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Lanqua)s as 3 medium of communication reveals a changing paradign wilh
regard to Afrikaner wornen when an anatysis is made o the ways they are
nzcribed in writings on the Nalional Women's Monument { ¥ssicnsls
vrayemammeant  neer Bloemfontein,

Thiz paper arques thal an examination of the tanguage and contents
found in the commemorative publications on the mohument reveals the
fotlawing:

- thal befgre the Afrikaner's rise Lo power the rhetoric used was
designed 1o canfing the Afrikaner wemen ever more Yightly inia the
riythology of Afrikanerdem as submissive, docile emmizaries of the
volis-ideal

- that once the Afrikaner had gained political and ecenomic security and
povver, women were quielly discarded as progenitors and nurtvrers of
the vk bul remained subject to a patriarchy that had simply
madernised itself.

The slatus of the Afrikaner woman in canternparary limes thus, can e
seen ag Lhe product of two culturally separete yel collusionary and of len
overlaphing confinements. To wit - ve/ifsA4dr and Lhe mass media.

gy confinement is meent the wey one altows & Yimitation lo be
piaced upon onesell, sither wittingly or unwittingly which produces a form
of docilily - where there is an act of maniputation on behayiour and
geslures which is imposed. § am using the word "Afrikaner” 85 a general
dezignation for while, Afrikaans speaking people althaugh | am aware of
the fact that the definilion which the veidsvade=s of old would have uz
believe ag heving a certain immutabilily about it, is no Jongar secure and
na longer designates a separale, idenlifiable group. Nowadays, there are
Afrikaans speaking Africens, Boere, South Africans and plain Afrikaans
speakers, as weil as those who still regard themselves as members of the
Boere ol Cofoured and black Afrikaans speakers were excluded Nrom
participation in the yolks-process and do nol Tarm part of the first
confinement. The first confinement { veldsdan, despite histarical
evidence to Lhe contrary, insisted on producing Boer women whi werg
dizcite in the homa, bul fiery and spirited masdsrs voe &2 voif wheo it
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came Lo oublic declamalions for Afrikaner nationelism.

Inarder Lo ustrale these confinements | propose to Jook at the
waly i which Afrikaner wornen are regarded, are gazed al, are treated by
the seritors of two commermarstive srochures on the Netions) Women's
Monument. The first booklet, writiern by M. van der Merwe, was published
during or soon after 1926 0 - & time when the Alrikener netionalist
movement despite considerable miilical dissensien and seonemic and
tlazs differenteg, was gnining mormentum. The secend bodkiet, written by
S Chearholster, was pubiizhed i 1581 - Uhe year South Africe became o
repubiic. 3 Lime when Lhe Nalions! Psrty was el its strongest and most
trivrnplant, when miozl of Lhe spactheid laws had stready been aramulgated
arud when Lhe definition of the Afrikaner of himself a3 8 hegemonic group
wazs firmly eslautished and endrenched. [U was a Lire when the poor white
question had been “resoived” ard rmast farms of knowledge production were
firmly enscansed wilhin the parameters of Ehristian Naticnsl Education. A
third brochure i ¢ slightly updated trerslation inte English of Yen der
Merwe's lext (Brilz, s.a).

The earlier voikskap condinemenl todk place above and beyond Lhe
norms pertatning Lo waomen i lwn of the century society generally and
entailed the compleles sublimalion of Afrikaner womean Lo the uplifiment
and regeneration of the volk specifically, This gesture of volks-enclosure,
had g3 itz primary impetus, the arection of the Women's Monument ar
Yrougmionument with the express intention of honouring Lhe mara than
28 300 women gnd children who tad died in the British concentration
camps during the Anglo-Boer War (18353-1902). Cenzidering that just over
B00G Boer men had died gither on the batllefield, or from illhess or 48 -
prisefers of war or frone sceidenis dering the same period, the number of
civilian desths in o war Lthel jecked the tectnologies of modern-dey
devastalion, can be ween a3 disgroporiionately high. 1 must be added
though that the texts fail Lo reveal the number of Coloured and Biack
women who alse disd in ihe camps. Coloured women, espaeistly afier the
farms had been burni dovwn and Lae fang vendered barren, were offen
incarcerated in Lthe camgs along with their emplogers. The Haticns
vWormen's Monument, hivwever, was arected in memory of anly the while,
Boer avarnzn. Totiug, ong of the mast fervent Afrikangr nationalist poets
of that lime, wrole a ppem concerning the erection of the manumeni wiich
acts gg the preface to Van der Merwe's Lext. The first twn Tines of the
proarn are particutarhy revegiing '

