ra te rn i s in g  with uncircumcised Gentiles in 
Antioch and Galatia are now putt ing a l l  the Jewish-Christian 
Churches in Judea in considerable jeopardy from non-Christian 
Jews, In such circumstances S. Peter might well feel bound to 
do a l l  he could to reduce the provocation.

1. Acts x:2»22.

2. "Judaistische Heldenchristen", ZJW 30:83-89, 1931,

3* "Auch Barnabas und Paul us haben zunSehs i die Beschneidu^ 
gepredigt."  Ibid, p* 88,

4. -ee Acts x i i i : 4 6 .  Cf. M. Goguel, Les premiers temps de 
1 ’Eglise , Paris: Delachaux e t  N i e s t l 1949, pp. 79-86.

5. G al,ii:12 .

6. 6. Dix, Jew and Greek. A Study in the Primit ive Church, West­
minster :‘T a c r e 7 T W 5 7 T ^ ^
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Without engaging in the very complicated questions of the re ­
la t ionship  between the accounts in Galatians and Acts,* i t  would 
appear th a t  in Pauls'  meeting with "the p i l l a r s "  a t  Jerusalem in about 
48 AD,, a prac t ica l  d ivis ion of  the work was arranged. Paul fo r  his 
part  rel inquished an organised mission to  those of the circumcision,

p
while the  Jerusalem church renounced the mission amongst the Gentiles . 
Thus according to Galatians i i :7~9 ,  Paul was able to draw a pa ra l le l  
between himself,  with his missionary work amongst the Gentiles , and 
Peter ,  wfth his Jewish mission to  the circumcised,^ Most recently

1. For further discussions of th is  vexed question see

H.D. Betz , G a la t ians , Philadelphi a ;F o r t r e s s , 1979, pp. 81-83.
J . Bligh, Galat ians, London:St. Paul , 1970, pp. 144-193.
P. Bonnard, L ' e p i t r e d e  Saint Paul aux Galates , 2nd ed. CNT IX, 
P a r i s :Delachaux & Niest le ,  T972', pp. 44-487
J . Eckert,  Die u rch r i s t l lche  Verkundigung im S t r e i t  zwischen 
Paul us und seine 'Gegnern hach dem Gal a te rb r i  e fR e g e h sb u rg ' r  
TriMFT'ch Pustet l  I§7lV pp. 163-228,
A.S. Geyser, "Paul, The Apostolic Decree and the Liberals in 
Corinth", S W ta  a&wZtMa, HaarlemtBohn, 1953, pp. 124-138.
G. Howard, Paul :Cr is is  in Galatia,NTSMS 35, Cambridge:CUP,
1979, pp. 20-4^.
M-J. Lagrange, Saint Paul. Epitre aux Galates, 2nd ed. EBib, 
Paris:Gabalda, l?23",'^rX in-LnX riT:-----------
H. Sch l ie r ,  Per Brief  an die Ga la te r , 2nd ed. Meyer,
Gottingen, VanBenhoe^ , pp. 66-77.
J. van Bruggen, "Na Veertien Jaren":De datering van het in 
Gala ten 2 genoemde'''''d verTeg' t ¥   i^mpenlXoirTlWST

2. E„ Earle E l l i s ,  in his descrip t ion of the Circumcision Party 
and the early Chris t ian Mission, suggests tha t  the mission in 
the diaspora had a two-pronged th ru s t  - to r i t u a l l y  s t r i c t  
congregations and less  s t r i c t  Jewish groups which would in ­
clude Gentiles.  See his Prophecy and Hermeneutic, Ttibinaen: 
Mohr, 1978, pp. 116-128.

3. See W. Schmit'nals, Paul and J ames, London; SCM, 1965, pp.
46-48 and G. X i t t e l T ^ i e ^ ’feTTung des Jakobus zu Judentum 
und Heidenchristentum", ZNW 30:145-157, 1931, who a lso  draw 
a t ten t ion  to the dual approach in the early Christ ian Mission.
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R.E. Brown has argued th a t  "during most of the f i r s t  century a 
theological d i s t in c t io n  signaled by 'Jewish C h r i s t ia n i ty '  and 
'Gentile C h r is t ian i ty '  is  imprecise and poorly designated. Rather 
one can discern from the N.T. a t  leas t  four d i f f e r e n t  types of 
Jewish/Gentile C h r i s t ian i ty ,  stemming from the fac t  th a t  Jewish 
Christians of d i f f e ren t  persuasions converted Gentiles who shared 
the respect ive theology of t h e i r  missionaries". A s t r ik in g  analogy 
may be found among Black Christians in Africa who s im ila r ly  r e f le c t  
the theology and prac t ice  of t h e i r  respective missionaries .  While 
such a view is  h e lp fu l , i t  is  s t i l l  not the f ina l  explanation of the 
missionary prac t ice  of the ear ly church as described in Acts. The 
investigat ion i s  fu r the r  complicated by the evidence th a t  neither  
Peter nor Paul appear to have stuck r ig id ly  to the agreement outlined 
in Galatians 11:7-9, Consequently, there  was a ce r ta in  amount of

2overlapping. From Acts xv:7 and hints of a Petbr party in Corinth 
as well as the reference to his wife accompanying him in his missio- 
nary work* i t  may be inferred th a t  Peter did not r e s t r i c t  himself 
solely to preaching to the  circumcised and t h e i r  associa tes  as agreed 
at  Jerusalem according to Gal,11:7-9, Similarly ,  Paul de f in i te ly  
preached to Jews^ and, as might be expected, was always concerned 
about t h e i r  f a i t h . ^

A close scru t iny  of the various missionary endeavours of the 
primitive church suggests th a l  despite  his public a t tack  on Peter 
at Antioch,® Paul acknowledged the pressure which was brought to 
bear upon Peter and the Jerusalem church by the non-' Christ ian 
Jews, This may be seen in the fac t  th a t  Paul circumcised Timothy

1. R.E. Brown, "Not Jewish C hr is t ian i ty  and Gentile Christ ianty
• but Types of Jewish/Gentile C h r i s t i a n i ty " , CBQ 45:74-79, 1983.

2. 1 Cor.1:12, 3. 1 Cor.ix:$.

4. Acts xvii:17;  x v i i i :4 ,1 9 ;  xix:8.

5. Rom.1:16; 11:9,10; Ix-xi .

6. Gal .11:11-21.



"because of the Jews th a t  were in those p laces" ,  ̂ He a lso shaved his 
head and took a vow when he se t  out for  Jerusalem from Cenchreae,^ 
while on his l a s t  v i s i t  to  Jerusalem, he sponsored four men in a r i tu a l  
cleansing in the Temple to counter the accusations which had been made 
against him th a t  he had taught a l l  the Jews among the Gentiles to f o r ­
sake Moses, and not to circumcise t h e i r  ch i ld ren .3 Clearly ,  therefore ,
Paul 's  act ions reveal th a t  the mission to the circumcised was much

*
stronger and widespread throughout the diaspora than i s  c redi t ied  to 
i t  by the general picture of Acts.

In view of th is  preponderance of the mission to the circumcised, 
another in te res t ing  point in the record of Acts becomes far more 
sign ificant. The lo c a l i t i e s  of the addressees in I Peter  i:1 
arc- well represented in the l i s t  of  Acts 11:9-10, which probably 
re f l e c t s  the places evangelised by the Jerusalem mission to the c i r ­
cumcised, under the direction of Peter , James and John.^ It sug­
gests ,  there fore ,  that the  addressees of I Peter had originally  
been evangelised by th a t  mission to the circumcised, so tha t  any 
Gentiles who were converted would have accepted circumcision e i ther  
as proselytes or as Christians in  conformity with the pract ices  of 
the group into  which they were received. This would be a l l  the 
more l ike ly  i f  a large par t  of the Jewish population in those areas 
were descendants of the ten " os t  t r ibes"  of I s r a e l . ^ In their

1. Acts xvi:3, Because Timothy's mother was a Jewess, he would 
automatically be regarded as a Jew in rabbinic law.

2. Acts xv i i i : l t i .

3. Acts xxi:2Q~26. In these  matters Paul 's  behaviour reflects  
the view that a Jew who adopted the Christian f a i th  had to 
remain a prac t is ing Jew, while the Gentiles had to remain 
G m tite  in order th a t  the Jews might be saved once "the 
fu l l  number of the Gentiles" had come in. (Rom.xi:25.)

4. This would also explain why according to Acts xvi:d & 7 the 
Holy S p i r i t  prevented Paul and Timothy from v is it in g  the pro­
vinces of Asia and Bithynia, for  they constitued part  of the 
Jerusalem church's mission f i e ld ,  as did the seven churches in 
Asia referred to  in R ev . i :11, of which only Ephesus and Lao- 
dicea are known from Acts or Paul's l e t t e r s .

