
proceed with it till the rites at the King‘a place have 
been. performed, a large amount of the emotional power 
within all the members of the tribe is therefore oarocen- 
tx-ated in the ancestors, for it is they who have ordain&/i 
taa ceratnemy and the success of the crops will depend 
largely on them. This power is, of course, first trans­
sated, and positively toned, to optimism and gratitude. .. 
Sad, of course, the power of the crops, i.e., "Of nature}? 
is also concentrated in the ancestors. The existence p£ . 
the amatongo is then the first £a£t o£ social vaH&e.'the 
sentiment shout which is enhanced ia strength in these 
ceremonies. The King, however, who represents the. trifc?, 
also gains in power. The people boefields for.Mia.a»d 
nraet wait on his word before thsy can worfc their own lands; 
he el one can appeal> on their behalf, to his powst’ftjl 
ancestors; eo that the sentiment about the d&ief ffliiet be 
expressed sad strengthened in these ceremonies. T&e • 
tribe*s importance, lifce the Sing*#, is emphasised. "It 
is obvious also that these great gatherings0, writes Mies
Richards,”..... were occasions of tremendous tribal «*r
c?iteoent, feasting and dancing, and that inthieway 
agricultural activities became associated with the sense 
of social cohesion* and the fello»*hip of th*M|Sieet ■ 
group to T*iol> th. native halongsi”1 ■ It is %M» that 
lagg says that this particular ceremony *as the occasion 
neither of a gw«t gathering of the people nor of great 
festivities,2 and »hat Br. BicMrds witea applies »itt 
greatest force to the first frnits ritas. K t  against 
Mggis st.ta.ent there are records hjr older authorities,

Isaacs says SMld trc* 311 S*"* of “ * -
th. King’s to Plant t »  imense fields for B e  us.,



and Bffyaat that all the national troops were called 
nevertheless, even if Lugg's recordi is correct today, tha 
people must sense that the whole tribe is waiting on the 
King's word, and tfeus the existenze aid value of this 
"biggest group to which tbe native belongs" is drives, 
home. llien, finally! the value of the crops is Also. - 
realised, for they are associated with the ancestors, tbe 
King and the tribe, and their being taken under the pro- 
teetion of these spirits, the chief and the nation em­
phasises their social value.

In shor-, in die translation of emotional 
power, socially toned, from the tribesmen and of the power 
< ' the crops to the chief, the tribe, the amatongo and 
food, this ceremony is clearly religious* Xt faesif in . . 
addition, othex” functions.

Professor Lestrade suggests that this 
ceremony induced the tribesmen to move in a snaes, #bich 
primitive peoples always prefer to do,2 This suggestion 
1  have fully elaborated in Jay other thesis3 and there does 
seem some support for it. The Thonga® emd the Zulu • 
prefer to work in parties, and attract neighbours by the 
offer of beer. The Ronga woman who picks up iter hoe and 
starts for the hills or marshes seems far lonelier than. • 
when she worJce, singing and dancing, with her fellows. , ; 
This worKing in competitive, festive company is a definite 
so-'al gain; as liiae Eiehards says, “besides the stimulus 
of tbe religion festival, joint labour and singing seems 
to provide an incentive t« workV The joiart latovir is

art OvMUH “  th* ’*“kot' *“ “  iS
. . . . facilitated/.*.,.



facilitated by the ceremony, for the people are busy at 
the same work at the same tiae,

These is yet another way in which this 
ceremony Is religious, in that it protects the coawuity 
from certain disruptive forces, Harries writes j tftisvs 
th& Pedl base a similar custom, "that it would be dercga- 
tory -to the dignity of the chief for the crops of nay of 
his followers to ripen before hie own"*^ Therefore-* ob~ 
vioualy, Its most plant his crops first, Harries may he 
correct, and in this wey the cidef may acquire a farther 
accession of power, bat X thinis the principal merit, of 
Harries’ suggestion is that it points to a further f̂ njytoitth 
of the ceremony. And that is, hy ensuring that all the 
people plant at the same time it renders possible an alfflostr 
conteixgJoimieouB ripening of the tribe*a crops. The hacveifc. 
ai»fl first fruits rites have also to ba initiated hy the . 
chief, and if a headman, in a fsfeewsahle situation, planted 
and obtained his crops early one of the values of the fll*$?r 
trotu ritee would be negated and, moreover, dissension 
would threaten to toeak out in the tribe. For, Xms 
take tb. liberty of quoting **»!*, «» harvest . ^
great "first fruits cereffloaies aast -be held shartJj aft6r ‘ 
the crops ripen, and dissensions would break out If a. .
section of the people * *  <“ ** -*■?“ *  ^
fields or gathered in tta M M  «»lle W  stood tagrily .

^ K U  to « « *  “ »  cMeI'8 ^
x « ®  for « *  « « W W -  *“ ** w u ^  »*
centred if one’s W 1 V »  »°P» rlI*> ■ -

still greeB, *> « “ * “ * 1Wea iB 0O‘“ ' ”



This hypothesis is substantiated in that the Zulu and 
Natal tribes had a ceteoony {-mfcoei oancane) preliminary 
to the first fruits (oafcosi ozokulu) whose main object *a&
"to protect the King froo the harm which sight result froa 
his coming into contact with those who might have partaken 
of the new season’s crops without purification. That 
these would be transgressors Was realised, especially in. 
tines of faroine<t.1 Moreover, among the Thonga saarslilalid 
is planted and cultivated when -the hill-gardana are- heing 
cleared^ so that in. early November- the mistress of the 
garden is tL^s provided %±th a good vegetable until tie : .. 
first-fruits themselves ripen and furnish a more substantial. 
food." And the 2u£u cultivate special fields (izdfe) at 
the beginning-of the seasbn to supplement tie crops of the 
fields proper which are tilled afterwards-3 Here the . 
ceremony, in. short, acts as a means of protecting the tribe 
from potentially disruptive forces*

• To sum np, this ceremony protects society
from internecine dissension, makes the tribesmen feel that 
the unseen powers are woriing for the», ana concentrates in 
things of social value <by strengtMaMg the seattMnts 
stout the.) a *  translated power of tte crops 0 X  the 
individual -risers of the tribe. A. Br, Sichsrds «J»,
-the arduous and tedious nrfeiUWal operations could not 
„e carried through «ithout the sti»lus of « *  religious 
Pite to encourage renew* effort and w  provld. so^txon 
for emotional conflict'1.