tiow Tign =k ry it janps
‘n Ractel beshd, surwerlik tank,
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The free traniiation of this poem in the English language version iBritz)
reads gs:

from mists of recent past theve rises

& Fachel vision shiniag white.

“Shining white” is actually mare poeticalby srebiguous than "suiwertik
biark”, and i ane did net krnow the kistorical context, thers weand te Lttle
indication Lthat it wag aCtually referring to a particular sthnc group, A
“Rachelbeela” ar vison of Rachal is a dirgct reference (o the long-2uiiaring
Paihzl of the (3 Testament bul in Lhis cdnlext is parlicmarly
itiurninating in that it becormes @ metaphor for the Afrikaner woran and
refiects the gender idealogy of the Tundarmentalist Boer imen of that seriod.

Betir Van der Mervre’s and Doerholster's pubiications, by way of
Sackground, inTorm us ihat in 1906, ex-Frae State Presidend, M.T. 5taun
raiged the idea of & monument Lo a group of prominent Free Stats men. it
was imnmediately decided that such a remorial or monument was a matter
af natignagl concern and at Lhe rext meeting delegates from all the Duich
charches and the political arganizations which représented the ideals of
the Afrikaners in the four colomes were preseni. As & nalional Hanument
it was felt ihat it had to transcend differsnces in terms ot ¢lass,
sCanngras welfare, politics and religion. The queslion of calaur-hased
slhnicity was nol even considerad,

of builaing up a decimalzd, and in more ways thar one, helerigensous
group af people. Despile cansiderable political dissension armong ths
Afrikaner in 1920, the Afrikaner volks-maovernent was garning moms
and therz is to be seen in Van der Herwe's text the zimnilta
convergence of the ideal of the velksmoeder and the rise of ATricaner
nationalism. President Steyn's pleas for the monument which ars
axtansively qualed Trom in the 1926 publication, railect the gopuiar
wntiments oertaining Lo women Jenerally and anticipate e enclosurs of
warnen in the service of the volk - and the volk here is mast detinataly 4
masculing phenamenon.

Gy ihe time the secand Orochire was pliblished in TART, the
ATriKansrs had galiied power beyond their wildest supactations. L was a
tirne when the definition of the ATrikaner as an hege U3 Qroup was
secure. The votkstoeder hal become redundant and she no longer had such
3 s1gnificant vole 1o play in the uplifiment of Lhe Afrikansr -
her Bt a5 rearoductive ending and the population hiad grown spectaculeriy,




The volk was strang, poveertul and rici The Afeikaner WOrnan was ripe for
& ssiond confinement - Lhis e oy the tmazg melis and westarn
siandards of Temininity,

The first brachure § 13287 i+ clearly inlended a3 a king of
mobilisatm-g taxt where rote rmodels 3t oig o e orpeched, would be byced
on the male and fermale herogs of the oast But tis iz not so, The men,
BUEn o5 President Steyn, Saneral Do wetl and D Kesig)] ia thealogisns are
Tionised whiie the women have b 2y slrippsd of Lherr nineteenth
centuny past a8 woren wha fouaid alondside the men on the battlefieid,
ang winy heloed oush and ouil jesos F hrough drifts and aver
mountaieg. Hergin: and muthsiooies aside. there 13 enaugh dacumented
gvidence thatl the Soer women fsd the prygicel toughness and endurance to
hold their awn sgainst the mer. In fact w1843 g delegation of Boer
womed confronted the Brilish High Commizsisner in Natal gnd demanded a
say in Lhe affairs of siate in the woiving 4 B Dkuliz {pseydorym for
wWitlam Poztmal, who wrote autenzivaly sboul the exploits, moral fibre
Lo af the Boar woren Ledis us that "The wife sf Rev. Erasmus Smit,
stster of Gerrit) Maritz” was the spakesyaran (1918: 55, Fortunalaty
sufficient recards seiz! furue D thal 2he was sebiaily Syzspng
it Anyway, Suzanng Sl arqued kst s recempense for the battles in
- which Lhey hed fought with their hustenas, thew had been promised 4 vole
i all Ahe sffairs of govermment, They were foa damarding thiz righl even
Wwugh the Fa/dzrsss had rensQed on the proritze. Failing that, they

