
-luhlata (green, blue)
-lukhuni (hard)
-lueiti (poor)
-lutfutfuva (dupt coloured)
-mant i (wet) . .
-dftka (dirty coloured)
-ffihlopiiS »vsr*110)
. .sirv-t f gitaaa'snt) 

x'txivi)
aci*)

-soayane irniL and white,
«&&!*■ (whita face, WLea) 

t \ i  (daU. coloured)
-it'/ieoe (gre,»»
-Sgwim (grcty)
•*.pK*trj»i«. {white <sa took and bslly)
<ai*\®<iiv-u (brow*:)

(red wit* rhite on back 
leg)

-ritima (heavy)

153.

umunbi’u 
aeantfu 
mina en 
raina oq.

tsina e 
taina a

nina en 
nin& a6

1 R , X^^.nnst^atiye Relatives ar$ ”•

-ngaka (as big; as tJt‘t<5} 
-iigako (,aa as t V i )  
-ngakayv*’ le^ a3 fonder) 

(li&9 cHa>
-»njal9 (li'xp- -il . y)
-njeya: (*JJice judder;

154. 
accord!

153. The relative concords ^‘xoe^t for the ,‘iat and 2nd 
parsons consist of the Rd^Bctltal concords inl.mis any 
nasal:

155*
atejfts.

lat person a. endl-j 0'»
p. eei-,

2nd person s , -i-
p. eni~, a6e.-

2rcl. per son 0.1. 1 s. 0-
p. a6a~

8 s. o-
p* e-

3 s. eli-
p. a-

136 <,
tenaea
constru.

uamntfu
ukubala



5?

4

5

7
8

s.
P*
s.

p.
s,
p.

esi-
eti«
o~
eti-
OlU"
eti-
o6u-
oku-

153, Examples i

umuntfu oqotfo Jan honest person) 
aSantfu aSaqotfo (honest people)
mina endiqotfo 
mina oqotfo

tsina esiqotfo 
tsina a6eqotfo

nina eniqotfo 
nina a6aqotfo

(I , who am honest) 

(we, who are hoheat} 

(you, who are honest)

154. Diminutives may be formed from relatives 
according to the usual rules, thus:

-mhlotshana (somewhat white)
-6ovana (reddish)
-mnandsana (rather pleasant)
-mantana (damp)
-luhlatana (greenish)

155* The feminine suffix may be used with relative 
stems indicating colours, thus:

imati ©mhlophekati 'a  white oow)

156, The relative concord is used with the various 
tenses of the aifcuativt) mood to form the relative 
construction.

Examples:

umuntfu okhambpko (a person who travels) 
ukubala okultmgile (oorrect writing) ‘

6



157« With copulatives the relative concord is used to 
express the numerals from 6 upwards,, thus ;<

ainahaehi asithupha (six horses) 
imitsi emioelu (seven trees) 
a6a:Cati aGangoongo (eight women)
Vdcuqala okulitwe6a (nine beginnings) 
i:nka6i etilitfhumi (ten oxen)

158. The relative concord may also be used with 
adverbs:

umuhtfu oftataan&la (a strong person)
i snlcoroo etilapha (cattle vrhich are here)

159* 3?h€ 
( 2 ) -phi?
, -mbe (peot 
numeral ec

I !

I
•’ . .. / '

. i.‘

■. :i\

' : 'i  

: Yj 

": •«

; Ext 
consists 
initial vc

iso. Sei|

1aeawulfc 
1hgonyamaJ

jiiUfltfU Y7UJ 
Si+»sha b! 
Bantfu 6a 
Mntfu usni

Silwana 
Yitilwane 
;Kdi6one uttn



OHAPTSa IX
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THE MPMSRAL {

159, There are four numerals in Baoa, (1) »nye (one), |
(2) -phi? (which?), (3) ~ni? (what?), (4) -mbi, sometimes I
-mbs (peculiar, other). Thege are used with definite \
numeral concords which are ; f

• |

Singular Plural I

Class 1 mu- 6a-
3 mu- mi-
3 li~ ma-
4 si- tl-
5 i-* ti~
6 lu- ti~
7 6u-
8 lru-

Except in class 5 singular the humeri. concord 
consists of the full form of the class prefix minus the 
initial vowel. ■

160, Sentences:

Bagawula umutsi munye (They felled one tree)
Ingonyama iSulele itfole 1 inye kuphela (The lion 

killed Only one calf)
Muntfu wuphi? (which person is it?)
Sitaha aiphi? (’7hich dish is it?)
Eantfu 6ani la6a? (r*hat race of people are they?)
Mhtfu »ni lo? (V/hat kind, or sex, or race of person is

this?)
Tilwane timbi (Tl.'ey are peculiar animals) , ti high tone 
Yitilwane‘timbi (They are bad animals), ‘ ti low tone 
KdiSoneUimfEfu utabi (X saw a strange ^ereon}

Note 5 Mo tfu vmrnbd I ) / s+T*ftntfA*, i \
Mn'tfu wumbi 1) (Str ng *'

Nja imbi! (Strange dog!)



chapter

THE! POSSESSIVE

161. In Baoa there are two types of possessive stems

(1 ) True possessive stems
(3) Nominal, pronominal or adverbial stems,

The stems in both cases indicate the possessor.

163. True Possessive stems:

Singular Plural

1 st person -m*( ray) -itfu (our)
2nd. person -kho (thy) -inu (your)
3rd person Gl.l -khe (hie, her) -6o (their)

2 -wo ( its) -yo (their)
3 -lo ( its, his, hers) ~wo (their)
4 -so (its, his, hers) -to (their)
5 -yo (its. his, hers) -to (their)
6 -lo (its) -to (their)
7 -6o (its, their) ’
8 -kho (its, their)

163. The possessive concords are thesel

Singular Plural

1 ' wa- Ga~
B wa- J&r
3 la- a-
4 S ta-
5 ya~ ta-
6 Iwa- ta~
7 6a-
8 kwa-

#  -VH-i. *



154*. The possessive is formed by prefixing the 
possessive concord ’Do the possessive stem, thus: 
wais wato. '.Vr.ere the possessive abem commences in a 
vowel, this vowel coale see z with the final vowel t.f 
the possessive prefix, thus: , tstfu and tenu.

165.

i :hashi noicudla kwalo (the horae and its food) 
u6ti'o noSifc,na v;al:he (my father and his child) 
nina 6 etfu (you of us)

166, When the possessive concord is prefixed to nouns 
of all classes except class la, coalescence of the- -a- 
of the concord takes place with the initial vowel of 
the noun prefix, thus:

. _ a + a becomes a
'• * a * i " e

u ii

as for example, waSantfu, we ;hashi, womuntfu.

167, Where nouns of class la plural indicate the 
possessor, there is nj coalescence, and the possessive 
concord is prefixed to the older form of the plural, 
a6o-:

imitsi ya6oJMa&una (the trerts of the iladunas) 
aSangane 6a6o :6ao (the friends of their fathers) 
uSuntima 6a6oitsheleni (the weight of the shillings)

169 * 
to in

cotnpa

170,

Yin if 
isikh 
isikh 
indvb

umunt
incwa
isifu

168* la the case of nouns of class la the possessive 
concord is ka preceded by the subjectival verb concord 
(except when the latter is a vowel), the initial vowel 
being elided, thus: „

0 1 . 1  s. umfati ke,6ao
p. aSafati 6aka6ao

S s. umutai ka6ao
p. iffiitsi kagao

f r father' s

c
("

wife) 
wive a) 
tree) 
trees)

as th

ilihl 
i ;nko 
Uikha

172.
may b



Cl, 3 s, i :haahi lika^ao
p. smahaalji ka6at>

4 e, isitulo silcaSao 
p. ititulc tikaeao

5 s. imbut.l kaSao
p, i :mbu'ci tikaGao

6 s. u;khuni lulraSao

P .  i Jnlcuni tikaSao
7 uSudae 6uka6ao
8 ukudla kukasao

169. 'Phe prefix ka~ ac-y be placed before proper nanes 
to indicate "the son o f " :

£
Um^onyana kaMjoli (Urabonyana, the son of Lljoli)

compare

ukudla kukaMjoli (the food cf Mjoli) ‘

170, Examples;

Yintfo ka6ani le? (7hose thing is this?) '
isikhatsi sokuqala (the first time) 
isikhatsi sokugcina(the last time) •
indvodza yokuseSenta ensitnini (a man to work in the 

garden)
umuntfu wesi6ini (the second person) 
incwadzi yesitsatfu (the third bookj 
isifundvo seaine (the fourth lesson)

171, Demonstrative pronominal stems may also be used 
as the basis of a possessive, thusi

iv
inja yalenkwe&kwa (the dog of this “boy) 
ilihlo lalomtswana (the eye of this child) 
i:nkono taieyankosi (the cattle of yonder chief) 
u.’khambo lwala6a (the journey of these)

172. In addition, qualificative pronominal stems 
may be usedi

(m,ir father's horse)
” horses)

(" *' chair)
(" " chairs)
(" " goat)
(M !l goats)
(" " piece

of firewood) 
(*' " firewood) 
(" " height)
(" " food)
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itandla taSakhulu (the hands of the big onea - people) 
uo6aia wesekati (the colour o f  thri cat's - akin; 
isandla semhlophe (the colour of the whites one - ohJ.ssf)