5. See A.S. Geyser, "Some Sal ien t  New Testament Passages on the 
Restoration of the Twelve Tribes of I s r a e l " , t 'Apocalypse 
johannique e t  VApocalyptique dans l e  Nouveau Testament",
"BETL LTnV'nuvoh: p T m .
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eschatological fervour , converts to the church from such a background 
would want to be equal in everything to th e i r  d i s t a n t  cousins in the 
Jerusalem church as they eagerly awaited the res to ra t ion  of the 
Kingdom a t  the imminent return of t h e i r  new found Lord and Saviour.^ 
Such a s i tua t ion  would also explain why Paul had been "forbidden 
by the Holy S p i r i t  to speak the word in Asia" and "Bithynia"/  since 
preaching in those areas would have been tantamount to t respass ing 
on Peter ,  James and John's missionary t e r r i to r y .  In view of the 
large Jewish population in th a t  region, i t  would undoubtedly have 
been the prerogative of the Jerusalem church to  persue i t s  mission 
to the circumcised there*

Thus L. Goppelt could describe the address of I Peter as r e ­
f lec t in g  the "horizonta l"  Christ ian existence of the readers in 
con tras t  to  the " v e r t ic a l"  ascr ip t ion  in  the Pauline e p i s t l e s ,  
since i t  refers to the actual geographical s i tu a t io n  of the  readers 
ra ther  than t h e i r  sp i r i tu a l  s t a te .  In his paper to the Association 
Catholique Frangaise pour 1 ' Etude de la  Bible, a t  t h e i r  conference 
a t  Orsay in 1979, E. Cothenet could concur with th is  view and s t a t e  
t h a t  the circumstances of the addressees as described in I Peter ,
"ne represente  pas un beau thSme de sp ir i tu a l i ty ,  mais une dure 
r ea lite  sociologique q u ' i l  faut a f f ron te r  an e s p r i t  de f o i ,  les 
yeux f ix es  sur le  Christ",^

1, See J,  Holdswcrth, "The sufferings in I Peter  and 'Missionary 
Apocalyptic'", am&xz 3:225-232, 1978; W. Fair-
weather. The Background of the E p is t le s ,  Minneapolis:
Klock, 1977T pp:"'M 6T m .

2, Acts xvi:6 ,7 .

3, L. Goppelt, "Prinzipien neutestamentlicher Sozialethik nach 
den 1, Petrusbrief", Mawea feetomeMt wnd Fest­
schrift  0, Cullmann, Zurich: TVZ, 1972, pp. 285-286.

4, E. Cothenet, "Les o r ien ta t ions  ac tue l les  de TexSg&se de
la premiere Lettre de Pierre", FtWes ewr Id Premiere Centre
de P ierre*  C. Parrot, ed. LD 102, Paris: Cerf , 1980, p. 21.
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I
Long ago, F.J.A. Hort argued most convincingly tha t  the sequence 

of Pontus, Galat ia ,  Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia represented the 
most l ike ly  route which the bearer of the l e t t e r  would follow, This 
view has general ly been accepted by successive commentators on I 
Peter. ^ Josephus gives a fascinating  account of precisely  such a 
journey which was undertaken by Herod the Great and Marcus Agrippa, 
Augustus' son-in-law. This probably took place in the spring of 
14 B.C. and reveals a most in tr iguing incident .  More than h a l f  of 
the account is taken up by a description of a deputation of Jews to 
Marcus Agrippa, These Jews lived in the c i t i e s  in that area and 
came to ask for  protection of t h e i r  re l ig ious  freedom so th a t  they 
Could observe the Sabbath and other customs, a request which was 
readily granted. Once again i t  suggests a strong Jewish component 
in the population of those a reas . I f  the t i t l e s  in the address 
refer, to the provinces of  the Roman Empire in the f i r s t  and second 
centuries, the communities addressed are scattered over an enormous 
area covering the whole of  Anatolia between the Taurus range and the 
Black Sea. I f ,  however, these names are used in an ethnic rather 
than a p o lit ica l  sense, the area would be considerably reduced, as 
i t  would exclude those parts of Southern Galatia, which had been 
evangelised by Paul, as well as much of the Western part of Asia 
including Ephesus.* In a recent discussion of the address of I

1. F.J.A. Hort, The First  Epis t le  of St .  Peter 1.1-11.17, 
London: MacMillan, 1 BBBi A dditT bhaT Mote 'T H , pp. lST -184.

2. See E.G. Selwyn, The F i r s t  Epistle of St. Peter, 2nd ed. 
London: MacMi 11 a n T l W , pp. 46-47,T19; XM . f t ib b s  & A.F. 
Wallis, The First Epistle  General of Peter, Leicester :  IVF, 
1953, p.HIRT C. Spicq, les~Wi~tris de Saint Pierre, Paris: 
Gabalda, 1966, p. 12; LI"GoppeTtTPer' Erste "Retrusbrief, 
Meyer Bd 12/1, 8th ed. Qbttingen: Vandenhoeck & Pup'recht, 
1978, pp, 27-28.
The argument is  c r i t i c i z e d  by E. Best, 1 Peter, London: 
Oliphants, 1971, pp. 15-16 and F.W. Bearel The F i r s t  Epis t le  
of Peter, 3rd ed, Oxford: Blackwell, 1970, pp. 41-437

3. Jos. Ant. 16:11:2-3.

4. See E. Best, op. cit* pp. 14-16; A.F. Wallis, op. c i t ,  
pp. 63-64.
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Peter, C,J. Hermer favours the view that the Roman Provincial
names are used and free ly  includes Pauline churches in the route 
he proposes for the bearer of the le tter .^  He suggests that the 
fu ll sequence of provinces enters- by the messenger must have been 
Pontus, Galat ia ,  Cappadocia, Galatia  again, Asia, Bithynia. In his 
viGvV i t  was not necessary for  the t r a v e l l e r  to v i s i t  a l l  the centres 
in each province. I t  would have been enough to v i s i t  one accessible 
town or c i ty  in each province. From there,  other messengers could 
carry back copies of the l e t t e r  to their own local churches in each 
t e r r i to r y .

The population of the area to which the l e t t e r  is  addressed wqs
by no means homogeneous. As part  of  a process of Hellenization,
several migrations took place,  with the resu l t  th a t  different races ,

2
cultures and rel ig ions  had been introduced into Anatolia. Descen­
dants of the "Lost Tribes1' of Israel  would also be amongst them, for 
Josephus recounts how Antiochus the Great r e se t t led  2,000 Jewish 
families from Mesopotamia and Babylon into the Anatolian areas of 
Phrygia and Lydia.^ This i s  most probably the "Arzereth" of 
II fvsdras x i i i  :40, or "Bretz acheret" tnnw yix, as well as the "other 
place" to which Peter went a f t e r  Acts x i i :17 ,  undoubtedly to mis- 
sionize the descendants of  those tribes. The Hellenizing process 
was p a r t i c u la r ly  strong in the coastal c i t i e s  in the provinces of 
Asia, Pontus and Bithynia, while in the remoter areas l ike  Galatia 
and Cappadocia, i t  became more of an Hellenis t ic  veneer over the 
local cu l tu re  and native language.

1. C.J. Hermer» " The Address of I Pe ter" , ExpT 89;:239-243, 
1977.

2. See W,M, Calder, "Asia Minor", /
T.W. Manson, ed. Edinburgh: Clark, 1950, pp. 157-171.

3. See Jos. Ant. 12:i i i :4, Cf. J« Straban, "Antioch", BVAC I ,  
p. 71; W.M. Ramsay, "Antioch", HDB I ,  p. 104; "Antioch 
(P is id )" ,  PW Sup.XI, pp. 49-61; E, Le Camus, "Antioch",
DB I* pp. 674-676.
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Consequently, a strange conglomeration of cu l ts  and re l ig ions  
claimed the devotion of th is  mixed population. Very often the 
names of the d e i t ie s  were changed from region to region, but their  
character remained the same. Each region would boast i t s  own spec­
trum of rel ig ious  a c t iv i ty ,  ranging from the primitive Cappadocian 
moon-goddess, Ma, or the Phrygian Cybele or Artemis, r ig h t  up to 
forms of monotheism associated with A ttis . These re l ig ious  cults  
were so important th a t  even the administrat ion of the provinces was 
based on the “diets*' of  such native re l ig ious  assoc ia t ions .  In 
return for  the recognition the Roman administrat ion gave them, they 
introduced the worship of the Roman Emperor into th e i r  ceremoniesJ

Amidst the welter of cu l t s  and re l ig ions  in each community, 
there would be Jews, worshipping in th e i r  Synagogue and enjoying
special privileges granted to them as a “r e l i g io  l i c i t a "  under the

2 3
Roman ru le .  According to A.M. Ramsay, i t  would be quite  simple
for  Jews to res ide  in one of these c i t i e s  as resident a l i e n s ,  but 
when they acquired c i t izensh ip  some special provision would be 
needed. From the time of the Seleucid kings, the Jews formed one 
of the “ tr ibes"  or cpuAai which made up the c i ty .  Yet there  was 
s t i l l  a great  d i f f i c u l ty  to be overcome. The bond of patr iotism 
between those " t r ibes"  was rea lly  a re l ig ious  bond, and i t  was an 
outrage to the mind of that age tha t  people could be fellow c i t izens  
without sharing in the worship of the c i ty  gods. This d i f f i c u l t y  
was simply trampled under foot by the Seleucid kings, who declared 
the Jews to be c i t izens  and ye t  l e f t  them Free to disregard the 
common c i ty  cultus .  This outrage rankled in the mind of the 
c i t i z e n s ,  so that  time a f t e r  time, whenever a favourable op­
portunity presented i t s e l f ,  they asked th e i r  Greek or Roman 
masters to deprive the Jews of th e i r  c i t izensh ip ,  on the ground

1. See T. Mommsen, The Provinces of the Roman Empire from
Caesar to D ioc le t ian , London: MacMillan, 1909, Vol. I ,  pp. 345ff ,

2. See Philo, Leg, ad Ga i .  245; 281; Josephus, Ant. 14, x:17 &
24; G. KitteTT Das’¥T iinas ia t ische  Judentum in der hellen-
istisch-romischen Z e i t " , TLZ 69:9-20$, 1944.

3. "The Jews in the Graeco-Asiatic C i t i e s " ,  Expositor 5:19-33,1902.
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tha t  fellow c i t izen s  ought to reverence the same gods. As long as 
the ancient notion prevailed tha t  c i t izensh ip  could not be severed 
from the worship of the c i ty  gods, local con f l ic t s  would be in e v i t -  
able. I t  was from such a suspect group th a t  the Christ ian mission 
to the circumcised drew i t s  f i r s t  converts. Hence the addressees 
of I Peter were most l ike ly  a doubly ostracised group in soc ie ty ,  
where they would be regarded with suspicion by ordinary c i t izens  
and Jews a l ike .  They refused to conform to the norms of society 
and they had broken away from the t rad i t io na l  Jewish fa i th .  I t  is  
not su rp r is ing ,  therefore ,  tha t  they were described as ndpoixou xat

3' 4
mpcmSiiyotr^ and urged to become an oCxog n w e u i t X T i u d e  - or oCxog t o oC
© e g o  in order to maintain th e i r  p a r t i cu la r  iden t i ty  in society.

