
b e c o m e s  p a r t  of a ' c o m m o n  co d e *  w h i c h  is t r a n s ­

m i t t e d  b y  the s c h o o l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

M a c D o n a l d  ( 1 9 8 1 a )  a r g u e s  t h a t  w h e n  a c h i l d  e n t e r s  

s c h o o l  h e / s h e  is c h a l l e n g e d  b y a v e r y  s p e c i f i c  

se : of g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s , o r  w h a t  M a c D o n a l d  t e r m s  

a g e n d e r  co d e .  The  s c h o o l ' s  g e n d e r  c o d e  sets  up 

c a t e g o r i e s  of m a s c u l i n e  and f e m i n i n e  w h i c h  are 

o f t e n  s i m i l a r  to t h o s e  c l a s s - b a s e d  d e f i n i t i o n s

of m a s c u l i n i t y  a n d  f e m i n i n i t y  w i t h i n  the f a m i l y

\

as w e l l  as the s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r .  Th e  

w o r k  of t:he s c h o o l  is to t r a n s m i t  n o t i o n s  of 

a p p r o p r i a t e  b e h a v i o u r s  for e a c h  se x and this 

b e c o m e s  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c a d e m i c  

d i s c i p l i n e s  for d i f f e r e n t  s e x e s .  T h u s ,  it a p p e a r s  

to be ' n a t u r a l '  th at  b o y s  an d  g i r l s  s t u d y  d i f f e r e n t  

d i s c i p l i n e s .

It is i m p o r t a n t  at thi s s t a g e  to r e f e r  b r i e f l y  

b a c k  to che two b o d i e s  of t h e o r y  d i s c u s s e d  in 

t h i s  c h a p t e r .  It is i m p o r t a n t  to n o t e  that the 

e v i d e n c e  of w h a t  is p r e s e n t e d  in s c h o o l  t e x t s  and 

m c s t  a s p e c t s  of the c u r r i c u l a  c o n c e r n i n g  w o m e n  

is the s a m e  for b o t h  t h e o r i e s .  W h a t  is d i f f e r e n t  

h o w e v e r ,  is the w a y  in w h i c h  the e v i d e n c e  is i n t e r ­

p r e t e d  ind e x p l a i n e d .  S e x - r o l e  t h e o r y ' s  e x p l a n a ­

t i o n  is b a s e d  on s e x - r o l e  s t e r e o t y p e s  and the 

n o t i o n  th at  an i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  b r i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e
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to the s i t u a t i o n ,  f or  e x a m p l e  by  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  

p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  a p p r o a c h  a c k n o w l e d g e s  the w a y s  

in w h i c h  w o m e n  ar e p r e s e n t e d  in s o c i e t y  bu t its 

e x p l a n a t i o n  r e f e r s  b a c k  to the s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  

in o t h e r  w o r d s ,  it is i m p o r t a n t  to n o t e  th at  

c h a n g i n g  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of w o m e n  w i l l  be p a r t  

of b r o a d e r  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e .

T h u s  s o c i a l i s t  feminist** (see B a r r e t t ,  1980) like  

s e x - r o l e  t h e o r i s t s  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  n o t i o n s  like 

' s u b j e c t  c h a n n e l l i n g ' .  B a r r e t t  p o i n t s  out t h at  

g i r l s  are c h a n n e l l e d  i n t o  t a k i n g  s u b j e c t s  t h a t  

are r e l a t e d  to t h e i r  f u t u r e  d o m e s t i c  w o r k  and 

t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  i n c l u d e  n e e d l e w o r k ,  c o o k e r y ,  

d o m e s t i c  s c i e n c e  and  h o u s e c r a f t .  B o y s  ate 

c h a n n e l l e d  to t a k e  w o o d w o r k ,  m e t a l w o r k  and 

t e c h n i c a l  d r a w i n g .  'iuch of the p a t t e r n  of s u b ­

j e c t  c h a n n e l l i n g  by s e x  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in t e r m s  

of t e a c h i n g  s t a f f ;  t h i s  o f t e n  r e s u l t s  in g i r l s  

g o i n g  i n t o  a r t s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  s u b j e c t s  a n d  

b o y s  i n t o  s c i e n c e  an d t e c h n o l o g y .  T h e  t e a c h i n g  

p r o f e s s i o n  is a l s o  d i v i d e d  by g e n d e r  and it is 

d i v i d e d  h i e r a r c h i c a l l y  b e c a u s e  w o m e n  are not r e ­

p r e s e n t e d  p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  the s a m e  as m e n  in s e n i o r  

p o s i t i o n s .  G e n d e r  c o d e s  are b e i n g  t r a n s m i t t e d  