173, Pcasessives may be formed from enumerative pronouns 
by jplaoing the corresponding possessive root before the 
enumerative pronoun: ' .

i:nkomo ta6o 6onke (the cattle of all of them - people) 
i:nkomo taSo 6odawa (the cattle of them only ~ people) 
i Jnkomo ta6o 6o6a6ini (the cattle of them both - people)
i Jtapohdvo tato to : mb ini ( the horns of them both -

cattle)

174. Adverbial stems may serve as the basis of 
posseseives 5

inkomo yalapha (a beast of here) • 
umhlcla i/yakhona (a local custom)

175* A >relocative -k- is inserted between' the j
possessive conoord and the locative cor?>mnoing in a ; j
vowel when forming a possessive: " ' ;

■■ ingca yaltemfuleni (river grass) ■ ;•
inkomo yakekhaya (a beast from home) !,i
umhlola wakenipumal&iiga (an Eastern custom) U
a&antswana Salcendlini ('Children of the house) p. 
itindlu t&kemtini (houses of the kraal)

‘ This -k- is probably the remnant of an old forma- .. 
tive possibly meaning "'pertaining to” , »

176, Note the following contracted. foyma in teriaa o f  
rslationahipi The contraction is probably due to 
attrition from toora frequent usage:

umntfanam (my child)
umntfanako (thy child)
umntfanafio (their child) . ‘

178* I 
Positive 
aeven moo 
tive, Par 
are divi 
Present, 
are divicl 
and Exclu 
mannere>

■- Fo 
made to B

179, Th 
number:

-tel (say 
ehd in -i
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■CHAP'IBR XI 

THE VERB '

177, L-he simplest form of the verb, except the impera­
tive arj. *ohe infinitive, is composed of the subiectival 
verb concord and the verb atem,

178, _ Ir. Baca the verb consists of "y;o conjugations, 
rositJive and. Negative; the conjugation a are divided into 
seven moods, Infinitive, Imperative, indicative. Suhiuno- 
tive Participial, Potential and Contingent; the moods 
are divided into five tenses, lemote Past, Immediate Past, 
Present, Immediate Puture and Remote Future; the tenses 
ar® divided into three implications, Simple, Progressive 
and Exclusive; the implications are divided into three 
manners, Indefinite, Continuous and Perfect,

“ For definitions of these terms, reference may he 
made to Doke’s "Bantu Linguistic Terminology", '

179, The varieties of verb stems in Baca are fnur in 
number:

(l) Regular dissyllabic stems ending in -a:

tsandza (love) 
lrhamba {ti’avel) 
cela (ask)

\ 3) Monosyllabic stems:

-ya (go)
-dla (eat)
-ta (come)
-tsa (pour, name)

-tsi ( say) and tsho ( say) are irregular in that they 
end in -i and -o  respectively.



(3 ) Vowel commencing stems:

-anta (do, make)
»onfa. (spoil, sin)
-fembatsa ' cover with a blanket) 
_esa6a (fear)

-ati (know) has the irregular ending in -i.

(4) Derived stems:

These may be formed generally by suffixes from:

(a) Other'verb stems ■
(b) Houn or adjectival roots
(o) Idejjphones.

Thus: (a) tsandzisisa (love fervently)
(b) Ulonipha (pay raspect)
(c) (dazuka) (split apart)

VERB CONCORDS

180. The verb must have a subjectival concord showing 
its relationship to its subject and may take an objec-
tival concord indicating its agreement with the object. 
The objectival concord is always placed immediately

before the verb stem.

181. The subjectival /erb concords are:

1st Person 
End Person

3rd Person 01, 1

2

ndi- 
u- (low

tone) 
u- (high

tone)

si-
ni-

6a»

i-



102. In the past tansea tiese become:

Singvlar Plural

let Person 
2nd Person 
3rd Person Cl.

nda:- sa:
wa:» na:

1 wa:- 6a;
s va:- ya;
3 lt\ t 8!«
4 sa ta:
5 ya:- ta:
6 lwa:- ■ ta:
7 6a
S kwa: «

1S3, The objeccival verb concords are:

1st Person -ndi- -3i~
2nd Person -ku- -ni-
3rd Person Cl. 1 -m- -6a-

2 -WU- -yi-
3 -li- -wa-
4 -si- —t i—
5 -yi- -ti-
6 * -lu- - -ti-
7 -6u-
8 -ku-

REGULAR BISi'j I'LL ABIC VsRB STEMS

164. Most simple verb stems have two syllables anti 
end in the vowel -a. Thus: 1

khamba (travel)
funa (want)
tsandza (like)
kahitsha, kwitsha (strike)
fika (arrive)
lima (plough)
ti6a (not to heed)



St

JfAWAOSYLLABIG VBRB SrrSlIB

185, -These consist of a monosyllable. 
t̂dweap=̂ rfiw«'p=rase5^  ff#. Uonosyllabic verb stervs

require snecial treatment in the imperative and in the 
diminutive formations. C?here are three types:

186, (1) Regular monosyllabic v OX* 0 steras :

. -6a (be, become) -nya (excrete)
-dia (eat) -pha (give)
-fa (d ie) -sa (dawn)
-hlwa (become dark) -tsha (burn)
-kha (dip up) -tsa (pour, name)
-lwa (fight) ~wa (fall)
-na (rain) -y& (go to)

187. (2) Monosyllabic verb stems with latent i-:

-rna (stand) -ta (come)
-mba (dig) • -va (hear)

* The influence of the latent i- is perceived 
when the vowel a- comes immediately before the stem 
proaucing e- by cbalescenoe, thus:

ngeva (I heard) from nga-(i}~va

188. (3) Defective monosyllabic verb stems,

There are two such verbs:

-tai ( say) , < ‘
-tsho ( say) ‘

VOWEL VERB SEEMS '

189. These fall under three headings';

(1) Those with stems commencing in a-, e*# 
o-. Thus:



-a6a (distribute)
-ahhula (conquer)
-akha (build)
-ala (refuse)
.-alnfca, -eluka (go out to

graze)
-alusa (herd)
-andza (increase)
-anela (suffice)
-anga (kiss)
-aphuka (break)
-e6a (steal)
-e6ula (strip bark)
-ehla (go down) .
-ela (winnow)
-enwaya (scratch)
-elama (come next in birth) , 
-elapha (treat medicinally) 
-eluka (go out to graze)
-elula (stretch, walk fastk, 
-embatsa (cover with shawl 

or blanket) 
-etnuka (take by force> snatch) 
-ena (be overgrown)
-enama (be happy)
-enana (exchange)
-endza (of girl: consent to 

marriage)
-enqena (be lazy)
-enta (make)
-ephula (take out of a pot,

break)
-egqa (jump)
-esa6a (fear)
-etshela (court)
-eyisa (be disobedient)
-okha (tease, transfer fire) 
-oma (of soil: be dry)
~ona (spoil, ein)
-ondza (be thin)
-ondia (rear a child)
~onga (be economical)
-opha (bleed.)
~osa (roast)
-otsa (warm oneself)
-otela (be drowsy)



(2 ) Those with variant non-vowel forma: 

-edlula (be taller, stouter) alula
-efundsa (learn) fundza
-emitaa (be pregnant) mitsa
-emuka (go away) muka
-esukia, (be more than) suka
-etsemba (hope) tsemba

13) Defective vowel verb -ati (know)

IKFIBXION OP THE VERB STEM

THE PKRflECT iSTBM

190. The perfeot stem is used in the immediate past 
tense. With certain verbs which express a state already 
completed and' still persisting, the perfect stem is used 
in the pre^nt tense; these verbs are called atative 
verbs, ' _

List of stative verbs :

Sotshwa (be in prison)
6onakala (appear, be visible)
Sutsana (be"gathered together) 
catsha (hide) 
oe6a (be fat, stout) 
oindzeveleka (be in trouble) 
cwila (be under water)

-enaSa (sit with legs out)
-ena.ua (be happy)
-0hlutsa(be full)
-etsemba (trust) 
hlakanipha (be wise) 
hlala (ait, remain) 
hlonipha (pay respect) 
khatsala (be tired) 
kwela (ride)
khulu]eka (be free, be in labour) 
lamba (be hungry)

-ma (stand,* cease) 
ngcangwa (be lifted up)



-oma (be thirsty) 
phakama (be lifted up) 
phatsa (hold, carry) 
phila (be healthy) 
tahona (be bankrupt)

PERFECT S t t  FORMTXQIf

191. Rule 1: Change the final vowel to -ile

khamba (travel) khambile 
tsandzeka (be lovable) tsandzekile 
hlala (sit) hlalile*

-ma (stand) mile
ati (know) atile

192. Rule 2: Verbal forms ending in ~ala, -ela, 
-elela, -ula, appear to be irregular:

Sophela (tie for) -Sophele or-6ophelile 
hla6elela (sing) -hl&6elele 
khutaula (take off) ikhumulile
lala ( sleep) -lele or -lalile
6ulala (kill) -Sulelo or -Sulalile

193. Rule 3' A long, stressed -© may be substituted 
for the final vowel:

fika (arrive) fike t

194. Rule 4 : The final part only of diminutive 
forme of verbs aa&umes the perfect form:

yaiva (hear a little) -vaivile 
gijigijima (run -a -gijigi jimile

little) .. , •

195. Rule 5: Passives substitute -iwe for -wa in 

the perfect:

