
The remarks m ade by the hon the Deputy 
Minister of Defence created a very serious crisis 
of confidence in the Far Northern Transvaal 
Command with regard to the politicians and the 
general command there. We are not going to 
leave it at that. To the hon members I say that we 
are not going to leave it at that. We shall make a 
thorough study of the hon the Deputy M inister’s 
speech and thereafter we shall decide what we 
are going to do. However, I do wish to tell hon 
members that an extremely serious precedent 
has been created here today by the hon the 
Deputy Minister. [Interjections.]

As far as the hon the M inister of Foreign Affairs’ 
reply to my speech is concerned, he neglected to 
answer me as usual. He came forward with a few 
far-fetched arguments and then took refuge 
behind the security forces in order to conceal his 
political mess. [Interjections.] W hat he and his 
hon Deputy M inister ascribed to me about my 
attitude with regard to the security forces was a 
lot of far-fetched rubbish and I shall not even 
reply to them . [Interjections.] However, I want 
to tell him that the Governm ent is not doing the 
political work necessary to support the security 
work of the security forces adequately. Those are 
the facts!

The hon the M inister told me that I had no 
factual basis for my draft resolution. Is an attack 
on a farmhouse in the N orthern Transvaal not a 
factual basis? Is the hon the M inister’s acknowl­
edgem ent that there are Swapo forces to the 
south of the sixteenth parallel, which is a contra­
vention of the agreem ent, not a factual basis? Is 
a report in their newspaper Rapport that a task 
force of 600 Swapo forces is building up in 
Botswana, not a factual basis?

♦The M IN ISTER O F FO R EIG N  AFFAIRS: 
No.

*Mr T  LANGLEY: If it is not, then what is a 
factual basis? This proves how the present 
leaders of this country regard this situation. 
[Interjections.]

This hon M inster of Foreign Affairs tells us that 
he acts on the advice of his advisors. On the 
advice of his security advisors the form er hon 
State President told his hon Acting State Presi­
dent not to visit President Kaunda. Nevertheless 
they did visit President Kaunda. W hen do they 
act on the advice of their security advisors and 
when do they not? [Interjections.]

The hon the Minister of Foreign Affairs says that 
all that the CP does is to threaten. It is not we 
who are making threats. We are criticising the 
Governm ent because it threatens and warns until 
it is hoarse, and when such actions occur again 
they do nothing. That is our criticism against 
them.

The hon the Minister says that all we want to do 
is to pull the trigger and throw bombs. There are 
o ther ways as well. One can close a border. The 
hon the Minister of Foreign Affairs has proved 
himself to be a person who will not even throw a 
water bomb. [Interjections.] [Time expired.]

D ebate concluded.

Question put: That all the words after “T hat” 
stand part of the Question.

The House divided:

AYES—34: Botha, J J C; Botha, W A; Botha, 
W J; Bruwer, A  A B; Chiole, J; De Jager, C 
D; De la Rey, P H; De Ville, J R; Du Plessis, 
D P; Groenewald, P J; H oon, J H ; Jacobs, S 
C; Jordaan, E J; Langley, T; Le Roux, F  J; 
Mentz, M J; M ulder, C P; M ulder, P W A; 
Nolte, D G H ; Paulus, P J; Pauw, F  H; 
Pienaar, C H ; Pienaar, D S; Prinsloo, J  J S; 
Schoeman, C B; Stofberg, L F; Uys, C; Van 
der M erwe, H D K; Van der M erwe, W L; 
Van R hijn, P H; Van Vuuren, S P; Van Wyk, 
W J D. Tellers: Snyman, W J; Van der Merwe, 
J H.

NOES— 122: Ackerm ann, C; Alant, T  G; 
Babb, G R W; Badenhorst, C J W; Bartlett, G 
S; Bekker, H J; Blaas, A ; Bosman, J F ;  Botha, 
C J van R ; Botha, R F; Brazelle, J A; 
Breytenbach, W N; Cam erer, S M; Charle- 
wood, C H; Christophers, D; Clase, P J; 
Cloete, A  C; Coetsee, H  J; Coetzer, P W; 
Dalling, D J; D e Beer, S J; De B eer, Z  J; De 
Jager, A  J; De Jager, C L; De Villiers, J; De 
Villiers, D J; De W aal, L A ; De W et, A E; 
D elport, J T; D urr, K D S; Eglin, C W; Ellis, 
M J; Engel, G C; Farrell, P J; Fick, L H; 
Fismer, C L; Fourie, A ; Fuchs, L; Gastrow, P 
H P; Geldenhuys, B L; Goodall, B B; Graaff, 
D de V; Gunning, T; Haswell, R F; Heyns, J 
H; Hulley, R R ; Jacobsz, F P; Jooste, J A; 
Jordaan, E  J; King, R  J; King, T  J; Koornhof, 
N J J van R ; Kotzc, G J; Kriel, H J; Kruger, T 
A P; Lemmer, J J; Leon, A  J; Lorim er, R  J; 
Louw, E ; Louw, E van der M; Louw, I; 
Malan, M A de M; Malan, W C; Mar6, P L;



M alherbe, G J; M arais, G ; Marais, J A; 
Marais, P G; M atthee, J C; Mentz, J H W; 
Meyer, A T; M eyer, R P; Momberg, J H; 
M oorcroft, E K; Myburgh, G B; Nel, W H; 
Nel, W U; Niemann, J J; Oosthuizen, A J G; 
Oosthuizen, G C; Pretorius, I J; Pretorius, J F; 
Radue, R J; Retief, J L; Rogers, R H D; 
Scheepers, J H L; Schnetler, J; Schoeman, E 
A; Schoeman, R  S; Smit, F  P; Smit, H A; 
Smuts, M; Steenkam p, P J; Streicher, D M; 
Swanepoel, J J; Swanepoel, K D; Swanepoel, 
P J; Tarr, M A; Thompson, A G; T rent, E  W; 
Van der Merwe, C J; Van der Merwe, S S; 
Van D eventer, F  J; Van Eck, J; Van Heerden, 
F J; Van Niekerk, A I; Van Niekerk, W A; 
Van Wyk, J A; Venter, A A; V enter, E H; 
Vilonel, J J; Vlok, A J; Walsh, J J; Welge- 
m oed, P J; W essels, L; W orrall, D J,

Tellers: Blanche, J P I; Jordaan, A L; M aree, J 
W; M eyer, W D ; Schoeman, S J; Steyn, P T.

Question negatived and the words om itted.

Substitution of the words proposed by the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs put.

The House divided:

AYES—93: Ackerm ann, C; A lant, T G; 
Babb, G R  W ; Badenhorst, C J W; Bartlett, G 
S; Bekker, H  J; Blaas, A; Bosman, J F; Botha, 
C J van R; Botha, R F; Brazelle, J A; 
Breytenbach, W N; Cam erer, S M; Christo­
phers, D; Clase, P J; Cloete, A C; Coetsee, H 
J; Coetzer, P W; De Beer, S J; De Jager, A J; 
De Jager, C L; D e Villiers, D J; De Villiers, J; 
D elport, J T ;  Durr, K D S; Farrell, P J; Fick, L 
H ; Fismer, C L; Geldenhuys, B L; Graaff, D 
de V; Gunning, T; Heyns, J H; Jacobsz, F P; 
Jooste, J A; King, R  J; King, T  J; Koornhof, N 
J J van R; Kotze, G J; Kriel, H J; Kruger, T  A 
P; Lemmer, J J; Louw, E ; Louw, E van der M; 
Louw, I; M alan, M A de M; M alherbe, G J; 
Marais, G; Marais, J A; Marais, P G; Mar6, P 
L; M atthee, J C; Mentz, J H W; Meyer, A T; 
M eyer, R P; Myburgh, G B; Nel, W H; 
Niemann, J J; Oosthuizen, A J G; Oosthuizen, 
G C; Pretorius, I J; Pretorius, J F; Radue, R J ; 
Retief, J L; Scheepers, J H  L; Schnetler, J; 
Schoeman, E  A; Schoeman, R  S; Smit, F P; 
Smit, H A; Steenkamp, P J; Streicher, D M; 
Swanepoel, J J; Swanepoel, K D ; Swanepoel, 
P J; Thompson, A G ; Van der Merwe, C J; 
Van Deventer, F J; Van H eerden, F J; Van 
Niekerk, A 1; Van Niekerk, W A; Van Wyk, J

A; V enter, A A; V enter, E H; Vilonel, J J; 
Vlok, A J; W elgemoed, P J; Wessels, L.

Tellers: Blanche, J P I; Jordaan, A L; M aree. J 
W; M eyer, W D; Schoeman, S J; Steyn, P T.

NOES—62: Botha, J J C; Botha, W A; Botha. 
W J; Bruwer, A  A B; Charlewood, C H; 
Chiole, J; Dalling, D J; D e B eer, Z  J; De 
Jager, C D ; De la Rey, P H; De Ville, J R ; De 
Waal, L A; De W et, A E; Du Plessis, D P; 
Eglin, C W; Ellis. M J; Engel, G C; Fuchs, L; 
Gastrow, P H P; Goodall, B B; Groenew ald, P 
J; Haswell, R F; H oon, J H; Hulley, R R; 
Jacobs, S C; Jordaan, E  J; Jordaan, J A; 
Langley, T; Le Roux, F J; Leon, A J; Lorim er, 
R J; M alan, W C; M entz, M J; M omberg, J H; 
M oorcroft, E K; M ulder, C P; M ulder, P W A; 
Nel, W U ; Nolte, D G H ; Paulus, P J; Pauw ,F  
H ; Pienaar, C H; Pienaar, D S; Prinsloo, J J S; 
Rogers, R H  D; Schoeman, C B; Smuts, M; 
Stofberg, L F ; T arr, M A ; T rent, E  W; Uys, C; 
Van der Merwe, H D K; Van der M erwe, S S; 
Van der M erwe, W L; Van Eck, J ; Van R hijn, 
P H; Van Vuuren, S P; Van Wyk, W J D; 
Walsh, J J; W orrall, D  J. Tellers: Snyman, W 
J; Van der M erwe, J H.

Substitution of the words agreed to and 
am endm ent moved by D r Z  J de Beer 
dropped.

