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g r e a t e r  p r o m i n e n c e  by r u n n i n g  o u t  f r o m t h e  h i p p e d  r o o f  a 

p r o j e c t i o n  w h i c h  t e r m i n a t e s  i n  a g a b l e .

In i t s  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e  t h e  h o u s e  had a c e n t r a l  h a l l w a y  r u n n i n g  

f r o m f r o n t  t o  b a c k ,  w i t h  a s t a i r c a s e  r i s i n g  o u t  o f  i t .  The t h r e e  

r e c e p t i o n  rooms o p e n e d  f rc , n  t h i s  h a l l w a y .  The k i t c h e n  was  w i t h i n  

t h e  m ai n  b l o c k  b u t  w i t h  a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  s e r v i c e  w i n g .  T h i s  c o n t a i n e d  

s e r v a n t s '  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  i n  t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r ,  a t y p i c a l l y  E n g l i s h  

c u s t o m .  The b a t h r o o m  and W.C.  w e r e  i n  a s m a l l  g r o u n d  f l o o r  

a d d i t i o n  e n t e r e d  d i s c r e e t l y ,  l i k e  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  f rom u n d e r  t h e  

l a n d i n g .  The  u p p e r  f l o o r  c o n t a i n e d  f o u r  b e d r o o m s  a nd  w h a t  was  a 

s m a l l  s i t t i n g  room o r  b o u d o i r  h a v i n g  r e c e s s  t o  t h e  b a l c o n y .

The m a i n  b e d r o o m ,  w h i c h  was  s i t u a t e d  a b o v e  t h e  d r a w i n g  r o o m,  had  

a s m a l l  c l o s e t  and a f i r e p l a c e .  A l l  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  w e r e  t h o s e  

w h i c h ,  w i t h  i n n u m e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n s ,  w e r e  t o  b e c o me  s t a n d a r d  

on s i m i l a r  h o u s e s  d u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y  y e a r s .

T a n t a l l  on H o u s e ,  a g a i n  i n  R o n d e b o s c h ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  d a t e s  f rom t h e  IuL ■3-—

e a r l y  1 8 9 0' : ;  i s  a g o o d  e x a m p l e  o." t h i s  t y p e  e v e n  w i t h  i t s  G o t h i c

t o u c h e s .

T u r n i n g  f ro m t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r i e s  v i l l a ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  

s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  had a r r i v e d  

v i r t u a l l y  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  The e a r l i e s t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e s e  a p p e a r  

t o  b e  t h o s e  b u i l t  i n  W i l k i n s o n  S t r e e t ,  G a r d e n s ,  c . 1 3 8 3 .  P a r t  o f  IL-L

a t y p i c a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  n o v e l t y  o f  t h i s  f or m i s  

e m p h a s i s e d  by  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  w i t h  t h e  o l d e r  s y m m e t r i c a l  

d o u b l e  f r o n t e d  f or m o f  s m a l l  h o u s e .  The p l a n  i s  an o b v i o u s  o u t g r o w t h  o f  

t h i s  f o r m  o f  p l a n .  As w i t h  t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n ,  t h e  d r a w i n g  

room i s  p u s h e d  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h .  The f a s h i o n a b l e  

b a y  wi ndo w a l . o  makes  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e  w h i l s t  t h e  h i p p e d  r o o f  i s  

m o d i f i e d  i n  t h e  same way a s  t h a t  on t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  h o u s e .

The t y p i c a l  f o u r - r o o m e d  p l a n  o p e n i n g  o f f  a c e n t r a l  c o r r i d o r  i s  

u s e d .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e  d i n i n g  room was  

o r i g i n a l l y  o pe n  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  o r  n o t .  The s e r v i c e  w i n g  w i t h  

k i t c h e n ,  p a n t r y ,  W.C. and b a t h r o o m  i s  l a r g e .  T h i s  ' T a i l '  g rew  

i n  s i z e  a s  t h e  c e n t u r y  p r o c e e d e d .  On t h e  r a t h e r  v e s t i g i a l  v e r a n d a n  

t h e r e  i s  a l s o  an e a r l y  u s e  o f  d e c o r a t i v e  c a s t  i r o n  i n  a t r e l l i s  

fornix).



The  s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  h o u s e s  on F a u r e  S t r e e t  h a v e  s m a l l  a s y m m e t r i c a l  

g a b l e s  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  s t i l l  on t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  m ai n  f r o n t  and may 

r e p r e s e n t  a r u d i m e n t a r y  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a ^ ' .

The e a r l i e r  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  a n y  g a b l e s  t o  t h e  

f r o n t ,  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  i n  p o p u l a r i t y  i n t o  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  The e x a m p l e  

s h o w n ,  o n e  o f  f o u r  i n  H of  S t r e e t ,  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  i n  p l a n  t o  t h e  

e a r l i e r  h o u s e s  i n  Hope S t r e e t .  T h i s  h o u s e  had a v e r y  b e a u t i f u l  

t e a k w o o d  v e r a n d a h .  A s i m i l a r  h o u s e  was  C h a u v i n s  G i f t  a t  S e a  P o i n t .

On t h e  G r o o t e  S c h u u r  E s t a t e  i s  a c o t t a g e  w i t h  some t r a n s i t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  T h e s e  a r e  a b a s i c  f o u r  roomed p l a n  b u t  w i t h  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  l e a n - t o  w i n g  r u n n i n g  a c r o s s  t h e  bac k o f  t h e  h o u s e ,  

m a k i n g  i t  t r i p l e  p i l e  i n  p l a n .  A v e r a n d a h  r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  two s i d e s  

make i t  a s y m m e t r i c a l  i n  e l e v a t i o n .

In t h e  f i e l d  o f  t e r r a c e  h o u s i n g ,  a number  o f  v e r y  s u b s t a n t i a l  

g r o u p s  w e r e  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s .  The t e r r a c e  on t h e  

A v e n u e ,  G a r d e n s ,  now a l t e r e d  f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  t i m e  and p a r t  o f  a 

s c h o o l ,  was  b u i l t  c . 1 8 8 2 .  O r i g i n a l l y  f i v e  i n  number  t h e y  

w e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  l a r g e ,  b e i n g  d o u b l e  f r o n t e d .  A l t h o u g h  s t i l l  

s y m m e t r i c a l  i n  e l e v a t i o n ,  t h e y  e x h i b i t e d  t h e  new t a s t e  by  

h a v i n g ,  a t  t h e  e n d s  o f  t h e  t e r r a c e ,  w i n g s  w i t h  g a b l e s  and a l s o  

b a y  w i n d o w s .  The v e r a n d a h s  s e e m  t o  n a v e  b e e n  o f  w ood en  t r e l l i s -  

work o f  a v e r y  v i g o r o u s  d e s i g n .  A l t h o u g h  b o t h  a r e  much a l t e r e d ,  

t h e y  b e a r  a g r e a t  r e s e m b l a n c e  t o  a s i m i l a r  t e r r a c e ,  c a l l e d  

Shamrock T e r r a c e  i n  S o m e r s e t  R o a d ,  b u t  t h e s e  a r e  s l i g h t l y  l a t e r .

S m a l l e r  an d t y p i c a l  b e i n g  o n l y  s i n g l e  f r o n t e d ,  t h e  t e r r a c e  o f  

v i l l a s  d a t i n g  from 1 8 8 3  i n  S t  J o h n s / H a t f i e l d  S t r e e t ,  a g a i n  

s h o w s  t h e  movement  t o w a r d s  a more  p l a s t i c  e f f e c t .  The  e nd  u n i t s  

l i k e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m p l e ,  h a v e  p r o j e c t i n g  w i n g s ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  

b a y  w i n d o w s  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r .  The t e r r a c e  was  o r i g i n a l l y  

s y m m e t r i c a l ,  t h e  l o w e r  u n i t s  b e i n g  l a t e r  a d d i t i o n s .  On p l a n ,  t h e  

g r o u n d  f l o o r  and t h e  two r e c e p t i o n  rooms a r e  l a r g e ,  w h i l e  t h e  u s u a l  

b ac k  w i n g  c o n t a i n s  a k i t c h e n  w i t h  a b a t h r o o m  and W.C.  A l a r g e  

r o om ,  p r e v i o u s l y  a s e r v a n t ' s  r o o m,  i s  s i t u a t e d  a b o v e  t h e  k i t c h e n  

and i s  a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m t h e  m i d - s t a i r  l a n d i n g .  T h r e e  b e d r o o m s  a r e  

c o n t r i v e d  on t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r .

As m i g h t  b e  e x p e c t e d , i n  t h e  h u m b l e s t  h o u s e  f or m s u c h  a s  t h e  

s m a l l e r  te» " ac e  h o u s e ,  t h e  new t a s t e  t o o k  t h e  l o n g e s t  t o  a r r i v e .
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b u t  by  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  e v e n  t h e s e  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e

s t a t u s  sy mb ol  o f  a v e r a n d a h .  The h o u s e  shown i s  o n e  o f  a l o n g

t e r r a c e  i n  W o o d s t o c k ,  b u i l t  c . 1 8 8 0 ,  now v i r t u a l l y  d e r e l i c t .  ILL 134

I t  i s  o f  t h e  m i n i m a l , t h r e e  roomed t y p e  we h a v e  s e e n  b e f o r e ^ 3 6 ^.

H e r e  i t  i s  s hown i n  i t s  c o n t e m p o r a r y  g u i s e  w i t h  a m i n i m a l  4 ' 0 "

( 1 , 2  M) v e r a n d a h .  L a r g e r  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  t e r r a c e  h o u s i n g  was  s i m i l a r  

b u t  o f  t h e  f o u r  r o o m e d , d o u b l e  f r o n t e d  t y p e  w i t h  a d e e p e r  wooden  

v e r a n d a h .  Some m u t i l a t e d  e x a m p l e s  e x i s t  i n  Maynard S t r e e t ,  G a r d e n s .

A l t h o u g h  by  1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  f l a t - f r o n t e d  r e s i d u a l  G e o r g i a n  f a c a d e s  

w i t h  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  b l o c k - 1  i k e  p i a ; . s  w e r e  now c l e a r l y  o u t m o d e d ,  

t h e r e  was  a b r i e f  f l o u r i s h  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  

b u i l d i n g  boom.  Some e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  t e r r a c e  h o u s ­

i n g  a r e  s h o w n .

The g r o u p  o f  f o u r ,  b u i l t  c .  1 88 0  i n  New Church S t r e e t  and now 

v i r t u a l l y  d e r e l i c t  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  show t h e  t y p i c a l  t u n n e l  b a c k  p l a n  ILL 336

w i t h  an e n t r a n c e  p a s s a g e  g i v i n g  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f r o n t  room and t h e n  

l e a d i n g  i n t o  a s t a i r c a s e  h a l l .  O f f  t h i s  i s  t h e  d i n i n g  room.

The k i t c h e n  i s  an o u t s h u t  w h i l s t  an e x t e r n a l  p r i v v i e ,  o r  W.C. i s  

a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  y a r d .  U p s t a i r s  a r o o m,  o r i g i n a l l y  a b e d r o o m ,  

i s  e n t e r e d  o f f  t h e  l a n d i n g .  Two b e d r o o m s  on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  c o m p l e t e  

t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n .  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a l i g h t ,  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  

v e r a n d a h  i s  t h e  o n l y  r e a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h i s  h o u s e  and o n e  

b u i l t  s a y  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y .

S l i g h t l y  l a t e r ,  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o u r  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  i n  p l a n  ILL 337

b u J d e m o n s t r a t e s  a c e r t a i n  a d v a n c e  b y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a d o u b l e  

s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  w h i c h  had c a s t  i r o n  p o s t s  i n  t h e  l o w e r  p o r t i o n .

To a c c e p t  t h i s  i n n o v a t i o n  t h e  u p p e r  p l a n  i s  m o d i f i e d  b y  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  a s m a l l  room w h i c h  h a s  d i r e c t  a c c e s s  o n t o  t h e  b a l c o n y .  T h i s  

w a s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n  a common p l a n n i n g  d e v i c e .

A g r a n d e r  v e r s i o n ,  b u t  s t i l l  v e r y  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  i s  i n  B r e e  S t r e e t  ILL 3 3 8

b u i l t  c . 1 8 f 1 t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  G. A l e x a n d e r .  I t  i s  a g a i n  s e m i - d e t a c h e d

and s i n g l e  b a y e d , b u t  t h e  h o u s e  i s  u n u s u a l  i n  b e i n g  t r i p l e  p i l e

i n  p l a n  h a v i n g  a f r o n t  d r a w i n g  r o o m,  a m i d d l e  r o o m,  p r o b a b l y  a

p a r l o u r  and a t  t h e  back a d i n i n g  r oom.  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s l o p e  o f

t h e  g r o u n d ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  i s  i n  a s e m i - b a s e m e n t .  The u p p e r  f l o o r

c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  b e d r o o m s ,  t h e  f r o n t  be d ro om h a s  i n t e r n a l  s h u t t e r s

w h i c h  w e r e  b e c o m i n g  a r a r i t y  i n  1 8 8 2 .  The a t y p i c a l l y  s m a l l  o u t s h u t
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c o n t a i n e d  a p a n t r y  on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  and a b a t h r o o m  on t h e  

f i r s t  f l o o r .  E x t e r n a l l y  t h e  o n l y  s i g n s  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  w e r e  t h e  

s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h ,  t h e  l a r g e  w i n d o w  t o  t h e  d r a w i n g  room and  

t h e  h e a v y  a r c h i t r a v e s  t o  t h e  f r o n t  w i n d o w s .

To e nd  t h i s  s u r v e y  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ‘ s , a f e w  more h o u s e s  n e e d  t o  be  

m e n t i o n e d .

V i l l a  M a r i n a ,  S e a  P o i n t  was  r e b u i l t  c . 1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h o u s e  ILL 339

b e i n g  b u r n t  o u t .  I t  was  p r o b a b l y  t h e  wo r k o f  S .  S c h u t t e ^ 3 7 ^ . The  

p l a n  f or m was  t h e  by now c o n v e n t i o n a l  H - s h a p e .  On t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  

t h i s  i s  e x p r e s s e d  by  a d e e p  s e t  v e r a n d a h  b e t w e e n  p r o j e c t i n g  w i n g s .

T h e s e  had d e c o r a t i v e  b a r g e b o a r d s  and f i n i a l s  w h i l s t  t h e  w in d o w s  

w e r e  g i v e n  s m a l l  hood m o u l d i n g s .  The v e r a n d a h  p o s t s  w e r e  

p r o b a b l y  o f  t u r n e d  h ar dw ood b u t  c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c a s t - i r o n  w i t h  

sawn woo den b r a c k e t s .

S u nn y  B r a e ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  w o u l a  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  d a t e  f r om  1 8 8 0 ,  t h e  

c o r n i c e  h o o d s  t o  t h e  w in d o w s  and t h e  sawn f r e t w o r k  t o  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

b e i n g  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  t i n v .  I t  d e m o n s t r a t e s  how w i d e l y  s p r e a d  t h e  

H - p l a n  was  s t i l l .

O u t s i d e  t h e  Cape P e n i n s u l a  t h e r e  i s  s c a n t  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  new 

f o r m s .  The P a s t o r i e  a t  M a l m e s b u r y ,  b u i l t  i n  1 8 8 1 ,  was  a l a r g e  

b u i l d i n g ,  s y n n e t r i c a l  on p , a n  w i t h  t h e  c o r n e r s  e x p r e s s e d  a s  

p a v i l i o n s  u n d e r  h i p p e d  w i n g s , b e t w e e n  t h e s e  w e r e  v e r a n d a h s  o f  t h e  

s t i c k w u r k  v a r i e t y .  The e a v e s  w e r e  b r a c k e t e d  and p a n e l  l e d  w h i l s t  

a b o v e  t h e  w i nd o w s  w e r e  f l a t  a r c h e s  w i t h  l a r g e  k e y s t o n e s .  P l a s t e r -  

wor k q u o i n i n g  f i n i s h e d  t h e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  I t  was  a r e l a t i v e l y  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  r u r a l  b u i l d i n g .

The S e a r l e  H o us e  a t  G r e a t  Br a ck  R i v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  much s m a l l e r  and  

l e s s  o r n a m e n t e d  t h a n  t h e  M a lm e sb u ry  P - , s t o r i e ,  d a t e s  f rom 1 8 8 4 ^ 3<̂ .

P r o b a b l y  o f  t h e  f o u r  roomed c o t t a g e  t y p e  on p l a n ,  i t  had a v e r a n d a h  

t h a t  r a n  a r o u n d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  s i d e s ,  a r a r i t y  t h e n .  T h i s  was  i n  

t h e  t h e n  f a s h i c n a o l e  s t i c k w o r k  w h i c h  wa s  a v e r n a c u l a r  v e r s i o n  o f  

some  o f  t h e  moi-e e l e g a n t  o n e s  t o  be f o u n d  i r  Cape Town.  I t  a l s o  

h a s  t h e  c u r v e d  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  s h e e t s  and sawn f r e t w o r k .

The L a t e r  H o u s e s

B e f o r e  b e g i n n i n g  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e r  d o m e s t i c ,  a f e w  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e  a p p r o p r i a t e .  As h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  may t i m e s .
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p r e v i o u s l y ,  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s  saw t h e  s t a r t  o f  an e n o r m o u s  boom.

T h i s  boom l a s t e d  i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  i n  

common w i t h  a l l  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s ,  a v a s t  a mo un t  01 h o u s i n g

was  e r e c t e d .  H o u s e s  o f  a l l  t y p e s ,  f r o m  e n o r m o u s  m a n s i o n s  t o  s m a l l  

t e r r a c e d  c o t t a g e s ,  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  

t r u e  o f  t e r r a c e  h o u s i n g ,  a f a c t  n o t  s o  o b v i o u s  t o d a y  when much 

o f  t h i s  h a s  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  T e r r a c e  h o u s i n g ,  i n  an e r a  o f  h i g h  l a n d  

p r i c e s  w as  t h e  i d e a l  s p e c u l a t o r ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f f e r i n g  maximum 

r e t u r n s  f o r  minimum o u t l a y .  T h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  i n v a r i ^ - l y  

e r e c t e d  f o r  r e n t a l  p u r p o s e s .
39 )

I t  s e e m s  t h a t  a l l  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  d e s i g n e d  by  a r c h i t e c t s  

f o r  whom t h i s  was a g o l d e n  a g e  when c o m m i s s i o n s  w e r e  e a s i l y  

o b t a i n a b l e  and l a r g e  p r a c t i c e s  l i t e r a l l y  s p r a n g  i n t o  b e i n g .

B e a r i n g  i n  mi nd  t h e  a l m o s t  i n n a t e  V i c t o r i a n  l o v e  o f  r i c n n e s s  

a nd  t h e  c o n c u r r e n t  d e s i r e  f o r  o r n a m e n t ,  i t  c o m e s  a s  no s u r p r i s e  

t u  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  p r o s p e r i t y  a l l o w e d  t h o s e  f e e l i n g s  

t o  b e  f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d  i n  a nd on t h e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  t i m e .  Re­

i n f o r c e m e n t  f o r  t h i s  t e n d e n c y  wa s  t h e  s t r e s s  l a i d  on f a m i l y  l i f e  

a nd  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a v i s u a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  s t a t u s  o r  c l a s s .  A l t h o u g h  

o n e  m i g h t  n o t  j u d g e  a b oo k by i t s  c o v e r  o n e  j u d g e d  a man by h i s  

h o u s e .  A l l  t h e s e  f o r c e s  t h e n , s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l ,  l e d  t o  t h e  

f a n t a s t i c  d i s p l a y s  t h a t  a r e  u l l u s t r a t e d  h e r e .  Even t h e  s m a l l e s t  

s p e c u l a t o r ' s  b u i l d i n g s  e n j o y e d  a m o d e s t  s h a r e  o f  o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

In a n o t h e r  s p h e r e , t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p r o s p e r i t y  a l l o w e d  an u p l i f t  i n  

c o m m f o r t  s t a n d a r d s  w h e r e ,  b e s i d e s  b e t t e r  s p a t i a l  a c c o m o d a t i o n ,  

i t e m s  l i k e  b a t h r o o m s  became more  c o m o m  l o w e r  down t h e  s o c i a l  

s c a l e ,  w h i l s t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  s e w e r a g e  a l l o w e d  t h e  W.C. t o  come  

i n d o o r s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  l a r g e r  h o u s e s  i t  d i d .  Hot  w a t e r  

f r o m b o i l e r s  became common.  E l e c t r i c i t y  w as  a n o t n e r  modern  

c o n v e n i e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  some i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  w h i l s t  t h e r e  w e r e

n u m e r o u s  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  k i t c h e n  e q u i p m e n t .

Wi t h t h e  l a r g e  v o l u m e  o f  b u i l d i n g  and t h e  l a r g e  number o f  a r c h i t e c t s

p r a c t i s i n g ,  i t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  an e n o r m o u s

v a r i e t y  o f  work p r o d u c e d .  H o w e v e r ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  much s u p e r f i c i a l  

d i v e r s i t y ,  many o f  t h e  h o u s e s  c o n f o r m  t o  a l i m i t e d  number  o f  common 

p l a n  f o r m s .  T h e s e  common p l a n s  w e r e  u s e d  by a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  

who u s u a l l y  c o n f i n e d  t h e i r  c r e a t i v i t y  t o  e l e v a t i o n a l  t r e a t m e n t  

w h e r e  t h e y  r a n g e d  w i t h  b r e a t h t a k i n g  f r e e d o m  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t y l e s
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o f  t h e  p a s t  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  s p i r i t  o f  c r e a t i v e  

e c l e c t i s i s m .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  was  a l s o  

a g e n u i n e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  s t y l e .  T h i s  was  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  p r i n c i p a l l y  

by t h e  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  and  

t h e i r  c l i e n t s .  A b r i e f  l o o k  a t  t h e s e  b a c k g r o u n d s  i n  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  

o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  a r c h i t e c t s  i n  p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  t i m e  w i l l  g i v e  some i d e a  

o f  t h e  e n o r m o u s  r a n g e  o f  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  was  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  on t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  t i m e .  T h i s  i s  p o s s i b l y  u n i q u e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Empi re  a t  t h e  t i m e

In o r d e r  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  t y p i c a l  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  more  w e l l - t o - d o  

m i d d l e  c l a s s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s a m p l e s  f r om  t h e  p r a c t i s e s  o f  two  

a r c h i t e c t s ,  W. B l a c k  and A. d e  W i t t  h a v e  b e e n  c h o s e n .

B u i l t  i n  1 8 9 9 ,  V i l l a  F l e t c h e r  i n  S e a  P o i n t  i s  a v e r y  g o o d  e x a m p l e  

o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  a s y m m e t r i c a l  h o u s e  o *  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

I t  had a d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  r u n n i n g  p a r t l y  r o un d  two f a c e s .

The g r o u n d  f l o o r  p l a n  s h o ws  t h e  u s u a l  s u i t e  o f  r e c e p t i o n  rooms  

w i t h  t h e  d i n i n g  room h a v i n g  a b a y  w i n d o w .  The k i t c h e n  was  w i t h i n  

t h e  ma i n b l o c k  o f  t h e  h o u s e  and t h e r e  was  a l s o  t h e  c ommonl y  w a l l e d  

y a r d .  U p s t a i r s  t h e r e  w e r e  t h r e e  b e d r o o m s  w i t h  a b a t h r o o m ,  c o n t a i n i n g  

a W.C.  a nd  a s e r v a n t ' s  r oom.  The m ai n  be dr oom w h i c h  was  a b o v e  t h e  

d r a w i n g  room a l s o  had a b ay  w i n d o w .  What s h o u l d  a l s o  be  n o t e d  i s  

t h a t  a number  o f  rooms o p e n e d  on t h e  t h e  v e r a n d a h .  The y a r e  

t h e  d i n i n g  room and s t u d y  an d two o f  t h e  b e d r o o m s . The p l a n  

was r e a s o n a b l y  c o m p a c t  and n o n e  o f  t h e  rooms was  v e r y  l a r g e .  The  

e l e v a t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  q u i t e  m o d e s t .  T h e r e  w e r e  no g a b l e s ,  t h e  

r o o f  b e i n g  a s e r i e s  o f  h i p s ; The c h i e f  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  was  t h e  

c a s t  i r o n  work on t h e  v e r a n d a h  and b a l c o n y .

The V i l l a  i n  t h e  G a r d e n s ,  f o r  Mr F i e l d  a l s o  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 9  was  a 

much l a r g e r  and mor e  e l a b o r a t e  a f f a i r .  I t  p o s s e s s e d  n o t  o n l y  

a c o r n e r  t u r r e t  b u t  a t u r r e t e d  b e l v i d e r e  a s  w e l l .  The rooms  

a r e  l a r g e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m p l e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

more s u m p t u o u s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n , i t  was  r e a l l y  n o t  a l a r g e  h o u s e .  On 

t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  e n t r y  was t h r o u g h  a p o r c h  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  hal l  

o f f  w h i c h  t h e  d r a w i n g  room a nd d i n i n g  room o p e n e d .  An e l a b o r a t e  

s t a i r  l e d  up t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The r e s t  o f  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  

on t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a b r e a k f a s t  r oom,  k i t c h e n ,  a s s ­

o r t e d  o f f i c e s  and a s e r v a n t ' s  r oom.  The  f i r s t  f l o o r  c o n t a i n e d  

f o u r  b e d r o o m s ,  b a t h r o o m  and s e p a r a t e  W.C. A s t a i r  l e d  up t o  t h e
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m e z z a n i n e  f l o o r  and t h e n c e  b y  s p i r a l  s t a i r  o n t o  t h e  r o o f  o f  

t h e  t u r r e t .  Two o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  n o t e d ,  w e r e  t h e  g r e e n  

h o u s e  a nd t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r y .  One o p e n i n g  o f f  t h e  h a l l ,  t h e  o t h e r  

b e i n g  p a r t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  v e r a n d a h  a nd  i n t o  w h i c h  b o t h  t h e  

d i n i n g  room and d r a w i n g  room o p e n e d .  The v e r a n d a h  a nd  b a l c o n y  

w e r e  v e r y  w i d e  b e i n g  a mi ; .mum f o  8 ' ( 2 , 4  m) -and a maximum o f  

1 1 ’ ( 3 , 3  m ) . The p r i n c i p a l  e l e v a t i o n s  w e r e  o f  f a c e b r i c k  w i t h  

p l a s t e r  q u o i n s  and d r e s s i n g s ,  t h e  t o w e r  w a s  w e l l  c o n n e c t e d  

w i t h  c l a s s i c a l l y  d e r i v e d  m o t i f s .  The v e r a n d a h  was  o f  wood w i t h  

t u r n e d  p o s t s  w h i l s t  t h e  b a l u s t e r s  may h a v e  b e e n  o f  c a s t  i r o n .

The g r e e n h o u s e  was  f r a m e d  up i n  w o o d ,  on a c r c u l a r  c e n t r a l  par e l  , 

b i n d i n g  t h e  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  a r c h  t o  t h e  e n t r y  p o r c h .

A s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  t u r r e t e d  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  i s  t h a t  

b u i l t  i n  S e a  P o i n t  i n  1 8 9 7 .  P r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f a l l  i n  t h e  

l a n d ,  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was  p l a n n e d  i n  t wo b l o c k s .  The m ai n  b l o c k  was  

v e r y  r i c h l y  o r n a m e n t e d  and t h e  s e r v i c e  b l o c k  v e r y  p l a i n .  On 

p l a n  t h e  mai n r e c e p t i o n  rooms l a y  o f f  t h e  l a r g e  e n t r a n c e  h a l l .

J n l y  t wo  be dr o oms  w e r e  p r o v i d e d ,  t h e  s m o k i n g  room t a k i n g  t h e  p l a c e  

o f  t h e  u s u a l  t h i r d  b e d r o o m .  I t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  t h a t  

e a r t h  c l o s e t s  a r e  t h e  s a n i t a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  The s e r v i c e  b l o c k ,  

l i n k e d  b y  a c o v e r e d  w a y ,  c o n t a i n e d  k i t c h e n ,  o f f i c e s  a nd  s e r v a n t ' s  

q u a r t e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  u s u a l  w a l l e d  y a r d .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  ma i n  

b l o c k  was  e l a b o r a t e l y  o r n a m e n t e d ,  t h e  c h i m n e y s  had h e a v y  m o u l d i n g s ,  

t h e  e a v e s  w e r e  b r a c k e t e d  and t h e  g a b l e s  had o r n a m e n t a l  b a r g e b o a r d s  

w « t h  f i l i g r e e  p a n e l s .  W h i l s t  t h e  w in d ow s  t o  t h e  b a y s  had 

c l a s s i c a l  o r d i c u l a r  s u r r o u n d s . Heavy  q u o i n s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  e . f e e t .  

The v e r a n d a h  was o f  wood w i t h  t u r n e d  p o l e s .  T, e  work o t  t h e  

mai n b l o c k  h as  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u m p t i o u s  e f f e c t .

The v i l l a  f o r  Mr L e v i n  a t  S e a  P o i n t  c . 1 8 9 5  i s  a n o t h e r  l a r g i s n  h o u s e  

Much more  i r r e g u l a r  i n  p l a n  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m p l e ,  i t s  

a s y m m e t r y  d e r i v e d  c h i e f l y  f r o m  t h e  s h a p e s  o f  t h e  d r a w i n g  and  

d i n i n g  rooms w h i c h  w e r e  s e t  a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  o n e  a n o t h e r .

A d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h  r a n  a r o u n d  two s i d e s  o f  t h i s  h o u s e .

A g a i n  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  was n o t  l a v i s h  b u t  a i l  t h e  

rooms w e r e  l a r g e .  The  e l e v a t i o n s  w e r e  v e r y  r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d ,  

p l i s t e r w o r k  o r n a m e n t  o f  c l a s s i c a l  o r i g i n  was  p r e s e n t  i n  g r e a t  

a b u n d a n c e .  A l l  t h e  w i nd o ws  on t h e  p r o m i n e n t  e l e v a t i o n s  r e c e i v e d
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h e a v y  a r c h i t r a v e s ;  and t h i s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  r i c h  c a s t  i r o n  work  

on t h e  v e r a n d a h ,  c o m b i n e d  t o  p r o d u c e  t h e  t y p i c a l  e x u b e r a n c e .

The r e s i d e n c e  o f  Dr.  M u r ra y ,  a l s o  a t  Se a  P o i n t  i s  t h e  l a s t

a nd l a r g e s t  e x a m p l e  o f  B l a c k ' s  w o r k .  B u i l t  c . 1 8 9 8 ,  and more  ILL 347

c o m p l e x  on p l a n , i t  c o n t a i n e d , b e s i d e s  t h e  u s u a l  r e c e p t i o n  rooms r

. h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  a c o n s u l t i n g  room s u i t e  w i t h  a s e p a r a t e  e n t r a c e

and a s  w e l l  a s  t h i s  a s m a l l  l i v i n g  u n i t .  In s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  i t

s t i l l  had o n l y  f o u r ,  v e r y  l a r g e  be dr o om s on t h e  u p pe ^  f l o o r .  The

f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  was  t h e  o n l y  o n e  t o  r e c e i v e  a n y  o r n a m e n t a t i o n

a nd  w h a t  t h e  o t h e r s  l a c k e d ,  i t  made up f o r  w i t h  a v e r a n d a h .  A l m o s t

s y n m e t n c a l  on  p l a n ,  t h i s  e l e v a t i o n  was m a n i p u l a t e d  t o  g i v e  i t

a s t u d i e d  a s y m m e t r y . I t  was  more s o l i d  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  v i l l a s

w i t h  t h e i r  l i g h t  v e r a n d a h s  a nd e v e n  t h e n  t h i s  e l e m e n t  was  much

l e s s  p r o m i n e n t .  The mai n e n t r a n c e  was  a c c e n t u a t e d  by a t o w e r

w h i c h  was s e t  o f f - c e n t r e ,  b e t w e e n  two d i s s i m i l a r  p e d i m e n t e d

p r o j e c t i o n s .  B o t h  h a v e  p l a s t e r  s t r i p s  w h i l s t  t h e  r i g h t  hand had an

e la bo ra te  Venetian window on the f i r s t  f l o o r .  A l l  the windows were
u s u a l l y  f r a m e d  w i t h  many a r c h i t r a v e s ,  i h e  v e r a n d a h s  o r  mor e

c o r r e c t l y ,  l o g g i a s  had c l a s s i c a l  b a l u s t e r s .  T h i s  w h o l e  f r o n t

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  a maximum

a mo u n t  o f  o r n a t e n e s s .

The  f i r s t  e x a m p l e  o f  De W i t t ' s  work i s  F re d  A y e r s  V i l l a  a t

R o n d e b o s c h ,  b u i l t  i n  1 895  and t y p i c a l  o f  h i s  more  f l o r i d  h o u s e s .  ILL 3 4 3

B a s i c a l l y  an o v e r g r o w n  c o t t a g e ,  i t  p o s s e s s e d  a l l  t h e  f a m i l i a r  

i n g r e d i e n t s  p o p u l a r  i n  c u r r e n t  d o m e s t i c  w o r k ;  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  

g a b l e s ,  t h e  l a r g e  b a »  w i nd o w s  and t h e  e l a b o r a t e  v e r a n d a h .  A Pe 

W i t t  t r a d e m a r k  was t h e  w i t c h ' s  h a t  r o o f  v e n t i l a t o r  u s e d  more  

t o  a c c e n t u a t e  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  t h a n  f o r  v e r * ' l a t i o n .  The g a b l e  

b a r g e b o a r d i n g s  and f r a m i n g  was  i n - f i l l e d  w i t h  e l a b o r a t e  sawn  

wood f i l i g r e e ,  p a i n t e d  i n  c o n t r a s t i n g  c o l o u r s ,  w h i l s t  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

was  an a b s o l u t e  n o t  o f  m o t i f s ,  b or r o w e d  f r o m  a number o f  s o u r c e s .

T h e r e  was  s t i c k w o r k ,  l a t t i c e w o r k , t u r n e d  b a l u s t e r s  and sawn  

f i l i g r e e .  The  w a l l s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  w e re  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  r e c  

f a c e  b r i c k  b a n d e d  w i t h  c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s .

C.  F o s t e r ' s  v i l l a  a t  K e n i l w o r t h  was  a v e r y  l a r g e  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  ILL 349

s t a n d a r d  a s y m m e t r i c a l  h o u s e .  B u i l t  i n  1 8 9 6 ,  t h e  p l a n  was l e n g t h ­

e n e d  by  t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  an e x t r a  room t o  w h a t  had i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  

a d o u b l e  bay  f r o n t .  T h i s  e x t r a  room was p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  L - s h a p e d  

v e r a n d a h  m a ki n g  an u n g a i n l y  f a c a d e .  The m a t e r i a l s  a r e  t h e  same a s
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t h e s e  on t h .  A y r e s  v i l l a ,  b u t  t h e  w oo d en  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  

v e r a n d a h  was  l e s s  e x u b e r a n t  and more  c o n t a i n e d  w i t h i n  t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  f o r k s  and t h e r e f o r e  more  s u c c e s s f u l .  The s t e e p  p i t c h  

o f  t h e  e n t r y  p o r c h  c o n t r a s t e d  o d d l y  w i t h  t h e  f l a t t e r  p 1' *' h o f  t h e  

g a b l e  r o o f .  The  b a r g e  b o a r d i n g  t o  t h e  g a b l e  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  f i l i a l  

p e n d a n t  a c r o t e r i a  a r e  t y p i c a l  o f  De W i t t ' s  p a t t e r n  book t y p e  

o r n a m e n t a t i o n .

As a c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e s e  t wo  r a t h e r  t y p i c a l  c o n f e c t i o n s .  H u n t e r ' s

V i l l a <4Ll- i n  K e n i l w o r t h  was  a d e s i g n  i n  t h e  more  o r t h o d o x  Queen ILL 3 5 0

A n n e / E l i z a b e t h  s t y l e  t h e n  p o p u l a r  i n  E n g l a n d .  The  r e d  f a c e  b r i c k

g r o u n d  f l o o r  w i t h  t h e  s l i g h t l y  o v e r h a n g i n g  h a l f - t i m b e r e d ,  p l a s t e r e d

p a n n e l l e d  u p p e r  f l o o r ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  n u me ro us  g a b l e s ,  p r o j e c t i n g

p o r c h e s  and w i nd o ws  w e r e  some o f  t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h i s  s t y l e .  O t h e r s

w e r e  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  c h i m n e y  s t a c k s  and t h e  w i n d o w s  s e t  i n  m u l l i o n e d

r a n g e s .  T h i s  h o u s e  was  a r a r e  and y e t  c o m p e t e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s

s t y l e  i n  Cape Town.  P o s s i b l y  Mr H u n t e r  i n s i s t e d  on t h e  s t y l e  and

m i g h t  e v e n  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  p l a n s  h i m s e l f  a s  i t  s e e ms

t o  h a v e  v e e n  u n i r i -' i n  De W i t t ' s  w o n .

The  f a r m h o u s e  o f  J .  Le Roux w o u l d  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a f a c e  l i f t  o r  ILL 351

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  ~ a r r i e d  o u t  i n  i S 9 5 .  A l l  t r a c e s  o f  t h e  p r e s u m a b l y  Cape

D u t c h  h o u s e  bein_"< o b l i t e r a t e d  by t h e  new f r o n t .  The  o l d  symmetry
o f  t h e  o l d  b u i l d i n g  was  r e t a i n e d  h o w e v e r ,  a nd e v e n  t h e  c e n t r a l

a s c e n t  o f  t h e  o l d e r  g a b l e  was  e c h o e d  by t h e  new.  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s

a nd  t h e  two new s i d e  g a b l e s  w e r e  g i v e n  e l a b o r a t e  b a r g e  b o a r d i n g

and i r o n  f i n i a l s  w h i l s t  a c a s t - i r o n  v e r a n d a h  r an a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s

o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Modern F r e n c h  d o o r s  and s h u t t e r s  u n d e r  s e g m e n t a l

a r c h e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a q u a n t i t y  o f  p l a s t e r w o r k  q u o i n i n g ,  c o m p l e t e d

t h i s  new f a c e .

A n o t h e r  h o u s e  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 5  was t h e  P.M.  M a r a i s  H ou se  a t  Wynberg ILL 352

R a t h e r  more  g r a n d i n  i t s  i n t e n t i o n s  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h o u s e s ,  i t

wa s  f a i r l y  o b v i o u s l y  b a s e d  on t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  F r a n c o - I t a l i a r ,

v i l l a .  E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  u p p e r  v e r a n d a h  b r a c k e t s ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o f

t h e  c u r r e n t  e l a b o r a t e  w o o d w o r k e r s  t y p e  o f  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  h e r e .  A l l

t h e  e l e m e n t s  w e r e  more s o l i d ,  more d i r e c t l y  c l a s s i c a l l y  d e r i v e d

w h i l s t  t h e  mai n f o r m s ,  a l t h o u g h  q u i t e  n u m e r o u s ,  w e r e  much more

s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m b i n e d . . The  g r o u p i n g  was  v e r y  p i c t u r e s q u e  and

in t h e  u s e  o f  m o t i f s ,  e c l e c t i c .
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M ont ana  V i s t a  was  De W i t t ' s  own h o u s e .  I t  was  a l s o  a t  Wynberg  ILL— 3 5 ^

and b u i l t  c . 1 8 9 9 .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  a v e r y  l a r g e  h o u s e  i t  was  v:-:ry

i m p o s i n g ,  b e i n g  a t a n g i b l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e w a r d s  o f  a l a r g e

p r a c t i c e .  L i k e  t h e  M a r a i s  H o u s e ,  i t s  p a r e n t a g e  w as  t h e  F r a n c o -

German v i l l a  b u t  De W i t t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  d e r i v e d  a f a i r  a mo un t  f rom

t h e  A m e r i c a n  p a t t e r n  b o o k s  o f  f h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  From t h e  p h o t o g r a p h

i t  s e e m s  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  e l e v a t i o n s  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  more c o l l o q u i a l ,

b u t  a s  t h e  h o u s e  h a s  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d  t h i s  i s  o n l y  c o n j e c t u r e .

As a c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e s e  v i l l a s ,  t h e  n e x t  e x a m p l e  i s  a s m a l l ,  ILL 354

d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  h o u s e  b u i l t  a s  a s p e c u l a t i v e  v e n t u r e  i n  Mowbray  

f o r  H.W. S t r u b e n  i n  1 8 5 5 .  H er e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  r e ­

q u i r e m e n t s  w e r e  s i m p l e ,  t h e  p l a n  was  much more  a s y m m e t r i c a l  t ha n  

w e r e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h o u s e s .  The v e r a n d a h  i s  n o t  a p r o m i n e n t  

f e a t u r e  a s  i t  w a s  r e d u c e d  t o  a s m a l l ,  h a r d l y  u s a b l e  e l e m e n t  on 

t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s i t t i n g  r oom.  None o f  t h e  b e d r o o m s  o p e n e d  o n t o

t n e  v e r a n d a h .  In e l e v a t i o n , t h e  h o u s e  w a s ,  i n  f o r m  and

m a t e r i a l ,  f a i r l y  o b v i o u s l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m c o n t e m p o r a r y  E n g l i s h  

work o f  t h e  A r t s  and C r a f t s  s o r t .  The  c h a r a c t e r  o t  t h e  h o u s e  was  

t h u s  mor e  N o r d i c  and i n w a r d - l o o k i n g  t h a t  t h e  t y p i c a l  v i l l a  and  

i n  t h a t  s e n s e  wa s  n o t  r e a l ^ y  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c l i m a t e .  The  

a r c h i t e c t  was  H. B a k e r  ( l a t e r  S i r  H e r b e r t ) .  T h i s  h o u s e  m u s t  be  a m o n g s t  

h i s  e a r l i e s t  w o r k .

Two s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  and more  t y p i c a l ,  medium s i z e d  v i l l a s  a r e

w o r t h  m e n t i o n i n g .  The f i r s t  i s  S t r u a n  H ouse  i n  Up pe r  O r a n ge  S t r e e t  ILL 355

T h i s  wa s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  work o f  J .  P a r k e r  and d a t e d  f ro m c . 1 8 9 7 .

I t  w a s  a m a g n i f i c e n t  e x a m p l e  o f  a c o r n e r  t u r r e t e d  h o u s e  m a ki n g  

t h e  m o s t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  o f  i t s  a wk war d,  t r i a n g u l a r  c o r n e r  s i t e .

G l a s t o n b u r y ,  K e n i l w o r t h ,  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 8 9 8  was  a n o t h e r  l a r g i s h  ILL 356

h o u s e .  I t s  r a t h e r  u n g a i n l y  b l o c k - l i k e  a p p e a r a n c e  was  m o d i f i e d

i n t o  t h e  d e s i r e d  a s y m m e t r y  by e nd p r o j e c t i o n s . T h o s e  c a r r i e d

v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  b a r g e  b o a r d s , f i n i a l s  and f i l i g r e e  i n s e t s .  The

e n t r a n c e  was  a c c e n t u a t e d  by a p o r c h  w h i c h  was  p l a c e d  i n  u n c o m f o r t a b l e

j u x t a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a d j a c e n t  w i n d o w .  The u s u a l  wooden v e r a n d a h

was  i n  t h i s  r a s e  o n l y  s i n g l e  s t o r i e d .  The d o r m er  w i nd o ws  w i t h

p e d i m e n t s  w e r e  a ' Queen A n n e ' t o u c h .  The p l a s t e r  d r e s s i n g s  we re

r e l a t i v e l y  r e s t r a i n e d  b e i n g  c o n f i n e d  t o  q u o i n i n g  a nd wi ndow h o o d s .

Mount  L e o n i e ,  F r e s n a y e , d a t e s  f r o m  c 1 8 9 7 .  Wi th  i t s  t o w e r  and t u r r e t
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o v e r  t h e  e n t r a n c e  p o r c h ,  i t  i s  f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  l a r g e r ,

s i n g l e  s t o r i e d  v i l l a s  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  The p r o m i n e n t  g a b l e  I LL 357

a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o w e r  h a s  t h e  u s u a l  e l a b o r a t e  b a r g e  b o a r d s

a nd p a n e l  w o r k . The t y p i c a l  b ay  wi ndow i s  i n  t h i s  c a s e  b a t t l e m e n t e d .

Tne v e r a n d a h  i s  r o o f e d  w i t h  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  and h a s  t u r n e d  p o s t s .

F o ur  s m a l l  v i l l a s  b u i l t  a s  a row i n  S e a  P o i n t ,  c . 1 8 9 4 , a r e  c h o s e n  

a s  g o o d  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  v a r i a t i o n s  on t h e  t h e m e  o f  t h e  

a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a .

The f i r s t  h o u s e  had a p r o m i n e n t  o f f - c e n t r e  g a b l e  w i t h  m o d e s t

b a r g e b o a r d s .  The m o t i f  o f  t r i a n g u l a r  i n f i l l s  a p p e a r s  t n  h a v e

b e e n  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  ' Queen A n n e ' s u n - r a y  o r n a m e n t .  The v e r a n d a h

r an  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  and a t  l e a s t  p a r t  o f  t h e  s i d e .  ILL 3 5 8

I t  had t u r n e d  p o s t s  a n d  c u r v e d  v a l a n c e  b o a r d s .  The p r o m i n e n t

c h i m n e y s  w e r e  o f  f a c e b r i c k  w i t h  p l a s t e r  b a n d s  a nd m o u l d i n g s .

The s e c o n d  v i l l a  a l s o  had a p r o m i n e n t  g a b l e  b u t  t h e  o r n a m e n t a t i o n

h e r e  w as  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  h a l f  t i m b e r i n g .  T h i s  was  a l s o  t h e  m o t i f  ILL 35 9

o f  t h e  e n t r y  g a b l e t .  The  v e r a n d a h  t o  e a c h  s i d e  o f  t h i s  was

t r e a t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y .  In b o t h  t h e s e  h o u s e s  t h e  v e r a n d a h  was

an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  r o o f .

On t h e  t h i r d  h o u s e ,  t h e  g a b l e  wa s  b r o u g h t  f o r w a r d  and t h e  e n t r a n c e  ILL 3 6 0

marked by  a s m a l l  t u r r e t .  The v e s t i g a l  v e r a n d a h  was  ~c t u r n e d  p o s t s  

w i t h  a f r e t w o r k  f r i e z e .  In c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  two t h i s  h o u s e  

i s  p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  a r c h i t r a v e s  t o  t h e  w in d o w s  and w i t h  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  

q u o i n i r  , .

The l a s t  h o u s e  i s  p e r h a p s  more t y p i c a l  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  o n e s .  ILL 3 6 0

The p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e  was  on t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  a nd  had

b a r g e b o a r d s  w i t h  an i n f i l l  o f  t u r n e d  w o o d w o r k . The w i nd o w s

w e r e  g i v e n  h e a v y  a - c h i t r a v e s  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  k e y s t o n e s ,  s h o u l d e r s ,

and s c r o l l s .  The c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  v e r a n d a h  r an a r o u n d  two s i d e s ,

i t  had t u r n e d  wo oden p o s t s ,  s m a l l  sawn b r a c k e t s  and a f r i e z e

p a r t l y  o f  t u r n e d  wood a n a  p a r t l y  sawn w o r k .

Mrs H u t t o n ' s  h o u s e ,  Wy nb e rg ,  d a t e s  f r om  c . 1 892  and i s  a g o od  ILL 362

e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  more m o d e s t  a s y m m e t r  ^al  h o u s e  o f  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s .

Two h o u s e s  f rom o u t s i d e  Cape Town t h a t  d e s e r v e  s p e c i a l  m e n t i o n  

a r e  a n o t h e r  S c a r l e  H ou se  a t  G r o o t  Brak R i v e r  and a f a r m h o u s e  a t  

W o o d v i l l e  n e a r  G e o r g e . The f o r m e r ,  R i v e r s y d e , was b u i 1t  i n  1 8 9 7
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and  i s  p r o b a b l y  un iqu e  i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  b e i n g  s u r r o u n d e d  by a 

d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h ,  a f a c t  wh ich was commented on a t  th e  

t i m e ^  ^ . I t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  an a t y p i c a l  house  form in  t h e  Wes te rn  

Cape.  The Wo odv i l l e  f arm house  was b u i l t  c . 1 8 9 0  and d e m o n s t r a t e s  

triv l o n g e v i t y  o f  t h e  Georg ian  v i l l a  form in  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .

E x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p o p u l a r  h e a v y  G i b b s  t y p e  s u r r o u n d s  t o  t h e  o p e n i n g s , 

t h e  b a s i c  f o r m  h a s  r e m a i n e d  u n c h a n g e d .

O u t s i d e  o f  Cape  Town,  t h i s  i s  a l s o  t h e  d e c a d e  when e v e n  t h e  

h u m bl e  v e r n a c u l a r  v i l l a g e  h o u s e  b e c a me  V i c t o r i a n ! z e d .  I t  w o u l d  

be  t o o  c um be r so me  t o  g i v e  a n y t h i n g  more  t h a n  a b r i e f  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  more  t y p i c a l  h o u s e  f o r m s  and t h e i r  a p p e a r a n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  t o  

g i v e  a more  c o m p l e t e  c o v e r a g e ,  a f e w  e x a m p l e s  w i l l  b e  s h o w n .

The  h o u s e s  i n  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  Ma rk e t  S q u a r e  a t  O u d t s h o o r n  d a t e  

f r o m j u s t  b e f o r e  18 9 4  and t h e i r  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  show t h e  e v o l u t i o n  

a n d p o s s i b l e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  mor e  v e r n a c u l a r  t y p e  o f  h o u s e .

The  h o u s e  j u s t  r i g h t  o f  t h e  c e n t r e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s i m p l e s t  

t y p e  o f  t wo  rooms -4 ^ ; w i t h  p o s s i b l y  a t h i r d  i n  a bac k w i n g .  The o f f  

c e n t r e  d o o r  l e a d s  s t r a i g h t  i n t o  a r oom.  O b v i o u s l y  t h e  c e i l i n g  

s p a c e  i s  s t i l l  u s e d  For s t o r a g e  i n  t h e  Cape w a y ,  w h i c h  i s  a 

mark o f  t h e s e  h o u s e s .  The r o o f  was  now o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  l a i d  

a t  a l o w e r  p i t c h  w h i l e  t n e  h o u s e  s e e m s  t o  b e  w i d e r  t h a n  i t s  

v e r n a c u l a r  c o u s i n s .  I t s  i m m e d i a t e  n e i g h b o u r  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

s l i g h t l y  b i g g e r  and more  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  w i t h  l a r g e r  o p e n i n g s ,  

more  f a s h i o n a b l e  wi ndow s u r r o u n d s  a nd  o f  c o u r s e  a v e r a n d a h  ( s t i l l  

w o o d e n ) .  T h i s  and t h e  h o u s e  on t h e  e x t r e m e  r i g h t  p r o b a b l y  t y p i f y  

t h e  s m a l l e r  V i c t o r i a n  c o t t a g e  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  The t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  

on t h e  l e f t  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  h o u s e  b u t  h a v e  t h e  p r o n o u n c e d  

l o n g  and s h o r t  work s u r r o u n d s  t h a t  w e r e  i n  g r e a t  v o g u*  i a  t h e  

r e g i o n s  a t  h e  t i m e ^ ' .

The house a . Rober t son  i s  ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  more s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

o f  t h e  Oudt sho orn  examples and i s  p r o b a b l y  c o n t e m p o r a r y .  I t  i s  

s l i g h t l y  mere p r e t e n t i o u s  w i t h  a g a b l e  e v e r  t h e  e n t r a c e .  VesM gal  

t o u c h e s  o f  Cape v e r n a c u l a r  remain in  t h e  g a b l e s . Th 'es  a t  

W e l l i n g t o n  a r e  o t h e r  examoles  and a r e  y e t  more s o p h i s i . v a t e d  

w i t h  c e n t r a l  g a b l e s .  Th i s  type  i s  found t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Boland 

and a t  t h i s  l e v e l  i t  i s  ha rd  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  Cape Dutch 

V i c t o r i a n ! z e d  o r  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  v i l l a  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

Cape t r a d i t i o n .

ILL 363

ILL 364

ILL 365

ILL 36 6

ILL 2 6 7

ILL 3 6 8
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The s e m i - d e t a c h e d  v i l l a ,  b o t h  i n  i t s  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  and s i n g l e

s t o r y e d  v e r s i o n s ,  a l s o  u n d e r w e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t y l i s t i c  c h a n g e s

d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s .  A l t h o u g h  i t  had o b v i o u s  l i m i t a t i o n s

i n  a s s u m i n g  t h e  a s y m m e t r y  o f  t h e  f r e e - s t a n d i n g  v i l l a ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,

t h o u g h  s t i l l  t a s a d  on t h e  p r e v i o u s  t w o - r o o m e d  t u n n e l  b a c k  c l a n

t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v a r i e t y  manag ed  t o  a c h i e v e  a mor e  p - ' - t u r e s q u e  ILL 3 7 0

e f f e c t  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y .