, m m
■r,i

■). :
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Fote:

Sonwa (be seen) 
Sunjwa (be oaught) 
qhutulwa (be struck)

But derivatives ending in 
into ~elwe:

khanjelelwa (be 
visited) 

vakatshelwa (be 
visited) 

fikelwa Che visited) 
Note: hlatshelelwa (be sung)

6oniwe 
6anjiwe 
qhutulwe

-elv/a change -elwa

Ichanjelelwe

vakatshelwe

fiko^Uwe 
hlatsheleliwe or
hlatshelelwa

196,, Rule 6 : The following are irregular:

-tsho ( say) -tshilo
hlutsa (be full) hlutai or

hlutsilb 
-tsi ( say) ~tse

PASSIVE

197,. Passive verba always require to be followed by 
a copulative formed from the substantive expressing the 
agent -<*> .*

Ndiqhutulwe litshe (I have been struck by a
stone) • 

Bakholiwe (or 6aneleeiwe) utni (They believe
, me)

itintfo etifunwa *a 6antfu (things which ere 
. wanted by the people)

198, Rule li The a&in rule for the formation of 
the pas-sivs is to substitute -\va for the final vowel of 
the verb ate mi

tsand&a (love) tsandzwa
kwitBha (strike) kwitshwa

" W i t h  low tone on a- ~ ‘ ' 1



19§, Rule B : Monosyllabic Verb stems and dissyllabic 
vowel verb stems take -iwa in places of the final vowel:

aoo.

-akha (build) -akhiwa
-ati (know) -atiwa
-dla ( eat) -dliwa
-enta (do) -ehtiwa
-osa (roast) -osiwa
-'pha (give) iphiwa
-tsi (say) -tsiwa

Rule 3 : The verb 6ulala is irregulrr: 

6ulala (kill) Gulawa

201, Buie 4: If  the final syllable of the verb stem 
contains a bilabial consonant., this consonant  changes 
to the corresponding prepalatal sound before -wa ie 
suffixed: .

ph becomes v,sh 
b j
6 11 t sh­

in
rab

ny
ad

hlupha (tease) 
boba (apeak) 
t i6a (not to 

heed) 
luma (bite) 
6amba (catch)

hi ut sir.,-a
bojwa
titshwa

Xunywa
San^vo,

202, Rule S: Verbal derivatives generally form 
fcheir passives according to Rule 1:

taandzoia (like for) tsandzelwa

But note:

Ganjwana I be caught b y  one another )

NEUTER

203, She neuter fora indicates a neuter state 
without im .yii\: an agent.
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Baca usee two suffixes -eka and -akala, whioh are 
substituted for the final vowel of the verb stem to form 
the neuter.

204, Examples:

-ati (know)
6ona (see) 
ounula (annoy)

-esafta (fear) 
funa (want) 
khatsata (annoy)

tfama ( send)

tsandza (love) 
tshisa (burn)

•va (hear)

-ateka (get knovm) . 
Sonakala (be visible) 
ounuleka (be irri­

tated) 
-esa6eka (bo fearful) 
funeka (be in. demand) 
khatseka (be irri­

tated) 
tfumeka (be trans­

missible) 
tsandzelca (be lovable) 
tshiseka (get burnt) 
vakaia, veka (be 

audible)

305. Hot© the following formations:

Sona (see) 
t ihla (hid©) 
khola (satisfy) 

-otia (sin) 
sita (help)

-va (hear)

<*&£&-

6onska, 6oriakala 
fihleka, fihlakala 
kholeka, • Jchol&kala 

-onakala 
siteka, is it akala 
veka, vakaia ,

■AJPXiXBD

206* Ihe applied form of the verb indicates aotion 
with reference to soffie object, thus:

ukumtfungela uma i:logwe (to sew for my 
mother a frock)
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207, The rule is to suffix -ela in place of the final 
vowel of the verb stem:

-akha (build) -akhela (build for)
6amba (grasp) Sambela (grasp for)
dlula (pass) dlulela ngemSini (pass

, by in twos)
fika (arrive) fikela (visit)
hlala (wait) hlalola (wait for)
khamba (travel) khambela (visit)

-ona (spoil) -onela (spoil for)
phuma (go out) phumela phandle (go

outside)
suka (go out) sukela (attack)

Note that -tsho (say) becomes -tsholo.

200. Other verbal derivatives may have applied forms:

Neuter: vuleka (coma open) * vulekela
Causative: ngenisa (bring in) ngenistla
Intensive: 6utisisa (ask care- Sutisiscla

fully)

209 The applied form is used to express "why?" or 
"whatA?" when used w*. bh "-ni?" the interrogative suffix:

UseSentelani? (What do you work for?) 
Bandifunelani? (Why do they want me?) 
Ukutsholoni lokhu? (Why do you say that?)

210, Used with the reflective affixal formative, -ti-, 
tue applied form means to act "on behalf of oneself''.

ukutihlalela (to sit by oneself)
Lesisilondza sa:tivelela-nje (This sore just 

appeared by itself)
Ujkhula luyatikhulela (Weeds grow by themselves) 
ingq-.7dlj etitikhambelako (wagons which move by

themselves)



2 1 1 . Wots the use of the applied form in possessive 
constructions:

indlu yokudlola (dining room) 
i;bodwe lokuphekela (a pot to cook in) 
i :puleti lokudlela (a plate to eat from) 
i:nowadzi yokubalela (a writing book) 
i :tfunga lokusengela intfusi (a milking pot)

'^15* :#i

212. Notice the following expressions*.

Agiiimaphi amakwankwe? (At what place do the 
boys run?) *

Agijimelaphi amalcwenkvre? (To what - whither ~ 
do the boys run?)

Nda:wela etinyaweni ta6o (I fell down at their 
feet)

Inyamatana yawa emgodaini (The buck fell at 
the hole) • •«

Inyamatana yawola cmgodzini yafola khona (The 
buck fell into the hole and 
died there) -

216* 
action 
place bf'j

23,3, The applied form’may be used with passives:

Lomfati wa:felwa indvodaa nyaka edlulile
(Shis woroâ  was died for by her 
husband last year)

Sifikelwe ukweaaSa (we were overcome by terror) 
Bastshohelwa lilanga (They have been set for 

by the sun =*• they have missed 
their chance)

217. Pi 
uaed wit*

2 l4 4 The applied form of the verb may take two objects, 
on© of the simple idea and the other of the applied idea;

Ndiyamlethela umfundzisi incwadai (X am bring­
ing a book for the teacher) 

Watndonaia ingu6o yami (They spoilt my blanket 
. . " for as)

NdiyokukU6arabela lokhc (I will remember that 
against you)

Nd



215, The following expressions should bo noted:

Amahashi a thlange.iiaelwa ekatsi (The horses, 
were collected inside)

I :nka6i tilah3ekile e :gadini taSantfu (The ' 
oxen are lost in the people's 
gardens)

HSGIPROgjX

216,, The Reciprocal denotes reciprocation of  the 
action and in Baca is formed Tv, suffixing -e-'i in 
place of the final T o w e l :

-ati (know) -atana (know one another)
6ona (see) 6onan& (see one another)
kwitsha (strike) kwitshana (strike one

another)
landzela( follow) landzelanatfollow one

„ another)
sita (help) sitana (help one another)
tsandzs (love) tsandzana (love one

another)

817* Plural subjects and plural concords are usually 
used with reciprocal formsi

Amakwenkwo ayatshayana (The hoys are hitting 
each other)

Tsina siyatsandzana kodva nina niyazondana * 
(As for us we love one another,

. but you you hate each other)

Note the use of the singular:

I ihlosi lifana ne ikati (The serval resembles 
a cat) » \

Nda:hlangana nomlungu (I met a white man)



CAUSATIVE

218, The causative form of the verb implies a causa­
tion of the action of the verb. The usual rule is to 
suffix -isa in place of the final vowel of the verbal 
stem:

-ati (know)
Sopha (bind) 
khamba (travel)

nyatsa (drink) 
ngena (enter) 
aeSenta (work)

, -ta (coma)
tshona (be drawn 

into water)
-ya (go)

21'9, Irregular formations 
ending In i-ka and -la:

-ehlika (go down)

-embatsa (cover) 
fudvumala (be 

__ warm)
■=&.-&q.\xb -

khatsala (be tired) khatsata
limala (be hurt) liaata
suka (go away) eusa
aondzela (approach) sondzeta
tfala (carry) tfesa tfalisa

. £he causative form may be used to express "to 
help to 'i

Sitonilimisa kusasa (YFe shall help you to 
TT„ plough tomorrow)
UGamedze uyandakhisa (C-aaedze helps me to 

 ̂ build)
Manindisengise (Please help me to milk)

-atisa (make known)
Sophisa (oause to bind) 
khambisa (cause to 

travel) 
nyatsisa (give to dririk) 
ngenisa (put in) 
aeSentisa {use)

-tisa (bring) 
tshonisa ( cause to 

draw into water)
-yisa (send)

occur with verb stems

-ehliaa ( oause to go 
down)

-embesa, -embataiea 
fudvumeta .
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causa- 
is  to 

re r bed

0  .
) bind) 
/Q
rel)
i dririk)