in s c h o o l s .
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A r i g i d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of g e n d e r  is p r e v a l e n t  

in c h i l d r e n ' s  t e x t b o o k s  ( D a v i n ,  197 9)  and  

s t u d i e s  a l s o  s h o w  that  t e x t b o o k s  n o t  o n l y  e x ­

p r e s s  an i d e a l  of c o n f o r m i t y  to d o m e s t i c i t y  

for g i r l s  ( B e r l o t t i ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  bu t t h a t  t h e y  r e v e a l  

a p e r v a s i v e  i d e o l o g y  " t h a t  of the l e g i t i m a c y  

of the s t a t u s  q u o  ( M a c D o n a l d ,  1 9 8 1 a ) .  But b e f o r e  

the i m p o r t a n c e  of the s c h o o l  t e xt  is d i s c u s s e d ,  

it w i l l  be u s e f u l  to r e v i e w  the p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  

p e r s p e c t i v e  b r i e f l y  and see w h e t h e r  t h i s  t h e o r y  

o f f e r s  an a d e q u a t e  a c c o u n t  of g e n d e r  i n q u a l i t i e s .

In c o n t r a s t  to s e x - r o l e  t h e o r y ,  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  

t h e o r y  c a n  be c r i t i c i z e d  as b e i n g  too f u n c t i o n a ­

l i s t  an d m e c h a n i s t i c .  It d e s c r i b e s  s y s t e m s  w i t h ­

out a c c o u n t i n g  for i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h i n  

s t r u c t u r e s .  A l s o ,  the s a m e  c r i t i c i s m s  th::t h a v e  

b e e n  l e v e l l e d  at A l t h u f s e r  c a n  be l e v e l l e d  at 

s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  w h i c h  b a s e  t h e i r  

t h e o r i e s  on M a x x i s t  a n a l y s e s .  T h e o r i e s  of c l a s s  

a n d  c l a s s  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a re  n ot  u n p r o b 1 e m a t i c a  1 1 y 

t r a n s f e r a b l e  to c o n c e p t s  of g e n d e r , a s  h a s  b e e n  

h i g h l i g h t e d  in the d i s c u s s i o n  on the socialist, 

f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  in c h a p t e r  on e (see a i s o  

A r n o t ,  1981 ; H a r t m a n n .  1976;  B a r r e t t ,  19 8C) .



H o w e v e r  the s t r e n g t h s  of this  p e r s p e c t i v e  are 

t h a t  it e n a b l e s  one to l o o k  at s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  

and h i s t o r i c a l l y  c h a n g i n g  c o n c e p t s ,  as w e l l  as 

t h e o r i e s  of g e n d e r  an d i d e o l o g y .  Its t r e a t m e n t  

of i d e o l o g y  is m o r e  t h o r o u g h  a n d  p r o v i d e s  a f o u n d a ­

t i o n  for t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e s e a r c h  on the par t 

p l a y e d  by s c h o o l s  in p r o m o t i n g  g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s  

as w e l l  as s p e c i f i c a l l y  h o w  t e x t s  r e f l e c t  g e n d e r  

1 d e o l o g y .

G E N D E R  C O D E S  IN C U R R I C U L A  A N D  T E X T S

T u r n i n g  '.o the i s s u e  of s c h o o l  t e x t s ,  a n u m b e r  

of r e s . a r c h e r s  h a v e  e x p l o r e d  the r e l a t i o n  b e ­

t w e e n  the w a y s  k n o w l e d g e  is s e l e c t e d ,  s t r u c t u r e d  

a nd t r a n s m i t t e d  by s c h o o l s  and the p r i n c i p l e s  

of s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  c o n t r o l  in 

s o c i e t y  ( B e r n s t e i n ,  1977 ; B o u v d i e u ,  1 9 7 1 a ,  1 9 7 1 b ;  

B o w l e s  and G i n t i s ,  1976;  a nd Y o u n g ,  1 9 7 1 a ,  19 71b ) 