J.H. E l l i o t t  is correc t  in drawing a t ten t ion  to the social 
implications of th is  terminology. He argues very forcefu l ly  th a t  these 
terms " iden t i fy  the addressees as a combination of displaced persons 
who are currently pdr&aMeMtZy ree-wKngr tn fparot&ta, poratkoiU
or etrigMpere tamporartZ# otatttmg or peaetMp *&rowp% fporepidemotj 
the four provinces of Asia Minor".® In his view the address of I 
Peter refers not merely to th e i r  geographical d is loca t ion ,  but ac­
curately  describes the estrangement which th e i r  p o l i t i c a l , l e g a l , 
social and re l ig ious  s ta tus  involved. This is  fu r ther  confirmation 
that the terms in the address are not to be understood exclusively 
in a sp i r i tu a l  or a f igu ra t iv e  sense. Ju s t  l ike Israel  long ago, the 
addressees experienced actual social  and re l ig ious  estrangement. Their 
s i tua t ion  in Asia Minor was no less  real than I s r a e l ' s  a l ien  sojourn in 
Egypt or Babylon. As E l l i o t t  maintains, such an in te rp re ta t ion  is  f a r

1. See Jos. Ant. 12;i i 1;2,

2. See Je r ry  L  Daniel, "Anti-Semitism in the Hellenistic-Roman
Per'od", JRC 98:45-65, 1979.

3. I P e t . i i : l l .  4. I P e t . i i :5 .  5. I Pet.iv:17,

6. See J.H. E l l i o t t ,  A Home for  the Homeless. A Sociological 
Exegesis of I Pet e r ,  ,ttT"S''ituation and s t ra tegy ,  London: ’
SCM, 1982,~p"."...TSl (Hereafter referred to as ffFH.)



more appropriate to the central focus of I Peter which concentrates 
on the readers' in te rac t ion  as Christ ians with the society around 
them, ra ther  than on a theological sp i r i tu a l i z a t io n  of t h e i r  exile  
on earth in the l ig h t  of t h e i r  permanent abode in heavenJ

It  will be most useful, therefore, to view the so c ia l ,  economic
and legal conditions of the addressees from the point of view of their
rdpoLxoc status. In principle the term denotes persons who are d i f -
ferent from the local population in terms of ethnic o r ig in ,  customs,
language and re l ig ion .  Such a d is t in c t io n  meant t h a t  they were

2neither fu l l  c it izen s nor complete strangers (g£voi). According to 
Rostovtzeff, the mdpouwoL formed the economic backbone of the empire. 
"Together with the slaves and a r t i sa n s  of the c it ie s  they constituted 
the working-class of the Roman Empire, the class which, under the 
direction of the c ity  bourgeoisie, produced the goods required by the 
c i t i e s  and by the imperial army, which were the chief consumers."^
In contrast to f u l 1 c i t izen s ,  who could own land, the ndpotHot were 
denied such a r ight and were, therefore, restricted to either working 
on the lands or earning a l iv ing through local crafts , commerce and 
trade. In th is  way th e i r  power and status within the community was 
e ffec t ive ly  curbed. From Broughton's description of the land,A
industry, labour and commerce, the ndpouxoL were mostly involved in 
agriculture  which was the main industry of the whole area. Associated 
with th is  would be the production of foodstuffs and t e x t i l e s  such as 
wool and linen which would in turn lead to the accompanying s k i l l s  of 
dyeing and the manufacture of leather goods and parchments. The 
u t i l i s a t i o n  of other natural resources such as timber, stone, s i l v e r ,

1. As is  found in Hebrews x i : 13-16.

2. See K.L. and MhA, Schmidt* 2DAT V, p. 842.

3. M. Rostovtzeff ,  The.Social and Economic History of the Roman 
Empire , Oxford: a m i H o n T T ^ ,  VoTTTT pp. 345-34o. 
"[Hereafter referred to as SEHRE.)

4. T.R.S. Broughton, "Roman Asia Minor", An Economic Siwvey of 
Ancient Rome» T. Frank, ed. Baltimore; Hopkins, 1938, Vol.
4, pp. 595-695 & 817-881.
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gold, emeralds and iron inevitably led to many other trades such as 
stone cutt ing,  bui lding, metalurgy, glass making, pot tery ,  a r t s  and 
c ra f t s  and the general commerce associated with them. Such occu­
pations would have invoved many of them in the industr ia l  guilds and 
associations of commerce which flourished in Asia Minor. *

When I Peter is read within the context of  such a social  frame­
work, a number of corre la t ive  d e ta i l s  f a l l  into place. The addres­
sees1 ambivalent social  and legal posi t ion as ndpoixoi, is  emphasised 
by the authorls acknowledgement of th e i r  d i s t in c t iv e  socio-re l ig ious   ̂
p o s i t io n ,2, while Simultaneously s t r e s s in g ' t h e i r - c f v t c  responsib i l i ty .  
In 11:18-20 he makes a specif ic  appeal to oCHiTatr lrhouseho1d servants" 
ra ther  than to  SoOAoi, slaves in general . While th is  i s  primarily 
due to the au thor 's  Jewish t r ad i t io n  of reserving SoOAos for  t h e i r  
rela t ionship  to  God,** Broughton5 has a lso  noted tha t  the majority 
of the slaves and freedmen in the inscr ip t ions  from Pergamum 
belonged to  the  domestic servant c la ss ,  many of whom might have 
been well educated and held responsible posi t ions .  In the rural 
areas they would be par t  of the manor or e s ta te  personnel, whereas 
in the  c i t i e s  they would serve chiefly  in households, forming a very 
important element in the ancient econumic organization of "oikos 
management". ® The ins t ruct ion  in I Peter i i : 18-20 was most nrobably

1. See T.R.S. Broughton, op. c i t ,  pp. 841-8 49, who l i s t s  such 
guilds in Asia Minor. See also D. Maggie, Roman Rule in Asia 
Minor to the end of the Third Century a f t e r  C h r i s t , Princeton: 
PUP, 1950; Vol. 2 , 'pp. 1O29-T03Z and index, q.v. "guilds", 
"co l leg ia" ,  "gerousia", "neoi", "Community".

2. 1 P e t ,1:14-19; 11:4-10,11; 1v:2-4.

3, I P e t .11:12,13-17; 111:15-16; 1v:15-l6.

4, For a discussion of this use of SoOAog in I P e t .11:16-20 and 
d a s .1:1, see pp. 83-84 supra.

5. Op. c i t ,  p. 840.

6, See M. Rostovtzeff,  SEHRE Vol. 2, Index q.v. "house economy", 
"House-industry", "home production". For a general descrip­
t io n  of oGx&g management of p re- indus t r ia l  soc ie t ie s  see Max 
Weber, General Economic History ,  ( t rans.  P.M. Knight), London: 
Allen & Unwin, (no date g iven j , pp. 48,58,124-131,146,162.
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addressed to such "household servants" (o Ch t̂xxl) and would have been

a most appropriate reminder of t h e i r  household r e s p o n s ib i l i t i e s .
Moreover, the fac t  t h a t ,  unlike the l e t t e r s  of Paul and the Jerusalem
Catechism, which include references to  slaves and masters, I Peter
only addresses oCxd-cau and omits any reciprocal  exhortation to owners,
appears to confirm the generally in f e r io r  economic and social  posit ion
of the mpoLxot.."* Nevertheless, the admonition to wives of non-
Christ ian husbands not to base t h e i r  married l i f e  on outward adornment.

2
with braiding of  ha ir ,  decorations of gold and fashionable c lo th e s , 
reveals th a t  some of  them may have been more wealthy. They may even 
have been Jewesses who had married t h e i r  ers twhile  employers. More­
over, we must not lose s igh t  of the f ac t  th a t  t h e i r  designation as
eXeudEpoi in 1 Peter i i : 1 6  need not be r e s t r i c t e d  to the Pauline sense

3of  "freed by Christ" ,  but may also r e fe r  to the p o l i t i c a l  s ta tus  of 
some of them as freedmen or " l i b e r t i n i ". ^

1

The "drunkeness, revels  and carousing" which I Peter iV:3 d e c r i e s ,  

were typical of the celebra tions  of indus t r ia l  guilds and associat ions 
and suggests th a t  many of the addressees had been involved in these 
guilds and had taken par t  in the hect ic  celebra tions of the  local 
bacchanalia. Some of them may even have continued such pa r t ic ip a t io n  
as Chris t ians ,  because of  social and c iv ic  pressure.  Yet to  Chris t ­
ians such drunken behaviour should have const i tu ted "lawless ido'latory" 
and "wild profligacy"® from which they were obliged to d isassoc ia te  them­
selves .  such action would inevitably lead to a l iena t ion  from th e i r  
former a s so c ia te s  in the guilds  as well as from th e ir  employers,  and 

could e a s i l y  lead to  a l l  kinds o f  abuse and f a l s e  accusat ions being  

l e v e l l e d  against  them.^ I t  has a l so  been suggested that  such guilds

1.
3.

4.

See p. 85 supra.
Rom.Vi:18; Ga1 .V:1,13.

2. I Pe t . i i i  •• 3,

From the time of Alexander the Great unt i l  the Roman Empire, 
many Jews in the diaspora, including Paul 's  parents ,  had 
been made freedmen. See p, 30, note 2 supra.