The  h o u s e  c h o s e n  f r o m  a row o f  i d e n t i c a l  v i l l a s  i n  f o r a y  P l a c e ,  ILL 369

G a r d e n s ,  d a t e s  f r o m  1 8 9 5 .  H er e  t h e  p l a n  was  p u s h e d  o u t  o f  t h e

p r e v i o u s  r e c t a n g u l a r  f o r m a t ,  t o  a l l o w  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  a b ay

wi nd ow t o  t h e  d r a w i n g  room w h i l s t  t h e  d i n i n g  room p r o j e c t s  b e yo nd

t h e  b l o c k ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a p r o j e c t i n g  g a b l e  a b o v e .  T h i s

c o u p l e d  w i t h  an o f f - c e n t r e  f r o n  g a b l e  a l l o w e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t o

a c h i e v e  t h e  r i c h e r  m a s s i n g  d e s i r e d .  The  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h ,

p a r t l y  c a s t - i r o n  and p a r t l y  w o o d ,  c o m p l e t e s  t h e  e f f e c t .

In t h e  l a r g e ,  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d ,  s e m i - d e t a c h e d  v i l l a  i t  wa s  v i r t u a l l y  

i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a c h i e v e  a l l  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  r e q u i r e d  w i t h o u t  a ILL 371

l o n g  - ’ m b l i n g  p l a n , w i t h  an e q u a l l y  l o n g  r a m b l i n g  c o r r i d o r .

The u n u s u a l  p l a n  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  e x a m p l e  c h o s e n  w h i c h  was  b u i l t  

i n  B r e d a  S t r e e t  c . 1 8 9 5 ,  i s  an a t t a i n t  t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  

w h i l e  s t i l l  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  d e s i r e d  f r o n t .  H e r e , t h e  t w o - s i d e d  

v e r a n d a h  w i t h  t h e  d r a w i n g  room a nd  l a r g e r  d i n i n g  room a r r a n g e d  i n  

an L - s h a p e  was  a d o p t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  

p r o v i d e d  i n  a d o u b l e  b a n ke d  w i n g  a t  t h e  r e a r .  A p a s s a g e  o f  phenomena 1 

l e n g t h  z i g - z a g s  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o u s e  f r om  t h e  f r o n t  t o  t h e  b a c k  d o o r .

A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  r i c h  p l a s t e r  work o r n a m e n t a t i o n  i s  u s e d  on t h e  

f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n s  a nd i t  s e e m s  f rom t h e  c h i m n e y s  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  

f r o n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  was  f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  i m i t a t i o n  r e d  f a c e b r i c k  

t h e n  p o p u l a r .

The s m a l l e r  s i n g l e - s t o r e y e d ,  s e m i - d e t a c h e d  v i l l a  w as  no  d i f f e r e n t  

on p l a n  a nd i n  e l e v a t i o n  f r om  t h e  s m a l l e r  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a ,  

t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  j o i n e d  a l o n g  a p a r t y  w a l l  

i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  3'  t o  4 '  ( 9 0 0 - 1 , 2 0 0  m) a p a r t  a s  t h e y  w e r e  u s u a l l y .

The o r o m u l g a t i o n  o f  Cape T o w n ' s  f i r s t  s e t  o f  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b u i l d i n g  

and h e a l t h  r e g u a l t i o n s  i n  1 8 8 9  had a g r e a t  e f f e c t  on d o m e s t i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e , and p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t e r r a c e  h o u s i n g .  The m o s t  o b v i o u s  

o f  t h e s e  w e r e  t n e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a minimum y a r d  s p a c e ,  t h e
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p r o v i s i o n  a n d  p o s i t i o n i n g  o f  a W.C. o r  p r i v v y ,  and t h e  r a i s i n g  

o f  p a r t y  w a l l s  a b o v e  t h e  r o o f i n g  a s  a f i r e  p r e c a u t i o n .  T h e s e  

r e g u l a t i o n s , p l u s  t h e  new a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f a s h i o n s  f o r  Ma nsa rd  r o o f s  

a nd  d e c o r a t i v e  c a s t - i r o n  b a l c o n i e s , p r o d u c e d  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  l o o k i n g  

b u i l d i n g  f r om  t h e  a v e r a g e  o n e  b u i l t  p r i o r  t o  1 8 9 0 .  In p l a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h e  b a s i c  t wo room t u n n e l b a c k  was  s t i l l  u s e d  w i t h  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n .

As w i t h  a l l  t y o e s  o f  d o m e s t i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  saw t h e  e r e c t i o n  

o f  a t r e m e n d o u s  v o lu me  o f  t e r r a  ; h o u s i n g ,  p e r h a p s  more  s o  t h a n  

a n y  o t h e r  t y p e .  In c e r t a i n  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  t h e  G a r d e n s , T a m b o e r s k l o o f ,

S e a  P o i n t ,  G re en  P o i n t  a nd  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  O b s e r v a t o r y  and Mowbray

t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  v a r i e t y  was  f a v o u r e d  w h i l e  t h e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d

t e r r a c e  was  a l s o  f o u n d  i n  a l l  t h e s e  a r e a s  a s  w e l l  a s  s c a t t e r e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  o l d e r  s u b u r b s  a s  w e l l .

The  v i l l a s  i n  u p p e r  Bui  t e n k a n t  S t r e e t  w e r e  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 5 ,  t h e

a r c h i t e c t  b e i n g  W. B l a c k .  In p l a n  t h e y  f o l l o w  t h e  t y p i c a l  t u n n e l  ILL 372A

b a c k  f o r m a t  w i t h  a g r o u n d  f l o o r  d r a w i n g  r o o m ,  ba ck  d i n i n g  room

a n d  k i t c h e n  i n  w i n g .  U p s t a i r s  a r e  t h r e e  b e d r o o m s  w i t h  a b a t h  and

s e r v a n t ' s  rrum o f f  t h e  h a l f  l a n d i n g .  What i s  c h i e f l y  o f  i n t e r e s t

e x t e r n a l l y  i s  t h e  way t h e  c o r n e r  h a s  b e e n  h a n d l e d  w i t h  t h e

t y p i c a l  t u r r e t  s o  b e l o v e d  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  A l t h o u g h  now t r u n c a t e d

t h e  t u r r e t  s t i l l  g i v e s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  t h e  r i c h l y  p i c t u r e s q u e  f e e l i n g

s o  d e s i r e d  and w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  c o s t l y  was  p a i d  f o r  e v e n  i n  w h a t  i s

o r d i n a r y  s p e c u l a t o r ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  t o w e r  was  u s e d

t o  f o r m  an o c t a g n a l  r e c e s s  o f f  t h e  d i n i n g  room and b e d r o o m .  The

r o o f s  f o l l o w e d  a Mansard f o r m u l a  w i t h  p r o m i n e n t  c h i m n e y s , w h i l s t  t h e

v e r a n d a h s  h a v e  t h e  o b l i g a t o r y  d i s p l a y  o f  c a s t - i r o n ,  a l t h o u g h

f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a w i n g s  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  woodwork was  i n t e n d e d .

T he  t e r r a c e  o f  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  h o u s e s  i n  Gordon S t r e e t , G a r d e n s ,

o r i g i n a l l y  known a s  M ont ag ue  V i l l a s ,  was  b u i l t  c . 1 8 9 8 .  In p l a n

t h e y  a r e  v e r y  n o v e l . I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  t u n n e l b a c k  l a y o u t ,  t h e  ILL 37 3

u n i t  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  by  c r o s s  w a l l s ,  t h e  i n n e r  t h i r d

c o n t a i n i n g  t h ? t o p  l i t  s t a i r c a s e  and v e r y  i n g e n i o u s l y ,  t h e  b a t h r o o m

a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  The o u t e r  two t h i r d s  c o n t a i n s  t h e  u s u a l

l i v i n g  a nd  b e d  r ooms .  T h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h e  p l a n  was

e v o l v e d  e l s e w h e r e  and was  b r o u g h t  t o  Cape Town by o n e  o f  t h e  n e w l y

a r r i v e d  a r c h i t e c t s .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e  t e r r a c e  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  w i t h  c e r t a i n

u n u s u a l  f e a t u r e s .  T h e r e  i s  no g r o u n d  f l o o r  v e r a n d a h ,  t h e  f i r s t



f l o o r  b a l c o n y  w i t h  i t s  c a s t - i r o n  c o l u m n s  s p a n s  b e t w e e n  p a r t y  

w a l l s .  The r o o f ,  w i t h  some s t r u c t u r a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  i s  a 

p s e u d o - H a n s a r d .  I t  h a s  a s t e e p  p i t c h ,  w h i c h  i s  c o v e r e d  w i t h  

s l a t e  t o w a r d s  t h e  r oa d a nd h a s  a f l a t t e r  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  c l a d  

p i t c h  t o  t h e  r e a r .  The s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  g a b l e t s ,  some on t h e  l i n e  

o f  i .he v e r a n d a h  and some on t h e  l i n e  o f  t h e  r o o f ,  a r e  a p i c t u r e s q u e  

t o u c h .  The h a l f  t i m b e r i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  g a b l e s  i s  a ' Queen Anne '  

m o t i f ,  w h i l s t  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  p l a s t e r w o r k  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  i s  

c l a s s i c a l  i n  o r i g i n .

The f o l l o w i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s  w e r e  c h o s e n  t o  g i v e  an i m p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  a r c h i t e c t  i r a l  t r e a t m e n t s  o f  t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d  t e r r a c e  h o u s e  

and a l s o  i t s  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .

The  f i r s t  t e r r a c e  i s  i n  S e a  P o i n t  and was  p r o b a b l y  b u i l t  i l l

a b o u t  1 8 9 5 .  I t  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i v e  i d e n t i c a l  u n i t s ,  no a t t e m p t  

b e i n g  made t o  c o m p o s e  i t  i n t o  o n e  e l e v a t i o n .  B e s i d e s  t h e  c a s t  i r o n  

v e r a n d a h s ,  t h e  c h i e f  f e a t u r e  i s  a s m a l l  h a l f - t i m b e r e d  g a b l e t .

The s e c o n d  t e r r a c e ,  a l s o  i n  S e a  P o i n t  a c c o m m o d a t e s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  ILL

s l o p e  b y  s t a g g e r i n g  t h e  u n i t s  b u t  a l s o  t r i e s  t o  c o m p o s e  i t s e l f  

by  e m p h a s i s i n g  t h e  e nd  u n i t s  b y  means o f  l a r g e  g a b l e s .

The t h i r d  t e r r a c e  in Mowbray i s  r i c h e r  i n  t r e a t m e n t  t h a n  t h e  ILL

f i r s t  t wo  by h a v i n g  d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  bay  w i n d o w s  and s l i g h t l y  

more  i n  t h e  way o f  o r n a m e n t .

The l a s t  t e r r a c e  w h i c h  d a t e s  f r o m c . 1 9 0 4 ,  a l t h o u g h  e s s e n t i a l l y  ILL

l i k e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e x a m p l e s  s h o w s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e r n  f o r  s i m p l i c i t y .

I t  h a s  v i r t u a l l y  no o r n a m e n t a l  p l a s t e r w o r k ,  a l l  t h e  c h i m n e y s

and p a r a p e t s  h a v i n g  p l a i n  m o u l d i n g s .  The c a s t - i r o n  i s  o f  an A r t  No v ea u

c h a r a c t e r .

Among t h e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  row h o u s i n g ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  t y p e  w as  t h e

f o u r  room p l a n  w i t h  a l a r g e  s e r v i c e  w i n g .  T h i s  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a c e n t r a l

p a s s a g e w a y  w i t h  two rooms on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  l i g h t i n g  f r o m f r o n t  and b a c k .

In t h e  w i n g  was  t h e  k i t c h e n ,  b a t h r o o m  and s e r v i c e  r o o m s .  The a r c h ­

i t e c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t  was d e p e n d a n t  on t h »  a r c h i t e c t ,  b u t  i n  s m a l l  t e r r a c e s  

u s u a l l y  t o o k  t h e  f o r m  o f  g a b l e s  a t  t h e  e n d s  a s  t e r m i n a l  f e a t u r e s .

The e x a m p l e  shown was  b u i l t  a s  p a r t  o f  a s e r i e s  o f  t e r r a c e s  i n  1 8 9 7  ILL

i n  S t r u b e n s w a y ,  Mowbr ay , f o r  H.W. S t r u b e n . The y w e r e  d e s i g n e d

b y  H. B a k e r  a nd e x c e p t  f o r  m i n o r  d e t a i l s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  wooden

b r a c k e t  t o  t h e  c a s t  i r o n  c o l u m n  t h e y  a r e  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  f r om  

t h e  a v e r a g e  t e r r a c e .
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Th e  s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e  t e r r a c e  h o u s e  t y p e s  w e r e  t h e  s i n g l e  f r o n t e d  

o n e s , w i t h  t h e  rooms f r o n t  and b a c k , o p e n i n g  o f f  a t h r o u g h  p a s s a g e .

The k i t c h e n  and s o m e t i m e s  a b a t h r o o m  w e r e  p o s i t i o n e d  i n  t h e  w i n g ,  

j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s ,  t h i s  p l a n  had a l o n g  h i s t o r y .

In t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  i t  a c q u i - e d  a s e c o n d  be dr o om  i n  t h e  w i n g  b e y o n d  t h e

k i t c h e n .  The e x a m p l e  shown was  b u i l t  i n  1 8 9 6  i n  Lee S t r e e t  ILL 3 3 0

t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  W. B l a c k .  The t h r e e  s m a l l e r  h o u s e s  a r e  g r o u p e d

t o g e t h e r  and a r e  t e r m i n a t e d  i n  e l e v a t i o n  by  g a b l e s .  The m i n i m a l

v e r a n d a h  had c a s t  i r o n  c o l u m n s  a nd  b r a c k e t s .  The s i n g l e ,

l a r g e r ,  f o u r  roomed d w e l l i n g  had t h e  s t a n d a r d  p l a n  f o r  t h i s  t y p e .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  i s  a s e r i e s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  s h o w i n g  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  

t r e a t m e n t  o f ,  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  

t e r r a c e  h o u s e s .  D a t e s  g i v e n  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e .

Th e  t e r r a c e s  shown i n  t h e  f i r s t  p h o t o g r a p h  w e r e  i n  G r e e n  P o i n t ,

j u s t  b e h i n d  S o m e r s e t  R o a d . T he y  w e r e  b u i l t  c .  1 8 9 5  a nd a r e  ILL 3 79

t h o s e  t h r e e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e .

The y  w e r e  o f  a v e r y  s i m p l e  a d d i t i v e  f o r m ;t h e  o n l y  a t t e m p t  t o

v a r y  them b e i n g  t h e  u s u a l  and h e r e ,  awkward a d d i t i o n  o f  s m a l l  g a b l e d

p r o j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  t e r r a c e  e n d s .

I o n a  T e r r a c e ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  i s  much s m a l l e r  b e i n g  o n l y  t h r e e  u n i t s  ILL 3 8 0

i n  l e n g t h .  H e r e  t h e  s h o r t e r  l e n g t h  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a more

s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  t e r m i n a t e d  by t h e  u s u a l  e nd  g a b l e s  and

b a y  w i n d o w s .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  a s m a l l  g a b l e t  t o  e m p h a s i s e  t h e  

c e n t r e  u n i t  e n t r a n c e .  I t  i s  p r o b a b l y  j u s t  p o s t - 1 9 0 0 .

A l b e r t  T e r r a c e ,  T a m b o e r s k l o o f , w h i c h  i s  a l s o  p r o b a b l y  p o s t - 1 9 0 0  ILL 381

i s  a s i m p l e  a d d i t i v e  f o rm  o f  g r o u p  h o u s i n g  u s i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  

f o u r  room t y p e  o f  c o t t a g e .  T h e r e  i s  no a t t e m p t  t o  f o r m  i t  i n t o  

a n y  s o r t  o f  c o m p o s i t i o n  w i t h  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  t e r m i n a t i n g  f e a t u r e s .

I t s  c h i e f  charm i s  i n  i t s  s t a g g e r e d  f or m c l i m b i n g  t h e  s t e e p  s l o p e  

a nd  t h e  l a r g e  amount  o f  d e c o r a t i v e  c a s t - i r o n  on e a c h  h o u s e .

A number o f  l a r g e  h o u s e s  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  g r a n d e s t  I LL 382

o f  t h e s e  was  T r a v a t o ,  Wynber g.  D e s i g n e d  by  H. B ak e r  f o r  C a r 1 J e p p e

i t  was  c o m p l e t e d  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  A n ^ o - B o e r  w a r ,  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t i m e

i t  was  u s e d  a s  a c o n v a l e s c e n c e  h o m e . F o l l o w i n g  t h e  c u r r e n t

E n g l i s h  c o u n t r y  h o u s e  p l a n n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s , t h e  h o u s e  i s  g r o u p e d  a r o un d

a l a r g e ,  d o u b l e - v o l u m e d  l i v i n g  n a i l .  The ma i n b l o c k  h a s  v i r t u a l l y

s y n m e t r i c a l  f a c a d e s ,  w i t h  a s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e  and g a r d e n  e l e v a t i o n s .

The s e r v i c e  w i n g  i s  s e t  a t  4 5 ° ,  a t h e n  f a s h i o n a b l e  d e v i c e  c o n t r i v e d
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t o  v i s u a l l y  s h o r t e n  t h e  h o u s e ' s  ' t a i l '  . T h i s  r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i t h  

i n  t h e  b u t t e r f l y  f o r m o f  L u y t e n ' s  h o u s e s .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  

t r e a t m e n t  i s  m o s t l y  ' Qu e e n  A n n e ' .  The  r e d  t i l e s ,  t e x t u r e d  p l a s t e r  

w a l l s  a nd s t o n e  p l i n t h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s i m p l i f i e d  r e n a i s s a n c e  

d e t a i l s  a r e  a l l  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h i s  s t y l e .  What h a s  b e e n  a dd e d  

t h o u g h ,  a r e  t h e  c l a s s i c a l l y  t r e a t e d  v e r a n d a h s .  More t y p i c a l  

a r e  h o u s e s  s u c h  a s  B o r d e a u x  a t  Se a  P o i n t  a nd G l e n g a n r f  a t  

T h r e e  A n c h or  B a y .  B o r d e a u x  was  e n l a r g e d  c . 1 8 9 4  b y  t h e  De V i l l i e r s -  

G r a a f  f a m i l y  i n t o  an i m p o s i n g  s y m m e t r i c a l  I t a l i a n a t e  m a n s i o n  

c o m p l e t e  w i t h  an e n t r a n c e  t o w e r  and d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  v e r a n d a h ,  y h e  

l u s h  p l a s t e r w o r k  o r n a m e n t a t i o n  i s ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  t y p i c a l  o f  

t h e  t i m e .

G l e n g a r i f f ,  w h i l s t  n o t  a s  b i g ,  was  a l s o  a v e r a n d a h  h o u s e ,  b u t  

g i v e n  a r i c h e r  t r e a t m e n t  t h a n  m o s t .  I t s  e n t r y  t o w e r  i s  a s y m m e t r i c a l l y  

p l a c e d  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  p i c t u r e s q u e  t a s t e .  D e t a i l i n g  

i s  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  f r e e  r e n a i s s a n c e  f a s h i o n .
(44)

H i l l s i d e  H o u s e ,  G re en  P o i n t ,  i s  p o s s i b l y  l a t e r ,  from c . i 9 0 4 '

I t s  g e n e r a l  a p p e a r a n c e  i s  a g a i n  f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

The  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  e l e m e n t  t h o u g h  i s  t h e  g a b l e s  w h i c h  a r e  

a f a i r l y  d i r e c t  d e r i v a t i o n  f r o m  t h e n  c u r r e n t  ' F l e m i s h '  t y p e s  

f o u n d  on c o m m e r c i a l  w o r k .

The  1 9 0 0 ‘ s

The  w e a l t n  a c q u i r e d  by a r c h i t e c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  b o r e  f r u i t  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s w i t h  a number  o f  the m b e i n g  a b l e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  

e x t e n s i v e  t r a v e l  o v e r s e a s ^ .  T h i s  a l l o w e d  t h e m  t o  g a i n  f i r s t  

h a n d k n o w l e d g e  o f  c u r r e n t  o v e r s e a s  wor k i n c l u d i n g ,  or  c o u r s e ,

E n g l i s o  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  w h i c h  t h e n  e n j o y e d  a h i g h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

r e p u t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  work o f  s u c h  men a s  R . N.  S ha w,  C . F .  V o y s e y  

and B a i l l i e - S c o t t .  T h e s e  i d e a s  w e r e  s u p p l e m e n t e d ^  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

j o u r n a l s  and m a g a z i n e s  and e v e n  by p o p u l a r  b o o k s '  . Thus  

d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  moved q u i c k l y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o r  E n g l i s h  

e x a m p l e s  w i t h  A r t s  and C r a f t s  i n f l u e n c e s  b e i n g  by  now b o t h  p r o m i n e n t  

a nd  w e l l  d i f f u s e d .  T h i s  l e d ,  i n  t h e  C a p e ,  t o w a r d s  a f e e l i n g  

f o r  s i m p l e r  a nd more s o l i d  f o r m s ,  w i t h  a r e j e c t i o n  or  e x c e s s i v e  

o r n a m e n t a t i o n  a nd a s t r e s s  on t h e  u s e  o f  n a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  s u c h  

a s  s t o n e ,  b r i c k  and t i l e s .  T h e r e  was  a l s o  an e m p h a s i s  on g o od  

w o r k m a n s h i p  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  i n t e r n a l  w o r k .  In t h i s  t h e y  w e r e  a s s i s t e d  

by t h e  g r o w i n g  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  i n d u s t r y .



H e r b e r t  B a k e r ' s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  r e f o m a t i o n , a s  i t  w e r e ,  o f  c o n ­

t e m p o r a r y  work h a s  b e e n  s t r e s s e d ' 4 ' b u t  a l t h o u g h  h e  was o b v i o u s l y  

a p r o m i n e n t  memoer o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  and e x e r t e d  some i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h  

h i s  work and w r i t i n g ,  h i s  i n f l u e n c e  w o u l d  s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  on  

t h e  y o u n g e r  a r c h i t e c t s ' 4 ^ . T h i s  b o r e  f r u i t  much l a t e r ,  b e i n g  

p r o b a b l y  a t  i t s  h e i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  World  War.  T h e r e  i s  no  

e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  d i d  n o t  d e r i v e  t h e i r  

i n f l u e n c e s  f r o m  t h e  same s o u r c e s  a s  he d i e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  

him(W).

The f o l l o w i n g  e x a m p l e s  a r e  c h o s e n ,  n o t  t o  e x h a u s t i v e l y  i l l u s t r a t e  

t h e  new m o v e m e n t ,  w h i c h  a ny w ay  f a l l s  o u t s i d e  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  

t h e s i s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  show how i t  e v o l v e d  o u t  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  a nd  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  i t s  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  r o o t s .  A 

f u r t h e r  s e c t i o n  w i l l  show how t h e  t y p i c c l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  f l o u r i s h  b o t h  i n  Cape Town a nd  r e g i o n  r i g h t  

up t o  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  U n i o n .  As an e x a m p l e ,  t h e  a p p e t i t e  f o r  c a s t -  

i r o n  was  s t i l l  s o  g r e a t  a s  t o  c a u s e  a l o c a l  f o u n d a r / ^ t o  commence  

p r o d u c i n g  i t s  own c . 1 9 0 2 .

The  v i l l a  i n  O r a n j e z i c h t ,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  i >  <n i n t e r e s t i n g  and  

i n s t r u c t i v e  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  B l a c k ' s  work o f  f r e  t o  s i x  y e a r s  ILL

p r e v i o u s l y .  A c o m p a r i s o n  b e t w e e n  t h i s  h o u s e  a n d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  

V i l l a  F l e t c h e r ^ '  w i l l  r e v e a l  many c h a n g e s .  On p l a n  t h e  m o s t  

o b v i o u s  c h a n g e  i s  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  t o  a s t o e p  

t h o u g h  i t  i s  i n  t h e  s a n e  p o s i t i o n  and s t i l l  h a s  a v e s t i g a l  c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  d i n i n g  r oo m.  This room i s  no l o n g e r  t h e  l a r g e s t  r e c e p t i o n  

s p a c e ,  a p r o c e s s  o f  c h a n g e  a c t u a l l y  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

T e r m i n o l o g y  h a s  a l s o  u n d e r g o n e  some c h a n g e s  w i t h  a l a r g e  d e n ,  a 

s o r t  o f  m a s c u l i n e  l a i r ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  more d i g n i f i e d  and b o o k i s h  

s t u d y .  U p s t a i r s  t h e r e  a r e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  more  b e d ro o ms  I f i v e )  

m o s t  o f  t he m s m a l l e r  t h a n  was  nor mal  e a r l i e r .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h e  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  c u p b o a r d s  i n  m o s t  r o o m s ,  w h i c h  i s  a g a i n ,  r a r e  b e f o r e  

t h i s .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  on t h e  o u t s i d e  

t h a t  t h e  m a j o r  i n n o v a t i o n s  a r e  t o  be s e e n .  H e r e ,  t h e  new f e e l i n g  

f o r  s i m p l e r  and more  s o l i d  m a s s i n g  i s  r e c o g n i z a b l e .  Gone a r e  t h e  

l i g h t  d e c o r a t i v e  v e r a n d a h s ,  t h e  c o m p l e x  r o o f  f o r m s  and t h e  r i c h  

o r n a m e n t a t i o n .  I n s t e a d  t h e  h o u s e  s i t s  p r i m l y  u n d e r  i t s  n e a t  

t i l e d  r o o f .  P r o j e c t i o n s  a r e  more  s i m p l y  g e o m e t r i c a l  w h i l e  t h e  

u s e  o f  n a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  s u c h  a s  s t o n e ,  f a c e b r i c k ,  r ough c a s t  and  

c l a y  t i l e s  i s  d e r i v e d  from c u r r e n t  E n g l i s h  w o r k .  The u s e  o f  

b a t t e r e d  f o r ms  i n  t h e  b u t t r e s s  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r  and i n  t h e



c h i m n e y  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  r o u g h c a s t  t o  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  w i t h  i t s  

d i s t i n c t i v e  b e s s  c a s t  s u g g e s t  a s t r o n g  s u p e r f i c i a l  i n f l u e n c e ,  

o f  t h e  work o f  C . F . A .  V o y s e y ( 5 2 ) . L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  u s e  

o f  c a s e m e n t  w i nd o w s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  u n i v e r s a l  s a s h  

t y p e .

H a y w a r d ' s  H o u s e ,  K e n i l w o r t h ,  was  b u i l t  a t  t h e  same t i m e  a s  t h e  

O r a n j e z i c h t  V i l l a  t o  t h e  d e s i g n s  o f  H.H.  & W. R e i d .  I t  i s  a 

m . c h  more r e c o g n i z a b l e  d e r i v a t i o n  f r o m c u r r e n t  E n g l i s h  d o m e s t i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i n  f a c t  i t  was  c a l l e d  ' t h e  o l d  E n g l i s h  t y p e 1 i n  

a c o n t e m p o r a r y  j o u r n a  <.  ̂ The  d o r m e r  w i n d o w s  w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y

c o n s i d e r e d  a t o u c h s t o n e  o f  t h i s  t y p e .  The  i n t e r n a l  p l a n n i n g  was  

v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  E n g l i s h  p r a c t i c e .  The  e n t r y  p o r c h  l e d  i n t o  a 

l i v i n g - h a l l w a y ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  i n g l e n o o k .  O f f  t h e  h a l l  t h r o u g h  

a w i d e  a r c h  was  t h e  l o u n g e ,  t h e  i n f o r m a l  l i v i n g  a r e a  w h i l s t  a 

s m a l l  f o r m a l  d i n i n g  room was  s t i l l  p r o v i d e d .  A s e p a r a t e  s e r v i c e  

s t a . r  t o  t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r  was  p a r t  o f  t h e  p l a n , s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  was  

a b a n d o n e d  i n  h o u s e s  o f  t h i s  s i z e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  b u t  n e c e s s a r y  

h e r e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l i v i n g - h a l l .  T he  u s u a l  e l a b o r a t e  a r r a y  o f  

k i t c h e n  and o f f i c e s ,  was p r o v i d e d  e v e n  i n  w h a t  was  a m o d e s t  h o u s e .  

E x t e r n a l l y  t h e  w a l l s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  w i t h  r ou gh  c a s t ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  

w a l l i n g  was o f  r ed  f a c e b r i c k  and t h e  r o o f  w as  o f  E n g l i s h  t i l e s ,  

a l l  v e r n a c u l a r  m a t e r i a l s .  The m o s t  o b v i o u s  f e a t u r e , t h e  c o m p l e x  

m a s s i n g  o f  t h e  a s s o r t e d  r o o f  s h a p e s  was  a g a i n  t y p i c a l  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

E n g l i s h  d e s i g n .

V e t  a n o t h e r  h o u s e  was  t h a t  f o r  Mr C a r t w r i g h t  i n  C l a r e m o n t ^ ) .  

D e s i g n e d  by C. H.  S m i t h ,  i t  was much l a r g e r  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  

e x a m p l e s .  The  p l a n n i n g  g e n e r a t o r  h e r e  was a l a r g e  o c t a g o n a l  h a l l  

c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t a i r c a s e  w h i c h  was  e n t e r e d  t h e o u g h  

a v e s t i b u l e  a nd o f f  w h i c h  a l l  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  rooms l e d .  The two  

l a r g e s t  r o o m s ,  t h e  d i n i n g  room and p a r l o u r  w e r e  e n - s u i t e  c o n n e c t e d  

b y  a l a r g e  f o l d i n g  d o o r ,  an a r r a n g e m e n t  h a r k i n g  b a c k  t o  l a t e  

G e o r g i a n  p r a c t i c e .  T h e s e  two rooms w e r e  g i v e n  a r a t h e r  l a r g e  

a m o u n t  o f  i n g l e n o o k s ,  b u i l t  i n  s e a t s  and n i c h e s  p o p u l a r  a t  t h e  t i m e .  

T h e r e  was a l s o  an o b s e r v a t o r y  o f f  t h e  d i n i n g  room.  The l a r g e  

v e r a n d a h  was  o n l y  a c c e s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o n s e r v a t o r y .  A l a r g e  

d r a w i n g  room and a s t u d y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  s u i t e  o f  r o o m s . The k i t c h e n  

e t c . ,  w e r e  c o m i n e d  t o  a q u a d r a n t  o f  t h e  p l a n .  A l t h o u g h  p a r t l y  

r e a r r a n g e d ,  t h e  p l a n  s t i l l  has  a s t r o n g  r e s e m b l e n c e  t o  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s 

v i l l a .  O u t s i d e , t h e  h o u s e  was n o t  a s  a d v a n c e d  a s  t h e  p r e v i o u s  two



and a l t h o u g h  i t  r e s t o r e d  t h e  f r i p p e r i e s  and c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  boom i t  s t i l l  had p e r i o d  d r e s s ,  i n  t h i s  c a s e  h a l f ­

t i m b e r i n g  o f  t h e  ' E l i z a b e t h a n '  k i n d .  The v e r a n d a h ,  a l t h o u g h  s i m p l e r ,  

h a s  an u n g a i n l y  V i c t o r i a n  q u a l i t y .

The m a n s i o n  o f  Mr B e r t r a m  i n  C o n s t a n t i a  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  home  

i n  t h e  g r o u p  s e l e c t e d .  I t  was  p l a n n e d  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  c o u n t r y  

h o u s e  t r a d i t i o n  i n  two b l o c k s ,  a mai n b l o c k  and a s e r v i c e  w i n g .

The  p l a n n i n g  g e n e r a t o r  was  a g a i n  a l a r g e  h a l l ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  

f i r e p l a c e .  In t h i s  c a s e  i t  was  a l a r g e  l i v i n g h a l l  f r om  w h i c h  

a g r a n d  s t a i r c a s e  r o s e .  T h i s  l i v i n g h a l l  o p e n e d  o n t o  a v e r a n d a h  

and o n e i t h e r  s i d e  w e r e  t h e  m ai n  r e c e p t i o n  r o o m s .  The d r a w i n g  

room had t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  i n g l e n o o k .  E n t r y  was t h r o u g h  a p o r c h  

a nd v e s t i b u l e .  O t h e r  rooms o p e n e d  o f f  t h i s  and f r o m  a p a s s a g e .  

E x t e r n a l l y  t h e  h o u s e  was  s t i l l  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  g r a n d  t r a d i t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  g a r d e n  e l e v a t i o n  b e i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o n e .  T h i s  was  t r e a t e d  

s y m m e t r i c a l l y  w i t h  t w i n  g a b l e s  b e t w e e n  w h i c h  t h e r e  was  a r e c e s s e d  

v e r a n d a h .  The  c u r v i l i n e a r  g a b l e s  w i t h  s e m i - c i r c u l a r  w i n d o w s  

w e r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  on G r o o t  S c h u u r ;  b u t  a s  g a b l e s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  

w e r e  i n  v o g u e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  a n y w a y ,  t h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  

m i g h t  b e  m i s l e a d i n g .  L o c a l  s t o n e  was  u s e d  t o  f a c e  t h e  l o w e r  

f l o o r  w h i l s t  i m p o r t e d  s t o n e  was  u s e d  f o r  t h e  b a l c o n i e s  and p o r t i c o .  

C a l e b  K e e n e ,  p o s s i b l y  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  f i r s t  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t o r ,  

was  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  much o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  work The a r c h i t e c t

was  W. Adamson.

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  e x a m p l e s ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  d o m e s t i c  work c o n ­

t i n u e d  i n  much t h e  same v e i n  a s  p r e v i o u s l y .  Mr L o o p u y t ' s  home i n  

R o n d e b o s c h  was  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 4 ,  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  A.  De W i t t .  I t  

c o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  b u i l t  t e n  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y  and h a s  a marked  

s i m i l a r i t y  t o  ' Monte  V i s t a ' .  H er e  t h e  c o n t r a s t  b e t w e e n  l i g h t  

wo od e n v e r a n d a h s  and t h e  s o l i d  c u b i c  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i t s e l f  

i s  m o s t  m a r k e d .

The  a p t l y  named Model  V i l l a ,  G a r d e n s ,  d a t e s  f ro m 1 9 0 3 .  Wi th i t s  

l a r g e  g a b l e  d e c k e d  w i t h  a l l  m a n n e r  o f  p l a s t e r w o r k  o r n a m e n t ,  i t s  

e n t r y  p o r c h  and s p i r e  and i t s  l o c a l l y  made c a s t  i r W 5 6 ) ,  i t  s ho ws  

t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  e x u b e r a n c e  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  a m o n g s t  t h e  l o w e r  o r d e r  

o f  a r c h i t e c t / d e s i g n e r s .  In t h i s  c a s e  i t  was p o s s i b l y  t h e  b u i l d e r
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h i m s e l f .  I t  i s  a r e a l  s p e c u l a t o r ' s  h o u s e  i n  t h a t  a l l  t h e  d e c o r a t i o n

i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n ; e v e n  t h e  q u o i n s  do n o t  go

a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r .  The t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  g a b l e  i s  w o r t h  c o n s e n t i n g

on a s  a b o u t  t h i s  t i m e  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  be co me  p o p u l a r  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h

b a r g e b o a r d i n g  and t u r n  i t  i n t o  a p a r a p e t  g a b l e .  T h i s  i s  p r o b a b l y

an i n f l u e n c e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  g a b l e  f o r m p o p u l a r  i n  c o m m e r c i a l  work  
o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .

Even i n  t h e  s m a l l e r  and r e m o t e r  v i l l a g e s  a l l  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  

new s t y l e  had a r r i v e d  b y  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s .  Some h o u s e s  w e r e  a l m o s t  e x a c t  

c o p i e s  o f  f a s h i o n a b l e  s u b u r b a n  v i l l a s  b u t  m o s t  s ho w some c o n c e s s i o n  

t o  t h e i r  s e m i - r u r a l  s i t e s .  The y a r e  g e n e r a l l y  much l a r g e r  t h a n  

t h e i r  ur b an  p r o t o t y p e s  a s  w e l l  a s  b e i n g  s i m p l e r  i n  o r n a m e n t .  They  

a l s o  had a t e n d e n c y  t o  s y m m e t r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  m ai n  e l e v a t i o n .

The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a s e l e c t i o n  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  r a n ^ e .

The h o u s e  a t  P r i n c e  A l b e r t  was  a v e r y  s o o h i s t i c a t e d  e x a m p l e  w i t h  I L L 392

a s y m m e t r i c a l  g a b l e s  , b a y  w i nd o w s  and a wooden v e r a n d a h  a r o u n d  
t w o  s i d e s .

At  M c G r e g o r ,  t h e  P a s t o i i e  was  a s i m p l e r  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a s y m m e t r i c a l  ILL 3 9 3

g a b l e  e n d s  a g a i n  w i t h  b a y  w i n d o w s ,  b e t w e e n  w h i c h  was  a w oo den  

v e r a n d a h  w i t h  c a s t - i r o n  b a l u s t e r s .  The p l a s t e r  p a n e l s  on t h e  

b a y  w i n d o w s  h i n t  a t  r u s t i c  d e s i g n  and w o r k m a n s h i p .

A n o t h e r  P a s t o r i e ,  t h i s  t i m e  a t  H o p e f i l e d ,  was  a v e r y  l a r g e  and ILL 394

u n g a i n l y  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  s u b u r b a n  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a .  The two s m a l l

t e r m i n a l  b l o c k s  w e r e  r a t h e r  d w a r f e d  by t h e  b u l k  a nd  l e n g t h

o f  t h e  mai n b l o c k .  The b ay  wi nd ow was c a r r i e d  up i n t o  t h r e e

s e p a r a t e  g a b l e t s ,  a n o v e l  b u t  u g l y  t r e a t m e n t .  The  c a s t  i r o n

v e r a n d a h  was  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  p o s t s ,  b r a c k e t s ,  f r i e z e  and d o u b l e

c u r v e d  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  r o o f .

M e r i n d o l  a t  R i e b e c k ,  b u i l t  i n  1 9 0 4 ,  s h o ws  t h e  c u r r e n t  v i l l a  i d i o m  ILL 395

a s  a p p l i e d  t o  a f ram h o u s e .  S y m r e t r i c a l  a r c h e s ,  two g a b l e s  w i t h

b a y  w in d o w s  and a c a s t  i r o n  v e r a n d a h  a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l ­
d i n g .

Two h o u s e s  f rom R o b e r t s o n  c o n t i n u e  t h i s  s u r v e y .  The  f i r s t  i s  ILL 396

v e r y  l i k e  t h e  P a s t o r i e  a t  H o p e f i e l d  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  mai n b l o c k  

t e r m i n a t i n g  i n  s m a l l ,  b a y  w in d ow e d p r o j e c t i o n s .  T h i s  b u i l d i n g  

h a s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  f i n e  a r r a y  o f  c a s t  i r o n  on i t s  v e r a n d a h .
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ILL 4 0 2

ILL 372

The  s e c o n d  h o u s e  i s  t h e  normal  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  b u t  i s  I k L i i i

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by an a m a z i n g  f e a t u r e  w h i c h  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  

s t a r t s  a s  a b ay  w in d ow  and e n d s  up a s  a f u l l y  f l e d g e d  t u r r e t , 

c a p p e d  b y  a s t e e p l y  p i t c h e d  r o o f .

The  h o u s e s  i n  M o s s e l  Bay s e e m  t o  h a v e  b e e n  much s i m p l e r  t h a n

e l s e w h e r e  a nd  t h e r e i s  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  e x u b e r a n c e  h e r e .  The ILL_ 3 99

s m a l l  t e r r a c e  d a t e d  1 9 0 7  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  w i t h  a ny  f e a t u r e s  s u c h

a s  c o r n e r  t u r r e t s  and b ay  w i n d o w s .  Much mor e  t y p i c a l  i s  t h e  s q u a r e

b l o c k - l i k e  s t o n e  h o u s e  w i t h  a d o u b l e - s t o r i e d  woo den o r  p a r t  c a s t -  ---------

i r o n  v e r a n d a h .  An e x a m p l e  i s  s h o w n .  T h e s e  w e r e  a l s o  b u i l t

d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  A l s o  shown i s  a s m a l l  s e m i - d e t a c h e d  v e r s i o n .  1 L L 1 —

O u t d s h o o r n  i s  o f t e n  r e g a r d e d  as p o s s e s s i n g  a number  o f  v e r y  f i n e  

V i c t o r i a n  h o u s e s .  T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u e  i n  e s s e n c e ,  b u t  m o s t  

i f  n o t  a l l  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  a r e  a c t u a l l y  E d w a r d i a n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

i t  c a n  be  s a i d  t h a t  w h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  h e r e  wa s  a f i n a l  f l o w e r i n g  

o f  t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  v i l l a  i n  a l l  i t s  o r n a t e  g l o r y .  Two t y p i c a l  ikL_̂ _L
t  i r r e t e d  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a s  a r e  shown r e p l e t e  w i t h  a l l  t h e i r  c a s t -  

i r o n  f i n e r y .

L a s t l y  t o  show how o v e r w h e l m i n g  was  t h e  f a s h i o n  f o r  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

v i l l a ,  i s  a h o u s e  c . 1 9 0 0 ,  f r o m  S t e l l e n b o s c h .

Some o b s e r v a t i o n s  on d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e

When f i r s t  u n d e r t a k i n g  t h i s  s t u d y  i t  was  h o p e d  t h a t  some s o r t  o f  b r o a d  

c o m p a r i s o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o u s e  t y p e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

r e g i o n s  c o u l d  be  u n d e r t a k e n  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  

o f  k n o w l e d g e  p r e c l u d e s  t h i s  i n  a ny  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  Much r e m a i n s  

t o  b e  d o n e  i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some r e m ar ks  a r e  i n  o r d e r .

As n o t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  t h e  r e a l  v e r a n d a h  h o u s e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  b u n g a l o w  

f o r m w i t h  a v e r a n d a h  a r o u n d  t h r e e  o f  f o u r  s i d e s , was  r a r e  i n  t h e  

W e s t e r n  C a p e .  T h e r e  was  some i n c l i n a t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h i s  t y p e  i n  

e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  t i m e s  a s  w i t n e s s  W o o d v i l l e .  T h i s  was  p o s s i b l e  an i n ­

d i g e n o u s  A n g l o - I n d i a n  i n f l u e n c e .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  

t h e r e  w e r e , a s  f a r  a s  c a n  be a s c e r t a i n e d  n o n e  i n  Cane Town,  two i n  

S r a k  R i v e r ,  and p o s s i b l y  a f e w  a t  O u d t s h o o r n .  T h e r e  wa s  a d i s t i n c t  

f l o w e r i n g  o f  a s p e c i f i c  t y p e  o f  v e r a n d a h  h o u s e  i n  t h e  s m a l 1 towns  

a f t e r  t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  w a r ,  L a i n g s b u r g  f o r  e x a m p l e  h a s  a numbe r.

O u d t s h o o r n  ha. '  p r o b a b l y  t h e  f i n e s t  o f  t h e s e .  O t h e r w i s e  t h e  / e r a n d a h  

h o u s e  i n  V i c t c r i a n  t i m e s  i s  more  d i s t i n c t i v e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  N a t a l ( 5 7 ) . The Cape had no  s p l e n d e d  h o u s e s  l i k e



3 2 8 .

T r e v e a n , D u r b a n , o r  Sar S o u c i  . P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g ^ 0 ' .  I t  wo u l d  

a l s o  s e em  t h a t  t h e  same i s  a l s o  t r u e  t o  some e x t e n t  o f  t h e  T r a n s v a a l  

w h i c h  a l s o  p o s s e s s e d  a number o f  f i n e  v e r a n d a h  h o u s e s .  The r e a s o n  

f o r  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  m o s t  o b v i o u s l y  c l i m a t i c ,  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  

w as  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  f i n a l  a r b i t r a t e r ,  a s  w i t n e s s  t h e  e a r l i e r  

v e r a n d a h  h o u s e s  a t  W yn o e r g .  O t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  was t h e  

g e n e r a l  t i g h t e r  ur ba n  d e v e l o p m e n t  Cape Town,  t h e  s m a l l e r  

s u b u r b a n  s i t e s  n o t  a l l o w i n g  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

in  t h e  same way a s  t h e  more d i s p e r s e d  l a y o u t s  i n  N a t a l . For  

t h e  l a r g e r  v i l l a s  t h e  e x t e n s i v e ,  a l l  e n v e l o p i n g  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

t e n d e d  t o  make f o r  a s i m p l e  f o r m w h i c h  was  a t  o d d s  w i t h  t h e  

d e s i r e  f o r  i r r e g u l a r i t y  a nd  d i s p l a y  w h i c h  we h a v e  s e e n  c h a r a c ­

t e r i z e d  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  h o u s e s .  A l t h o u g h  much h a s  b e e n  made o f  t h e  

a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  a s  b e i n g  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s y mme try  

was  n o t  c o m p l e t e l y  d i s c a r d e d  an d t h e r e  d i d  e x i s t  many e x a m p l e s  

o f  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  d e s i g n e d  f r o n t  f a c a d e s .  But  s y m m e t r y  was  

g e n e r a l l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e s e  f a c a d e s  o n l y .

A t  i t s  h u m b l e s t  l e v e l  t h e r e  a l s o  e v o l v e d  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  v e r n a c u l a r

h o u s e .  T h i s ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  s h o w n , w a s  t h e  b a s i c ,  f o u r  roomed h o u s e .

I t  h a s  a d i s t i n c t i v e  s e c t i o n  w h i c h , i n  i t s  f i n a l  f o r m ,  h as  

a f r o n t  ' e a n - t o  v e r a n d a h , a m ai n  d o u h i p  p i t c h e d  r o o f  c o v e r i n g  

t h e  f r o n t  rooms w i t h  a l e a n - t o  c o v e r i n g  t h e  r e a r  r a n g e , t h e  d e r ­

i v a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s i n g l e  p i l e  n o r t h - E u r o p e a n  c o t t a g e  i s  f a i r l y  

o b v i o u s  a nd i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  gr ow f r om  t h e  b a s i c  two rooms i n t o  a 

r e a s o n a b l y  c o n v e n i e n t  h o u s e  f o rm  e n s u r e d  i t s  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e .

I t s  e v o l u t i o n  was n o t  c o n f i  ne d  t o  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  S o u t h

A f r i c a ^ " '  a n d  t h e  c h i e f  r e g i o n a l  v a r i a t i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  be  i n  t h e  

u s e  o f  m a t e r i a l s .  In t h e  W e s t e r n  C a p e ,  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  was commonl y  

u s e d  f o r  t h e  r o o f i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  t h e  l e a n - t o  b u t  i t  was  - e l d o m  

e v e r  u s e d  f o r  t h e  h o u s e , w h e r e a s  i n  t h e  T r a n s v a a l , t i m b e r  f r a me d  

an d c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  c l a d  h o u s e s  w e r e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y  f r om  

t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  o n .  By t h i s  t i m e  t h e  f u l l ,  f o u r  r o o m e d ,  v e r a n d a h  h o u s e  

h ad  be c ome  t h e  norm®'J ^ . In t h i s  i t  was r e s p o n d i n g  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  t he m and o f  c o u r s e  t h e  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o ' ,  o r  l a c k  o r  m a t e r i a l s .  O t h e r w i s e , t h i s  h o u s e  for m  

c a n  be  s e e n  i n  f a c e b r i c k  a s  i n  P i e t e r m a r i t z b u r g ,  i n  s t o n e  and  

i n  p l a s t e r  and b r i c k  e l s e w h e r e , e a c h  v a r i a t i o n  g i v i n g  i t  a d i s t i n c t  

c h a r a c t e r .
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN -  GARDENS

'IN THE PERIOD OF VHAT, ON THE ANALOGY OF "HIGH FARMING" CAN FAIRLY 

BE CALLED "HIGH GARDENING", WHICH BEGAN ABOUT THE MIDDLE OF THE 

NINETEENTH CENTURY? THE SCIENCE OF HORTICULTURE WAS GREATLY 

ADVANCED -  AND THE MANY GARDEN STYLES OF THE FAST WERE COMBINED IN 
VARIOUS, MOSTLY UNSUCCESSFUL SYTHESES, UNTIL, AT LAST, WHAT I  HAVE 

CALLED CHE PARADISE GAI.DEN EMERGED AS THE DOMINANT FORM1 IJ

T h i s  r e v i e w  o f  g a r d e n s  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  g i v e  some i d e a  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  

i n t o  w h i c h  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  was  p l a c e d  and p e r h a p s  a l s o  t o  g i v e  

an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  g a r d e n  t a s t e .  A l s o  i n c l u d e d  i s  a 

s h o r t  n o t e  on t h e  p u b l i c  p a r k s .

The B o t a n i c a l  G a rd e n s  w e r e  s t a r t e d  i n  1 3 4 8  when a Bo a rd  o f  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  was  a p p o i n t e d  t o  s u p e r i n t e n d  t h e  l a y o u t  and m a i n t e n ­

a n c e  o f  t h e  w n o l e  o f  t h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  o f  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  G s r d e n s  w i t h  

a v i e w  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a p u o l i c  B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n ^ .  D u r i n g  

t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d ,  work p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h i s  e n d .  The i l l u s t r a t i o n  I L L. 4 0 3  

shown i s  o f  t h e  l a y o u t  c .  1 8 6 2 1'" . I t  w i l l  be  o e e n  t h a t  t h e  c u l t i v ­

a t e d  s e c t i o n  s t r e t c h e d  up a s  f a r  a s  P e r t h  S t r e e t  o r  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

w h e r e  t h e  a x i s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  c r o s s e s  t h e  G a r d e n .  As 

o r i g i n a l l y  l a i d  o u t ,  t h e  Garden s t a r t e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  b e h i n d  o l d

i n  a b a t t e r e d  f orm i n  t h e  n o r t h - w e s t  c o r n e r . The c o n s e r v a t o r i e s  

h a v e  g o n e  b u t ,  i n  a B o w l e r  s k e t c h ,  o n e  w h i c h  was  i n  a w h i m s i c a l  

G o t h i c  c a n  b e  s e e n .  In 1 8 5 6 ,  t h e  l a r g e  f o u n t a i n  on t h e  c e n t r a l  

w a l k w a y  was  c o n s t r u c t e d .  T^e c e n t r e  p i e c e  s u r v i v e s .  Amongst  o t h e r  

o t h e r  e a r l y  ' f u r n i t u r e '  was t h e  s t a t u e  o f  S i r  G e o r g e  Gra y e r e c t e d  

i n  1 2 6 4 .

he  l a y o u t ,  w i t h  i t s  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f o r m a l  a x i '  and w i n d i n g  p a t h s ,

S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C a t h e d r a l ,  b u t  t h i s  l o w e r  p o r t i o n  was  e x p r o p r i a t e d  f o r  

t h e  S . A .  L i b r a r y  and Museum B u i l d i n g  i n  1 8 5 7 .  A s o u r  n o t e  i n  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s  a n n ua l  r e p o r t  o f  t h a t  y e a r  r e c o r d s  t h i s ^ 4 - . The

c e n t r a l  w a l k w a y  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a l e g a c y  o f  t h e  o l d  v e g e t a b l e  

g a r d e n s ,  i f  e a r l y  maps o f  t h e  a r e a  a r e  a c c u r a t e ^ .  The o n l y

p u b l i c  e n t r a n c e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  was  t h e  o n e  o p p o s i t e  G o v e r n m e n t  H ouse  

a t  w h i c h  a p o r + a r  was s t a t i o n e d ^  . Som ewh er e  p r i o r  t o  1 8 5 5 ,  t h e  

g a r d e n s  had a c q u i r e d  a c o m m i t t e e  h o u s e  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n s e r v a t o r i e s .

The c o m m i t t e e  h o u s e ,  w h i c h  o r i g i n a l l y  had G o t h i c  t o u c h e s ^ ,  s u r v i v e s
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i s  t y p i c a l l y  early Victor ian in concept ion.  I t  seems that  t h i s  

layout  was mostly the work o f  one,  Thos. Draper, the gardener,  who 

had prev iou s ly  been employed by Baron van Ludwig'

The Gardens proved very popular , one o f  the a t t r a c t i o n s  in the 

1850's being the performance oy a m i l i t a r y  band every Wednesday 
a f t e r n o o n ^ ) .  Despi te  i t s  po pu lar i ty ,  i t  should be noted that  the  

aims o f  the garden were not c h i e f l y  recreat ional  but s c i e n t i f i c  
and educ at ion al .  Dr. Pape, one of  the Tru stees ,  ou t l in ed t h i s  in 

1855 when he s tate d  that  'A g a r d e n  w i t h o u t  an  e d u c a te d  an d  

e x p e r i e n c e d  b o t a n i s t  h as no c la im  to  b e  c a l l e d  b o t a n i c a l  an d  car. 

be o f  l i t t l e  s e w i c e  t o  s c i e n c e  and th e  p u b l i c '  . He was a l so  
scathing  of  the then s t a t e  o f  the garden, claiming tha t  i t  was 

c h i e f l y  * place of  recrea t ion  or amusement.

I t s  fur the r  development i s  not appropriate here as only i t s  o r i g ­

inal mid-nineteenth century form is  re le vant .