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  has i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l s  h e l p  

d e f i n e  c e r t a i n  g r o u p s '  k n o w l e d g e  as l e g i t i m a t e ,  

w h i l e  o t h e r  k n o w l e d g e  is c o n s i d e r e d  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  

as s c h o o l  k n o w l e d g e  (Ta;;«l, 1 9 8 1 ) .  M o s t  of t h e s e  

t h e o r i s t s  w o u l d  a g r e e  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u ­

t i o n s  are a c t i v e  a g e n t s  of c u l t u r a l  a m ’ s o c i a l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n .  M a n y  of t h o s e  d o i n g  r e s e a r c h  on 

s c h o o l s  a nd  s c h o o l i n g  h a v e  r e c o g n i s e J  the i m ­

p o r t a n c e  of the s c h o o l ' s  pa rt  i.n g r a n t i n g  l e g i ­

t i m a c y  to the k n o w l e d g e  of c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  and the 

p a r t  this p l a y s  in g r a n t i n g  l e g i t i m a c y  to the
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d o m i n a n c e  of c e r t a i n  g r o u p s  a nd  tne s u b o r ­

d i n a t i o n  of o t h e r s  ( W i l l i a m s ,  1 9 6 1 ) »  T h e y  h a v e  

s o u g h t  to d e m o n s t r a t e  h o w  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  g r o u p s  

’c o n t r o l ’ k n o w l e d g e  a nd  thus s e c u r e  a p a r t i c u l a r  

i d e o l o g y .

Y o u n g  ( 1 9 7 1 b )  a r g u e s  t h a t  s o c i a l l y  v a l u e d  k n o w ­

l e d g e  ( w h ? ;h is the k n o w l e d g e  t a u g h t  in s c h o o l s )  

is a m e a n s  of s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  W h a t  is t a u g h t  is 

s o c i a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d ,  b e c a u s e  t h o s e  w h o  ar e in a 

p o s i t i o n  of c o n t r o l l i n g  k n o w l e d g e  d e t e r m i n e  

c o n s c i o u s l y  or u n c o n s c i o u s l y  w h a t  e n j o y s  i m ­

p o r t a n c e  in s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l a .  Y o u n g  a r g u e s  that 

k n o w l e d g e  c a n  be sub "d iv id ed  i n t o  h i g h  an d  low 

s t a t u s  k n o w l e d g e .  T h e  l a t t e r  is k n o w l e d g e  w h i c h  

a s  n o n - a c a d e m i c  a nd  the f o r m e r  e m b o d i e a  a c a d e m i c  

d i s c i p l i n e s ,  a b s t r a c t  t h o u g h t  a nd  l i t e r a c y .

A c c e s s  to t h e s e  a r e a s  of h i g h  s t a t u s  k n o w l e d g e  

is l i m i t e d ,  thus  the k n o w l e d g e  b e c o m e s  s u c c e s s ­

f u l l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  T h o u g h  Y o u n g ' s  w o r k  is c r i t i ­

c i s e d  for a r e l a t i v i s t  a p p r o a c h  to k n o w l e d g e ,  

it is noneti-.’es s i m p o r t a n t  in t e r m s  of the 

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  in c u r r i c u l a .

S c h o o l  t e xt s,  a c c o r d i n g  to M a c D o n a l d  ( 1 9 8 1 a ) ,  are 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e i r  s e e m i n g l y  u n t o u c h a b l e  

n a t u r e .  T h e  t e x t b o o k  is i m p o r t a n t  in the e d u c a ­

tive  p r o c e s s  b e c a u s e  it is r e g a r d e d  as s t a n d a r d ;
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it is a m e a s u r e  by w h i c h  the a c c u r a c y  of s o m e ­

t h i n g  is j u d g e d ,  an d in thi s w a y  it b e c o m e s  

a u t h o r i t a t i v e .  S c h o o l  t e x t s  p r e s e n t  k n o w l e d g e  

in a s e e m i n g l y  o b j e c t i v e  w a y  a n d  p u r p o r t  to be 

v a l u e  fre e.  T h e y  are a l s o  p r e s c r i b e d  a n d  are thus 

u s e d  w i d e l y  w i t h  a n o t i o n  of a u t h o r i t y .  S c h o o l s  

u s e  s e l e c t e d , ( t h a t  is, p r e s c r i b e d ) t e x t s  for the 

p u r p o s e s  an d a i m s  of the s y l l a b i  and in this w a y  

the c u r r i c u l u m  is ' c o n t r o l l e d '  w i t h i n  the s y l l a b u s  

a n d  the t e x t s  p r e s c r i b e d  for it.

W h e n  d i s c u s s i n g  g e n d e r ,  it is i m p o r t a n t  to l o o k  at 

the w a y s  in w h i c h  l i t e r a t u r e  p r e s e n t s  w o m e n .

If the v i e w s  p r e s e n t e d  by t e x t b o o k s  a r e  s u p p o s e d l y  

u n i v e r s a l  and  ye t  e x c l u d e  the i n t e r e s t s  and e x ­

p e r i e n c e s  of wotren, t h e n  the v i e w s  are l i m i t e d  

a n d  r e s t r i c t e d ,  and in lin e w i t h  Y o u n g ' s  

a n a l y s i s ;  t h e r e  are i m p l i c a c i o n s  for u n d e r ­

s t a n d i n g  the p r o c e s s e s  of t o c i a l  c o n t r o l .