5. I P e t . i v : 3 . 6. I Pet. iv:4,15.
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I
and assoc ia t ions ,  including those with Jewish membership, were 
sources of social and p o l i t i c a l  ferment, which could lead to fu r th e r  
complications and s t r i f e  for  Christ ian converts, who adopted a new 
law-abiding stance because of the admonition of I Pet. i i : 13-17. 
Moreover, in times of economic depression or p o l i t i c a l  upheaval, 
they would be the f i r s t  to suffe r .  As "outsiders'® they would be 
viewed with suspicion and th is  would, from time to time, lead to 
harassment of various kinds.

The reason for  such social  unrest  and p o l i t i c a l  ferment was to 
be found in the depressed economic circumstances of the rapoixot 
in Asia Miner a t  the time. According to a theory put forward by 
Samuel D i c k e y ,  ̂ Roman explo i ta t ion  had reduced the posi t ion of the 
tdpoixoi to such a low le v e l , t h a t  the s i tua t ion  was beyond redress 
by ordinary p o l i t i c a l  or economic action. Conditions l ike  th a t  

provoked and "apocalyptic mood" which became an important fac to r  in 
the rapid spread of C h r is t ian i ty ,  i t  is  not su rpr is ing ,  therefore, 
tha t  "when Chr is t ian i ty  entered with i t s  promises of a *new age' of 

righteousness inaugurated by divine power, which included * feeding 
the hungry with good t h in g s ,1* and rexal ting those of low degree,.1 i t

1. See E. SchUrer, Gfisch ich te  des JUdischen Volkes 1m Ze i t a l t e r  
Jesu C h r i s t i , i t T T e c f T e f p z i g : Hinrich, 190T-T971, 2:501-506;  
J-.y'J'-TOS", Cf. S. Applebaum, "The Organization o f  the Jewish 
Communities in the  Diaspora", Beyum JwWoarwm

Teatammtimj S. Safrai & M.Stern eds. Assert: Van Gorcum, 
1974, Sect ion  I ,  Vol. 1,  pp. 476,480-483.

2. See Bo Reieke, "Exkurs liber die Agitation in den Hellenis- 
t i s ch en  Kcr^'^tlonen") Dtakontej Ze&oa
yerbtMdw## dgapexf&ter, UUA V, 1951,
pp. 320-336' MacMullen, Enemies of the Roman Order: Treason,
Unrest and enation in the Empire, Cambridge Mass.Harvard
UP» 1966, pp. 173:T79";"3%l-344, n. 24; C. Spicq, "La place
ou le  rOle des Jeunes dans cer ta ines  communautSs Neotesta- 
mentaires", BB 76:508-527, 1969.

3. S. Dickey, "Some Economic and Social Conditions Affecting the 
Expansion of C hr is t ian i ty" ,  Studies in Early Christianity:
Frank Chamberlin Porter and Benjamin Wiener Bacon FŜ  Shirley 
Jackson Case ed. New York/London: Century, 1928, pp. 393-416.



could not help get a hearing".  ̂ Such an apocalyptic mood is  also
2

ref lected  in I Peter and became very pronounced in l a t e r  Christ ian 
l i t e r a t u r e  from Asia Minor, especial ly  the Apocalypse of John, The 
vision of the black horse bearing a r ide r  with a balance in his hand 
may be regarded as a concrete indicat ion of the d e b i l i t a t in g  economic 
conditions in which the Chris t ian message brought new hope. The cry,  

"A quart o f  wheat for a denarius,  and three quarts of barley for  a 
d e n a r iu s . . , "  ̂ underlines the economic p l igh t  of the populace.

On th i s  theory, the reason why many of the addressees of I Peter 
had o r ig ina l ly  converted to C hr is t ian i ty  was not only th e i r  fa i th  in 
Christ ,  but also th e i r  hope th a t  i t  would provide an answer to t h e i r  
poor economic circumstances. Commenting on the re l ig ion  of under­
privileged c lasses ,  Max Weber put i t  th is  way: "Since every need for 
salvation is an experience of some d i s t r e s s ,  social or economic 
oppression is an e ffec t ive  source of salvat ion b e l i e f s ,  though by no 
means the exclusive source".^

An even more important fac to r  a f fec t ing  the legal and social 
condit ion o f  the Christ ians in Asia Minor was th e i r  re la t ionsh ip  to 
Judaism. "As long as the Chris t ian movement remained an inner- 
Jewish phenomenon, adherents to the messianic sec t  would continue to 
enjoy the priveleges and protect ion  which Rome had long guaranteed 
Judaism as a special  type of paro ikia ."  5 But the more i t  separated  

i t s e l f  and became dis t inguishable  from Judaism, the more i t  sacr i f iced  
the protective  cover of i t s  parent body. I Pet. iv:16 t e s t i f i e s  to 
the f a c t  tha t  the addressees were already known as "Christ ians"  to 
those around them and suggests tha t  they were regarded as a separate 
group and no longer t rea ted  as a branch of Judaism which followed a

1. S. Dickey, op. c i t .  p. 411.

2. I P e t . 1 :3 ,5 ,9 ,1 3 ,2 1 ;  i i i : 1 5 , 2 1 .  3. Rev.v i:6 .

4. Max Weber, "Religion of Non-priveleged Classes",  The Sociology 
of Religion, ( t rans .  E. Fischoff) London: Social Science 
Paperbacks, 1966, p. 107.

5, J.H. E l l i o t t ,  HFH, op. c i t .  p. 72.
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1. S. Dickey, op. c i t .  p. 411.

2. I P et.1 : 3 ,5 ,9 ,1 3 ,2 1 ;  i i i : 1 5 , 2 1 .  3. Rev ,v i :6 .

4 . Max Weber, "Religion of Non-priveleged Classes", The Sociology 
of Religion, ( t rans .  E. Fischoff) London: Social Science 
Paperbacks,~ 1966, p. 107.



part icu lar  teaching. Consequently, t h e i r  legal s ta tus  would be 
questioned and th e i r  prac t ices  of worship would arouse suspicion. As 
has already been notedJ  such suspic ion would be aggravated by th e i r  
exclusivism and th e i r  renunciation of  a l l  previous a l l iances  and 
social p rac t ices .  They would, therefore ,  become very vulnerable to 
harrassment from Jewish as well as pagan elements of society ,  who 
would regard them as a new fanat ical  cu l t .

The manner in which the term Xpucnriavoi originated r e f le c t s  a
3s im ilar  social  condition. According to H.8. Mattingly, i t  was in ­

vented as an opprobrious label by the Greco-Syrians of Antioch in 
order to r id ic u le  those who by t h e ir  profession of f a i th  and in t h e i r  
hymns had given th e i r  a l legiance to a person called Chris t .^  Like the 
term Auguatiani, the label was meant to imply t h a t  the followers of 
Christ were as ludicrous as the part isans  of Nero, who devoted them­
selves to the  praise of tha t  Emperor who saw himself as Augustus’ s p i ­
r i tu a l  heir .  Another p o s s ib i l i ty ,  c l o s e l y  akin to  the former, i s  th a t  
XpioTLovol was an o f f i c i a l  designation by the Roman provincial admin­
i s t r a t i o n  to dis t inguish  them from the regular Jewish community. The 
term most apt ly  described a group consist ing of Jews and Gentiles ,  
circumcised and uncircumcised, united in th e i r  common f a i t h  in Jesus 
as the Xjoiorde. That i s  why King Agrippa, in an o f f i c i a l  Roman court  
at  Caesarea could call  Paul a iCfOtariccvos.® The use of t h i s  label to 
id e n t i f y  believers  soon spread throughout the Empire and was well 
established by 60 AD. The important point to notice is th a t  i t  was 
chosen, not by the b e l iev ers  themselves, but by others as a d is ­
tinguishing term.

Another important r e s u l t  of th i s  separation from Judaism was 
the sociological pressure th a t  i t  brought to bear upon the addressees 
as a group within themselves. In a poineering study on th i s  sub jec t ,

1. See p. 213 supra, 2. I P e t . i i i :13-16.

3. H.B. Mattingly, "The Origin of the Name C h r i s t i a n i " , JTS n.s .  
9:26-37, 1958.
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Robin Scroggs se t  out to show " tha t  the community cal led in to  ex is ­
tence by Jesus f u l f i l l s  the essentia l  c ha rac te r i s t ic s  of the r e l i g ­
ious sec t ,  as defined by recent sociological an a ly se s" J  He s e t  out 
seven typical  sec ta r ian  c h a rac te r i s t i c s  as a basis for  comparison, 
showing how, l ike a sec t ,  the e a r l i e s t  Christ ian community (1) 
emerged out of p ro tes t ;  (2) re jected the view of r e a l i t y  claimed or 
taken for  granted by the establishment;  (3) was eg a l i t a r ia n ;  (4) of­
fered i t s  adherents love and acceptance within the community; (5) was 
a voluntary organisat ion; (6) demanded to ta l  commitment from i t s  
members and (7) l ike  some sec ts ,  was advent is t  (apocalyptic) in i t s  
temporal o r ien ta t ion .  This procedure enabled him to reconstruct  a 
more concrete social pic ture  of the early  Pales t in ian church.

A great  deal of I P e te r ' s  admonition corresponds to such a model
and reveals the sec tar ian  character of the communities addressed.