331. Followed by a qualificative pronoun formed from 
a possessive with class 8 concord, the causative may be 
used to express ,!to act like":

Balwisa okwetinja (They fight like dogs) 
Akakhambisi okwaSanye a6antfu (He does not 

walk like other people) 
Ukhambisa oko :i,wa6u (He walks like a chame-

Fundzisa olcomlungu (Read like a European)

go

a

“ to

to

to

)

323. The causative form of a transitive verb may 
take two objects:

fa indltshengisa rnna isiqaia6aseligxa (He
showed me a boekenhout tree) 

Ndinyaisise amanti (Please give me some water 
to drink)

INTENSIVE

323, The intensive form expresses intensity or quick­
ness of action, In Baca it is formed by suffixing -iaiaa 
in place of the final vowel of the verbal stem:

Quta (ask)
6ona (see) 
befca (look) 
khamba (travel) 
lalela (obey) 
landela (follow) 

“Otna (dry] 
tsandza (love)

Sutisiaa (aak persistently) 
Sonisisa (see clearly) 
bekisisa (look carefully) 
khambisisa (travel hard) 
lalelisisa (obey quickly) " 
laudelisisa (follow fast) 

-omisisa (dry thoroughly) 
tsandzl pi* (love dearly)

DIMINUTIVE

224. The diminutive form of the verb indicates the 
idea of "doing a little".
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225,  Rule 1 : 
the stem:

Regular dissyllabic verbs simply repeat

6ona (see) 
cotaha (pick up) 
geza (wash) 
gqeka (split) 
khamba (travel) 
linga (try) 
ncuraa (smile)

6ona6ona (see indistinctly) 
cotahacotsha (pick up a little) 
gezageza (wash a little) 
gqekagqeka (split a little) 
khambakhamba (walk about) 
lingalinga (try a little) 
ncumancuma (smile a little)

qela (be aeoustomed)qelaq.ela (be acquainted)

226* Rule 2 : Polysyllabic verbs repeat the first 
two syllables which are placed before the stem:

fiaieka (runaway) 
6ulala (kill) 
oaoamba (split) 
tSimula (sneeze)

6ale6aleka‘ (run away a little) 
6ula6ulala (kill a little) 
cacacacamba (split a little) 
tsimutsimula (sneeze a little)

327, Rule 3 : Monosyllabic verb stems insert -(y)i- 
between the repetitions of the verb stem:

-dla (eat)
-fa (die)
■.kha (draw water)

-ma (stand)
-tsho (say)
-va (hear)

dla(y)idla (eat a little) 
faifa (be indisposed) 
khaikha (draw a li'ttle 

water)
mairaa (stand about) 
tshoiteho (say a little) 
va(y)iva (hear indistinotly)

220, Rule 4 : Dissyllabic vowel verb stems usually 
take -y- between the two repetitions:

-&kha (construct)

-ala (refuse)
-e6a (steal)
-enta (do)
-osa (roast)
-ona (sin)

-akhayakha (construct a 
little ) 

-alayaia (refuse a little) 
-e6ayeSa (steal a little) 
-entaenta (do a little) 
-osayosa (roast a little) 
-onayona (sin somewhat)



repeat

*iy) ,
little)

le )
0 
) .

•at

.ittle) 

■s  ̂ * ,tle) 
.ittie)

y)i-

L title)
id)
bile1'

Lttle)
istincstly)

slXy

Aot a 
tie) % 
little)

little)
fctle)
tittle)
whi&t)

81

239. Rule 5: Vowel verbs of more than two syllables 
repeat the real stem part after the rowel verb stem:

. -aiusa (herd) -alusaiuaa (herd a little)
-feSula (strip bark -e6ula6ula (atrip or skin 

akin an or) a little)
-elapha (doctor) -el&ptelapha (doctor a

■ little) 
-otela (feel drowsy)-otelatela (feel drowsy

' a little )•-, '

230, Examples of other derivatives are found but the 
formations are no longer in regular use:

Stativea in -ala: . *

Intransitive:

fudvumala (be hot) . * ' '
khatsala (be tired)
lala (sleep) * • •*

Transitive-: ■ "

Sulala (k?.ll)

Dispersive in -alalai

nyamalala (disappear)
„ .phangalala (be stone dead) ' „

Stative in -ama: ' ‘

oatsama (sneak away) 
lulama (cheer up) 
nyakama (frown)
phakama (get up from sitting position)

Oontactive in -at saJ

-embatsa (wrap round) 
khankata& (\aoold pe'rsistently) 
mbarabatsa (pat) 
phatsa (carry in the hand)



Perfeotive in -elela:

6ambelela (hold on) 
fikelala (arrive right at)

There are other lasis important derivatives,

VERBS DERIVED ISOM NOUITAl ROOTS

231. • There appear to be only two of theas:

hlonipha (pay respect) from -hloni 
vilapha (be lasy) from -vila

3W* . ' ijffil 
inveatigal 
an&lysiS’, | 
available:

VERBS flERXVEB FROM IDEOPHOUES

232. This is eetl&ew important section which has still 
to be worked out.

-mbo (of covering), mboaa:

Amafu amboza ilanga (The cloudg obscure the
sun)

THE REFLEXIVE

233. In Baca the reflexive affixal formative is ~ti- 
for all numbers and classes and is placed immediately 
before the active verb stem:

ukuti6ulala (to kill oneself) 
ukutitshaya (to hit oneself) 
ukutitshisa (to Id urn oneself)

235. The 
the vej'baj

236. fo i 
before -o 
and -all

&M  the
n
au

Mr
Priigr
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CHAPTER XII

the Verb

CONJUGATIONS

334. The verb system of Baca has not been exhaustively 
investigated. This requires a detailed sifting and 
analysis of copious texts which at present are not 
avaliable. ’

INFINITIVE

£!35. ’ The Infinitive is formed by prefixing uku- to 
the verbal stem:, »

‘ ukuehu6a (to end)
' ukuSintsa (to be silent)

ukuboba (to speak)

236, Vowel Verbs drop the final -u of the prefix ‘ 
before -o and ohange it to the semi-vowel w~ before -a 
and -e: '

ukona (to sin) 
ukwaphuka (to break) 
ukwenwaya (to scratch)

; 237, In the negative the fihal vovvel is changed to *4 ‘
1 and the auxiliary formative -hga- ia inserted after Uku~:

js; ukungatsaiidzi (not to love)
j ukungati (not to know)

The negative hiay be used in two other implications:

;■ Progressive: ukungaaatsandzi (no longer to love)
I Exclusive: ukungakafcsahdzi (net y«t to love)



The Infinitive may take an objeotival concord: 

ukumkwitsha (to hit him)

ITERATIVE

338. Rule 1: The imperative singular of regular 
diasyllabic and polysyllabic verbs is the simple stem 
ending in -a, and the plural suffixes -ni :

khamba (go.1) khambani (go ye l )
shuea (finish,1) shu6ani (finish ye.')

239, Rule 2: Monosyllabic verb stems prefix i- or yi- 
in the singular and -ni is suffixed in the plural:

-va (come) iva ( comoJ ) ivani (oomo ye I) 
-dla (eat) idla (eati) idlani (eat ye} )  
-tea (halt) (y)ima (halt.1) (y)imani

ye.')
-taho (say) (y)itsho (say*) (y)itshoni

(say yeJ)
-tsi (say) (y)itsi (say,1) (y)itsini ;

( say ye J)

240. Rule 3 i Vowel verbs prefix y- in the singular 
and, in addition, suffix ni in the plural:

-akha (build) yakha, yakhani
-oaa (roast) yosa, yosani

241. For the negative of the imperative, tfc; deficient 
verb musa (singular) and musani (plural) is used:

Musa ukuounula inja (Don't tease the dog) 
Ningakwenti lokho (Don't do that) •

242. I f  the objectival concord is expressed before 
the imperative the final -a becomes ~e and the final 
-ani beoomes -eni:

kwitsha (strike') ,
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tikwitshe (hit them.') 
sitshene (tell us.1)

Certain tenses of the subjunctive mood ^receded 
by the auxiliary formative ma~ or a-, may be used 
imperatively: ' 7

(mjasikhambe (let us go?)
(m)a6atshetshe (let them make haste.')

INDICATIVE

(1) SIMPLE IMPLICATION

244» Present Positive *.

(a) The indefinite present tense is given in full

1st Person

Singular

nditsandza

Plural

sitsandza

2nd Person
(I love) 

utsandza nitsandza
3rd Person Cl. 1 utsandaa 6atsandsa

2 utsandga itsandza
3 Xit«3andz& atsandza
4 sitsandza titsandza
5 itsandza titsandza
6 lutsandza titsandza
7 Sutsandza8 kuteandza

(b) Continuous: ndiyatsandza (I am loving)

(c) Perfect: ndilele (I am asleep)

245. Present Negative :

(a) Indefinite and Continuous:



246,

247.

248*

Singular

1st Person anditsandzl (I do
not love)

2nd Person awuisandzi
3rd Person Cl, l akatsandzi

■(b) Perfect:

andilele (I am not asleep)

Immediate Past Positive ;

(a) Indefinite:

nditaandzile (I  loved) ‘

■(b) Continuous:

6enditsandsa (I wag loving)

(c) Perfect:

6ondileie (1 was asleep)

Immediate Past Negative:

(a) Indefinite i

andits&ndzanga (I did not love)

(b) Continuous4 ‘

6endingatsands1 (I was not loving)

( o) Perfect: .