In l o o k i n g  at s c h o o l  te.cts in t e r m s  of g e n d e r -  

c o c e d  i d e o l o g y ,  t h r e e  p r o . e s s e s  c a n  be seen . F i r s t l y ,  

t e x t s  can be s e e n  to p r e s u m e  the e x i s t e n c e  of 

a s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  ot l a b o u r  an d t h e y  a l s o  p e r ­

p e t u a t e  d i f f e r e n t  g e n d e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  O ne  

w a y  in w h i c h  g e n d e r  c o d e s  ca n  be s e e n  in t e x t ­

b o o k s  is the ty -e of o c c u p a t i o n s  w h i c h  w o m e n  axe 

p o r t r a y e d  as f u l f i l l i n g  - thi s le a d s  on to the 

s e c o n d  p o i n t .  In m o s t  c a s e s  w o m e n  are p o r t r a y e d
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in p o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  are e x t e n s i o n s  of d o m e s t i c  

w o r k  and w h i c h  are o c c u p a t i o n i  t h a t  are l ow  in 

p ay ,  p r e s t i g e  an d s k i l l .  T h i r d l y ,  g e n d e r  c o d e s  

a re  e v i d e n t  in t e x t s  in the w a y  w o m e n  are 'made 

i n v i s i b l e '  by no t b e i n g  a c k n o w l e d g e d  of r e f e r r e d  

to; s o m e t i m e s  w o m e n  are o n l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  in r e ­

l a t i o n  to m e n .  E a c h  of t h e s e  w i l l  n o w  be d i s c u s s e d  

f u l l y .

■ -m

In the s c h o o l  t e x t s  s t u d i e d ,  w o m e n  are p o r t r a y e d  

as m o t h e r s ,  n u r s e s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  m a i d s  and  g o v e r n e s s e s  

w h i c h  are t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  w o m e n ' s  o c c u p a t i o n s .

O f t e n  w o m e n  are p o r t r a y e d  as b e i n g  p a s s i v e  as 

w e l l  as b e i n g  h e l p m a t e s  an d  o b s e r v e r s  of m a l e  

a c t i v i t i e s .  R e s e a r c h  h a s  s h o w n  tha t s c h o o l s  p l a y  

a v i t a l  p a r t  in g e n d e r  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  (see a l s o  

S a d k e r  and S a d k e r ,  1980; F u r m a n ,  1980; B i r e i m a h ,

1 9 8 2 ) .  S e c o n d l y ,  w o m e n  a re  o f t e n  d e f i n e d  ir. t e r m s  

of h o w  t h e y  s t a n d  in r e l a t i o n  to men. S i m o n e  

de B e a u v o i r ' s  w e l 1 k n o w n  n o t i o n  of 'the o t h e r '  

is a l 3 0  p e r t i n e n t  h e r e :

...... she is the i n c i d e n t a l ,  the i n ­

e s s e n t i a l  as o p p o s e d  ro the e s s e n ­

tial. He is the S u b j e c t ,  he is the 

A b s o l u t e  - shft is the O t h e r .

( 1 9 6 1 : 1 6 )

(
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T h u s ,  a c c o r d i n g  to de B e a u v o i r ,  w o m e n  do no t  a c ­

q u i r e  s t a t u s  by t h e i r  own  m e r i t .  It c a n  p r o b a b l y  

a l s o  be e x p l a i n e d  for e x a m p l e ,  in w o m e n ' s  m a r i t a l  

s t a t u s  and e v e n  t h e i r  s o c i a i  p o s i t i o n  l i k e  b e i n g  

a m a y o r e s s  or a p r i m e  m i n i s t e r ’s w i f e ;  w o m e n ’s i n t e r ­

a c t i o n  w i t h  m e n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e i r  3 t a t u s  in s o c i e t y .

A n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  a s p e c t  to m e n t i o n  is that  

of o m i s s i o n .  S t u d i e s  of c h i l d r e n ' s  l i t e r a t u r e  

s u c h  as L o b b a n  ( 1 9 7 5 b )  and W e i t z m a n  et. al. ( 1 9 7 2 ) ,  

h a v e  i d e n t i f i e d  the ' i n v i s i b i l i t y '  of w o m e n  

(see S p e n d e r ,  19 82 ).  S a d k e r  and S a d k e r  (1980) 

h a v e  a l s o  s h o w n  p a t t e r n s  of o m i s s i o n ,  t h a t  is, 

the a b s e n c e  of w o m e n  in t e x t s .  T h i s  p o i n t  w i l l  

be s p e c i f i c a l l y  h i g h l i g h t e d  in the f o l l o w i n g  

d i s c u s s i o n  o n  l a n g u a g e .