2
They are the e lec t  and holy people of God, brought in to  being by the 
a c t iv i ty  o f  God the Father, the Holy S p i r i t  and Jesus C hr is t . '3 The

1. R. Scroggs, "The E a r l ie s t  Christ ian Communities as Sectarian  
Movement", at&ar Greoo-AomeM OwZta.'
Aforto# P art Two, Jacob Neusner
ed. Leiden; B r i l l ,  1975, p. 2. Cf. J. DaniSlou, "C hris t ian i ty  
as a Jewish Sect" , CrwctbZe o f  C&rtat&rnttt/; Jwdbdam, P e l-  
Zeyzdem BackgrowMd to tfze Ckr&atiaM
Arnold Toynbee ed. London: Thames & Hudson, 1969, pp. 275-282. 
Bryan R, Wilson in "An Analysis of Sect Development", American 
gbctoZdg&az?. Peotew 24:3-15 ,  1959, s im i la r ly  characterized a 
sect .  " I t  is  a voluntary assoc ia t ion ;  membership i s  by proof 
to sect  au th o r i t ie s  of some claim to personal merit - such as 
knowledge of doc tr ine ,  aff irmation of a conversion experience, 
or recommendation of members in good standing; exclusiveness 
is  emphasized, and expulsion exercised against  those who con­
travene d o c t r in a l , moral, or organizational precepts; i t s  s e l f -  
conception is  of an e l e c t ,  a gathered remnant, possessing 
special enlightenment; personal perfect ion i s  the expected 
standard of a sp ir a t io n ,  in whatever terms th is  is  judged; i t  
accepts , a t  l e a s t  as an id ea l ,  the priesthood of a l l  be l ievers ;  
there is a high leve l  of lay  par t ic ipa t ion ;  there is  oppor­
tun i ty  for  the member spontaneously to express his commitment; 
the sect  i s  h o s t i le  or in d i f fe ren t  to the secular  society and 
to the s ta te ."  p. 4.

2. I P e t . i : 3 - i 1:10, 3. I P e t . i : l - 2 ,
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public know them as 11 C hr is t ians" .  ̂ Their conversion led to a break 
from past  soc ia l ,  rel ig ious  and even family t i e s  and re l a t io n sh ip s ,^  
while the new community became a family-l ike  brotherhood,3 in which 
they were bound together by a unique f a i t h  in Jesus as the Chris t  
who was the agent of th e i r  expected sa lva t ion .^  Their re l ig ious 
al legiance demands " fea r"3 and "obedience1̂  to the will of God.'7 I t

8is  an tic ipa ted  th a t  the sa lvat ion and divine grace, in which they 
share, wil l be bestowed in fu l l  measure a t  the imminent second coming 
of Chris t .^  In the interim the community must maintain s t r ic t  in ­
ternal disc i  pi ine^and  vigorously oppose any encroachment from, or 
ass imila t ion to ,  outside pressures. 11

As in modern day sec ts ,  the framework for much of the exhortation
in I Peter is e scha to log ical . According to Selwyn, " there is  no book
in the New Testament where the eschatology is more c losely  integrated

12with the teaching of the document as a whole", Schatteman even
suggests tha t  I Peter is a commentary on the authentic  eschatological

PImaterial of Mark x i i i * " Both "realized" and " f u tu r i s t i c "  elements 
appear in the Petrine eschatology. I Pet. i:E looks forward to the

1, 1 P e t . i v : 16, 2. I P e t . 1 :3 -5 ,10 -12 ,18 -21 ;  11:4-10 e t c .

3,  I P e t , 1:22; 11:5 ,17;  v:9 .

4, I P e t . 1 :2 ,3 ,6 - 8 ,1 3 ,1 8 - 2 1 ;  i 1 : 3 ,4 -10 .

5, I P e t , 1:17; 11:17. c f .  111:6 ,14.  6. .1 P e t . 11:8; i t i : 2 0 i  iy:17

7. 1 P e t . 11:15; 111:17; iv :2 ,1 9 .

8. I Pet.  1 :2 ,5 ,9 ,1 0 ,1 3 ;  11:2; 111:21; iv :18 .

9.  I Pet.  1 :5 ,7 ,13 ;  iv :13;  V:1.

10. I Pet, 1:22; i i :1; 111:8; i v : 7 - l l ;  v : l - 5 .

11. I Pet.  1 :14-16,18-21; 11:11; 111:9,13-17; i v : 1-6*12-19; v :8 -9 ,

12. E.G. Selwyn, "Eschatology 1n I Peter", o f  t&e
Mew jTeebzmeM* t t e  Eac&atoZo#/, W.D. Davies & 0. DaUbe eds.
Cambridge: CUP, 1956, p. 394.

13. J.  Schatteman, "The L i t t l e  Apocalypse o f  the Synoptics and
the F i r s t  Epis t le  of Peter",  Theology Today 11:193-198, 1954.
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" l a s t  time" When f inal  sa lvat ion is  revealed, while i ;20 affirms 
tha t  the foreordained servant (of Isaiah, l i i i )  has been manifested 
in the c ruc i f ix ion  of Chris t  "in these l a s t  times". Nevertheless, 
i t  would seem in general th a t  the experience of real suffering neces­
s i ta ted  the appeal to real ized eschatology as a basis of hope. As
C.F.D. Moule has pointed out , circumstances may be more important in 
New Testament eschatological va r ia t ion  than reasoned developmentJ 
The moral teaching of I Peter  may, therefore ,  be regarded as fleschato­
logical in so' f a r  a s . i t  i s  based on the f new s i t u a t i o n 1» the eschato­
logical 1 now1 when the promised Messiah has come to bring sa lvat ion
to man to i n s t i t u t e  the Kingdom of God, and to begin His domination

2over h o s t i le  sp i r i tu a l  fo rce s" .

On the basis of th is  framework for i t s  e th ics ,  I Peter corresponds 
most c losely to the "conversionist  response" which cer ta in  groups in 
the sec ta r ian  movement present  to the world in our own times.
Wilson describes such a response as follows : - 3

The world is corrupt because men are corrupt; i f  men can be 
changed then the world will be changed. Salvat ion is seen not 
as avai lab le  through objective  agencies but only by a profoundly 
fe lt*  supernaturally wrought transformation of  the s e l f .  The 
objective world will not change but the acquis i t ion  of a new 
subject ive o r ien ta t ion  to i t  will i t s e l f  be sa lvat ion.

Clearly th is  subjective conversion will be possible only on 
the promise of a change in external r e a l i ty  a t  some fu tu re  time, 
or the prospect of the ind iv idua l ' s  t ran s fe r  to another sphere. 
This is  the ideological or doctrinal  aspect  of the matter ,  but 
the essen t ia l  sociological  f a c t  is th a t  what men must do to be 
saved i s  to undergo emotional transformation - a conversion ex­
perience, This is  the proof of having transcended the evil of 
the world. Since i t  is a permanent and time!essly val id  t rans ­

1. "The influence of Circumstances on the Use .of Eschatological 
Terms", JTS nS 15:1-15, 1964,

2. R. Russell, "Eschatology and Ethics 1n I Peter", 47, 
p. 83, 1975.

3. B,R. Wilson, Magic and the Millennium: A Sociolooical study of  
Re l i g i o u s  Movementsof Protest anion g Tr i h a T a n d i ^
Fel)pTesV London: Hei nem annTT^TTT^^
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cendence, some future condition of salvation is often posited in 
which objective circumstances come to correspond to the subject­
ive sense of sa lvat ion,  but the believer a lso knows, from the 
subject ive change, that  he is saved non. Thus he can face the 
evil of the world, the processes of change tha t  threaten men 
with decay and death, because he is  assured of an unchanging con' 
dition awd! /eo la  tAte. This response is  the coMoerafoMtet res- 
ponse to the world.

For the conversionist  sect  other  responses such as "des truct ion" , 
"manipulation" and "reform" of the world, or "Withdrawal" from i t  
are not avai lab le  options. The basis of i t s  confident engagement 
with the world l i e s  in i t s  be l ie f  in the supernaturally  wrought 
transformation of i t s  individual members, which allows them a fore­
t a s t e  of the objec tive  change of a l l  things in the future.

In view of the close resemblance between the communities addressed 
in I Peter and sec ts  which promote such a conversionist  type of 
sectarian response to the world, i t  is  most i lluminat ing to consider 
the social  conditions in which such sects  emerge and develop. To 
quote Wilson a g a in J

Conversionist sects  appear to a r i s e  most read i ly  in circum­
stances. , .  in which more s tab le  social s t ruc tu res  are impaired 
or destroyed, communities are disrupted,  and individuals are 
forcibly  detached from th e i r  kinsfolk in enforced or induced 
migration by conquerors or invaders. Thus, many individuals 
may f ind need of sp i r i tu a l  and social accommodation in an a l ien  
social c o n te x t , , .  The obvious accommodation is  to reunite him­
se l f  with a group - a group which cannot be a natural grouping, 
but must be one which capitalizes the commonality of circum­
stance of detached individuals and which draws them into a new 
synthetic  community of love.

Such a descr ip t ion  is amazingly close to the e a r l i e r  analysis of the 
displaced rdpouHou addressed in I Peter. As a sec ta r ian  movement, 
the church offered such ndpouxou a communal experience of salvation 
in a brotherhood of love which was denied them in the unstable and 
a l ien  social  environment of th e i r  daily  l i f e .  For them, as the
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displaced and disenfranchised, i t  offered an a l t e rn a t iv e  and s e l f -  
s u f f ic ie n t  soc ie ty  in which to persue t h e i r  own ideals  and a t  the
same time, strengthened them to live, with the tensions of society

1 2 around them. The church's s t re ss  on " r e b i r th " , " sanc t i f ica t ion"
and "pur i f ica t ion"  emphasised the need fo r  total conversion and
d is t in c t io n  from th e i r  ambient soc ie ty .4

In a l l  th is  they were not so much concerned with changing the 
s tructures  of society as with a change of hear t .^  Yet by i t s  very 
nature, such a community const i tu ted  an implic i t  form of organised 
social, p ro tes t ,  which would inevi tably provoke counter p ro tes t .
Former fr iends and associates  would feel l e f t  out of things and 
estranged (EevuEovrai) in the wake of severed t i e s  and broken bonds. 
Worse s t i l l ,  d issassocia t ion  from former practices could be in t e r 7.
preted as c iv ic  d is loyal ty  and a repudiation of public respons ib i l -

fi 7i t i e s .  I t  made opponents so angry that  they blasphemed God and
trea ted  the Christians with reproach.^

Such behaviour caused sorrow, 9 f e a r^0 and suffering^ among the1 p
Christ ians.  J.H. E l l i o t t  argues very cogently tha t  these terms 
re fe r  to  social pressure,  re l ig ious  discrimination and local h o s t i l ­
i ty  against  an a l ien  re l ig ious  sec t .  He does not believe tha t  they 
were the r e s u l t  of o f f i c i a l  pol icy on the part  of the Roman Emperors, 
but were reactions to the exclusivism of the Chr is t ians ,  since the

1. I P et ,i;3 ,22 f;  i i : 2 .  2. I P e t . i : 2 ,14-16,

3. I P e t . i : 22.

4. See B.R. Wilson, op. c i t .  pp. 41f .  Cf. A.D. Nock, Conversion, 
Oxford: Clarendon, 1933, pp, 134-137, 207-211, 227-229:

5. I P e t , i i:1 9 f;  i i i : 3 f ,1 5 f ,2 1 .  6. I P e t , i i : 13-17.

7. pyacxpniiooVTes iv:4. 8 , 6veu6os iv: 14.