Sandingalele (I was not asleep)

Paat Positive ;

(a) Indefinite:

ndait&atidza (I loved)
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249.

250.

251*

(b) Continuous:

nda:(Se)nditsandza (I was loving)

(o) Perfect:

nda:{ (Se)ndilele (1 was asleep)

Past Negative:

(a) Indefinite:

anditsandaanga (I did not love)

(b) Continuous:

nda indlngataandai (I was not loving)

(o) Perfect; _

nda,‘ndingalele (I was not asleep)

(a) Indefinite: .

nditatsandaa (l shall love) '

(b) Continuous: *

nc!ita(u)6enditaandza (I shall be loving)

( q) Perfect:

ndita(u)6endilela (I shall be asle«£)

Immediate Future .Negative.:

(a) Indefinite:

avQ nditataandza (I shall not love)

■rift



(b) Continuous:

nditai'6endingatsandzi (I shall not be 
‘ loving)

(o) Perfect:

nditauSendingaiele (I shall not be asleep)

252, Remote Future :

Instead, of -ta- of ‘Jhe immediate future, use the 
verbal auxiliary -ya~:

ndiyatsandza (I shall love)

(2) PROGRESSIVE IMPLICATION

253. The tenses are basically uhe same aa the 
corresponding tenses of Zulu; effect has to be given 
to the sound changes between the two languages.

(3) EXCLUSIVE IMPLICATION

354. , The remarks, in the previous paragraph apply*

SUBJUNCTIVE

255. The present tehse, positive and negative, is 
basically the same as the Zulu.

This tense has the same uses as in Zulu, being 
used after the conjunctions uku6a (ukutsi rarely), ukute 
in "final clause1' construction and in the imperative.

It is used after deficient verbs and certain 
conjunctions (e .g . kandae, khona)• the details have 
not been fully worked out.



89

be

asleep)

. the

ren

PARTICIPIAL

256. The participial appears not to differ from, and 
haB the saale uses &s in, Zulu. The conjunctions (e .g . 
kadze, lapho ►*. . .» khona) and the deficient verbs 
after which it is used have still to be ascertained.

POTENTIAL

257. The present and immediate past negatives were 
given a s ; '

ndingeke nditsandze 
Sendingeke nditsandze

respectively, apparently making use of  a dofic: >nt verb 
_ke and the subjunctive tnood, Otherwise the basis is . 
th& same as the Zulu.

CONTINGENT

lng
ukute

■VS.

258. This mood has not been worked out, Perhaps more 
than the other moods, the contingent should tt& built up 
by analysing texts.

. f t



CHAPTER XIII

nnwniwp TENSES

259, Compound tenses are formed with the help of 

deficient verbs.

The following examples illustrate three defici­
ent verbs followed by the subjunotive :

Musa ukuGuya wente lokhu futsi (Don't do 
this again 1}

Ndatcitsha ndawa (I nearly fell) . .
Nda:gula ndaSuya ndasindza (I was sick nd 

afterwards reoovered)

I+ is Verv probable that there are many such 
“ ?bs whloh are followed by tte “ bjm.oUTC, tS
participial and, may be, the infinitive.



CHAPTER XIV

THE COPULATIVE

2SI. In Baca the copulative is used to express a com­
plete predicate and to denote the agent o f the action 
after a passive verb: ' ,

Wakwifcshwa yilitshe (She was struck by a 
stone)

COPULATIVES FOBLBP FROM HOOTS

262. Rule 1 : Nouns,except the contracted plurals of 
•■Classes 5 and 6, with prefixes commencing in i- pre­
place y-: " • , ,

iiabuti (goat)

isilwane (wild
beast) 

iliwa (precipice) 
imitsi (villages) 
ilitshe ( stone)•

yimbuti (it is a 
goat) 

yisilwane ‘

yiliwa
yiraitsi
yilitshe

26 3, Rule S: Plural nouns of classes 5 and 6 revert 
to the full form and drop the initial i- :

i:nkomo (cattle) tinkomo
i:mbuti (goats) timbuti

, i :l2bambo (r ibs) t imbamb o
* i :mwa6u (chame:- timwa6u 

leons)
264. * Rule 3 : Nouns, except those of class 6 , the - 
prefixes of which commence in u—> o- or a- merely lower 
the tone on the. initial vowel:

ĵ̂ipillllll.llllWWIIIIipiiliiii III I'TinTTH
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umfati (wife) umfati
umutsi (village) umutsi 
amohlo (eyea) amehlo
o :6ao (our fathers) o:6ao 
uSuntfana (ehild- u6untfana 

hood)

265* Rule 4 : Singular nouns of class 6 revert to the 
full form of the prefix and drop the initial vowel;

u:dvonge (wall) ludvonga 

‘ COPULATIVES FORI,IBP FROM PRONOUNS

266. Absolute Pronouns : •
•* ; i

In the singular, the 1st and 2nd persons and' 
classes 1, 2 ,  6, 7 and 8, u- (with low tone) is pre­
fixed to the shortened form of the absoluto pronoujs: 
in classes 1 and 3 plural, a- (with low tone) is USad* 
In all other oases yi- is prefixed:

1st Person 
2nd Person 
3rd Person Cl.

umi yitsi
uwe yini
uye a6o
Uwo yiyo
yilo awo
yiso yito
yiyo yito
ulo yito

u6o
u’co

In the negative the

''Wo kumi 
ave kuwe 
ave kuyo 
ave kuwo

forms are:

ave kuyitsi 
ave kuyini 
ave kUa6o 
ave kuyiyo

‘Of, Immediate Future Negative,



•fro the 
e l :

and* 
pre- 

loun4,
3 uaed*

i ave kuyilo •:ive kuawo
'! ave kuyiso ave kuyito
f ave kuyiyo ave K'lyitc
5 ave kuulo ave kuyito

5 ■ ave lcuu6o
/ ave kuuko

267. Demonstrative Pronouns: , ; .

The singulars of classes 1, B, 6 , 7 and 8 prefix 
u- (with low tone) and the plurals of classes 1  and 3 
prefix a- (with low tone) ,  the others prefix yi-..

First Demonstrative ; .

ulo alafca
ulo yile
yileli alawa
yilesi yileti
yile yiieti
ulolu yileti

ulo6u ,
UlokU . ;

„ In the negative the form is:

Ave kualaSa (It is not those)

268. Enumerative Pronouns:

The formation is indirect, the enumerative pro­
noun being preceded by the copulative form of the 
absolute pronoun* Thus:

Yitsi sonke (It is all of us)
Yito tonke (it is all of them - cattle)
A.60 Sonke (It is all of them - people) 
A60 6o6atsatfu (It is all three of them)

369« Qualificative Pronouns*: ■

In the formation of copulatives, q,u&lifioative 
pronouns lowei’ the tone on the initial, vowel; those 
formed from adjectives and relatives also lengthen



this vowel:

AiSakhulu (They are big ones)
A :6a6ovu (fhoy arv rod ones)
Olwami (It  is mine - a rib)

nOPPLATIVES PROM ADJECTIVES

2 7 0 i,- When the adjectival concord is dissyllabic, the 
initial vowel is elided; in the singular of class 5 the 
iaitial e- becomes i-:

COPULATIVES FROM RELATIVES

BVli  The subjootival verb aoneords are used instead 
of the relative concords:

I :hashi liSovu (The horfle ia red)
Incwadzi yakhe injanit (What is his book like?)

COPULATIVES FROM HUMERALS

0 ' ° .. ° • - u

272* The tone is lowared on the first syllable: 

Mifcsi mini leyo? (What trees are those?)

COPULATIVES.FROM ADVERBS

273, Adverbs commoncing in a consonant prefix some­
times yi- and sometimes ku~. A representative list of 
such copulatives requires to be analysed.in order to 
discover the underlying i4uioa,

}

I 
' fUmntfiimkhulu (The person is big) .

Ilivi lihle (The voice is pretty) f X
Inkosi indzala (The chief is old) v ,(
Imitsi miSini (The trees are two) 4
I  :nkomo tinhle (The catt-io are fine) M

, : .
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Examples:

Yilapho (It is hors) 
Kuketultt (it is on top) 
ICuphandle (It is Outside) 
Kukudzo (It is far away)

274, Copuj.ati vea "from 'adva rbe 
lik^ the ordinary yerb: . ‘

Infinitive:

Positive .

ukuSakhona (to be 
pro sent)

Imperative: yieakhoha
yi6anikhona

Indicative (Simple Implication)

Present: ukhona
I , Past: uGokhona
R, Past! waokhona

‘ X, Fut. i utafiakhona

R, Fut.: uyo6akhona

Subjunctive:

Present: ' aGokhona 
Pres, as 
Impt-ra- 

' tivd:

Participial: 

Potential:

akaSekhona

okhona

a/iga6akhona

njay be conjugated much

Negative

ukungaSikho

musu6akhona
musanu6akhoha

akokho 
uSongekho 
waongokho 

(akatuSalchona 
(utafiangokho

akayuSakhona
uyoSangokbo

anga6 ikho

akanga6ikho

ongokho

?