An i m p o r t a n t  wa y in w h i c h  t e x t s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o ­

w a r d s  p r o m o t i n g  i n e q u a l i t y  is l a n g u a g e .  L a n g u  

age is s e e n  as b o t h  p r o b l e m a t i c  an d  p o t e n t i a l l y  

p o w e r f u l  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a l t e r n a t i v e s  or 

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  to p o l i t i c a l ,  a e s t h e t i c  an d in-

£

t e l l e c t u a l  t r a d i t i o n s  w h i c h  e x i s t  (M C o n n e l l -  

G i n t t ,  1 9 8 0 ) .  The  iss ue  is c o n t r o v e r s a l  and 

s e r v e s  as a s p r i n g b o a r d  for c o n t e n t i o n s  s u c h  

as w h e t h e r  or not m e n  h a v e  a p p r o p r i a t e d  l a n g u a g e .



L a n g u a g e  is a f o r m  o p e r a t i n g  in a s o c i a l  an d 

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  an d  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r i s t s  h a v e  

a r g u e d  tha t it c a n  s e r v e  to p r o m o t e  i n e q u a l i t y  

by its use  of the g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e  f o r m  

( M a r t y n a ,  1980; S p e n d e r ,  l ~ 8 2 ) .  W i t h o u t  g e t t i n g  

t oo e x p l i c i t  and i n v o l v e d  in the t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  

of the E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e ,  it is s u f f i c i e n t  to say 

t h a t  E n g l i s h  is s u p p o s e d  to h a v e  n a t u r a l  g e n d e r .

P e o p l e  are c l a s s i f i e d  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e i r  s e x  so 

t h a t  s e x  and g e n d e r  s u p p o s e d l y  c o r r e s p o n d  ' n a t u r a l l y ' .  

T h u s  o b j e c t s  are s u p p o s e d  to be l a b e l l e d  on the 

b a s i s  of sex so that  e v e r y t h i n g  c a n  be d e f i n e d  

as e i t h e r  m a s c u l i n e ,  f e m i n i n e  or n e u t e r .

T h e  g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e  h o w e v e r ,  has  b e e n  f a u l t e d  

on its i n e q u i t y  in r e f e r r i n g  to all h u m a n  b e i n g s  

as m a l e s .  T h e  t e r m  is a l s o  r e g a r d e d  as a m b i g u o u s  

as w e l l  as e x c l u s i v e  b e c a u s e  it o m i t s  any f e m a l e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ( M i l ! e r  an d S w i f t ,  1 97 9).

D a l e  S p e n d e r  (1980 ) in h e r  c r i t i q u e  of the g e n e r i c  

m a s c u l i n e ,  has n o t e d  that one  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  

has b e e n  o v e r l o o k e d ;  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g  n a t u r a l  

a b o u t  a w o m a n  b e i n g  r e f e r r e d  to as 'he' or 'man'.

It is not t h e r e f o r e  c o r r e c t  to a s s e r t  that wo'uen 

ar e b e i n g  c l a s s i f i e d  on the b a s ’s of sex. If in 

E n g l i s h  se x a nd  g e n d e r  are m e a n t  to c o r r e s p o n d  

l i n g u i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e n  it is g r a m m a t i c a l l y  i n c o r r e c t



P a g e  n o . 5 2. 

to r e f e r  to a f e m a l e  in m a s c u l i n e  t e r m s .

S p e n d e r  has n a m e d  this  o m i s s i o n  of w o m e n  the 

" d i s a p p e a r i n g  t r i c k " ,  or the art of ' c o n ­

j u r i n g '  in a l a n g u a g e  so that w o m e n  are e x c l u d e d  

or m a d e  to d i s a p p e a r .  She a p p l i e s  a p r i n c i p l e  

of r e v e r s a l  in o r d e r  to 'make w o m e n  c o m e  b a c k  a g a i n '  

a nd o f f e r s  e x a m p l e s  like, " A d o l e s c e n t s  t h i n k  o n l y  

of m a r r i a g e  and  m a k e - u p " ,  a nd  " A u s t r a l i a n s  l o o k  

g o o d  in b i k i n i s " .