autd waik barefoet back over th urakenstierg rgther than become British
subiects in Oruliz 1918 781 Th
2 Nedgiing suffragelie movement 4
Lad the Soer men had promsed Lherp
patriarchsl wociety of thal time thig was dnorscedenied ang considering
e Fundamentalist religioue seinions helg by the Vaortrekkers, doubly
unfrecedented. s therafore nel surprizing Lhat this vow was anored by
the Boer palrisrchs - afber afl 1t was anlg g oroomze bo wamen, As lsabel
Hofmseyr has so sucCintly shown Bven tie 8 vy e God Dy of The
Covenant) was only sporadics g until such Uime a5 11 was
rERrRChed by Afrikaner nationsiists quriag the brantizth century
{Hofmeyr, 155 ool Uhe women's Morument Lekes on an

lar

tEred thal tha apening and
urweiting ceremonies wore flanned to gke sigce on the Day of Lhe

Dovenant (Dingean's Tay) on 16 December 1215
The Juestion we nave o
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Lot thal wienear relative peace Teitles
FAre Doy oyt or tand farms and bavens
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estakiizhed, whether the societal norms generatly pertaining #lsewhere at
that time sre not simply reverted back lo. We have to ask whether the
women's sphere then becomes re-defined and maintained by the oreveiling
patriarchal struclures, regardiess of the immediete past. Contrary then 10
past gvidence, in Yon der Merwe's publication readers are presented with
rote models of women who are patient, suffering, sffiicted, frail,
defenceless, tenger, delicate, refined and civilised.

Wommen are presenied as that weak section of seciety who hove
given their lives on the altar of freedom for Yove of the fatherland. | quote
directiy from the 1926 taxt: "Hulle 1ye is mel moed en geduid gedra® (p.5)
{They suffered couragecusly and patiently (Britz, p.6)); "dit wag vee
skoner wir die swakke vrou om onder gl daardie siele en ligoaamlike 1yz
haar 165 te dra”(p.6) (.. a far nobler act of a frail woman to carry her
burden under all the $piritual and physical suffertng she hed Lo endure . .
{Britz, p.6)), "waller eerbied dwing die tere vrou nie af nie” {p.oj (how
fuch more respect does not the frail woman command (Britz, p.6)) and so
on,

Certainly the women of Lthe camps are hergines, but heroines of
suffering and affliction who provided an tnspiration for their husbands in
the veid and on the battiefield. Theirs wos 4 death for the fatherland and
in fact the words vader/sndand vadarisndgsiisfagoctur an almost
every nage of the publication. The wemen's physical and mental Trailiy
revlects o particularly Yictorian sltitude by the patriarchs loward women
= with the exception that they now have a polilicel rale Lo play which is
vital to the volk gz a healthy erganism {cf. Brink, p. 273},