COPULATIVES S'ROi; LOC^-IVS ADVERL3

373. iiJhat has boon said above applies under this



r
1 "41 
'r?

heading, but a prolocativo —k— is placcd in front of 

the vowel:

Kukendlini (It is in the house)
Basofeondilni (They are in the house) 
Siyo6akenjgq.waq.wQni (Wo shall bo on tho road)

Glass

■4 I
.... i

r;

in i i*»

11 TO HAVE”

276. In Baca "have", '’possess" is expressed by usi.ng' 
the'subjectival verb concord and tho nocossary^auxilia­
ries, arid na- before the noun expressing what is 
possessed: - .

Umntfu unenkwenkwa (Tho person has a boy) . 
U6awo uno;nkomo etinyentx (My father has 

many oattlo) :

\S ?IIvf; t'i u

vi
If
If'

' I I"1 I
if I

U  ■■

I- ff

277, To express the negative the initial vowel of 
tho noun is elided:

Amatahaka aongenatindlu akanato nangoku 
(The Zulus had no houses.­

. they have none even now)

Copu latives  from  conjunctions

278. Copulatives are formed from1 conjunctions commen­
cing in oonsonanta by prefixing ku-:

Kungo6a andiso6enti uku6a ndingayitfpli imali
(It is beoause J do not w<Jrk that 
I do not earn money)' '

Kungatsi kunamanti la (It seems as if there ie 
water here)

LOCATIVE DEMONSTATIVE COPULATIVES

% U  \ \ ' 11
* .1 S'

279. Thoca signify "here is ", *there is" and "yonder 
is" respectively:
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road)

using*
jciXia-

>y) >
IS 

01

1[
* <

3o m ' Gn~

1, imali 
that

thoro, ie 

yonder

Of

First Second Third

Class 1 Si nangu

P. nampa
3 s, nangu

P. nandi
3 s. nali

p* nanka
4 s. nasi

p* nati
5 s. nandi

p* nati
6 s . nalu

p. nati
nampu
nakhu

nango
nampo
nango
nando
nalo
nanko
naso
nato
nando
nato
nalo
nato
nampo
nakho

nanguya: 
najnpay &: 
nanguya: 
nandijra: 
naliya': 
nankajrdC: 
n a s i y a : 

natiy£: 
nandiya: 
natiy£: 
naluy£; 
natiyd: 
nampuy^: 
nakhuyd:

Hangumuntfu (Hore is a person) 
Nato i:nkomo (There arc cattle)

8



CHAPTER XV

THE ADVERB

LOCATIVE ADVERBS FROM NOUNS

280. Rule l :  For all Glasses except la, elido the 
initial vowel of tho noun and substitute e- and in the 
place of the final vowel suffix as follows:

-en i for -a,
-eni for -e,
-ihi for -i,
-woni .for -o,
-wini for -u,

ukuqala (beginning) 
ilive {country) 
i : jiki (beer) 
i : sango (doorway) 
i:tulu (sky)

ekuqaleni
elivehi 
ejikini 
osangwoni 
otulwini

Exception: indlu (house) ondlini

281, Rule 2: Class 6 singular nouns may use the 
long form of tho prefix and change the initial vowel 
to e- or use the short prefix ^changed# *>:

uidvongo (wall) 
U;tsi (stick)

oludvongoni or o:dvongoni
o :tsini

Note: u:lwandlo (sea) c(lu)lwandleni or olwandle

pog Huie 3: Palatalisation sometimes takes place 
before substituting -eni for -o and -ini for -u Jhore 
tho final syllable of tho aoUh consists of a bilabial 
consonant followed by -o or -u:

6 becomes tsh 
ni " * ny

i :hlo6o (Summer) 
umlomo (mouth)

u6umnyama (black­
ness)

ohlotshoni 
omlonyoni or
omlomoni
oSumnyamoni
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365.  Notice

i ;ohoplio {corr.or} 
iei(“-*bu (calabash) 
isiiseSe (grindston 
isihlo6o (friend) 
umtfo&bo (spring) 
ib i6a:::bo (handle)

eohophini*
eaigubini
esitsebeni
esihlcSeni
erntfombini*
esiSarnbira*'

284, Some nouns.change the initial vowel only  in 
order to form locatives:

Ifate

. inhloko (.head) 
icini ‘(aid-day) 
uSusuku (night) 
ulr.vindla {Autuon} 
intshoniilanga (>7e at) 
iningitiau (South) 
i:tiko (fireplaoe) 
u«q.olo (back,
i :khaya (home)

enhloko
emini
eSusuku
e!r.v India ■
entshonalanga
onin^itirsu
etiko
emqolo
ekhaya or eichayeni

fff* +a^ 0G^ i7e? nouna, (except nouns indicating common
2 j 2 . n rivers, mountains-and towns are
*5 crs&nging -the initial vowel to o... Locatives
Cj. -‘.oreign pl^ce names iollow the sane rule :

i :oaSane (River near 
.Lourdes) 

amafacelo (Hiver 3 ,S ,
of Lourdes) 

Umzimkhulu (Umaitafchulu 
 ̂ River)

ecaSanS (Lourdes) 

emafaSele

emalmkhulu (UmzimkhuTu) 

emnamb iti (Ladysmith)

- £"a8 f o u S ^ I  ',d'rerts 00- “ oi"g in a vowel prepl»o.

(1) When used in forming copulatives;

A6ant^6altendlini (The people are in the 
house)

Sikekhaya (We are at .iome)
tllcudla kukemlonyeni (The food is in the 

mouth) u



TJkekufeni (He is near death)
XwaSaksgceni lokho (That happened in the 

forest)

(2) T?hen used in forming possessives:

indlu yakentaa6erii (the hill house) 
urauntfu wakethekwini (a Durbanite)

(3) When used with the- copulative formative oa~

entsaSeni naksmfuleni (on the hill and 
_ • at the river)

skuphileni nakekufeni (in life and in
death)

(4) When used with the adverbial formatives :

nga- (near, towards)
njenga- (like, just as)
nganga- (nearby) _

njengakekhaya (just as at home)
ngangakempini (near the army)

287. All nouns of class la form the locative by pre­
fixing ku-'J in the singular the initial vowel of the 
noun is elided and in the plural the„-u- of“feu- is 
elided!

umakoti (bride) kumakoti , ’
uGazaedse (Gamede) kuGamedze .
unina (his mother) kunina
0 rnogwaja (hares) ko :nogwaja
aSoMaduna (the Hadunas) kuSoMaduna

388. A person's name to which kwa- is prefixed, 
indicates a kraal named after a chief or an owner:

uMaduna (Msduna) kwaMaduna (at Maduna's kraal)

289. In the same manner, the possessive locative kwa- 
Is prefixed to possessive roots:



kwatsi (at, toj etc ., our kraal, home, etc.) 
kwafio (at,. to, etc., their kraal, home, etc.)

LOCATIVE ADVERBS ffROII PBOgQOTS

290. Absolute Pronouns :

- Locatives are formed from absolute pronouns by 
prefixing leu- to the short form of the -pronoun, except 
in the 1 st and 2nd persons, plural, which prefix tori-:

.' , Singular Plural

let Person kumi kwitsi
2nd Person kuwe kwini
3rd Person Cl. 1 kuye ■ kuSo

S kuwo leuyo

The plurals of class 4, 5 , -and 6 may be kuto 
or kwito.

291, Demonstrative 'Pronouns:

• ; ‘ -.These prefix ku- to form the locative:

. Glass 5 s. kule kuleya k u i e y & i • ::
p. Iruleti kuletiya kuletiya: '

292, _, Bnumerative Pronouns :

To form the locative the enumerative pronoun is
precede#, by the locative formfefl1. from the corresponding 
absolute pronoun:

. kuto. tanks (to all of them)
kuye yomi6ini ( to both of them) -

29i3„ 5ualif ieative Pronouns :

The locative formative ku- is preplaced to form 
locative adverbs with the following ehanges: ‘



and with adjective and relative pronouns there is vowel 
lengthening, e*g, kwa: -

kwa:6akhulu (to the big ones) 
kowami (to mine) 
kwelami (to mine)

Sitakhetsa kwetetsfu (W^ shall choose from ours)

294. Examples of  adverbs showing locative forms!

e ekutsini (sometrhere)
embi (in front) 
ekutsinitsini (somewhere) 
etu (on top of) 
etansi (downstream) 
ekatai (within) 
emva (after)
embini (before, in front of) 
eluSaia ( in the open)

ku kudzala (of old) 
kudzo (far off) 
kufitshane (near)

pha phakadze (for ever) 
phandle (outside) 
phanai (beneath, down)

295. When these locatives are used with substantives, 
the latter take a prolix kwa- or na-:

kwa ekatai kwendlu (Inside the house) 
embi kwami (in front of me) 
etu kwentsaSa (on top of the hill) 
phandle k^omuti (outside tho kraal)

na etansi nomfula (down the river)
kudze no tout i (far fr*oa the village) 
phanai nodvonga (at the foot of the wall)



ADVERBS PROM ADJECTIVAL AM) RELATIVE STEMS

296. These may be formed by prefixing ka- to 
adjectival and relative stems.

Adjectival stems: ■

ka£i (badly) 
lcaSini ( twice, again) 
kanyenti (frequently)

. . kanye ( once)
" ' katsatfu (three times)

Relative s tem s;

kaSuhlungu (painfully) 
kamnandzi (pleasantly)
kangaka (as great as that)

ADVERBS CONSTRUCTED. WITH THE FOHMATIVBS :

kuna- (with respect to), na- (with), nga- (by reason of), 
nganga- (the size of), njenga.- (like).