T h e  use of the m a l e  p r o n o u n  d o e s  l e a d  to c o n ­

f u s i o n  and a m b i g u i t y  in that it r e n d e r s  w o m e n  

i n v i s i b l e  and  p r o m o t e s  the p r i m a c y  of m a n  at 

the e x p e n s e  of w o m a n .  It is p r o b a b l y  s o c i a l l y  

a n d  g r a m m a t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  to say: " K a n  is a 

s o c i a l  a n i m a l " ,  and " M a n  m a k e s  w a r s " ,  but ca n 

the sa me  e s a i d  for e x a m p l e s  l i ke , " M a n  d e v o t e s  

a b o u t  f o r t ;  h o u r s  a w e e k  to h o u s e w o r k " ,  " M an  

s t a r t s  m e n s t r u a t i n g  at the age of a b o u t  e l e v e n  

or t w e l v e " ,  and " M a n  s u c k l e s  his y o u n g " ?  T h e s e  

e x a m p l e s  c o n t r a d i c t  the s u c c e s s  of g e n d e r  n e u t r a ­

lity ; the g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e  f u n c t i o n s  n e i t h e r  

c l e a r l y  or f a i r l y  b e c a u s e  g i r l s  m u s t  l e a r n  to 

a p p l y  p r o n o u n s  (in t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  m a l e  o n t e x t s ) ,  

to t h e m s e I v e s .



P a g e  N o . 53 .

If t h e r e f o r e ,  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  l a n g u a g e  is e s s e n ­

t i a l l y  a c o n c e r n  w i t h  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a t t i t u d e s  

a n d  b e h a v i o u r s  an d if this  l a n g u a g e  r e f l e c  s 

s e x i s m  in s o c i e t y ,  t h e n  it is n e c e s s a r y  to go 

a s t e p  f u r t h e r  an d  see in w h a t  w a y s  p e o p l e  c u s ­

t o m a r i l y  a s s o c i a t e  w o m e n  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  

t h e r e b y  m e n t a l l y  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e i r  s c o p e ;  " w o m a n " /  

"siie" h as a m o r e  l i m i t e d  c o n n o t a t i o n  t h a n  " m a n " /  "he".  

F e m i n i s t  t h e o r i s t s  a r g u e  tha t t h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  

d e v a l u a t i o n  is p a r t  of a s o c i a l  d e v a l u a t i o n .  Th e 

u s e  of g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e  t e r m s  p e r p e t u a t e s  a 

l i m i t e d  c o n c e p t  of w o m e n .

T h e  r e s e a r c h  of thi s p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y  ha s  e n d e a ­

v o u r e d  to s h o w  h o w  an d in w h a t  w a y s  w o m e n  are 

p o r t r a y e d  in s c h o o l  t e x t b o o k s .  T h e  r e s e a r c h  w i l l  

s h o w  h o w  t e x t s  p e r p e t u a t e  the e x i s t e n c e  of sex 

s t e r e o t y p e s ;  it a l s o  i l l u s t r a t e s d e  B e a u v o i r  s

n o t i o n  of 'the O t h e r '  by p o i n t i n g  out i n c i d e n t a l  

r e f e r e n c e s  to w o m e n  an d t h e i r  i n v i s i b i l i t y ;  it 

show* h o w  w o m e n  are o m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  th*1 use 

of the g e n e r i c  m a s c u l i n e  form. T h e s e  i s s u e s  w i l l  

be d i s c u s s e d  u n d e r  fou r p r e v a i l i n g  t h e m e s  w h i c h  

are i d e n t i f i e d  in c h a p t e r  four. In the n e x t  c h a p t e r ,  

the r e s e a r c h  w i l l  f o c u s  on the m e t h o d s  u s e d  in this
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C H A P T E R  T H R E E  

M E T H O D O L O G Y

Th e  m e t h o d  c h o s e n  to s c r u t i n i z e  t e x t b o o k s  and 

s y l l a b i  is t h a t  of c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s .  C o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s  is d e f i n e d  by Z i t o  (1 975) as f o l l o w s :

...... a m e t h o d o l o g y  by w h i c h  the

r e s e a r c h e r  s e e k s  to d e t e r m i n e  the 

m a n i f e s t  c o n t e n t  of w r i t ’.en, s p o k e n  

or p u b l i s h e d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  b y  

s y s t e m a t i c ,  o b j e c t i v e  an d q u a n t i -  

tat ive a n a l y s  is ......