They become a muted group - muled by the internalization of the
language used 1o describe them end such a redefinition enlgiis & space of
mutzd subservience Lo the men and the volk, The feminine ideal was
fraitly, delicacy, & nurturing disposition and a fiery belief ir the
righteguzsness of 5od. We heve the paradoxical situalion that mastiy maie
wrilers wrode books aboul the Afrikaner wormen of Loe previous cenlury as
{f they were & truly enceplional breed - as if things which wers
considered everyday within the heroics normally ascrited Ly men - could
be done by wornen as well, But nowhere s credente given Lr the fact thal
the roles and spheres overlapped =6 consistently and apart {ram obvious
anatornical differences there was very Little Lo diztinguish bebween 33 far
a5 aclivities on trek were concerned. But these texts were never o ples
for the imposition of equal nghls belween men and wamen, but a plea Lthal
gvery afrikaner woman of the garly twentieth century to throw herself
inlo that irmmutable thing celled voiks-consciousnes:s, And it 15 1his 108

s e s e e s A e g, S . .




of volk Uhat engenders the greaieal cubmnisgivensss - thal bacomas &
concept so internalised thatl the ferce spiril of independence thal other
writers have imbued the worren with, is not g pecsgnal independencs but,
an indepandence for the men with the wamen in 1ow, 11 is a rhetoric

degigned 1o weave them inlo g confinement that suited afr ILEmEl
patriarchy amd the mythelogy of unity

ang, the wornen collaborgled in their confinement, For example, the
SAYF {Surd-Afrikasnse Yroue-federssiod of the Transvaal neled in their
censtitution that they weare tn "Werk o onze vonrmanne te onderslaunen”
{work {0 suppart our male leaders), while the Cape ~based ACWY :
{(Afrikganze Christallke Yroue-verenining) wrete into their consiitution
Lhe Tollowing "wi) verbonden eng, ir Je 2&9k van oproeding, onze
valksyanrmannzn, die van anze ztenswijze 2ijn, e steunen ap elke
magelike wijze” (wa are bound in walters of education, Lo support in
nwrg i au nassibie, those men who ary ieeders and of the same opinions as
s tm taskenstrém, 4.5

van der Merwe's text is clearly, az noted above, intended o5 &
mabilisatory tex! and the sentimenial, ernetionally charged Janquage was
mt intended Lo add to the already imprassive 1nage of the Boer wormew's
hereics of the past, but was gspeciatly inlended ta rerd thetr Tegendary
independence of spirid into the new 8ener of rationalism. The writer
generadsly auotes from the oubtic sislemeants and npﬂninq address of
Presviderd Steyn in g section entitled "The Monument's Message to the Volk
of South Africa’: "whet was Lhe strength of the wesak women that coeuld
gengrate such heraines?” .. "Biessed is g valk that has such women; and a
wolic that has sprung farth ‘rom sush worren need nal have to fear its
fulure .. May tt[the Morument] stand ag an inspiration to the wolk .. And
if there i3 anyone from whom Yotk and Yederland demand great and heavy
saccifices 1at this Monwrment teach him Lo what sacrifices true love of the
Fatherland nag ied ta” (1976 12-17)

Ermity Hobhouze's address, which was read on her behalf sl the
opening tceremeny B3 aleo quoied from extensively. Far Emily Hobhouze, Lhe
Fathertand of Steyn and ather afrikener officials invglved with the
unveiling of the Monument, becares tngtead female ~ & matherland;

Even 2 did {estiny, the mighty S

ofar, {in ¥ap der Merwe's text thiz is simply
translated 55 the himantyl byt b it take these stmple wormen and
childres from their quiel homes, o a0 en them through successive stages of
their suffering, Wit tangth, purifind and teriected fo the Master - ming by the fierce
fire of their triai, they passed Yrorm human sight farever in the sacred memary of your
land.

Thetr spivit whichvee feel o near to us today warns ever: "Bevare 16zl yod farget




what caused that struggle in the past. 'We died without a murmur to bear eur part in
saving your country from these who loved her rot but anliy desired her riches’
' {in *an Peanen 1924 4073

Sut, Yan der Merwe chooses to close this section in hig owrowords: "The
Monument calls with mighty voice for sacrifice [ g2/ /asa7/2 to God
and Fatheriand™ (1926: 17} {tn the transiated version Grilz pref Lo use
“davetion” in place of the more accurate "sacrifice”) Wan der Merwa
neglects to quote the fellowing words which appeer in the clasing zectian
aof Hobhouse's opening address: "They [the Boer woman] have chowm !#4g
war?F that never again can it be said that waman deserves na righls as
Ci#tizen because she takes no part in war. Thiz statue stands ss a denial of
thet assertion. Women in equal numbers to the men earned the right .. "
(%an Reenen 1984: 407), ;