De Waal Park i s  the only other large publ ic  garden developed in 
Cape Town during the Victor ian period.  O rig in al ly  part of  the land 

acquired by the munic i pal i ty  for  the bui ld ing  of  the Molteno 

Reservoir ,  i t  was la i d  out as a municipal park in the mid-1890's.

A short  h i s tor y  o f  th i s  development fo l lo ws  1

The idea o f  opening the park to the publ ic  was f i r s t  proposed in 

1894 and in June 1895 i s  rece ived i t s  present  name in honour of  
F.De Waal, a prominant c i t i z e n .  The layout  was devised by the City 

Engineer and was submitted by him in a report of  September 1895,  

but the records are obscure.  Over the next few y e a r s ,  wor.< pro­
ceeded on the development o f  the park. Paths were put down and 

young t r e e s  planted in 1894. The approach road was a l so  improved 
that  year .  In 1897, new w a l l s  were l a i d  out .  An old fountain was 

brought out o f  s t ore  and re -erec ted  in the park in l a t e  1898, while  
ye t  more walks were la id  out ,  th is  time in the upper port ion.  The 
trees  were a ls o  thinned out and in the fo l lowing year a va r ie ty  of  

them were planted along the paths.  The furnishing  o f  the park was 
completed in the ear ly  years of  t h i s  century by the construct ion

of a bandstand.

In i t s  o r i g i n a l  l a y o u t ,  t h e  pa rk  was domina ted by a c e n t r a l  p o i n t ,  

a c i r c u l a r  p i e c e  o f  lawn c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  f o u n t a i n .  From h er e  the

ILL. 404

ILL.404A
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t wo m a j o r  w a . * a y s  r an a t  r i g h t  a n g l e s  t o  m e e t  o t h e r  o n e s  t h a t  r an  

a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  t r a p e z i o d a  1 s i t e .  Ai i t n e s e  w a . !<s we re  

l i n e d  w i t h  t r e e s .  From t h e s e  w a l k s  s m a l l  p a t h s  m e a n d e r e d  i n t o  t h e  

b l o c k s  o f  l a w n s  and s k i r t e d  a r o u n d  e l l i p t i c a l  o r  round c e n t r e  

p i e c e s .  The b a n d s t a n d  i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  s m a l l  r o u n d e l  i n  t h e  

u p p e r  r i g h t  hand b l o c k .  The now m a t u r e  v e g e t a t i o n  t e n d s  t o  

d i s g u i s e  t h e  f o r m e r  l a y o u t  o f  t h e  p a r k .

O u t s i d e  Cape  Town,  a number o f  t o w n s  a l s o  a c q u i r e d  t h e i r  p u b l i c  

g a r d e n s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  Formal  l a y o u t s  w e r e  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  d ay  

w h i l e  t h e  t wo  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i t e m s  o f  f u r n i t u r e  w e r e  t h e  b a n d s t a n d  

and f o u n t a i n ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  u s u a l l y  o f  c a s t - i r o n .  The  p h o t o  

g r a p h  o f  t h e  G a r d e n s  a t  P a a r l , c . 1 9 1 0  s h o w s  t h i s  l a y o u t  t o  p e r ­

f e c t i o n .

T u r n i n g  f r o m p a r k s  t o  p u b l i c  g a r d e n s ,  t h a t  c f  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

H o t e l  i s  w o r t h y  o f  n o t e .  I t  was a v e r y  f a s h i o n a b l e  s p o t  a t  t h e  

t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  The c e n t r e  p i e c e  o f  t h i s  l a y o u t  w as  a l a r g e ,  

o c t a g o n a l  b a n d s t a n d  p r i n c i p a l l y  o f  c a s t  i r o n  b u t  w i t h  b o t h  w r o u g h t  

i r o n  and w o o d e n  f r e t w o r k  e m b e l l i s h m e n t s .  The  b a n d s t a n d  was t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s e t  p i e c e  f o r  t h a t  c o n t i n u a l l y  p o p u l a r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  

f a s h i o n  f o r  o u t d o o r  m i l i t a r y  band p e r f o r m a n c e s  w h i c h  we n o t e d  

e a r l i e r .  A s i m i l a r  s t r u c t u r e  was  a l s o  e r e c t e d  i n  t h e  B o t a n i c a l  

G a r d e n s  i n  1 8 9 2 .

The g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  Mount  N e l s o n ,  home o f  t h e  Hami1 t o n - R o s s  f a m i l y ,  

w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  be t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

v i l l a .  F o r t u n a t e l y  b o t h  t h e  p l a n ,  n o t  v e r y  d e t a i l e d  b u t  r e a s o n a b l y  

a c c u r a t e ,  a nd  a v i e w ,  a s k e t c h  by B o w l e r ,  s u r v i v e .  A g o o d  i d e a  o f  

t h e  l a y o u t  c a n  t h e r e f o r e  b e  h a d , e s p e c i a l l y  a s  b o t h  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  

c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  t h e  p l a n  o f  1 86 2  and t n e  s k e t c h  o f  1 86 5  ' .  ' h e

h o u s e ,  w h i c h  i s  p r e - V i c t o r i a n ,  was s e t  h a l f - w a y  uo i t s  p l o t  and o f f ­

s e t  t o  o n e  s i d e .  I t  was  a p p r o a c h e d  up an i r r e g u l a r  c u r v e d  d r i v e w a y  

w h i c h  l e d  i n t o  an e l l i p t i c a l  r o u n d a b o u t .  From h e r e ,  a s  c a n  be  s e e n  

f r o m  t h e  v i e w ,  t h e  a p p r o a c h  was  v i a  t wo  s h o r t  f l i g h t s  o f  s t e p s  

s e p a r a t e d  by  t e r r a c e s .  T h e s e  s t e p s  w e r e  b r a c k e t e d  w i t h  l a r g e  u r n s .  

On t h e  t e r r a c e  was a f o u n t a i n  and s t a t u a r y .  E v e r y t h i n g  s e e m s  c a l ­

c u l a t e d  t o  e c h o  L o u d o n ' s  w o r k s :  'We aonsider the a rch itec tu ra l
accompaniments c f  terrace 'jaZlSj gateways, alcoves, stone sea ts , 
s te v s , ped esta ls , urns and other mural and sculptural, ornament

ILL. 4 0 5

ILL. 4 0 6

ILL . 4 0 7



e sssn c iu Z Z 'y  r e q u i s i t e '^ '  ' P l a n t i n g  i i t  t h i s  a r e a  s e e m s  t o  ha v e  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  l a w n s  and o r n a m e n t a l  t r e e s  i r r e g u l a r l y  p l a c e d .  The 

w h o l e  e f f e c t ,  a l t h o u g h  i n d u s t r i o u s l y  l o c a l i s e d ,  i s  o n e  o f  c o n s i d e r ­

a b l e  c har m;  t h i s  was  v e r y  o b v i o u s l y  a p l e a s u r e  g a r d e n ,  t h e  a r e a  

a t  t h e  b ac k  o f  t h e  h o u s e  w o u l d  s e e m t o  h a v e  b e e n  a l a r g e  k i t c h e n  

g a r d e n .  The  D e a n e r y ,  a l s o  d e m o l i s h e d ,  was a n e a r  n e i g h b o u r  i n  

O r a n g e  S t r e e t  o n l y  a b o u t  a q u a r t e r  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  g r a n d e r  Mount  

N e l s o n .  I t  was  a l s o  d e v e l o p e d  a s  a p l e a s u r e  g a r d e n .  Somewnat  

s m a l l e r  i n  l a y o u t ,  a map o f  1 8 6 2 ^ ' 4 ' s h o w s  an a x i a l  d r i v e w a y  r e t u r n ­

i n g  a r o u n d  a f o u n t a i n .  T h i s  was  a f e a t u r e  much i n  v o g u e  i n  Cape  

Town f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  a nd p e r s i s t i n g  u n t i l  a b o u t  1 8 8 0 .

The g a r d e n  o f  B e rt am P l a c e ,  r e p r e s e n t s  a r e a s o n a b l e  t y p i c a l  l a y o u t  

o f  a l a r g e r  t own v i l l a  o f  t h e  m i d - 1 8 8 0 ' s .  An o d d i t y  i s  t h e  p l a c i n g  

o f  t h e  h o u s e  r i g h t  up a g a i n s t  t h e  o n e  c o r n e r  o f  i t s  p l o t ,  b u t  t h i s  

s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c a u s e d  by  u s i n g  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h o u s e ,  B e r t r a m  

c o t t a g e , a s  t h e  s e r v i c e  w i n g  f o r  t h e  new h o u s e ^ ^ . The l a r g e r  

h o u s e  wa s  s e t  up upon a s l i g h t  po di um and was  a p p r o a c h e d  o b l i q u e l y  

by a c e n t r a l  d r i v e w a y  w h i c h  a r r i v e d  i n  a g r a v e l l e d  f o r e c o u r t .  The  

r e s t  o f  t h e  l a y o u t  had a number o f  p a t h s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  o f  

t h e  s i t e  l i n k i n g  t o g e t h e r  w h a t  s e e m t o  h a v e  b e e n  s h e d s  o r  g a r d e n s .

L a r g e  l a w n s  d o m i n a t e  t h e  p l a n t i n g  w i t h  s c a t t e r e d  t r e e s  o r  s h r u b s .

On e a c h  b o u n d a r y  t h e r e  was  a s c r e e n  o f  t r e e s .  A s m a l l  w a l l e d  s e r v i c e  

c o u r t  was  t u c k e d  away i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  s i t e .

V i l l a  M a r i n a  w as  r e - b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  an d t h e r e  i s  r e a s o n  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t n e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  c h o s e n  g i v e s  an a c c u r a t e  and d e ­

t a i l e d  i d e a  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  S e a  P o i n t  v i l l a s  g a r d e n  l a y o u t .  What i s  

r e m a r k a b l e  i s  t h e  l a r g e  s i t e , s t r e t c h i n g  a s  i t  d i d  b e t w e e n  b e a c h  and  

ma in  r o a d s .  A h i g h  w a l l  e n c l o s e d  t h e  w h o l e  s i t e  w h i c h  w as  d i v i d e d  

r o u g h l y  i n t o  h a l v e s .  The f r o n t  p o r t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  t h e  h o u s e ,  s u r ­

r o u n d e d  by t h e  p l e a s u r e  g a r d e n .  T h i s  had a f o r m a l  e n t r a n c e  on Be ach  

Road f r o m  w h i c h  t h e  d r i v e w a y  l e d  up t o  t h e  h o u s e , r u n n i n g  a r o u n d  a 

l a r g e  a x i a l  f o u n t a i n  s e t  i n  a p a r t e r r e .  T h i s ,  a s  p r e v i o u s l y  o b s e r v e d ,  

was a common f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  t i m e .  An o f f s h o o t  l e d  i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e  

c o u r t .  B e s i d e s  t h e  f o u n t a i n ,  t h e  g a r d e n  c o n t a i n e d  s t r a i g h t  g r a v e l l e d  

w a l k s ,  p e r i p h e r a l  p a t h s  and p a t c h e s  o f  l a w n .  The l a r g e  b r i d g e  and  

f l a g s t a f f  was  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  Sea P o i n t  Be ach  p r o p e r t i e s ' 16 . A s m a l l  

o b e l i s k  o r  f o u n t a i n  was t h e  o t h e r  man-made o b j e c t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A



s i d e  e n t r a n c e  w h i c h  l e d  up t h e  b a c k  c o u r t y a r d  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  f r o n t  

l a y o u t .  B e h i n d  t h e  d i v i d i n g  w a l l  t h e r e  was  a t e n n i s  c o u r t ,  w h i l s t  

t n e  r e s t  o f  t h i s  a r e a  was g i v e n  o v e r  t o  an  e x t e n s i v e  k i t c h e n  g a r d e n  

l a i d  o u t  v e r y  f o r m a l l y  i n  r e c t a n g l e s  d i v i d e d  by p a t h s .  T h i s  r e m i n d s  

o n e  how much p r o d u c e  was  s t i l l  h o m e - g r o w n .

Tne t wo  n o u s e s  i n  Hof  S t r e e t  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  i n  p l a n  and

v e r y  s i m i l a r  i n  g a r d e n  l a y o u t .  They  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  e a r l y

1 8 8 0 ' s  a nd g i v e  a g o o d  i d e a  o f  two medium s i z e d  s u b u r b a n  v i l l a s  v i l l a s

w i t h  a s t i l l  s i z e a b l e  p l o t  o f  g r o u n d .  L i k e  t h e  V i l l a  M a r i n a ,  t h e y

a r e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a f r o n t  and b a c k  g a r d e n .  The f r o n t  g a r d e n ,  a l t h o u g h

much s m a l l e r  i s  s t i l l  t h e  p l e a s u r e  g a r d e n ,  b e i n g  p l a n t e d  w i t h  s h r u b s

and t r e e s  b u t  i t  i s  t o o  s m a l l  f o r  a n y  d r i v e w a y ,  b e i n g  a p p r o a c h e d

a x i a l l y  by a p a t h .  The b ac k  a r e a  was  a g a i n  t h e  k i t c h e n  g a r d e n  w i t h

s t a l l s  a nd s t a b l e s ;  f o r  b o t h  t h e r e  i s  a s i d e  o r  s e r v i c e  e n t r a n c e .

The w h o l e  p r o p e r t y  i s  s u r r o u n d e d  by t h e  u b i q u i t o u s  w a l l ,  much l o w e r  
i n  f r o n t .

T u r n i n g  f rom t h e  d e t a c h e d  h o u s e  t o  t e r r a c e  h o u s i n g .  A v e n u e  T e r r a c e  

had l a r g e  f r o n t  g a r d e n s ,  a r a r e  f e a t u r e  i n  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s o r t  

S u r r o u n d e d  by  h e a v y  and e l a o o r a t e  b o u n d a r y  w a l l s ,  a c e n t r a l  p a t h w a y  

d i v i d e d  t h e  l a w n s .  T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  a number  o f  i r r e g u l a r l y  p l a n t e d  

t r e e s .  S e r v i c e  was  v i a  a b a c k  l a n e  i n t o  an e n c l o s e d  y a r d .

The t e r r a c e  i n  H a t f i e l d  S t r e e t  a l s o  d a t e s  f r o m t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s  and  

a l t h o u g h  t n e  i n t e r n a l  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  i s  q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l ' 1 7 ^,  t h i s  

t e r r a c e  w i t h  i t s  n om i n a l  f r o n t  g a r d e n s ,  a b o u t  2 0 '  ( 6m)  d e e p  i s  2 

f o r e r u n n e r  o '  t h e  t e r r a c e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s w i t h  e v e n  mo re  m i n i m a l  

g a r d e 1" ! ,  ' s  e l s e w h e r e ,  l a r g e  b o u n d a r y  w a l l s  and p i e r s  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n t o  t h e  g a r d e n  w h i c h ,  h e r e ,  was  o n l y  b i v  

e n o u g h  f o r  s h r u b s  o r  a s i n g l e  t r e e .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  h i g h  p r i c e  o f  l a n d  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  f o r c e d  e v e n  

r e l a t i v e . y  l a r g e  h o u s e s  o n t o  v e r y  s m a l l  p l o t s  w i t h  t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  

l a c k  o f  a n y  r e a l  g a r d e n .  T h i s  was  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  t h e  i n n e r  Cape  

Town s u b u r b s .  S t r u a n  H ouse  and i t s  n e i g h b o u r  a r e  b o t h  t y p i c a l  o f  

t n i s .  S t r u a n  Ho use  was a p p r o a c h e d  a x i a l l y  f r o m a c o r n e r  o f  i t s  

t r i a n g u l a r ,  w a l l e d  s i t e  and t h e  h o u s e ,  w h i c h  was  s e t  up on i t s  p o d i u m ,  

was e n c i r c l e d  by  a p a t h .  The s e r v i c e  a r e a  was  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  b ac k  o f  

t h e  h o u s e  and was  w a l l e d ,  b u t  h e r e  t h e r e  was  no s p a c e  a t  a l l  f o r  a
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k i t c h e n  g a r d e n .  The f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  o dd p o r t i o n  b e h i n d  t h e  n e i g h ­

b o u r i n g  h o u s e  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  P l a n t i n g  i n  t h e  g a r d e n  wa s  c o n f i n e d  

t o  s h r u b s  b u t  a s c r e e n  o f  t r e e s  a p p e a r s  ‘■.o h a v e  b e e n  p l a n t e d  a l o n g  

t n e  u p p e r  O r a n g e  S t r e e t  b o u n d a r y .
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN MATERIALS AND DETAILS 

A t t i t u d e  T owa rds  M a t e r i a l s :

Much was  w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  u s e  a nd a b u s e  o f  m a t e r i a l s  ay  a r c h i t e c t ­

u r a l  t h e o r i s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  P u g i n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  

f i r s t  p o p u l a r  w r i t e r  t o  a p p l y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m o r a l i t y  t o  

a r c h i t e c t u r e .  One o f  t h e s e  was a demand f o r  t h e  ' h o n e s t '  u s e  o f  

m a t e r i a l s .  T h i s  h o n e s t y  e n t a i l e d  n o t  d i s g u i s i n g  o n e  m a t e r i a l  as  

a n o t h e r  o r  u s i n g  i t  i n  a n y  f or m a s  a s u b s t i t u t e ' . R u s k i n  d e ­

v e l o p e d  t h i s  t h e m e  f u r t h e r  i n  ' The  S e v e n  Lamps o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e '

( 1 8 4 9 ) .  The Lamp o f  T r u t h  o u t l i n e s  t h e s e  d e c e i t s  a s  s t r u c t u r a l ,  

s u r f a c e  a nd  o p e r a t i v e .  A s t r u c t u r a l  d e c e i t  i s  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  i f  a 

mode o f  s t r u c t u r e  o r  s u p p o r t  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  t r u e  o n e ;  w h i l e  a 

s u r f a c e  d e c e i t  i s  t h e  p a i n t i n g  o f  s u r f a c e s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  some o t h e r  

m a t e r i a l  t h a n  t h a t  o f  w h i c h  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  c o n s i s t .  T i e  o p e r a t i v e  

d e c e i t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  c a s t  o r  m a c h i n e - m a d e  o r n a m e n t s  , f  a n y  k i n d ^ .

Many o t h e r  s o u r c e s  c o u l d  be  q u o t e d  t o  show t h i s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  m a t e r i a l s ,  b u t  i t  i s  p e r h a p s  more  f i t t i n g  t o  e n d  w i t h  

s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  i s  m o ”e t y p i c a l .  T h i s  q u o t a t i o n  r u n s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

'Everyone read ily  admits tha t the m erit o f  bu ild ings i s  g rea tly  
enhanced by th e ir  being constructed w ith genuine and permanent 
m ateria ls  -  people want to have th ings appear c o s tly , buv to come 
cheap, and in  order to g r a ti fy  th e ir  ura ^asonable numours, several- 
ingenious persons have se t th e ir  w its  to Wl k, and invented a varie ty  
o f  a r t i f i c a l  substances a id  compounds and sot z as su b stv tu tes  fo r  
natural m ateria ls; and some o f  them im ita te  am so p e r fe c tly  as 
to be equally b e a u tifu l in  appearance '^  .

A l i t t l e  known a s p e c t  o f  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  t h e  a t t e m p t ,  

made l a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t o  come t o  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  ur ba n  e n v i r o n ­

m ent  a nd  i t s  i n d u s t r i a l  a t m o s p h e r e  by u s i n g  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h  har d  

g , a z e d  s u r f a c e s  i n  t h e i r  b u i l d i n g s ^ ' .

H o w e v e r , a l t h o u g h  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  and a t t i t u d e s  u n d o u b t e d l y  s h a p e d  

t h e  way i n  w h i c h  t h e  l e a d i n g  a r c h i t e c t s  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  u s e  o f  b u i l d -  

m a t e r i a l s  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  o f  v h i s  h a v i n g  

much e f f e c t  on t h e  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  C a p e , e x c e p t  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

g r o u n d s w e l 1 o f  V i c t o r i a n  c u l t u r e .  The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  a r e  n o t  

h a rd  t o  f i n d ,  f o r  b e f o r e  t h e  1 8 8 0 1s , t h e  Cape was  a s m a l l ,  p o o r
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c o l o n y  w i t h  no c o r e  o f  w e l l - e s t a b l i s h e d  a r c h i t e c t s ^ ' .  The s i n g l e  

e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  was  t h e  c h u r c h e s  b u i l t  by and u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  S o p h y  G ra y .  F o r  c o n v e n i e n c e ,  t h e s e  w e r e  d e a l t  w i t h  e a r l i e r 1"" .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  no l o c a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  

o p i n i o n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  on m a t e r i a l s ,  we c a n  i n f e r  f a i r l y  e a s i l y  f rom  

t h e  b u i l d i n g s  e r e c t e d  w h a t  t h e s e  a t t i t u d e s  w e r e .  A l t h o u g h  f a s h i o i s  

c h a n g e d ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a n s  had a r a n k i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  m a t e r i a l s .  F i r s t  

and f o r e m o s t ,  s t o n e  was  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  o e  t h e  m o s t  d e s i r a b l e  m a t e r i a l , 

r e t a i n i n g  i t s  p r e s t i g e  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  E d w a r d i a n  e r a .  Whe ne ve r  

s u f f i c i e n t  f u n d s  p e r m i t t e d  i t ,  i t  was u s e d  on a l l  m a j o r  p " b l i c  b u i l d -  

i n g s ' 9 ^and on t h e  l a r g e r  c o m m e r c i a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a s  w e l l .  V e ry  

r a r e l y  w as  i t  u s e d  on h o u s e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  e v e n  t h i s  was  n o t  

o f t e n  d o n e  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 9 0 ‘ s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  l a t e  a s  1 8 8 4  e v ^ n  t h e  

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  had t o  make do w i t h  a g r a n i t e  b a s e  and a f a c e -  

b r i c k  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e .  The r e a s o n  f o r  f h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  was  t h e  l a c k  

o f  an e a s i l y  w o r ke d  l o c a l  f r e e  s t o n e .

F o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  b u i l d i n g  p r i o r  t o  1 8 9 0 ,  b o t h  c o m m e r c i a l  a nd d o m e s t i c ,  

p l a s t e r e d  b r i c k w o r l  w as  u s e d  a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  m a s o n r y ,  i h e  

c h e a p n e s s  o f  t h i s  me th o d a l l o w e d  a t  l e a s t  a s u p e r f i c i a l  a t t e m p t  a t  

f a s h i o n  a t  a f r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  s t o n e .  T h i s  s u b s t i t u t i o n  was  

n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  Cape h o w e v e r ;  ' c om p o'  f r o n t s  w e r e  a l s o  w i d e l y  

u s e d  i n  B r i t a i n  f o r  t h e  same p u r p o s e 1 1 0 ' .  The  l a c k  o f  a g o o d  l o c a l  

f a c e b r i c k  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  p r o b l e m s .  P r i o r  t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d ,  

E n g l i s h  f a c e b r i c k s  had t o  be  i m p o r t e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e 1 , and t h i s  

c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  a t  g r e a t  e x p e n s e .  N o t  a l l  

f a c e b r i c k  u s e d ,  t h o u g h ,  was  i m p o r t e d  a nd e x a m p l e s  o f  l o c a l  f a c e b r i c k  

s u c h  a s  t h e  o l d  S . A .  C o l l e g e  L a b o r a t o r y  ( 1 8 8 0 )  c a n  b e  g i v e n ,  b u t  

t h e s e  b r i c k s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a s  e x p e n s i v e  a s  t h e  i m p o r t e d  a r t i c l e .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ‘ s ,  t h e  f a s h i o n  f o r  u s i n g  r e d  f a c e b r i c k  w i t h  s t o n e  

d r e s s i n g ^ ^  s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  demand f o r  l o c a l  f a c e b r i c k s ,  w h i c h  

g r a d u a l l y  became mor e  f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e .  As u s u a l ,  c n e a p e r  s u b ­

s t i t u t e s  w e r e  a l s o  u s e d ;  o n e  m e t h o d was  t o  u s e  f a c e b r i c k  w i t h  c e m e n t  

d r e s s i n g s  i n  l i e u  o f  s t o n e ,  and a n o t h e r  was  t h e  u s e  o f  an i n g e n i o u s  

i m i t a t i o n  f a c e b r i c k  p l a s t e r ' 1 3 y .

The l o c a l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  v a r i o u s  m a c h i n e - m a d e  o b j e c t s  o f  

u t i l i t y  and o r n a m e n t  t h a t  p o u r e d  f o r t h  f r o m t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d



n a t i o n s  o f ,  f i r s t l y ,  E u r o p e  a n d ,  l a t t e r l y .  N o r t h  A m e r i c a ,  was o n e  

o f  v i r t u a l l y  u n r e s e r v e d  a c c e p t a n c e .  P a p e r  ma c he  o r n a m e n t s ,  c a s t -  

i r o n  f i r e p l a c e s  w i t h  t h e i r  m a r b l e  s u r r o u n d s ,  d e c o r a t i v e  c a s t - i r o n  

c o l u m n s  a nd  b r a c k e t s  and p r e s s e d  m e t a l  c e i l i n g s ,  a l l  t h e s e  w e r e  

u s e d  w i t h  no a p p a r e n t  q u a l m s ;  i n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  

d e c a d e  o f  t h' '  c e n t u r y  and t h e  o p e n i n g  y e a r s  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  a n y  s i g n s  o f  an ' a r t s  and c r a f t s '  f e e l i n g  f o r  m a t e r i a l s .  

One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s i g n s  o f  t h i s  i s  an a r t i c l e  w r i t t e n  i n  1 88 4  

i n  t h e  S . A .  I l l u s t r a t e d  N e w s ,  w h e r e  t h e  a u t h o r  a c t u a l l y  m e n t i o n s  

W. M o r r i s ^ 1 4 \

A f t e r  t n i s ,  a r c h i t e c t s  s u c h  a s  B a k e r ^ ^ b e g a n ,  i n  some b u i l d i n g s ,  

( s u c h  a s  t h e  R h o d e s  B u i l d i n g )  t o  s ho w mor e  f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  

o f  n a t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s .  O t h e r  a r c h i t e c t s  s u c h  a s  B l a c k ,  ( i n  h i s  

h o u s e s  o f  c .  1 9 0 3 )  a l s o  s ho w t h i s  c h a n g e  o f  d i r e c t i o n ^ ) .

The  c h a r g e  o f  ' j e r r y - b u i l d i n g '  was  o f t e n  b r o u g h t  by  e a r l y  2 0 t h  

c e n t u r y  a r c h i t e c t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  work o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  g e n e r a t i o n 11̂ ,  

and i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  e x a m i n e  t h i s  a l l e g a t i o n  h e r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  w i t h  p o o r  

l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  e x p e n s i v e  i m p o r t e d  i t e m s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

s c a r c e  and t h e r e f o r e  e x p e n s i v e  s k i l l e d  l a b o u r ,  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  

b u i l d i n g  was  , o t  v e r y  w e l l  b u i l t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  o f  t h e  s p e c u ­

l a t i v e  v a r i e t y .  I t  i s  r e c o r d e d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h a t  i n  1 8 8 4  i t  

was  n o t  uncommon f o r  t h r e e  h o u s e s  t o  f a l l  i n  o n e  d a y  i n  P a p e n d o r p  

( W o o d s t o c k )  d u r i n g  t h e  r a i n y  s e a s o n ^ 1 8 ) .  As t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  

c o n s t r u c t e d  o f  ' g r e e n '  b r i c k s  w i t h  w a l l s  o n e  b r i c k  t h i c k  and w i t h  

1" r o o f  t i m b e r s ,  t h i s  i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g .  Even a s  l a t e  a s  i n  

1 8 8 5  i n  O u d t s h o o r n ,  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  w e t  s e a s o n  c o u l d  w r e c k  h a v o c  

on a number  o f  b u i l d i n g s ^ ' .  Where minimum c o s t  and maximum 

r e t u r n s  a r e  r e q u i r e d ,  a na  a s  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  

b u i l t  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n  t h e n ,  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  m u s t  a p p l y  v e r y  ^ r o a d l y .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  i s  , , icre o r  a s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  and i s  n o t  p a r t i c ­

u l a r l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  V i c t o r i a n s  o r  e v e n  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e m ^2 0 -'. 

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i t  c a n  be  s a f e l y  s a i d  t h a t  boom c o n d i t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

C o l o n i a l  boom c o n d i t i o n s ,  w e r e  n o t  c o n d u c i v e  t o  a g o o d  a v e r a g e  

b u i l d i n g .

As w e l l  a s  t n i s  t h o u g h ,  t h e r e  w e r e  p r o b l e m s  i n h e r e n t  e v e n  i n  t h e  

b e t t e r  c l a s s  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  Cape b u i l d i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c o m p l e x



o n e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  w h i c h  a r e  o f t e n  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  h u r r i  4 i n i t i a l  

d e s i g n .  V e r a n d a h s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  f l i m s i l y  

c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  b a d l y  d e t a i l e d .  M a t e r i a l s  l i k e  c a s t  i r o n  and s o f t  

wood w e r e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  l i t t l e  a p p a r e n t  t h o u g h t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  

h e n c e  t h e i r  s e e n , , n g  i n a b i l i t y  t o  l a s t  more  t h a n  t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  

y e a r s .  In f a i r n e s s ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d  f a c t o r s  o f  

h i g h  m a t e r i a l  and l a b o u r  c o s t s  w o u l d  h a v e  made t h e s e  i t e m s  un­

r e a l  i s t i c a I l y  e x p e n s i v e  i f  t h e y  had b e e n  w e l l  b u i l t .  I t  i s  a l s o  

q u e s t i o n a b l e  w h e t h e r  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  l a s t  v e r y  

l o n g ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e  b e i n g  o n e  o f  t h e  t y p i c a l  p i o n e e r i n g  s o r t  o f  

s a t i s f y i n g  i m m e d i a t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and l e t t i n g  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  f u t u r e  

l o o k  a f t e r  i t s e l f .

D e s p i t e  t h i s ,  t h e  b e s t  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  t i m e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  H o u s e s  

o f  P a r l i a m e n t  o r  t h e  M e t m o o l  tar.  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  a r e  v e r y  w e l l  

d e t a i l e d  and b u i l t ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  w e r e  v e r y  c o s t l y .

L a s t l y ,  i t  s h o u l c  be  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a l l  b u i l d i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o l d e r  

b u i l d i n g s ,  r e q u i r e  c o n s t a n t  m a i n t e n a n c e  a s  a l l  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  mor e  o r  

l e s s  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  w e a t h e r i n g ,  more  s o  i n  t h e  s e v e r e  

c l i m a t e  o f  t h e  Ca p e .

P e r h a p s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  r e m a r k a b l e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  Cape

V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i s  t h e  e co n om y w i t h  w h i c h  i t s  d e c o r a t i v e  

e l e m e n t s  w e r e  u s e d .  T h e s e  a r e  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  f o u n d  o n l y  o n  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  f a c a d e ,  s o m e t i m e s  on t h e  s i d e s  o f  a b u i l d i n g ,  b u t  n e v e r  

on t h e  b a c k .  T h u s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a n y  e l a b o r a t e  b r a c k e t i n g  o f  t h e

e a v e s  w i l l  t u r n  t h e  two f r o n t  c o r n e r s  and s t o p .  T h i s  i s  u n d e r s t a n d ­

a b l e  i n  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  t i m e s  b u t ,  e v e n  d u r i n g  t h e  o p u l e n t  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  

t h i s  e c o n o m y  was  p r a c t i s e d ,  a l t h o u g h  h e r e  an e x c e p t i o n  c a n  be  made  

f o r  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  h o u s e s ^ 1 ' ,  w h e r e  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  wa s  t a k e n  

a r o u n d  o n e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n  a s  w e l l .  The s u r f a c e s  and o p e n i n g s  o f  

t h e  u n i m p o r t a n t  w a l l s  t h o u g h ,  w e r e  l e f t  a s  p l a i n  a s  t h e  p r o v e r b i a l  

p i k e s t a f f .

I t  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  a l m o s t  a l l  t h e  j o i n e r y  

f o r  b u i l d i n g s  wa s  handmade i n  Cape Town,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  

wood w a s  i m p o r t e d ,  b u t  f rom t h i s  d e c a d e  on d o o r s  and w i n d o w s  t a k e  

on a s t a n d a r d i s e d  a i r  and i n  f a c t  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

t h e  c e i l i n g  a nd  f l o o r  b o a r d s ,  s k i r t i n g s  and a r c h i t r a v e s ,  w e r e



(22)
i m p o r t e d  r e a d y  m a d e > u s u a l l y  f r o m N o r t h  A m e r i c a  . 1 1 was  c h e a p e r

t o  buy  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l l y  p r o d u c e d  a r t i c l e s  t . i an  make them w i t h  

s c a r c e  and e x p e n s i v e  l o c a l  l a b o u r .  Thus t h e  r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l  b u i l d ­

i n g s  o f  t h e  l a s t  two d e c a d e s  c o u l d ,  p e r h a p s ,  w i t h o u t  much e x a g g e r ­

a t i o n  be  c a l l e d  c a t a l o g u e  h o u s e s ,  c o m p o s e c  ' h e y  w e r e  ( a r e )  o f  a

m i s c e l l a n e o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  e l e m e n t s  and m a t e  i a l s  f ro m a l l  o v e r  

t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  w o r l d .

R o o f  F o rms:

R o o f s  a r e  o f t e n  t h e  m o s t  r e s t r a i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  d e v e l v p r n e r c  o f  

p l a n  f o r m s .  T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  w h e r e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  l i m i t e d  

and t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l  i s  l o w .  Th. m o s t  o b v i o u s  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a r e a s o n a b l y  t r o u b l e - f r e e ,  w a t e r - s h e d d i n g  

c o v e r  t o  a b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i s  t h e  s i m p l e ,  d o u b l e -  

p i t c h e d  r o o f ,  t h e  s ^ o p e  o f  w h i c h  i s  d i s t a t e d  b y  t h e  t y p e  o f  c o v e  ; ng  

m a t e r i a l .  In more  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  

a l s o  an a e s t h e t i c  f a c t o r  i n v o l v e d .  G e o r g i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  f a v o u r e d  

t h e  w a l l  s u r f a c e  w i t h  t h e  r o o f  b e i n g  a s  u n o b t r u s i v e  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  

w h i l e  t h e  G o t h i c  r e v i v a l  was g r e a t l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  

o f  r o o f  f o r  ,<s.

P r i o r  t o  1 8 7 0 ,  t h e  l o w  d o u b l e  p i t c h e d ,  h i p p e d  r o o f  was t h e  a l m o s t  

u n i v e r s a l  Cape  r o o f  f o - i r / 2 3 ' .  T h i s  f i t t e d  n e a t l y  and e c o n o m i c a l l y  

o v e r  t h e  r e c t a n g u l a r  v i l l a  p l a n  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  I t  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  

u n t i l  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  In l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  a s e r i e s  o f  t h e s e  

r o o f s  w a s  u s e d  t o  c o v e r  t n e  s p a c e  b e l o w .  T h e s e  w e r e  o f t e n  h i d d e n  

by p a r a p e t s  on t h e  i m p o r t a n t  f a c e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  V e r a n d a h s  w e r e  

t r e a t e d  a s  a d d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  t h e y  c l e a r l y  w e r e ,  and r o o f e d  w i t h  

s e p a r a t e  l o w - p i t c h e d  o r  c u r v e d  r o o f s .  Any a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  b a s i c  

r e c t a n g l e  w e r e  c o n t a i n e d  u n de r  s i m i l a r  h i p p e d  w i n g s .  The C o t t a g e  

Orntf i  r o o f  form was a v a r i a n t  o f  t h i s  b u t  had a much s t e e p e r  p i t c h  

b e c a u s e  i t  was t h a t c h e d .  I n t o  t h e  r o o f ,  a number  o f  f o r m e r  w i n d o w s  

w e r e  u s u a l l y  w o r k e d ^ 2 4 '1. As t h e y  d e r i v e d  m a i n l y  f rom t h e  R om a n t i c

t r a d i t i o n ,  t h i s  d o m i n a n t  c r t t a g e - l i k e  r o o f  was  a c c e p t a b l e .  The  

s m a l l e r  v e r a n c u l a r  b u i l d i n g s  had t h e  b a s i c  d o u b l e - p i t c h e d  r o o f  w i t h  

a n y  v a r i e t y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  g a b l e s ,  t h e  Cape Du t c h  

i n f l u e n c e  f a v o u r i n g  a p r o n o u n c e d  e nd  g a b l e  w h i l e  t h e  E n g l i s h  t r a d ­

i t i o n  f a v o u r e d  h i p s  o r  h i p p e d  g a b l e  e n d s 1' 1"3 ' .  The d i s c i p l i n e s  o f  

t h e  r o o f  o n l y  a l l o w e d  t h e  p l a n  t o  g r o w  i n  w i n g s ,  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  T 

and L o r  U s h a u e s .  The H s h a p e  o f  l a r g e r  s u b u r b a n  h o u s e s  p o p u l a r
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i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  and l a s t i n g  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  i s  m o s t  p r o b a b l y  

d e r i v e d  f ro m t h i s  f o r m.

The a d v e n t  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s  a l l o w e d  a l o w  

p i t c h e d  o u t s h u t  t o  be  ad d ed  t o  t h e  r e a r  o f  t h e  s i n g l e  room d e e p  

p l a n  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  s m a l l  h o u s e .  T h i s  e n a b l e d  i t  t o  be come  a 

d o u b l e ,  o r  i n  o t h e r  c a s e s ,  a t r i p l e  p i l e d  p l a n  w i h t o u t  n e c e s s i t a t ­

i n g  a n y  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  r o o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  m e t h o d s .  The  a d d i t i o n  I L L . 3 2 6
o f  t h e  f r o n t  v e r a n d a h ,  d a t i n g  f ro m t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  

e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s m a l l  h o u s e .  T he  l o w  p i t c h e d  I L L . 3 2 9

o u t s h u t  wa s  a d d e d  t o  t h e  h i p  r o o f  f o rm  a s  w e l l ,  b o t h  i n  i t s  s i n g l e  ± L i - . 3 3 6
and d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n s .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  new i d e a s  c a u s e d  a demand f o r  more

i r r e g u l a r  p l a n s  and v a r i e d  r o o f  s h a p e s .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e , t h e  f i r s t

g a b l e d  a d d i t i o n s  w e r e  made t o  t h e  b a s i c  h i p p e d  r o o f .  T h i s  r o o f  was  I L L . 3 1 3

g i v e n  an L - f o r . n .  By 1 8 8 0 ,  t h i s  had c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  l a t e  I L L . 3 5 8

V i c t o r i a n  o f f - c e n t r e d  g a b l e d  s h a p e  f o r  b o t h  s i n g l e  and d o u b l e  s t o r e y s .  I L L . 3 2 8

From h e r e  o n ,  t h e  t a s t e  f a r  i r r e g u l a r i t y  a nd p i c t u r e s q u e n e s s  c a u s e d

a l a r g e  number o f  v a r i a t i o n s  on  t h i s  t h e m e  t o  be  b u i l t ,  c u l m i n a t i n g

i n  t h e  m u l t i - g a b l e d ,  c o r n e r - t u r r e t e d  h o u s e  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  I t  s h o u l d

a l s o  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  o f f i c e s  a t  t h e  r e a r  w e r e  g i v e n  s i m p l e

l e a n  t o ' s .  The  1 9 0 0 ' s saw a r e a c t i o n  t o w a r d s  r i m p i e r  p y r a m i d a l

f o r m s .  A n o t h e r  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  was t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  p i t c h e d

r o o f  w i t h  t h e  s t e e p  p i t c h  on t h e  i m p o r t a n t  e l e v a t i o n  and t h e  f l a t t e r

p i t c h  t o  t h e  r e a r .  T h i s  i s  t o  b t  f o u n d  on t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  and

c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s .

Ro of  M a t e r i a l s :

S l a t e

T h i s  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be t h e  s u p e r i o r  f or m o f  r o o f  c o v e r i n g  r i g h t  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  p o p u l a r i t y  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

p a r t l y  du o t h e i r  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  i n  B r i t a i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  

d u t y  w a s  , itoved i n  1 8 3 V 2 6 ' ,  and p a r t l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  e a s e  o f

h a n d l i n g  f o r  i m p o r t a t i o n .  The y  w e r e  a l l  i m p o r t e d  f r o m B r i t a i n ,  t h e r e
(27) - r .

b e i n g  no e x p l o i t a b l e  d e p o s i t s  o f  s l a t e  i n  t h e  Cape  " 1. The  c h i e f  

s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i n  B r i t a i n  w a s ,  a t  f i r s t ,  on  t h e  P e mb r ok e -  

C a r m a r t h e n  b o r d e r ,  and l a t e r  f rom N o r t h  Wa l es  a r o u n d  B a n g o r "
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S l a t e  c am e i n  an e n o r m o u s  r a n g e  o f  s i z e s :  V7Z E m p r e s s e s  ^5 x l o  ,

s m a l l  E m p r e s s e s  2 6 " x l 4 " ;  P r i n c e s s e s  2 4 " x l 4 " ;  D u c h e s s e s  2 4 " x l 2 " ;  

s m a l l  d u c h e s s e s  2 2 " x l 2 " ;  M a r c h i o n e s s e s  2 2 " x l l " ;  w i d e  C o u n t e s s e s  

2 0 " x l 2 " ;  C o u n t e s s e s  2 0 " x l 0 " ;  f i d e  V i s c o u n t e s s e s  I S - 'x l O " ;   ̂

V i s c o u n t e s s e s  1 8 " x 9 " ;  w i d e  L a d i e s  1 6 " x l 0 ;  b r o a d  L a d i e s  1 6 " x 9 " ;

Ladies 1 6 " x 8 " ;  wide H eadf  -  ■ '4 " x l 2u ; Headers 1 4 " x l 0 " ;  small

Ladies 1 4 " x 8 " ; narrow : 4 " x 7 " ;  small Headers 1 3 " x l 0 " ;

D o u b l e s  1 3 ,,x 7 " ;  w i d e  D o u L . e s  1 2 " x 8 " ;  s m a l l  D o u b l e s  1 2 " x 6 " ;

S i n g l e s  1 0 "x 8 " and U n i t s  1 0 " x 6 " .

The f o l l o w i n g  w e r e  i m p o r t e d :  D u c h e s s e s ,  s m a l l  D u c h e s s e s ,  M a r c h i o n

e s s e s .  C o u n t e s s e s ,  w i d e  V i s c o n t e s s e s ,  V i s c o u n t e s s e s ,  w i d e  L a d i e s  

a nd  L a d i e s .  C o u n t e s s e s  and V i s c o u n t e s s e s  w e r e  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r ,  

h o w e v e r .  E a r l y  p r i c e s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  b u t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  

C o u n t e s s e s  s o l d  a t  a b o u t  £ 1 3  p e r  t h o u s a n d ,  and d r o p p e d  t o  £ 1 0  p e r  

t h o u s a n d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ( 2 9 ) . S l a t e  b e g a n  t o  l o s e  p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  

l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  p r o b a b l y  b e c a u s e  c f  t h e  g r o w i n g  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  c i a y  

t i l e s ,  p o p u l a r i s e d  by ' a r t s  a nd  c r a f t s '  a r c h i t e c t s ,  s u c h  a s  H. B a k e r .  

In t h e  l a t e  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  l o c a l l y  p r o d u c e d  t i l e s  came on t h e  m a r k e t .

C o r r u g a t e d  I r o n

A l t h o u g h  gene ra l ly  known as corrugated iro n ,  t h i s  material  i s  more 
ac cur at e ly  known as ga lvanised corrugated sheet  ir on ,  i t  being the 
product o f  two d i s t i n c t  proc es se s .  The popular i ty and inf lu enc e  or 

t h i s  mater ial  i s  d iscussed elsewhere^ j , but here i t s  h i s t o r y  wi l l  

be di scus sed in some d e t a i l .

C o r r u g a t e d  s h e e t  i r o n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  i n v e n t e d  a b o u t  1 8 2 9 '  

and b e c a m e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 3 0 ' s .  I t  i s  m e n t i o n e d  

i n  t h e  1 8 3 3  e d i t i o n  o f  L o u d o n ' s  ' E n c y c l o p a e d i a '  " . I t  was  n o t

g a l v a n i s e d  and had t o  be  p a i n t e d  w i t h  o i l  o r  p a i n t s .  I t  was  a l s o  

q u i t e  e x p e n s i v e ,  f r om £5  t o  £ 1 0  p e r  1 0 0  s q . f t .  I t s  c h i e f  u s e  was  

i n  r o o f s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o v e r  s u c h  p l a c e s  a s  m a r k e t s  and w a r e n o u s e s .

T h e s e  f i r s t  s h e e t s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o f  a v e r y  h e a v y  g a u g e  

p r o b a b l y  t o  r e t a i n  s t r e n g t h  when t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  r u s t i n g  s e t  i n .

Even by t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  i t  was  s t i l l  n o t  a p o p u l a r  m a t e r i a : 1 .

H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  m i d d l e  1 8 4 0 ' s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  g a l v a n i s i n g ,  o r  

mor e c o r r e c t l y  t h e  z i n k - t i n n i n g  o f  i - o n ,  was  a p p l i e d  t o  t n e  

m a t p r i a l ( 3 5 ' .  t h u s  mor e  o r  l e s s  s o l v i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  r u s t i n g ,  . t
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was d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  s h e e t s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  

a b r o a d .  The f i r s t  m e n t i o n  o f  i t  i n  t a p e  Town i s  an i r o n  s t o r e  o f  

1 8 4 7 ^ " ^ ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  known w h e t h e r  t h i s  was  o f  c o r r u g a t e d ,  

g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n .  The C a l i f o r n i a  g o l d  r u s h  o f  1 3 4 9 - 1 8 5 0 ,  and t h e  

A u s t r a l i a n  g o l d  r u s h  o f  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  saw a t r e m e n d o u s  r i s e  in  t h e  

u s e  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  c h i e f l y  i n  t h e  f o rm  o f  p r e f a b r i c a t e d  h o u s e s ' .

I t  was  a l s o  i n  u s e  b y  t h e  F e d e r a l  P u b l i c  Works D e p a r t m e n t  o f  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s v . A c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  s t o r e  was  

e r e c t e d  i n  Durban i n  1651 ^ ' ,  and t h e  f i r s t  d e f i n i t e  c o r r u g a t e d  

i r o n  b u i l d i n g  i n  Cape Town was t h e  I r o n  C o a l i n g  S t a t i o n ,  p r e f a b r i ­

c a t e d  i n  E n g l a n d ,  s e n t  o u t  and e r e c t e d  i n  1 8 5 4 ; 4 2 ^. From t h e n  on 

i t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  be c om e i n c r e a s i n g l y  a v a i l a b l e 4 3 - .  I t  was c o n ­

s i d e r e d  a s  a s t a n d a r d  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s l a t e s  by t h e  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r s  

D e p a r t m e n t  i n  1 8 5 9 ^ 4 4 / .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  i t s  p o p u l a r i t y  i n c r e a s e d ' 4 5 - ,  and i t s  u s e  be c am e  

w i d e s p r e a d .  I t  was u s e d  on t h e  f i r s t  Cape Town S t a t i o n  i n  1 8 6 3 ,  

n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  r o o f  b u t  f o r  t h e  w a l l s  a s  w e l l .  The B u i l d i n g  

C o m m i t t e e  f o r  t h e  F r a s e r b u r g  N. G.  Chur ch i n  1 8 6 6  s p e c i f i e d  a 

' Z i n k d a k ' ( 4 6 ) .

A l a r g e  number  o f  p r o p r i e t a r y  names c a n  be  q u o t e d ,  v i z .  M o r e w o o d s ,

T u p p e r s ,  B r a b y  & Co. and V a v a s e u r s ' * 4 7 ^ . By now t h e  s h e e t  t h i c k ­

n e s s e s  was  down t o  2 4  t o  2 6  g a u a g e , and l e n g t h s  w e n t  f r o m  6 1 ( 1 . 8 m )  

t o  9 1 ( 2 . 7 m ) .  I t  had a l s o  become c h e a p e r  a t  £ 1 . 4 . 0  p e r  100  l b s - 4 ^ .

In t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ‘ s a v e r y  l i g h t  s h e e t ,  28  g a u g e ,  was  i n t r o d u c e d  

c h i e f l y ,  i t  s e e m s , t o  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  m a r k e t  a t  t h e  

di am on d d i g g i n g s ' 4 9 ^.

I t  was  a l s o  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 7 0 ' s t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  c u r v e d  s h e e t s  

w e r e  i n t r o d u c e d ^ 5 0 '.  T h e s e  s h e e t s  w e r e  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  u s e  on 

v e r a n d a h s , f i n a l l y  d i s p l a c i n g  f l a t  s h e e t s  o f  g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n  and  

z i n c ,  a s  no  s u p p o r t i n g  s t r u c t u r e  was n e e d e d .

The de mands  c r e a t e d  oy t h e  boom t o w n s  o f  K i m b e r l e y  and J o h a n n e s b u r g  

k e p t  up t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  t h r o u g h  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  and 

1 8 9 0 1s . T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  t h e  A n g l o - B o e r  

War. L a t e r  came t h e  r e v u l s i o n  a g a i n s t  i t  a s  a c h e a p  and n a s t y  

m a t e r i a l . I t s  c h i e f  u s e  i n  Cape Town and r e g i o n  a l w a y s  s e e ms  t o  

h a v e  b e e n  f o r  r o o f i n g  a nd  t h e n  o n l y  on c h e a p e r  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  w e l l  

o u t  o f  s i g h t  on t h e  mor e  p r e t e n t i o u s  b u i l d i n g s .
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As i t  was  a c h e a p ,  e a s i l y  o b t a i n e d  m a t e r i a l ,  t h a t c h  was m o s t  g e n e r ­

a l l y  u s e d  i n  r u r a l , v i l l a g e  and e v e n  s u b u r b a n  b u i l d i n g s .  The b e s t  

t h a t c h  came f r om  V l e i s ;  R i e t v l e i , n e a r  Cape Town,  b e i n g  a p r i m e  

s o u r c e  f o r  t h i s  a r e a .  Some a t t e m p t  was  made t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c u t t i n g  

o f  r e e d s  by t i e  i s s u e  o f  G o v e - n m e n t  l i c e n c e s .  W i t h i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  

Cape  Town,  h o w e v e r , i t  was  n o t  v e r y  much u s e d  a s  i t s  c o m b u s t i b i l i t y  

o u t w e i g h e d  i t s  a d v a n t a g e s .  T h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n l y  o n e  

t h a t c h e r  i n  t h e  town i n  1 8 5 9  ' ' ^ .  I t  became i l l e g a l  t o  u s e  i t  and

a number  o f  o t h e r  c o m b u s t i b l e  m a t e r i a l s  w i t h i n  a r a d i u s  o f  o n e  m i l e
( 5 2 )

o f  t h e  twon h o u s e  u n d e r  t h e  b y e l a w s  i s s u e d  i n  1861

A f t e r  t h e  t e r r i b l e  f i r e s  o f  1 85 6  a t  S w e l l e n d a m  and t h o s e  o f  1 87 5  a t  

S t e l l e n b o s c h  and W e l l i n g t o n ,  t h a t c h  b e g a n  t o  be  r e p l a c e d  by c o r r u ­

g a t e d  i r o n  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  t o w n s  and v i l l a g e s .  The p o p u l a r i t y  o f  

t h a t c h  a m o n g s t  t h e  u p p e r  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  i n  e a r l y  and m i d - c e n t u r y  

c a n  p a r t l y  be  e x p l a i n e d  by  i t s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o t t a g e  o r n e e  t r a d i t i o n .

The Cape F l a t  R oo f

I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  f l a t  r o o f  was  s t i l l  i n  u s e  i n  Cape Town

i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 6 0 ' s ^ 5 3 / . I t  had a l s o  b e e n  a d o p t e d  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e

Gaol  r e b u i l d i n g  s c h e m e  o f  t h e  1 3 6 0 ' s  w i t h  d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s ^ 5 4 , , 

n e c e s s i t a t i n g  an e x p e n s i v e  r e - r o o f i n g  programme.  The  f o l l o w i n g  i s  

a q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  a l e t t e r  t o  t h e  C o l o n i a l  S e c r e t a r y  f rom t h e  

A s s i s t a n t  C i v i l  E n g i n e e r  i n  13 37  a b o u t  t h e  G o v er n m e nt  H ou se  s t a b l e s .  

A f t e r  a d v i s i n g  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  a s l a t e  r o o f  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  

f l a t  o n e ,  he  g o e s  on t o  s a y :  'many o f  th e  beam s i n  th e  p r e s e n t  r o o f

a r e  r o t t e n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  c o n s i d e r a b le  p a r t  o f  th e  p l a s t e r .  To p u t

i t  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e p a i r  w o u ld  c o s t  a s  much a s  a  new  

r o o f  an d  w o u ld  n o t  th e n  b e  a s  g o o d . B e s id e s  w h ich  a f l a t  r o o f  

r e q u i r e s  c o n s t a n t  a t t e n t i o n  and r e p a i r ,  i r o n  d e c a y s  an d  i s  n e v e r  

d r y  a s  a  p i t c h e d  r o o f , K^ .  A n o t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t a n t  

m a i n t e n a n c e  r e q u i r e d  by t h e  f l a t  r o o f  a r e  t h e  f i g u r e s  e n g a g e d  i n  

p a t c h i n g  a r o o f  i n  C a p t a i n  S h e r w i l 1 1s 1 Panorama o f  Cape Town1 i n  

1 8 4 g ( 5 6 ).