( Z i t c ,  1 9 7 5 : 2 7 )

Z i t o  f o c u s e s  m a i n l y  on the q u a n t i t a t i v e  a s p e c t  

of c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s .  It is i m p o r t a n t  to p o i n t  

this out, b e c a u s e  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t u d y  h as  

m a d e  use of the q u a l i t a t i v e  a s p e c t  of c o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s .  B o t h  a s p e c t s  c a n  be u s e d  to d e t e r ­

m i n e  v a r i o u s  forms  (or p a t t e r n s )  as w e l l  as 

a ny a p p l i c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  the c o n c e n t  of a 

p i e c e  of w r i t t e n  w o r k ;  q u a l i t a t i v e  and q u a n t i ­

t a t i v e  a n a l y s e s  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r  m e r e l y  

by the w a y s  in w h i c h  the e v i d e n c e  is i n t e r ­

p r e t e d  a nd  e x p l a i n e d .



Zi to  st a te s that c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  can clvaw a t t e n ­

tio n to the i n t e n t i o n  of Che w r i t e r ,  and a f ur th er  

s t ud y can be ma de  to i n v e s t i g a t e  and a t t e m p t  to 

d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  the w r i t t e n  from of c o m m u n i c a ­

tion has any af fe ct  on the r ea d e r  or re c i p i e n t .  

Thus there is a d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  the i n t e n ­

tions of the w r i t e r  and the e f f e c t s  of the 

w r i t i n g .

T h e  q u e s t i o n  to ask is: ara the e f f e c t s  of the 

w r i t i n g  n e c e s s a r i l y  the i n t e n t i o n s  of the w r i t e r ?

A w r i t e r  m a y  for e x a m p l e ,  us e d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

l a n g u a g e  b e c a u s e  h e / s h e  b e l i e v e s  it to be 

g r a m m a t i c a l l y  c o r r e c t  and t h e r e f o r e  a c c e p t a b l e ;  

thi s c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be t e r m e d  as the i n t e n t i o n  

of the w r i t e r .  But the w r i t e r  m a y  use d i s c r i m i ­

n a t o r y  l a n g u a g e  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  b e c a u s e  h e / s h e  

m a y  not h a v e  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  it and m a y  t h e r e b y  

be m e r e l y  r e f l e c t i n g  c o m m o n  id e as  or s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s .  T h u s ,  the w r i t e r  w o u l d  be o p e r a ­

t i n g  w i t h i n  the p r e v a l e n t  i d e o l o g y  an d this does  

not m e a n  t h e n that it in h i s / h e r  i n t e n t i o n  

that the w r i t i n g  sh<, ild p r o m o t e  or e n h a n c e  

s e x u a i  s t e r e o t y p e s  or s e x u a l  i m b a l a n c e  in 

s o c i e t y .

C o . i n  S u m n e r  (1979) in his c r i t i q u e  of c o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s ,  see s ' r e a d i n g '  to be a p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n



w h i c h  we b e c o m e  a w a r e  of s i g n i f i c a n c e  or m e a n i n g  

in s o c i a l  p h e n o m e n a .  H o w e v e r ,  he a r g u e s  chat 

c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  is m a i n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  w h a t  

is c o m m u n i c a t e d  an d  not w h a t  the i n t e n t i o n s  are  

of the c o m m u n i c a t o r ;  t h a t  is, his  is a m u c h  r e ­

d u c e d  c l a i m  to Z i t o ' s .  7.n the c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  

m e t h o d ,  t he  o n l y  r e a n i n g s  w h i c h  are r e l e v a n t  are 

t h o s e  w h i c h  are s h a r e d  b e t w e e n  the c o m m u n i c a t o r ,  

the a u d i e n c e  and  the a n a l y s t .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f  w i t h  d e n o t a t i v e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n n o t a t i v e  s i g n i f i e r s .

S u m n e r  h a s  a v a l i d  p o i n t  in t h a t  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s

c a n n o t  s i m p l y  be s e e n  as a n e u t r a l  t e c h n i q u e  w h i c h

m e r e l y  c i t e s ,  s c o r e s  and  t a b u l a t e s  e v i d e n c e .

T h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  m a y  p r o v e  to be i n t e r e s t i n g  and

e v e n  v e r i f i a b l e ,  b ut  t h e y  c a n n o t  s t a n d  on t h e i r  

c w n  .

S u n n e r  s h o w s  the c o n t r a d i c t i o n  w h i c h  lies  w i t h i n  

the m e t h o d  of c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s .  It is a r e ­

s e a r c h  p r a c t i c e  w h i c h  is d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  "a 

s h a r e d  u n i v e r s e  of d i s c o u r s e "  ( 1 9 7 9 : 6 7 ) ,  and 

its p r o d u c t s  can  m e r e l y  i n d i c a t e  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  

the n a t u r e  of this d i s c o u r s e .  No i n f o r m a t i o n  

is g i v e n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h i n g s  l i k e  the m o t i v e s  of 

the c o m m u n i c a t o r s ;  it is o n l y  a d e n o t a t i v e  

d i s c o u r s e .  The c o n t r a d i c t i o n  lies in th i s ,  that

Page no. 56.
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t he  n e c e s s a r y  o b j e c t  of the i d e o l o g y  of c o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s  is the i m p l i c i t  i d e o l o g y ,  th at  is, the 

c o m m u n i c a t o r ' s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .

T h e  a b s e n c e  or p r e s e n c e  of i d e o l o g y  for c o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s  lies in the c o m m u n i c a t o r ' s  c o n s c i o u s ­

n e s s  b e c a u s e  the f r e q u e n c y  of d e n o t a t i v e  s i g n s  u s e d  

b y  the w r i t e r  i n d i c a t e s  the p r e s e n c e  or a b s e n c e  

of s o m e  k i n d  of i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  T h u s  

c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  ha s a p l a c e  b e c a u s e  it h a s  a c ­

q u i r e d  a r e p u t a t i o n  for p r o d u c i n g  r e l i a b l e ,  

q u a n t i t a t i v e  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  c a n  g i v e  as o b j e c t i v e  

d i m e n s i o n  to any s u b j e c t i v e ,  q u a l i c a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  

T h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a s p e c t  of c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  m a y  

a p p e a r  to be a d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e ,  b u t  the 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of r e p e a t e d  d e n o t a t i v e  s i g n s  are 

t h e i r  r o o t e d n e s s  in an h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e .

A l t h o u g h  thi s r e s e a r c h  h as  c h o s e n  the q u a l i t a ­

t i v e  a s p e c t  of c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  it m u s t  be 

a d d e d  that  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  ca n  be an a d e q u a t e  

m e a n s  b y  w h i c h  v a r i o u s  r e p e t i t i o n s  of 's i gn s'  

c a n  be c i t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  w h a t  is i m p o r t a n t  is 

the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e s e  s i g n s ;  in o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  c a n  be s e e n  as p a r t  

m e t h o d  w h e r e b y  an i d e o l o g y  c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d

/ >
I



in its d i s c u r s i v e  fo rm.  Q u a n t i t a t i v e  i n d i c a t o r s  

are s u p e r f i c i a l  in t h e m s t I v e s ;  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

w h i c h  p r o v i d e  v a r i o u s  f o r m  of i d e o l o g y  are of far 

m o r e  i m p o r t a n c e ,  b e c a u s c  r e p e t i t i v e  s i g n s  i n d i ­

c a t e  the p r e s e n c e  of an i d e o l o g y .

T h e  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  of thi s s t u d y  w a s  c o n ­

d u c t e d  as f o l l o w s :

T h e  c o u r s e  in the c u r r i c u l u m  s t u d i e d  is a 

h u m a n i t i e s  c o u r s e  w o r k e d  ou t  u n d e r  the 

s u p e r v i s i o n  of the T r a n s v a a l  E d u c a t i o n  

D e p a r t m e n t  for a T . E . D .  h i g h  s c h o o l .  T he  

c o u r s e  is s t u d i e d  on a s t a n d a r d  e i g h t  l e v e l ,  

t h a t is, the f i r s t  y e a r  of a t h r e e  y e a r  

c o u r s e ;  the p u p i l s  h a v e  by this s t a g e  m a d e  

a s u b j e c t  c h o i c e  for m a t r i c .  T h e  s u b j e c t s  

c o v e r  a w i d e  s p e c t r u m  of c u l t u r a l ,  c o m m e r ­

c i a l ,  l i n g u i s t i c  an d s c i e n t i f i c  a r e a s .

T h e  s u b j e c t s  are as f o l l o w s :

E n g l i s h  and A f r i k a a n s  ( c o m p u l s o r y )

H i s t o r y

G e o g r a p h y

B i o l o g y

T y p i n g

H o u s e c r a f t

Page n o . 5 8.



Author  De Meillon L A  
Name of thesis Gender and curriculum - a case study  1986 
 
 

PUBLISHER: 
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 

©2013 
 

LEGAL NOTICES: 
 

Copyright Notice: All materials on the Un i ve r s i t y  o f  the  Wi twa te r s rand ,  Johannesbu rg  L ib ra ry  website 
are protected by South African copyright law and may not be distributed, transmitted, displayed, or otherwise 
published in any format, without the prior written permission of the copyright owner. 

 

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices contained therein, you 
may download material (one machine readable copy and one print copy per page) for your personal and/or 
educational non-commercial use only. 

 

The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any 
and all liability for any errors in or omissions from the information on the Library website.  

 