Main Question, as am ended, accordingly 
agreed to, viz: That the House—

(1) expresses its appreciation to the G overn­
ment for the steps taken and the agree­
ments concluded to clear the way for the 
independence of South West Africa/ 
Namibia and the withdrawal of Cuban 
forces from Angola; and

(2) while—

(a) taking note of the recent unrest in the 
W estern Cape, with the attendant dam ­
age to property and loss of life;

(b) deploring these events; and

(c) extending its sympathy to all who have 
suffered as a result,

(i) requests the Governm ent to estab­
lish as soon as possible, by means 
of the existing machinery at its 
disposal, what the circumstances 
were that led to the death of those 
concerned;



(ii) appeals to all parties and in ter­
ested bodies and persons, in the 
light of the repeated positive dec­
larations made by the Acting State 
President, to join the negotiating 
table in a spirit of goodwill and to 
take note of the statem ent made by 
the Acting State President on 12 
Septem ber 1989, in particular his 
statem ent that ‘the door to a new 
South Africa is open—it is not 
necessary to batter it down’;

(iii) appeals to everyone to act within 
the framework of the laws of the 
country, as was proved to be pos­
sible during the gathering in Cape 
Town on 13 Septem ber 1989; and

(iv) expresses its thanks to the South 
African Police in general for the 
sacrifices made by them  under dif­
ficult circumstances.

Agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE

(Draft Resolution)

‘The LEA D ER  OF TH E HO USE: Mr Chair­
man, I move the draft resolution printed in my 
name on the O rder Paper, as follows:

That the House at its rising today adjourn until 
26 September: Provided that during such 
adjournm ent M r Speaker may accelerate or 
postpone the date for the resumption of 
business.

In moving this draft resolution, I should like to 
avail myself of the opportunity to convey my 
sincere thanks to the Whips of all the parties for 
the good co-operation we have received from 
them during the past few days. This is a new 
House with many new members and were it not 
for the goodwill and excellent co-operation of all 
the Whips, the arrangements would not have 
gone so smoothly. Many thanks to these gentle­
men.

Agreed to.

The House adjourned at 17:15.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF 
RE PRES EN T A TIVES

The House met at 14:46.

The Chairman took the Chair.

UNREST SITUATION

(Draft Resolution)

T H E CHA IRM AN O F TH E  M INISTERS’ 
COUNCIL: M r Chairm an, thank you for the 
opportunity of sharing what I believe to be the 
concern of all those in this House and outside. I 
therefore wish to move without notice: That the 
House—

(1) expresses its condolences to all the families, 
across the colour line, who have lost dear 
ones during the period of unrest, particu­
larly in the W estern Cape;

(2) dedicates itself to the removal and disman­
tling of the cause, namely apartheid;

(3) condemns in no uncertain terms all forms of 
violence, whether perpetrated by the State 
or by ordinary citizens;

(4) declares that violence in the South African 
situation is a no-win situation in that all can 
only lose;

(5) declares its willingness to work together 
with all those dedicated to the establishment 
of a new society; and

(6) emphasizes the togetherness of all the peo­
ple of South Africa as one nation in one 
country under a true democracy.

Agreed to.

CONDOLENCES WITH REGARD TO 
ACCIDENT AT KLAWER

(Draft Resolution)

The CHA IRM AN OF TH E M INISTERS’ 
COUNCIL: Mr Chairm an, I also move without 
notice:

That the House expresses its condolences to all 
the families who have lost dear ones in the

accident at Klawer and assures them  of its 
concern and prayers.

*Mr N M ISAACS: Mr Chairm an, I should like 
to endorse the words of the hon the leader o f the 
LP by expressing our most sincere sympathy with 
regard to the accident that took place in Klawer. 
We feel it, and we know what it means, particu­
larly to our community in the platteland. We 
endorse everything our hon leader said.

Agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF 
COMMITTEES

(Draft Resolution)

*Mr J C OO STH U IZEN : Mr Chairm an. I move 
the draft resolution printed in my name on the 
O rder Paper, as follows:

That Mr R O ’Reilly be appointed Chairm an of 
Committees.

Agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF 
COMMITTEES

(Draft Resolution)

‘ Mr J C OO STHUIZEN: Mr Chairm an, I move 
the draft resolution printed in my name on the 
O rder Paper, as follows:

That Mr D W N Josephs be appointed Deputy 
Chairman of Committees.

Agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE

(Draft Resolution)

The LEA D ER  O F T H E HOUSE: Mr Chair­
m an, I move the draft resolution printed in my 
name on the O rder Paper, as follows:

That the House at its rising today adjourn until 
26 September: Provided that during such 
adjournm ent M r Speaker may accelerate or 
postpone the date for the resumption of 
business.

Agreed to.

The House adjourned at 14:52.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES

The House met at 14:45 

The Chairm an took the Chair.

CONGRATULATIONS TO MEMBERS

The CH A IRM A N  O F T H E HOUSE: Order! 
Before we proceed to the O rder Paper, I wish to 
take this opportunity of congratulating hon 
members on their election to Parliam ent. As we 
are all aware, the elections took place under the 
most difficult circumstances.

I welcome hon m em bers to Parliam ent, particu­
larly those hon members who have become 
members for the first time. I want to tell them 
that Parliam ent functions accordingly to well- 
established rules and customs, and I want to 
assure them that I personally, and also the 
secretariat, are at all times prepared to assist 
them with any difficulties or problems they may 
have.

It remains for me to express the earnest hope 
that hon m embers will devote their every effort

to tackling the serious problems besetting our 
country, and that in the process they will estab­
lish for this House a name of which we as 
members and the community at large can be 
justly proud.

Mr A RAJBANSI: Mr Chairman, I wish to place 
on record my appreciation of your sentiments, 
with which I concur.

OATH

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E HOUSE: Order! 
I have to announce that the hon member 
Mr R  S Nowbath made and subscribed the oath 
today.

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE

(Draft Resolution)

Mr Y M OOLLA: Mr Chairman, I move:

That the House at its rising today adjourn until 
26 September: Provided that during such 
adjournm ent Mr Speaker may accelerate or 
postpone the date for the resum ption of 
business.

Agreed to.

The House adjourned at 14:51.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF 
ASSEM BLY

Prayers— 14:15.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COM­
MITTEE REPORTS—see col 90.

NEW MEMBERS

(Announcem ent)

Mr SPEA K ER  announced that Drs W J de 
Villiers and W A Odendaal and Messrs D P A 
Schutte and A van Breda had been nom inated as 
members of the House of Assembly in terms of 
section 41 (1) (b) of the Constitution with effect 
from 21 Septem ber 1989.

OATH

Drs W J de Villiers and W A Odendaal and 
Messrs D P A Schutte and A van Breda, 
introduced by Messrs J J Niemann and J P I 
Blanche, made and subscribed the oath and took 
their seats.

APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF WHIP OF 
PARLIAMENT

(Announcem ent)

*Mr SPEAKER: Order! I wish to inform hon 
members that Mr A van Breda, MP, has been 
appointed as Chief W hip of Parliam ent with 
effect from 21 Septem ber 1989. My sincere 
congratulations on his appointm ent.

NOMINATION OF PERSONS FOR 
APPOINTMENT TO PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

(Announcem ent)

Mr SPEAKER: Order! I have to announce 
that I have, in terms of section 70(2)(c) of the 
Constitution, fixed W ednesday, 27 Septem ber
1989, at 10:00 as the time, and the Auditorium  of 
Parliament as the place, for the nom ination by 
opposition parties of the House of Assembly of 
six persons for appointm ent by the State Presi­
dent to the President’s Council.

The House adjourned at 14:22.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENT A TIVES

Prayers— 14:15.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COM­
MITTEE REPORTS— see col 90.

NOMINATED MEMBERS

(Announcem ent)

The CH A IRM A N  O F TH E HO U SE announced 
that Messrs I J Kruger and E J Twynham had 
been nom inated as members of the House of 
Representatives in terms of section 42(l)(i>) of 
the Constitution.

SOLEMN AFFIRMATION

M r I J Kruger, introduced by Messrs G R 
Wessels and S K Louw, and M r E J Twynham, 
introduced by Messrs L T  Landers and T  A bra­
hams, made and subscribed the solemn affirma­
tion and took their seats.

APPOINTMENT OF LEADER OF THE 
HOUSE

(Announcem ent)

The CH A IRM A N  OF T H E H O U SE announced 
that Mr I Richards had been appointed as Leader 
of the House.

APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF WHIP OF 
PARLIAMENT

(Announcem ent)

The CH A IRM A N  O F T H E H O U SE announced 
that the State President had appointed Mr A van 
Breda, MP, as Chief Whip of Parliam ent with 
effect from 21 Septem ber 1989.

NOMINATION OF PERSONS FOR 
APPOINTMENT TO PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

(Announcem ent)

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E  H O USE announced 
that Mr Speaker had, in terms of section 70(2)(c) 
of the Constitution, fixed W ednesday, 27 Sep­
tem ber, at 10:00 as the time, and Committee 
Room  S26 in the Representatives Wing as the

place, for the nom ination by the opposition 
parties of the House of Representatives of three 
persons for appointm ent by the State President 
to the President’s Council.

DESIGNATION OF MEMBERS OF 
PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

(Draft Resolution)

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E  M INISTERS’ 
COUNCIL: Mr Chairman, I move without no­
tice:

That the House of Representatives designate 
the following persons in terms of section 70 (1)
(b) of the Constitution to be members of the 
President’s Council:

Messrs C Collis, A D elport, Mrs S M Frolic, 
Messrs P J Marais, T  Potgieter, Mrs A 
Ressouw, Messrs W M Ross, L P W agenaar, 
R  D Williams and J G van den Heever.

Agreed to.

‘The CHA IRM AN OF TH E HOUSE: Order! 
Just before the hon the Leader of the House 
moves the adjournm ent, permit me to congratu­
late the Chairman of the M inisters’ Council and 
every hon member of this House on their success 
during the recent election. May their conduct in 
future contribute to the realisation of the ideals 
they have set themselves. Hearty congratula­
tions.