A t y p i c a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  a Cape f l a t  r o o f  i s  t h a t  g i v e n  by S k i r r o w  

i n  a s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  1 8 3 3 ^ ^ .  I t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  'The ro o f i s  to
be la id  in  the usual Cape mode with good sh e ll  lime and sh e lls  as



3 4 7 .

w ell a s  a l l  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s  p l a s t e r e d  w i th  s h e l l  l i m e ' .

Lead

The t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d  c o v e r e d  f l a t  r o o f  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

much u s e d .  P o s s i b l y  t h e  e a r l i e r  f a i l i n g s  d i s c o u r a g e d  f u r t n * r  

u s e ( 5 8 ) .

Z i n c

In d o m e s t i c  w o r k ,  z i n c  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  f l a t  s h e e t s  was  u s e d  p r i n ­

c i p a l l y  f o r  r o o f i n g  v e r a n d a h s ,  i t  b e i n g  t h e  m o s t  s a t i s f a c t o r y  

m a t e r i a l  u n t i l  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  c u r v e d ,  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  s h e e t s .

On p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h o u g h ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

m o s t  s u i t a b l e  m a t e r i a l  r i g h t  up u n t i l  t h e  m i d d l e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  An 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  1 8 5 5 ^ 59 ;  g i v e s  t n e  f o l l o w i n g  l i s t  o f  b u i l d i n g s  

r o o f e d  i n  z i n c :  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  C a t h e d r a l , t h e  two D u t c h  Re forme d

C h u r c h e s ,  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  L u t h e r a n  Chur ch and t h e  Du t ch  

M a s o n i c  L o d g e .  A f t e r  t h i s  i t  w a s  p r o b a b l y  d i s p l a c e d  by  c o r r u g a t e d  

i r o n  e x c e p t  f o r  v e r y  g o o d  c l a s s  w o r k ,  a nd  w h e r e  t h e r e  w e r e  v e ry  

d i f f i c u l t  f o r m s  t o  c o v e r ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  r o o f s  on t h e  c o r n e r  p a v i l i o n s  

t o  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t .

S h i n g l e s

Wood s h i n g l e s ,  a l t h o u g h  a p p a r e n t l y  common^6 0  ̂ i n  t h e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  

o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  s ee m t o  h a v e  p a s s e d  i n t o  c o m p l e t e  d i s u s e  by  

t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s .  The y w e r e  a p p a r e n t l y  d i s p l a c e d  by s l a t e ,  t h i s  p o s s i b l y  

b e i n g  h a s t e n e d  by e x p e n s i v e  f i r e  i n s u r a n c e .  The Cape Town M u n i c i p ­

a l i t y  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  1861 f o r b a d e  t h e  u s e  o f  c o m b u s t i b l e  r o o f i n g  

w i t h i n  o n e  m i l e  o f  t h e  Town H o u s e .  T h i s  m u s t  h a v e  c o m p l e t e d  i t s  
demi  s e .

R o o f  P i t c h :

A s l i g h t ,  b u t  s t e a d y ,  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p i t c h  o f  house  r o o f s  c a n  be  

d e t e c t e d  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  The s r . - n o a r d  p i t c h  i n  

1 8 5 0  was  2 5 ° ;  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  2 7 °  -  2 8 °  i n  t h e  1 3 6 0 ’ s a nd  by  

1 89 0  a 30  p i t c h  was  s t a n o a r d .  T h e r e  w e r e ,  o f  co .  r s e ,  v a r i a t i o n s  

d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  h o u s e s  o f  ' G o t h i c ' o r  ' C o t t a g e ' c h a r a c t e r  had 

s t e e p e r  p i t c h ,  up t o  5 5 ° ,  b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  r a r e .  Even d u r i n g  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s ,  r o o t s  w e n t  a s  l o w  a s  2 5 °  o r  a s  h i g h  a s  4 0 ° ,  u s u a l l y  b e c a u s e
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o f  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  In t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  u s e  o f  

t i l e s  and t h e  u s e  o f  s i m p l e r  r o o f  f o r m s ,  l e d  t o  an i n c r e a s e  up t o  

4 0 ° .

The  f a s h i o n a b l e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  

o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  6 0 °  i n  f r o n t  

o p p o r t u n i t y  w a s  t a k e n  t o  u s e  

s l o p e  and c h e a p e r  c o r r u g a t e d

R o o f  C o n s t r u c t i o n :

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  r o o f s  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  c o n ­

s e r v a t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  b u i l d i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  t h e  Cape d u r i n g  t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  E x c e p t  f o r  l a r g e  s p a n s ,  t h a t  i s  o v e r  3 0 ' 0 "  ( 9 m ) ,  t h e  

u n i v e r s a l  r o o f i n g  s y s t e m  u s e d  was  t h a t  o f  t h e  k i n g - p o s t  t r u s s .  T h i s  

a v e r a g e  s p a n  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 5 ' 0 "  ( 7 . 5 m ) .  T h e s e  t r u s s e s  w e r e  

p l a c e d  a t  a b o u t  1 0 ' 0 "  ( 3m)  c e n t r e s .  The u s u a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  t i e  

be am,  k i n g - p o s t ,  p r i n c i p a l  r a f t e r s  a nd b r a c e s  s u p p o r t e d  a r i d g e  p i e c e  

and p u r l i n s  upon w h i c h  t h e  common r a f t e r s , s p a c e d  a t  12" t o  18" ( , 3 0 m  

t o  , 4 5 m )  c e n t r e s ,  s a t .  E xa m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  a r e  s hown.

Wi th  t h e  u s e  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n ,  t h e  common r a f t e r s  c o u l d  be  d i s p e n s e d  

w i t h ,  t h e  s h e e t s  t h e m s e l v e s  s p a n n i n g  f r o m t h e  p u r l i n s .  By t h e  l a t e  

1 8 7 0 ' s ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  e v e n  w i t h  a s l a t e  c o v e r i n g ,  t h e  common 

r a f t e r s  had b e e n  o m i t t e d ,  t h e  t r u s s e s  t h e n  b e i n g  c l o s e r  s p a c e .  3 y  ILL 4 1 6

t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  a c e r t a i n  amount  o f  r e f i n e m e n t ,  s u c h  a s  r e d u c i n g  + he  

s i z e  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  e l e m e n t s ,  had t a k e n  p l a c e ,  b u t  t h e  k i r  t  was  

s t i l l  t h e  d o m i n a n t  t r u s s .  By t h i s  t i m e  t h o u g h ,  o t h e r ,  mo r e  s o p h i s ­

t i c a t e d  f o r m s  w e r e  i n  u s e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  b o w s t r i n g  t r u s s  a s  u s e d  i n  

s c h o o l s  and a l a t t i c e  t r u s s ,  u s e d  i n  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  p i t c h e d  r o o f s .

D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  1 84 0  t o  1 8 7 0 ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  wood s p e c i f i e d  f o r  t i m b e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  was  Memel ( B a l t i c  f i**)  b u t ,  by t h e  e nd o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  

i t  was  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  a v a r i e t y  o f  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  p i n e .

S l a t e s  w e r e  e i t h e r  f i x e d  t o  b o a r d i n g  o r  b a t t e n s .  The f o r m e r  me th o d ILL 4 1 7

s e e m s  t o  be  t h e  m o s t  common,  9" x  i "  ( 2 2 5  x 68mm) , 12" x 1"

( 3 o o  x  25mn) r o u g h  b o a r d i n g ,  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e .  The s l a t e s  

w e r e  t h e n  n a i l e d  o n t o  t h i s  u s i n g  c o m p o s i t i o n  n a i l s  b o i l e d  i n  o i l ^ '  \

A minimum o f  3" (75mm) o v e r l a p  was g i v e n  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  C o u n t e s s  

s l a t e :  o r  4" (100mm) f o r  D u c h e s s e s W h e r e  b a t t e n s  w e r e  u s e d .

ILL 4 1 6

ILL 4 1 6

s e c t i o n  r o o f  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0  s  wa s  u s u a l l y  

and 1 2 J °  t o  1 5 ° ,  a t  t h e  r e a r .  The  

s l a t e s  o r ,  l a t e r ,  t i l e s  on  t h e  s t e e p e r  

i r o n  on t h e  r e a r .
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t h e s e  w e r e  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  3" x  1" ( 7 5  x  25mm)( 6 3 ) .  The f i x i n g  a nd  

o v e r l a p  w e r e  t h e  same a s  f o r  b o a r d i n g .  In b e t t e r  c l a s s  w o r k ,  i t  

w o u l d  a p p o a r  t h a t  s l a t e s  on  b a t t e n s  w e r e  a l s o  r e n d e r e d  u n d e r n e a t h  

w U h  m o r t a r  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  w e a t h e r  r e s i s t a n c e .

A l t h o u g h  an e x c e l l e n t  r o o f  i n  i t s  d a y ,  t h e  s l a t e s  w e r e  n o t  r e a l l y  

p r o o f  a g a i n s t  t h e  Cape w i n d s .  The a c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  w i n d w i t h  

i t s  c o n s t a n t  b u f f e t i n g , l o o s e n e d  t h e  r o o f ,  p r o d u c i n g  l e a k s .

The m e t h o d  o f  f i x i n g  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  c h a n g e d  

much f r om  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s  e a r l i e s t  u s e .  A s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  1 8 6 3 ^ 6 4 ^,  

g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i r e c t i o n s :  ' c o v e r  t h e  same w i t h  T u p p e r ' s  b e s t

g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n ,  s e c u r e d  t o  p u r l i n s  w i t h  3" g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n  s c r e w s  

w i t h  l e a d  w a s h e r s  be dd ed  i n  w h i t e  l e a d  and h a v i n g  a l a p  o f  n o t  l e s s  

t h a n  e i g h t  i n c h e s ' . P u r l i n s  w e r e  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  o r d e r  o f  3" x 3"
( 7 5  x 75mm).

In t h e  b e s t  work a l l  t h e  v a r i o u s  r o o f  and g u t t e r  f l a s h i n g s  w e r e  

c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  l e a d ,  4 t o  5 l b s  l e a d  b e i n g  t h e  u s u a l  q u a n t i t y  s p e c i ­

f i e d  . In c h e a p e r  w o r k ,  z i n c  was  u s e d ^ 0 0  ̂ and f r o m t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  

o n w a r d s ,  g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n  f l a s h i n g s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  r i d g e s  and h i p s  on  

b o t h  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  a nd  s l a t e  r o o f s .

The s t a n d a r d  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  t h e  e a v e s ,  e x c e p t  w h e r e  t h i s  was  h i d d e n  

b e h i n d  a p a r a p e t ,  was t o  p r o j e c t  9" (275mm) and t o  b o x  i t  o u t  v e r y  

p l a i n l y  i n  woo d.  A c a s t  i r o n  o r  g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n  g u t t e r  o f  v a r y i n g  

s i z e ,  u s u a l l y  5" t o  6" ( 1 2 5  t o  150mm) was  f i x e d  t o  t h e  f a s c i a  b o a r d .  

The p r o f i l e  o f  t h e  g u t t e r  w as  o f  t h e  O.G.  t y p e .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  

and 1 8 8 0 ' s ,  t h e  f a s h i o n  f o r  b r a c k e t e d  e a v e s  was m e t  by  t h e  u s e  o f  

p r e c a s t  c o n c r e t e  e l e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  w e r e  f i x e d  by an i r o n  s p i k e  i n t o  

t h e  b r i c k w o r k  u n d e r  t h e  e a v e s .

A l t h o u g h  c a s t - i r o n  r o o f  c r e s t i n g s  a r e  shown on a d r a w i n g  o f  1 8 6 8 ^ 6 7 ^,  

i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h e s e ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c a s t - i r o n  a c c o u n t r e -  

m e n t s ,  o n l y  b e g a n  t o  be  p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  h a v i n g  t h e i r  h e y - d a y  

i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s , w h e n  t h e y  w e r e  t o  be  f o u n d  on a l l  t y p e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s .

V e n t i l a t o r s :

As a r c h i t e c t u r a l  e l e m e n t s ,  v e n t i l a t o r s  do not  appear  t o  have e x i s t e d  ILL 418A

u n t i l  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  Two e a r l y  examples  d a t e  from 1852 and from 1856 i l l  4 1 a r



A f t e r  t h i s ,  i t  became common on c h u r c h e s  t o  p r o v i d e  v e n t i l a t o r s  i n  

t h e  f or m o f  f l e c h e s  o r  d o r m e r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  o n e s  s h o w n .  By t h e  

l a t e  1 8 3 0 ' s ,  v e n t i l a t o r s  be c am e a p r o m i n e n t ,  d e s i g n e d  e l e m e n t  on  

t h e  r o o f s  o f  s c h o o l s  and h o s p i t a l s .  P a t e n t  g a l v a n i s e d  i r o n  v e n t ­

i l a t o r s  s u c h  a s  B o y l e s ,  w e r e  i n  w i d e - s p r e a d  u s e  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  r o o f s .

C h i m n e y s :

The a c c o m p a n y i n g  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  g i v e  a f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e  i n d i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i m n e y  f r o m  a s i m p l e  b r i c k  s h a f t ,  t o p p e d  

by a s i m p l e  w e a t h e r  m o u l d i n g  a s  s h o w n ,  t o  t h e  v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  c o n -

^  ^  s i m p l e  t a p e r i n g  for m
t h e  1 9 0 0  s .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a  mo r e  e l a b o r a t e  t y p o  i s  f o u n d ,  a s

on t h e  S . A .  Museum and L i b r a r y .  G e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  c h i m n e y  p o t s

a r e  s e  dom u s e d  b u t  d i d  b e c o me  more  common i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  The

f e w  s u r v i v i n g  e x a m p l e s  b e f o r e  t h a t  d a t e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  m a i n l y  o f  t h e

1 8 5 0  s a nd t o  be  o f  a G o t h i c  t y p e  i m p o r t e d  f r o m  B r i t a i n .  A s q u a r e d .

f a i r l y  e l a b o r a t e  t y p e  i s  f o u n d  on h o u s e s  d a t i n g  f r om  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s

a n  e x a m p l e  o f  w h i c h  i s  s h o w n .  The r o u n d ,  t a p e r e d ,  l o c a l l y  p r o d u c e d

p o t  be c ame  t h e  s t a n d a r d  c h i m n e y  c a p p i n g  f r o m  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s  o n .

B r i c k s :

The n o m i n a l  s i z e  o f  b r i c k s  p r o d u c e d  l o c a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  

p e r i o d  was  9" x  4 ) "  x  3" ( 2 7 5  x  1 12  x  75mm).  W e l l - b u r n t  b r i c k s  

a c t u a l l y  m e a s u r e d  s ome wh at  l e s s  t h a n  t h i s ,  b e i n g  u s u a l l y  a b o u t

l a r g e  a s  9J" x  4*" x 3".

Cape  b r i c k s  v a r i e d  e n o r m o u s l y  i n  q u a l i t y  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  m o s t l y  v e r y  

p o o r ,  t h i s  s t e m m i n g  c h i e f l y  f r o m a s h o r t a g e  o f  s u i t a b l e  f u » l ( 6 8 )

Two t y p e s  o f  b r i c k  w e r e  made u n t i l  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  

p r o p e r  k i l n  i n  1 8 9 7 .  T h e s e  w e r e  known a s  h a r d s  and s l o p s ^ 6 9 )

H a r d s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  by m i x i n g  t h e  b e s t  c l a y  w i t h  c o a l  d u s t  a n d ' b u r n -

- a s  a g a i n  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two c l a s s e s ,  b e s t  h a n d s  and s e c o n d s .  The  

f o n a e n  was h e l d  t o  be  a s  go od  a s  i m p o r t e d  b r 1 c k s < 7 , > and c o u l d  be

350.
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u s e d  f o r  f a c e w o r k .  The s e c o n d s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  f o r  b e t t e r  

c l a s s  work and f o r  m o s t  b u i l d i n g s  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  and t h e  

w i n d o w  s i l l s .  T he y  c o u l d  n o t  be  l e f t  e x p o s e d ' -  . S l o p s  o r  common s,  

w e r e  p r o d u c e d  by b u r n i n g  b r i c k s  made o f  b r i c k  e a r t h  w i t h  w oo d .  he y

w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t s  o f  l a o l e  v a l l e y ^ ' 3' .

T h e s e  b r i c k s  w e r e  v e r y  p o r o u s  and n o t  v e r y  s t r o n g ,  a s  t h e y  w e r e  n o t   ̂

p r o p e r l y  bu They  c o u l d  o n l y  s u p p o r t  a s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  h o u s e

Good c l a y  i s  a v a i l a b l e  o v e r  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  w h o l e  Cape C o l o n y .  In t h e

e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  e r a  i t  was  c u s t o m a r y  t o  make b r i c k s  on s i t e  3 .

T h e r e  w e r e  a l s o  numer ous  s m a l l  b r i c k f i e l d s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  1 o 6 0  s ,  

b u t  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  and 1 8 8 0 ' s ,  t h e s e  s e em  t o  h a v e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  a t  

O b s e r v a t o r y  a nd Mowbray w i t h  o n e  l a r g e  o n e  a t  G r e en  P o i n t .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  u n r e l i a b i l i t y  b r i c k s  w e r e  o f t e n  s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  

m a k e r ' s  name;  E x k s t e e n ' s  b r i c k s  b e i n g  r e g a r d e d  a s  a s u p e r i o r  b r i c k  

i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  and 1 8 5 0 ' s ^ 6 ^, w h i l e  S p e n g l e r s  was  c o n s i d e r e d  a 

g o o d  b r i c k  c .  1 8 6 0 ^ )

A l t h o u g h  f a c e b r i c k s  w e r e  made l o c a l l y ,  m o s t  l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s  u s e d  t h e  

i m p o r t e d  a r t i c l e .  The m o s t  l i k e l y  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  

r e l a t i v e l y  p r i m i t i v e  m e t h o d s  u s e d  and t h e  s m a l l  s c a l e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

c o u l d  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  c o l o u r .  R e f e r e n c e s  t o  i m p o r t e d  E n g l i s h  f a c e -  

b r i c k  o c c u r s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  H o us e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i r e  f a c e d  w i t h  d a r k  r e d  S u f f o l k s 1,

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  p o p u 1a r i t y  o f  i m p o r t e d  f a c e b r i c k s  

was t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  l o c a l  b r i c k s ;  g o o d  h a r d s  c o u l d  c o s t  a s  much a s  

£ 4 . 1 0 . 0 .  a t h o u s a n d  i n  1 8 6 0 .  At  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  f o r  

s e c o n d s  was b e t w e e n  I . 1 7 . 6 .  and £ 2 . 8 . 0 .  S l o p s  c o s t  1 8 / -  t o  2 4 / -  a 

t h o u s a n d .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  was  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  f u e l  l o c a l l y ,  and  

t h e  c o n s e q u e n t  n e e d  t o  i m p o r t  c o a l .

B r i c k w o r k :

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o o r  q u a l i t y  o f  b r i c k ,  e x t e r n a l  w a l l s  w e r e  n e v e r  l e s s  ILL 4 2 3  

t h a n  l i  b r i c k s  ( 1 4 " o r  35m) t h i c k .  T h i s  was  t o  p r e v e n t  r a i n  p e n e ­

t r a t i o n .  I n t e r n a l  w a l l s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  o n e  b r i c k  t h i c k  a l t h o u g h ,  

v e r y  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  a h a l f  b r i c k  w a l l  was  u s e d . H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  o f  

t h e  p o o r  b o n d , t h e s e  a r e  v e r y  r a r e .  F a c e b r i c k s , p r e s u m a b l y  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e i r  c o s t ,  w e r e  a c t u a l l y  a p p l i e d  a s  a v e n e e r  t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g s .
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t h e  h e a d e r s  b e i n g  m o s t  s n a p p e d  t o  s a v e  b r i c k s ,  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  o n e  

b e i n g  b o n de d  i n t o  t h e  w a l l  b e h i n d .  Mo st  f a c e  b r i c k  w a l l s  a r e  t h u s  

two b r i c k s  ( 1 8 " o r  450mm) i n  t h i c k n e s s ^ ' ' .

The m o r t a r  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  was o r d i n a r y  c l a y  and t h i s  was  s t i l l  i n

u s e  i n  d o m e s t i c  wo rk  i n  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s .  T h i s  g a v e  a j o i n t  o f  a b o u t  

(13mm) .  F o r  b e t t e r  c l a s s  work s u c h  a s  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  e x t e r n a l  

work was  l a i d  i n  a s a n d / c e m e n t  m o r c a r v 0 ;  a nd from 1 8 8 9 ,  t h e  Cape  

Town C i t y  E n g i n e e r  i n s i s t e d  on i t s  u s e  i n  a l l  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s ^ - .

Bo nd s  u s e d  w e r e  E n g l i s h  bond f o r  o n e  b r i c k  w a l l s  and t h e  same f o r  ILL 4 2 3

o n e  a nd  a h a l f  b r i c k  w a l l s .  F a c e b r i c k  was  g e n e r a l l y  l a i d  i n  F l e m i s h

bond.

B r i c k w o r k  was  g e n e r a l l y  c a r r i e d  a c r o s s  o p e n i n g s  by a l ow s e g m e n t a l  

a r c h  c o m p r i s e d  o f  a s o l d i e r  c o u r s e  s e t  i n  l i m e  m o r t a r .  Windows w e r e  

u s u a " l y  b a c k e d  by a wooden l i n t e l .  Where a l a r g e r  o p e n i n g  was  r e -  

r e q u i r ' d ,  w in d o w s  w e r e  o f t e n  f i x e d  i n  c o u p l e s  o r  e v e n  i n  t r i p l e s  w i t h  

b r i c k  p i e r s ,  u s u a l l y  9" ( 2 7 5  mm) t h i c k  b e t w e e n  e a c h  w in d o w .  T h i s  i s  

o n l y  f o u n d  i n  l a t e r  w o r k ,  t h o u g h .

B u i l d i n g  S t o n e :

A l t h o u g h  t h e  Cape a b o u n d s  i n  s t o n e ,  t h e r e  i s  a c t u a l l y  a s c a r c i t y  o f  

s u i t a b l e  b u i l d i n g  s t o n e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s a n d s t o n e ' 3 2 -1. T h i s  i s  e s p e c ­

i a l l y  t r u e  o f  t h e  W e s t e r n  r e g i o n  w h e r e  i t  i s  o n l y  p r e s e n t  a s  T a b l e  

M o u n t a i n  s a n d s t o n e  and a t  N i e u w o l d t v i l l e ,  O u d t s h o o r n  and M o s s e l b a y .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a number o f  s t o n e s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  b u i l d i n g  p u r p o s e s  i n  

Cape Town and r e g i o n .

The m o s t  commonl y u s e d  s t o n e  i n  Cape Town was  ' b l u e s t o n e 1 , t h e  l o c a l  

name f o r  an a l t e r e d  s h a l e  f r o m t h e  o l d e s t  g e o l o g i c a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  

M a l m e s b u r y  b e d s .  I t  was c h i e f l y  u s e d  f o r  f o u n d a t i o n s  and r u b b l e  

w a l l i n g .  B l u e s t o n e  i s  v e r y  h ar d  and v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s h a p e  and  

f i n i s h ^ 8 3 ) .  A l t h o u g h  c a l l e d  b l u e s t o n e ,  i t  h a s  a l a r g e  v a r i e t y  o f  

c o l o u r s  r a n g i n g  f ro m g r e e n  t o  b u f f  and b r o wn .  I t  o c c u r s  l o w  down 

on t h e  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  T a b l e  M o u n t a i n  V a l l e y  and s o  was  r e a d i l y  a v a i l ­

a b l e  f o r  q u a r r y i n g .  T h e r e  a r e  many d i s u s e d  q u a r r i e s  a l o n g  t h e s e  

s l o p e s .  The  S t r a n d  S t r e e t  q u a r r y  was w o r ke d  f o r  t h i s  s t o n e  r i g h t  

up u n t i l  e a r l y  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  The S a c r e d  H e a r t  C o n v e n t  i n  S o m e r s e t  

Road ( 1 8 7 7 ) ,  i s  an e x a m p l e  o f  t h i s  s t o n e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  was  v e r y



e x p e n s i v e  t o  b r i n g  i t  t o  t h i s  d e g r e e  o f  f i n i s h ' " ^ .  The M e t r o p o l i t a n  

M e t h o d i s t  C hur ch  i s  a n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  a s i m i l a r  s t o n e  b u t  h e r e  t h e  

s t o n e  i s  hammer d r e s s e d .

A n o t h e r  c ommonl y  a v a i l a b l e  s t o n e  was ' i r o n  s t o n e '  o r  y s t e r p l a a t  

s t o n e ,  a d e c o m p o s e d  g r a n i t e  f o u n d  on t h e  Cape F l a t s .  T h i s  was o n l y  

s u i t a b l e  f o r  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  b e i n g  t o o  s t r a t i f i e d  f o r  w o r k i n g .

T a b l e  M o u n t a i n  s a n d s t o n e  i s  a c l o s e  g r a i n e d  q u a r t z i d e ,  r a n g i n g  f ro m  

r e d ,  b r o w n ,  b l u e  and g r e y  t o  w h i t e .  I t  i s  m o s t  s u i t a b l e  f o r  r o c k ­

f a c e d  a s h l a r  wor k and c a n  t a k e  a c h i s e l l e d  f i n i s h  b u t  i s  n o t  c a p a b l e  

o f  b e i n g  f i n e l y  w o r k e d .  I t  was  u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

e x a m p l e s  b e i n g  t h e  A n g l i c a n  Church a t  Kalk Bay and S t .  G e o r g e ' s  

C a t h e d r a l . The  c a t h e d r a l  h as  a hammer f i n i s h .

T h e r e  i s  no f r e e s t o n e  i n  t h e  Cape P e n i n s u l a  a nd t h i s  l e d  t o  t h e  

i m p o r t i n g  o f  s u i t a b l e  s t o r e .  Da l m i e t  R i v e r  s t o n e  f ro m n e a r  P o r t  

E l i z a b e t h  was  o f t e n  u s e d  when f i n e l y  d r e s s e d  s t o n e  was  r e q u i r e d .

S t .  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  i s  j a r t l y  b u i l t  o f  t h i s  s t o n e ,  w h i l e  t h e  

H a r b o u r  B o a r d ' s  O f f i c e s  was  a l s o  f a c e d  w i t h  i t ^ ' .

O t h e r  i m p o r t e d  s t o n e  i n c l u d e d  some f r o m  C a l e d o n a n d  e v e n  Bat h  

s t o n e .  The C i t y  H a l l  i s  f a c e d  w i t n  t h i s .

T h e r e  i s  no l o c a l  l i m e s t o n e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a d e p o s i t  a t  S a l d a n h a  Bay  

w h i c h  was  w o r ke d  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  Two m a j o r  b u i l d i n g s  w h i c h  w e r e  

f a c e d  w i t h  i t  w e r e  t h e  S . A .  Museum a nd  t h e  Old G e n e r a l  P o s t  O f f i c e  

b u t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s t o n e  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  v a r i e d  s o  much t h a t  i t  

was n o t  u s e d  a g a i n .

G r a n i t e  i s  r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  i n  Cape Town and wa s  a v a i l a b l e  f rom two  

q u a r r i e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  b e i n g  t h a t  a t  K l o o f  Nek a nd t h e  o t h e r  a t  C l i f t o n .  

I t  i s  o f  a c o a r s e  v a r i e t y  w i t h  a mar ke d s h e e t  s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h  r e s ­

t r i c t s  t h e  s i z e  o f  b l o c k  a v a i l a b l e .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  u s e d  

q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l l y ;  t h e  Rhode s  B u i l d i n g  and t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  C i t y  

H a l l  b e i n g  two e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s .  The u s e  o f  g r a n i t e  o n l y  a p p e a r s  

t o  h a v e  come a b o u t  from t h e  I 8 6 0 1s o n ,  c h i e f l y  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  u s e  

i n  t h e  new h a r b o u r  w o r k s  a t  t h e  A l f r e d  Dock.  B e f o r e  t h a t  i t  was

o c c a s i o n a l l y  u s e d , S i r  A n t o n y  O l i p h a n t ' s  h o u s e  i n  H a r r i n g t o n  
f 871

S t r e e t '  ' b e i n g  a r a r e  e x a m p l e .  T h i s  i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  hand d r e s s i n g .



The  b e s t  v a r i e t y  o f  g r a n i t e  a v a i l a b l e  l o c a l l y  i s  t h a t  f rom t h e  

s o u t h e r n  e n d  o f  P a a r l  M o u n t a i n .  I t  w o r k s  t o  a w h i t e - g r e y  f i n i s h .  

The a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c h e a p  t r a n s p o r t  f r o m  1 8 6 3  o n ,  i n  t h e  f orm o f  a 

r a i l w a y ,  l e d  t o  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  i n  Cape  Town.  The  b a s e  o f  t h e  

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  i s  i n  t h i s  s t o n e  a s  i s  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  Mut ual  

B u i l d i n g .  O t h e r  b u i l d i n g s  i n  w h i c h  i t  was  u s e d  w e r e  t h e  b a s e  o f  

t h e  Old G e n e r a l  P s t  O f f i c e ,  t h e  U n i o n  C a s t l e  B u i l d i n g  and t h e  

S . A .  M u t u a l .
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O u t s i d e  Cape  Town,  t h e  two m o s t  f a m o u s  s t o n e  b u i l d i n g  a r e a s  a r e  

M o s s e l  Bay a nd O u d t s h o o r n .  Here  f r e e - w o r k i n g  s a n d s t o n e s  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e .  The s t o n e  a t  M o s s e l  Bay i s  n o t  s o  f r e e w o r k i n g  a s  t h ^ t  

a t  O u d t s h o o r n .  I t  i s  a y e l l o w - b r o w n  c o l o u r  and was  o b t a i n e d  f rom  

q u a r r i e s  n e a r  t h e  l i g h t h o u s e .  Two e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  s t o n e  a r e  

t h e  C u s t o m ' s  H ouse  and S t .  P e t e r ' s  C h u r c h .

The s a n d s t o n e  o f  O u d t s h o o r n  i s  f i n e  g r a i n e d  o f  a f u l l  y e l l o w  o r  

l i g h t  b r ow n .  T h e r e  w e r e  a number o f  q u a r r i e s  n e a r  t h e  t o wn .  

P r o m i n e n t  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h i s  s t o n e  a r e  t h e  M o e d e r - K e r k ^ 8 8  ̂ and S t .  

J u d e s .

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  g o o d  b u i l d i n g  s t o n e ,  t h e  

l o c a l  s t o n e  g e n e r a l l y  b e i n g  u s e d  f o r  r u b c l e  w a l l i n g .  At  R i v e r s d a l e ,  

a b l u e  s l a t e  s t o n e ,  s o m e w h a t  l i k e  b l u e - s t o n e ,  was  u s e d  on S t .

M a t t h e w * s C h u r c h ^ ^ .  A t  J t u r g e ,  a r o u g h  s t o n e ,  h a r d  t o  w o r k ,  wa s  

u s e d  on S t .  M a r k ' s  C a t h e d r a l   ̂ A t  C a l e d o n ,  f r e e s t o n e  q u a r r i e s

a r e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  A s u p e r i o r  f r e e s t o n e  i s  n o t e d  i n  

1 8 6 0  a t  T u l b a g h ( 91  \

S t o n e w o r k :

B e s i d e s  t h e  c a s t l e ,  t h e r e  was v i r t u a l l y  no e x p o s e d  s t o n e w o r k  p r i o r  

t o  1 8 5 0 .  T h i s  i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  b e c a u s e  no l o c a l  s t o n e  b e s i d e s  

g r a n i t e  w o u l d  work t o  t h e  f i n e  a s h l a r  f i n i s h  r e q u i r e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e n .

The f i r s t  e x a m p l e s  o f  d r e s s e d  s t o n e w o r k  a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  

c h i r  h e s  o f  t h e  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c  r e v i v a l . Ex ampl e  A i s  a p o r t i o n  ILL 4 2 4

o f  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  R o n o e b o s c h ,  s h o w i n g  t h e  r o u g h l y  d r e s s e d  s a n d s t o n e  

s e t  i n  random r u b b l e  w a l l i n g  w h i c h  was  t h e  b e s t  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  be  

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e n .  The d r e s s i n g s ,  w h i c h  a r e  b r o u g h t  o s m o o t h e r  s u r ­

f a c e  and p r o p e r l y  s q u a r e d ,  a r e  o f  i m p o r t e d  P a l m i e t  R i v e r  s t o n e .  A 

r a r e  e x a m p l e  o f  s t o n e  i n  d o m e s t i c  work i s  t h a t  on Dock House  ( 1 8 6 1 ) .
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Here  b l u e - s t o n e  r o u g h l y  d r e s s e d  and s q u a r e d  i s  s e t  w i t h  f i n e l y  w o r ke d  

g r a n i t e  d r e s s i n g s .  The c o s t  o* t n i s  w o u l d  i a v e  p r e c l u d e d  i t  on  

o r d i n a r y  w o r k .  Ex a mpl e  B,  fr<m S t .  A l o y s i u s  H a l l  ( 1 8 6 8 ) ,  i s  a p a r t  

o f  a f o r m o f  p o l y g o n a l  m a s o n r y  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  s m a l l  u n i t s  o f  b l u e -  

s t o n e  w i t h  o c c a s i o n a l  b a n d s  o f  f a c e b r i c k .  A g a i n ,  t h i s  i s  c o n f i n e d  

t o  t h e  s ho w f r o n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  Ex ampl e  D , a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

M e t r o p o l i t a n  M e t h o d i s t  Chur ch ( 1 8 7 9 ) ,  s hows  t h e  b l u e - s t o n e ,  hammer 

d r e s s e d , s q u a r e d  and c o u r s e d  w i t h  i m p o r t e d  d r e s s i n g s .  I t  p r e s e n t s  

a f i n e  a p p e a r a n c e  b u t  t h e  e x p e n s e  t h r o u g h  w a s t a g e  mus t  h a v e  b e e n  

h i g h .  Ex am pl e  C,  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  B r e e  S t r e e t  ( 1 8 7 8 ) ,  shows  t h e  u b i q u i t ­

o u s  b l u e - s t o n e  b u t  w i t h  p o l y c h r o m a t i c  b r i c k  b a n d i n g  and d r e s s i n g .

T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a c h e a p e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  t h a n  D. Examp1e  E i s  

- h e  b a s e m e n t  o f  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  ( 1 8 8 5 ) .  Here  t h e  g r a n i t e  

h as  b e e n  w o r k e d  t o  a f i n e ,  l i g h t l y  hammer d r e s s e d  f i n i s h  a nd s e t  i n  

r e g u l a r  c o u r s i n g  w i t h  a r e c e s s e d  j o i n t .  A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  i s  t h e  

1 8 8 0  a d d i t i o n s  t o  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  R o n d e b o s c h .  H e r e  t h e  s a n d s t o n e  h a s  

r e c i  i v e d  a hanrier  d r e s s e d  f . n i s h  and s e t  i n  s q u a r e d  m a s o n r y  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  b r o u g h t  t o  c o u r s e .  E x am pl e  F i s  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  h a n d l i n g  

o f  s a n d s t o n e  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  w h e r e  a r o u g h e r  t e x t u r e  was a c c e p t a b l e  b u t  

i t  was s t i l l  s q u a r e d  and s e t  i n  r e g u l a r  c o u r s e s .

F o u n d a t i o n s :

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p o r o s i t y  o f  t h e  Cape  b r i c k ,  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s  w e r e  

u n i v e r s a l l y  u s e d .  B l u e - s t o " e  o r  s o m e t i m e s  i r o n  s t o n e  was  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  f rom w h i c h  a l l  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  Cape Town.

In o t h e r  a r e a s  a n y  c o n v e n i e n t  s u r f a c e  s t o n e  w as  u s e d .  B l u e - s t o n e  

s e e ms  t o  h a v e  b e e n  f a v o u r e d  b e c a u s e  i t s  s t r a t i f i e d  n a t u r e  a l l o w e d  i t  

t o  be  q u a r r i e d  i n  r o u g h l y  s q u a r e d  b l o c k s ,  m a k i n g  i t  e a s i e r  ^o l a y .

I t  was  a l m o s t  a l w a y s  l a i d  i n  c l a y  m o r t a r  e v e n  on l a r g e  b u i l d i n g s ,  

b u t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a P o r t l a n d  c e m e n t  m i x  was s p e c i f i e d  on a p a r t i c u l a r  

b u i l d i n g ' 9 2 ' .

Where s l o p  b r i c k s  w e r e  u s e d ,  t h i s  s t o n e w o r k  wa s  c a r r i e d  up t o  w ind ow  

s i l l  l e v e l  t o  k e e p  t h e  b r i c k s  f r o m b e c o m i n g  t o o  damp( ; . The u s u a l  

w i d t h  o f  f o u n d a t i o n  b e l o w  t h e  o n e  a nd a h a l f  b r i c k  e x t e r n a l  w a l l  was  

2 ‘6" ( 7 50mm) .

D u r i n g  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h i s  f orm o f  f o u n d a t i o n  b e g a n t o  be  r e p l a c e d  

by c o n c r e t e  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  C i t y  E n g i n e e r ' s  d r i v e  t o  i m p r o v e  b u i l d i n g
( 9 4 )

c o n s t r u c t i o n  m e t h o d s '  .
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C e m e n t :

T h i s  was  n o t  p r o d u c e d  l o c a l l y  u n t i l  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y .  I t  was g e n e r ­

a l l y  i m p o r t e d  f rom B r i t a i n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  The  t y p e  o f  

c e m e n t  m o s t  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  up t o  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  c e n t u - y  was  

P a r k e r ' s  'Roman'  c e m e n t ( 9 5 ) . T h i s  was  made f r o m  c e m e n t  s t o n e s  round  

on t h e  f o r e s h o r e  o f  t h e  Thames E s t u a r y  and a r o u n o  H a r w i c h .  By a 

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b u r n i n g ,  s l a k i n g  a nd c r u s h i n g ,  i t  was  made i n t o  a 

po wd er  f o r  u s e .  Roman c e m e n t  was  i m p o r t e d  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  In 

1 8 4 5  t h e  f i r s t  r e l i a b l e  P o r t l a n d  c e m e n t  was  p ro d u c e d ^  . T h i s  was

made by  m i x i n g  c r u s h e d  l i m e s t o n e  a nd c l a y  w i t h  , u t e r ,  d r y i n g  i t  o u t ,  

p u t t i n g  i t  i n  a f u r n a c e  t o  c a l c i n a t e  and f i r ,  y  g r i n d i n g  U  i n t o  

a po wd er  f o r  u s e .  I t  wa s  i n  u s e  i n  Cape  Town by t h e  I 8 6 0 ' s .

C o n c r e t e :

The  f i r s t  m e n t i o n  f o u n d  o f  t h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  i . e .  a compound o r  s t o n e ,  

s a n d  a nd c e m e n t ,  i s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  new 

c h a n c e l  o f  S t .  P a u l ' s ,  R o n d e b o s c h ,  i n  1 8 4 8 '  ' .  I t  was  a l s o  u s e d

i n  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  i n  t h _  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S . A . L i b r a r y  a n o  Museum 

b u i l d i n g s  i n  1 8 5 s ( 9 8 ) . b u :  i t  w as  n o t  i n  g e n e r a l  u s e  u n t i l  e n f o r c e d  

by t h e  Ca pe  Town M u n i c i p a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  1 8 9 6 ' 9 9 ) .  The m i x  r e q u i r e d

w as  1 t o  8 .

S t u c c o :

s t u c c o  o r  ' co mp o'  t o  g l . e  i t  i t s  ' t r a d e '  n a me ,  was  a m i x t u r e  o f  Roman 

c e m e n t  a n d  c l e a r  g r i t t y  s a n d  i n  e q u a l  p a r t s  ( 1 8 4 2 ) - ,  i t  ' . a s  t r o e l l e d  

u n t i l  s e t * 1 0 0 ) .  P o r t l a n d  c e m e n t  was a l s o  u s e d  i n s t e a d  o f  Roman 

c e m e n t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y .  Compo w a s  s e l d o m  u s e d  i n  

t h e  Cape  a n d  t h e n  o n l y  f o r  t h e  h i g h e s t  q u a l i t y  d e c o r a t i v e  wor k b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  e x p e n s e  i n  i m p o r t i n g  t h e  c e m e n t .

P l a s t e r :

The  m o s t  c ommonl y u s e d  f o rm  o f  p l a s t e r ,  b o t h  i n t e r n a l l y  and e x t e r n a l l y  

was  t h a t  c o m p o s e d  o f  l i m e  and s a n d .  An 1 8 3 4  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  g i v e s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s :  e x t e r n a l l y ,  two c o a t s  o f  s h e l l  l i m e  and s h a r p

sa n d  m i x e d  two t o  t h r e e ;  i n t e r n a l l y  t h r e e  c o a t s  on  l a t h i n g  was  

r e q u i r e d .  The p l a s t e r i n g  o f  w a l l s  on  t o  l a t h i n g  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  

u s e d  o n l y  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  w o r k .  I t  i s  an  i m p o r t e d  B r i t i s h  p r a c t i c e
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and i s  f o u n d  o n l y  i n  c e i l i n g s  a f t e r  t h i s .  A n o t h e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n ,  

t h i s  t i m e  o f  1 8 4 0 ,  g i v e s  a p r o p o r t i o n  o f  o n e  t o  two f o r  a s h e l l  

l i m e , a n d  s a n d  p l a s t e r  f o r  e x t e r n a l  u s e .  P l a s t e r  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  

was  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  f o r  m o s t  wor k r i g h t  up u n t i l  1 9 1 0 ,  p r e s u m a b l y  

u n t i l  P o r t l a n d  c e m e n t  was p r o d u c e d  l o c a l l y .  O c c a s i o n a l  e x c e p t i o n s  

a r e  m e t  w i t h ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  u s e  o f  c e m e n t  g a u g e d  p l a s t e r  i n s i d e  t h e  

M e t r o p o l i t a n  M e t h o d i s t  Church t o  t o n e  down t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  f r om  t h e  

w a l l s .  A P o r t l a n d  c e m e n t  r e n d e r  i s  u s e d  on t h e  s p i r e  o f  t h i s  

c h u r c h  b u t  t h e  m i x  i s  unknown.  The Cape  Town b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  

o f  1 8 9 6  g i v e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  p l a s t e r :  l i m e  o n e  p a r t ,

t o  t h r e e  p a r t s  s a n d  o r  o n e  p a r t  c e m e n t  t o  s i x  p a r t s  s a n d .

P l a s t e r w o r k :

( h e  u s u a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  e x t e r n a l  p l a s t e r e d  b r i c k w o r k  was  t o  r u l e  i n  

c o u r s e s  a t  a b o u t  9" (225mm) a p a r t  t o  i m i t a t e  s t o n e w o r k , b u t  t h i s  was  

d o n e  o n l y  on t h e  f r o n t  f a c a d e .  In m o s t  c a s e s  t h i s  i m i t a t i o n  s t o n e ­

work was  o n l y  n om i n a l  b u t  s o m e t i m e s  g r e a t  c a r e  was  t a k e n  t o  s i m u l a t e

it.

A l m o s t  w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n  t h e  f a v o u r i t e  way o f  maki ng  t h e  e x t e r n a l  

c o r n e r s  o f  a b u i l d i n g  was  q u o i n i n g .  In t h e  s i m p l e s t  c a s e ,  r a i s e d  

f l a t  b a n d s  o f  p l a s t e r  w e r e  u s e d  t o  i m i t a t e  t h e  l o n g  a nd s h o r t  o f  

c o r n e r  s t o n e w o r k .  On more  e l a b o r a t e  w o r k ,  r u s t i c a t e d  m a r g i n s  w e r e  

i n t r o d u c e d  o r  e v e n  v e r m i c u l a t i o n .  S o m e t i m e s  a s l i g h t l y  r a i s e d  

d i a m o n d  s h a p e  was  u s e d  a s  w e l l .

F a r e b r i c k ,  u s e d  w i t h  c e m e n t  d r e s s i n g s  o r  w i t h  s t o n e  on b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  

w o r k ,  be c am e v e r y  p o p u l a r  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s , e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  u s e  o f  

d a r k  r e d s  p o i n t e d  w i t h  w h i t e  o r  b l a c k  c e m e n t .  S u b s e q u e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s  

h a v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  p a i n t e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  s u r v i v e d ,  s o  

f e w  r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e .

A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was  a l s o  a v o g u e  f o r  i m i t a t i o n  f a c e b r i c k .  H er e  

t h e  p l a s t e r  w as  c o l o u r e d  a d e e p  b r i c k  r e d  and t h e n  g: o o v e d  b o t h  

h o r i z o n t a l l y  an d v e r t i c a l l y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  br c k w o r k .  I n t o  t h e s e  

g r o o v e s  was  l a i d  a r a i s e d  w h i t e  p o i n t i n g .  T h i s  c a n  be  d e c e p t i v e ,  

a s  i t  was  o b v i o u s l y  m e a n t  t o  be .

T e r r a  c o t t a  f a c i n g s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  v o g u e  i n  ^ r i t a i n  and A m e r i c a ,  w e r e  

i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  a r o u n d  1900^ 0 l ^. C o l o u r s  v a r y



f rom y e l l o w  b u f f  t o  e a r t h  r e d .  They w e r e  a l l  made i n  B r i t a i n  and 

s e n t  o u t  t o  Cape  Town.  The  hard i m p e r v i o u s  f i n i s h  made t he m an 

e x c e l l e n t  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  s t o n e .

J o i n e r y :

IN t h e  f i e l d  o f  j o i n e r y ,  w h a t  i s  p e r h a p s  r e m a r k a b l e  i s  t h e  c o n t i n ­

u i t y  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  c e r t a i n  p r o f i l e s  on t h e  commonl y u s e d  m o u l d i n g s .  

A r c h i t r a v e s  p r e s e r v e  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  same s h a p e  t h r o u g h o u t  s i x t y  

y e a r s .  T h i s  i s  shown g r a p h i c a l l y .  H o w e v e r , t h e y  do  d i m i n i s h  i n  

d e o t h  r e f l e c t i n g  a d e s i r e  t o  s a v e  mo ne y a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  e f r e c t .  

S e l e c t i o n  m o u l d i n g s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  show b o t h  an i n c r e a s e  i n  

s i z e  a nd  p r o f i l e ,  b e c o m i n g  v e r y  h e a v y .  The u s e  o f  a l i g h t l y  m o ul d e d  

b o t t o m  p a n e l  on f r o n t  d o o r s ,  a t y p i c a l  G e o r g i a n  t o u c h ,  was  r e p l a c e d  

by a b o l e c t i o n  m o u l d e d  p a n e l  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  a b o v e .  S k i r t i n g s  w e r e  

made i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  s i z e s  and had a common p r o f i l e .  A l m o s t  w i t h o u t  

e x c e p t i o n  a l l  j o i n e r y ,  t h a t  i s  d o o r s  a nd  w i n d o w s ,  m o u l d i n g s  e t c .  

w e r e  i m p o r t e d  r e a d y  m a d e , e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  uhe i 8 6 0  s .

D o o r s :

The f r o n t  d o o r s  o f  h o u s e s  w e r e  a l w a y s  t h e  m o s t  e l a b o r a t e .  A h a r d ­

wood s u c h  a s  t e a k  was g e n e r a l l y  u s e d  a l t h o u g h  p i n e  was  a l s o  u s e d ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  e v e n  o n  q u i t e  e x p e n s i v e  h o u s e s .  T h e r e  

w e r e  t wo  t y p e s  o f  d o o r ,  t h e  two l e a f  a nd  o n e  l e a f .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  a s c r i b e  a n y  p r i o r i t y  t o  e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e ,  q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  

h o u s e s  b e i n g  f o u n d  w i t h  s i n g l e  l e a f  d o o r s  and q u i t e  s m a l l  c o t t a g e s  

w i t h  d o u b l e  l e a f  o n e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a r g e r  b u i l d i n g s  i n e v i t a b l y  

had a mo r e  e l a b o r a t e  d o o r .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  d o u b l e  l e a f  s e e m s  

t o  h a v e  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  f a s h i o n  c o m p l e t e l y .  The s e m i - c i r c u l a r  o r  

e ! i ' j t i c a l  n l i g h t  w i t h  i t s  e l a b o r a t e  t r a c e r y  p e r s i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  

1 8 4 0 ‘ s  b u t ,  by  t h e  1 8 5 0 ’ s ,  t h e  s t r a i g h t - h e a d e d  f a n l i g h t  w i t h  s i m p l e  

r e c t i l i n e a r  s u b d i v i s i o n s  g e n e r a l l y  s e t  o u t  w i t h  s q u a r e s  i n  t h e  

c o r n e r s ,  was  i n  u s e .  T h i s  t y p e  p e r s i s t e d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  or  

some mo r e  d e c o r a t i v e  s h a p e s  "'n t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  d e c i d e  

when t h e r e  wa s  a t r e n d  t o w a r d s  r o u n d h e a d e d  f a n l i g h t s .  Nar ro w s i d e  

l i g h t s  r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r y  i n  l a r g e r  h o u s e s .  . ne  

t r e n d ,  a s  shown by t h e  e x a m p l e s ,  was  f r om  l i g h t ,  c o m p l e x  b u t  e l e g a n t  

d e s i g n s  t o  s i m p l e r  o n e s  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  be ca me  mor e  and mor e  e l a b o r ­

a t e ,  c h i e f l y  w i t h  m a c h i n e - m a d e  m o u l d i n g s .  T h i s  r e a c h e d  i t s  z e n i t h .
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a s  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  e l e m e n t s ,  a r o u n d  1 9 0 0 .

I n t e r n a l  D o o r s :

In t h e  b e t t e r  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  and 1 8 5 0 ' s ,  s i x - p a n e l  d o o r s  

r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e .  The m o u l d i n g  t o  t h e  p a n e l  was u s u a l l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  f r a me  and n o t  p l a n t e d  l i k e  l a t e r  wo r k.  D u r i n g  t h e  

1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h e  f o u r - p a n e l  d o o r  be c ame  t h e  n o rm ,  b e i n g  u s e d  w e l l  i n t o  

t h i s  c e n t u r y .  A s o f t w o o d  s u c h  a s  d e a l  o r  p i n e  wa s  g e n e r a l l y  u s e d .  

Common d o o r  s i z e s  w e r e :  2 ' 6 "  x 6 ' 6 " ( 7 5 0  x 2 , 000 mm)  and 2 , 8 “ x 6 ' 8 " 

( 8 0 0  x 2 , 0 5 0 m m ) .  E a r l i e r  d o o r s  s o m e t i m e s  w e n t  up t o  3 ' 0 "  (900mm) i n  

w i d t h .

In t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  i t  be came  p o p u l a r  t o  h a v e  g l a z e d  d o o r s  i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  

d i v i d i n g  o f f  t h e  s e r v i c e  p a r t  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  T h e s e  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  

s i n g l e  l e a f  w i t h  s i m p l e  r e c t i l i n e a r  t r a c e r y  i n  t h e  u p p e r  p a n e l , o f t e n  

w i t h  a s i m i l a r  f a n l i g h t  a b o v e .  The  g l a z i n g  was  o f  a r o u g h - c a s t ,  

o b s c u r e  g l a s s  w i t h  c o l o u r e d  o r  e m b o s s e d  g l a s s  s i d e  p a n e l s .

W i n d o w s :

The d o u b l e  a c t i o n  s l i d i n g  s a s h  was  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  w i nd o w t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  c e n t u r y .  E a r l y  w in d ow s  w e r e  e i t h e r  s i x  pa n e  ( 3  x 2 )  o r  t w e l v e  

p a i n  ( 3  x 4 )  d e p e n d i n g  on t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  w i nd ow.  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  

t h e  two p a n e  b e g a n  t o  be  u s e d  and by t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  e v e n  t h e  s m a l l e s t  

h o u s e s  i n  Tape Town had t h e m ,  i n  f r u n t  a t  l e a s t .  By t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s , t h e  

f u l l  p a n e  wi ndow was  s u p r e m e  b u t  a g a i n  m o s t l y  i n  f r o n t .  A c u r i o u s  

a s p e c t  o f  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s  was t h e  u s e  o f  a f u l l  

l o w e r  p a n e  w i t h  a s i x  l i g h t  p a n e  a b o v e .  T h i s  was  p r o b a b l y  a b e l a t e d  

g e n t u r e  t o  t h e  Queen Anne s t y l e .  C a s e m e n t  w in d o w s  i n  d o m e s t i c  work  

a r e  v e r y  r a r e ;  t h o s e  on t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e  G a r d e n s  C o t t a g e  s e em ed  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  f o r  s t y l i s t i c  r e a s o n s .  C a s e m e n t s  a r e  more  i n  

k e e p i n g  w i t h  a ' G o t h i c ' d e s i g n .