The last two thirds of Yan der Merwe's text is devoted to
bicgraphical cketches of President Steyn {5 pages), General Christizan de
et { 3 pages) and Emily Hobhouse (22 pages). The extensive number of
peges deveted 1o Hobhouse are used primarily ta give the redder mare
background to conditicns in the camps and Hobhouse's difficulties in
securing aid for the Boer women and children.

Apart from the namas mentioned in the biographical sketches of the
abovementioned three, the names of mern involved in the erection of the
Monurment total 22 different male individuals. However the names of
Emiiy Hoehouse and Mrs Steyn feature on a regular basis as well.

8y contrast, Oberhalgier's 1961 text Viste the names af 1 different
men who either served an the various committees in sgme way or the glher
ar ware invaived in the unveiling ceremonies. Mrs Steyn's and Emily
Hobhouse's hames are barely mentioned and no quates {rom the iatlers
addrazz are given. The tone and writing style of this later publication
dirfer markedly frem the one written more than Z0 years earlier.
Crerholaier ¢ reads Yke a brick-by-brick aecount of the erection and
unyeiling ceremenies af the monument. [t is filled with trivial infarmaticn
such as the transportation of the sandstone blacks from Kroonzisd and
lisiz metrbers of the working committees and the numsrous
comiritiess {all mate). The tone is brisk and orce the reasons for the
erection of the monument have been dizpensed with within the first page
gr 20, the writer felt frae Lo concenirate on the physical erection 37 the
raeaurnert and the andless cersmaonies of unveiling on 16 December 1917
Little appeal is made to the velk and even less La the waman. 4part fram
the fact that many of the people wha had fought in the war ar wha had




survived the camps were Iy this Lime cead, it mugl be rememberad that

whreneous political and ecoromic circumstances al the béginning of the
sixties had changed consideradly Trom the period follewing immediately
after the Angio~Boer wWar, that rmajor, emotionaily-laden appeals to
becorng & volksmoeder or and inlegral part of the volk were no langer
necessary.

S0 secure was the Afrikarer of himsell that Dberholster could
retgte instances of dissenston and bad feeling among Afrikaner ranks
regarding the erection of the Monument: what form it should teke (a
randment, @ hospital, an ingtilution of s0me sort); counler-maonument
proposals by Ger, Louls Botha; and misgivings by members of the
Bloermfantein City Counci) that It would engender “racial hatred”. The myth
of a kegeronic group of peonle was successfully established and with
pawer and contrai aver Lhe dizsemination of knowiedge firmly in the hands
of the ruting natiohslist gevernment, the idea of “confinement” of women
for and on hehatf of Afrikanerdom cen be seen to have bean quielly dropped
and wornen assiged & role beyord the volk's public profite. The
Yrougmonument had unwitlingly become the symbol of unmitigated maie
Success, _ _

And indeed, descriplions of Lthe Manument in both putlications start
off by concentrating on the centrepiece, the 120 oot high (33 metres)
obelisk which Yan der Merwe {[1926) describes as follows: "impressive in
itz simplicily the commemorative needie Jooks oul over the koppies and
surreunding plains and eloguently trings /s message to the votk and
beckans ithe volk] Trom everyday Vife Lo tigher and purer spherzs {1926
19, my italics)izy Oberhoister fotigws in the same Yine of thought:
“Silueted in the veld and sharply elched against the koppies which form 4
ratural gel artistic backdrop, it commands the scene, while standing free
and withoul pretension as much as those, whose memorigs il evokes,
Siegnder and imprassive in ilE simplicity the obelisk rises, symbol of
ennoDiing aspirations and exhailed idesis” (1961:19). And indzed,
cUnstaering the aspirations and vigads of the stalesmen, the obelisk, as
rale syrnbol pecomes the tranzcendental sigmifier of & phallacentric
volks-rnetaphysic, Dnly afler \Wiese eloquent calls to the volk do both Yar
der Merwe and Dperkelster direct their attention to the tesser statuary at
Lhe Dese of Lhe obehisk, Ag el DiQnitier, the obelisk 2tands &z metaphor
for the afrikaner gxtabilshment, s stark cursior watching aver ail
an=wotklibe lranagrassaans insnon, the obelisk to dorrow from
Foucauit's elycidaitos af Benlham 3 pamipticon design, becomes the
aanoptical volks-consciouiness.