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE

(Draft Resolution)

The L EA D E R  OF TH E HOUSE: Mr Chair­
man, I move without notice:

That the House at its rising adjourn until 2 
February 1990: Provided that during such 
adjournm ent—

(1) Mr Speaker may accelerate or postpone 
the date for the resumption of business; 
and

(2) the reports, proceedings and evidence of 
committees be printed on presentation to 
Mr Speaker.

Agreed to.

The House adjourned at 14:24.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES

Prayers— 14:15.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND COM­
MITTEE REPORTS— see col 90.

NOMINATION OF MEMBERS

(Announcem ent)

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E HOUSE: Order! I 
have to announce that Messrs P Naidoo and M F 
Cassim have been nominated as members of the 
House of Delegates with effect from 23 Septem­
ber in terms of section 43(1)(6) of the Constitu­
tion.

SOLEMN AFFIRMATION

(Announcem ent)

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E HOUSE: Order! 1 
further have to announce that Messrs P Naidoo 
and M F Cassim made and subscribed the solemn 
affirmation yesterday.

A t this juncture it would be very apt to quote a 
letter which the Duke of Omnium wrote to his 
son, Lord Silverbridge, congratulating him on 
his election as a Conservative Party MP in the 
British House of Commons in the year 1880:

1 have known gentlemen who have felt that in 
becoming members of Parliament they had 
achieved an object for themselves, instead of 
thinking that they had put themselves in the 
way of achieving something for others. A 
mem ber of Parliament should feel himself to 
be the servant of his country, and like every 
other servant, he should serve. If this be 
distasteful to a man, he need not go into 
Parliament. If the harness galls him, he need 
not wear it. If he takes the trappings, he should 
draw the coach.

You are there as a guardian of your fellow 
countrymen, that they may be safe, that they 
may be prosperous, that they may be well- 
governed and lightly burdened, and above all, 
that they may be free. If you cannot feel this 
to be your duty, you should not be there at 
all.

APPOINTMENT OF CHIEF WHIP OF 
PARLIAMENT

(Announcem ent)

The CHA IRM AN O F T H E HOUSE: Order! I 
further have to announce that Mr A  Van Breda, 
MP, has been appointed Chief Whip of Parlia­
ment with effect from 21 Septem ber 1989.

NOMINATION OF PERSON FOR 
APPOINTMENT TO PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

(Announcem ent)

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E  HO USE: Order! I 
further have to announce that M r Speaker has, in 
terms of section 70(2)(c) of the Constitution, 
fixed Wednesday, 27 Septem ber, at 10:00 as the 
time, and Room M46 of the Marks Building as 
the place, for the nom ination by the opposition 
parties of the House of Delegates of one person 
for appointm ent by the State President to the 
President’s Council.

WELCOMING OF MEMBERS

The L EA D ER  O F TH E  O FFIC IA L O PPO SI­
TION: Mr Chairman, please be so kind as to 
allow me to convey the best wishes of all the hon 
members on this side of the House to the two hon 
members who took their seats today. I want to 
say that notwithstanding the party-political di­
vide, there is a common denom inator which 
exists, and that is that we are all here to fight 
injustice, apartheid and unrighteousness in this 
country. I want to wish them well as members of 
this House.

The House adjourned at 14:28.

ANNOUNCEMENTS, TABLINGS AND 
COMMITTEE REPORTS

TABLINGS:

Petition:

Mr Speaker:

General Affairs:

1. Petition from G T du Preez of Potgiet- 
ersrus, formerly a Senator, praying for a 
pension or for o ther relief—(Presented by 
Mr H H  Schwarz).

2. Petition from H  Pritchard of R etreat, 
formerly a warrant officer in the South 
African Police, praying for an increase of 
pension or for o ther relief—(Presented by 
Mr G N Morkel).



PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF 
ASSEM BLY

Prayers— 14:15.

DESIGNATION OF MEMBERS OF 
PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

(Draft Resolution)

*Mr J J NIEM ANN: Mr Chairm an, I move the 
draft resolution printed in my name on the Order 
Paper, as follows:

That in term s of section 70 (1) (a) of the 
Republic of South Africa Constitution Act the 
House of Assembly designate the following 
persons as members of the President’s Coun­
cil: Mrs E  J Chait, Messrs S A de Beer, A J 
Esterhuyse, A C A  C G robler, S Immelman, J 
A  Jonker, F  J Joubert, Mrs A J Koch, Messrs 
H  Kruger, B Lategan, W A Lemmer, P A 
M atthee, Mmes A M C Nash, M E  Olckers, 
Messrs B J Piek, D  J Smit, P A van der Merwe, 
P J von Wielligh, C F  Vosloo and C M 
Williamson.

*Mnr J H HO ON: M r Chairm an, I move the 
following as an am endm ent to the printed draft 
resolution:

To omit all the words after “T hat” and to 
substitute “ the House declines to designate 
m embers of the President’s Council before the 
G overnm ent fully informs the House on its 
policy regarding the constitutional future and 
future functions of the President’s Council and 
how both designated and appointed members 
of the Council will be affected thereby.”

Parliam ent has been summoned to meet here 
today in order to constitute the President’s 
Council. Sixty members must be designated to 
serve on this council. For many of the 60 
members who are going to be elected to the 
President’s Council it is very im portant to know 
what the future holds for them , particularly now 
that they have had to  take note of a press 
statem ent by the hon the State President about 
the future of the President’s Council. [Interjec­
tions.]

G reat confusion and uncertainty prevail at the 
m om ent in regard to this m atter. According to

the statem ent made by the hon the State Presi­
dent only four members will be full-time mem­
bers of the President’s Council. The o ther 56 will 
be part-time members. In addition the salaries of 
members will be drastically reduced, and instead 
of three there will now be only two functioning 
committees of the President’s Council.

In 1988 the President’s Council instituted an 
investigation into its own composition, after the 
previous State President had suggested that 
Black people be included in the President’s 
Council. The President’s Council recommended 
that its membership be increased to 65 to make 
provision for Black people as well. That was at 
the beginning of last year.

The report had hardly been published when the 
previous State President did a complete about- 
face and issued a new instruction to the Presi­
dent’s Council, which I should like to repeat. On
2 July 1988 the State President requested the 
President’s Council, in terms of section 78(1) of 
the Republic of South Africa Constitution Act, 
1983, to institute an investigation into and advise 
him on the composition of the President’s Coun­
cil in respect of the rationalisation of the advisory 
function rendered by the council in terms of the 
Constitution in order to make provision for the 
re-organisation of the present President’s Coun­
cil, converting it into a part-time council consist­
ing of skilled and experienced persons. The State 
President also issued other instructions.

On 29 April, after an ad-hoc committee of the 
President’s Council under the chairmanship of 
Mr Pen Kotze had investigated this m atter, the 
President’s Council met. They debated the re­
port of the ad-hoc committee and decided, with 
opposition from the CP only, to submit its report 
for recommendation to the State President.

I should now like to quote what the President’s 
Council recommended. It must be borne in mind 
that this was its second recommendation in one 
year in regard to its own composition. The 
President’s Council recommended on page 19, 
paragraph 5.1, that there should be no drastic 
change, at that stage, to the full-time nature of 
the council, but that the m embership of the 
council should be reduced. Furtherm ore the 
Council proposed that reducing the membership 
was justified from a cost-saving point of view, as 
well as from the point of view of improved



functionality. A  smaller num ber of council mem­
bers would result in smaller committees. With 
opposition only from the CP, this recom menda­
tion of the President’s Council was adopted.

This report of the President’s Council was still 
hot off the press— the printer’s ink on its pages 
was hardly dry—when the present hon State 
President m ade another announcement. [Inter­
jections.] H e said that apart from the four 
mem bers, all the other m em bers of the Presi­
dent’s Council would function on a part-time 
basis. H e said there would be only two commit­
tees, not three.

Is the N P’s prevarication about the composition 
and functioning of the President’s Council not 
the absolute pinnacle o f inconsistency? Is this not 
the pinnacle of political bungling? Is this incon­
sistent and contradictory approach not a mani­
festation of the total uncertainty in which the NP 
finds itself? It is very clear to  me that this 
self-contradiction and prevarication on the part 
of the NP and its State Presidents is a manifesta­
tion of the uncertainty prevailing within that 
party at the moment. [Interjections.]

It is against this background of uncertainty which 
I have indicated and which prevails in the 
G overnm ent today, that this Parliam ent must 
appoint m em bers to serve on the President’s 
Council. It is against this confused background 
that members must relinquish their professions 
to make themselves available to  serve their party 
in the President’s Council as appointed or 
elected members.

I think it is the G overnm ent’s duty, before 
m em bers are elected to the President’s Council, 
to spell out to aspiring m embers of the Presi­
dent’s Council and political parties in Parliam ent 
who have to elect these mem bers, what is in store 
for them  during their term  of office. [Interjec­
tions.] I think Parliam ent owes it to the members 
of the President’s Council to spell out to them 
what is in store for them  in the coming year. 
[Interjections.]

A part from the fact that hon members are 
confused, an atm osphere of great frivolity is still 
prevailing in this place. [Interjections.] I also 
want to  say— and two of my form er President’s 
Council colleagues are present who will bear me 
out—-that we never experienced this kind of 
frivolity in that council, but I suppose this should 
be overlooked. [Interjections.]

The CP is, in principle, opposed to the policy of 
political power-sharing. We are therefore op­
posed, in principle, to all the constitutional 
structures as defined in the Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa, 1983, and we are 
therefore also opposed to the President’s Coun­
cil. [Interjections.]

Because the CP is not a boycott party, and 
because it wants to serve the interests of the 
White voter in every constitutional structure, it 
has nom inated three candidates to be appointed 
to the President’s Council. [Interjections.] As far 
as I know, the hon the State President did not 
inform the leaders of the political parties before­
hand about his envisaged plans with regard to the 
President’s Council and its members. [Interjec­
tions.] The hon the State President did not 
inform the political parties about what he in­
tended doing with the Constitution. To me this 
looks very like an impulsive step taken by the 
hon the State President in an effort to appear to 
be economising after the CP had hounded him 
during the election about wasting money in 
South Africa. [Interjections.] Now he wants to 
save money, after the NP has been driving South 
Africa to bankruptcy for the past five years; now 
he impulsively says that he wants to economise. 
Before political parties chose their candidates for 
the President’s Council, they informed aspiring 
candidates about the modus operandi of the 
council.