A m i x t u r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  wood s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  i n  t h e  

b e t t e r  i r k .  The s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t n e  S . A .  L i b r a r y  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  

f r a m e s  t o  be  o f  t h e  b e s t  r ed  o r  y e l l o w  d e a l  w i t h  s a s h e d  o f  t e a k .  

H o w e v e r , m o s t  wi nd ows  w e r e  o f  d e a l  o r  p i n e .  As w i t h  m o s t  i t e m s , 

c e r t a i n  s t a n d a r d  s i z e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e .  Some o f  t h e  common o n e s  

w e r e  6 "0"  x 3 ' 4 "  ( 1 , 8 0 0  x 1 , 0 0 0 m m ) ;  6 ' 6 " x  3 ' 8 " ;  6 ' 8 " x 2 ' 0 " ;

6 ' 8 " x 3 ' 0 " ;  6 ' 8 " x 3*4" and 6 ' 8 " x 3 ' 8 " .



380.
S h u t t e r s :

T h e s e  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  known a s  ' V e n e t i a n s '  and w e r e  u s u a l l y  f i t t e d  

i n  p a i r s  t o  m o s t  o f  t h e  rooms o f  a h o u s e ,  e v e n  on q u i t e  h u m bl e  home s.  

They r e m a i n e d  i n  u s e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r y .  T he y w e r e  a l m o s t  

a l w a y s  o f  a h ar d  wood s u c h  a s  t e a k ,  b u t  a l s o  c ame  i n  o i n e .  They  

w e r e  m o s t l y  i m p o r t e d  i n  s t a n d a r d  s i z e s  t o  m a t c h  t h e  w i n d o w s .

I n t e r n a l  S h u t t e r s :

T h e s e  w e r e  a G e o r g i a n  c u s t o m  w h i c h  s l o w l y  p a s s e d  o u t  o f  f a s h i o n .

T he y r e q u i r e d  e l a b o r a t e  w o r k m a n s h i p  a s  t h e  e x a m p l e  s h o w s .

Window S u r r o u n d s :

The t r e a t m e n t  o f  wi ndow s u r r o u n d s  on t h e  mor e  e l a b o r a t e  a r c h i t e c t ­

u r a l  w o r k s  h a s  b e e n  d e a l t  w i t h  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ^ 1 0 2 ) .  In t h i s  

s e c t i o n  I w i l l  o n l y  be  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  d o m e s t i c  s c a l e .

The s i m p l e  p u nc h e d  h o l e  t y p e  o f  wi ndow o p e n i n g  w i t h  no e l a b o r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  r e v e a l s ,  was  t h e  u s u a l  t r e a t m e n t  on m o s t  b u i l d i n g s  up u n t i l  

t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  and t h i s  l a s t e d  i n t o  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a d e s i r e  f o r  a more  f a s h i o n a b l e  a p p e a r a n c e  was m e t  by  t h e  

u s e  o f  s u c h  i t e m s  a s  hood m o u l d i n g s  and r a i s e d  m a r g i n s .  I t  was  a b o u t  

t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  b r a c k e t e d  c o r n i c e  came i n t o  f a s h i o n .  T h i s  l a s t e d  

i n t o  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s .  The e x a m p l e  shown i s  a c u r i o u s  h ood  m o u l d ­

i n g  o f  1 8 7 4 .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  a v a r i e t y  o f  r a i s e d  m a r g i n s  w e r e  

u s e d  on t h e  more  e l a b o r a t e  h o u s e ,  w h i l s t  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  a h u g e  v a r i e t y  

o f  r i c h l y  m o ul d e d  and p e d i m e n t e d  f o r m s  w e r e  u s e d  t o  f r a m e  t h e  wi ndow  

o p e n i n g .  The v a r i e t y  i s  b e w i l d e r i n g .  Even on q u i t e  h um bl e  d w e l l i n g s ,  

f l a t  p l a s t e r  b a n d s  we^e  f o r m e d  i n t o  c o m p l e x  s h a p e s  a r o u n d  t h e  wi ndow  

v o i d .

Shop W i n d o w s :

The s t o r y  o f  t h e  s h o p  wi nd ow i n  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  i s  q u i t e  s i m p l y  

t h a t  o f  b i g g e r  and b e t t e r .  I f  we c o m p a r e  t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  w h i c h  

s h o ws  s h o p  w i nd o w s  o f  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s and 1 8 5 0 ' s  i n  A d d e r l e y  S t r e e t ,  i t  

w i l l  be  s e e n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  o f  t h e  m u l t i - p a n e d  R e g e n c y  t y p e .

The n e x t  e x a m p l e  s hows  s h o p  f r o n t s  o f  c . 1 8 6 4  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  u s e  

o f  l a r g e  p a n e s  o f  p l a t e  g l a s s .  The l a r g e s t  p a n e s  seem t o  be  i n  

t h e  o r d e r  o f  4 '  x 7 1 ( 1 , 2 0 0  x 2 , 1 0 0 m m ) .  In t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  e v e n  l a r g e r
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p a n e s  w e r e  u s e d  b u t  t h e  wod th  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  s t i l l  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  

41 t 0  51 ( 1 , 2 0 0  -  1 , 500mm) .  I t  was  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ‘ s  t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  t r u l y  e n o r m o u s  s h e e t s  w e r e  u s e d ,  f i r s t l y  on t h e  new l a r g e  

s t o r e s  i n  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t .  P a n e s  a s  l a r g e  a s  10 '  x  7" ( 3 , 0 0 0  x 

2 , 10 0 mm ) w e r e  u s e d  on G a r l i c k s  i n  1 8 9 2 '  y •

G l a s s :

T h i s  was  y e t  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t e d  i t e m ,  m o s t l y  f r o m  B r i t a i n  b u t  German 

and B e l g i a n  g l a s s  i s  m e n t i o n e d ' l 0 '1 ^

In t h e  1 8 4 0 ‘ s ,  Crown g l a s s  was  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  o n l y  t y p e  u s e d  a t  t h e  

C a p e .  I t  was  made by m o l t e n  g l a s s  b e i n g  f o r m e d  i n t o  c i r c u l a r  p l a t e s  

o f  f o u r  t o  f i v e  f e e t  i n  d i a m e t e r .  From t h i s  t h e  p a n e s  w e r e  c u u .

The l a r g e s t  s q u a r e s  p r o d u c e d  by  t h i s  m e t h o d  w e r e  33 x 25 . i t  

w as  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h r e e  q u a l i t i e s  and s o l d  by t h e  c r a t e ,  t h e  p r i c e  

b e i n g  t h e  same b u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  i n  t h e  number o f  t a b l e s  

c o n t a i n e d ^ 1 0 5 P l a t e  g l a s s ,  t h a t  i s  g l a s s  c a s t  i n  l a r g e  s h e e t s  

and p o l i s h e d ,  was  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  1 8 4 0 ‘ s ,  b u t  was  e x p e n s i v e '

The  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  e x c . s e  d u t y  i n  1 8 * 5  s t i m u l a t e d  a g r e a t  demand  

f o r  g l a s s  a nd a h u g e  v a r i e t y  o f  t y p e s  w as  m a n u f a c t u r e d  by t h e  

1 8 7 0 ‘ s .  In 1 8 7 6 ,  t h r e e  m ai n  t y p e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  E n g l a n d :  c r o w n ,

s h e e t  and p l a t e  ( 1 0 7 ) .  The p r o d u c t i o n  m e t h o d  o f  c r o w n  had n o t  

c h a n g e d  b u t  s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  s h e e t s ,  up t o  38" x 24" w e r e  n o t  a v a i l ­

a b l e .  S h e e t  g l a s s  was  for me d by  b l o w i n g  a c y l i n d e r ,  c u t t i n g  i t  

o p e n  a nd f l a t t e n i n g  i t  o u t .  The  b e s t  q u a l i t y  was p a t e n t  p l a t e  w h i c h  

w a s  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  g l a s s .  I t  was s o l d  by  w e i g h t ,  e . g .  15 o u n c e s  

t o  4 ? o u n c e s  p e r  s q u a r e  f o o t .  T h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  q u a l i t i e s .  The max-  

imum s i z e s  v a r i e d  f ro m 55" x  36" t o  75" x  45" ( 1 , 3 8 0  x  9 0 0 m  t o  

1 , 9 0 0  x 1 , 12 5mm) .  P l a t e  g l a s s  i t s e l f  w as  a v a i l a b l e  i n  s i z e s  up t o  

8 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  and came i n  two q u a l i t i e s .  I t s  u s u a l  t h i c k n e s s  was  

i "  ( 6 .1m ) ,  b u t  t h i c k e r  was o b t a i n a b l e .  B e s i d e s  c l e a r  p l a t e  t h e r e  

w a s  r o u g h  p l a t e  f o r  u s e  i n  r o o f i n g ,  s k y l i g h t s ,  e t c .  I t  was  n o t  

p o l i s h e d .  T h e r e  was  a l s o  p a t e n t  r o u g h p l a t e  w h i c h  was  an o b s c u r e  

g l a s s .  I t  was a l s o  made i n  a f l u t e d  v a r i e t y .

B e s i d e s  t h e s e ,  t h e r e  was c o l o u r e d  g l a s s ,  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m t h e  . 3 4 0  s 

o n w a r d s .  T h i s  was  o b t a i n a b l e  i n  p l a i n  c o l o u r s  s u c h  a s  r e d ,  v i o l e t ,  

b l u e  and g r e e n .  From t h e  1 8 6 0 ‘ s ,  a l s o  o b t a i n a b l e  i n  Cape  Town,  w e r e



r
3 6 2 .

o r n a m e n t a l  and e m b o s s e d  g l a s s e s .  T h e s e  u s u a l l y  had sma , p a t t e .  

c u t  i n t o  t h e  c o l o u r e d  b a c k g r o u n d ,  o r  c a s t  i n .  T h e y  w e r e  v e r y  p o p u l a r  

f r o m t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  on  i n  F r e n c h  d o o r s  o r  g l a z e d  p a s s a g e  d o o r s  and  

e v e n t u a l l y  i n  t h e  s m a l l  l o z e n g e - s h a p e d  v e r a n d a h  e nd w i n d o w ,  w h i c h  

b e c a m e a l e i t m o t i f  o f  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  v e r n a c u l a r .

The s i z e s  o f  p a n e s  a v a i l a b l e  v a r i e d  e n o r m o u s l y  and a h u g e  r a n g e  was  

i m p o r t e d ;  o n l y  a f e w  t y p i c a l  w i l l  b e  g i v e n ,  b u t  s u f f i c e  i t  i s  t o  

s a y  t h a t  s i z e s  i n c r e a s e d  v a s t l y  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  s t u d i e d .  In 1 8 2 _

7" x 9" ( 1 7 5  x 225mm) was  common.  In  1 8 4 5 ,  93" x 71" ( 2 4 4  x mmj,

101" X a r  ( 2 6 3  x 207mm),  a nd 1 2 ) "  x  101"  ( 3 1 6  x  2 5 6 m )  wa s  a v a i l a b l e  

w h i l e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  a s  l a r g e  a s  16" x  14" ( 4 0 0  x 350mm)was  

i m p o r t e d .  By 1 8 5 8 ,  s i z e s  v a r y i n g  f r o m  24" x 15" ( 6 0 0  ^ 3  m  , 3 0  x 

9" ( 7 5 0  x  2 2 5 m ) ,  40" x 28" ( 1 , 0 0 0  x 700mm) t o  6 0"  x  18 (1 , 5 0 0  x

4 5 0 m )  a nd  55" x 45" (1 , 3 7 5  x 1 ,125mm) was  o b t a i n a b l e .  A P ^ e  g l a s s  

r a n g i n g  f rom 50'  x 30" ( 1 , 2 5 0  x  7 5 0 m )  t o  75" x  60" ( 1 , 8 7 5  x  1 ,5 00 mm ,  

wa s  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  1 8 6 5 .  In 1 8 7 7  s i z e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  7" x 9" t o  x 

30" w e r e  s t i l l  commonl y a v a i l a b l e .

S i z e s  a c t u a l l y  u s e d  In  » i n d o » s  t h a t  I h a v e  m e a s u r e d  a r e  a s  W o w s :

12" x  9" ( c . 1 8 5 0 ) 1  14" x 12" ( c . 1 8 7 4 ) 1  12" x  18" ( c . 1 8 7 7 ) 1  16 X 3 2 )

( c . 1 8 9 9 ) ;  30" x 36" ( c . 1 8 9 0 ) .

C o s t ,  I h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f o l l o w  a c c u r a t e l y ,  b u t  i n  1 8 3 7 ,  a 12" x 

10" c o s t  1 / 3  w h i c h  m ea nt  a t o t a l  o f  1 5 / -  f o r  g l a z i n g  a 12  p a n e  w i n d o w ,  

a l a r g e  i t e m ,  e q u a l  t o  a b o u t  3 d a y s  p a y  f o r  a s k i l l e d  workman.

C e i l i n g s :

T he  u s u a l  f o r m  o f  c e i l i n g  i n  t h e  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

be  t h a t  made o f  l a t h  and p l a s t e r  ( ^ ) .  S t r i p s  o f  w oo d en  l a t h e s  

a b o u t  1J" x i "  ( 3 8  x 6 m ) ,  w e r e  n a i l e d  d i r e c t  t o  t h e  j o i s t s  o r  t i e -  ^  

b ea ms  a t  c l o s e  c e n t r e s  t o  f o r m  a k e y  f o r  a t wo  c o a t  p l a s t e r  f i n i s h  

T h i s  w as  g e n e r a l l y  a b o u t  1$" (38mm) i n  t h i c k n e s s .  I t  was  s t i l l  i n  

u s e  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s :  b u t  by t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p l e t e l y  

o u s t e d  by t i m b e r  b o a r d i n g ,  e v e n  i n  h i g h  c l a s s  wor k e . g .  H a w t h o r n d e n .

C o r n i c e s  w e r e  f o r m e d  i n - s i t u ,  o f t e n  o f  d e c o r a t i v e  p a t t e r n s .  T h i s  was  

o n e  o f  t h e  l a s t  a r e a s  o f  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  t o  be  p r a c t i s e d  a t  t n e  Ca p e .

IN t h e  b e s t  r o o m s , c e i l i n g  r o s e t t e s  o f  e l a b o r a t e  c h a r a c t e r  w e r e  

f o r m e d ;  a p r o - 1 8 8 0  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  S . A . L i b r a r y
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s h o ws  a p a i r  o f  t h e s e .

C e i l i n g  r o s e t t e s  o f  papier  mache and ca rt on  p ie r r e  imported from 

England . e r e  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e  and used.  T h « s h o . n  i s  an example  

e x h i b i t e d  a t  t h e  Great E x h ib i t io n  o f  1 8 5 1 '  "

' P l o u g h e d  a nd  g r o o v e d '  c e i l i n g  b o a r d i n g  was  a v a i l a b l e  f r om  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  

a nd w a s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  c e i l i n g  by  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  I t  w as  u s u a l l y  i n  t h e  

f o r m o f  m a t c h b o a r d i n g .  6" ( 1 5 2 m )  i n  w i d t h ,  w i t h  a dummy g r o o v e  m  

t h e  c e n t r e ^ : ) .  M a t c h b o a r d i n g  o f  o n l y  i "  (13mm) i n  t h i c k n e s s  was  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s  ( 1 1 3 ) . I t s  r e l a t i v e  c h e a p n e s s  and e a s e  o f  

e r e c t i o n  e n s u r e d  i t s  p o p u l a r i t y .  P r e - c u t  m o u l d e d  woo den c o r n i c e s  

o f  v a r i o u s  s i z e s ,  r a n g i n g  f r om  1 ) '  (38mm) t o  6" ( 1 5 2 m ) ,  w e r e  u s e d  

t o  f i n i s h  t h e  c e i l i n g .  In t h e  j e s t  rooms o f  l a r g e r  h o u s e s ,  q u i t e  

e l a b o r a t e  d e s i g n s  w e r e  f o rm ed  on t h e  c e i l i n g  by t h e  u s e  o f  m o u l d e d ^  

t i m b e r  s e c t i o n s .  T h e s e  w e r e  t h e n  o f t e n  p a i n t e d  i n  r i c h  c o l o u r s

In r u r a l  a r e a s ,  c a l i c o  c e i l i n g s  w e r e  s t i l l  u s e d ,  o f t e n  a s  a t e m p o r a r y  

m e a s u r e .

P r e s s e d  m e t a l  c e i l i n g s  do n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  c ome  i n t o  g e n e r a l  u s e  

i n  Ca pe  Town u n t i l  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s ( l l o ) . T h e s e  w e r e  i n  e m b o s s e d  p l a t e s  

a b o u t  2 ‘ 0" (600mm) s q u a r e  and f i t t e d  t o g e t h e r  t o  f orm p a t t e r , s  and  

d e s i g n s .  De ep p r e s s e d  m e t a l  c o r n i c e s  o f  e q u a l  e l a b o r a t i o n  c o m p l e t e d  

t h e  e f f e c t .  T he y p r o v i d e d  a r i c h ,  i f  s o m e w h a t  m e c h a n i c a l  c e i l i n g .

As w a s  u s u a l , a v a s t  v a r i e t y  was  a v a i l a b l e .

C e i l i n g  h e i g h t s  v a r i e d  b u t  g r o u n d  f l o o r  c e i l i n g s  w e r e  s e l d o m  l e s s  

t h a n  1 1 ' 0 "  ( 3 , 2 m  ) ,  more  u s u a l l y  1 2 ' 0 " ( 3 , 6 m ) ,  and s o m e t i m e s  a s  much

a s  1 4 ' 0 "  ( 4 , 2 m ) .  Uppe r  f l o o r s  v a r i e d  f r o m  lO'O" ( 3 , 1 5 m )  t o  1 2 ' 0 '

( 3 , 6 m ) .

The s u s p e n d e d  t i m b e r  f l o o r  was  by f a r  t h e  m o s t  common.  The m a t e r i a l  

u s e d  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y  was  g e n e r a l l y  memel b u t  t o w a r d s  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  had b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by N c r t n  A m e r i c a n  p i n e .  A t y p i c a l  

s i z e  o f  b o a r d i n g  u s e o  i n  1 8 5 8  was  6 ) "  x  1 ^ / 8 "  ( 1 6 5 m  x 2 8 m )  a l t h o u g h  

gii x i " ( 2 2 5  x 25mm) d e a l s  w e r e  common i n  c h e a p e r  work . vhe 

1 8 9 0 ' s ,  6" x  1" ( 1 5 2  x 25mm) t o n g u e d  and g r o o v e d  b o a r d i n g  was  

s t a n d a r d .  T h e s e  b o a r d s  w e r e  n a i l e d  t o  j o i s t s  s e t  12" (300mm) a p a r t .  

The j o i s t s  v a r i e d  i n  s i z e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s p a n ,  b u t  w e r e  s e l d o m
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l e s s  t h a n  41" x 3" ( 1 1 8  x 75mm) and s o m e t i m e s  a s  much a s  9" x 6"

( 2 2 5  x 152mm).  The j o i s t s  s p a n n e i  f r o m w a l l  p l a t e  ( g e n e r a l l y  

41" x 3 " )  t o  w a l l  p l a t e .  I t  was  u s u a l l y  s u p p o r t e d  on s l e e p e r  w a l l s  

o r  p i e r s  a t  6* t o  7 '  ( 1 , 8 3 0  t o  2 , 10 0mm)  i n t e r v a l s .  The  u n d e r f l o o r  

s p a c e  had t o  be  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  t i m b e r s  r o t t i n g  and a 

Cape Town b y e l  aw o f  1 8 9 9  r e q u i r e d  t h i s  t o  o e  a minimum o f  2 '  ( 60 0mm) .

Up pe r  f l o o r s  w e r e  a l s o  o f  t i m b e r ,  t h e  b o a r d i n g  b e i n g  o f  t h e  same  

s i z e  and t h i c k n e s s  a s  b e l o w .  J o i s t s  w e r e  a l s o  p l a c e d  a t  12" (300mm)  

c e n t r e s  b u t  a s  c l e a r  s p a n s  w e r e  r e q u i r e d ,  d e e p e r  t i m b e r  s e c t i o n s  

w e r e  u s e d .  A r o u g h  r u l e  o f  thumb s e e m s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  1" (25mm, o f  

d e p t h  o f  t i m b e r  f o r  12" (300mm) o f  s p a n ( 1 1 8 j ; t h u s  a s p a n  o f  2 2 '

( 6 , 6 m )  r e q u i r e d  an 11" (275mm) t i m b e r .  The w i d t n  was  s t a n d a r d i s e d

a t  2" (50mm).

E n c a u s t i c  t i l e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  p r o d u c e d  by  M i n t o n s ,  be ca me  p o p u l a r  

i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ^  ^ ; p r e v i o u s l y  t h e y  had b e e n  u s e d  o n l y  i n  

c h u r c h e s ^ 21̂ . T h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  u s e  wa_, i n  e n t r a n c e  h a l l s  and  

p a s s a g e s  b u t  l a t e r ,  s t o e p s  w e r e  f i n i s h e d  w i t h  them a n d ,  f i n a l l y ,  

p a t n s .  The y  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  c o l o u r s ,  t h e  m o s t  p o p u ­

l a r  b e i n g  o c h r e s  and e a r t h  r e d s .  U s u a l l y  t h e y  w e r e  s e t  i n  a 

r e p e t i t i v e ,  g e o m e t r i c  p a t t e r n  w i t h  a b o r d e r .  B r i c k  f l o o r s ,  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e  p o o r  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  l o c a l  b r i c k ,  w e r e  s e l d o m  u s e d .  F l o a t e d  

c o n c r e t e  f l o o r s  w e r e  a l s o  e x p e n s i v e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t e d  c e m e n t  

b u t  w e r e  u s e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s  k i t c h e n  f l o o r s ^  L i n o l e u m  was

i n  u s e  f rom a t  l e a s t  1 8 9 0 ^ 2l"1 -

F i r e p l a c e s :

The i m p o r t e d  c a s t - i r o n  g r a t e  o r  ' r e g i s t e r  s t o v e '  c o n t i n u e d  i n  u n i v e r s a l  

u s e  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  e l e g a n c e  o f  t h e  G e o r g i a n  m o d e l s  

g i v i n g  way t o  t h e  more  s o l i d  t y p e s  t y p i c a l  o f  H igh  V i c t o r i a n  d e s i g n .

The s e m i - c i r c u l a r  h e ad  i n  v a r i o u s  d e s i g n s  w e r e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  i n  t n e  

1 8 7 0 ' s  and 1 8 8 0 ' s .  In t h e  e a r l y  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  s q u a r e - h e a d e d  g r a t e  w i t h

an i n s e t  o f  c e r a m i c  t i l e s  i n  t h e  s p l a y e d  s i d e s  was f a s h i o n a b l e  and i s

f o u n d  i n  t h e  ' b e s t '  rooms o f  t h e  t i m e .

The f i r e p l a c e  s u r r o u n d  was  o f  two t y p e s ,  o n e  o f  wood and t h e  o t h e r

o f  i m p o r t e d  m a r b l e .  E a r l i e r  s u r r o u n d s ,  s u c n  a s  t h o s e  shown a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  o f  wood and s t i l l  h a v e  d e l i c a t e  G e o r g i a n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

s u c h  a s  r o u n d e l s ,  w h e r e a s  l a t e r  d e s i g n s  a r e  r o b u s t  c o n c o c t i o n '

ILL 4 3 2
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m a c h i n e  c u t  t i m b e r .  P r e f a b r i c a t e d  m a r b l e  s u r r o u n d s  v a r i e d  f rom  

b e i n g  q u i t e  p l a i n  t o  e l a b o r a t e ,  d e p e n d i n g  on w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  u s e d .

T h e i r  c o l o u r  v a r i e d  f rom w h i t e - g r e y  t o  d a r k  l i v e r - r e d .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  ILL 433B  

t h e r e  wa s  a t o u c h  o f  p o l y c h r o m y .

The f i r e p l a c e  w i t h  some s o r t  o f  m i r r o r  o v e r m a n t l e  was  i n v a r i a b l y  t h e  

c h i e f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  rooms  o f  m o s t  h o u s e s .

S t a i r s :

The t i m b e r  d o g - l e g  s t a i r c a s e  was  t h e  g e n e r a l  f or m o f  s t a i r c a s e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  h o u s e s ,  w h e r e  i t  w as  u s u a l l y  o f  u n e q u a l  l e n g t h s  s o  

a s  t o  g i v e  h ° a d ro om  u n d e r  che  l a n d i n g ' 1 ^ .  Windows w e r e  o f t e n  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e s e  l a n d i n g s .  The  g e n e r a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  

s t a i r  w a s  o f  b o x e d  s o f t w o o d  t r e a d ?  and r i s e r s  c a r r i e o  on a w a l l ,  

and o u t s i d e  s t r i n g e r s  p l a n n i n g  b e t w e e n  l a n d i n g  b e a m s .  W i d t h s  

v a r i e d  b e t w e e n  2 ' 6 "  (750mm) a n ,  4 ' 6 "  ( 1 , 3 5 0 m m ) .  A t y p i c a l  t r e a d  

was 10" (250mm) w i t h  a 1" (25mm) o v e r l a p .  R i s e r s  w e r e  g e n e r a l l y  i n  

t h e  o r d e r  o f  6$" (16 5mm) .  S e r v i c e  s t a i r s  w e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  much 

n a r r o w e r  and s t e e p e r .  E a r l i e r  n e we l  p o s t s , a l t h o u g h  t u r n e d  t o  g i v e  

a p r o f i l e ,  w e r e  q u i t e  l i g h t .  L a t e r  o n e s  w e r e  o f t e n  m a s s i v e  a f f a i r s .

B a l u s t e r s  a l s o  s h a r e d  t h i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a s  t h e y  w e r e  p l a i n  t i m ­

b e r  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  o r d e r  o f  £" x ( 1 3  x 13mm).  L a t e r  b a l u s t e r s  

a r e  u s u a l l y  h e a v i e r  and w e r e  t u r n e d .  In t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e s  f r om  t h e  

1 8 8 0 ' s  o n w a r d s ,  c a s t - i r o n  ‘ l u s t e r s  w e r e  o f t e n  u s e d ^ " t / . D u r i n g  

t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  s t a i r c a s e s  w e r e  w . u a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  e l a b o r a t e  

h a l l  s c r e e n s

Bay Wi ndows  and G a b l e s :

T h e s e  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  t o g e t h e r  a s  i n  t h e i r  m o s t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f orm ILL 4 3 4

t h e y  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l y  w e l d e d  t o g e t h e r .

As d e s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  p r o m i n e n t ,  f r o n t - g a b l e d  r o o f  i s  r a r e  i n

Cape do me st i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  b e fo re  the  mi d 1 8 7 0 ' s .  A ft e r  t h i s ,  i t

be came  i n c r e a s i n g l y  common,  and by t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  i t  was  a l e i t - m o t i f  o f

t h e  t y p i c a l  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  h o u s e ,  p e r s i s t i n g  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h

c e n t u r y .  The e a r l i e r  g a b l e s  w e r e  g i v e n  e l a b o r a t e  wooden b a r g e -  ILL 434A

b o a r d s  a nd  f i n i a l s ,  a s  shown i n  t h e  e x a m p l e s .  A f t e r  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,

t h e  s t y l i s t i c  t r e a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  g a b l e  be came  l i n k e d  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e

bay w i n d o w  t h a t  was  i n v a r i a b l y  p l a c e d  b e l o w  i t .  An e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s

I
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was t h e  h a l f  t i m b e r e d  g a b l e t  f o u n d  on t h e  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s .

The b a y  w i n d o w ,  t h a t  d e s i d e r a t u m  o f  V i c t o r i a n  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  

i s  r a r e  i n  Cape h o u s e s  b e f o r e  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  o n l y  b e i n g  f o u n d  on  

s u b s t a n t i a l  v i l l a s  o f  t h e  m i d - c e n t . i r y .  E x a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  a r e  20  

B r ed a  S t r e e t .  T a u n t o n  House  and Dock H o u s e .  T h i s  i s  a l m o s t  c e r t a i n ­

l y  d u e  t o  t h e  t w i n  f a c t o r s  o f  c o s t  and l a c k  o f  l o c a l  b u i l d i n g  s k i l l .

Even i n  N o r t h  Am e r i c a  i t  was  t h e n  r e c k o n e d  a c o s t l y  i t e r , / ' ^ .  The  

s t a n d a r d  f o r m  o f  bay  wi ndow was a s e m i - o c t a g o n ,  w i t h  a l a r g e  wi nd ow  

f l a n k e d  by two s m a l l e r  o n e s  i n  t h e  s p l a y e d  w a l l s .  In t h e  e a r l i e r  ILL 3 1 6

f o r m s ,  t h e  b a y  i s  p l a c e d  on t h e  s . d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e  s o  a s  n o t  t o  

d i s t u r b  t h e  s y m m e t r y .  The u s u a l  f o r m  o f  r o c f i n g  was  t o  p l a c e  a 

s t e e p l y - p i t c h e d  l e a n  t o  o r  f l a t  g a l v a n i s e d  o r  z i n c  r o o f  o v e r  t h e  b a y  ILL 31 6

The o t h e r  t r e a t m e n t  wa s  t o  g i v e  i t  a f l a t  r o c f  a nd p a r a p e t .  By t h e  ILL 3 2 9

e a r l y  1 8 8 0 ' s , i t  had s p r e a d  t o  t h e  s m a l l e r  v i l l a  w h e r e  i t  became  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g a b l e .

For e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  g a b l e  a nd b ay  w i nd ow

e n s e m b l e  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s ,  s e e  e x a m p l e s  s h ow n .  By t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  how-  ILL 4 3 5

e v e r ,  t h e  v a r i e t y  b e c o m e s  b e w i l d e r i n g  and o n l y  a f e w  e x a m p l e s  a r e

s h o wn .  Ab o ut  t h i s  t i m e  a c h e a p e r  f o rm  o f  b ay  wi ndo w was  e v o l v e d  by

c a r r y i n g  t h e  s e m i - o c t a g o n a l  f o r m up t o  t h e  r o ^ f ,  w h i c h  was  t h e n

c a r r i e d  o v e r  i t .  D u r i n g  t h i s  c i m e ,  a l a s t  i n n o v a t i o n  came i n t o

b e i n g .  T h i s  was t h e  c u r v i l i n e a r  g a b l e ,  d e r i v e d  f a i r l y  d i r e c t l y  f r o m

c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  T h i s  r e a c h e d  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  ILL 4 3 5

h e i g h t s  o f  d e c o r a t i v e  e x u b e r a n c e  i n  p l a s t e r  and p r e - c a s t  o r n a m e n t .

The V e r a n d a h :

V e r a n d a h s  i n v a r i a b l y  f o r m e d  a d i s t i n c t l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  s t r u c t u r a l  ILL 4 3 6

e l e m e n t  and s c  c o u l d  be  t r e a t e d  i n  a w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  way s  w h i c h  w e r e  ILL 4 3 7

mor e  d e p e n d e n t  on f a s h i o n  and me ans  t h a n  on o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  As t h e  

i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  i n  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i s  d e a l t  

w i t h  e l s e w h e r e ,  h e r e  I w i l l  be  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i t s  s t r u c t u r a l  f o r m s  

and t h e  m a t e r i a l s  u s e d .

Wood wa s  by  f a r  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  a nd w i d e l y  u s e d  m a t e r i a l  t h r o u g h o u t  

t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  Two d i s t i n c t  l i n e s  o f  t r e a t m e n t  c a n  be  a s c e r t a i n e d .

T h i s  was  b a s e d  o - t h e  t y p e  o f  wood u s e d .



Teakwo v e r a n d a h s  o f  t h e  l a t t i c e  wo r k and t r e l l i s  t y p e  w h i c h  

o r i g i n a t e d  i n  t h e  K  and w h o s e  e v o l u t i o n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  h a v e  

b e e n  t r a c e d  a t  some l e n g t h  by L e w c o c k  c o n t i n u e d  i n  p o p u l a r i t y

i n t o  t h e  1 8 5 0 % ,  b u t  by  t h e  l a t e  1 8 7 0 ' s  had b e c o m e  l i g h t  s i n g l e  

s t o r e y e d  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  e l e g a n t  l a t t i c e w o r k .  By t h e  m i d - l 3 8 0 ' s ,  

t h e y  had d i s a p p e a r e d  c o m p l e t e l y ,  o u s t e d  by c a s t - i r o n  o r  h e a v i e r  

wood s t r u c t u r  •>.

v e r a n d a h s  o f  s o f t w o o d  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  o f  a s i m p l e  p o s t  and beam 

v a r i e t y ,  s u c h  a s  t h o s e  f o u n d  on t h e  c o t t a g e  o r n e e .  D e c o r a t i o n  was  

c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  v a l a n c e  b o a r d s .  O f t e n  i n  t h e  mo r e  u t i l i t a r i a n  w o r k ,  

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  was  e q u a l l y  u t i l i t a r i a n .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  d e c o r a ­

t i v e  b r a c k e t s ,  o f t e n  o f  a v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  s h a p e ,  w e r e  a d d e d .  D u r i n g  

t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  t h i s  e v o l v e d  i n t o  a f u l l y  b lo wn  s t i c k  s t y l e  i n  t n e  more  

e l a b o r a t e ,  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n s .  Her e  s q u a r e  s e c t i o n e d ,  m a c h i n e -  

c u t  t i m b e r s  w e r e  c o m p o s e d  i n t o  a v a r i e t y  o f  g e o m e t r i c  p a t t e r n s .

S i m p l e r  v e r s i o n s  a r e  f o u n d  i n  g o v e r n m e n t  work o f  t h e  t i m e .  D u r i n g  

t he  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t u r n e d  t i m b e r  p o s t s  w i t h  p r e - c u t  f r e t w o r k  

came i n t o  f a s h i o n  t o  s u i t  t h e  mo r e  e l a b o r a t e  t a s t e  o f  t h e  t i m e .  The  

' s t i c k  s t y l e '  p e r s i s t e d  i n t o  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  and 1 8 9 0 ' s ,  i r o n  g a s - p i p e  s e c t i o n s  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  

v e r a n d a h  c o l u m n s .  T h e s e  w e r e  o f  2" t o  3" ( 5 0  t o  75mm) i n  d i a m e t e r ,  

u s u a l l y  c o m p l e t e l y  p l a i n  b u t  o c c a s i o n a l l y  w i t h  s m a l l  w r o u g h t  i r o n

b r a c k e t s .

E a r l y  v e r a n d a h  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  o f t e n  q u i t e  s u b s t a n t i a l  and t h e r e f o r e  

e x p e n s i v e .  The  t e a k w o o d  f r a me  w i t h  a z i n c  r o o f  was t h e  m o s t  common.  

The a d v e n t  o f  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  s i m p l i f i e d  t h e  r o o f ,  w h i l s t  t h e  u s e  o f  

c u r v e d  s e c t i o n s  f rom t h e  m i d - 1 8 7 0 ' s  e n a b l e d  s u c h  a l i g h t  a nd chec  

f o rm  t o  be e v o l v e d  t h a t  i t  came w i t h i n  t h e  r e a c h  o f  m o s t  t y p e s  o f  

h o u s e s ,  new and e x i s t i n g .  ( S e e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  f o r  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  

t y p i c a l  s e c t i o n s  u s e d  in t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ) .

L i g h t  c a s t - i r o r  c o l u m n s  w e r e  u s e d  i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  t o  s u p p o r t  v e r a n d a h s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r y ;  e x a m p l e s  f r o m  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s and 1 8 6 0 ' s  w e r e  m  

e x i s t e n c e .  H o w e v e r , t h e s e  w e r e  a l l  o f  t h e  l o a d - b e a r i n g , s t r u c t u r a l  

t y p e  w i t h o u t  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  d e c o r a t ’ v e  b r a c k e t s  o f  t h e  l a t e r ,  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  v e r a n d a h  p o l e s .  Col umns  o f  v a r i o u s  l e n g t h s  

and d e s i g n s  a r e  t o  be f o u n d  a d v e r t i s e d  i n  n e w s p a p e r s  f rom t n e  l a t e



1 8 6 0 ' s  o n .  O r n am en t a l  c o l u m n s  f o r  v e r a n d a h s  a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  M c F a r l a n d ' s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  o f  1 8 7 9 ^ 2 8 ^,  

b u t  t h e r e  i s  no s u r v i v i n g  i r o n w o r k  o f  t h i s  t y p e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  c .  8 8 2  

and no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p h o t o g r a p h s  o r  s k e t c h e s  o f  i t s  

u s e  e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h i s .  Some o f  t h e  f i r s t  e x a m p l e s  o f  o r n a m e n t a l  

c a s t  i r o n  a s  u s e d ,  a r e  o f  a s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  t r e l l i s  wo rk  t y p e x l 2 9 ) .

The more  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  c o l u mn  w i t h  b r a c k e t  a nd b a l c c n y  p a n e l s  a p p e a r  

t o  h a v e  c ome  i n t o  u s e  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 3 0 ' s ,  e . g .  B e r t r a m  P l a c e .  <^  

1 8 9 0 ' s  a nd t h e  f i r . i  f e w  y e a r s  o f  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  w e r e  t h e  h e y - t e y  

o f  i t s  u s e .  The m o s t  t y p i c a l  e x a m p l e s  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  c o l u m n s , b r a c k e t s ,  

p a n e l s  an d f r i e z e s  d a t e  f rom t h i s  t i m e .  O u t s i d e  Cape  Town a g a i n  i t

was  a r o u n d  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h a t  i t  came i n t o  v o g u e ,  v i z .  a t

O u t d t s h o o r n .

From 1 9 0 0 ^ 3 0 ^, a l o c a l  v a r i e t y  w as  p r o d u c e d  by M e s s r s ,  Hudson and  

H o p k i n s  a t  t h e  P h o e n i x  i r o n  Works .  T he y p r o d u c e d  a w h o l e  r a n g e ,  o f

w h i c h  a number  o f  e x a m p l e s  remai n^*  P r o d u c t s  o f  t h i s  f o u n d r y

a r e  f o u n d  r e g i o n a l l y .  Most  o f  t h e  i t e m s  shown i n  t h e  c a t a l o g u e  o f  

c .  1 9 0 3 ^  3 2 ; h a v e  an A u s t r a l i a n  o r i g i n ,  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  c o m i n g  f rom  

McLeans F o u n d r y ,  Mev o u r n e .  T h i s  a r g u e s  s t r o n g l y  f o r  e i t h e r  Hudson  

o r  H o p k i n s  h a v i n g  w o r ke d  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  f o u n d r y  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  

i n  Cape T o w t i ^ 3 3 L

U n t i l  c .  1 9 0 3 , a l l  c a s t - i r o n  wa s  i m p o r t e d  and e v e n  a f t e r  t h i s  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  s t i l l  came f r o m  B r i t a i n .  M c F a r l a n e  o f  G l a s g o w  seem t o  h a v e  

b e e n  t h e  c h i e f  s u p p l i e r s ,  b u t  o t h e r s  w e r e  t h e  F a l k i r k  I r o n  Company  

and t h e  Sun F o u n d r y ,  G l a s g o w .  T h e r e  w as  a l s o  some E n g l i s h  c a s t -  

i r o n  and a t  l e a s t  o n e  s u r v i v i n g  e x a m p l e  f r o m  t h e  a b o v e  m e n t i o n e d  

McLeans o f  M e l b o u r n e ^ 3 4 ’ .

Around 1 9 1 0 ,  t h e r e  w as  a r a p i d  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  c a s t -  

i r s o n  a s  o n l y  r u r a l  e x a m p l e s  a r e  f o u n d  a f t e r  t h i s .  C a s t - i r o n  was  

a l w a y s  a r e l a t i v e l y  e x p e n s i v e  i t e m  a nd was  o f t e n  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  d e c o r a t i v e  t i m b e r  wor k.  A c h e a p e r  f o r m o f  v e r a n d a h  was t o  h a v e  

a c a s t - i r o n  l o w e r  s t r u c t u r e  and a wo oden u p p e r  b a l c o n y .  O f t e n  w oo d en  

b r a c k e t s  w e r e  u s e d  w i t h  c a s t - i r o n  c o l u m n s  and e v e n  c a s t - i r o n  b r a c k e t s  

w i t h  w oo d en  c o l u m n s .

S a n i t a r y  f i t t i n g s :

3 6 8 .

I L L . 3 1 8  

I L L . 3 8 5

I L L . 4 0 2

P a t e n t  w a t e r  c l o s e t s  o f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  a nd u s e d  t h r o u g h -



o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e r e  a t  f i r s t  f o u n d  i n  p u b l i c  

b u i l d i n g s ^  ^ , and i n  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  mor e  a f f l u e n t .  In Cape  

Town i t s e l f  t h e i r  w i d e s p r e a d  a d o p t i o n  w as  h i n d e r e d  by  t h e  l a c k  o f  a 

p r o p e r  s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m .  I t  v as  o n l y  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  1 8 9 0 ' s  t h a t  t h i s  

was  p u t  i n  h an d.  U n t i l  t h e n ,  m o s t  W.C.1 i d i s c h a r g e d  i n t o  c e s s p o o l s .

Cape Town m u n i c i p a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  1861 r e q u i r e d  a l l  p r e m i s e s  t o  

p o s s e s s  a t  l e a s t  o n e  c l o s e t .  The  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  

p r i v i e s  o f  t h e  b u c k e t  t y p e  w h i c n  w e r e  e m p t i e d  n i g h t l y  by a m u n i c i p a l  

c o n t r a c t o r .  In r u r a l  a r e a s ,  e a r t h  c l o s e t s  w e r e  common.

P a i n t :

Li mewash was  t h e  c h e a p e s t  and m o s t  commonl y u s e d  c o a t i n g .  I t  was  

u s e d  on a l l  t y p e s  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  b o t h  i n t e r n a l l y  and e x t e r n a l l y , 

w h e r e  i t  h e l p e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  w e a t h e r i n g  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  l i m e  

p l a s t e r .  I t  c o u l d  be  c o l o u r e d  by t h e  a d d i t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  t i n t i n g  

a g e n t s  u s u a l l y  c o l o u r e d  e a r t h s  o r  m i n e r a l s .  A number o f  t h e s e  

w e r e  a v a i l  a b l e  l o c a l l y ^  ' ' .  H o w e v e r ,  s t r o n g  c o l o u r s  w e r e  n o t  

p r o d u c e d .

O i l  c o l o u r  p a i n t  was  g e n e r a l l y  a p p l i e d  t o  woodwork and i r o n w o r k .

The number o f  c o a t s  v a r i e d  b u t  a minimum o f  two was  u s e e  i n t e r n a l l y  

w i t h  t h r e e  on b e t t e r  w o r k ' ‘ ^ . T h r e e  c o a t s  was  t h e  minimum u s e d  

e x t e r n a l l y  w i t h  an e x t r a  c o a t  f o r  b e t t e r  w o r k ^ ' " ^ -' .  I r o n w o r k  was  

o f t e n  p r i m e d  w i t h  a c o a t  o f  r e d  l e a d ^ a l a r g e  v a r i e t y  o f  c o l o u r  

was a v a i l a b l e .  An a d v e r t i s e m e n t  o f  1 8 4 6 - 1 g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s h a d e s :  Lamp B l a c k ,  P r u s s i a n  B l u e ,  P u r p l e  Br own,  Red L e a d ,  V e n e t i a n

R e d ,  Y e l l o w  O c h r e .  T u r k e y  Amber ,  Chrome Y e l l o w ,  a l s o  B l a c k ,  G r e en  

and W h i t e  Le a d .

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ‘ s a number o f  p r o p r i e t a r y  p a i n t s  be c ame  a v a i l a b l e ,  

p a i n t s  s u c h  a s  ‘ T o r b a y  p a i n t 1 and ‘C a r s o n s  p a i n t '  \  The  l a t t e r  

w a s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a d v e r t i s e d  a s  c a p a b l e  o f  b e i n g  a p p l i e d  t o  w o o d ,  

i r o n ,  b r i c k ,  s t o n e  a nd  c ompo.  I t  was  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a l a r g e  r a n g e ,  

v i z :  W h i t e ,  L i g h t  S t o n e ,  B a t h  S t o n e ,  Cr eam,  L i g h t  P o r t l a n d  S t o n e ,  

B u f f ,  Oak L e a d ,  B r i g h t  Re d,  P a rk  Red,  C h o c o l a t e ,  Lime Brown,  P i n e  

G r e e n ,  B r i g h t  G r e e n ,  De ep G re en  and B l u e 1 ' 4 ^ ' .

Copal  v a r n i s h  was a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s and v a r i o u s  o t h e r  v a r n i s h e s  

s u c h  a s  M a n d e l s 1 v a r n i s h ,  w e r e  a v a i l a b l e  l a t e r  o n .
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D i s t e m p e r ,  b a s i c a l l y  a r e f i n e d  l i m e w a s h ,  was  a l s o  i n  u s e ,  b u t  i t s  

l a c k  o f  r o b u s t n e s s  c o n f i n e d  i t s  u s e  t o  c o r n i c e s  and u p p e r  w a l l  

s u r f a c e s .

C o l o u r s  U s e d :

A c c o r d i n g  t o  L e w c o c k ^ 1 4 3 ^, w h i t e w a s h  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  c r e a m ,  o c h r e  and  

g r e y s  w e r e  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  c o l o u r s  t h a t  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  p a i n t e d  j u s t  

p r i o r  t o  1 8 3 8 .  The f a v o u r i t e  c o l o u r  f o r  e x t e r n a l  w o o d w c - k  wa s  g r e e n .  

T h i s  p e n c h a n t  f o r  w h i t e w a s h i n g ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  c h e a p e r  b u i l d i n g s ,  

c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  a t  l e a s t  U 4 ' b u t  a m o n g s t  t h e  m o r e 1E n g l - s h 1 

b u i l d i n g s  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  a t a s t e  f o r  t h e  mo r e  f a s h i o n a b l e  

c r e a m  a nd b u f f ^ 1 4 5 ^. By t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h e  r e v u l s i o n  a g a i n s t  ' c h a l k  

w h i t e  and S p a n i s h  g r e e n '  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  Ca pe  A l t h o u g h  

n o t  much d i r e c t  e v i d e n c e  r e m a i n s ,  i t  i s  o b v i o u s  f rom t h e  t o n e s  o f  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  p h o t o g r a p h s  t h a t  many b u i l d i n g s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s p o r t i n g   ̂

t h e  n e w ,  d a r k e r  c o a t s  o f  p a i n t .  We know f r om  H o wa r d ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n ' '  

o f  1 8 7 6 ,  t h a t  w a r e h o u s e s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 6 0 ‘ s  w e r e  p a i n t e d  y e l l o w  

w i t h  w h i t e  d r e s s i n g s ,  w h i c h  a l s o  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  c o l o u r s  o f  

t h e  C om m er c i a l  E x c h a n g e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  He a l s o  m e n t i o n s  t h e  t h e n  p r e ­

v a i l i n g  c u s t o m  o f  p a i n t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  i n  l i g h t  brown o i l  p a i n t .

A n o t h e r  c o l o u r  m e n t i o n e d  by Howard i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  C o l o n i a l  O f f i c e s ,  

w h i c h  w e r e  t h e n  b u f f  w i t h  p u r p l e - b r o w n  wo od w or k .  In 1 8 8 9 ,  t h e  

e x t e r i o r  o f  t h e  G r o o t e  Kerk was  p a i n t e d  i n  d r a b  and c h o c o l a t e .  A 

v e r y  c o l o u r f u l  a p p e a r a n c e '  was  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o m m e n t ^ 4 ' \

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  a number o f  c o l o u r  s c h e m e s  w e r e  i n  v o g u e ,  o f  w h i c h  

o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  was  a c r e a m y - o c h r e  w i t h  woodwork and c a s t -  

i r o n  a deep r e d - b r o w n .  A n o t h e r  v e r y  p o p u l a r  s c he m e was  c re a m w i t h  

woodwork an d v e r a n d a h s  p a i n t e d  g r e e n ,  w i t h  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h i s  p i c k e d  

o u t  i n  w h i t e .  D u r i n g  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  p a l e  y e l l o w  w i t h  a l i g h t  g r e e n  

wo od wo rk  was i n  v o g u e .

I t  was  c u s t o m a r y  t o  p a i n t  v e r a n d a h  r o o f s  in c o n t r a s t i n g  s t r i p e s .

T h e s e  w e r e  u s u a l l y  d ar k  g r e e n  and w h i t e ,  a l though a dark red and 

w h i t e  i s  n o t  unknown.  T h i s  f a s h i o n  seems to  have t e e n  d e r i v e d  f ro m  

E n g l i s h  R e g e n c y  a r c h i t e c t u r e  where t h i s  form o f  p a i n t i n g  h e l p e d  t o  

e m p h a s i s e  t h e  t e n t - l i k e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  ver'naan .
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN THE INFLUENCE OF CLIMATE

THE FORMS OF BUILDINGS ARE FAR FROM BEING ARBITRARY AND ACCIDENTAL 

IN THEIR ORIGIN. THE CLIMATE, THE BUILDING MATERIALS AND THE 

PECULIAR CHARACTER OF THE NATION EXERCISE A VERY ESSENTIAL INFLU­

ENCE ON THEM, AND CAUSE THEIR DIVERSIFIED APPEARANCES, WHICH VARY 

AS MUCH AS THE PHYSIOGNOMY OF COUNTRIES AND THE SITUATION OF 

NATIONS. WHATEVER IS  PRODUCED BY THESE CAUSES IS  SINGULAR IN ITS

KIND AND IN HARMONY WITH ITSELF ̂ .

I t  w i l l  h a v e  be c om e o b v i o u s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h a t  Cape  C o l o n ­

i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o p e r a t e d  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  way t o  t h a t  o f  i t s  p a r e n t

and n o w h e r e  i s  t h i s  more  o b v i o u s  t h a n  i n  t h e  m a k e r ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o ­

w a r d s  c l i m a t e  a nd  t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  demanded by  t h i s  f a c t o r .  With  

r a r e  e x c e p t i o n s , t h e  c o l o n i s t s  d i d  n o t  v i e w  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a s  an a r t ,  

t h e i r  m e a g r e  r e s o u r c e s  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  m a s t e r ­

p i e c e s  i n  t h e  t h e n  a c c e p t e d  f o r m .  T h u s ,  t h e  h a r s h e r  r e a l i t i e s  o f  

c o l o n i a l  l i f e  s e e m e d  t o  h a v e  b r o u g h t  o u t  t h e  u t i l i t a r i a n  s t r a n d  t h a t  

a l s o  r a n  t h r o u g h  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  C o n c e n t r a t i o n  on t h i s  

a s p e c t  w i l l  e n a b l e  i.s t o  s e e  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  t h e  1 i n n e r  

s t y l e *  ^  o f  t h e  a r c n i t e c t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  d w e l l i n g s  on t h e  s u p e r ­

f i c i a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t y l i s t i c  r e v i v a l s ,  w h i c h  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

m o s t  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i s  o n l y  s k i n  d e e p .

T h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  human c o m f o r t  and a c o n c u r r e n t  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  r a i s ­

i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  m a t e r i a l  l i f e  i s  a c t u a l l y  p r e - V i c t o r i a n ,  a l t h o u g h  

i t s  f l o w e r i n g  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  l a t e r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  A v e r y  e a r l y  

a na  w e l l - k n o w n  e x p o n e n t  o f  t h i s  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  was  J.C. L o ud o n.  In 

t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  h i s  v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  ' E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  V i l l a g e  and  

C o t t a g e  A r c h i t e c t u r e ' ,  f i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 3 3 ,  he  makes  t h e  f o l l o w ­

i n g  c o m m e n t s :

'On examining in to  the a c tu a l s t a t e  o f  th is  a r t  ( A r c h i t e c t u r e ) , i t  

w i l l  be found th a t  the improvements which have been made in  i t  in  

modern tim es  a re  c h ie f ly  co n fin ed  to  th ose  departm en ts which are  

open to  th e understanding and amenable to  the judgem ent o f  mankind 
g e n e r a l ly ,  we mean, such as r e la t e  to  com fort and conven ience in  th e  

arrangem ent, 'Warming, l ig h t in g ,  h ea tin g  and co. o f  reams: Whereas

th e departm ent o f  ta s te  in  b u ild in g  i s  l i t t l e  in  'advance o f  what i t
/  3  i

'was two thousand yea rs  a g o ’ . Further on he observes that :

I
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'Another aauee which has r e ta r d e d  the p ro g re ss  o f  a l l  a r t s  and 

p r o fe s s io n s  i s  th e  p r a c t ic e  ccrtnon in  m ost o f  them o f  i m p l i c i t l y  

fo llo w in g  p re c e d e n ts ;  o r  o f  adhering r i g i d l y  to  r u le s  (made perhaps 
in  a form er ago and consequent ly  adap ted  to  a le s s  advanced s ta g e  

o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n )  in s te a d  o f  t e s t in g  th e se  p re c e d e n ts  and r u le s  by 

fundam ental v r i v c ip l e s  and ad a p tin g  ~he l a t t e r  to  th e s t a t e  o f  

s o c ie ty  f o r  th e tim e b e i n g T h i s  i d e a  o f  r e l a t i v i t y  i s  f u r t h e r  

e l a b o r a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  'According to  our v iew s o f  th is  s u b je c t ,  a l l

a r t s ,  w hether c f  d e s ig  : and t a s t e ,  o r  o f  u t i l i t y  and conven ience  

l ik e  e v e ry th in g  e l s e  r e l a t i v e  to  man, a re  p r o g r e s s iv e  and change w ith  

th e  changing c o n d itio n  o f  s o c i e t y ' ' ^ . E l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  he  

s t a t e s  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  t h a t  'The fou n da tion  o f  a l l  tru e  and permanent 

r e a l i t y  i s  u t i l i t y '  and t h a t  'The p r in c ip le  o f  e x p re ss io n  o f  purpose  

i s  o f  u n iv e r s a l a p p l ic a t io n  in  a r c h i t e c tu r e '^ ^ .