9 .  XuraiddvTes i : 6 ;  i i : 1 9 .  10.  <p6(3og i i i : 1 4 ,

11. Ttdoyeuv i i : 19,20; i i i :  14,17; iv: 1,15,19; vr.10; v:9.

12. Op. c i t .  p. 97 n. 64.



terms per t inen t  to the C hr is t ian s1 suffering r e Per to verbal ra ther  
than physical abuse or legal action. Moreover> as E.G. Colwell 
pointed out, such incidents  were typical of popular react ion to 
exotic re l ig ious  se c t s .^  The s i tu a t io n ,  as i t  pertained to the 
addressees of I Peter ,has been most admirably summarized by C.F.D. 
Moule,3

All the requirements of these passages are equally met by pos­
tu la t ing  ' u n o f f i c i a l 1 persecution - harrying by Jews and pagans, 
the f a c t  th a t  xpicrcuavds is pa ra l le l  to &s <povet>g )'i xX^rnns 
(whatever the other words in tha t  l i s t  may mean - which is  ob­
scure) does not in the l e a s t  compel the conclusion th a t  to be a 
Christ ian was o f f i c i a l l y  a crime in the same category as the 
indic table  offences. Even i f  a l l  the other words mean indu­
bi tab le  crimes, a l l  th a t  the Greek says is I f  you have to suf­
fer , suffer as a Chris t ian ,  not as a c r imina l . . .  I t  was possible 
to suffer  cbe xpioriavde from the moment tha t  the name was given 
(Acts x i .26):  the Christ ians did not escape th a t  so r t  of suf­
fer ing  even before i t  was an o f f i c i a l l y  recognized offence.
And i t  seems as natural to postulate  'private* persecutions 
here ('pogroms*, so to speak) as i t  i s  in I Thess. i i .14-16,
Beb, x. 32-9, x i i i .  7 . . . In I Pet. iv. 4 there is  a reference to 
prec ise ly  such social ostracism and unpopularity as might lead 
to open persecution of th is  sort, without any s ta te  in tervention.

Sixteen other New Testament passages'* suggest tha t  such harass­
ment of Christ ians by local opponents was a general occurrence. Thus, 
according to Acts xxvii i :22 when Paul arrived a t  Rome (ca. 58-60 A.D.),
the Jews there could say to him: " . . .w i th  regard to this sec t  we know

3tha t  everywhere i t  is spoken against" .

1. tcuoAaXouo) i i : 12; i i i : 1 6 ;  fompedCeiv i i i : 16; 6v>eu6i!£et,v iv: 14; 
and s imila r ly  xaxcfiouv i i i :13.

2. E.G. Colwell, "Popular Reactions against  Christianity in the
Roman Empire", EhutrooMeMtaZ factore cArtaKa# 3.
y. Ozee #9, Chicago: CUP, 1939, pp. 53-71,

3. "The Nature and Purpose of I Peter" ,  NTS 3:1-11, 1956, p. 8.

4. Matt .x:16ff;  John xv; 18ff; Acts iv .31 ; v:41; I Cor .x i i :3 ;  
Gai. iv:29; I Thess.1:6; i i " 14-16; i i i : 3 ;  II  T h e s s . i i i :5 ;  
T it . i i : a ;  Heb.ii:18; iv :1 5 ;;v i:6 » 9 - l l i  x :26-31; 32-39.

5. Sec also Tacitus (Annals XV.44:2-8) who, writing some 50 years 
later (c. 112), describes the Christians as "a class hated 
for t h e i r  abominations" and gu i l ty  of "hatred of the human 
race", in his account of the Neronic persecution of 54 AD.
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than physical abuse or legal a c t i o n J  Moreover, as EX. Colwell 
pointed out, such incidents  were typical of popular react ion to 
exotic re l ig ious  sects .  The s i tu a t io n ,  as i t  pertained to the 
addressees of I Peter,has been most admirably summarized by C.F.D. 
Moule,3

All the requirements of these passages are equally met by pos­
tu la t ing  'u n o f f i c i a l 1 persecution - harrying by Jews and pagans. 
The f a c t  tha t  cos xPioriav<5e is  pa ra l le l  to &s cpovebg n x^errons 
(whatever the other words in tha t  l i s t  may mean - which is  ob­
scure) does not in the l e a s t  compel the conclusion th a t  to be a 
Christ ian was o f f i c i a l l y  a crime in the same category as the 
indictable  offences. Even i f  a l l  the other words mean indu­
b i tab le  crimes, a l l  t h a t  the Greek says is  I f  you have to su f ­
fe r ,  suffer  as a Chris t ian ,  not as a criminal . . .  I t  was possible 
to suffer  xptcTiavds from the moment tha t  the name was given 
(Acts x i . 26): the Christ ians did not escape tha t  so r t  of suf­
fer ing even before i t  was an o f f i c i a l l y  recognized offence.
And i t  seems as natural to postulate  'p r iv a te '  persecutions 
here ( 'pogroms', so to speak) as i t  i s  in I Thess. i i .14-16,
Heb. x. 32-9, x i i i .  7 . . .In I Pet. iv. 4 there is a reference to 
precisely such social ostracism and unpopularity as might lead 
to open persecution of th i s  sort, without any s t a te  intervention.

Sixteen other New Testament passages^ suggest th a t  such harass­
ment of Christians by local opponents was a general occurrence. Thus, 
according to Acts x x v i i i :22 when Paul arr ived a t  Rome (ca. 58-60 A.D.), 
the Jews there could say to him: " . . .w i th  regard to th is  sec t  we know 
th a t  everywhere i t  i s  spoken aga ins t" . ^

mTOAaXoOca i i :  12; i i i :  16; 6mpsdi£sLV i i i : 1 6 ;  oveidCZeiv iv: 14; 
and s imilar ly  woxcbouv i i i : 1 3 .

E.C. Colwell, "Popular Reactions against  C h r is t ian i ty  in the 
Roman Empire", Factora Chrfatfaw Btefory: 5.
J. dzae #3, Chicago: CUP, 1939, pp. 53-71.

"The Nature and Purpose of I P e te r " , NTS 3:1-11, 1956, p. 8.

Matt.x: 16ff*s John xv: 18ff; Acts iv,31; v :41; I Cor .x i i :3 ;
S a l . iv:29; I T hes s . i :6; i i" 14-16; i i i : 3 ;  II T h e s s . i i i : 5 ;  
T it . i i :3 ;  Heb.ii:18; iv :15;;v i:6 ,9 -11 i x:26-31; 32-39.

See also Tacitus (Annals XV.44:2-8) who, writ ing some 50 years 
later (c. 112), describes the Christ ians as "a c lass hated 
for t h e i r  abominations" and gu i l ty  of "hatred of  the human 
race" , in his account of the Neronic persecution of 64 AD.
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I Peter does not iden t i fy  the opponents s p e c i f i c a l ly ,  but there 
were, probably, two groups of ag i ta to r s .  I pet.  i i ;4,7-8 t e s t i f i e s  
that  opposition to the sec t  and re jec t ion  of i t s  Lord f i r s t  began 
with the Jews. Both Acts and the l e t t e r s  of Paul affirm t i n t  op­
position from this quarter  was experienced a t  almost every stage of
the s e c t ' s  expansion within the diaspora. Not only did the Christ ian

2 3missionary zeal compete with Judaism in winning over prose ly tes ,
i t  a lso constituted a dangerous th rea t  to the already tenuous social
and p o l i t i c a l  re la t ions  between the Jews and the Imperial rulers.
Just  as in Palestine  the Jewish leaders had been perturbed about
Jesus, saying, 11 I f  we l e t  him go on thus, every one will believe in
him, and the Romans will come and destroy both our holy place and

4 ~
our nation", so in the diaspora, they accused his  followers of turn-
* C
ing the world "upside down". Worse s t i l l ,  the members of th is  Chris t­
ian sect appeared to have the audacity to call  themselves the ex­
clusive representa t ives of the t rue  Israel

On the other hand, I Peter also  reveals th a t  the Gentiles opposed 
the Christ ians for  v i r t u a l l y  the same reasons tha t  they opposed the 
Jews, Je rry  L*. Daniel-, in a recent  survey of antisemitism in the Hel-

1. See J.H. E l l io t t ,  The Elect and the Holy, op, c i t .  pp. 26-33.

2. I Pet. i i:12; i i i : l f ,

3. M a t t .x x i i i ; 15. See also Acts x i i i : 4 4 f ;  x iv :1-7,19 for Jewish
resentment a t  Christ ian success in competion in Asia Minor,
Acts x v i i : 1-9 in Thessalonica, Acts x v i i i : l - l l  in Corinth, and 
Acts x ix :11-20; xx:19; xxi :21-28 in Ephesus.