*Mr J J NIEM ANN: Mr Chairman, may I ask 
the hon member a question?

*Mr J H  HO O N : No, Mr Chairman. [Interjec­
tions.]

Before the election of President’s Council mem­
bers, the political parties informed their aspiring 
members about the modus operandi of the 
President’s Council. We told our people that the 
President’s Council sits for 14 days every month. 
[Interjections.] We were able to tell these mem­
bers what their privileges and remuneration 
would be. I take it the NP has also appointed its 
aspiring members. There were many aspiring 
m embers after the election. [Interjections.] 
There were many aspiring members for the NP. 
[Interjections.] There were many of them who 
were available for nomination. The hon the State 
President has an obligation to all prospective 
members of the President’s Council to inform 
them  fully about his envisaged plans before 
Parliam ent proceeds to elect these members.



W hat is the future of the President’s Council 
under the present Governm ent? In May 1989 the 
President’s Council recom mended that the full­
time nature of the council should not be 
changed. The then Chairman of the Constitu­
tional Com mittee, who is present in the House 
today, says that the full-time nature should not 
be changed. A fter an investigation was under­
taken into the possibility of re-organising the 
President’s Council, it was proposed that it 
remain a full-time body. W ith his statem ent the 
hon the State President is rejecting the recom­
mendation of his own President's Council. He 
has announced that members will function on a 
part-tim e basis. I am saying that the hon State 
President is not taking any notice of the so-called 
expert advice given to him. The question now is 
whether the President’s Council has any right to 
exist at all if the Governm ent so blatantly 
discards its advice. [Interjections.] Before mem­
bers are elected, the hon the State President 
should spell out his envisaged plan for the 
President’s Council and make it clear to this 
House whether the President’s Council still has a 
right to exist.

The form er President’s Council recommended 
that the num ber of members should be reduced 
to 36. Their reasoning was that this would save 
on costs and result in increased functionality. 
The argument was that smaller committees 
would function better. Hon members can ask the 
former chairman of the Constitutional Com mit­
tee. He is in this House at the moment. The hon 
the State President now proposes that the Presi­
dent’s Council should consist of 60 members and 
that there should be two committees instead of 
three. The old President’s Council found that 
three committees with 20 members each was too 
large, and recom mended that they be reduced in 
size. It also recom mended that the num ber of 
President’s Council members be reduced from 60 
to 36 so that the committees could be smaller and 
function more effectively. [Interjections.]

However, the hon the State President now says 
that there should be only two committees. These 
committees will consist of 30 members each. 
They are therefore larger. [Interjections.] The 
hon the State President is therefore also discard­
ing this advice given by the President’s Council. 
The question is now whether the hon the State 
President intends amending the composition of 
the President’s Council during this session of

Parliament in order to reduce its size and to 
make provision for Blacks.

If the hon the State President is going to uphold 
the recommendation of the President’s Council, 
namely that of reducing the num ber of members 
to 36, we expect him to indicate whether he is 
also going to make provision for Black people to 
be brought in, because the NP has accepted this 
in principle.

The CP has nominated three members and the 
DP has nom inated three members.

*An HON M EM BER: W here is Clive?

*Mr J H HOON: W here is the hon member Mr 
Swanepoel? [Interjections.] W here is the hon 
member Mr Swanepoel? [Interjections.]

A t the moment the CP and the DP each have 
three members in the President’s Council. If the 
President’s Council is reduced to 36 members, 
this means that in accordance with their recom­
m endation there would be only one representa­
tive for each of the opposition parties in the new 
President’s Council. The NP is obliged to tell the 
official opposition where they stand now.

By appointing members to the President’s Coun­
cil on a part-time basis, the Governm ent is also 
acknowledging that it has wasted the taxpayer’s 
money for more than five years with a full-time 
President’s Council. [Interjections.] Why does 
the Governm ent not accept the advice of the 
form er State President? He said that the deci- 
sion-making function could be entrusted to 10 or 
12 people. That is, 10 or 12 people who could be 
appointed on a part-time basis and who would be 
responsible for the decision-making function if 
there were a clash between the Houses.

If the NP wants to save money it should heed the 
advice of the former State President and not only 
that of the present hon State President who says 
there should be 60 members. They could really 
save money if they did that. They could abolish 
the President’s Council and put it in the hands of 
10 people who could perform the decision­
making function. Then they would really effect a 
saving for South Africa. [Time expired.]

*Mr J J NIEMANN: Mr Chairm an, the point of 
departure of the hon member for Kurum an was 
not quite correct when he said that the opposi­
tion parties had to discover by way of a press 
statem ent what the decisions were going to be.



The President’s Council published a report 
which is well-known and which is being read by 
everyone. The hon member for Kuruman him­
self also quoted from the report. Let us take a 
brief look at the request that was made to the 
President’s Council. [Interjections.] It reads as 
follows:

The composition of the President’s Council 
with regard to the rationalisation of the advi­
sory function which the council performs in 
terms of the Constitution Act, in order to 
make provision for the reorganisation of the 
present President’s Council into a part-time 
council consisting of persons with the neces­
sary expertise and experience in which provi­
sion is made for performing the functions of 
part-time and/or statutory councils . . .

*Mr J H  HO ON: R ead on page 19 what the 
recommendations are!

*Mr J J NIEM ANN: I can briefly read all the 
recommendations to the hon m em ber for Kuru­
man. The recommendations are, inter alia, the 
following:

The Committee recommends that no far- 
reaching changes be made at this stage to the 
full-time nature of the council, but . . .

[Interjections.]

. . . that m embership of the council be re­
duced without materially affecting the repre­
sentative constitution of the council from the 
three Houses of Parliament.

[Interjections.]

A further recommendation reads as follows:

In pursuance of the preceding recommenda­
tions the Committee recommends that a re­
constituted President’s Council should consist 
of 36 members . . .

Consequently they recommend that it be re­
duced. That is the recommendation of the Pres­
ident’s Council of which the hon m em ber was a 
m ember. Furtherm ore, the President’s Council 
also recommended the following:

In addition, the question of expertise across 
colour lines should provide greater perspec­
tive.

I think this is really the crux of the CP’s fears. 
They are prepared to serve on committees and 
commissions on which power is shared and on

which consensus politics between Coloureds, 
Asians and Whites is practised, but they have a 
m ortal fear of the Black man. [Interjections.] 
This is the basis of all their fears, owing to that 
single sentence in this report.

Let us take a look—  the hon mem ber for 
Kurum an referred to it— at what the hon the 
State President said on 21 April 1988 (Hansard, 
1988, col 6818):

The President’s Council is a body which has 
already played a valuable role in the Republic 
of South Africa and has produced numerous 
reports of importance which will still be made 
use of in future. Its term of office expires 
together with that of the present Parliam ent.

There is a feeling among some leaders of Black 
communities that they can make a contribu­
tion in the President’s Council. W hen the term 
of the President’s Council has expired, its 
composition and functions ought to be revised 
in order to consider this.

This is nothing new. It was said in 1988. How­
ever, if we are able to succeed in incorporating 
all these various facets in a reconstituted Presi­
dent’s Council and if we can constitute the 
council in such a way that we need not ask in the 
first instance whether a potential mem ber is 
W hite or Coloured, but what expertise he is able 
to place at the disposal of that council, we shall 
have solved one of the greatest problems in 
relations politics.

*Mr J H HOON: W hat expert is worth R15 000 
per annum?

*Mr J J NIEM ANN: Let us take a look at the 
hon the State President’s press statem ent, which 
was released on 22 Septem ber 1989. It reads as 
follows:

The Governm ent has, with a view to a stream ­
lining as well as the saving of costs, decided to 
effect changes in the structure of remuneration 
of the President’s Council.

The hon mem ber talks about rem uneration, but 
during the recent election the hon m em ber’s 
party was the first to exclaim that the moment 
they came to power, they would reduce the 
salaries of Ministers. However, they knew that 
they would never be able to come to power. 
[Interjections.] Now, when it comes to ordinary 
members of the President’s Council, they do not 
want to do this. [Interjections.]



‘The CHA IRM AN OF T H E  HO USE: Order! 
The hon m em ber for Kuruman has had his turn 
to speak. The hon m em ber for Kimberley South 
may continue.

*Mr J J NIEM ANN: The hon the State President 
went on to say the following in the press 
statem ent:

Although the present constitutionally pre­
scribed membership of 60 is to be retained, 56 
of the m embers of the new President’s Council 
are to serve in a part-time capacity, and their 
rem uneration will thus be adjusted down­
wards.

That is precisely what the Constitution says. 
W hen one reads section 73 of the of the Republic 
of South Africa Constitution Act, one finds that 
it says the following:

The members of the President’s Council shall 
receive such rem uneration and allowances as 
the State President may determ ine, as well as 
such o ther benefits as he may determine by 
proclamation in the Gazette.

Such rem uneration, allowances or benefits 
may differ according to the offices held by 
m embers in the Council, and according to 
whether the functions perform ed by members 
or attached to such offices are in the opinion of 
the State President of a full-time or part-time 
nature.

The hon the State President went on to say the 
following in the press statem ent:

The four full-time members of the council will 
be the Chairm an, Deputy Chairman and two 
chairmen of committees. The Governm ent 
intends to propose, in the new President’s 
Council . . .

T hat is the President’s Council itself!

. . . that the num ber of committees be re­
duced from the present three (those for Con­
stitutional, Social and Economic Affairs) to 
two.

Once again this is directly in line with section 
76(1) of the Republic of South Africa Constitu­
tion Act. Once again, I shall quote it:

Subject to the provisions of this Act, the 
President’s Council may make rules and or­
ders in connection with the order and conduct 
of its business and proceedings, the establish­
m ent, constitution and powers of committees

of the council and the order and conduct of 
their business and proceedings.