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w o u l d  be  w rong  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  Loudon was  a f u n c t i o n ­

a l i s t  i n  t h e  modern s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d .  He was q u i t e  ha p py  t o  u s e  

t h e  v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s  a s  he  f e l t  t h e y  w e r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  b u t  

he was  by no m ea ns  a p r o t a g o n i s t  o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e ^ 7 ' .

To r e v e r t  t o  o n e  o f  h i s  p r e v i o u s l y  q u o t e d  p h r a s e s ,  i t  i s  t h i s  t e s t i n g  

o f  t h e s e  p r e c e d e n t s  and r u l e s  by  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  i s  t h e  

k e y  t o  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h , an a p p r o a c h  w h i c h  i s  now o u r  c u l t u r ­

a l  norm.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  P e v s n e r  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ^ ' , t h e r e  was  

a l w a y s  a g a p  b e t w e e n  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t h e o r y  and i t s  p r a c t i c e  

and h o w e v e r  w e l l  t h e  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  i s o l a t e d  and s o l u t i o n s  o f f e r e d  i n  

t h e i r  w r i t i n g s , i n  a c t i o n  a r c h i t e c t s  i n e v i t a b l y  f e l l  b ac k  on 

p r e c e d e n t ,  d e s i g n i n g  w i t h i n  a r e c o g n i s e d  s t y l e  o r  a v a r i a t i o n  o f  

o n e  o f  t he m.

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a s  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  i n f l u e n c e s  

a c t i n g  on l o c a l  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  r em ov ed  f rom t h o s e  o f  

t h e  f o r e r u n n e r s  o f  t h e  a r t  and t h e r e f o r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i f f u s e d .

T h e r e  wa s  n o t ,  u n t i l  t h e  v e r y  e nd o f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  a l a r g e  b o d y  o f  

' p r o f e s s i o n a l 1 a r c h i t e c t s  a t  t h e  Ca pe .  T h e s e  a l s o  s e e me d  t o  

b l e n d  i n t o  p r e v a i l i n g  p r a c t i c e .  Even a t  t h e  a m a t e u r  l e v e l  t h e r e  

was a s t r o n g  l e a n i n g  on p r e c e d e n t .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  

t h e r e  e v e r  was s u c h  a t h i n g  a s  a c o h e r e n t  b od y  o f  t h e o r y  t o  g u i d e  

C o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  o r  e v e n  t h a t  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  p r a g m a t i s m  was  

n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  f i r s t  c h o i c e  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o m e -



t n i n g  t h a t  was f o r c e d  on them by c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

A p p l y i n g  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  v e r y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e

a d a p t i o n  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  i t  c a n  be  s a i d  t h a t

a l t h o u g h  i t  was h i g h l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n s

w e r e  s o u g h t  by  t h e  m o d i f i c a t i o n  and a d a p t i o n  o f  p r e c e d e n t  w h i c h  o f

c o u r s e  i n c l u d e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s .  F e r n a p s  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h i s  l i e s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e n t e n c e :  ’a l i m a t e  i s
(9)t h e r e f o r e  o n ly  m o d i f y in g  and n o t  o p e r a t i v e 1' .

The p r i n c i p a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  c l i m a t e  e x p e r i e n c e d  by t n e  E u r o pe a n  

c o l o n i s t  a t  t h e  Cape was t n e  summer h e a t .  W i n t e r  i s  n e i t h e r  a s  

r i g o r o u s  n o r  a s  l o n g  a s  i t s  n o r t h e r n  E u r o p e a n  e q u i v a l e n t  and i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  I w i l l  e x a m i n e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  m e t h o d s  u s e d  by  t h e  

c o l o n i s t s  t o  a d a p t  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  t o  t h e  l o c a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  I f  

a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  amoun t  o f  s p a c e  s e e m s  t o  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  d o m e s t i c  

a r c h i t e c t u r e , i t  i s  b e c a u s e  h e r e  much e n e r g y  and i n g e n u i t y  was  d i r e c t e d .

S i t i n g  and O r i e n t a t i o n :

P u b l i c  and c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g s  w e r e  s e l d o m  s i t e d  o r  p l a n n e d  w i t h  

c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t n e  p r i m a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  b e i n g  

mor e i m p o r t a n t .  The u n p l e a s a n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  bad o r i e n t a t i o n ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  w e r e  e i t h e r  i g n o r e d  o r  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  made a m e l i o r a t i n g  

t h e m .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e n ,  I w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  m a i n l y  on  d o m e s t i c  

b u i l d i n g s .

V i c t o r i a n  h o u s e  p l a n n i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  n o u s e ,  was  

v e r y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c h o o s i n g  o f  a V e a l t n y '  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  a new 

o u i l d i n g .  I n n u m e r a b l e  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h i s  c o n c e r n  c o u l d  b e  q u o t e d  

f ro m  c o n t e m p o r a r y  w r i t i n g ' o n  t h e  s u o j e c t ,  n u t  I w i l l  c o n f i n e  

m y s e l f  t o  o n e  b o c k ,  R. B r o w n ' s  ' D o m e s t i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e ' ^ 1 ' :

'One o f  th e  m o s t e s s e n t i a l  q u a litie s  o f  good s itu a tio n s  i s  th a t thick  
i s  a lw a y s  th e  m o s t conducive to  health; and which must be on a kno ll, 
s h e l t e r e d  b y  r is in g  ground on the north and ea s t, with a gen tle  
d e c liv i ty  towards the sou th -east, an openness and a iriness o f  country  
blended together, with a good home and d is ta n t scenery to the south­
e a s t  and so u th -'je s t. lentlemen who intend to b u ild , and have the 
power o f  f ix in g  upon a spot where such are presented to th e ir  choice, 
should s e le c t  a cheerfu l, animating, aid p leasant s itu a tio n .



s e d u l o u s l y  a v o id i n g  th e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  m a r sh e s , o r  g ro u n d  h a v in g  a 

c l a y  f o u n d a t io n ,  o r  u h e re  th e r e  a r e  p o n d s  o f  s ta g n a n t  w a t e r ' .

W i t h i n  t n e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cape Town,  t h e r e  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  a 

w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  m i c r o - c l i m a t e s ,  r a n g i n g  f rom t h e  m a r i t i m e  o n e  o f  

i e a  P o i n t  t o  t h e  s y l v a n  o f  Wynberg .  T h i s  f a c t  was w e l l - k n o w n  t o  

r i c h  ’ n h a b i t a n t s  who q u i c k l y  s o u g h t  o u t  t h e  more  f a v o u , e d  s p o t s .

The V i c t o r i a n  move i n t o  t h e  s u b u r b s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Cape Town a s  i t  

d i d  e l s e w n e r e  b u t  u n l i k e  m o s t  o t h e r  t o w n s ,  a  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  c h o i c e  

was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h o s e  who c o u l d  a f f o r d  i t ,  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  e a c h  

p l a c e  b e i n g  e x t o l l e d  i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  s o f  t h e  d a y .

I t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t n a t  c o o l i n g  D r e e z e s  i n  summer and a w e l l  d r a i n e d  

p o s i t i o n  i n  w i n t e r  was p r i z e d .  Too many t r e e s  n e a r  t h e  n o u s e  

a l t h o u g h  w e l c o m e  i n  summer was  a d r a w b a c k  i n  w i n t e r .  A number o f  

f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  t h e s e  had t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  and b a l a n c e d  o u t .

T u r n i n g  t o  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  o n e  o f  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e s e  g o v e r n ­

i n g  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  s i t e  o u t s i d e  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cape Town 

was t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .  A c o n s t a n t  s u p p l y  o f  pu re  

w a t e r  f r o m a s p r i r g  o r  w e l l  was  t h e  i d e a l  a s  a b r i e f  g l a n c e  a t  

p r o p e r t y ^ a n d  l a n d  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r s  w i l l  

c o r f i n n  \  L a t e r  i n  t h e  c e n t u r y  t h e  p e r i o d i c  l a c k  o f  w a t e r  was  

t h e  c h i e f  f a c t o r  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  Cape Town i t s e l f ^ 1 ’ ) .

S e w e r a g e  was o n l y  a p r o b l e m  w i t h i n  i n n e r  Cape Town,  m o s t  h o u s e s  o u t ­

s i d e  i n i t i a l l y  had e no ug h l a n d  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n t  s i t i n g  o f  c e s s ­

p o o l s  o r  f r e n c h  d r a i n s .  In t h i s  r e g a r d ,  s i t i n g  on a s l i g h t  s l o p e

was c o n s i d e r e d  p r e f e r e n t i a l  a s  i t  r em ov ed  d r a i n a g e  away f rom t h e  
h o u s e .

H a v i n g  s e t t l e d  t n e  u t i l i t a r i a n  a s s e t s  o f  s i t i n g ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  

t n a c  t h e  p r i m e  f a c t o r  a f t e r  t h i s  was t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

f r o n t  o f  t n e  h o u s e  t o w a r d s  a d e s i r a b l e  v i e w ,  e v e n  i f  t h i s  r e s u l t e d  

m  an u n r a v o u r a b l e  a s p e c t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a l l  t h e  e a r l y  v i e w s  i n  

Sea P o i n t  f a c e  o u t  t o  s e a ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  t n i s  i s  w e s t  and u n c o m f o r t -  

a b , e  i n  summer.  A n o t h e r  e x a m p l e  i s  Wynberg House  w h e r e  t n e  f r o n t  

f a c a d e  was  o r i e n t a t e d  t o w a r d s  F a l s e  B a y ,  g i v i n g  i t  a s o u t h e r l y  a s p e c t .  

In many a r e a s  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  a v i e w  o f t e n  c o i n c i d e d  w i t n  

w i t h  a f a v o u r a b l e  a s p e c t ,  t h u s  i n  T a b l e  V a l l e y  t h i s  u s u a l l y  g a v e  a 

n o r t h e r l y  o r i e n t a t i o n  w h i l e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s u b u r b s ,  t h e  v i e w  a c r o s s



t h e  f l a t s  t o w a r d s  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  g a v e  an e a s t e r l y  o r i e n t a t i o n .  How­

e v e r  t h e s e  o p t i o n s  a s  t o  s i t i n g  w e r e  o n l y  e x e r c i s e d  w h e r e  t h e r e  was  

s u f f i c i e n t  l a n d  a v a i l a o l e .  F o r  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  h o u s e s  t h e r e  

was l i t t l e  o p t i o n  and t h e y  f a c e d  t h e  s t r e e t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a s p e c t .

E x c e p t  i n  r a r e  i n s t a n c e s , t h e r e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a l  l a y o u t  o f  h o u s e s  was c o n d i t i o n e d  by s u c h  f a c t o r s  

a s  o r i e n t a t i o n .  P l a n s , a s  shown e l s e w h e , c ,  t e n d e d  t o w a r d s  a 

s t a n d a r d i s e d  l a y o u t  i n  w n i c n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a nd e v e n  t h e  s i z e s  o f  

rooms w e r e  f i x e d  f o l l o w i n g  a t r a d i t i o n a l  p a t t e r n .  Thus t h e  m a j o r  

rooms w e r e  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e  and t h e s e  w e r e  g i v e n  

p r e f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  s i t i n g  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  I t  was  t h e n  

much a m a t t e r  o f  l u c k  a s  t o  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m i n o r  

rooms s u c h  a s  t h e  b e d r o o m s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p l a n n i n g  u s u a l l y  

r e s u l t e d  i n  some  s o r t  o f  r o u g h j u s t i c e ,  i . e .  t h e  s e r v i c e  rooms  w e r e  

g i v e n  t h e  l e a s t  f a v o u r a b l e  o r i e n t a t i o n .

The e x c e p t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e  w e r e  t h o s e  g r e a t  a nd r e l a t i v e l y  

r a r e  h o u s e s  d e s i g n e d  by  a r c h i t e c t s .  S t r u b e n h e i m ' s h o w s  a l l  t h e  

s i g n s  o f  a c o n s i d e r e d  l a y o u t  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  rooms o r i e n t a t e d  e a s t  

and n o r t h .  By t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  h o w e v e r ,  a r c h i t e c t s  a t  l e a s t  

s e e m t o  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  rooms s e r i o u s l y  and  

i n  an a r t i c l e  o f  1 9 0 7 ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o r i e n t a t i o n s  w e r e  f a v o u r e d :  

t h e  d i n i n g  room s h o u l d  f a c e  e a s t ,  t h e  l i v i n g  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n o r t h ­

w e s t  a s p e c t ,  be dr o om s and b a t h r o o m s  s h o u l d  f a c e  e a s t ,  t h e  k i t c h e n  

s h o u l d  h a v e  a s o u t n - e a s t  a s p e c t  and t h e  p a n t r y  a s o u t h e r 1 y o n e .

One c o n s i s t e n t  t r a i t  was  t h a t  o f  t h e  p l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  k i t c h e n .  T h i s ,  

a s  n a s  b e e n  r ema rke d on b e f o r e , was o f t e n  i s o l a t e d  f ro m t h e  h o u s e  o r  

a t  l e a s t  p l a c e d  i n  a w i n g .  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  was m a i n l y  f o r  t n e  p r e ­

v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  f i r e ,  a n o t h e r  g o o d  r e a s o n  was t h e  r em o v a l  

o f  a s o u r c e  o f  u n w a n t e d  h e a t ,  s m e l l s  and p o s s i b l y  n o i s e .

The p l a n n i n g  o f  t h e  w . c .  a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  a p r o b l e m .  P r i m i t i v e  p l umb­

i n g  and d r a i n a g e  r e q u i r e d  i t  t o  b e  i s o l a t e d  f r om  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  

h o u s e  and y e t  c o n v e n i e n c e  r e q u i r e d  i t  t o  b e  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e .  As 

i m p r o v e m e n t s  w e r e  made i t  moved f i r s t l y  f rom b e i n g  an i s o l a t e d  e l e ­

m e n t  t o  b e i n g  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  h o u s e ,  b u t  s t i l l  e n t e r e d  f rom o u t s i d e  

and f i n a l l y ,  i n s i d e .

From p l a n n i n g  we t u r n  t o  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s  w h i c h  w e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y



c l i m a t e  m o d i f i e r s .

The V e r a n d a h :

As t h e  o r i g i n s  and e a r l y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  h a v e  

b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  t r a c e d  by  L e w c o c k ( 1 5 ) , I w i l ,  c o n f i n e  m y s e l f  h e r e  t o  

i t s  u s e  and d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

As e a r l y  a s  1 8 5 7 ,  t h e  v e r a n d a h  wa s  n o t e d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  m o s t  s p e c i a l l y  

' A m e r i c a n '  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  U n i t e a  S t a t e s ^ 1 6 ' 

and b y  1 8 8 4 ,  t h e  remark was  b e i n g  made  \ i s - a - v i s  t h e  h o u s e s  o f  Cape  

Tcwn and s u b u r b s ^  The w r i t e r  o f  t h i s  r emar k a l s o  c l a i m e d  t h a t

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  u f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  l o c a l l y  was  d u e  t o  t h e  A n g l o - I n d i a n  

v i s i t o r s  e a r l i e r  in t h e  c e n t u r y .

In d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e  v e r a n d a h  was t n e  p r i m e  c l i m a t e - m o d i f y ­

i n g  e l e m e n t  and a s  s u c n  p e r f o r m e d  t w o  f u n c t i o n s .  F i r s t l y  i t  p r o v i d e d  

a s h a d e d  p l a c e  w h e r e  t h e  o c c u p a n t s  o f  t h e  h o u s e  c o u l d  s i t  o u t  and  

s e c o n d l y  i t  c o o l e d  t h e  h o u s e  by s h a d i n g  t h e  w a l l s  f rom t h e  d i r e c t  r a y s

o f  t h e  s u n ,  t h u s  e l i m i n a t i n g  a h e a t  b u i l d  up.  T h e s e  two f a c t o r s  w e r e

c l e a r l y  app; e c i a t e d  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  h o u s e  d e s i g n  a s  b o t h  w e r e  m e n t i o n ­

ed i n  t h e  1 8 8 4  a r t i c l e  ; i n  f a c t  t h e  w r i t e r  a d v o c a t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  a 

v e r a n d a h  a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  a h o u s e .  T h i s  v e r a n d a h  o r  s t o e p ,  he  

m a i n t a i n e d ,  s h o u l d  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e e p  and c o v e r e d  w i t h  c r e e p e r s  o r  

f i t t e d  w i t h  b l i n d s .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  p a v ed  i f  p o s s i b l e  w i t h  s t o n e  

m o s a i c .  Even a s  l a t e  a s  1 907  when t h e  mani a  f o r  v e r n a d a h s  had p a s s e d  

an a r t i c l e  on h o u s e  p l a n n i n g  s t i l l  a d v o c a t e d  a n o r t h  f a c i n g  o n e ^ 1 8 ^,  

b u t  p r i v a t e  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  s e m i - p u b l i c  o n e s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .

The c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  v e r a n d a h s  f o l l o w s  c e r t a i n  t y p e s .  By f a r  t h e  

m o s t  common and c e r t a i n l y  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t ,  was  t h e  o n e  w h i c h

e x t e n d e d  a c r o s s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f a c a d e  o f  t h e  h o u s e .  I t  was  e i t h e r

s i n g l e  o r  d o u b l e  s t o r i e d .  T h i s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  t h e  m o s t  p o p u l a r  

t y p e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c e n t u r y .  A n o t h e r  e a r l y  t y p e  was  t h e  s i n g l e -  

s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h  t h a t  r an  a r ound t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  h o u s e , w h i l s t  

a t h i r d  t y p e  was  t h a t  w h i c h  ran b e t w e e n  t h e  two w i n g s  a t  t h e  f r o n t  

o f  a h o u s e .  L a t e r  v a r i a t i o n s  w e r e  t h e  p a r t - f r o n t  v e r a n d a h ,  t h e  L-  

s h a p e d  v e r a n d a h  and t h e  mor e  c o m p l i c a t e d  o n e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  w h i c h  

f o l l o w e d  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  t h e  c o r n e r  t u r r e t s .

i h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  a l w a y s  r e f l e c t e d  i t s



d e r i v a t i o n .  Even i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  t u r r e t  h o u s e s , i t  was  c l e a r l y  an  

a d d i t i o n ,  s e p a r a t e l y  r o o f e d  and v e r y  t e n u o u s l y  c o n n e c t e d  a e s t h e t i c ­

a l l y ,  a nd e v e n  p r a c t i c a l l y  t o  t h e  m a i n  b o d y  o f  t h e  h o u s e .

O b v i o u s l y ,  a s  a s h a d i n g  d e v i c e ,  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  a v e r a n d a h  

i s  on t h e  n o r t h  f a c e  o f  a b u i l d i n g  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  h e m i s p h e r e ;  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  r o t  w i t h o u t  some u s e  on t h e  w e s t  and e a s t  s i d e s  

o f  a b u i l d i n g .  Thus  o n l y  on t h e  s o u t h  f a c e  c a n  i t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

r e d u n d a n t  o r  i n e f f e c t u a l .  A l l  t h e  e a r l y  V i c t o n  n h o u s e s  i n  T a b l e  

V a l l e y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  hcd n o r t h  f a c i n g  v e r a n d a h s  b u t  t h i s  was  

p o s s i b l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  b e s t  v i e w  was  t h i s  w a y .  I t  w o u l d  s e e m ,  h o w e v e r ,  

t h a t  t h e  v e r a n d a h  wa s  t r e a t e d  mo r e  a s  a s h a d i n g  d e v i c e  t h a n  a s  an 

e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  i n  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  t i m e s  and t h a t  a s  i t  

b ecame m o r e  f a s h i o n a b l e .  I t  was  f e l t  t h a t  i t  had b e c o me  i n d i s p e n s ­

a b l e  e v e n  i f  i t  hau t o  f a c e  s o u t h .  C e r t a i n l y  f r om  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  o n ,  

v e r a n d a h s  f a c e d  t h e  s t r e e t ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h i s  h a s  

a l s o  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a ^ ) .

The d e p t h  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  o r  b a l c o n y  i s  o b v i o u s l y  a n o t h e r  c l u e  t o  

t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  o r  d e s i g n e r ' s  i n t e n t i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  i t s  u s e .  On 

many s m a l l  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  t h i s  s e l d o m  e x c e e d s  4 '  ( 1 , 2 m ) ' ' 2 0 ) ,  w h i c h  

v i r t u a l l y  p r e c l u d e s  i t s  u s e  a s  an e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  h o u s e  and u n l e s s  

f a c i n g  d u e  n o r t h  i s  a l s o  much t o o  s h a l l o w  t o  o f f e r  much s h a d e .  A 

more common w i d t h  was  f rom 6 ' - 8 '  ( 1 , 8 m  -  2 , 4m) ^" ' ) ,  w h i c h  i s  more  

r e a l i s t i c  i n  t e r m s  o f  u s a b i l i t y  a nd s h a d i n g .  Some v e r a n d a h s  w e r e  as  

w i ^ .  a s  1 0 '  ( 3 m ) ,  b u t  t h e s e  w e r e  on t h e  l a r g e r  h o u s e s  A p p r o a c h i n g  

t h i s  w i d t h ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  d a r k  i n t e r i o r s -  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  w i n t e r ,  

was e n c o u n t e r e d .  To t h i s  e n d ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  on  some h o u s e s  

c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  w o r e  w i d e n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  u s a b l e  

s p a c e , w h i l s t  e l s e w h e r e  t h e  v e r a n d a h  was  l e f t  n a r r o w e r ^ 22,1.

The l a s t  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c  v e r a n d a h  t o  be  c o v e r e d  h e r e  i s  i t s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  a d j a c e n t  r o o m s .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t  i t  i s  h ar d  t o  

g e n e r a l i s e .  Most  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  s u b u r b a n  c o t t a g e s  and v i l l a s  

d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  c o t t a g e  o r n e e  t r a d i t i o n  and had i m m e d i a t e  c o n t a c t  

w i t h  t h e i r  v e r a n d a h s  t h r o u g h  f r e n c h  d o i . r s  f r o m t h e  m a j o r  r o o ms .  In 

t h e  mo r e  f o r m a l ,  d o u b l e - s t o r e y e d  v i l l a s ,  i t  was o f t e n  o n l y  t h e  u p p e r  

f l o o r  r o om s t h a t  c o m m u n i c a t e d  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  b a l c o n y ^ 2 2 ) .  L a t e r  

i n t h e  c e n t u r y ,  e v e n  i f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  was  c l e a r l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  u s e ,  

t h e  l a c k  o f  p r i v a c y  i n  t h"  i m m e d i a t e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  i n
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i t  o n ly  being  u sa b le  t h r o u g h  the  f r o n t  d o o r .  I n  t h e  u r b a n  s i t u a t i o n ,  

t h i s  meart  t h a t  in  double s to re ye d  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  o n l y  the  upper 

f l o o r  had any i n t i m a t e  c o n t a c t  wi th  t he  b a l c o n y .  In s i n g l e  s t o r e y ­

ed houses wi th  an L-snaped verandan,  on ly  the  d i n i n g  room openeo  

onto  the  verandah( 2 4 ) . This  i s  und ers tand ab le  i f  we remember t h a t  

t h i s  was u s u a l l y  the l i v i n g  room o f  the  h ous e ,  the  drawing room b e i n g  

the  ' b e s t '  room and thus not  f o r  in formal  l i v i n g .  Another f a c t o r  

t h a t  a l s o  op erated  here was.  o f  c o u r s e ,  i  c l i m a t i c  one ,  the  c o l d  

ra i n y  w in te r  o b v i o u s l y  b e i . g  a check on the  ye ar  round use o f  the  

verandah t h a t  was a l m o s t  p o s s i b l e  f u r t h e r  north in N ata l .

As t he  verandah was probably the  most widespread e lement  <n c o l o n i a l  

domest ic  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i t  i s  hardly s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  a number o f  

re g io n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  can be noted even in the  r e l a t i v e l y  small  

area encompassed hy t h i s  s t udy .  However,  b e f o r e  mention ing  some or 

t n e s e ,  i t  should  be n ot e d ,  t h a t  l i k e  many o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  V ic t o r ia n  

a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  i t  ar r iv e d  in  the re g io n s  f a i r l y  l a t e  in the  ce ntury .

I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 ' s  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  t h a t  i t s  u s e  be came  

w i d e s p r e a d  a nd  i t s  h e y d a y  was  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  S . A .  War.

As an e l e m e n t  i t  was  n o t  j u s t  c o n f i n e d  t o  new h o u s e s  b u t  was  a l s o  

g r a f t e d  o n t o  o l d e r  b u i l d i n g s .  From a p u r e l y  p r a c t i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  

t h i s  a d d i t i o n  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  an e m i n e n t l y  s e n s i b l e  a t t e m p t  t o  a d a p t  

t h e  b u i l d i n g  mo r e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  t o  l o c a l  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a f a c t o r  

w h i c h  s h o u l d  p e r h a p s  be  mor e  s e r o u s l y  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  when t n e  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  i s  c o n t e m p l a t e d ,  h o w e v e r  i n c o n g r u o u s

a e s t h e t i c a l l y  t n e  r e s u l t  may b e .

At  M o s s e l  B a y ,  w h e r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h s  a p p e a r  t o  d a t e  f rom t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s  and 1 9 0 0 ' s ,  t h e  t y p i c a l  v e r a n d a h  was  t n e  s i m p l e  r e c t a n g u l a r  

o n e  i n  s i n g l e  a nd  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n s .  T h e s e  r a n  a c r o s s  t h e  

f r o n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e , m o s t  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s e a t e d  on t h e  n o r t h - f a c i n g  

s l o p e  o f  t n e  t own l o o k i n g  o v e r  t h e  b ay  " ; .

In Oudtshoorr ,  probably because o f  t h e  wea l th  o f  the  town a t  the turn  

of  the  centu ry  but a l s o  due to the hot  dry c l i m a t e ,  t h e  verandah was 

e s p e c i a l l y  favoured and many o f  the  l a r g e r  houses have them running  

around th r e e  s i d e s ^ L  Even the s m a l l e r  c o t t a g e s  have deep f r o n t  

verandans .

In the area s t r e t c h i n g  from Wel l ington to  Somerset  West,  a s imple



384.

v e r a n d a h  o f  a w oo d en  f r a m e w o r k , r o o f e d  w i t h  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  and

e m b e l l i s h e d  w i t h  f r e t w o r k  o r  s t i c k w o r k  o e c a m e  p a r t  o f  t h e
( 2 7 )

V i c t o r i a n i s e d  v e r n a c u l a r '  .

I t  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  v e r a n d a h  was  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  

Eur ope  f rom t h e  F a r  E a s t  by m i l i t a r y  a r c h i t e c t s ^ "  , c e r t a i n l y  i t s  

a d v a n t a g e s  a s  a s i m p l e  and e a s y  way o f  p r o v i d i n g  c o v e r e d  a c c e s s  t o  

rooms o f  d i v e r s e  u s e  m u s t  h a v e  made a d i r e c t  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

mi nd and i t  i s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  i n  an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  

t h a t  I w i l l  c o n s i d e r  h e r e .

B e a r i n g  t h e  a b o v e  i n  m i n d ,  i t  w o u l d  s e e m no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t h e

a r c h i t e c t  o* two o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  u s e  

o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  wa s  an o f f i c e r  i n  t h e  R oy a l  E n g i n e e r s ,  C o l .  L e wi s  

The b u i l d i n g s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a r e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  h o s p i t a l ,  W o o d s t o c k  and  

t h e  Old  S . A .  Col  , e .  known a s  t h e  E g y p t i a n  b u i l d i n g .  The  h o s p i t a l  

had a s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r a n d a h  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t  o f  e a c h  w i n g  l i n k i n g  

t h e  w a r d s  an d a n c i l l i a r >  o f f i c e s  w h i l s t  t h e  E g y p t i a n  b u i l d i n g  has  

t h e  rooms i n  e a c h  w i n g  l i n k e d  by  t h e  o p e n  v e r a n d a h .  The m i l i t a r y  

h o s p i t a l  r a c e d  n o r t h - w e s t  s o  some a d v a n t a g e  was  g a i n e d  f o r  t h e  rooms  

b e h i n d  t h e  v e r a n d a h ,  b u t  i n  b o t h  c a s e s  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  c o v e r e d  

a c c e s s  was  t h e  p r i m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

A l t h o u g h  n o t  i l l u s t r a t e d  h e r e ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  camp b u i l t  i n  Wy nb er g,  

c .  1861 , a n c j  t h e  v a r i o u s  a d d i t i o n s  on Robben I s l a n d  c a r r i e d  o u t

i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  c o n t i n u e d  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h .  Two o f  t h e  p u b l i c  

b u i l d i n g s  o f  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  u s e d  v e r a n d a h s  w e r e  t h e  S e a r c n e r ' s  

O f f i c e ,  Cape T o w n ' , and t h e  Dock O f f i c e s , S i m o n s t o w n " ' 1 ' .  The 

v e r a n d a h  r an a r o u n d  t h r e e  s i d e s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  i n  b o t h  c a s e s  and 

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  d e r i v e d  f r o m c u r r e n t  d o m e s t i c  p r a c t i c e .  N e v e r t h e ­

l e s s ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  

f o r  a c c e s s .

Li t h e  l a t e r  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  v e r a n d a h  became a s t o c k  i t e m  i n  t h e

d e s i g n  o f  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  b u i l t  o u t s i d e  t h e

r e g i o n  c o v e r e d  by t h i s  s t u d y  and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  o u t s i d e  i t s  s c o p e .  

O n l y  t w o ,  d a t i n g  f rom t h e  l a t e  1 8 8 0 1s , c a n  b e  m e n t i o n e o .  The f i r s t ,  

a v e r y  f i n e  e x a m p l e  o f  w n a t  was a c h i e v e d  e l s e w n e r e , i s  t h e  p r o j e c t  

f o r  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  new S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l 1" ^ .  H er e  v e r y  e x t e n ­

s i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  i s  m ade ,  b o t h  f o r  c i r c u l a t i o n  and f o r



385.

s h a d i n g ;  t h e  v e r a n d a h  r u n n i n g  a l o n g  t h e  f r o n t  s e r v i n g  p r i m a r i l y  

t h i s  p u r p o s e .  The o t h e r  b u i l d i n g  i s  t h e  new Loc k H o s p i t a l ^ ' ' ' .

H e r e ,  a v e r a n d a h  r u ns  t h e  l e n g t h  o f  e a c h  w i n g ,  s h a d i n g  t h e  wa rds  

o e n i n l  f r o m  t h e  n o r t h  e n d  e a s t  s u n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  They  w o u l d  a l s o  

n a v e  s e r v e d  a s  a r e a s  f o r  s h e l t e r e d  s i t t i n g  o u t .

A l t h o u g n  t h e  f i r s t  c o m m e r c i a l  b u i l d i n g  t o  p o s s e s s  a v e r a n d a h  was  

b u i l t  i n  t h e  m i d - 1 8 5 0 ' s  a nd a t  l e a s t  o n e  w i t h  a r o o f e d  b a l c o n y  a s  

e a r l y  a s  1 8 6 7 ,  i t  was  n o t  u n t i l  t h e  m i d - 1 8 8 0 ' s  t h a t  t h e  t y p i c a l  

l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  s h o p  w i t h  i t s  v e r a n d a h  o f  c a s t  i r o n  e v o l v e d ^ 4 ' .  

E x a m p l e s  o f  t h e s e  e a r l i e r  f r o n t s  a r e  t h e  Y . M. C . A .  b u i l d i n g  ( 1 8 8 4 ) ^ 3 5 '1 

S t u t t a f o r d s ,  ' c . 1 8 8 5 ) ,  and H o d g s o n s , ( c . l 8 8 b ) .  The l a s t  two a r e  

a d d i t i o n s  t o  e x i s t i n g  b u i l d i n g s .  From t h i s  t i m e ,  v e r y  f e w  s h o p s  

w e r e  b u i l t  w i t h o u t  a v e r a n d a h .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why  

t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h  had n o t  b e c o me  mo re  common e a r l i e r  a s  c a s t  

i r o n  had b e e n  f r e e l y  a v a i l a b l e  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 0 ‘ s ,  and i t  was  d u r i n g  

t h i s  d e c a d e  t h a t  s h o p  w i n d o w s  had i n c r e a s e d  i n  s i z e  t o  a p o i n t  w h e r e  

t h e y  r e q u i r e d  some p r o t e c t i o n  f rom t h e  s u n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  s e e ms  

t h a t  o n c e  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  s h a d e  a nd s h e l t e r  t o  b o t h  t h e  g o o d s  on 

d i s p l a y  and t o  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c u s t o m e r  was r e a l i s e d ,  i t  be ca me  an 

i n d i s p e n s a b l e  p a r t  o f  s h o p  d e s i g n .  L o c a l  c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  

w o u l d  a l s o  f a v o u r  a r i g i d  s t r u c t u r e  t o  any  t a r p a u l i n  o r  c a n o p y .  

D u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  t h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l ' s  c a m p a i g n  t o  r i d  t h e  c i t y  

c e n t r e  o f  s t o e p s  g a v e  t h e  v e r a n d a h  movement  an add ed  i m p e t u s ,  a s  i t  

a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  c o u n c i l  e i t h e r  g a v e  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  

o f  l i g h t  v e r a n d a h s  f o r  s t o e p s  o r  e v e n  p a i d  f o r  them w i t h  m u n i c i p a l  

m o n e y ^ 3 6 ^. T h e s e  v e r a n d a h s  w e r e  a t  f i r s t  u s u a l l y  l i g h t ,  s i n g l e  

s t o r e y e d  a f f a i r s .  H o w e v e r , d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  1 8 9 0 ' s , t h e  f i r s t  

f l o o r ,  r o o f e d  b a l c o n y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  p o p u l a r i t y ,  p r o v i d i n g  s h a d e  t o  

t h e  u p p e r  rooms a nd a p l a c e  t o  s i t  o u t  w h e r e  t h e s e  f l o o r s  w e r e  

r e s i d e n t i a l , a s  t h e y  o f t e n  w e r e  i n  t h e  s u b u r b s . In l a r g e  s h o p s  

s u c h  a s  S t u t t a f o r d s ,  t h i s  f i r s t  f l o o r  b a l c o n y  p r o v i d e d  t h e  i d e a l  

o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a t e a  room,  a t t r a c t i v e l y  s i t u a t e d  

a s  i t  was  a b o v e  t h e  h u s t l e  and b u s t l e  o f  t h e  s t r e e t .  T h i s  p a r t i c u ­

l a r  b a l c o n y  was  a l a t e r  a d d i t i o n  d a t i n g  f rom j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  S . A .  

W a r ^ ) .

E a r l y  h o t e l s  g e n e r a l l y  f o l l o w e d  d o m e s t i c  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

v e r a n d a h .  I t  was  i n v a r i a b l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  rooms w h i c h  

o p e n e d  o u t  on t o  i t ,  e . g .  C o g h i l l s  H o t e l ’ " " ' .  T h i s  u s a g e  p e r s i s t e d



t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  e v e n  i n  ur ba n  s i t u a t i o n s ,  e . g .  t h e  W h i t e  

H o u s e  H o t e l .  H o w e v e r ,  a number o f  e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  c a n  b e  n o t e d .  

The M a s o n i c  H o t e l ^ h a d  a b a l c o n y  a c c e s s i b l e  f r o m t h e  s t r e e t  and  

wa s  on t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r o o m s .  I t  w as  u s e d  i n  t h e  manner  o f  

t h e  o l d  Cape s t o e p .  O r i g i n a l l y  o p e n ,  i t  was  r o o f e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  

1 8 7 0 ' s .  A n o t h e r  v e r y  p o s h  e x c e p t i o n  w as  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  b a l c o n y  o f

t h e  Grand H o t e l T h i s  was d e f i n i t e l y  d e s i g n e d  f o r  u s e  a s  an

o u t d o o r  r o o m,  b e i n g  f u r n i s h e d  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  c o m p l e t e  w i t h  p o t t e d

p l a n t s ,  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  Cape s o c i a l  c u s t o m s .  A n o t h e r

p l a c e  w h e r e  a v e r a n d a h  was  g i v e n  o v e r  t o  o u t d o o r  l i v i n g  was  t h e  s p a  

a t  C a l e d o n ,  t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g  d a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  m i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s .

S h u t t e r s :

The l o u v r e d  s h u t t e r ,  u f t e n  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  v e r a n d a h ,  was  

t h e  c h i e f  w i n d o w - s h a d i n g  d e v i c e  u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I t s  

u s e  p r i o r  t o  1 8 3 8  h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  by  L e w c o c k ^  K I t  w as  known 

l o c a l l y  a s  a ' V e n e t i a n '  o r  e v e n  a s  a ' J a l o u s i e ' ^ I t s  u s e  was  

n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  h o u s e s  a l o n e  b u t  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  c h i e f l y  

i n  t h i s  f i e l d .  They w e r e  a l s o  u s e d  t o  s c r e e n  f r e n c h  d o o r s .  I t s  

normal  f o r m wa s  t h e  two l e a f  o ne  i n  w h i c h  a s i n g l e  l e a f  c o v e r e d  

h a l f  t h e  w i n d o w .  A r a r e r  f or m was t h a t  w h e r e  t h e  o n e  l e a f  was  a g a i n  

s u b d i v i d e d  v e r t i c a l l y  and h i n g e d .  The c h i e f  a d v a n t a g e  h e r e  was  

e a s i e r  m a n i p u l a t i o n  i n  u p p e r  f l o o r  w i n d o w s .  S h u t t e r s  w e r e  s o  

p o p u l a r  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  s t a n d a r d i s e d , a s  w e r e  t h e  s a s h  w i n d o w s  t h a t  

t h e y  c o v e r e d .

The c h i e f  a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  l o u v r e d  s h u t t e r  w a s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  

e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  d i r e c t  s u n , w h i l e  s t i l l  a l l o w i n g  a r e a s o n a b l e  amount  

o f  l i g h t  and a i r  i n t o  t h e  room.  A n o t h e r  a d v a n t a g e  was  t h e i r  e a s e  

o f  o p e r a t i o n .  They a l s o  o f f e r e d  s e c u r i t y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  w e r e  

c e r t a i n  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e i r  u s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  w i d e  o r  c l o s e -  

c o u p l e d  w i n d o w s .  They a l s o  d i d  n o t  f i t  w i t h  c e r t a i n  s t y l e s , e . g .  

T u d o r .  O f t e n  t h e y  w e r e  u s e d  f o r  o n l y  some o f  t h e  w i n d o w s  on a 

h o u s e  and n o t  on o t h e r s ,  e v e n  on t h e  same  f a c e .

A n o t h e r  d e v i c e  w h i c h  a p p a r e n t l y  came i n t o  u s e  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  was  t h e  

f i x i n g  o f  a s m a l l  d e c o r a t i v e l y  p i e r c e d  wo oden p l a t e  t o  t h e  t o p  o f  

s a s h  wi ndow f r a m e s .  S c r e w e d  o n t o  t h e  o u t s i d e ,  t h i s  p l a t e  a l l o w e d  

f o r  a c e r t a i n  amount  o f  v e n t i l a t i o n  w h i l e  s e c u r i n g  t h e  wi ndo w a g a i n s t  

e n t r y .  I t  h as  o n l y  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Cape



Town s o  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c h i e f l y  an e a r l y  f o r m  o f  

b u r g l a r  g u a r d .

I n t e r n a l  s h u t t e r s  w e r e  a n o t h e r  G e o r g i a n  l e g a c y .  U n l i k e  c u r t a i n s ,  

t n e y  a l l o w e d  a room t o  be  v i r t u a l l y  c o m p l e t e l y  d a r k e n e d .  Wi th  

a l o c k i n g  b a r  a t  t h e  b ac k  t h e y  a l s o  o f f e r e d  s e c u r i t y .  At  t h e  Cape  

t h e y  p e r s i s t e d  i n  common u s e  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  a l t h o u g h  e x a m p l e s  

c a n  s t i l l  b e  f o u n d  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  1 8 9 Q ' s ' ~ ^ / . The e x a c t  r e a s o n  

f o r  t h e i r  p a s s i n g  o u t  o f  f a s h i o n  i s  n o t  known b u t  e x p e n s e  i s  

p r o b a b l y  t h e  c h i e f  o n e .  A n o t h e r  c o u l d  be  t h e  f a s h i o n  f o r  an i n n e r  

l a c e  c u r t a i n  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e  i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

s h u t t e r .

Ve n t i l a t i o n :

The v e n t i l a t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  p l a c e s  w h e r e  p e o p l e  g a t h e r ­

ed i n  l a r g e  n u m b e r s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h o s p i t a l s ,  r e c e i v e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

a t t e n t i o n  i n  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Even t h e  p o p u l a r  h a n d b o o k s  

on d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e  had s e c t i o n s  d e v o t e d  t o  c u r r e n t  t h e o r y  and  

p r a c t i v e .  Many s y s t e m s  w e r e  e v o l v e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  s t a l e  a i r  was  

e f f i c i e n t l y  r em o ve d  and r e p l a c e d  w i t h  f r e s h ,  w i t h o u t  d i s c o m f o r t i n g  

t h e  o c c u p a n t s .  A r e v i e w  o f  t h e s e  m e t h o d s  i s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  G w i l t s  

E n c y c l o p a e d i a  ( 1 8 7 2  E d . ) .  They a l l  a p p e a r  t o  work on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

t h a t  s t a l e  a i r  r o s e  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  u p p e r  p o r t i o n  o f  a room 

s h o u l d  be  v e n t i l a t e d  i n  some  w ay .  W h e th e r  t h e s e  v e n t i l a t i n g  

s y s t e m s  w o r ke d  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e i r  i n v e n t o r s  c l a i m e d ,  i s  o p e n  t o  d o u b t .  

T h e r e  i s  a wr y comment  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  i n  G w i l t s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a 

w h o l e  h o s t  o f  r o o f  v e n t i l a t o r s  w e r e  i n v e n t e d  and s o l d  d u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d .  A w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  t h e s e  w e r e  i m p o r t e d  and u s e d  e s p e c i a l l y  

d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  d e c a d e .  They  w e r e  m o s t l y  u s e d  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  

h e a t  b u i l t  up i n  c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  r o o f s .

One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s  c o n c e r n  f o r  

v e n t i l a t i o n  w as  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  In t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y

h o s p i t a l  wab d e f i c i e n t  a s ,  a l t h o u g h  i t s  w a r d s  w e r e  p l a c e d  i n  p a v i l i o n s ,  

t h e y  w e r e  c o u p l e d  t o g e t h e r  l e n g t h w a y s ,  t h u s  n o t  a l l o w i n g  f o r  a d e q u a t e  

c r o s s  v e n t i l a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  h o s p i t a l  v e n t i l a t i o n  

w e r e  known t o  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  t h e  New S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l  , 

i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  more  o r  l e s s  d i s r e g a r d e d  when t h e  f i n a l  

d e s i g n  was  drawn u p ,  a s  i t  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  p a v i l i o n  

p r i n c i p l e .  I t  s h o u l d  be  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  two d i f f e r e n t  a i m s  w e r e



s o u g h t  h e r e .  The f i r s t  was  t h e  a v o i d a n c e  o f  c o n t a g i o n  b y  c r o s s  

v e n t i l a t i n g  e a c h  ward s e p a r a t e l y  i n t o  t h e  o p e n  a i r .  The s e c o n d  was  

t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  t h e  p a t i e n t  by  c o o l i n g  d r a u g h t s .  In p r a c t i c e ,  t h e s e  

c o u l d  be  c o m b i n e d ,  a f a c t  w h i c h  was  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  by  t h e  P.W.U.  

when d e s i g n i n g  t h e  n e v e r - b u i l t  e x t e n s i o n s  t o  t h e  new S o m e r s e t  

H o s p i t a l  o f  1 8 8 9 .  Here  t h e  wa r d s  w e r e  l a i d  o u t  a s  p a v i l i o n s  w i t n  

o p e n i n g s  i n t o  c o u r t y a r d s  on e i t h e r  s i d e  t o  a c h i e v e  maximum v e n t i l ­

a t i o n .  T h i s  p r i n c i p l e  was  o b v i o u s l y  a k e y  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  d e s i g n  

d e m o n s t r a t i n g  y e t  a g a i n  t h e  s t r o n g  t h r e a d  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  t h a t  

r u n s  t h r o u g n  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  A l a r g e  r o o f  v e n t i l a t o r  

p l a c e d  on a x i s  a s  a v e r t i c a l  a c c e n t  i s  a n o t h e r  s i g n  o f  t h i s .

A n o t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  b u i l d i n g  was  t h e  new Lock H o s p i t a l .  H e r e ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  awkward s i t e  and s e c u r i t y  n e e d ' ,  i t  was  n o t  p o s s i b l e  

t o  p u t  w i n d o w s  i n  t h e  i x t e r n a l  w a l l s  o f  t h e  w a r d s .  To o v e r c o m e  t h i s ,  

a s e r i e s  o f  v e n t i l a t i o n  d u c t s  was  d e v i s e d  t o  d r aw i n  f r e s h  a i r  low  

down e n d  d i s c h a r g e  i t  a b o v e  h e a d  h e i g h t .  The  e x h a u s t i n g  o f  s t a l e  

a i r  was  t a k e n  c a r e  o f  by c e i l i n g  r o s e t t e s  w h i c h  w e r e  d u c t e d  up t o  

t h e  l a r g e  v e n t i l a t o r  w h i c h  a l s o  v e n t e d  t h e  r o o f  s p a c e .

In c h u r c h  d e s i g n  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  o pe n  t i m b e r  r o o f  t h a t  

had s t r r t e d  t o  come i n t o  v o g u e  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  b r o u g h t  w i t h  i t  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  i n t e r n a l  h e a t  b u i l d  up .  T h i s  was  d u e  t o  t h e  s t e e p n e s s  o f  

t h e  r o o f  p i t c h  w h i c h  e x p o s e d  l a r g e  a r e a s  t o  t h e  summer s u n .  T h i s  

p r o b l e m  was  u s u a l l y  w o r s e n e d  by t h e  u s e  o f  d a r k  s l a t e  a s  a r o o f  c o v e r ­

i n g  and i n a d e q u a t e  i n s u l a t i o n ,  i n v a r i a b l y  n o t  mo r e  t h a n  1" t o  Ij,"

( 2 5  t o  38mm) o f  b o a r d i n g  and s t a i n e d  d a r k .  An e a r l y  r e p o r t  o f  t h i s  

d a t e s  f ro m 1 8 6 1 ,  w h i c h  c omme nt s  on t h e  Lady G r e y  I n f a n t  S c h o o l  

w h i c h ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  a c h u r c h ,  was s i m i l a r l y  c o n s t r u c t e d .

In an a t t e m p t  t o  a l l e c i a t e  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  v e n t i l a t o r s  w e r e  f i t t e d  

t o  t h e  a p e x  o f  t h e  r o o f  t o  e x h a u s t  t h e  h o t  a i r  a c c u m u l a t i n g  t h e r e  and  

p r o v i d e  an i n t e r n a l  a i r  f l o w .  One o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  a t t e m p t s  a t  t h i s  

w o u l d  a p p e a r  t o  be  S t .  A l o y s i u s  H a l l  (now an a n n e x e  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

G a l l e r y )  b u i l t  i n  18 68  t o  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  S .  S t o n e s t r e e t .  I t  ha s  a 

l a r g e  n a i l  on t h e  u p p e r  f l o o r  w i t h  an o pe n  ' G o t h ’ c '  c h a r a c t e r .  T h ­

i s  v e n t i l a t e d  t h r o u g h  two s m a l l  w oo den  v e n t i l a t o r s  w h i c h  i n  a l l  

r e s p e c t s  a p p e a r  t o  be  p a r t  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r u c t u r e ^ 4 6 - .

In t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  p r o m i n e n t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  t r e a t e d  v e r . t l -



I

l a b o r s  had b e c o me  p a r t  o f  c h u r c h  d e s i g n .  The W e s l e y a n  Church a t  

S t e l l e n b o s c h  had a l a r g e  v e n t i l a t o r  s e r v i n g  a s  a f l e c h e 1' 4 1. The  

M e t r o p o l i t a n  M e t h o d i s t  Chur ch a l s o  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h i s  a w k w a r d n e s s , 

a l t h o u g h  i n  t h i s  c a s e ,  p e r h a p s  n o t  s o  o b v i o u s l y .  In a r e p o r t  o f  

1 8 7 4 me n t i o n  i s  made o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c l e r e s t o r e y  w i nd o ws  

o p e n  and t h a t  t h e  140" (43m)  t o w e r  was  a l s o  i n t e n d e d  t o  a c t  a s  a 

v e n t i l a t o r  t o  t h e  ma i n bod y o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  The a r c h i t e c t  o f  b o t h  

t h e s e  c h u r c h e s  was C. F r e e m a n .  I t  i s  no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  h i s  e x p e r i ­

e n c e s  g a i n e d  i n  N a t a l  , w h e r e  t h i s  p r o b l e m  i s  mo r e  a c u t e  was  b r o u g h t  

t o  b e a r  h e r e .  The Round Church i n  Se a  P o i n t ,  a n o t h e r  o f  h i s  d e s i g n s  

o f  t h i s  t i m e ,  i s  a l s o  c a p p e d  by a l a r g e  v e n t i l a t o r - c u m - f l e c h e .

By t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  an a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o m p r o m i s e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

n e e d s  f o r  a d e q u a t e  i n s u l a t i o n  and v e n t i l a t i o n  a nd t h e  a e s t h e t i c  

d e s i r e  f o r  an o p e n  r o o f  s e e m t o  h a v e  b e e n  me t  by  a p a r t - c e i l i n g  

w h i c h  a l l o w e d  f o r  a l a r g e ,  w e l l - v e n t i l a t e d  p o c k e t  i n  t h e  a p e x  o f  t h e  

r o o f .  By i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  r o o f  c o v e r i n g  a nd c e i l i n g  

a t  t h e  s i d e s  a s  w e l l  a s  a l l o w i n g  t h i s  t o  e x h a u s t  i n t o  t h e  u p p e r  a i r  

p o c k e t , c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  f u r t h e r  i m p r o v e d .  The v e n t i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c h u r c h  p r o p e r  was u n d e r t a k e n  s e p a r a t e l y  t h r o u g h  c e i l i n g  r o s e s  and  

d u c t e d  i n t o  t h e  l a r g e  v e n t i l a t o r .  The M e t h o d i s t  C hur ch  a t  Sea  

P o i n t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  v e r y  c l e a r l y .

In p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  t h e  f i r s t  s i g n s  o f  e s p e c i a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  v e n t i ­

l a t i o n  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  g o a l - b u i l d i n g  programme o f  t h e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  

H er e  t h o u g h , c o n c e r n  was  o n l y  f o r  t h e  a d e q u a t e  v e n t i l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c e l l s  t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  v e r t i c a l  w a l l  d u c t i n g  . In l a r g e r  

b u i l d i n g s ,  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  was p a i d  t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m  a t  m i d - c e n t u r y .  

The S . A .  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  and Museum b u i l d i n g  f o r  i n s t a n c e  had no r o o f  

v e n t i l a t i o n  a t  a l l  a n d ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  r e l i e d  m a i n l y  on t h e  h e i g h t  o f  

i t s  p u b l i c  rooms t o  d i s s i p a t e  a n y  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  r e a t  b u i l d  up.  

T h a t  t h i s  i s  i n a d e q u a t e  c a n  be f e l t  on a n y  h o t  d a y  n o w ,  s o  t h e  

museum room w i t h  i t s  o r i g i n a l  s k y l i g h t s  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  s t i f l i n g .  In 

t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t ,  an a t t e m p t  t o  p r o v i d e  a d e ­

q u a t e  v e n t i l a t i o n  t o  t h e  two c h a m b e r s  c an  b e  s e e n .  H e r e  t h r e e  

c e i l i n g  r o s e s  i n  e a c h  room w e r e  d u c t e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r o o f  t o  d i s c h a r g e  

t h r o u g h  m u s n r o c m - h e a d e d  v e n t i l a t o r s  i n  t h e  o p e n  a i r ^ 3 The s e  

w e r e  t u c k e d  away d i s c r e t e l y  on t h e  i n n e r  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  r o o f  a s  i t  

was o b v i o u s l y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  h a r m o n i s e  w i t h  t h e  d e s i g n .