4. John xi:48. 5. Acts x v i i : 6.

6. Such a view is implied in Paul 's argument in Rom. i x - x i ,
p a r t icu la r ly  Rom.ix;25 -  I P e t . i i :1 0  and Rom.ix:25-33 =
I P et.i i:7 -10 . Cf. 2 C or.iii:7-18;G al.iii:23-29;Eph.ii:  
l l -2 2 ;H eb .x : l- l l .
For r e ta i l e d  accounts of competition between Chris t ian i ty  and 
Judaism see J. Parkes, Conflic t  of the Church and the Synagogue 

‘A Study in the Or 1 gins oT ArltTsemltism, CTe'veTand/New York: 
World Publishing Co. and 'PhTfa’cfelphia: Jewish Publication 
Society of America, 1961, pp.71-147; I Abrahams; Studies in 
Pharisaism and‘the Gospels, Cambridge: CUP, 1924, pp.' 56-7T; 
R.tT WiTken, "Judaism in Roman and Chris t ian Society", JE 47: 
313-330, 1967.



l e n i s t i c  Roman period, has se t  out the major areas of Jewish l i f e  
which caused such resentment among the pagans. Regarding Jews as 
in fe r io r  and s trange,  pagans poured scorn on them. Jewish 
re l ig ious  customs seemed primitive and sup e rs t i t io u s ,  while th e i r  
exclusiveness in t h e i r  worship of the one God made them appear to be 
a very snobbish race. Their success n converting people to their  
strange re l ig ion  was most a la rmingJ In evaluating th is  react ion ,  
Daniel s t a te s  tha t  the evidence of pagan opposition to Judaism re ­
f l e c t s  "a benign d is l ik e  ra ther  than an act ive  hatred of the s o r t  
tha t  leads to persecution". " I t  was not necessarily a v i ru len t  a n t i ­
semitism; ce r ta in ly  not (except of occasion) persecution,  but ra ther  
an enduring contempt, coupled with d i s t r u s t . "  The addressees of 
I Peter appear to have experienced s imilar  opposition from pagans, 
which in prac t ice  led to social polar iza t ion  ra ther  than violent  
persecution.

One of the dangers of such a s i tua t io n  was that  i t  could a lso  
fo s te r  d ivis ions within the communities addressed. E l l i o t t ^  has sug­
gested, therefore ,  th a t  i t  is  very l ik e ly  t h a t  I Peter  not only 
proscribed current  pract ice  amongst the addressees, but also prescribed 
standards which had not ye t  been a t ta ined .  Possible continuation of 
social t i e s  with "outsiders" e l i c i t e d  the author 's  admonitions to cas t  
o f f  a l l  pre-Chris t ian associations and behaviour,^ while a ll  in­
ternal dissension had to be countered by brotherly love, mutual humil­
i ty ,  a f fec t ion  and concord,^ For the sake of internal  order and 
au thor i ty ,  they had to be subordinate and beware of "malice, gui le ,  

in s in ce r i ty ,  envy and slander",® Col lect ively ,  these passages in-

1. See Jerry L. Daniel, "Anti-Semitism in the Hellenistic-Roman 
Period", JBL 98:45-65, 1979.

2. Ibid. p. 47. 3, Ibid. p. 65.

4. J.H. E l l io t t .  HFH, op. c i t .  p. 83.

5. As lapsed Jews who had adopted Gentile customs - I P e t . i ; 
1 4 , 1 8 ; i i : l l ; i v : l - 4 .
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in fe r io r  and s trange,  pagans poured scorn on them. Jewish 
rel ig ious  customs seemed primit ive and su p e rs t i t io u s ,  while th e i r  
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I Peter appear to have experienced s im ila r  opposition from pagans, 
which in p rac t ice  led to social polar iza t ion  ra ther  than vio lent  
persecution.

One of the dangers of such a s i tu a t io n  was th a t  i t  could also 
fo s te r  divis ions within the communities addressed. E llio tt*  has sug­
gested , therefore ,  th a t  i t  is very l ike ly  th a t  I Peter not only 
prosdrt&ed current practice amongst the addressees, but also preacrt&ed 
standards which had not yet  been a t ta ined ,  Possible continuation of 
social t i e s  with "outsiders" e l ic i te d  the author 's  admonitions to  cast  
o ff  a l l  pre-Christ ian associat ions and behaviour,^ while a l l  in­
ternal dissension had to be countered by brotherly love, mutual humi1 - 
i ty ,  a f fec t ion  and concord. For the sake of in ternal  order and
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author i ty ,  they had to be subordinate and beware of "malice, gui le ,  

in s in ce r i ty ,  envy and s l a n d e r " C o l l e c t i v e l y ,  these passages in-

1. See Jerry  L  Daniel, "Anti-Semitism in the Hellenistic-Roman 
Period", 98:45-65, 1979,

2. Ibid. p. 47. 3. Ibid, p. 65.

4. J.H. E l l i o t t ,  HFHj op. c i t .  p. 83.

5. As lapsed Jews who had adopted Gentile customs - I P e t . i :
l 4 , l 8 ; i i : l l ; i v : l - 4 .

6. I P e t . i : 22; i i i : 7 f f ;  iv:8; v:5b-7,14.

7. I P e t . i i : 1 8 - i i i : 7 ;  v : l -5a .  8. I P e t . i i : ! , V

------
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dicate  th a t  the communities addressed had to cope with internal  
tensions which had been caused by d i f fe r ing  react ions to the h o s t i l ­
i ty  facing them from the outside.

The s i tua t ion  in which the addressees found themselves a t  the 
time of the composition of I Peter may, therefore ,  be briefly  sum­
marized as follows. The Christ ian movement had spread rapidly 
throughout Asia Minor as a r e s u l t  of the labours of the “mission to 
the circumcised"emanating from Jerusalem. I t  had a t t r ac ted  Jews and 
Proselytes ( i . e .  Gentiles who had accepted circumcision) to i t s e l f  
from both rural as well as urban elements of the population. Although 
drawn from both nrfpoixoi as well as feXe'Jdepou^ the group as a whole 
were classed as strangers and res ident  a l iens who l ived as a suspect 
group on the edge of the p o l i t i c a l  and social l i f e  of the la rge r  
community. Thisir very Jewishness also a t t rac ted  the popular op­
posit ion to Judaism of the time. Such opposition was fu r th e r  ab- 
betted by th e i r  intense eschatological expectation and consequent 
"otherworldliness" which led to the severance of t h e i r  c iv ic  and 
social r e la t ion s .  Over and above the re l ig ious aspects , these 
nripoixoi were also a t t r a c te d  to C hr is t ian i ty  by i t s  offer  of 
f ra te rna l  assistance and social acceptance which, they hoped, 
would lead to an improvement of th e i r  economic lo t .  This, alas, was 
not to be. As the movement parted from Judaism and grew v is ib ly  as 
a d i s t i n c t  soc io-re l ig ious  e n t i ty ,  both Jews and pagans in the local 
communities reacted to i t  with f e a r ,  suspicion, disdain or animosity. 
Instead of enjoying secu r i ty ,  the Christians had to endure local 
outbursts  of slander and abuse. This resulted not only in hardship 
to individual Chris t ians ,  but a lso threatened to undermine the s e c t ' s  
social cohesion and i t s  communal l i f e .  I t ' s  social d is t in c t iv en ess ,  
which was so essent ia l  to the communal l i f e  of i t s  members, in te n s i ­
f ied the sever i ty  of their polar iza t ion with outsiders and increased 
th e i r  suffer ing ,  which in turn threatened to undermine their group 
cohesion. I Peter provided the very "encouragement" and "witness" 
required to break such a vicious c i r c l e ,  and to build them up into a 
" sp i r i tu a l  house" and "a royal priesthood".%

1. See p. 212 supra. 2. I P e t . i i : 5 ,9



What occasion prompted the composition and despatch of such a 
l e t t e r  t The discussion of th is  question has de l ibe ra te ly  been l e f t  
to the end of th is  study in the b e l i e f  tha t  th is  matter can only be 
properly discussed once the soc ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and re l ig ious  conditions 
of the rec ip ien ts  has been establ ished.  As s ta ted  in the introduction,  
attempts to study the conditions of the readers by making the o f f i c i a l  
persecutions under Nero, Demitian or Trajan the occasion for  th is  
l e t t e r  appear to be pre-empting the very question a t  issue.

The study of the soc ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and re l ig ious  conditions se t  
out above, has shown very c lea r ly  th a t  the suffering and even the 
" f iery  t r i a l s "  of the rec ip ien ts  for  the "name", are most adequately 
accounted fo r  by the general reaction of society to them as a re ly  
igious sec t  among the -nopoixou While the Christ ians were regarded 
as-a peculiar  extension of Judaism, they were s t i l l  afforded the 
protection of the the re l ig io  l i c i t a  s ta tus  of tha t  f a i t h .  In the 
l ig h t  of the predominating Jewish element in the Jerusalem based 
"mission to the circumcised" to which the communities of I Peter 
belonged, the i r  bond with Judaism must have been very strong indeed, 
and much c loser  than i t  was to the "mission to the Gentiles". When, 
therefore ,  the d is t in c t io n  between C h r is t ian i ty  and Judaism became 
public knowledge, i t  must have sent shock waves through a l l  the com­
munities founded by the Jerusalem mission, fo r  in addit ion to being 
la id  open to a t tack  by society in general as a separate  sect  without 
a r e l ig io  l i c i t a  s t a tu s  to pro tec t  them, they were also cas t  o f f  from 
th e i r  sp i r i tu a l  home and faced open h o s t i l i ty  from th e i r  former 
sp i r i tu a l  peers.