The hon the State President went on to say the 
following in the press statement:

This decision of the G overnm ent regarding the 
composition of the President’s Council is in 
line with a report adopted by the council 
earlier this year. In that report it was suggested 
that the total membership of the council be 
reduced to 36. The implementation of that 
recommendation would have involved a pro­
cess of constitutional amendments . . .

The Governm ent is therefore going to introduce 
constitutional amendments in this regard.

*Mr F  J LE ROUX: W hat are they going to  be? 
[Interjections.]

*Mr J J NIEMANN: Let us be honest with the 
hon member for Kuruman. They do not relate to 
what he said his fears were, or to the ambiguity 
under which the President’s Council will con­
tinue to exist. Their deep-seated fear is that of 
Black participation. They are afraid of the 
challenges of the day, and afraid that this new 
hon State President, Mr F W de Klerk, will 
succeed with his new South Africa.

*Mr J H VAN D E R  M ERW E: Mr Chairm an, on 
a point of order: I submit that it is not parliam en­
tary for one hon mem ber to tell another that he is 
afraid.

The CHA IRM AN O F T H E HOUSE: Order! I 
am aware that the word “ afraid” (bang) is a 
somewhat loaded word, but judging from the 
context, it is very clear that no insulting conno­
tation can be ascribed to it. The hon m em ber 
may continue.

*Mr J H  HO ON: Keppies may feel free to say 
that I am afraid. I do not mind.

*Mr J J NIEMANN: I am pleased that the hon 
member for Kuruman also says that I may feel 
free to say that he is afraid. [Interjections.] I 
refrained from saying how afraid he was. [Inter­
jections.]

*The CHA IRM AN OF THE HOUSE: Order! 
The hon mem ber must not go too far now.

*Mr J J NIEMANN: Very well, I shall not 
qualify it by saying how afraid the hon member 
is. [Interjections.]

The basis of all the CP’s fears is the fact that we



are now moving along the road to a new South 
Africa in which everyone will have a say in this 
legislative body of South Africa.

D r D J W ORRALL: Mr Chairman, I wish to 
move as a further amendment:

To omit all the words after “T hat” and to 
substitute “ the House declines to designate 
members of the President’s Council before the 
Governm ent fully informs the House on its 
policy regarding the constitutional future and 
future functions of the President’s Council and 
gives the assurance that the President’s Coun­
cil will be reconstituted so as to be representa­
tive of the people of South Africa as a whole

If I may, I wish to begin this, in a sense, third 
maiden speech with a few general remarks. It is 
certainly a pleasure to be back in this place after 
a holiday away from it. [Interjections.] It is a 
pleasure, naturally, to represent the constituency 
of Berea. [Interjections.] The NP said it was not 
a safe seat. They fought very hard for it and they 
put in a very high-profile candidate, as the hon 
mem ber for Umlazi knows. The majority in that 
constituency was increased.

However, as we come out of an election, this 
particular proposal of the Governm ent must be 
seen against that election and the m andate which 
the hon the State President quite correctly said 
he had received. The hon the State President, in 
one of his first public statem ents following his 
inauguration, said that more than 70% of W hite 
South Africa supported change. That is indeed 
the case. It is indeed true that it was contested on 
clearly reformist lines, largely as a result of the 
contribution and the role of this particular party 
in that election. It was possible—this party takes 
credit for that fact—when he emerged for the 
new hon State President to adopt a highly 
reformist approach. It was this party that said 
very clearly that the W hite electorate must send 
this message to the international community and 
more importantly to our fellow Black South 
Africans: “ Goodbye, good riddance to apart­
heid; we are ready to build a future together” . 
[Interjections.]

Let me make it very plain that this party will 
support every move of the NP and the Govern­
m ent in bringing about an apartheid-free, demo­
cratic—in the traditional W estern sense of the 
word— and free-enterprise South Africa. [Inter­
jections.] We will support the Governm ent in 
that. [Interjections.] We recognise also some­

thing that the form er Minister of Constitutional 
Developm ent and Planning understood. He was 
the genuine “verligte” of that bunch.

*He admitted that the future of this country 
would have to be negotiated.

tW e hear the NP Governm ent talking about 
negotiation, and yet the very first measure that it 
comes along with, which affects the institutions 
and the very G overnm ent of South Africa, is one 
about which, in the first place, there was no 
consultation whatever with party leaders in the 
tricameral system.

All of us as political parties make certain as­
sumptions. We put certain people into the field 
as candidates. We m ake assumptions about 
people going to the President’s Council. I want 
to make it very plain that the three nominees of 
this party, Mr James Rennie, M r David G ant 
and Mr James Selfe, are all persons eminently 
suited to make a m ajor contribution to the 
President’s Council and to public life. [Interjec­
tions.] We are committed to those people. We 
believe that they will make a fine contribution to 
public life.

However, there was no consultation with respect 
to this m atter. In the first place, the futures of 
individuals were affected. In the second place, 
however—this is critically im portant—  the Gov­
ernm ent has spoken of the importance of new 
vision. As a m atter of fact, it was a pleasing 
aspect of the N P’s campaign that it focused on 
the idea of new vision, new action and new 
leadership. [Interjections.]

*We appreciated it, because this was where the 
NP was lacking, and we are in search of concrete­
ness and a specific vision. We are in search of 
indications of where this Governm ent wants to 
go. [Interjections.]

This is why I am now referring to these proposed 
changes to the President’s Council. In the first 
place we want to know what the President’s 
Council will look like. [Interjections.] There 
have been two President’s Councils. The one was 
not party political. That was the old President’s 
Council.

tW e accepted that specialists should be ap­
pointed, that it was a policy advisory body and 
that it was fundamentally based on consensus. If 
one looks at the report of the old President’s 
Council, which dealt with the question of the



future of the President’s Council under the new 
Constitution, one will see that we defined the 
functions very clearly. We said it should be 
policy advisory and that it should have a logjam- 
breaking role in the legislature, or could play 
such a role, but throughout we stressed the 
importance of consensus. In particular, as we 
envisaged it, it would be a body like the old 
President’s Council.

Mr P J FA R R ELL: Who are “we” ?

D r D J W ORRALL: The members of the 
President’s Council who prepared the report 
recommended—the President’s Council itself 
said so— that that body should be a non-party- 
political body. Unfortunately what has happened 
in the interim  is that the President’s Council has 
become a politicised body.

We ask the Governm ent, in the first place, what 
the role of the President’s Council is going to be 
in terms of the overall constitutional future of 
South Africa. How does the Governm ent see it? 
How does the hon the M inister of Constitutional 
Developm ent see this new body? He is the 
person who should have been speaking on behalf 
of the G overnm ent today. He had an opportu­
nity to spell out the Governm ent’s vision to the 
country and the world. Mrs Thatcher, who is 
going off on 18 O ctober to a m ajor Common­
wealth heads of government meeting, wants 
some answers. [Interjections.]

H ere was an opportunity for specifics. H ere was 
an opportunity for the Governm ent to spell out 
in specific terms just where it was going, because 
up till now we have had nothing but rhetoric. 
Here was the opportunity, but yet, meaning no 
disrespect to the hon the Chief Whip of Parlia­
m ent, it was handled at that particular level. 
H ere was a chance for a statesmanlike speech 
spelling out the Governm ent’s vision and the 
concrete form which it will take. [Interjections.]

The CH A IRM A N  O F T H E HO USE: Order! I 
cannot allow this running commentary to con­
tinue.

D r D J W ORRALL: There are o ther aspects to 
this. Aside from enabling it to spell out how it 
sees the President’s Council, this was an oppor­
tunity for the Governm ent on the threshold of 
negotiation. We accept that this country is out of 
apartheid and that it has entered a new era. That 
was the significance of the election. We are in a 
new era, and we have to work it out together. It

is critically important that we do so, and the 
Governm ent will get the support of this party in 
all their efforts in that respect. [Interjections.]

H ere was an opportunity for the NP to indicate 
to the general population what its intentions 
were with respect to the composition of the new 
President’s Council. Is it its intention to include 
the whole population? We would have liked to 
have heard. A fter all, if the Governm ent was 
thinking about narrowing it down, restricting the 
membership and making it a part-time organisa­
tion, it must have had some ideas about its role in 
developing the new South Africa. H ere was the 
chance to do this.

The Governm ent’s whole approach to negotia­
tion and the constitutional future is another 
aspect which concerns this party. That is another 
reason why we introduce the reservations which 
we do this afternoon.

*It refers to the fact that there is a trem endous 
alienation between the people of South Africa 
and their government institutions.

The CHA IRM AN O F T H E HO USE: Order! I 
regret that the hon mem ber’s time has expired.

Mr D J DALLING: Mr Chairman, that is quite 
incorrect. The hon m em ber’s time has not ex­
pired.

The CHAIRM AN OF TH E  HO USE: Order! I 
am sorry. The hon member may continue.

D r D J W ORRALL: Thank you. I think I can 
continue from where I was.

The fact is that one of the great sadnesses or 
misfortunes of constitutional change over the 
fast decade has been the fact that it has occurred 
on a piecemeal sort of basis. In the old days 
W hite South Africans, in particular, had a very 
clear relationship to Governm ent—there were 
provincial administrations, municipalities, an 
Assembly and a Senate. It was a relatively easy 
system to which people could relate, but G overn­
ment in this country has become increasingly 
complex, difficult and . . .

Mr J H VAN D E R  MERW E: Confused!

D r D J W ORRALL: . . . confusing to the 
ordinary South African—the hon member is 
correct—with the introduction of regional coun­
cils. With the introduction of different levels of 
Governm ent it is becoming extremely difficult



for the ordinary person— hon members on that 
side of the House know it because very few of 
them can actually explain how regional services 
councils work—to in fact relate to these institu­
tions. Here one has another example.

*1 want to say to hon members that many people 
in this country, when they read that there is 
another change to the President’s Council, doubt 
the future and the true role of government 
institutions. That is why we say that instead of 
raising the minor argument that they want to cut 
the public sector expenditure with a few million 
rands when trem endous cuts are necessary, the 
Governm ent should rather have waited and 
made their recommendations with regard to the 
President’s Council in terms of the whole.

tW e wanted to see just what the overall consti­
tutional future of this country is, what the vision 
of this Governm ent and the new hon State 
President is. We say that constitutional changes 
must now include all South Africans. The Presi­
dent’s Council is part of the existing institution 
which could quite easily be expanded to reflect 
the interests of all South Africans.