£97 * Examples:

kuna- uZwezwe mkhulu kunami (Zwozwe is bigger
than I)

Itimvu tincane kune inkorao (Sheep are 
smaller than cattle)

Incwadzi tami tinyenti kunetakho (My books 
are more numerous than youra)

na- Ukhamba nonja (He walks with a dog)
Wala neinkomo (He refused with -to give­

. cattle) 
hami (with me) 
naleti (with these)
nato tonts atfu (with all three of them) 
iielakhe (with h is )



nga- ngarni (through me)
Wa .‘mtshaya ngelitshe (He hit him with fi­

st one) . 
ngokutsha (newly) (
ngokumnandiii (pleasantly) 
ngokokwati (by what is of knowledge) 
ngokoSudvodza (by what is of manliness)
I :nq.ola etikhamba ngokwato (wagons which 

travel of their own accord)

nganga- intfo engangayo (a thing which is as
big as it)

n-jenga- Tigijima njengatinja (They run like doga) 
njengaket ul wini (as in heaven)

NOUNS USED ADVERBIALLY

298. The following are examples: 

i :tolo (yesterday)
kutsandi nai :tolo (the day before yesterday) 

and yesterday) 
ngangai :toio (on the day before) 
impela (really, in truth) 
inyaniso (really, in truth) 
isikhatsi sonke (all the time) 
i:nsuku tonke (always, every day)

VARIOUS ADVEEBS

299. The fallowing are a few examples :

khonangoku (right now, at once) 
kutsandi (the day before ye& ,orday 
kwaaihlwa (at dusk, in the evening) 
na? (indicating a question) 
namhla, namhlanje (today)



CHAPTER 3CVT

THE IDEOPHOKE

300. Tho ideophone, or "impressative" as one Baca 
calls it, is an adverb which describes a predicate in 
some way, and is usually used with soma form of the 
verb ukutsi (to say). It is a part of speech which 
hardly exists in European languages, although in English 
we say: It went 'bang', 'pop' or 'flop ',

301, The following are various examples: 

bu: :

oeke

cifi

cdlci

ewe:

£ ente

fohld

(of crashing down)
Indlu yawa yats5 ”*u:: (The house

■ camo crashing down)

(of bright green)
tCuiuhlata ceke (It is bright green)

(of fat man walking)
Utsi cifi (He walks heavily)

(of plenty)
X :jiki ligewele 13 +ge ciki (The

beer was plentil'il)

(of green or blue)
Kuluhlata ewe: (It is as blue as 

the sky or as green as the 
grass)

(of sitting With arms around the 
logs)

Uhleli utse fonts (Ha sat with his
arms around his legs;

(of crushing)
Wamtsi fohlo enhloko (He crushed

his skull)
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r| ■

-I ,i

{ fumalala
■-j
J

■'j gengelele

I gombokoqo
I

i gubu

I hlokotfo

j

■"i jwe:i]

v| urtja:

m| nca:

A nka:

. -i

!| nku *.

;; j

til nqi :1 •[
’ ■ "I

■ j nqo

(of wind blowing)
Umoya uyafutsa utsi f u : :  {The wind 

is blowing hard)

(of fat man falling) 
vVawa wattsi fura&lala (Ee fell flop)

(of falling backwards)
\7aw& watsi gengelele (He fell 

sprawled on his back)

{of falling head over heels)
Wawa watsi gombokoqo (He fell head 

over heels) •

(of vraking with a start)
VTavuka watsi gubu (He woke up with

a start)

(of a short sleep)
Ndifuna ukulala nditsi hlokotfo 

(X want to have a nap)

(of grass green)
kuluhlata jwe: (It  is grass green)

(of lying flat) .
Lala utsi mba: (Lie down flat)

(of hiding)
Koatsc-ma utsi nca: (Hide yourself)

•

(of sleeping with moith open)
Ulele ukamisile 1 tse nka: (He 

Bleeps with his mouth wide 
open)

(of drinking well)
Phuza utsi nku: {Drink your fill)

(of sticking tight)
U.->yawo luqinile (lutsi) nq,i (The 

leg stuck fast)

(of straightneoa) , , .
Yimj.itsi rqo (Stand perfectly straight)
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b wind

flop)
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ntwe:

phama

saga

(of, tearing)
WidzaSula wayitsi ntwe ; (He 

ripped it)

(of plenty)
Amanti agcvrsle atsa phama (The 

water wau plentiful)

(of heat)
Lifialele litse saga (It is aoorohing 

hot)

tu (high tone) (of a crowd being silent)
Batfula Satsi tu (They were dead 

quiet)

vu ::

xafa

xif i

Xo

Xunu

yoi t

aala

(of wind biowing)
Uraoya uyafutsa utsi vu: :  (The wind 

is blowing hard)

(of crushing)
Wamtei xafa enhloko (He broke his 

alcull)

(of oruahing)
1rTamtsi xifi enhloko (He broke his 

skull)

(of snoring)
UyaXona utsi Xo Xo (He snores)

(of cutting an animal's ears)

(of deep sleep)
ffalala watai yoi : (He went fast 

asleep)

(of fast rUi.ning) 
ilagijiaa watsi aala (He ran fast;
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CHAPTER XVII

^ ^ C O N J U N C H O N

302, The following are examples:

Non-influencing:

futsi (moreover, also) 
kantsi (whereas)

• kepha (but)
kodva (but) 
ngakhcke (therefore) 
no6a (whether . . . . .  or)

Nditshenc. no6a utaelile no6a awutselanga
(Tell me whether you have paid 
tax or not)

303., Conjunctions followed by the subjurtotive mood!

ahl,e (maybe) 
ake': ( just let. please) 
kandze (before) 
khona (so that)

Uhlale khonVtaSoua (Stay here that you may see)

304. Conjunctions fnlXr'.sd by the Participial Moodi

lca'dze (a little while ago)
lapho ........kho,na (where) '
nda: (usedto form optative tenses) 
nxat (when) 
seiokhti, solo ( sihce) 

lapho ehlaia khona (where he stays)
Nda: nd.it sand za (I should love)



Note also:

u6a* ute (in order that)
Sifuiia u6a 6atitise (We want them to bring 

them)
Bala lapha ute n<U6one ukutso uyakwati yini 

ukubala na: (Write foete ao 
that I  may see whether you know 
how to write,
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CHAPffBR XVIXI

•TK5 INTE JBG'JION

GENERAL INTERJECTIONS

306, A few examples are given below:

a i : (no.1)
awu; (of surprise)

■''beka (take care]) 
oha: (no)) 
ee : (look o u t ) 
elele : (hurray.1) 
ewe : ( yea! )  
hayi: (of amazement) 
ngcingoi (of pleasure) 
vvoho ; (ah.') 
x (aoh.1)
yaphepha (excuse me.' pardon i w ' )

VO CAT ITS INI'ERJEw.Ti ONS

307, In general vocatives may be formed from nouns 
by eliding t^e initial vowel:

U' t fu 
B,t ^itfu 
uDc:ani6e

mntfu (oil person.') 
6antfu (people.1) 
DzaniCe (Dzani6el)

Notice:

inkv.-enkwedzini Kwedzlni (Youngster.1)
plural; Makwedzini
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QHAPTJSR XIX

THE BBLAlIOIf OF BAOA. TO srfAZI, ZULU AND XHOSA

308♦ Eaca, .Swazi, Zulu and Xhosa belong to the Bantu 
family of languages, to tho South-eastern zone, to the 
Nguni group in which there are the three clusters, Zulu, 
Xhosa and Swazi.

309. The comparison will bS treated under three 
h e ad i n g s  :

I Phonetics
II  Grammar

III  Vocabulary

310. I Phonetics;

The presence of the various sounds in the ■ 
different languages is indicated below, thus: B (Baca)>
S ( Swazi), 2 (Zulu) and X (Xhosa). .

The information as regards Swazi covers the 
material at the author's disposal,

(a) Consonants:

Plosives: ph B S 2 X
b B S Z X
th B z X
d B as X
ty X
tyh x
dy X
k (radi­

s X*cal) B z

Xhosa Grammar (1936) p .6 j Boke in 
"The Phonetics of the Zulu Language" J U306 says that
" simple k  is not found in Xhosa11.



OHAPTOSR XIX

.fEB BBLATIQE Off BACA TO SWA'ZI, ZULU AND XEOSl

308. Eaca, .Swazi, Zulu and Xhosa belong to the Bantu 
family of languages, to the South-eastern zone, to the 
Nguni group in which there are the three clusters., Zulu, 
‘iChosa and Swazi.

309. The comparison will bd treated under three 
headings:

I Phonetics
II  Grammar

III  Vocabulary

310. I Phonetics:

The presence o£ the various sounds in the • 
different languages is indicated below, thus: B (Baoa)>
S ( Swazi), Z (2ulu) and X (Xhosa).

The information as regards Swa&i covers the 
material at the author's disposal.