The bronzes, dezigned and cost by Anton ven wauw, Lake on e
nature of gaisive signifers. The descriptions of the man tatue in both
funlications, s et to Or 4.D. Kestell who wrote in the Aesddodenl &5
Dacember 1917 that there is a wornan sealed with an emaciated, dying
child an e fap. " Beceft of 2pirit she stares over Lhe Free Slate plaing,
overwhelmed wilh sorrow .. Next Lo her is a standing wontgn, staring
proudiy to the 2ast, seeing the Unseen lor ineffable] - a new sunrize for
Lie afrikaner voik which will erupt through the dark sorrow” {in
Oberholster 1941 20},

The gide panels depict women and children an their way le camp
with the smaoutdering ruing of their hames and crops behing Lhem, and
women {ending a dying chiid within a camp tent. Below the former sanel iz
tnscribed "For Freedom, Volk and Fatherland” while the Jatter has the
words “I shall net Farsake Thee. | shelt not Leave Thee™.

Az an gside it ig particulerly striking how similar in form %an
Wouw's bropze cenire statue is 1o the Pietas of the Renaissance sculplors,
Thig can possibly be ascribed Lo Emily Hobhouse's advice aftier she had
geen the firzt maquette in Yan wWouw's studio in Rome. She writes in g
letier to Jan Smuts that “[Bletsween you and me strictly - it required reasl
artizslic gerus for ths job, and the peor man is enly an inferiar though
painslaking artist and quite devold of genius™ (Van Reeren 1984: 3907,

From phiebos in both publications we cee that pertiaily enclosing the
shehisk, main statue and side panets is a tow encircling wall. Jberholsler,
riviting wien mast of the orotagonists mentioned in his publicetion wers
already dead, notes that "Upon completion of the Monument it was feil that
it would anly m2afly be complete once a stalesman, & warmoe and a mar
of God oy buriad there” (1961 21, my italics). Consequently, President
Sleyn, Sereral de wet and Dr Kestel] have been buried within the embracs
af Lhe gncircling arms of the surrounding wall. Emily Hobhouze's ashes
werg placed in a wall niche and we are informead that upor the inleryention
of Louis Botha, irs Steyn was buriad in her husband's grave.

The mste constructed imeges of the Afrikener warman during the
zg=called first "confinement” emphasised her role as servant to the vali
as nurturer, keeper of maoral standards, educator and promoler of the
tanquage. it served 4 specific political purpose and the Afrikener woman's
collabors risle in bringing this sbout, eibeit not always from the punlis
platform. should net be underestimated. (n this respect the minutes and
reenrds of the various women's arganisetions such a3 the ACYY and SAYF
are particularly eniightening i

The zecond “confinement” starled in earnest ence the Afrikener had




Jamned pobitical and soanomic suprematy, Sberholster's 1961 texl has
targely distarded the Alrikansr wotnan. She waz no longer necessary as
willing and willed concubing of the Falheriand. Tomy mind, the way he
relishes givirg precedence Lo the lists of male commiltes rembers and
speakers, Lhe way he (aregrounds aimast whally ali the male-dominated
plang araund the erection and uiveiting of the Monument is telling svidence
thel the Afrikansr worman rad been olaced even further putside the modern
nistorical process. The final paradraphs of Oberholster's text concentirale
an rendvatiens Lo the Monument and the fact that a wWar Museuon has teen
erected on the Women's Manument terrain

The Women's Monument had secome symbel nol only of a rhetaric of
figie suprersacy but alse Lhe "dociiz oady” of 4 moderaised patriacchy.