I conclude therefore by saying that while we have 
introduced reservations on this particular 
point—they are principled reservations—I want 
to repeat what we have said before, seeing that 
the hon the State President is present. Since his 
inauguration this is the first opportunity we have 
had to address him and I say to him on behalf of 
the D P that we wish him well—sincerely. [Inter­
jections.]

*We mean well with him, and he will enjoy our 
support in all the steps that he takes in the 
direction of a South Africa that is free of 
apartheid; a democratic South Africa—from a 
W estern point of view—and a South Africa 
where the economy is based on free enterprise. 
We promise him that. I want to say to him and 
the Governm ent, though, that this was a poor 
start. [Interjections.]

'M r  H D K VAN D ER  M ERW E: Mr Chair­
man, the hon mem ber for Berea surprised us 
today with his speech. I want to remind the hon 
mem ber that at one stage he was part of the left 
wing of the old NP which developed this tricam- 
eral Parliam ent as well as the President’s Council 
for us. I find it surprising that the hon member 
for Berea is so impatient with his old friends 
sitting opposite him today.

*Dr J J VILONEL: H e was a UP supporter!

• M r H D K  VAN D ER  M ERW E: W here was he 
during those years when he served on the 
Constitutional Committee and had to  discuss 
these matters? Why did he not speak to his 
friends when he and D r D e Crespigny sat to 
develop a so-called tricameral Parliam ent for 
South Africa? Today he is very irritable about it. 
We want to tell the hon mem ber for Berea that 
we shall speak to one another again at a later 
stage.

I wish to give the hon the State President some 
sound advice. He must call in M r Chris Heunis. 
At one point we told the House that if a bus 
should run over M r Heunis, the NP would be in 
trouble because they did not understand the 
Constitution as they had compiled it at the time. 
Therefore I wish to tell the hon the State 
President that he must call in M r Chris Heunis so 
that he can explain to them what is going on in 
the Constitution. The hon the State President 
and I are sitting as close to one another as we 
shall ever do. We shall have to discuss a few 
m atters with one another a great deal.

I wish to say that just as the hon the M inister of 
Foreign Affairs and he ousted the previous State 
President, he is also trying to get rid of the 
President’s Council now—one of his own cre­
ations! I remember very well how . . .

•The STATE PRESIDENT: Your absence has 
not done you any good! [Interjections.]

• M r H D K  VAN D E R  M ERW E: Well, I want 
to tell him that the fact that I am back and that we 
have gained 17 seats, must make the hon the 
State President feel very anxious. If they hold 
another election, they will lose at least another 
17 seats to this side of the House. [Interjections.]

I wish to tell the hon the State President that he 
kicked up a great fuss a few years ago when we 
developed this Constitution. He told us what he 
was going to do with regard to the new tricameral 
system and the special part which the President’s 
Council was going to play, and now he comes 
forward and announces these things without 
having had any discussions with those people 
with whom he especially wishes to have consen­
sus.

Has he spoken to the Coloured people about 
this? Has he spoken to Indian affairs? Has he 
spoken to the D P or to us? [Interjections.] It is



typical. The hon the State President is the one 
who wants to achieve consensus, but he only 
seeks consensus with the Coloured and Indian 
people and as far as the W hites are concerned, he 
did not seek consensus! H e came . . .
"The STATE PRESID EN T: I did not ask any­
one’s permission. I exercised my own discretion! 
[Interjections.]
•M r H D K VAN D ER M ERW E: Yes, he 
exercised his own discretion! He wants us to 
succeed with a tricameral system, but he does not 
speak to the m embers of the Opposition in order 
to inform us of what he wishes to do.
•The STATE PRESID EN T: You were informed 
beforehand!
• M r H D K  VAN D ER  M ERW E: No, who did 
the hon the State President inform?
•The STATE PRESID EN T: Yesterday. [Inter­
jections.]
•M r H D K VAN D E R  M ERW E: Yesterday! 
Who did the hon the State President inform 
yesterday?
•The CHA IRM AN O F T H E HOUSE: Order! I 
cannot allow a dialogue across the floor of the 
House.
•M r H D K VAN D E R  M ERW E: Yes, Mr 
Chairm an, you must speak to the hon the new 
State President. You will have to speak to him, 
because we are going to speak to him. This is an 
extremely serious m atter. We must obtain a 
speaking turn for the hon the State President so 
that he can answer the questions we put to him.
The hon the Chief Whip of the NP says that we 
are afraid of the Blacks; that we do not want to 
have Blacks in the constitutional dispensation. 
W hat, then, does he say to the DP? Surely they 
are not afraid of the Blacks.
We said it from the beginning and that is why we 
broke away. W hen we broke away from the NP 
in 1982 and they kicked us out, I told the hon the 
State President and the o ther hon members that 
as soon as they included the Coloureds and 
Indians in so-called healthy power-sharing, they 
would ultimately have to include the Blacks as 
well. A t the time, a month or so later, the hon 
the State President addressed the students of the 
University of Pretoria and said that the people in 
South Africa who said that we were going to 
include Black people in this dispensation, were 
malicious. [Interjections.]
W hen I look at and listen to the hon the State 
President, I think about the old hymn verse 
which goes: "H oe dieper ek poog te delwe, hoe

meer verderf ek vind” . This holds good for the 
NP and its policy.
The President’s Council was appointed to advise 
the hon the State President. A t the time the 
President’s Council was appointed to use its own 
initiative and to give advice.
The other extremely important m atter was that it 
had to decide the issue when differences arose 
between the three Houses. In other words it is 
now being changed. The hon the State President 
says that they receive too much money; too much 
money is being wasted. There are a few reasons 
which he has to inform us about. Firstly, the 
President’s Council was established a few years 
ago. They said that they wanted knowledgeable 
people. They went further—they should go and 
read the speeches they made at that time— and 
said that those people had to give advice and do 
their work on as full-time a basis as was possible 
because they would be dealing with extremely 
important matters.
Now they must simply be appointed on an ad hoc 
and tem porary basis. They must suddenly get 
together and advise the hon the State President. 
•M r J H HO ON: He takes no notice of their 
advice. He uses his own discretion.
•M r H D K VAN D ER  M ERW E: This Presi­
dent’s Council—I remember what the hon mem­
bers said at the time— must carry out this impor­
tant task by means of people who are simply 
convened for a week or two or for a few days per 
m onth, and then they must still take final 
decisions on important matters.
•M r J H VAN D ER  M ERW E: On a tem porary 
basis.
•M r H D K VAN D E R  M ERW E: On a 
tem porary basis. How do they do it?
•The STATE PRESID EN T: They can sit the 
whole year if there is a need for that.
•M r J H VAN D E R  M ERW E: For R15 000? 
• M r H D K  VAN D E R  M ERW E: I wish to say 
that we are digging deeper today and are finding 
only further perdition with regard to the hon the 
State President.
I do not want the hon the Leader of the House to 
reply today; the hon the State President must 
stand up.
•M r J H VAN D ER  M ERW E: It is his council! 
• M r H D K  VAN D ER  M ERW E: O f course, the 
hon the State President must stand up because 
he must explain to us what is happening to this 
country.



*Mr J H  VAN D E R  M ERW E: It is his Presi­
dent’s Council!
*Mr H D K VAN D E R  M ERW E: He has a new 
five-year plan—a new left-wing drive. He also 
sits on the left-hand side of the bench. This is a 
new left-wing drive which he has come up with. 
This is the first of the things he has come up with.
I now wish to ask the hon the State President 
something. He keeps his country in the dark 
about the constitutional planning and the future 
of South Africa. In 1983 the electorate had to 
vote “yes” for a referendum  of which the 
Constitution was ill-considered, and now they 
had to  vote for a five-year plan while nobody 
knows what the plan is. [Interjections.] Nobody 
knows what the plan is. All I know is that the hon 
the M inister who is sitting here—he is a great 
Broederbonder, the chairman of the Broeder- 
bond—has changed his principles. If he has 
changed his principles surely he should go and sit 
with the Dem ocrats, because what, then, is the 
difference between him and the Democrats?
I wish to say that it is very obvious to the whole 
South Africa that we, the CP, who were written 
off in 1982 as a small splinter group, have 
returned stronger than ever. The hon the Minis­
ter of Defence said at the time that we were the 
lesser lights; we were the people who did not 
count.
•The M INISTER OF PLANNING AND PR O ­
VIN CIAL AFFAIRS: W hat was your majority?
•M r H D K VAN D E R  M ERW E: Well, I must 
say that I have a much better chance of winning 
the next round than that hon the M inister has. 
[Interjections.] The important point is that I am 
a m em ber of a team which returned with 17 more 
seats than before. [Interjections.]
•The CHA IRM AN O F T H E HOUSE: Order! 
•M r H D K VAN D E R  M ERW E: Mr Chair­
man, we are back in this House and I wish to say 
that South Africa is on the road to disaster with 
this policy of the Governm ent. We are heading 
for the precipice. [Interjections.] The CP will use 
every available minute to fight those things with 
which the Governm ent is trying to destroy the 
W hite m an, the Afrikaner people, and the other 
peoples in South Africa. [Interjections.] We are 
back and stronger than before and also more 
inspired to fight for those principles and ideals 
which Afrikanerdom  has fought for all these 
years. [Interjections.]
•The LEA D ER  OF TH E  HOUSE: Mr Chair­
m an, having listened to the hon mem ber for 
Kuruman and the hon member Mr Van der 
M erwe, as well as the hon mem ber for Berea, I