(a) Consonants;

Plosives;
b
th
d
ty
tyh

ph B
B
B
B

s a x  

s a x  
a x 
% x

X 
X 

■ X
1c (radi­

cal) B S Z X*
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SVicatives

{f; i*

kh B S z X
8 t 3 £5 z X

f B s z X
v- • • .. B s z X
s B s z X
z B s z •X
sh B s z X
iL •* -* % %
X* B z X
X ■** 
h . B . s a-

X
X

hj B s 1 z" X
dl Bi s % X

- tionless 
„ „ inuants:

Consonantal 
vowels:

Ejeotives:

Implosive:

1
m

n
ny
nyh
ng

w

7

P
t
k

B S 'Z - X
B S Z • X
B s z X
B s z X

X
B s z X

B s ' z X
B s z X

■?„ s z X
3 s z X
ii s z X

B 3 z X

311, Viferanta are absent, palatal plosives and ‘the 
palat&l nasal with its aspirated form ooour in Xhosa, 
I'lie prasenc© of the unvoiced velar fricative in Swazi

Probably from the Hottentot and/oJr Bushman 
l a n g u a g e e .

6

r.JBHESMBlPHHHWISHHMWWWWJCTSll'flS*’



has not baen noticed.

The voibed velar ^,£frioat^e appears to occur in 
Xhosa only. Lateral fricatives and the implosive are 
common to the four languages.

In Swazi, the glottal fricative, h> takes the 
place of the unvoiced velar fricative, X, in Zulu.

312. Compounds: 
Affricate ts ‘ B S z X

da B S X
tsh B z X

j
m

B S z X
(B) z

kX (25

Alveolar-
labial: tf

dv
B
B

S
s

Velar-
palatal : kah B*

Kasai Compounds: 
Affricate : nts B S z X

ndz B S z X
ntsh s z X
nj B s z
nhl B s ft X
ndl B s z X
mp B X
mb B s a X
at B s z X
nd B z X
nty X
ndy X
nk B s z X
ng B s z X
m£ (mpf) B s % X
mv (mbv) B s z X

*In one word ukukahitaha (to strike);
alt e m p ir e , ukukwitaha.



Alveolar *- 
labial: ntf B S

ndv B S

313. Baca and Swczi fall together in having alveolar- 
labial compounds. Xhosa has a very full r&nge of affricates; 
Zulu and BaoK, do not use the palat&l affricates.

314. Avulsives:

c B S z X
<1 B s X z X
ac B z X
oh B s ii Ui.

qh B z X
xh B z X
gc B s

X
z X

gq B s z X
gX B z X
no B s z X
nq B z X
nx B SJ % z X
ngc B s

X
z X

ngq B s Piii •XT
•A*

a«S* z X
nkc X
nkq X
nkx X

315. A survey of th«3 clicks shows XhoSa to have a very 
full range. '£i:.c- ~.vl 3rlu do not uao tha nasc.1 forms of.
'til 3 unvo xouci o'? i. ole to any groat extent. *

Dote (She Phonetics of the Zulu Language, p,30S) 
says that Swazi substitute a the dental click for every 
other click in Zulu. One subject from Mbabane was examined.

An inspection of Engelbreoht's "Swaai Texts and 
Hotes" (Anu^1 <=■ •'* the University of Stellenbosch, Vol. VIII*
B, 3) shows the pr-z^noe of the alveolar click (as indicated 
by X above) in addition to the dental click. Subjects,
"who, while readily responding to questions put to them in 
Zulu, yet spoke no other language but their own", from 
*,ox i/ii-wcc+^tn F-^'/iiand, were examined. The presence of



the alveolar tilisk stay possibly be dialectal or due to 
the use of Zulu words,

316. (b) towels:

The four languages have the same vowel system..

317. (c) E libion and Coalescence of vowels takes place 
in all four languages.

The main stress falls on the penultimate syllable 
of the word, and the occurence of the aain stress iia ulti­
mate position is practically uniform in all four.

3 1 0 , The sour--: shifts that take place between Baoa, bwaai, 
Zulu and Xhosa are important*

Zulu is taken as the basis. Thê  .sounds are 
usually the same in Xhosa, but note ukuva- {to hear) and 
ukutsha (to burn), She changes are as follows.

lowed by the rowels a, e, i becomes 
Baoa and bwazi da 

n n « vowels 0 , u becomes 
Baca and Swazi dr 

tt t* *i rowels S’/ ®j> i beooiiiea 
Baca and Swazi ts 

(i u w vowels o i u be coses
Baca arid Swazi tf 

it n « vowels a., e, i bacoses 
Baca aud' Swazi ts 

ts n •• vowels o, u becomes 
Baoa and. Swazi tf 

. «,fazi eh becomes Baca and Xhosa tsh 
’toecomes Baca and Swasi t ”

(i) Zulu ■a i

(ii )
1! d

(iii)
11 t

(iv) (1 t

(v) ft th

(vi) n th

(vii)
n and

(r iii )
si z '

(ix) 55 SW ■ e

■aae Davis’ s n£n Saglish-Kaffir Sxctionary-1: 
Sear, Uku-ra; a,(probably neans Sulti)

Ultu-Zwa.
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. i
C ft

f a t  
tVt*-'

i',L' ,•

las

K u

.*TjiS!sM'9Cf h'TC-V- '•S'uSiMT̂ v

fhe rowels succeeding the consonant have a j e r y
marked rStrXeetive  influence in the first sir changes. 
She original change resulted in the a l v e o l a r  plosive 
t j f . i f r i o J e d  bv an alv-efllar fricative. But when tne 
baokVowels .followed tills compound the pronounced lip 
rounding and protrusion of the lips can sec -he p o m  cusfsss ?o S L f r l i r i r i  S!L
fhf^voioingD6rWabsence J f ^ o i c i n g ^ f  the first part, of the 

compound.. .

319, Examples;

U)

(11.)

( iii )

(iv)

(t )

■r> ■ - V

indoda ZX, indvodza B S : young man  ̂
indaSa Z, ufdaSa X, indzaGa BS: affair 
indawo ZX, indzawo 3 S : place  ̂ •
ukufunda ZX, ukufundza B^ ^ufiuidza S • yo 1g&,i4

induku ZX, indvuku BS : stick 
indoda ZX, indvodza B S : sian - 
induna Z, indvuna S : official

int&Sa ZX, intsafia B S : hill _ A
Ukttthanda ZX, ukutsandaa B, ku'csandza S: >«i lows

intombi ZX, intfomM Bo; £,irl

thatha 2 , tsatsa S ; take 
thanda ZX, tsand&a B : love

Ivi) thoaba ZX, tfooba BS; attain puberty 
thola Z / ftet«=*5 tfola B3 : pick up

sha SZ, tsha BXi burn 

iaakelaaa 2, itakelane BS: neighbors

(vii)

(v iii) Co ba iro'tsy 

teeth

(i x)

tikozSla ZX/ttkotela B, tofetela 
inkomazl 2, inlcomati BS: cov^ 
o.ni6*sinyo ZX, 3s3.*fcin3ro fr* u»taBr uinyo B • 
umaimba ZX, umtifcba BS: ‘body 
umfazi ZX, umfati BS: troman 
Ukuza ZX, ukuta B„ leuta S:_ to come

*ZLS EmEnti Bj S : t?&xsr
uk-u&aie- ZX* utetala B; to gir e  birtfa 
lavje Z, iliawe X, H iv e  B, live Si country 
i ZTd Z, iliawi X, llivi 3, livi S : word 
ukuswa Z, ukuva X_, ukuva 3, kuva S: co

1 ( 
t*

t*
X

"i

itfi

t; *i: 
wap v *

•

m m

Sad, in ;in| 
the sound sh| 
Baca-Swazi*

, - , Sha at 
in only one

In (vs 
and Xhosa fa3

In Bac 
relative, enc] 
ubsa k in pis 
languages-.

l?ote
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Xhosai
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- - ■ '■A’v-'.
. , ; 4>ui- ■: ' -
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520. An inspection of the examples shows t'nat most of 
the sound shifts are parallel between Zulu-Shosa and 
Baca-Swazi.

j!'«a change -under i from Zulu to Siose, was found 
in o f i \ j  one wora, ukuv&.

* i v i i )  okI,7 do (a) 'aid Zulu, and (b) Baca
<su& tu-., Jail tage7v"is.r *

la  *  and k tabes t-he plaoe of y in the
rela*«i\« '«r .*,.i forogitiva of Zixin nnfl £hosa -,701. Baca 
t\«%s k in ce' X-'m prelocetire «* o*V the othtor three
X-4.;0'̂ >5£.2J.)f3 ♦

i~9 tMv u $6 *uaG {f&ine) i.e. uei in Baoa.

32;*, * (-4 j 1 ■ isal ization:
iasaXi*rt».<on is a feature of Ba.c-̂  iawffizl, Kuiu and

382. ',&) Paiatfei.-'igstion oi- Vi.'JAbS: 1 ssw&4& 6.)ours 
in L'ho iSulu, Swa;i and Xhoaa.

In Zulu alveolar sounds ^ay >lsu viriV̂ i'g-a palatali­

zation .

323* II Grammatical '
. - »

(a) I-oun oXa«3«?S3 5 _ *

. The four languages have the aamfi’ Slight classes 
(Bantu clause0 1 to X I, 14 and 15) thus:
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