The question Lo be asked i5 whal has happened to the Afrikaner worman now
that she is no longer nesded fy Lhe volk, now thal the definition of the
Afrikaner is ng longer as secdre a3 valirg-mylholagy would fhave us telteve
ir tha Nrst sig decades of Whis cerdury, Tonay, with ithe possible epception
af wramen wnvelved with Uie far-rignt petitical seclor or belonging Lo
sertain fupdarnantalist reiigious Jroupings the Afvikener wornan's
behavrour iz lezs reguialed g the church, e velk or the establishroent
theit i1 ever vras before this century. There are no longer public and

woC ferous admaonishments for it Lo remein ih the house and confine
hargelf anly Lo wifely, motherhy dulies or 16 busy hersell with the
uplifiment of the Afrikaner ¥is the women's organizatiens Unfortunalely
the fact that zhe iz no fonger cailed upin and expected Lo be a mosder ven
dad wofd dues not imoly thal she haz been released from atl
confingrmenls, She is now oart al o far more inzidious confinerment which,
on tie zurface, il con be aroued, 12 self-imposed and enlails a consizient,
relentless discipling against the body. Where, to quate Sandre Lee Bartky
“there 18 g lyranny of slend & and wornen are "forbidden to become
targe or massive; [whare] they m take up a3 littie space as possible and
bg 4z hairless 95 aeve-born infants” (1953 734 Where, simoly i terms of
the fact that & wenman 12 suppeam? Lo Be made-up, have her hair in plece,
foliow an excercizing regime, monitor everytning she doss, there aivays
hirics the “oresygoasition of defect”

The Afrikaner waman's zecond conlinement in the twentieth centuny
and one winch i3 likely to extsnd into Lhe next, 15 8 confinerment which
faces most worner (n the world today but especially the first-warld
weprnatt 115 not @ newe confinernent Do any means, bul the Strictures of
dizcipling b impozes wia the maszs media, iz grester than L ever was, This
podily regite is particutarly wryasive and Lo quale Foucautt eclails "a




machinery of nower that expleres it, breaks il down and resrranges it” -
{Foucault, 1979:138).

The Afrikaner as metaphor for most white, Afrikaans-speaking
women might have cotlapszed, bul 8 new metaphar, that of the female
imaaqe in the mass medin, has emerged. The questicn to be asked genaraliy
of all women newadays, regardless of cless or linguistic grouping is
whether a resistance to the second confinement is at all possible "since it
is women thernselves who practice this discipline en and against their
awn bodies” (Bartky 1988: 811, Both confinements, hewever, rely an forms
of docility which render women as transformable objects. This paper, i1 is
heped, has iltuminated such impiied transformetions and manipulations via
the way wormen are inscribed (or not inscribed) within the two Natiomsl
women's Morument brochures.

Notes

1. Mo publication date for Yan der Merwe’s text can be found. However , according to the
avidence in the text it was published after Emitiy Hobhouse's death in 1925 and befare 1941,
Prof, 1LEE. van Sehoor, who heeds the Wornen's Fonurient Commizsion at the presend lire
feels that it waz writlen and poblished during or socn after $926. A third Afrivasns
fanguage commemorative text is being prepared for publicstion by Prot ¥an Seneor. Thers iz
ao publization date for Britz's publication either. However, judding froc the updated
infarmatinh therein it was published in the period hetveen {955 and 1951 when
(tharholster's text was relessed.

2. Althiusgh the rule is not strictly follewed these days, Afrikasns grammatizal rules stipylate
that #11 non-organic things should be Jesignated ag male. Britz tramsiates the "his” 23 "its”.

3. AN translations from texts written in Afrikaans are my awn with the exesplion of those in
‘an Reenen and where indicated by Britz.

4. Tris paper i35 partof a longer articte on the Afrikener and cendar which «411 appest in
Apenge 1T Sections of the article were alse presented at the 1902 SAVAL Conlerene.
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