The M a g i s t r a t e ' s  C o u r t  on Church S q u a r e  i s  p o s s i b l y  t h e  b e s t  example

3 8 9 .
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o f  t h e  f u n  f l o w e r i n g  o f  t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  v e n t i l a t i o n  i n  p u b l i c  

b u i l d i n g s .  B u i l t  i n  1 8 9 0 ,  i t  ha s  a number o f  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  

be e x a m i n e d  i n  d e t a i l .  F i r s t l y  i t  h a s  a p r o m i n e n t ,  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  

t r e a t e d  r o o f  v e n t i l a t o r  c u m - t u r r e t .  The c o u r t  i t s e l f  h a s  t h e  u s u a l  

c e i l i n g  r o s e s  ( t h r e e )  e x h a u s t i n g  t h r o u g h  t a p e r i n g  d u c t s  i n t o  c o w l -  

l i k e  v e n t i l a t o r s ,  o e s i d e s  t h i s ,  i t  h a s  f r e s h  a i r  i n l e t s  w h e r e  a i r  

drawn i n  from t h e  s m a l l ,  i n t e r n a l  c o u r t y a r d  i s  d u c t e d  a l o n g  h o r i ­

z o n t a l  l y  and t h e n  d i s c h a r g e d  t h r o u g h  v e r t i c a l  b r a n c h e s  a t  a p o s i t i o n  

j u s t  a b o v e  normal  h ea d  h e i g h t .  The o b j e c t  h e r e  was o b v i o u s l y  t o  

a v o i d  d r a u g h t s .  Thus a c o m p l e t e  s y s t e m  o f  i n t a k e  and e x h a u s t  had 

d e v i s e u .  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  b u i l d i n g  h a s  l o n g  s i n c e  c e a s e d  t o  e x i s t  

and I h a v e  n o t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  f i n d  a n y  c o m me n ts  on  i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  

o r  o t h e r w i s e .  The s m a l l e r  room a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  s e e m s  t o  

h a v e  had a v a r i a n t  o f  t h i s  s y s t e m .  R e l y i n g  c o m p l e t e l y  a s  i t  d i d  on  

n a t u r a l  m e t h o d s  o f  a i r  f l o w ,  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y  t h e  

o - t e n  f o r g o t t e n  V i c t o r i a n  c o n c e r n  f o r  c o m f o r t .

On h o u s e s ,  n o t  o v e r - m u c h  a t t e n t i o n  was  p a i d  t o  r o o f  v e n t i l a t i o n ,  

a l t h o u g h  f r om  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  on i t  was  common p r a c t i c e  t o  c u t  s m a l l  

v e n t i l a t i n g  h o l e s  i n  t h e  e a v e s '  o v e r h a n g ,  b u t  no c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p r o ­

v i s i o n  wa s  made a t  t h e  a p e x  o f  t h e  r o o f .  On h o u s e s  w i t h  g a b l e s ,  

t h o u g h ,  i t  was  common p r a c t i c e  t o  p l a c e  a g r i l l  t h e r e  t o  p r o m o t e  

r o o f  v e n t i l a t i o n .  I n t e r n a l  v e n t i l a t i o n  was c h i e f l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  

u s e  o f  w i n d o w s ,  t h e  d o u b l e  s l i d i n g  s a s h  b e i n g  by  f a r  t h e  m o s t  w i d e  

s p r e a d  t y p e  i n  u s e .  T h i s  t y p e ,  w i t h  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  s e p a r ­

a t e  a d j u s t a b l e  o p e n i n g s  t o p  and b o t t o m ,  was  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  u s e .

The Ca pe  Town B u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  1 8 8 9 ^ ‘ ; w e r e  t h e  f i r s t  t o  

l a y  down s t a n d a r d s  o f  d o m e s t i c  v e n t i l a t i o n .  R e g u l a t i o n  2 1 7  r e q u i r e d  

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  h a l f  o f  e v e r y  wi ndo w be made t o  o p e n  and t h a t  t h e  t o p  

o f  t h e  w i n d o w s  be  a t  l e a s t  7 ' 0 "  ( 2 . 3 m )  a b o v e  t h e  f l o o r .  P e r m a n e n t  

v e n t i l a t i o n  was a l s o  r e q u i r e d  ( R e g u l a t i o n  2 1 8 )  i n  a l l  rooms w i t h o u t  

a f i r e p l a c e .  In p r a c t i c e , t h i s  was p r o v i d e d  by a i r  b r i c k s  a t  a 

h i g h  l e v e l .
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va r ian t  o f  B r i t i s h  Victor ian and i t  - o u id  be p o s s i b l e  to trace  

v i r t u a l l y  every f o m  and mot i f  back to i t s  B r i t i s h  source but.  
although t h i s  might be necessary and even o c c a s i o n a l l y  rewarding,  
i t  would u l t im a te ly  be a s t e r i l e  e x e r c i s e  i f  the mam purpose was 

to  demonstrate that  the a r c h i t e c tu r e  was merely an assemblage 0 
derived forms. In the same way th a t  h i s t o r i a n s  have begun to pee 
back the  h i s t o r i c a l  trappings o f  Victor ian a r c h i t e c tu r e  to revea 

i t s  ' inner s t y l e '  and to g iv e  i t  se r io u s  cons i dera t ion  in i t s  own 

r i g h t ,  so too ,  co lo ni a l  a r c h i t e c tu r e  should be seen as having . 

own e x i s t e n c e .

There i s  a l so  the temptation,  open to a l l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  to explain  

—

economic fa c to rs  whihc, in co lo ni a l  b u i l d in g ,  was v i r t u a l l y  para-

o f  not  'where from' but 'how u s e d ' 1' 2 ) .  This p o s i t i v e  approach 

emphasises the triumph o f  19th century arch i t ec tu re  - r i c h ,  m u ,  
s t i l l  operat ing within the h i s t o r i c a l  s t y l e s ,  was able to adapt them 

for  use in the evolut ion  of  many new b u i l d i n g  types .

_



H a v i n g  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  bo dy  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  my c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  

b r o a d  b a c k g r o u n d  a g a i n s t  w h i c h  a p a r t i c u l a r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  e v o l v e d ,

I f e e l  t h a t  an i m p o r t a n t  c o n n e c t i o n  s h o u l d  be  made .  T h i s  i s  i n  t h e  

f i e l d  o f  d o m e s t i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  a s  i t  i s  

h e r e  t h a t  E n g l i s h  V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t s  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n e d  

and s o m e t h i n g  o f  t h i s  c o n c e r n  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s .

T h i s  i ;  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n n o v a t i o n  was  a b s e n t  e l s e w h e r e .  The  

c o n n e c t i o n  w h i c h  i s  t o  be  made i s  t h a t  b e t w e e n  two s i s t e r  c o l o n i e s ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  " h a t  b e t w e e n  t h e  m o t h e r  c o u n t -  and i t s  o f f - s p r i n g  w h i c h  

i s  c o n s i d e r e d  normal  and l o g i c a l .  I t  i s  a r g u e d  t h a t  i t  i s  j u s t  a s  

l o g i c a l  f o r  c o l o n i e s  t o  d e r i v e  some o f  t h e i r  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s  

o n e  f rom t h e  o V e r ,  a s  t h e s e  w e r e  o f t e n  w e l l  p l a c e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

b o o m / s l u m p  c y c l e s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t o  be  p r o f i t e d  f r o m .  A l t h o u g h  

o n l y  a c o u p l e  o f  s p e c i f i c  i n f l u e n c e s  w i l l  be  t r a c e d , t h e  f i e l d  i s ,  I 

b e l i e v e ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  f a r  r i c h e r  and i n f l u e n c e s  c o u l d  p o s s i b l e  be  

t r a c e d  f r o m  c o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  o u r  

p r e s e n t  s t a g e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  d o e s  n o t  a l l o w  us  t o  make t h e s e  c o m p a r i ­

s o n s .  T h i s  i s  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h i s t o r y  h a s ,  u n t i l  

r e c e n t l y ,  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c h i e f  monument s  o f  a n a t i o n  o r  t h e  

m a i n  m o v e m e n t s  and n o t  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n a l ,  more  mundane b u i l d i n g s  

w h i c h ,  b e a r i n g  i n  mind t h e  b a c k g r o u n d s  o f  m o s t  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t  

and b u i l d e r s ,  w e r e  t h e i r  m o s t  o b v i o u s  m o d e l s .  Thus i t  i s  o u t  o f  

t h i s ' p r o v i n c i a l ’ m i l i e u  t h a t  t h e  t y p i c a l  f o r m s  o f  c o l o n i a l  a r c h i t e c t ­

u r e  w e r e  b o r n .

i h e  two d o m e s t i c  t y p e s  w h o s e  o r i g i n s  I h a v e  t e n t a t i v e l y  t r a c e d  a r e  

t h e  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  t e r r a c e  h o u s e  and t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a .

The t e r r a c e  h o u s e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  w o u l d  seem t o  h a v e  o r i g i n i a t e d  i n  

Ca pe  Town i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 2 0 ' s  and by  1 8 4 0  was  i n  g e n e r a l  u s e ( 3 ) . 

oome of  t h e  d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n s  w e r e  v e r y  c l o s e l y  m o d e l l e d  on  

t h e i r  E n g l i s h  G e o r g i a n  p r o t o t y p e s .  As a t y p e ,  i t  e n j o y e d  c o n s i d e r ­

a b l e  p o p u l a r i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  s p e c u l a t i v e  p u r p o s e s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  E x c e p t  f o r  a f e w  a t  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h  and t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  

o n e  e l s e w h e r e ,  i t  r e m a i n e d  a h o u s e  f o r m  t h a t  was m o s t l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  

Cape Town.  I t  w a s  a l s o  v i r t u a l l y  unknown i n  t h e  o u t l y i n g  t own s  and  

v i l l a g e s  u n t i l  i . 1 8 7 5 .  B ot h  t h e  s i n g l e  and d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  e a r l i e r  

v e r s i o n s  w e r e  w i t h o u t  v e r a n d a h s ,  b u t  t h e s e  be came  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

p o p u l a r  a f t e r  t r i s .  B ot h  f o r m s  d e r i v e d  t h e i r  p l a n s  f r o m  t h e  c o n t e m ­

p o r a r y  E n g l i s h  ' t u n n e l  b a c k 1 . H o w e v e r ,  p r o m p t e d  by t h e  f i r s t

394.
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c o m p r e h e n s i v e  b u i l d i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f  18 8 9 ,  t h e  e x t e r n a l  forrT' o f  t h e  

d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n  c h a n g e d  v e r y  s u d d e n l y :  p a r t y  w a l l s  r o s e  a s

p a r a p e t s ,  v e r a n d a h s  be ca me  an i n t e g r a t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  a e s t n e t i c  

i n s t e a d  o f  b e i n g  t a c k e d  o n ,  a n d  t h e r e  was  a p l e t h o r a  o f  p l a s t e r  o r n a ­

m e n t s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  o r i g i n .  What c a u s e d  t h e  c h a n g e  i s  known b u t  t h e  

o r i g i n  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  h a s  n o t  b e e n  t r a c e d .  C e r t a i n l y ,  r e f e r e n c e  

t o  B r i t a i n  i n  1 8 9 0  w i l l  n o t  u n c o v e r  t h e  r e a d y - m a d e  a e s t h e t i c  w h i c h  

i t  d e f i n i t e l y  a p p e a r s  t o  b e .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  we t u r n  t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  t o  t h e  c i t i e s  o f  S y d n e y  and M e l b o u r n e ,  i t  i s  h e r e  t h a t  we 

f i n d  t h e  m o s t  l i k e l y  m o d e l ^ 4 • .  H e r e ,  t h e  boom c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  had 

l a s t e d  f r om  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 ' s  u n t i l  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  had  

c a u s e d  a m a s s i v e  g r o w t h  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ^ .  T h e r e  had d e v e l o p e d  i n  

b o t h  c i t i e s  l a r g e  a r e a s  o f  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  d o u b l e  

s t o r e y e d  v a r i e t i e s  w h i c h  u s e d  e x a c t l y  t h o s e  e l e m e n t s ,  i . e .  d e c o r a t i v e  

c a s t - i r o n  and c e m e n t  p i a s t e r  o r n a m e n t s  and s i m i l a r  f o r m s  t o  t h o s e  

t h a t  we f i n d  on t h e  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 1 s  i n  Cape "town

In t h e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  t e r r a c e s  b u i l t  i n  t h e  l a t e  1 8 9 0 ' s  w i t h  t h e i r  

p r o m i n e n t  p a r a p e t  and g a b , e t s , we a l s o  f i n d  a l i n k  w i t h  s i m i l a r  but  

e a r l i e r  h o u s e s  i n  A u s t r a l i a .  B e a r i n g  t h i s  i n  m i n d ,  a r emar k by a 

p a s s i n g  t r a v e l l e r  c o m p a r i n g  W o o d s t o c k ,  an  a r e a  v i r t u a l l y  g i v e n  o v e r  

t o  t e r r a c e  h o u s e s , w i t h  an A u s t r a l i a n  s u b u r b ,  r e i n f o r c e s  t h i s  

v i e w ^ - .

In o r d e r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  A u s t r a l i a n  c o n n e c t i o n  mor e  s t r o n g l y ,  i t  i s  

b e s t  t o  r e v i e w  a l l  t h e  known l i n k s .  U n t i l  1 8 7 9 ,  Cape Town was  t h e  

s t a n d a r d  p o r t  o f  c a l l  on t h e  d i r e c t  r o u t e s  t o  and f ro m A u s t r a l i a ,  

and e v e n  a f t e r  t h i s  i t  r e m a i n e d  an i m p o r t a n t  s t o p p i n g  o f f  p o i n t .

Of t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  who p r a c t i s e d  i n  Cape  Town,  we know at.  l e a s t  o n e ,

N.  B l a c k ,  who was  a c t u a l l y  ' Trai ned i n  M e l b o u r n e  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s " , 

and who t h e r e f o r e  m u s t  n a t u r a l 1y  n a v e  u s e d  t h i c - - j t '  when n

p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  A n o t h e r  c o n t e m p o r a r y  a r c h i t e c t  was  G r e e n ,  

who had had e x t e n s i v e  A u s t r a l i a n  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  An 

e a r l i e r  a r c h i t e c t ,  a l t h o u g h  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  m e n t i o n e d ,  was  W.B.  H a y e s ,  

who had w o r ke d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  p r i o r  t o  j o i n i n g  t h e  Cape P.W. D.  i n  t h e  

m i d - 1 8 7 0 ' s ^ .  He a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  had a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  c a r e e r  

i n  Cape  Town t n o u g h ,  m o v i n g ,  i t  i s  s u r m i s e d ,  t o  B l o e m f o n t e i n  c . 1 8 7 8 ,  

w h e r e  h e  had j u s t  won t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  ' o r  t h e  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  now 

w e l l - k n o w n  T w e e t o r i n g  C h u r c h .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  d u r i n g  h i s  b r i e f  s t a y  

i n  Cape Town and w i t h  h i s  known a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  A r c h i t e c t s  s u c h  a s
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C. F r e e m a n ,  he m u s t  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a l i n k  w i t h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

A u s t r a l i a n  p r a c t i c e .

The m o v e m e n t s  o f  b u i l d e r s  a r e  v i r t u a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f o l l o w  b u t  

t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  o f  A u s t r a l i a n  a r t i s a n s  a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  r a p e  i n  

Ihe m i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s ■ l 0 ^. L a s t l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  c a s e  o f  c a s t  ron  

d e s i g n s  b e i n g  i m p o r t e d  f rom o r  p i r a t e d  f r o m  t h o s e  o f  . o u n d r y  

ir, M e l b o u r n e ' 1 1 ^. T h e r e  a r e  e v e n  e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  c a s t - i r o n  i t s e l f  

b e i n g  i m p o r t e d ^ . T h e r e  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  much c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  

e v i d e n c e  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  A u s t r a l i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  o f  

t h e  common s o r t ,  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  w e l l - k n o w n  i n  t h e  r a p e  b u i l d i n g  

w o r l d .

The s u d d e n  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  i n  Ca pe  Town,  c . 1 8 8 0 ,  

h a s  b e e n  n o t e d  e l s e w h e r e ' ^ ' .  A t  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  i t  

c a n n o t  b e  p o s i t i v e l y  s a i d  t o  h a v e  had i t s  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  o r i g i n  i n  

Cape Town a nd i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  s l i g h t l y  

e a r l i e r  i n  Durban o r  P o r t  E l i z a b e t h .  H o w e v e r ,  i t  s p r e a d  v e r y  

q u i c k l y  a n d  by t h e  m i d - 1 8 9 0 ' s  w o u l d  s e e m t v  h a v e  be c om e t h e  s t a n d a r d  

f o r m a t  f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  ' s p e c  v i l l a '  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y .

The m o s t  i n t r i g u i n g  a s p e c t  o f  i t s  h i s t o r y  i s  i t s  p a r e n t a g e .  T h e r e  

i s  l i t t l e  p r e c e d e n t  f o r  i t  a t  t h e  C a p e ,  s y m me t ry  b e i n g  t h e  r u l e  o f  

t h e  d a y  r i g h t  up u n t i l  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s .  A l l  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t s  w i t h  

a s y m m e t r y ,  w i t h  p n e  e x c e p t i o n  w h i c h  we w i l l  come b a c k  t o ,  w e r e  

t e n t a t i v e  and a p p a r e n t l y  n o t  s e e k i n g  t o  s y n t h e s i s ?  t h e  g a b l e ,  bay  

wi ndow a n d  v e r a n d a h  o n t o  o n e  f a c a d e .  P r e - s u p p o s i n g  i t  t o  be  s o me ­

t h i n g  t h a t  was  t h e n  i m p o r t e d  a s  an i d e a  i n  t o t o , i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t o  

a s s u m e  t h a t  i t  came f rom t h e  m o t h e r  c o u n t r y .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i t s  

a n c e s t o r s  c a n  be  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  b o o k s  o f  a r o u n d  c . 1 8 3 0 .  T h e s e  

w e r e  t h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  c o t t a g e s  a nd  l o d g e s  , b u t  t h e r e  s e e m s  t o  be  

a s t e p  m i s s i n g ,  o r  t o  u s e  a d i f f e r e n t  t e r m i n o l o g y ,  t h e s e  wo u ld  

a p p e a r  t o  b e  t h e  g r a n d f a t h e r s ,  n o t  t h e  f a t h e r s .  I f  we a g a i n  t u r n  

t o  t h e  s i s t e r  c o l o n y  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  i t  w o u l d  s ee m t h a t  t h e  a s y m m e t ­

r i c a l  v i l l a  was a w i d e s p r e a d  t y p e ' ^ - w h i c h  had e v o l v e d  t h e r e  

d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 4 0 ' s  a n d ,  by t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  had r e a c h e d  a r e m a r k a b l y  

s i m i l a r  f o r m  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s  i n  Cape  Town,  b o t h  i n  p l a n  and  

e l e v a t i o n ' ^ .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  no p o s i t i v e  e v i d e n c e  c a n  be  o f f e r e d  i n  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  known m ov eme nt s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n t  p e o p l e  e t c . ,  a l t h o u g h  

i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  e v o l v e d  i n d e p e n d -



s n t l y  o f  i t s  A u s t r a l i a n  f o r e r u n n e r  and a s i n g l e  q u a s i - a s y m m e t r i c a l  

v i l l a  may be  a c l u e  t o  t h i s ( 1 7 ) .  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  i t  w as  d e r i v e d  

f a i r l y  d i r e c t l y  f rom A u s t r a l i a  a s  an i m m e d i a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  model  

t o w a r d s  w h i c h  d o m e s t i c  t a s t e  a t  t h e  Cape  was  d e f i n i t e l y  b e g i n n i n g  
t o  t u r n .

The d o u b l e  s t o r e y e d  a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  w o u l d ,  by t h e  same t o k e n ,  

a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  A u s t r a l i a n  o r i g i n s .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  d o e s  n o t  p r e ­

d a t e  t h e  s i n g l e  s t o r e y e d  v e r s i o n  a n d ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  i t  i s  p e r h a p s  

l a t e r .  i h i s  f o r m was  t o  be come  w i d e s p r e a d  a s  d i d  t h e  e v e n  more  

' p i c t u r e s q u e '  d e v e l o p m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c o r n e r - t u r r e t e d  h o u s e s ,  

i h e s e  w o u l d  s e e n ,  w i t h  t h e i r  L - s h a p e d  v e r a n d a h s  and w i t h  g a b l e s  

t o  e a c h  o f  t h e s e  e l e v a t i o n s ,  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a f u s i o n  o f  t h e  i m p o r t e a  

a s y m m e t r i c a l  v i l l a  w i t h  t h e  s l i g h t l y  e a r l i e r  Cape  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

t h e  b u n g a l o w  h o u s e ' 1 8 ) .

Summary;

What h a s  e m e r g e d  v e r y  c l e a r l y  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t h e  l o n g  G e o r g i a n  

t w i l i g h t  a t  t h e  C a p e ,  a p e r i o d  o f  s l o w  t r a n s i t i o n  f ro m t h e  e a r l i e r  

s i m p l e  f o r m s  t o  t h e  l a t e r ,  mor e  c o m p l e x  a r c h i t e  t u r e .  T h i s  was  

m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  d u e  t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l o n y  w h i c h  

was  v e r y  u n c e r t a i n  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d .  T h e r e  

w a s .  t h e r e f o r e ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e  l i t t l e  money t o  be  s p e n t  on b u i l d ­

i n g s  a nd  t h u s  l i t t l e  t o  a t t r a c t  a r c h i t e c t s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y .  High  

V i c t o r i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  p r e - e m i n e n t l y  an a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  a f f l u e n c e  

w h i c h  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  a c e r t a i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  e x p e r t i s e .  B o t h  t h e  

a f f l u e n c e  and e x p e r t i s e  w e r e  i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y  a t  t h e  Cape  d u r i n g  t h e  

d e c a d e s  f r o m 1 8 4 0  t o  1 8 7 0 .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e n ,  t h e r e  was  l i t t l e  i n  

t h e  way o f  . y l i s t i c  i n n o v a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  

i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  ' c o r r e c t '  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l ,  c . 1 8 5 0 ,  a nd  a b r i e f  f l o w e r ­

i n g  o f  ' I t a l i a n a t e '  c o m m e r c i a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s .  In  

e s s e n c e ,  t h o u g h ,  b o t h  t h e s e  w e r e  f a i r l y  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  p r o v i n c i a l  

c o p i e s  o f  e a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  E n g l i s h  a r c h i t e c t u r e ^ ) .

I t  i s  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  t h e  1 8 7 0 ' s ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  

o f  d i a m o n d s ,  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  t e n t a t i v e  s t e p s  w e r e  t a k e n  away f ro m t h e  

b o x - l i k e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  e r a .  T h i s  was mor e  i n  s t e p  

w - i t h j h e  p i c t u r e s q u e  a e s t h e t i c  w h i c h  had now b e c o me  t h e  High V i c t o r i a n  

norm " . In t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s ,  w h i c h  a r e  s t i l l  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e i r
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398.

E n g l i s h  p r o t o t y p e s ,  c a n  be  s e e n  t h e  g l i m m e r i n g s  o f  w h a t  was  l a t e r

t o  b e c o me  t h e  f u l l  b lo wn  s t y l e  o f  t n e  1 8 9 0 ' s .  Some o f  t h e s e  

e m e r g i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  w e r e  t h e  i r r e g u l a r  p l a n  and t h e  p i c t u r ­

e s q u e  s i l h o u e t e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a g r e a t e r  r i c h n e s s  o f  o r n a m e n t  and t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g  u s e  o f  t h e  v e r a n d a h .  Thus t h i s  p e r i o d  f ro m 1 8 7 0  t o  

1 8 9 0  c a n  be  s e e n  a s  a t i m e  o f  t r a n s i t i o n ,  h e n c e  t h e  e a r l i e * 1 u s e  o f  

t h e  t e r m ,  p r o t o - c o l o n i a l .

An e x p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  a t  t h i s  t i m e  was t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a number o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r c n i t e c t s .  I t  i s  a l s o  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  

a t t e m p t  t o  s e t  up a p r o f e s s i o n a l  b od y  t o o k  p l a c e ' 1" 1 ''. T h e s e  

a r c h i t e c t s  had a l a r g e  hand i n  f o r m i n g  t h e  new a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The  

1 8 9 0 ' s c a n  t h u s  b e  s e e n  a s  t h e  f l o w e r i n g  o f  Cape c o l o n i a l  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r e .  T h i s ,  we h a v e  n o t e d ,  l a s t e d  i n t o  t h e  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  b e i n g  i n  

i t s e l f  o v e r w h e l m e d  by E dw a r d i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  c . 1 9 1 0 .  T h a t  t h e  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  was an a r c h i t e c t ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  t h e r e  

c a n  b e  l i t t l e  d o u b t ;  b u t  i t  d o e s  a p p e a r  t h a t  t h i s  r o b u s t  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r e  by t h e  ' p r o f e s s i o n a l ' man was w e l l  r e c e i v e d  and l i k e d  by  

i t s  p a t r o n s  and t h a t  i n  i t s  f o r m s  and l a v i s h  b u t  f r e e  u s e  o f  

o r n a m e n t , i t  c a u g h t  t h e  mood o f  t h e  t i m e s  c o m p l e t e l y .  T h i s  i s ,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  w h i c h  s u c c e e d e d  i t  w h i c h  

e m p h a s i s e d  w e l l - b r e d  s i m p l i c i t y  and was  i n  ' g o o d  t a s t e ' .  Wi tn  

t h e  s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  B ak e r  and M a s e y ,  n o n e  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  

p r a c t i s i n g  i n  Cape Town a r o u n d  1 9 0 0  c o u l d  be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  ' a r t -  

a r c h i t e c t s '  .

The a r c h i t e c t u r e  f o l l o w e d  v e r y  b r o a d l y ,  and w i t h  t h e  u s u a l  t i m e -  

l a g ,  a l l  t h e  p o p u l a r  V i c t o r i a n  c u l t u r a l  m o v e m e n t s .  Thus R e g e n c y ,  

w i t h  i t s  f l i r t a t i o n  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s t y l e s ,  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  e a r l y  

V i c t o r i a n  w i t h  t h e  ' b a t t l e  o f  t h e  s t y l e s ' ;  G o t h i c  v e r s u s  I t a l i a n ,  

t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  a l t h o u g h  a s  s h o w n ,  ' G o t h i c '  made l i t t l e  he adway  o u t ­

s i d e  i t s  u s e  i n  c h u r c h e s  a t  t h e  Cap e.  L a s t l y ,  c ame  ' Quee n Anne'  

b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s c a r c i t y  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  l o c a l  m a t e r i a l s  t h i s  i s  

h a r d l y  a V i c t o r i a n  s t y l e  a t  t h e  Cape.

H o we v er  b r o a d l y  i t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  E n g l i s h  m o v e me n t s  t h o u g h ,  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r e  was s t i l l  d i f f e r e n t  f ro m t h a t  i n  B r i t a i n .  As d i f f e r e n t  a s ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  A m e r i c a n  o r  A u s t r a l i a n  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  and i t  i s  t h i s  

d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  i s  m o s t  w o r t h  i n v e s t i g a t i n g .

I t  w o u l d  be hard t o  p o i n t  o u t  a n y  p a r t i c u l a t l y  o u t s t a n d i n g  b u i l d i n g s .



n o n e  o f  wh h w o u l d  c o m p a r e  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  B r i t i s h  p r o t y t y p e s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e r e  a r e  some w h i c h  r e a c h e d  a h i g h  l e v e l  o f  c o m p e t ­

e n c e ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  M e t r o p o l i t a n  M e t h o d i s t  C h u r c h ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  

w h a t  i s  r e a l l y  i m p r e s s i v e  a b o u t  l a t e  V i c t o r i a n  c a p e  a r c h i t e c t u r e .

I t s  s t r e n g t h  l i e s  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  t i m e  t o  

e v o l v e  a s e r i e s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  w h i c h  r a n g e d  f ro m a 

w h o l e  s e r i e s  o f  h o u s i n g  f o r m s  t o  a v e r y  e f f e c t i v e  s t r e e t  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  

Even i n  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i d e b o u n d  f i e l d  o f  c h u r c h  a r c h i t e c t u r e  some  

r e a s o n a u l e  a t t e m p t s  t o  a d a p t  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  G o t h i c  t o  t h e  c l ' m a t e  

and m a t e r i a l s  c a n  be  o b s e r v e d .  In t h i s ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  c r e a t i v e  

e c l e c t i c i s m '  ^ ^ f o r t u n a t e l y  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  w h i c h  

a l l o w e d  t h e  a r c h i t e c t s  u u c h  g r e a t e r  f r e e d o m  t o  i n n o v a t e  and  

s y n t h e s i s e  t h a n  b e f o r e .

I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  n o t e d  h e r e  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  some r e g i o n a l  

v a r i a t i o n s  i n  h o u s e  d e s i g n ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  f e a t u r e s  o f  w h i c h  s t i l l  h a v e  

t o  b e  d o c u m e n t e d ,  t h a t  f r om  a b o u t  1 8 9 0 ,  a d i s t i n c t  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

a r c h i t e c t u r e  a s  s u c h ,  was  i n  e x i s t e n c e .  T h i s  i s  a f o r m o f  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r e  i n  w h i c h  t h e  v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g  t y o e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

s h a r e d  a common s e t  o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  In many w a y s  t h i s  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r e  wa s  s i m i l a r  t o  Cape D u t c h ,  i n  t h a t  i t  was  a l o c a l  g r o w t h  

u s i n g  i n  i t s  own way t h e  s t y l i s m s  o f  t h e  m o t h e r  c o u n t r y  ( i n  t h i s  

c a s e ,  c o u n t r i e s ) .  I t  c a n  be  a r g u e d ,  t h o u g h , t h a t  i t  was  more  s u c c e s s  

f u l  i n  c o m i n g  t o  t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  c l i m a t e ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  i t  d i d  h a v e  

t h e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  and t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n .

To t u r n  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  ' s t y l e 1 , i t  i s  o b v i o u s  t h a t  j u s t  a s  t h e  

p u r i t y  o f  a n y  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  c e a s e d  t o  be  o f  a n y  r e a i  c o n c e r n  t o  

a r c h i t e c t s  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p e r i o d ,  s o  s t y l i s t i c  l a b e l s  w e r e  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  l o o s e l y  a p p l i e d .  T h i s  was  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  a t  t h e  

Cape  and w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  s o  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s . Even t h e  l a b e l s

be c am e i n c r e a s i n g l y  v a g u e  w i t h  d e s c r i p t i o n s  s u c h  a s  ' F r e e  R e n a i s s a n c e '  

T h i s  w as  o n l y  a g e n e r a l  t e rm  and a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  d e t a i l s .  

O f t e n  t h e  t e r m s  u s e d  a r e  t o t a l l y  i n a c c u r a t e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

s u c h  a s  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  ' E l i z a b e t h a n '  f o r  t h e  V a l k e n b u r g  A s y l u m .

The a d v a n t a g e  o f  a ' s t y l e '  i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  i s  t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e s  an  

a p p r o p r i a t e  v o c a b u l a r y  o f  f or m a nd d e t a i l  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  

b u i l d i n g  t y p e s  c a n  be  d e s i g n e d .  T h i s  a l l o w s  f o r  a r e p e r t o i r e  w i t h  

w h i c h  b o t h  t h e  a r c h i t e c t  and l ayman i s  f a m i l i a r  and t h u s  b u i l d i n g s



c a n  be  e a s i l y  r e c o g n i s e d  and ' r e a d ' . In t h i s  r e s p e c t  Cape  a r c h i ­

t e c t u r e  was  p e r h a p s  more  f o r t u n a t e  t h a n  some o f  t h e  mo r e  a d v a n c e d  

E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s .  The p o v e r t y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  s a v e d  i t  f ro m t h e  

mor e e x o t i c  e a r l i e r  s t y l e s  w h i l s t ,  by t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s ,  a f a i r l y  s i m p l e  

v a r i e t y  was  u s e d  and u n d e r s t o o d ,  i . e .  G o t h i c  f o r  c h u r c h e s ,  w i t h  

some N o n - C o n f o r m i s t  c h a p e l s  i n  C l a s s i c a l  f o r m s  and I t a l i a n  f o r  

c o m m e r c i a l . The s t r o n g  t h r e a d  a l s o  a l l o w e d  a number o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  

s t r u c t u r e s  t o  be co me  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  t e r m e d ,  d e c o r a t e d  s h e d s .  How­

e v e r ,  t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  o r n a m e n t  and i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  was  

a l w a y s  i m p o r t a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  o n e  b e a r s  i n  mi nd t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  

q u a l i t i e s  t h e s e  had i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  a e s t h e t i c .

In 1 9 0 2 ,  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a t  t h e  Cape  was 2 5 0  y e a r s  o l d .  In t h i s  

t i m e  i t  had gr own f rom a f o r t i f i e d  p o s t  i n t o  a s u b s t a n t i a l  c i t y  

w h o s e  p o p u l a t i o n  had i n c r e a s e d  t e n f o l d  d u r i n g  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  e r a  

a l o n e .  T h i s  r a p i d  g r o w t h  i f ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l ­

i s i n g  c i t y  b u t  Cape T o w n ' s  g r o w t h  was f o r t u n a t e l y  n o t  a s  e x t r e m e  

a s  many o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  c i t i e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  

c e n t u r y  s h e  was  s t i l l  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i t y  i n  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a  a n d ,  mo r e  

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  was  b o t h  t h e  m o t h e r  c i t y  a nd t h e  g a t e w a y  t o  an e c o n o m i c ­

a l l y  e x p a n d i n g  s u b - c o n t i n e n t .  As  s u c h ,  t h e  c i t y  was  p r o b a b l y  a t  

t h e  p e a k  o f  h e r  a f f l u e n c e  and s e r v e d  a s  a b a s e  f r om  w h i c h  many 

b u s i n e s s e s  w h i c h  had be c om e h o u s e h o l d  n a m e s , s u c h  a s  G a r l i c k s  and  

S t u t t a f o r d s ,  d i r e c t e d  and e x p a n d e d  t h e i r  c o m m e r c i a l  e m p i r e s .  T h e r e  

w e r e  a l s o  t h e  t o w n ' s  own f l e d g i n g  i n d u s t r i e s  a t  S a l t  R i v e r  and 

O b s e r v a t o r y .

The c i t y  c e n t r e  p o s s e s s e d  a l l  r e q u i s i t e  a p p o i n t m e n t s  o f  t h e  t h e n  

c i v i l i s e d  w o r l d .  I t  had a number o f  s u i t a b l y  l a r g e ,  d i g n i f i e d  

p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s ,  an Ope ra  H ouse  and o t h e r  p l a c e s  o f  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  

l a r g e  d e p a r t m e n t a l  s t o r e s ,  c o m f o r t a b l e  h o t e l s  and a g o o d  s t a t i o n ,  

a l l  g r o u p e d  on o r  n e a r  A d d e r ! e y  S t r e e t .  The s t r e e t  i t s e l f  was now 

h a r d e n e d  a nd t h e  p a v e m e n t s  w e r e  c o v e r e d  f o r  m o s t  o f  i t s  l e n g t h ,  

p r o v i d i n g  an e n v i r o n m e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h a t  o f  o n l y  a 

f e w  y e a r s  p r e v i o u s l y .  T h e r e  was a l s o  a p r o p e r  s e w e r a g e  s y s t e m  and  

an a d e q u a t e  s u p p l y  o f  p u r e  d r i n k i n g  w a t e r .

From h e r e ,  r an a n e t w o r k  o f  t r a i n s  and t r a m s  i n t o  some o f  t h e  

p l e a s a n t e s t  s u b u r b s  i r  t i . e  w o r l d ,  w h e r e  a l a r g e  a r r a y  o f  h o u s e s  

s p r a w l e d  on t h e  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n ,  e a c h  s u b u r b  w i t h  i t s  own
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C . F .  J u r i t z  ( S . A . L . )

O n d e r w y s  i n  D i e  P a a r l  G e d u r e n d e  d e  1 9 d e  EEU J . M . C .  F r a n c k .

. h e s i s  1 o r  D . E d .  a t  U n i v .  o f  S t e l l e n b o s c h

( S • '  L )
T h e  £ . K .  K e n d a l l  D r a w i n g  C o l l e c t i o n  ( U . C . T . )

T h e  Day a n d  De w e t  "  » ( 11 ^

T h e  C h u r c h  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  C o l l e c t i o n  ( 11 )

T h e  C a t h e r i n e  C l o e t e  S k e t c h b o o k s  ( S . A . L . )

T h e  G o r d o n  S k e t c h b o o k s  ( C . A . )

V i c t o r i a n  F e n c e s  -  a  S u r v e y .  M e y e r o w i t  St A l e x a n d e r  ( U . C . T . )

A c c o u n t  B o o k s  a n d  C o r r e p o n d e n c e  r e l a t o  t h e  B u i l d i n g

o f  t h e  —. A l i b r a r y  ( S . A . L .  A r c h i v e s  )
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C . P u b l i s h e d  W o r k s . 

G e n e r a l

B r i g g s ,  A V i c t o r i a n  C i t i e s
L o n d o n  O l d h a m s  1963

____________  V i c t o r i a n  P e o p l e
L o n d o n  P e n g u i n  1965

C l a r k ,  G.  ( E d )  O x f o r d  H i s t o r y  o f  E n g l a n d
O x f o r d  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s .  14  V o l s

F o w l e s ,  J .  S y d n e y  i n  1 8 4 8

g u e n n e l ,  C & M A H i s t o r y  o f  E v e r y d a y  T h i n g s  i n  E n g l a n d
1 9 4 8  4 V o l s .

L o n d o n  B a t s  f o r d
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G e n e r a l  : S o u t h  A f r i c a

A b r a h a m s ,  I . Th e  B i r t h  o f  a  C o m m u n i t y .
G a p e  Town C a p e  Town H e b r e w  C o n g r e g a t i o n ,  1 9 5 5 *

A l h e i t ,  W.A. 1-J E c u  v a n  G e n a d e  1 7 8 8  -  1988  , N . G .  K e r k  v a n  
S w e l l e n d a m

W o o d s t o c k P t d .  H e d e r d u i t s e  G e r e f o r m e e r n e  K e r k p e r s ,  1 9 4 8

B a k e r , H. C e c i l  R h o d e s  b y  h i s  A r c h i t e c t .
L o n d o n O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 4 .

B o y l e ,  F . To t h e  C a p e  f o r  D i a m o n d s ,
L o n d o n C h ap m a n  & H a l l ,  1 8 7 3 *

B r a d l o w ,  F & C a i r n s  M. T h e  E a r l y  C a p e  M u s l i m s
C a p e  Town A . A .  B a l k e m a  1 9 7 9 *

B r a d l o w ,  E . T ho m a s  B o w l e r
C a p e  To wn . B a l k e m a .  1 9 5 5 .

B u r g e r s ,  W.A. P i k e t  t e e n  ' n  B e r g
P i k e t b u r g C .  B u r g e r ,  1 9 7 5 .

B u r r o w s ,  E . H . O v e r b e r g  O u t s p a n .
C a p e  To wn . Maskew M i l l e r ,  1 9 5 2

B r y c e , J . I m n r e s s i o n s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a
L o n d o n M a c M i l l a n  1 8 9 7

C h a s e ,  J . C . T h e  C a p e  o f  Good  Hope
L o n d o n P .  R i c h a r d s o n ,  1 3 4 3

C o a t e s ,  P . R . T r a c k  a n d  T r a c k l e s s
C a p e  Town S t u i k  1 9 7 6

C o r y  , G. Th e  R i s e  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a
L o n d o n L o n g m a n s ,  1 9 1 9

De V i l l i e r s ,  S . R o b b e n  I s l a n d
C a p e  Town S t r u i k  1 9 7 1

D r e y e r , A. E e u f e e s g e d e n k b o e k  v a n  B r e d a s d c r p ,  1838-1938
C a p e  Town N a s i o n a l e  P r s ,  1 9 3 8 .

J u b i i e u  G e d e n k b o e k  v a n  g e m e e n t e  M c o r e e s b u r g  
1 6 7 9 - 1 9 2 9  

P u b l i s h e r s  n o t  m e n t i o n e d ,  1 9 2 9
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C a p e  Town

F e r g u s s o n ,  G.  
C a p t  Town

F i n c h ,  J .  
L o n d o n

F o u r i e ,  J .  

S t e l l e n b o s c h

F r a n k l i n ,  M. 
C a p e  Town

F r o s t , B . C .  
C a p e  Town .

F r o u d e ,  J . A .  
New Y o r k .

G r a y ,  R.
L o n d o n

L o n d o n

L o n d o n

G r e e f ,  M . S .  

E l s i e s  R i v i e r

G u t s c h e ,  T .  
C a p e  Town

H a t t e r s l y ,  A . P  
C a p e  Town

H e e s e , J . A . 

E l s i e s  R i v i e r ,

O b s e r v a t o r y

G e d e n k b o e k  v a n  d i e  N . G .  K e r k  
S o m e r s e t  Oos  1 9 2 5

K e r k s o u v e n i r  v a n  V y n b e r g  1 9 2 9

T h e  B u i l d e r s  o f  K u g e n o t  
Maskew M i l l e r  1 9 2 7

To S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  b a c k  
W a r d ,  L o c k  I S 90

E e u f e e s  -  G d e n k b o e . i  G e m e e n t e  v a n  H o e p f i e l d
1 8 5 1 - 1 9 5 1
P r o  E c c l e s i a  D r u k k e r y  1 9 5 1

Th e  S t o r y  o f  G r e a t  B r a k  R i v e r  
S t r u i k  1 9 7 5

Th e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  G a r d e n s  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h

L e a / e s  f r o m  a n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  J o u r n a l  
F u n k  a n d  W a g n a l l s  1883

V i s i t a t i o n  J o u r n a l  1850  
S . P . C . K .  1 8 5 5

T h r e e  M o n t h s  V i s i t a t i o n  1 3 5 5  
B e l l  a n d  D a nd y  1856

V i s i t a t i o n  o f  D i o c e s e  o f  G r a h a m s t o w r  1 8 5 ? 
S . P . C . K .  1 85 7

E e u f e e s - G e d e n k b o e k  v a n  d i e  G e r e f . G e m e e n t e  
O u d t s h o o r n  1 8 5 3 - 1 9 5 3  
N a s i o n a l e  H a n d e l s d r u k k e r y  1 9 5 3

T h e  B i s h o p ' s  L a d y  
H ow ar d  T i m m i n s  1 9 7 0

A V i c t o r i a n  L a d y  a t  t h e  C a p e  
Maskew M i l l e r  1 9 5 1

D i e  K e r k  i n  D i e  W o l k e  E e u f e e s  -  G e d e n k b o e k ,
U n i o n d a l e  1 8 6 6 - 1 9 6 6
N a s i o n a l e  H a n d e l s d r u k k e r y  i 960

N . G .  K e r k  G e d e n k b o e k  W o r c e s t e r  1 8 2 1 - 1 9 2 1  
P r o  E c c l e s i a  D r u k k e r y  1 9 7 0
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H o p k in s , H.C. 

S t e l l e n b o s c h

S t e l l e n b o s c h

H u g o ,  A.M. & V.j 
f a p e  Town

J u r i t z ,  C . F .  
G a p e  Town

De K i e w i e t ,  C.W 
L o n d o n ,

K o h l e r ,  C . W . K .  
L o n d o n

K o t z e  D .A .  
S t e l l e n b o s c h

K o t z e  J . G .  S i r  
C a p e  Town

L a d y  A.
C a p e  Town

L a i d l e r , P .W.  
C a p e  Town

C a p e  Town 

L e g g ,  T .

C l a r e m o n t

L e i g h t o n , S .  
C a p e  Town

M c I n t y r e ,  0 .  
C p e  Town

E e u f e e s g e d e n k b o e k  v a n  d i e  N . G .  K e r k
D a r l i n g  ’ 8 5 3 -1 9 5 3
P r o  E c c l e s i a  D r u k k e r y  1 9 5 3

K e u f e e s  -  G e d e n k b o e k  v a n  d i e  N . G .  K e r k  
H e i d e l b r -  ( K a a p )  1 8 5 5 - 1 9 5 5  
P r o  E c c j . D r u k k e r y  1 9 5 5

D i e  N . G .  G e m e e n t e  S o m e r s e t  W e s .  I 0 I 901969

• 3 i j l  4 .  D i e  K e r k  v a n  S t e l l e n b o s c h  
T a f e l b e r g  1 9 6 3 .

N . G .  K r k , D r i e a n k e r  B a a i  S o v e n i r  l 8 8 v v l 9 8 0  
P t d .  T o w n s e n d ,  T a y l o r  a n d  S n a s h a l l  I 93O

A H i s t o r y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s  1 9 4 0

M e m o i r s
H u r s t  a n d  B l a c k e t t  1 9 4 6

D i e  G e m e e n t e  F r a s e r b u r g  I 8 5 I - I 951 
P r o  E c c l e s i a  D r u k k e r y  1 9 5 1

B i o g r a p h i c a l  M e m o i r s  a n d  R e m i n i s c e n c e s  
"• 'askew M i l l e r  1 9 3 4

L i f e  a t  t h e  C a p e  a  H u n d r e d  Y e a r s  Ago 
S t r u i k  1963

A t a v e r n  o f  t h e  O c e a n  
Maskew M i l l e r  1 9 2 6

T h :• G r o w t h  a n d  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  C a p e  Town 
U n i e  -  V o l k s p e r s .  1 9 3 9

So me  F a c t s  i n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  P a n s h  o f
S t .  F r a n c i s
S i m o n s t o w n .
P e n i n s u l a  H e r a l d  1903

N o t e s  on  a  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  V i s i t  
A . A .  B a l k e m a  1 9 7 5

T h e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e  
J u t a  & C o .  1 9 5 0

M u r r a y ,  J .  
C a p e  Town

Mrs  Dales  Dia ry  1 0 5 7 - 7 2  
A.A.  Balkema 1 9 6 6



M u r r a y , M. 
C a p e  Town

U n d e r  L i o n ' s  H ea d  
A . A .  S a l  ke n s .  1963

40-

N g e n ,  C . C .  
S t e l l e n b o s c h

N o b l e ,  J .
C a p e  Town

C a p e  Town

O’o e r h o l s e r ,  u . A . S .  

P a a r l

C a p e  Town

P i c a r d ,  H.
C a p e  Town

C a p e  Town

P o r t e r v i l l e  ( n o  a u t h o r )  

C a p e  Town

B i v e r s d a i  ( n o  a u t h o r )  

C a p e  Town

R i t c h i e  J . F .
L o n d o n

R i t c h i e ,  V.
C a p e  Town

S c o l t z  D . A .

S m i t  A . P .
- p e  Town 1 9 4 5

S m i t ,  H . T . R .  
B l o e m f o n t e i n

S e u f e e s  N a p i e r  1 3 4 3 - 1 9 4 3  
P r o  S c c l e s i a  D r u k k e r y  1 9 4 8

A D e s c r i p t i v e  H a n d b o o k  o f  t h e  C a p e  C o l o n y  
J u t a s  1 3 7 5

C a p e  o f  Good  Hope  H a n d b o o k  
S .  S o l o m a n  1 8 8 6

G e d e n k b o e k  v a n  d i e  N . G .  G e m e e n t e  T u i b a g h  
1 7 4 3 - 1 9 4 3
P t d  P a a r l s e  D r u k k e r s  1 9 4 3

G e d e n k b o e k  v a n  d i e  N . G .  G e m e e n t e  t e  
W e l l i n g t o n  1 9 4 0

K e r k s o e w e i n i e r  v a n  V i l l i e r s d o r p  1 8 4 4 - 1 9 4 4  
N a s i o n a l e  P e r s  1 9 4 4

G e n t l e m a n ' s  Walk  
S t r u i k  1 9 6 8

G r a n d  P a r a d e  
S t r u i k  1969

J u b i l e u m  -  G e d e n k b o k e  v a n  d i e  G e m e e n t e  
P o r t e r v i l l e  1 8 7 9 - 1 9 2 9  
N a s i o n a l e  P e n s  1 9 2 9

E e u f e e s  -  Album v a n  d i e  N . G .  G e m e e n t e  R i v e r s d a l  
1 8 3 8 - 1 9 3 9
N a s i o n a l e  P e r s  1 9 3 9

A B r i g h t e r  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
Unwin  1 8 9 2

T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o l l e g e  
Maskew M i l l e r  1 9 1 8

F r a s e r b u r g  en  s y  K e r k  1 8 5 1 - 1 9 7 6

G e d e n k b o e k  v a n  D i e  N . G .  G e m e e n t e ,  S w a r t l a n d

G e d e n k b o k e  N . G .  G e m e e n t e  K ny s r . a  1 8 5 1 - 1 9 5 1  
S e n t r a l e  P e r s  1 9 5 1

S t e y n ,  G . F .  
M o s s e l  Bay

G e d e n k b o e k  N . G .  K e r k , M o s s e l B a i ,  1 3 4 5 - 1 9 4 5  
P t d .  M o s s e l  B ay  a d v e r t i s e r  1 9 4 5



S t o r r a r ,  ? •  
C a p e  Town

P o r t r a i t  o f  P l e t t e n b u r g  Bay  
P u r n e l l  1 9 7 8

4 1 0 .

S t r u b e n  H.W.
C a p e  Town

S t r u b e n ,  B.
C a p e  Town

S u m m er s  H . F . H .
C a p e  Town

T h e a l ,  G .  Me.
C a p e  Town

T r o m p , A . H .
E l s i e s  H i v i e r

U n d e r h a y ,  J . P . G .  & 
H o p k i n s , H . C .

V a n g h a n ,  I .
C a p e  Town

V i c t o r i a ,  J .
C a p e  Town

V o s ,  K.
C a p e  Town

W a g e n e r , T . J •
C a p e  Town

W a l k e r ,  E . A .  
L o n d o n ,  E t c .

C a p e  Town 

W e b s t e r ,

R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  A d v e n t u r e s  1 8 5 0 - 1 9 1 1  
T .M .  M i l l e r  1 9 2 0

T a k e n  a t  t h e  F l o o d  
L o n g m a n s  1 9 6 8

A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  Museum 
A . A .  B a l k e m a  1 9 7 5

H i s t o r y  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( 1 1  V o l s )  
S t r u i k  1 9 6 4

R o b e r t s o n  1 8 5 3 - 1 9 5 5
P t d  N a s i o n a l e  H a n d e l s d r u k k e r y  ^'^53

C e r e s ,  ICO J a a r  Oud 1 8 5 5 - 1 9 5 5

T h e  D i a r y  o f  I r i s  V a u g h a n  
H o w a rd  T i m m i n s  1 9 6 9

T r a v e l s  i n  t h e  C a p e  1 8 3 1 - 5 2  
S t r u i k  1 9 6 8

T h e  C h u r c h  o n  t h e  H i l l  
S t r u i k  1 9 7 2

R o n d e b o s c h  Down t h e  Y e a r s  
P t d .  C a p e  T i m e s  1 9 5 7

L o r d  De V i l l i e r s  a n d  h i s  T i m e s  
C o n s t a b l e  1 9 2 5

T h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  C o l l e g e  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  C a p e  Town 
C a p e  T i m e s ,  1 9 2 9

S t  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h  1 9 3 4 - 1 9 3 4

Wood,  M. 
L o n d o n

A F a t h e r  i n  God 
Mr*Mi 1 1 n  A l. *)

I
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Adams, ii. 
London

A s t e r ,  G.  
Leipsig

Blackie & Sons

B l o x h a o ,  M.

L o n d o n

B o y d ,  3 .
L o n d o n  e t c .

B r a n d o n
L o n d o n

B r o w n , R.
L o n d o n

B u i l d e r ' s  D i c t i o n a r y

B u r c h a r d , J  & B u s h —B ro w n  A 
L o n d o n

B u r y ,  J . T .
L o n d o n

C l a r k , K .K .
L o n d o n

C l a r k e ,  3 . F . L .
L o n d o n

C r o f t ,  G . B .
New Y o r k

C u r l , iT.C.

N e w t o n  A b o t t  

D e a n , T#D • d •

D o o s o n , 2 .
London

M o d e r n  Cottage Architecture 
Batsford 19C^

Villien Und Xleine Farailien Houser 
J.d. Weber 1&94

V i l l a  a n d  C o t t a g e  A r c h i t e c t u r e
1868

P r i n c i p l e s  o f  G o t h i c  n c c l e s i a s u i c a l  
A r c h i t e c t u r e
B o g u e ,  9 t h  2d .  1 8 ^ 9

A u s t r a l i a s  Home 
C a m b r i d g e  U n i v .  P r e s s  1 9 5 2

B r a n d o n ' s  A n a l y s i s  o f  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
P e l h a m  R i c h a r d s o n  2 V o l s  184-7

D o m e s t i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
^ u a r i t c h  1 3 5 2

1 7 7 8

Th e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  A m e r i c a  
G o l l a n c z  1 9 ^ 7

R u d i m e n t a r y  A r c h i t e c t u r e  P a r t  2 
C r o s b y - L o c k w o o d  1 3 7 7

T h e  G o t h i c  R e v i v a l  
C o n s t a b l e  1 9 2 8

C h u r c h  B u i l d e r s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  C e n t u r y  
S.P.C.K. 1938

P r o g r e s s i v e  A m e r i c a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
J u d d  1 8 7 5

V i c t o r i a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e ;  I t s  P r a c t i c a l  
A s p e c t s .
D a v i d  & Claries 1973 
Sketches in Architecture 1807

A r t  o f  Building
Crosby Lockwood ICth lw .