am inclined to believe the proverb which states 
that the more things change the more they stay 
the same. This is also true of Parliam ent. The 
m ore Parliam ent changes, the more it stays the 
same. [Interjections.]
Time would seem to have stood still since we last 
listened to the hon mem ber for Kuruman and the 
hon member Mr Van der Merwe. [Interjections.] 
Perhaps this is also typical of the CP. A fter all, 
they are standing still. They are standing so still 
that we can only see them  in the rear-view m irror 
of history. [Interjections.] No m atter what the 
hon members say about the growth of the CP, 
this party will in due course sink below the 
horizon of history. [Interjections.]
The hon member for Kuruman is debating as if 
he is still a mem ber of the President’s Council. 
He is debating on the proposals and the recom­
mendations of the President’s Council. How­
ever, the future of the President’s Council is not 
at issue today in term s of the draft resolution 
under discussion.
*Mr I H VAN D E R  M ERW E: Good grief, 
Dawie!
•The LEA D ER  O F T H E H O USE: The nature 
and the composition of the President’s Council is 
not at issue here now. W hat is at issue is the 
functioning of the President’s Council—the 
appointm ent of members in accordance with the 
provisions of the present Constitution. The hon 
members did not raise one relevant argument as 
to why this motion of the hon the Chief W hip of 
the NP should not be agreed to today.
*Mr J H  HO O N : Then you were not listening!
•The L EA D E R  O F TH E  H O USE: Mr Chair­
man, the m otion of the hon mem ber was intro­
duced under the Constitution. [Interjections.] If 
the hon members oppose this m otion, this must 
be interpreted as contem pt for the Constitution. 
[Interjections.] Yes, a specific num ber of mem­
bers must be appointed to the President’s Coun­
cil by Parliam ent. This is the m otion before the 
House today. [Interjections.]
•The CHA IRM AN OF T H E HO USE: Order! 
Hon members must realise that making interjec­
tions is subject to the discretion of the presiding 
officer. If hon members are going to abuse the 
Chair’s considerateness in this connection, we 
will be compelled to take far stricter action 
against interjections. We simply cannot go on 
like this. The hon the Leader of the House may 
proceed.
•The L EA D E R  O F T H E H O USE: Thank you, 
Sir. The motion before the House today, does 
not concern the nature or the character of the



President’s Council, but its functioning—func­
tioning in the sense of whether members must 
serve on this council on a full-time or part-time 
basis. As far as the part-tim e character of the 
President’s Council is concerned, the hon the 
State President acted totally in accordance with 
his powers. Section 73, to which the hon the 
Chief Whip has already referred, authorises the 
State President to determ ine whether members 
may be appointed on a full-time and/or part-time 
basis, and also to determ ine what the rem unera­
tion of such m embers shall be.
The hon m em ber for Kuruman is suggesting that 
the hon the State President may simply deter­
mine the composition as well as the nature and 
function of the President's Council on his own. 
This is determ ined by the Constitution, and 
every am endm ent to the Constitution requires a 
procedure. The hon m em ber for Kuruman, as a 
form er m em ber of the President’s Council, 
knows that after the discussion and acceptance of 
the report of the President’s Council towards the 
end of April of this year there was no time to give 
consideration to those proposals with a view to 
possible statutory amendments. Consequently it 
is not the hon the State President, as the hon 
mem ber for Kurum an suggested, who is deciding 
that there must be 60 members. Every change to 
the present composition of the President’s Coun­
cil must be effected by means of statutory 
amendments.
W hat is m ore it is im portant to note that this 
m otion before the House involves a cut in 
expenses. H on members should not conduct an 
election campaign on the basis of economising 
and then when it becomes apparent here that the 
Governm ent is serious about cutting expenses, 
oppose it. Several million rands per year can be 
saved by agreeing to this motion. W hat is more 
im portant is that the efficiency of the President’s 
Council can be improved by this motion.
*Mr S C JACOBS: You know that is not true! 
•The L EA D E R  O F T H E  HO USE: But of 
course it is true! Now people are being paid for 
the services they render, and if the services of 
members of the President’s Council are required 
for the greater part of a year, they can be 
employed for the g reater part of that year of even 
for the entire year.
•M r J H  VAN D E R  M ERW E: May I put a 
question to the hon the Leader of the House? 
•The L E A D E R  OF T H E  HO USE: Sir, may I 
first finish what I am doing? I have limited time. 
The hon m em ber has had his time.

It is also true that there are experts in South 
Africa who do not wish to serve on such a council 
on a full-time basis.
•M r J H  VAN D E R  M ERW E: A nd who want to 
work for R250 per day.
•The L EA D E R  O F T H E HO USE: Their exper­
tise can now be utilised in that they serve on the 
President’s Council on a part-time basis and they 
can be used when it is possible for them to make 
their time available. That is why I submit that the 
hon members are trying to debate the nature and 
the composition of the President’s Council and 
that is not what is at issue.
*Mr J H HO ON: W hat has become of the 
motion? W hen are you going to spell out to us 
the function of the members?
•The L EA D ER  OF T H E HOUSE: The motion 
before the House is simply the appointm ent of 
members to the President’s Council under the 
Constitution. This compels us to nominate a 
num ber of members as members of the Presi­
dent’s Council within a specified time. The hon 
members are therefore debating something 
which can be debated at a later date.
I want to tell the hon member for Berea that we 
welcome him here today as the m em ber for 
Berea. I really want to tell him that we did not 
expect him to opt for a safe seat, but thought that 
he would win a more marginal seat to represent 
here in the House. The hon mem ber also wants 
to discuss constitutional amendments here to ­
day.
•M r F J LE ROUX: Why did you not go back to 
Cape Town Gardens?
•The L EA D E R  OF TH E HO USE: The hon 
member knows that there will be constitutional 
amendments. The Governm ent has committed 
itself to constitutional amendments. They will be 
negotiated, and they will then be debated in this 
House in an orderly fashion.
The hon member made a speech here which 
sounded as if he was conducting an election 
campaign. The hon member must bear in mind 
that they came third in this election campaign. 
The voters have entrusted the NP with leading 
the way as regards the changes which must be 
introduced in South Africa. Let me tell the hon 
members of the CP that there are going to be 
changes. We are definitely moving towards a 
new future. The hon member for Kuruman 
spoke about uncertainty. If there is one certainty 
it is that we are moving towards a new future and 
that the NP has been called by the voters of 
South Africa to lead them to the new South 
Africa.



*Mr J H HO ON: The future is always new!
•The L EA D ER  OF T H E HOUSE: The compo­
sition of the President’s Council also attests to a 
new future. If all 60 members were to be ap­
pointed on a permanent basis today, this would 
have made further amendments difficult; then 
one would have been committed to the composi­
tion of a President’s Council for five years.
We have committed ourselves to a process of 
constitutional change, and this implies that there 
will be changes; not only to the President’s 
Council, but also to o ther Governm ent institu­
tions. We do not want to commit ourselves to 
stagnation for a period of five years. As far as the 
future is concerned we are prepared to look, with 
an open mind, at the changes which are neces­
sary to establish o ther Governm ent institutions. 
The fact is that we are moving towards a future in 
which all the inhabitants of South Africa are 
going to participate in decisions affecting their 
lives. That is why the Governm ent—the NP— 
has committed itself to reform and this step not 
only attests to economising and efficiency, but 
also reflects the spirit of reform which is going to 
be proceeded with under the guidance of our hon 
State President in the next five years.
D ebate concluded.
Question put: That all the words after “T hat" 
form part of the Question.
The House divided:

AYES—91: Ackerm ann, C; A lant, T G; 
Babb, G R W; Badenhorst, C J W; Bartlett, G 
S; Bekker, H J; Blaas, A; Blanche, J P I; 
Bosman, J F; Botha, C J van R; Brazelle, J A; 
Breytenbach, W N; Cam erer, S M; Clase, P J; 
Cloete, A C; Coetsee, H J; Coetzer, P W; De 
Beer, S J; De Jager, A J; D e Jager, C L; De 
Villiers, D J; De Villiers, J; Delport, J T; 
D urr, K D S ;  Farrell, P J; Fick, L H; Fourie, 
A ; Geldenhuys, B L; Graaff, D de V; G un­
ning, T; Jacobsz, F  P; Jooste, J A ; King, R J; 
King, T  J; Koornhof, N J J van R; Kotze, G J; 
Kriel, H J; Kruger, T A P ;  Lemmer, J J; 
Louw, E; Louw, E  van der M; Louw, I; 
Malan, M A de M; Malherbe, G J; Marais, J 
A; Marais, P G; M ar6, P L; M atthee, J C; 
Mentz, J H W; Meyer, A T; M eyer, R P; 
Myburgh, G B; Nel, W H; Niemann, J J; 
Odendaal W A; Oosthuizen, A J G; Oosthui-

zen, G C; Pretorius, I J; Pretorius, J F; Radue, 
R J; Retief, J L; Scheepers, J H  L; Schnetler, 
J; Schoeman, E  A; Schoeman, R S; Smit, F P; 
Smit, H A; Steenkam p. P J; Streicher. D M; 
Swanepoel, J J ; Swanepoel, K D; Swanepoel, 
P J; Thompson, A G; Van der M erwe, C J; 
Van D eventer, F J; Van H eerden, F J; Van 
Niekerk, A I; Van Wyk, J A ; V enter, A  A; 
V enter, E H; Viljoen, G van N; Vilonel, J J; 
Vlok, A J; W elgemoed, P J; Wessels, L. 
Tellers: Fismer, C L; Jordaan, A L; M aree, J 
W; Meyer, W D ; Schoeman, S J; Steyn, P T.

NOES—40: Andrew, K M; Botha, J J C; 
Botha, W A; Chiole, J; Coetzee, H J; Dalling, 
D J; De Jager, C D ; De la Rey, P H ; De Ville, 
J R; Du Plessis, D P; Eglin, C W; G erber, A; 
Gous, P J; H oon, J H ; Hulley, R R; Jacobs, S 
C; Jordaan, E J; Le Roux, F J; M entz, M J; 
Momberg, J H; Nolte, D G H ; Oosthuizen, A 
P; Paulus, P J; Pauw, F H; Pienaar, C H; 
Pienaar, D S; Prinsloo, J J S; Schoeman, C B; 
Smuts, M; Stofberg, L F; Uys, C; Van der 
Merwe, H D K; Van der M erwe, W L; Van 
Eck, J; Van R hijn, P H ; Van W yk, W J D; 
W alsh, J J ;  W o rra ll.D J .

Tellers: Snyman, W J; Van der M erwe, J H.

Question affirmed and amendm ents dropped.