From th is  i t  i s  c lea r  tha t  the occasion for the composition of 
I Peter must be sought in the development of some s i tu a t io n ,  or in 
some event which c l a r i f i e d  the  d i s t in c t io n  between Judaism and Chris t ­
ian i ty  for  the world a t  large.  The socio-re l ig ious conditions out­
lined in the present study cannot have been caused by o f f i c i a l  per­
secutions by Roman rulers  as has sometimes been suggested. The 
d e ta i l s  of such persecutions merely help us to narrow down the period 
in which the Roman au tho r i t ie s  began to make a d is t in c t io n  between 
Jews and Christ ians.  In 49 AD when the Emperor Claudius expelled the



Jews from Rome since they "were in a constant s t a t e  of turmoil a t
the in s t ig a t io n  of Chrestus", he made no d i s t in c t io n  between Jews
and Chris t ians,  even though the disturbances may have been caused by
the preaching of C hr is t ian i ty  among the Jews of Rome.* From the time
of Nero onwards, however, i t  appears tha t  the au tho r i t ie s  i n s t i t u t i n g
and executing persecutions were well aware of the d is t in c t io n  between
Judaism and the Christ ian sect .  Indeed, Nero was already able to
s ingle  out the Christ ians a t  Rome and make them the scapegoats for

2
the f i r e  in his capita l  c ity ,

In the l ig h t  of l a t e r  apocalyptic outbursts against  the rulers  
from Rome, i t  is  very doubtful whether any Christ ian could have 
presented teaching on the Christ ian duty to the c iv i l  powers as 
serenely as in I Peter i t : 13-17 a t  any time a f t e r  the Neronian 
persecution of August 64 A.D. This would be a l l  the more so i f  
Sulpicius Severus1 account i s  co rrec t ,  and repressive laws were 
enacted sp ec i f ic a l ly  against  the Christ ians following Nero's i n i t i a l  
outburst,  After  th a t  the Imperial power could hardly be described 
as ex is t ing  simply "to punish those who do wrong and to praise  those 
who do r i g h t " .^  We therefore  need to  look for some other development in 
h istory between these two Imperial ac t ions ,  which publicised the 
d is t inc t ion  between C hr is t ian i ty  and Judaism,

1. See Suetonius,, Life of Claudius, xxv,4.

2. See Tacitus, Annals, xv.44.2-8, who claims th a t  l a t e r  an 
immense multituefifwas convicted, not on a charge of arson,  but 
for  "hatred of the human race" - odium humani generis . 
Seutonius, Life of Nero,xvi,2 , , also recounts that amongst 
other criminals , tf teTFiris tians were punished for  th e i r  
wicked superstition, but he does not connect th is punishment

~ . with the arson of the f i r e  of Rome.

3. See J.  Stevenson, A New Eusebius, London: SPC'K, 1957, p. 6. 
Sulpicius Sevorus, Chrontca, 29.3, "Afterwards also laws
were enacted and the re l ig ion  was forbidden, Edicts were 
publicly published: ’No one must profess C hr is t ian i ty '



The death of James, the Lord's brother, in Jerusalem at  the 
ins t iga t ion  of Ananus the High P r ies t  in 62 AD, is  an excellent  
example of the sort of incident  which might have prompted Peter to 
write the l e t t e r .  The fac t  tha t  he does not mention James by name, 
precludes his martyrdom from being the incentive fo r  the l e t t e r  and 
suggests instead th a t  he is  writing pr ior  to th a t  e v e n t J  Neverthe­
less ,  the martyrdom of James appears to be the culmination of develop­
ments re f lec ted  in I Peter. Two accounts about James have come down9 0
to us; one from Josephus and the other  from Hegesippus. James had 
been the leader of the church at Jerusalem since P e te r ' s  departure to 
“another p l a c e " H e  was heavily involved in the "mission to the 
circumcision", and from the e a r l i e s t  times had been regarded as one

r
of the " p i l l a r s "  of the church with Peter and John. Tradition 
clearly  s t re sses  his reverence for  his Jewish her i tage ,  his piety and 
his favour with the population of Jerusalem.® This would make him 
very important as a representat ive  of the l ink  between Chris t iani ty  
and Judaism. I t  might even be said th a t  because of his witness, 
many Christ ians of Jewish origin saw themselves as a kind of Jewish 
sect  - a view which was probably shared by many non-Christian Jews 
as wel l . Paul 's  l i f e  and l e t t e r s  suggest th a t  a t  f i r s t  the o f f i c i a l s  
of the Roman Empire took the same view, and were generally prepared 
"to extend to the Christians the priveleges which the Empire had long

7
ago given to the Jews".

Other reasons fo r  dating the e p i s t l e  in the f i f t i e s  are sum­
marized on pp. 164, 177-178 supra.

Jos. Aht. 2 0 : i x : l .

Eusebius, H.E. 11.23. For a discussion of the va l id i ty  of 
these accounts see J.B. Mayor, The Epis t le  of St. James,
2nd ed. London: MacMillan, 1897, pp. 1 viT-TTx,’ quoting J .
B. Lightfoot1s discussion in his essay, "St. Paul and the 
Three", Galat ians, pp. 366-367.

Acts x i i :17 .  5. G a l . i i :9 .

Eusebius, H.E. 11.23:6-9.

E.G. Selwyn, op. c i t .  p. 58.

i .

2 *

3.

4. 

6 . 
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James' death a t  the hands of a Jewish leader would inevi tably  
have drawn the a t ten t ion  of the world a t  large to the differences 
between Jews and Chris t ians.  No longer would t h e i r  arguments be 
t reated as re l ig ious  disagreements within Judaism, Instead they 
would be seen as disputes between two d i s t in c t  re l ig ious  e n t i t i e s ,  
with the r e s u l t  tha t  xpuonavot would be c lear ly  dist inguished from 
Judaism and would lose th e i r  re l ig io  l i c i t a  s ta tus .

Ear l ie r  developments along s imilar  lines may be traced in the 
use of XpioTiovot as a descriptive term for the followers of C h r i s t J

O
When i t  was f i r s t  coined to describe the d isc ip les  in Antioch, the 
process of dist inguishing between Christianity and Judaism in the 
eyes of the public had already begun.^ The process i s  well established 
by the time the term XjpLoruocvot next occurs in the account of Paul ls 
imprisonment in Caesarea, when King Agrippa mockingly exclaims:
"In a short  time you think to make me a Chris t ian" .^

During the same period a s ig n i f ic a n t  change also occurred in the 
treatment Paul received from various Roman Governors. At f i r s t  he 
could depend on his Roman c i t izensh ip  and the Pax Romana as an aid 
in se t t l in g  his disputes with the Jews and to ex tr ica te  himself fromc
prison. But by the time of his imprisonment in Caesarea, things had 
changed. Felix was not another Gall io ,  who dismissed Paul 's  dispute 
with the Jews as a religious matter within Judaism which was beyond 
his j u r i s d ic t io n .^  Instead, Felix kept Paul in detention.  Moreover, 
he was f a r  more aware of the  d is t in c t io n  between C hr is t ian i ty  and

7

Judaism, for he had "a ra ther  accurate knowledge of the Way" and 
was married to  a Jewess named Drusilla.® Indeed, when he and his

1. See W. Grundmann, TDNT IX, p. 537; H.B. Mattigly, "The Origin
of the Name C hr is t ian i" ,  JTS ns 9:26-37, 1958; P. Renard, 
"Chretien", DB II , pp. 716f; S.C. Gayford, "Christian", BOB 
I, pp. 384-386; J.S. Banks, BMC I, pp. 199-200.

2. Acts xi :26.  3. See pp. 125 and 215 supra,

4. Acts xxvi:2B. The only other NT occurrence is  in I Pe t . iv :16 .

5. Acts x v i ;35-39. 6. Acts xvii i :12-17.

7. Acts xxiv:22. 8. Acts xxiv:24.
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wife l is tened  to Paul speaking about the Cr is t ian  f a i t h ,  Felix . 
became alarmed a t  what he had to say about " ju s t ic e  and se l f -con tro l  
and fu ture  judgement"J Most l ike ly  the Christ ian teaching about 
the imminent end of the world and the establishment of the Kingdom 
of God with i t s  a ttendant judgement and punishment of wrongdoers in 
hell f i r e ,  sounded l ike  sedit ion to the Roman Governor, th ings got 
no better under Porcius Festus who succeeded Felix ,  and Paul had to 
reso r t  to an appeal to Caesar in a f inal  attempt to ex t r i ca te  himself 
from the s i tu a t io n .

Appealing to Caesar meant that the d is t inc t ion  between Judaism 
and Chr is t ian i ty  would become public knowledge throughout the  Empire.
All local governors would follow the precedent which the Emperor 
would s e t  in his  judgement in the case of Paul against  the leaders 
of the Jewish fa i th .  They would be made very conscious of the fact  
th a t  the Christian Church was a separate society and not a section  
of the Jewish Synagogue.

This did not augur well for the Christian communities which had 
been founded by the mission to the circumcised and had remained closely 
associated with Judaism, despite in ternal  disputes over the Messiah.
No longer would they be able to appear before Roman Governors as 
members of a Jewish sect  with r e l ig io  l i c i t a  s ta tu s .  Instead theyo
would have to appear as XjpioruxvoC, a group about whom no one had

3a good word to say.

In effec t  a c lea r  distinction between Jews and Christ ians in the
public mind by the la te  f i f t i e s  and early s ix t ie s  of the F i r s t  Century,
would unleash such a wave of fear and polar iza t ion in the Christian
communities, tha t  an Apostolic response from Peter was urgently required
to give them the hope and encouragement to l ive  as a "royal priesthood"4
in the midst of exasperating t r i a l s  and t r ib u la t io n s  affect ing  th e i r

5"brotherhood throughout the world".

1. Acts xxiv:24-25. 2. I Pet . iv :16.

3. Acts xxvii i :22.  Cf. I Pe t . iv :4 ,14 .  See also p. 221 supra.

4. I P e t . i i : 1 4 .  5. I Pet .v :9 .
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