Domestic House Planner 8= S a n i ta ry  A rc h i te c t  
London Ward Lock
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Downing, A .J. 
New York

The A rc h i te c tu re  o f  Country Houses 
Dover Pub. Co. 1969 (O r ig in a l  l8$C)

D utton , R. 
London

The V ic to r ia n  Home 
B a ts fo rd  1954

S a r ly  Melbourne A rc h i te c tu re  
1340-1388 
London Oxford Univ, P re ss 1953

E a s t l a k e ,  G. 
New York

The H is to ry  o f  th e  Gothic Revival 
L e ic e s te r  Univ. P re ss  1970 ( O r ig in a l  l 3 ? l ;

F e rg u sso c , J .  
London

H is to ry  o f  Modern S ty le s  o f  A r c h i te c tu re  
Murray 3rd Ed. 1891 2 Vols.

F e r r id a y ,  P. (Ed.) 
London

V ic to r ia n  A rc h i te c tu re  
Jona than  Cape 19o3

Floyd, T.B. 
P ie te rm a r i tz b u rg

Town P lanning  in  South A fr ic a  
Shu te r  & S hooter  i 960

F re e la n d ,  J .H . 
Melbourne

The A u s t ra l ia n  Pub 
Melbourne Univ. P re ss  1966

G irouard ,  M. 
Oxford

V ic to r ia n  Country Houses 
Clarendon 1971

Oxford
Sweetness and L ight 
Clarendon P ress  1977

Gloag, J .  & Bridgewater 
London

A H is to ry  o f  Cast I ron  in  A rc h i te c tu re  
A llen  & Unwin 1948

Goodheart-Rendel, H.S. 
C onstab le

E ng lish  A rc h i te c tu re  s in ce  Regency 1953

Goodwin, F. 
London

Domestic A rc h i te c tu re
Bohn 1850 2 Vols.

Gotoh, A. 
London

The Growth and Work o f  t h e  R . I . 3 . A .  
Simson & C o .  1 9 3 4

Gwilt
London

E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
L o n g m a n s  1 8 4 2  E d .  a n d  1 3 7 2  E d .
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G r e i g ,  D.
C a p e  Town

H a r t , A .  & R . G . U .  

O x f o r d

H e r b e r t  G.
L o n d o n

H e r m a n , M.

S y d n e y

S y d n e y

H e r s e y ,  G.
B a l t i m o r e

H i t c h c o c k ,  H . S .  
N e w h a v e n

H a r m o n d s w o r t h

H o b h o u s e ,  M.

J e n k i n s ,  P .
L o n d o n

K a y e ,  3 .

L n d o n

K e a r n e y ,  B . T .
C a p e  Town

K e r r ,  R.
New Y o rk

K n o w l e s ,  C & P i t t  P .  

L o n d o n

K n i g h t - S t u r g e s s  V.  

L a m b t o n ,  L .

H e r b e r t  B a k e r  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
A . A .  B a l k e m a  1 9 7 0

A M e m o i r  o f  t h e  R e v .  G.  D u t h i e ,
M.C .  o f  B e l v i d e r e  
O x f o r d  U n i v .  P r e s s  19 ;

P i o n e e r s  o f  P r e f a b r i c a t i o n  
J o h n  H o p k i n s  U n i v .  1 9 7 8

T h e  S a r l y  A u s t r a l i a n  A r c h i t e c t s  a n d  
t h e i r  Work
A n g u s  & R o b e r t s o n  1 9 5 4

T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r e  o f  V i c t o r i a n  S y d n e y  
A n g u s  & R o b e r t s o n  1 9 5 6

H i g h  V i c t o r i a n  G o t h i c  
J o h n  H o p k i n s  P r e s s  1 9 7 2

S a r l y  V i c t o r i a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  B r i t a i n  
Y a l e  U n i v .  P r e s s  1 9 5 4

A r c h i t e c t u r e ;  i g t h  a n d  2 0 t h  C e n t u r i e s  
P e n g u i n  B o o k s  1958

T h o m a s  C u b i t t ,  M a s t e r  B u i l d e r

A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  P a t r o n  
O x f o r d  U n i v .  P r e s s  1 9 6 1

T h e  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  
P r o f e s s i o n  i n  B r i t a i n .
G .  A l l e n  a n d  Unwi n  i 960

A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  N a t a l  1 8 2 4 - 1 8 9 3  
A . A .  B a l k e m a  1 9 7 3

Th e  G e n t l e m a n ' s  H o u se  
J o h n s o n s  R e p r i n t  C o .  1 9 / 2

T h e  H i s t o r y  o f  B u i l d i n g  R e g u l a t i o n s  
i n  L o n d o n
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s s  1 9 7 2

T h e  O r i  - . . i s  o f  C a s t - I r o n  i n  A m e r i c a
1 9 7 0

Vanishing Viet:  n a n a
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L e a r y ,  F .  & J. 
S y d n e y

L o t h  & S a d l e r  
B o s t o n

C o l o n i a l  H e r i t a g e
A n g u s  & R o b e r t s o n  1 9 7 2

The O n l y  P r o p e r  S t y l e
New Y o r k  G r a p h i c  S o c i e t y  1 9 7 5

L o u d o n , J . C .  

L o n d o n

e n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  C o t t a g e ,  F a r s i  a n d  
V i l l a  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
L o n g m a n ,  R e e s ,  O r m e , B r o w n , G r e e n  
& L o n gm an  1 8 3 3  E d .  8c 1 8 5 3  E d .

L e w c o c k , R . B .  

C a p e  Town

E a r l y  N i n e t e e n t h  C e n t u r y  A r c h i t e c t u r e
i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a
A . A .  B a l k e m a  1 9 6 3

M cR ae ,  M & A da m so n  A. 
T o r o n t o

T h e  A n c e s t r a l  R o o f  
C l a r k e  I r w i n  1963

M e e k s ,  C.  
L o n d o n

T h e  R a i l w a y  S t a t i o n
T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s s  1 9 5 7

M e r c e r ,  E .  
L o n d o n

E n g l i s h  V e r n a c u l a r  H o u s e s
R o y a l  C o m m i s s i o n  f o r  H i s t o r i c  M o n u m e n t s

1976

M u t h e s i u s , S .  
L o n d o n

Th e  H i g h  V i c t o r i a n  M ov em en t  i n  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
R o u t l e d g e  1 9 7 2

N i c h o l s o n ,  U . P .  
L o n d o n

T h e  B u i l d e r  a n d  W o r k m a n ' s  New D i r e c t o r  
K n i g h t  8 c  L a c e y  1 8 2 5

N i l s s o n ,  S .  
L o n d o n

E u r o p e a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  I n d i a  1 7 5 0 - 1 8 5 0  
F a b e r  1 9 6 8

P a p w o r t h ,  J . B .  
L o n d o n

R u r a l  R e s i d e n c e s  
A c k e r m a n n  1 8 6 3

P a l l i s e r s  A m e r i c a n  A r c h i t ­
e c t u r e  
New Y o r k O g i l v i e 1 8 9 9  E d .

P a r k e r , J . H .  
O x f o r d  e t c .

A G l o s s a r y  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  T e rm s  
J .  P a r k e r  & C o .  1850  E d .  3 V o l s .

O x f o r d

An I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  S t u d y  o f  G o t h i c  
A r c h i t e c t u r e
J .  P a r k e r  & C o .  1 8 7 4  E d .

P e v s n e r , N.  
L o n d o n

H i g h  V i c t o r i a n  D e s i g n  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s s  1 9 5 1



L o n d o n

O x f o r d

4:5.
S t u d i e s  i n  A r t ,  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  D e s i g n  
T h a m e s  St H u d s o n  1 9 6 8

Some A r c h i t e c t u r a l  W r i t e r s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  
C e n t u r y
C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s  1 9 7 2

L o n d o n

P i c t o n - S e y m o u r , D. 
C a p e  Town

P o r t ,  M.M.
L o n d o n

P u g i n ,  A.  & A.W. 
L o n d o n

A H i s t o r y  o f  B u i l d i n g  T y p e s  
T h a m e s  & H u d s o n  1 9 7 6

V i c t o r i a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
A . A .  B a l k e m a  1 9 7 7

S i x  H u n d r e d  New C h u r c h e s  
S . P . G . K .  1 9 6 1

P u g i n ' s  E x a m p l e s  o f  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
B ohn  1 8 3 8 - 3 9  3 V o l s .

P u g i n ,  A .W.N.  
E d i n b u r g h

L o n d o n

C o n t r a s t s
G r a n t  2 n d  E d .  1898  O r i g i n a l  l S 4 l

T h e  T r u e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  G o t h i c  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
W e a l e  1 8 4 1

L o n d o n

R e n n i e ,  J . W . L .
C a p e  Town

R i c k m a n ,  T .

O x f o r d

R o b e r t s o n ,  E . G .  & J .  
L o n d o n

R u s k i n ,  u ,  
L o n d o n

F o l i a t e d  O r n a m e n t
C h a t t o  & W i n d u s  1 8 7 5

T h e  B u i l d i n g s  o f  C e n t r a l  C a p e  Town
C a p e  P r o v i n c i a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c h i t e c t  1 9 7 9

An A t t e m p t  t o  D i s c r i m i n a t e  t h e  S t y l e s  o f  
E n g l i s h  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
J .  P a r k e r  6 t h  E d .  l 3 8 l

C a s t  I r o n  D e c o r a t i o n  -  A W o r l d  S u r v e y  
T h om as  & H u d s o n  1 9 7 7

S e v e n  Lamp s  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e  
G e o r g e  A l l e n  8 t h  E d .  1 9 0 1

S a i n t ,  A.  
New H a v e n

S c u l l y  V. 
New H a v e n

R i c h a r d  N o rm a n  Sh aw
Y a l e  U n i v .  P r e s s  1 9 7 6

Th e  S i n g l e  S t y l e  a n d  t h e  S t i c k  S t y l e  
Y a l e  U n i v .  P r e s s  1 9 7 1

S e a b o u r n e ,  M 
L o n d o n

Th e  E n g l i s h  S c h o o l  1 3 7 0 - 1 : 7 0  
R o u t l e d g e  & K e g a n  P a u l  1 9 7 1
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S e r v i c e  A.  
L o n d o n

E d w a r d i a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  i t s  O r i g : : i s  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e s s  1 9 7 5

S i m o n  J . D .  & M i l l e r ,  F .  
L o n d o n

Th e  H o u s e  O w n e r s  Z s t i m a t o -  
C r o s b y - L o c k w o o d  & S o n  1 8 3 9

S t e e g m a n ,  J .  
L o n d o n

V i c t o r i a n  T a s t e
N e l s  3 1970

T h o m p s o n ,  P .  
L o n d o n

W i l l i a m  B u t t e r f i e l d  
R o u t l e d g e  & K e g a n  P a u l  1 9 7 1

V aux  C .  
New Y o r k

V i l l a s  a n d  C o t t a g e s
D o v e r  P u b l i s h i n g  1970  ( O r i g i n a l  1 8 6 4 )

V i n c e n t ,  J .  
L o n d o n

C o u n t r y  C o t t a g e s  
H a r d w i c k e  l 8 6 l

W a l t o n ,  J .  
P r e t o r i a

H B e s t e a d s  a n d  V i l l a g e s  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
Van  S c h a i k  1 9 5 6

W a l k e r ,  T . L .  
L o n d o n

A r c h i t e c t u r a l  P r e c e d e n t s  
L i b r a r y  o f  F i n e  A r t s  3 r d  E d .  1 8 4 1

W h i t e ,  J .  
C a m b r i d g e

T h e  C a m b r i d g e  Movemen t  
C a m b r i d g e  U n i v .  P r e s s  1 9 6 2

i



D. N?„S?A?ZR2

C a p e  A r g u e  1 3 5 7  -  1 3 5 8 ;  1 3 6 ’ -  I c o O ;  l 3 % 2 - _ 3 9 5

C a p e  A r g u s  Weekly 1883 -  l3&5; 1339
C a p e  M o n i t o r  1850 -  1857 
C a p e  R e g i s t e r  1893

C a p e  T i m e s  l34C; 1876 -  18?:

Cape Times Weekly 1892 -  1905
Cape Town Mail 1844 - 134?
Evening Phoenix 1882 -  1885 
Mossel Bay A d v e r t i s e r  l 8?6 -  1879 
Oudtshoorn Coerant l 88l  -  1895; 1397 -  1900 
South A fr ican  A d v e r t i s e r  and Mail l 3 6 l  
South A fr ican  Commercial A d v e r t i s e r  1842; 1848 
South A fr ican  I l l u s t r a t e d  News 1884 -  1385 
Wynberg Times 1882 -  1335

41

1353
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F .  G u i d e s  n̂i Almanacs

Cape of Good  Hope Almanac 1835 -  1389
C a p e  Tovn D i r e c t o r y  1393; 1897 - 1398
J u t a s  D i r e c t o r y  of C a p e  Town 1:97 - 1905
Argus Annual and Cape Good Hope D irec to ry  1388
con tinued  as Argus Annual and South A frican  D ire c to ry  1889 -  1894
Continued as Argus Annual and South A frican  G az e t te e r  1895 -  1397

G u i d e  t o  t h e  C a p e  C o l o n y  1879
C a p e  Town Commercial D ire c to ry  j.cc5
C a p e  Town o f  T o d a y  189 O; 1 89 2

C a p e  Town G u i d e  1 8 9 4 ;  1 9 0 0 ;  1 9 0 4



2 .  P E R I O D I C A L S 419.

A f r i c a n a  News a n d  N o t e s  

T h e  A r c h i t e c t  

T h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  R e v i e w  

T h e  B u i l d e r
1 9 4 8  -  i g y g  

1 8 4 5  -  1 8 5 1

1 9 5 5  -  1 9 7 8  

1 8 7 9

C a p e  C h u r c h  M o n t h l y  a n d  P a r i s h  R e c o r d  1 8 9 2  -  1 3 9 4 ;  1905  -  1906  
C a p e  I l l u s t r a t e d  M a g a z i n e  1890

C a p e  M o n t h l y  M a g a z i n e  1 8 5 7  -  1 8 6 2 ;  1 8 6 4  -  1865
C a p e  Q u a r t e r l y  R e v i e w  18 8 1 -1 8 8 5

T h e  C h u r c h  B u i l d e r  1 8 6 2  -  1 3 6 7 ;  1870  -  1872
Th e  D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e  M a g a z i n e  1 8 8 7 ; 1928
T h e  L a n t e r n  1877  -  1 8 8 4

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  A r c h i t e c t ,  E n g i n e e r  a n d  S u r v e y o r  I 905  -  1 9 0 7  

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a n '  A r c h i t e c t s  1892  -  18 
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  I l l u s t r a t e d  M a g a z i n e  1900  -1901  
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  M a g a z i n e  1 3 6 7  -  I S 69

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  l i b r a r y  Q u a r t e r l y  B u l l e t i n  1 9 4 6  -  1978  
Who 1s  Who 1908



THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE WESTERN CAPE, 1 8 3 8  TO 1 9 0 1 .

A S t u d y  o f  t h e  Im p a ct  o f  V i c t o r i a n  A e s t h e t i c s  and T e c h n o l o g y  

S o u t h  A f r i c a n  A r c h i t e c t u r e .

D e n n i s  J o h n  C h a r l e s  R a d fo rd

A T h e s i s  S u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  F a c u l t y  o f  A r c h i t e c t u r e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  t h e  W i t w a t e r s r a n d ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g  

f o r  t h e  D e g r e e  o f  D o c t o r  o f  P h i l o s o p h y

J o h a n n e s b u r g  1979



CAPTIONING

The sequence use in the captions to the illustrations is as follows: 
Number, Description of Building, location (where streets are given, 
the location is central Cape Town), Date, Architect (if known), and 
finally The source of the illustration. Where the source is not
acknowledged, the drawing or photograph is by the author.

The following abbr-/iations for sources are used;
C.A. = Cape Archives
S.A.L. = ouuth African Library, Cape Town.
U.C.T. = dagger Library, University of Cape Town 
N.G.a. = N.G. Church, Archives, Cape Town
A ■ • = Africana Museum, Johannesburg
F + P = Forsyth & Parker
R + A = Ravenscroft- & Anderton
An asterisk after the building's identification means that it has been 
demolished or greatly altered
The bar scale on the plans is divided into metres as well as feet

While the author has taken care to make the measured drawings as 
accurate as possible, the prime object of these is the indication 
of plan types, therefore they should not be regarded as any substitute 
for the detailed measured drawings required for restoration purposes.



L IS T  OF I I .L U S T R ^ I O n S

DESCRIPTION   -

Map o f  C a p e  C o l o n y

Map o f  C a p e  Town

G r a p h  o f  E x p e n d i t u r e

G r a p h  o f  P o p u l a t i o n

G r a p h  o f  B u i l d i n g  a n s , C , ^ .

A d d e r l e y  S t .  c I 85O

A d d e r l e y  S t .  c 1 8 6 2

A d d e r l e y  S t .  c  1 8 7 5

A d d e r l e y  S t .  c  1 8 9 5

A d d e r l e y  S t .  c  1 9 0 5

Prince Albert
M o n t a g u  -  P l a n

P i q u e t b e r g  -  P l a n

Montagu
R o b e r t s o n  -  P l a n  

B r e d a c d o r p  

B r e d a s d o r p  -  P l a n  

O u d t s h o o r n  -  P l a n  

P o r t e r v i l l e  -  P l a n  

W e s e l y a n  C h u r c h ,  Simonstovm 
N . G .  C h u r c h ,  B r e d a s d o r p  

W e s l e y a n  C h a p e l , V y n b e r g  

S t .  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h  

V i l l a ,  S t r a w b e r r y  H i l l  

S t .  L u k e s ,  C h e l s e a  

S t .  J o h n s ,  W y n b e rg  

G r o o t e k e r k ,  C . T .

N.G. C h u r c h ,  R i v e r s d a l e  

N.G. C h u r c h ,  R o b e r t s o n  

N.G. C h u r c h ,  M a l g a s  

N.G. C h u r c h , T u l b a g h  

N.G. C h u r c h ,  F r a n s c h h o e k  

N.G. C h u r c h ,  S i r o n s t o w n  

N.G. C h u r c h ,  W o r c e s t e r



H o l y  T r i v i t y , C . T .  5b

C h u r c h ,  R o b b e d  I s l a n d  _ 57

F r e e  S c o t t i s h  C h u r c h ,  C . T .  5&

S t .  O s w a l d ' s ,  L i v e r p o o l  5 9

S t o  T e l l o , C i l t h e n d e n  !$&

A l l  S a i n t s ,  L o n d o n  _  *+1

S t .  S a v i o u r s ,  C l a r e m o n t  - hZ

S t .  P a u l s , R o n d c b o s c h  ^ 5

S t .  J o h n s ,  C l a n w i l l i a m  ^

S t .  M a t t h e w s ,  R i v e r s d a l c  ^ 5

S t .  P a u l s ,  R o n d e b o s c h  -  P l a n  4 6

S t .  J u d e s ,  O u d t s h o o r n  -  P l a n  47

H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  C a l e d o n "  - ' T l a h  ~  _ 48“

S t .  G e o r g e s ,  K n y a n a  -  P l a n  4 9

A l l  S a i n t s ,  o n i o n d a l e  5 0

S t .  J o h n s ,  S c h o o n b e r g  51

C h r i s t  C h u r c h ,  S w e l l e n d a m  52

A n g l i c a n  C h u r c h ,  C o l e s b e r g  5 5

S t .  T h o m a s ,  R o n d e b o s c h  5 4

C h a p e l , N e v / l a n d s  v 5

C h a p e l ,  D 1U r b a n s v i l l e  56

S t  M a r k s ,  G e o r g e  57

H o l y  T r i n i t y ,  B e l l v i d e g e  5^

S t .  M a r y s ,  W o o d s t o c k  59

S t .  M a r t i n i ,  C . T .  6 0

S t .  J o h n s ,  C . T .

S t .  M a r k s ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h  62

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l  C h u r c h ,  C . T .  65
N . G .  C h u r c h ,  O u d t s h o o r n  6 4

S y n a g o g u e , C a p e  Town 65

L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h

N . G .  C h u r c h ,  S t e l l e n b o s c h  67

P u l p i t ,  C a l e d o n  C h u r c h  68

N . G .  C h u r c h ,  C l a n w i l l i a m  69

N . G .  C h u r c h ,  T u l b a g h  7 0

N . G .  C h u r c h ,  H e i d e l b e r g  71

N . G .  C h u r c h ,  S w e l l e n d a m  7 2



N . G .  C h u r c h , C a l e d o n 7 3

N.G Church, Fraserburs 7 4

N.G. Church, Uniondale 7 5

Holy Trinity, Kalk Bay 76

Metropolitan Methodist Church, v.i. 77

Convent of the Sacred heart, C .i. 73

St. Peters, Mossel Bay 79

Wesleyan Church, Stellenbosch 80

St. Dominies, V/ynberg 81

Round Church, Sea Point 82

St. Pauls, C.T. 8 3

Diocesan College Chapel 8 4

St. James, Sea Poin-t ■ ---
Baptist Church, C.T. 86

Wesleyan Church, C.T. 87

Wesleyan Church, Salt River 88

St. Johns, Vynberg 8 9

N.G. Church, Wynberg 9 0

St. Philips, District Six 91

Methodist Church, Sea Point 9 2

Congregationa l  Church, Sea P o i n t 9 3

St. James, St. James 94

St. Andrews, Nev,'lands 95

Chapel, Maitland Cemetary 96

St. James, Sea Point 97

Wesleyan Church, Rosebank 93

St. Goerges Cathedral, C . T . 99

N.G. Church, Woodstock 100

Presbyterian Church, 'Wood, t o o k 101

N.G. Church, Malmesbury 102

N.G. Church, Wellington 103

N.G. Church, Worcester 104
N.G. Church, Hopefield 105
N.G. Church, Robertson 1 0 6

Presbyterian Church, C . T . 10?

School of Industry, Wynberg log
School Chapel, Sea Point 109
Egyptian Building, C.T. 110



S t .  G e r o g e s  Grains. :ar  S c h o o l ,  C . T . 111
T -  P l a n  S c h o o l 112
D i o c e s a n  C o l l e g e ,  B o n d e b o s c h 1 1 5
L a d y  G r e y  S c h o o l ,  C . T . 1 1 4
P a a r l  G y m n a s i u m 1 1 5
S . A . C .  S c h o o l ,  C . T . 116
S . A . C .  P h y s i c s  B u i l d i n g _  -  - H 7
W h i t e  H o u s e , W e l l i n g t o n 118
Cm u s i n g s  H a l l ,  W e l l i n g t o n 1 1 9
V i c t o r i a  C o l l e g e , S t e l l e n b o s c h 120
L a n t a g i i  S c h o o l 121
S o m e r s e t  S t r a n d  S c h o o l 122

125
N a p i e r  S c h o o l 1 2 4
P o r t  O f f i c e ,  C . T . 1 2 5
P u b l i c  O f f i c e ,  C . T . 126
C u s t o m s  H o u s e ,  S i m o n s t o v . n 12?
T o l l  H o u s e  , 128
A s s e n b l e y  R o om s ,  C . T . 1 2 9
L e v i c k s  a n d  S h e r m a n ,  C . T 150
H a m i l t o n  R o s s ,  C . T . 1 5 1
S . A .  B a n k ,  C . T . 1 5 2
R e f o r m  C l u b ,  L o n d o n 1 5 5
N a t i o n a l  B a n k , G l a s g o w 1 5 4
I m p e r i a l  A s s u r a n c e  O f f i c e ,  L o n d o n 1 5 5
He Zyv /oods  B a n k ,  M a n c h e s t e r 1 5 6
C a p e  C o m m e r c i a l  B a n k ,  C . T . 1 5 7
T h o m s o n  a n d  W a t s o n s ,  C . T . 1 5 8
S a u l  S o l o m o n s  P r e m i s e s ,  C . T . 1 5 9
J .  L o n g  P r e m i s e s ,  C . T . 1 4 0

B u i l d i n g ,  S t .  G e o r g e s  S t .  C . T . l 4 l

F l e t c h e r  a n d  C a r t w r i g h t s ,  C . T . 1 4 2

W e s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  B a n k ,  P a a r l 1 4 5
R o e l a n d  S t .  G a o l ,  C . T . 1 4 4

P e n t o n v i l l e  G a o l ,  L o n d o n 1 4 5

A x o n o m e t r i c  a n d  e l e v a t i o n s  o f  g a o l s 1 4 6
a  ii ii 1 4 7
ii ii ii 1 4 8



1 4 9

1 5 0

1 5 1

1 5 2

1 5 3

1 5 6

1 5 7

S . A .  L i b r a r y , C . T .

M u t u a l  L i f e ,  C . T .

T h o r n e  a n d  S t u t t a f o r d s ,  C r T .  "

A n d e r s o n  a n d  M u r i s o n ,  C . T .

Union Ste - . v r s sh ip  Buildin;;, C.T.
P r o t e c t e u r  B u i l d i n g ,  C . T .

G r o o t e  K e r k  B u i l d i n g ,  C . T .  ^

W h i t e h a l l ,  C . T .

S t a n d a r d  B a n k ,  C . T .

T h e  C o l o n n a d e ,  C . T .  ^

W h i t e h o u s e s ,  C . T .  __ ± ^0

H a r b o u r  B o a r d  O f f i c e s ,  C . T .  l 6 o

S a i l o r s  Home,  C . T .  .

P r o p o s e d  P o s t  O f f i c e ,  C . T .  - l 6 ?

S e a r c h e r s  O f f i c e ,  C . T .  ™~ 1 £_

H a r b o u r  M a s t e r ' s  O f f i c e ,  C . T .  l 5 i f

H a r b o u r  O f f i c e ,  S i m o n s t o w n

i u e l i c  O f f i c e s ,  S i a o n s t o w n  166
H o d g s o n s ,  C . T .  ,

G a r l i c k s ,  C . T .

D u n c a n  & C o .  C . T .

S . A .  B a n k ,  C . T .

Building Cnr of S t .  G e o r g e s  a n d  C a s t l e  S t s .  171
Van Pyns, C . T .

S . A .  C h a m b e r s , C . T .

I s a a c  & C o .  C . T .

F l o w e r s  B u i l d i n g

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  1 3 7 6  Xy '

P o s t  O f f i c e ,  C . T .

T h e a t r e  R o y a l ,  C . T .

C l a r e m o n t  H a l l  

Y . M . C . A .  S t e l l e n b o s c h  ^ ^

H o u s e s  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  

D r i l l  H a l l ,  C . T .  l8 2
A l f r e d  C l o c k  T o w e r ,  C . T .  ;

Town H a l l ,  P a a r l  

Town H a l l ,  M a l m e s b u r y  

Town H a l l ,  S e a  P o i n t

168
1 6 9

170

172

1 7 3

1 7 7

1 7 8

1 7 9

186



S t a n d a r d  B a n k ,  C . I .  -^gr,

A . B . C .  B a n k , C . I .  ^ g g

Y . M . C . A .  C . T .  i g g

L e n n o n ' s  B u i l d i n g ,  C . T .

F i n d l a y s ,  C . T .

S . A .  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C . T .  ^ 9 2

S c o t  B r o s .  C . T .

J . D .  J o n e s ,  C . T .  ^94

J . C .  S m i t h ,  C . T .  1 9 5

C o l o n i a l  M u t u a l ,  C . T .  -

B u i l d i n g ,  M a l m e s b u r y  i cjy

B u i l d i n g ,  W o r c e s t e r  - ^ g

O . i ' . O .  C . T .  — ——— —— • —-  —-------------* 2.99 —

^ . A .  M u s e u m , C . T .  2 0 0

M a g i s t r a t e s  C o u r t ,  C . T .  2 01

T o 1.a H a l l ,  M o w b ra y  a 0 1  A

C i t y  H a l l ,  C . T .  2 0 2

P r o d u c e  M a r k e t , C . T .  203
F i s h  M a r k e t ,  C . T .  20 i,

Town H a l l ,  V /ynbe rg  209

Town  H a l l ,  H o n d e b o s c h  2 06

O p e r a  H o u s e ,  C . T .  2 0 ^

H a r b o u r  B o a r d  B u i l d i n g ,  C . T .  2 o 8
S t u t t a f o r d s ,  C . T .  20y

O a r l i c k s , C . T .  2 1 0

H e y n e s ,  M a t t h e w ,  C . T .  2 1 1

M a n s i o n  H o u s e ,  C . T .  2 p 2

C i v i l  S e r v i c e  C l u b ,  C . T .  2 1 3

T h o m so n  a n d  W a t s o n s ,  C . T .  2 i 4

B a n k  o f  A f r i c a ,  C . T .  2 1 5

J u t a ’ s  B l d g .  C . T .  2 1 6

A t w e l l s ,  C . T .  217
D u s s e a u ' s ,  C . T .  2 ^ g

D i x  a n d  S o n ,  C . T .  2 ^c

N . G .  C h u r c h  B l d g s ,  S e a  P o i n t  220

B u i l d i n g ,  Mow bray  2 2 1

V an  R y n ' s ,  H o n d e b o s c h  222
B u i l d i n g ,  W o r c e s t e r  2 2 ^



K oc h  a n d  D i x i e ,  C . T .  2 2 4

C u t h b o r t s ,  C . T .  2 2 5

C i t y  B u i l d i n g ,  C . T .  ______ -  2 2 6

P u b l i c  O f f i c e s ,  U n i o n d a l e  2 2 7

Odd F e l l o w s  H a l l ,  C . T .  2 2 8

P u b l i c  O f f i c e s ,  W o r c e s t e r  2 2 9

S t a n d a r d  B a n k ,  R o b e r t s o n  2 3 0

A . B . C .  B a n k ,  M o n t a g u  2 31

B a r c l a y s  B a n k ,  O u d t s h o o r n  2 3 2

Y . M . C . A . , ’ . T .  233

G i b s o n s ,  C . T .  2 3 4

J a r d i n e s ,  C . T .  235

B a n k  o f  A f r i c a ,  C . T .  236
L o n d o n  H o t e l ,  C . T .  .  2 3 7

M a s o n i c  H o t e l , C . T .  238
R a th  f i e l d s  H o t e l ,  1' •.••loferrl 239

C o g h i l l s  H o t e l , W y r . b . r g  2 4 0

G e o r g e  H o t e l ,  G e o r g e  2 41

U n i o n  H o t e l ,  M o s s c l  B a y  2 4 2

M a s o n i c  H o t e l ,  C l a n w i l l i a m  2 4 3

T h a t c h e d  H o u s e  H o t e l ,  C . T .  2 4 4

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H o t e l ,  C . T .  2 4 5

K e n ' 1 w o r t h  H o t e l  2 4 6

Q u e e n s  H o t e l ,  S e a  P o i n t  2 4 7

G r a n d  H o t e l ,  C . T .  2 4 8

W h i t e  H o u s e  H o t e l ,  C . T .  2 4 9

H o t e l  P a l m e r s t o n ,  C . T .  250

New H a n s a  H o t e l ,  C . T .  2 5 1

New C l a r i d g e s  H o t e l ,  C . T .  25 2

T a y m o u t h  C a s t l e  H o t e l ,  C . T .  2 5 3

S t a n d a r d  H o t e l ,  C . T .  2 5 4

T ra m w a y  I n n ,  C . T .  2 5 5

N o v a  S c o t i a  H o t e l ,  C . T .  256

W h i t e  H o u s e  H o t e l ,  S o m e r s e t  S t a n d  2 5 7

M i l i t a r y  H o s p i t a l ,  W o o d s t o c k  258
New S o m e r s e t  H o s p i t a l , C . T .  2 5 9

P r o p o s e d  H o s p i t a l ,  1889  2 6 0

C i t y  F e v e r  H o s p i t a l ,  C . T .  2 6 1

New L o c k  H o s p i t a l ,  C . T .  262



268
2 6 9

270

C o t t a g e  H o s p i t a l ,  W o o d s t o c k

C o t t a g e  H o s p i t a l ,  W y n b e rg  ' ^

V a l t e n b e r g  A s y l u m ,  O b s e r v a t o r y  

H a i l w a v  S t a t i o n ,  C . T .

- r e p o s e d  S t a t i o n ,  C . T .

S m a l l  S t a t i o n s  r  '

Kowb a y  S t a t i o n  

W y n b e r g  S t a t i o n  

C a p e  Town S t a t i o n ,  1878 

W o r c e s t e r  S t a t i o n  ' ’( 1

R o b e r t s o n  S t a t i o n  ,:72
H u i z e n b e r g  S t a t i o n  - 2 / 3

D o m e s t i c  S t y l e s
2 7 5

E r i n v i l l e ,  R o n d e b o s c h

C o t t a g e  O r f n e e :  W y n n e rg  "

S d g e c o m b o  T e r r a c e ,  C . T .  27 8

t e r r a c e ,  U p p e r  H a r r i n g t o n  S t .  ^\

T e r r a c e ,  B u i t e n k a n t  S t .

D o c k  C o t t a g e s  C T ^ ^

H o u s e ,  L e e u w e n  S t .

S t .  A n d r e w s  P a r g o n a g e ,  C . T .  '

P r i n c e  A l f r e d ' s  H o t e l ,  W y n b e rg  
20  B r e d a  S t .

L e i n s t e r  H a l l

O l e n d a r r a h , R o n a e b o s c h  '

H ug en dcn - ,  R o n a e b o s c h  

T h o r n e ' s  H o u s e ,  R o n d e b o s c h  
D o c k  H o u s e ,  C . T .

T a i n t & n  H o u s e ,  H o f  S t .

H o u s e ,  C a l e d o n  

B e d f o r d  V i l l a ,  R o n d e b o s c h  

A n n a n d a l e  L o d g e ,  C . T .

G r e y  V i l l a ,  Mow bray  2 ^

H o u s e s ,  R o e l a n d  S t .

R o u x  H o u s e ,  Wa le  S t .

W o l m u n s t e r ,  R o s e b a n k
 ̂9 9  

3 0 0

289
290

B o r d e a u x ,  S e a  P o i n t



H o u s e s ,  W y n b c r g 301
1 l a m s t e a d  H o u s e , S e a  P o i n t 3 0 2
R o c k  H o u s e .  S e a  P o i n t 3 0 3
F o r  s t  H a l l ,  K n y s n a 3 0 4
B a r n s l y  H o u s e ,  C . T . 305
H o u s e ,  Y o r k  S t .  G e o r g e 306
H o u s e ,  K n y s n a - 3 0 7
V o o d v i l l e , R o t i d e b o s c h 308
V / e l t e v r e d e n ,  S e a  P o i n t 3 0 9
P a r s o n a g e ,  R o s e b a n k 310
P a s t o r i e ,  O u d t s h o o r n 3 11
H o u s e ,  H o f  S t .

G a r d e n e r ' s  C o t t a g e ,  G o v e r n m e n t  H o u s e

H o u s e ,  Hope  S t .  __ 3 1 4
H o u s e ,  I n d i a n  R d .  K e n i l w o r t h 3 1 5
H i g h s t e a d  H o u s e ,  R o n d e b o s c h 3 1 6
i ' he  G r o t t o , R o n d e b o s c h 5 1 7
B e r t r a m  P l a c e ,  O r a n g e  S t . 318
Oak  L o d g e ,  W e s l y  S t . 3 1 9
G l e n a r a ,  R o n d e b o s c h 320
V /yn be rg  H o u s e 3 2 i
H a w t h o r n d e n ,  V/ynberg 322
B l o e m e n d a l ,  Mowbray 3 2 3
S t r u b e n h o l m , R o n d e b o s c h 3 2 4
E r i n v i l l e ,  R o n d e b o s c h 3 2 5
H o u s e , G r o o t e  S c h u u r  E s t a t e 3 2 6
H o u s e , G r o o t e  S c h u u r  E s t a t e 3 2 7
T a n t a n o n ,  R o n d c b s o c h 3 2 3
H o u s e ,  W i l k i n s o n  S t . 3 2 9
H o u s e ,  L e e  S t . 3 3 0
H o u s e , H o f  S t .

3 31
C a u v i n s  G i f t ,  S e a  P o i n t 332
T e r r a c e ,  T h e  A v e n u e 333
T e r r a c e ,  W o o d s t o c k 3 3 4
T e r r a c e ,  S t .  J o h n s  S t . 3 3 5
T e r r a c e ,  New C h u r c h  S t .  1 3 3 6

» ii ii it 2.1
3 37

T e r r a c e ,  B r e e  S t . 338



V i l l a  M a r i n a ,  S e a  P o i n t  

S u n n y  B r a e ,  R o n d e b o s c h  

P a s t o r i e ,  H a r m e E b u r y  

S e a r l o  H o u s e ,  G r e a t  3 r a k  R i v e r  

V i l l a  F l e t c h e r ,  S e a  P o i n t  

V i l l a  F i e l d , S e a  P o i n t  

V i l l a ,  G r e e n  P o i n t  

V i l l a  L e v i n ,  S e a  P o i n t  

V i l l a  M u r r a y ,  S e a  P o i n t  

F r e d  A y r e s , R o n d e b o s c h  

F o s t e r ' s  V i l l a  

H u n t e r ' s  V i l l a ,  C l a r e m o n t  

Le  Rou::  H o u s e ,  P a a r l  

V i l l a  M a r a i s ,  W y n b e rg  

M o n t a n a  V i s t a ,  "

V i l l a , R o s e b a n k  

S t r a u n  H o u s e  O r a n g e  S t .  

G l a s t e n b u r y , K e n i l w o r t h  

M oun t  L e o n i e , F r e s n a y e  

V i l l a  1 ,  S e a  P o i n t  

V i l l a  1 1 ,  S e a  P o i n t  

V i l l a  1 1 1 , S e a  P o i n t  

V i l l a  IV , S e a  P o i n t  

Mrs  H u t t o n ' s ,  W y n be rg  

R i v e r s y d e  G r e a t  B r a k  R i v e r  

F a r m h o u s e , W o o d v i l l e  

H o u s e s ,  O u d t s h o o r n  

H o u s e ,  R o b e r t s o n  

H o u s e  1 , W e l l i n g t o n  

H o u s e  1 1 ,  "

H o u s e s ,  M o r a y  P l a c e  

H o u s e s ,  U n i o n  S t .

H o u s e ,  B r e d a  S t .

H o u s e , S t e l l e n b o s c h  

T e r r a c e ,  U p p e r  B u i t e n k a n t  S t  

M o n t a g u e  T e r r a c e , G o r d o n  S t .  

T e r r a c e  1 ,  S e a  P o i n t  

T e r r a c e  1 1 ,  S e a  P o i n t



T e r r a c e ,  O b s e r v a t o r y

T e r r a c e ,  H i d d i n g h  L a n e

T e r r a c e , S t r u b e n s v a y , O b s e r v a t o r y

T e r r a c e s ,  G r e e n  P o i n t

I o n a  T e r r a c e ,  f i o n d e b o s c h

A l b e r t  T e r r a c e ,  T . v n b o e r s  K l o o f

T r o v a t o  W y n b e rg

B o r d e a u x ,  1 1 , S e a  P o i n t

G l e n g a r i f f , T h r e e  A n c h o r  B ay

H i l l s i d e  H o u s e ,  G r e e n  P o i n t

V i l l a ,  O r a n j e s s i c h t

H a y w a r d s  H o u s e ,  K e n i l w o r t h

C a r t w r i g h t e  H o u s e ,  C l a r e m o n t

B e r t r a m ' s  H o u s e ,  C o n s t a n t j  a

V i l l a  L o o p u y t s ,  II i d e b o s c h

M o d e l  V i l l a ,  H i d d i n g h  L a n e

H o u s e ,  P r i n c e  A l b e r t

P a s t o r i e ,  M c G r e g o r

P a s t o r i e ,  H o p e f i e l d

H e r i n d a l ,  R i e b e e c k  K a s t e e l

V i l l a  1 , R o b e r t s o n

V i l l a  1 1 ,  "

H o u s e , F o s s e l b a y  

H o u s e ,  M o s s e l b a y  

H o u s e ,  11

L e  Roux  H o u s e ,  O u d t s h o o r n  

H o u s e ,  O u d t s h o o r n  

B o t a n i c a l  G a r d e n s ,  C . T .

De Waa l  P a r k ,  C . T .

G a r d e n s  P a a r l  

B a n d s t r a n d ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

G a r d e n ,  M ou n t  N e l s o n  

G a r d e n ,  D e a n e r y  

G a r d e n s  H o f  S t .

G a r d e n ,  V i l l a  K a r i n a  

G a r d e n s  B e r t r a m  P l a c e  

G a r d e n s ,  T h e  A v en u e  

G a r d e n s ,  S t .  J o h n s  S t .



4 l 4
G a r d e n s ,  S t r u a n  H o u s e  

E v o l u t i o n  o f  r o o f  f o r m s  ^

R o o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n  --------

S l a  d e t a i l s  

V e n t i l a t o r  e::  ->s

4 1 6

4 1 7

4 1 8
C h i m n e y  e x a m p l  1 

"  "  11

"  "  111
D o m e s t i c  f o u n d a t i o n  

B r i c k w o r k  

S t o n e  e x a m p l e s  

B o l e c t i o n  m o u l d i n g s  

E x t e r n a l  d o o r s ,  e x a m p l e s  1
« ii n i i

I n t e r n a l  d o o r s ,  e x a m p l e s  

Wind ow  e x a m p l e s  1
" " i i

4 3 0
C e i l i n g  r o s e t t e

T y p i c a l  f i r e p l a c e s  1 ^

1 1  4 3 3
B ay  w i n d o w s  a n d  g a b l e s  1 ^

11
V e r a n d a l i  d e t a i l s  1 

"  "  11 

T y p i c a l  b o u n d a r y  p o s t s  

V e n t i l a t i o n  s e c t i o n  -  M . t h o d i s t  c h u r c h  S e a  P o i n t  

M a g i s t r a t e s  c o u r t s , s e c t i o n s

4 2 0
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4 23

4 2 4
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4 2 6

4 27
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4 35

4 3 6
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4 4 0
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ADDKKLM ST C 187b ( C . A . )



ADDERLSY ST. c 1895 CO.A.)
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ADI/EKLEY ST,

I
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iHINCr; ALH^HT C 1905 (C .A .)
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MONTAGU, FLAN C 1900
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2 0 .

N .'J . CHURCH *  BSE3AS3CaP 18L2
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ST JOHNS *  VYHBERG 1 8 )9  J .  SKIRROW (C .A .)



GROOTE KERK 1846

1





N.G. CHUHCh, *  80BEHTS0N 1 8 )6



(COOK AMD FRANS EM, OLD 30US2S OF THU CAPS >N .a .  CHCRCH, XALGAS 1 8 5 3
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N .G . CHURCH, TUISAGH c l8 } 7
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H.G. CHURCH, FRAKCCHOEK, 184?

I



N.G. CHuSCH, SIM0K3I0VS 1856 (C .A .)

. a .  csuacH  *  , w o a c s s m  c 1832 ( - r r r a  3 '0Y LY t 3 ^ + .

I
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ST M A R T ' S  CATHEDRAL C .T . 1851 SPAkHANN & HAGER

I



BOLT la iN IT Y  *  HARRIHOTOH S T . 1846 (C .A .)
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HOI,* T R IN IT Y  .  PLAN
CHURCH, ROBBER ISLAND 1841
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ST OSWALDS, L i r a tF 'G L  , 3 842 A . V .  PDGIH (THE POTSSaT STATE) 39.

ST TELLO, CILT.®  DEf, WALES 186} 2 .  J .  WITHERS" ( THE CHURCH 3UILBER 186}; 9 0 .
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CRSiST CHDKCK * ,  SVZLLENDAM 1855 S .  GSAT ( 1 8 5 5  VISIATICM JODffllAL)

ANGLICAN CHURCH, CCLZSBERG C1350 s .  gray
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ST THOMAS *  , BONDEBOSCH S . GRAY (C .A . )
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H .J . UNDERWOOD (C .A .)ST HARKS, QEORGE 1852
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HOLY TRIM ITT, BELVIDERE 1855  H .J .  UNDERWOOD? (C A .)
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ST MARYS *  WOODSTOCK 1865
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M.G. CKuRCH OnUTSHOGSK 1879 VALLIS/lAGER (C .A .l
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K.O. CaUSCH *  TULBAQH 1&71 C. dACEH ( C . A . )



H.O. CHURCU * ,  HUDELBERG 1375 c. HAora (N.a.A.)

S.a. C H uacH  * s v e l ’- e n d a k ,  1 8 7 4  battekbehg



N .3 . CHURCH *  CALOCN 1875 C. H/urR
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N.G . CHUk^H FPASEHBC8G 1866 C. 3AGES

n-.g. caisca *  v n ic n u a le ,  1884 c. hagih (N .j .A. j 75.



HOLT TRINITY, KALK BAY 18?". H. WOODY EH (C .A .)



H m O P O L IT A Jl METHODIST CHURCH 187 ' FREEMAN
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CONVENT Oi THE SACRED HEART C 1877 C. FREEMAN

ST PETERS, MOSSEL BAY 1879 J .  WELCHMAN 79.
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VE5L1KAN CHURCH * ,  SiELLENBOCCH l 8?8  C . FREEMAN
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8 T DOM IN ICS, VYNBERli 1 8 7 9  C. FRKt MAN (C .A .)
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ROUND CHURCH *  SEA POINT, l8 ? 8  C. FREEMAN
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ST PAULS. 3 RLE ST 1879 S . KNOX 33.



D IOC SB AM COLLEGE CHAPEL. HOIQEBOSCH l 8 8 0  E . KM 0 1  ( S .A .  IL L U S T R A IT 5 84
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ST JAMES,* SEA POLNT, 187J 0. PXMKEB (C .A .)



BAPTIST OatJBCH * ,  VALE STH EEI.lSfla C. FREEMAN ( b a p t i s t  CHBRCB)



WESLEYAN CHURCH, BUIIENKA .1 6 1 .1 6 6 2



VKSLtYAN CHURCH, SALT RIVER . 188) (S. A. L.)
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Q. RANSCME
ST JOHNS, VTNBEHG. lB 8 j



ST JO W S, VTNBERC, l 8 8 j  0 .  RANSCKt (S .A . ILLUSTRATED NEWS 1884)

89.
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N .3 . CHURCH,WYNBERG. l8C9 (C .A . AMD O .C .T .) 90
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ST JAMES CHURCH , ST JAMES 0 1900 (C .T . OOIDE 1904) 94



CHAPEL, MAITLAND CEHETAPX C 1900



ST JAMLS, SEA POINT, 1898 0 .  RANSOME



VXSUTIN CHURCH. RC6 EBANK 1699 a. JONES (U.C.I.) 98.

S I  QICRCES CATHEDRAL 1897 BAKER 1 MASEY
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1 0 2 ^
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H .d . CHURCH , WELLINGTON 1898 (U .C .T .)
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1 0 AN.O. CHURCH *  WORCESTER I 898 (U .C .T .)
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N .3 . CHURCH,HOPKFIELD I 9O5 HESSE ( C . A * )
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WOPC..ST/JR BOYS SCHOOL *  1897 . . .  BLACK ( l i  ♦  A ) 123.
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TOWN C 181.5 COLONIAL ENGINEER 125.
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S . A. BANK* ST GEORGES ST . d 8 4 0



HEfOSM CLUB, LONDON, 1840

*2&f- 4 ® F  *-

C. BARHl (SU6VET0H, ENGINEER ft ARCH­
ITECT 1840)

NATIONAL BANK, GLASGOW, 1844 J .  OIBSON (ILLSUTRATED LONDON NEWS 1844)

135.
COMMERCIAL ASSURANCE OFFICE, LONDON 1848 J .  GieSo.N ( BUILDER 1849) ELY WOODS BANK, MANCHESTER 1849 J .  GHEUAN (BUILDER 1849)



c a f e  c o m k e rc ia l  b a n k  *  a d d e r l e t  s t r e e t  C1853  p .  pfj*kx7 h?

137.



SAUL SOLOMAN'S PRINTING WORKS *  ST GEORGES STREET C 1855THOMSON AND WATSON *  ST GEORGES STREET C 1055

1



J .  LONG *  ST GEORGES STREET 1854 V. KOHLER C1855ST GEORGE'S STREET PREMISES *

I
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nmfTTrmTB liS n  h,„m,mnr,m

TELEGRAPH OFFICE* C iP S l FLEl'CIIER AMI) CARTWRIGHTS *  . C 1855



VESTE8N PBOVlNCE BANK *  . PAAHL 1858 P . PENKKTU

1



HCELAND ST QAOL. 1859 COLONIAL EfGINEEH (C .A .)

BCELAND S T M rr  GAOL ORIGINAL DESIGN OF ENTRY BLOCK (C .A .)
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THIRD CLASS GAOL C i8 6 0  COLONIAL ENG1NEZ3 (C .A .)
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*KE!i3ED THIRD CLASS GAOL C i8 6 0  COLONIAL ENGINEER ( C . A . )



s.A. LIBRARY AND MUSEUM CAPE TOWN 1864 V. KOHLER (BOWLER)



MUTUAL LIFE BUILDING *  DARLING STREET 1864 J .  B1SSET (C .A .)
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T H E  U NI ON S T E A M S H I P  C O M P A N Y ' S  O F F I C E ,  A D O E R L E Y  S T R E E T .

ONION STEAMSHIP COMPANY *  ADOERLEY STREET C 1862 (C .T . GUIDE OF 1892 )

153.



PROTECTEUH BUILOINa *  QREBI MARKET SQUARE 186J TUPPEfl 8. ST0NESTRZ2T (CeA • )

GRCOTE KIRK BUILDIKu *  ADDERLEY STREET C l 86U J .  B1SSFT



S H O W R O O M *

WHITEHALL *  EEEENMAHKET SQUARE C 1862
(C .T . Of TODAY 18S2) 156
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^  iTANDARQ SANK *  ADDl 1LEI STREET 1 8 6 ) TUPPEN I  ST0 NESI8EET (CAPE TIMES) STUTTAFBBDS BUILDING *  C 1871



THE COLONADE *  OREEHMARKET SQUARE C 1 8 6 ?  (C.A.)



WAREHOUSES *  ADDER L E I STREET C 1 8 6 2  WELCHMAN AJiD READ



Mwou, BciRD o r r ic a  *  i»64 Tup,* ."D .T * „ T « a n  < « .)

I



PliOPOSLD TOST OPT ICE CAPE TOWN 1868
[  O R S  HOME *  D O C K  'A D  1 8 6 2  WELCHMAN (C A )



SEARCHERS OFFICE *  CENTRAL CAUSEWAY 1866 STONESTRLET (C •A• ) 163.
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HARBOUR MASTERS O F FIC E CAPE TOWN C 1 6 6 8  T . ANDREW'S? ( S . A . R . 6  H j i 6 4 .



SAWOC, o m c a  .  .IMOMTOM, C 1864



RARBOUR 0JTICE3 *  SIMCNSTOWN 0 1864
P .V .D . (C .A .) 165.



PUBLIC OFFICES v1 SWELLENDAH 0 1868
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D R A P E R Y ,  RE A D Y  1YIADES,.
B O O T S  A N D  S H O E S ,  

HABERDASHERY, MILLINERY,

GLOVES, TIES,

S M A L L  W A R E S .

ALL KINDI 0," EANOY DRE3I GOD33 IN COTTON 

SILK AMD WOOL AND THEIR MIXTURES.

NO/ELTIES EACH SEASON.
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HODUSCN >3 ft ADDERLEY STREET C 1871 (C .T . OH TO-DAY 1892)
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a n d  b r e e  s t r e e t s —p r e m is e s  o c c u p ie d  b y j .  g a r u c k  

OARLICKS *  STRAND STREET 0 l 8?6  C . 7REEMAN



DUNCAN t  CO *  ADDEKLET STREET :i8 7 6  C. FREEMAN



C. FREEMANS .A . BANK #  ST GEORGES STREET 1877



3UILDIHG *  C.N3 OF ST C2CRGZS AND CASTLE S7H2EXS C l8 ? 5  (C .A .)

171

VAN SYN'S VINE STORE *  BDITENGRACHT C IS?1*



1 1

S . i .  CHAMBERS *  ST GEORGES STREET C I875 C. E REEM A N  ?

1



D.ISAACStC?
\ V  -S

ISAAC AND CO *  LONGHARKET STREET C l 8?5 ( L A N T E R N  1878 )



FLOWKR'S BUILDING *  DOCK ROAD C l 8?6

-



^CVikVv*.

C .  F H E t M A N
H O U S E S  O F  P A R L I A M E N T ,  W I N N I N G  D E S I G N  l8 ? 5

I



C. FREEMANHOUSES OF PARLIAMENT, WINNING DESIGN 1875





I

THSATBE BO'iAL *  BUSS STREET 182-* =• TSEEKAN
(C .A .)

ClaHEKCNT HALL C 1879
E. KNOX?

(U .C .T .)

178.

179.



180
.

I

T . H . C . A .  S T E L L E N B O S C H  1874 C . HAGER

I
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