Main Question accordingly agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE

(Draft Resolution)

•The L EA D E R  O F TH E  H O USE: Mr Chair­
man, I move the draft resolution printed in my 
name on the O rder Paper, as follows:

That the House at its rising today adjourn until
2 February 1990: Provided that during such 
adjournm ent—

(1) Mr Speaker may accelerate or postpone 
the date for the resum ption of business; 
and

(2) the reports, proceedings and evidence of 
committees be printed on presentation to 
Mr Speaker.

A greed to.

The House adjourned at 15:25.



PROCEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE OF 
DELEGATES

Prayers— 14:15.

DISSOLUTION OF HOUSE

(Draft Resolution)

The M INISTER O F T H E BUD GET: Mr 
Chairm an, I move without notice in terms of 
Rule 130(f) of the Standing Rules of Parliament:

That in view of—

(1) Solidarity m embership in the House 
standing at 23 members, of which two 
members were the nominees of the State 
President;

(2) the House of D elegates’ total mem ber­
ship being 45;

(3) Solidarity having a majority of a paltry 
two members, which does not constitute a 
working majority in the House;

(4) the Chairman of the M inisters’ Council 
and Leader of Solidarity, D r J N Reddy, 
being on record as having pronounced in 
public that he would call upon the State 
President to dissolve the House of Dele­
gates if he (D r Reddy) did not have a clear 
m ajority;

this House calls upon D r J N Reddy to call
upon the State President to dissolve this House
forthwith in terms of his undertaking to the
electorate.

The CHA IRM AN O F T H E HO USE: Order! 
Are there any objections?

Mr Y M OOLLA: Mr Chairm an, I object to the 
motion.

NOTICE OF MOTION

The M INISTER O F TH E BUD GET: Mr 
Chairm an, in view of the objection to the 
proposed m otion, I give notice that on 2 Febru­
ary 1990 I shall move:

That in view of—

(1) Solidarity membership in the House 
standing at 23 members . . .

[Interjections.] I accept the integrity of hon 
m embers on the o ther side.

. . .of which two members were the 
nominees of the State President;

(2) the House of Delegates’ total m em ber­
ship being 45;

(3) Solidarity having a majority of a paltry 
two members, which does not constitute a 
working majority in the House;

[Interjections.]

The CHA IRM AN OF TH E  HOUSE: Order! 
The hon the Minister is on his feet and should be 
respected. I want to appeal to hon members on 
both sides to stop interjecting while the hon the 
Minister is reading his motion. The hon the 
Minister may proceed.

The M INISTER: Mr Chairman, I now proceed 
to read the rest of the motion:

(4) the Chairman of the Ministers' Council 
and Leader of Solidarity, D r J N Reddy, 
being on record as having pronounced in 
public that he would call upon the State 
President to dissolve the House of Dele­
gates if he (D r Reddy) did not have a clear 
majority;

this House calls upon D r J N Reddy to call 
upon the State President to dissolve this House 
forthwith in terms of his undertaking to the 
electorate.

The CHA IRM AN OF T H E HOUSE: Order!

Mr T  PALAN: Do not come through the back 
door!

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E HOUSE: Order! I 
want to appeal to the hon member for Bayview 
to remember that hon members are supposed to 
keep quiet when the Chairman of the House or 
any other presiding officer addresses the House.

The L EA D ER  OF T H E OFFICIAL OPPOSI­
TION: Mr Chairman, on a point of order: The 
hon member for Bayview rem arked to the hon 
the Minister of the Budget that he should not 
come through the back door.

The CHA IRM AN OF TH E HOUSE: Order! I 
want to appeal to hon members to bear in mind 
that all hon members of this House, including 
indirectly elected or nom inated mem bers, are 
hon members of this House. There is not one hon 
member who came to this House through a front 
door, a back door or a side door. H on members 
have all come here in terms of the Constitution,



whether they were elected, indirectly elected or 
appointed. 1 want to appeal to hon members not 
to start off in this fashion by denigrating hon 
members. My appeal is directed at both sides of 
the House.

DESIGNATION OF MEMBERS OF 
PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

(Draft Resolution)

Mr Y M OOLLA: Mr Chairm an, I move:

T hat in terms of section 70(l)(c) of the Repub­
lic of South Africa Constitution Act the House 
of Delegates designate the following persons 
as members of the President’s Council: Messrs 
1 Om ar, K Ram duth, A K Pillay, M Thaver 
and K Reddy.

Agreed to (Official Opposition dissenting).

APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN OF 
COMMITTEES

(Draft Resolution)

Mr Y MOOLLA: Mr Chairman, I move:

That Mr P I Devan be appointed Chairman of 
Committees.

Agreed to.

APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEES

(Draft Resolution)

Mr Y M OOLLA: Mr Chairm an, I move:

That Mr T  Palan be appointed Deputy Chair­
man of Committees.

The LEA D ER  O F T H E OFFICIA L OPPOSI­
TION: M r Chairman, on behalf of hon members 
on this side of the House, I would like to 
congratulate the two hon members on their 
election as Chairman of Committees and Deputy 
Chairman of Committees respectively, and I give 
them  the assurance that we shall give them our 
full co-operation.

The CHA IRM AN OF T H E HOUSE: Order! At 
this juncture I too would like to convey my 
congratulations to the two newly-elected presid­
ing officers. I am sure I speak on behalf of all hon 
members of the House, as well as the Secretariat.
I would like to extend our congratulations to the 
hon m em ber for Cavendish and the hon member 
for Bayview on their respective elections. We 
want to welcome them to the fraternity of

presiding officers and give them the assurance 
that they can depend on our assistance and 
support at all times.

Mr Y M OOLLA: Mr Chairman, I would also 
like to express my appreciation and gratitude to 
hon members of the House for having unani­
mously accepted the motions that were proposed 
by me in respect of the appointm ent of a 
Chairman of Committees and a Deputy Chair­
man of Committees. It was done in a good spirit 
and I trust that this augurs well for the future.

The L E A D E R  O F TH E  O FFICIAL O PPO SI­
TION: Mr Chairm an, I, too, crave your indul­
gence to place on record our appreciation for the 
services of our present hon M inister of Educa­
tion and Culture. We do not know what the 
decision of the hon the State President will be, 
but, in terms of the Constitution, we can have a 
M inister who is not a member of this House. He 
is actually a mem ber of the M inisters’ Council of 
this House and I want to  wish him well.

Mr Y M OOLLA: He is a member of the 
President’s Council.

The L EA D E R  O F TH E  O FFIC IA L OPPOSI­
TION: We also wish him well in respect of his 
appointm ent as a member of the President’s 
Council, and also when he departs as a member 
of the M inisters’ Council.

Question agreed to.

ADJOURNMENT OF HOUSE

(Draft Resolution)

Mr Y M OOLLA: Mr Chairm an, I move the 
Draft Resolution printed in my name on the 
Order Paper, as follows:

That the House at its rising today adjourn until
2 February 1990: Provided that during such 
adjournm ent—

(1) Mr Speaker may accelerate or postpone 
the date for the resum ption of business; 
and

(2) the reports, proceedings and evidence of 
committees be printed on presentation to 
Mr Speaker.

The CHA IRM AN O F T H E HOUSE: Order! 
Before we conclude the business of the day I 
want to say that, as hon members are aware, 
Parliam ent will only reconvene on 2 February
1990, provided of course that M r Speaker may



accelerate the date for the resumption of the 
business of the House. Whilst hon members will 
be away for the next few months, I want to wish 
them a very happy period during the recess, a 
very happy holiday, and a very merry Christmas 
and a happy New Year. I express the hope that 
they will all come back here refreshed and ready 
to tackle the important tasks that lie ahead.

May I remind hon members, particularly the new 
hon mem bers, that this does not mean that they 
will be on holiday until 2 February. There will 
probably be meetings of Joint Committees of 
Parliam ent to handle legislation, otherwise we 
will not have any business with which to proceed 
when we get back on 2 February. Hon members 
must help us to get some business on the Table.

I also want to convey to hon members of the 
Hindu faith a very happy Divali. May the festive 
period that lies ahead be a very joyous one to 
them and their families and to the community at 
large.

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E M INISTERS' 
COUNCIL: Mr Chairman, I also want to take 
this opportunity of endorsing the sentiments you 
have expressed.

Hopefully when we come back here in the new 
year, we will get down to some constructive 
work, and the patterns of behaviour and ab­
sences which brought disrespect to this House 
will be buried at the end of this year. Often some 
of these things seem to raise their ugly heads 
here. Bad habits take some time to disappear. I 
hope that a general effort will be made so that 
the commitment we made when we first met here 
under your chairmanship, to maintain good 
order and behave properly and responsibly in

this House, will be meaningful and realistic. I 
make a plea to all.

The L EA D ER  OF TH E OFFICIA L O PPO SI­
TION: Mr Chairman, in view of the fact that the 
hon member for Stanger expressed sentiments to 
the effect that we supported, in a good spirit, the 
motions which he m oved, and in view of the fact 
that we have time, I want to place on record that 
there are notices of motion moved by hon 
members from both sides of this House. In the 
House of Assembly a notice of motion was 
debated. I want to state that there is no time 
problem prohibiting us from debating any mo­
tions. Could I ask, through you, Mr Chairman, 
that we debate O rder No 5?

The CHA IRM AN O F TH E HO USE: Order! I 
want to tell the hon mem ber for A rena Park that 
all hon members were made aware of the fact 
that we will be ending with O rder No 4 today. I 
think that arrangement and the spirit in which it 
was made ought to be respected. A re there any 
other hon members who wish to  get something 
off their chests?

The M INISTER OF TH E BUD GET: Mr Chair­
man, I do not have much to get off my chest, but 
I want to reciprocate the good wishes you 
expressed to this House. Indeed it is very 
thoughtful of you to express sentiments regard­
ing Christmas and Divali. 1 want to reciprocate 
those sentiments and wish you well. We know of 
your impartiality. We have placed you in that 
high position and we know that you will do your 
utmost to uphold the honour and dignity of this 
House. I assure you that the fact that you called 
some hon members of the opposition party to 
order this afternoon, attests to your integrity, 
and we need to accept that.

Question agreed to.

The House adjourned at 14:35.
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