^  analysis of the ffleans by «»*•

translation of P - r  is —  « .  *■
, aescription of the ceremony is very «agre,

because „ ^  psgarfs the perforaers, m  notice that

inyfelga". ’ffi0 *“  W"*45'115'' 111
it is -a *  toyiwg‘ ’



suet Batters", who advleed the Slagj tha fact -that 
Zulu had a» iayanga particularly for hoeeultural ritual 
shows Its importance to the people. The 7ogri-ing role 
played by the King is necessary beca«#e it is to him, as 
an object of social value, that.mwh. of the power ie trane* 
lated* Use part played by the regimente is very curious* 
Writers on these tribes have frequently insisted that the 
women do the work in the fields j yet it is always the ass 
*&o carry out the ceremoaiaa conaeoted witli them. It is 
understandable that special men weald be selected to steal, 
the bull and the igade, bat shy the regiments sttend I cexfr* 
not say, for Lugg does not describe anything that they do, 
besides planting the chief's field, which is aaeans of 
glorifying him and providing .bin with many crops. The : • 
eating of the flesh of the sacrificed animal by youths 
had not attained the age of puberty is best explained on . 
the thesis that they, who have not yet coamenced their 
sexual lives in which expend strength, should best be able 
to assist the tribe by eonsusing this, important sacrifice.

.. The sacrifice itaelf is curio^,. , Btoy» . 
in the first place, should the Zaira here sacrifice a bull 
stolen f>o» a foreign Wise, instead of, as o n l ,  on. of 

tie W i M l  cattle? W B  «*»• ■» ,
on tais point at all. 1 soffiested « *t 
if t w  information be sougM, lie along one of the follow 
ing lines, ffie » U  «  oMsined «ith diffioultqr, W  «

audacious raid, and W —  *• ***>» « >«*•“ * *  ̂  
castors, or else tfce SW,*1 regarded ** CaTOl^
8„ ™  of t». to»r rtW. < » w .  « »  ***** “ o,s t0 8 r W ‘

» U  last « ,  £ £

— --v
pa^Birasi are vietlmUml. lliTE*.—  . beg-oe8 '

Sf’ststei, Sara Magade are stolen fro. "a1*6- 
. bosring lanfls. ... . ... . . .. .— .... ..._._



r rv
the Power w&ich produces the cropa as Aisrf.ted - be-least ■' ■: 
get in first). Seooafily, Lugg writes that the bull wss 
'’sacrificed in the usual way by Slaving its neck twisted",1 
but tils ia aot tJ». usual way, it is caatoiaary to ateb 
tiie sacrificed anianl in the aide.2 the should
toe killed in. this unnavaal way I an uaable to sayt but •• 
tbe Whole sacrifice is unusual} in the aniaal used, the 
killing, and tbe people who gousq^s it* •

The Kiug ufczgfln3S£fe iadti eamyataa offhis 
ficgera, and this fills him with supsraatoral power} it 
is the symbol of bis accession ojB powe? fros the ctopB safi 
the tribesman. The roasting of tbe feoncootion la the 
sacred potsherd and hoe show the connection of the 
with hoecultore and food; and the use of ssa^ateriB ob-> 
viously a raift cbara. The King is restored to hie noraa! - 
state with iiaiti eshlope*

This analysis is incomplete o®ing to the 
ffleagreness of Luggts information.

Xn. addition to the religious eeremooy 
the Bairt® "doctor" the crops in various ways*. The Xeea 
"owner of a laa& or field which has been treated by .a, 
aooB® is soafir«.3 S» M s  itflie* of a TMPCr leMest. . 

F lelW glvtos poor <*«P« °»U “ *
. people 1A 0 know sotl*W of tt» > W  to wick plenw «*>- 
sorb M i aemU a m  cowrert - O n  lat" tissue, yaiyioe

futility is largsUr^Wli'*1̂ 9 “ ™  1
lie oraer ot a fl«M sivi"« 5” °* er°I,s ‘
M s  „ r c  fortunate = , W ^ ,  .*«>
yet his crops ar. poorer. ®  ^  » * >  lie " * " *  

..toris or »!• =■» P W ,  a=« it l l l - l w - M  * (■»
*“  so H a t  He StiK>le»ntB M e  m r t

*° ao°M n ,totaeuse of * * * " ”

£

a atagical grounds. 
} does exactly what

p» 302« . np,394'*5.3. Soga, flAna-Xosa"fop*c6 ^ iae dirferences in soils, 
4* Th«y do i of oojPf”>  ̂■■:.••• ■ • • -



The first specific w  S0gs Js M  (ttu<tetl 

«myana). "A fair quaatity of KLack sand, »bich is to to 
“ “  *• «= outcrop of iron n « ,  .is col­
lected 6 M  mixed with earth hr the doctor. Tte J*reon 1*0 
10 to doctor (uku-Eysnga) the fie la weifce round it from a 
given pofcat, scattering handfuls of this aafeetenoe into the 
land* He floes not, however, conplete the circle, hot ,■ 
stops soms paces from his starting point. The otojê fc of 
■this is to keep a space open, so as to allow air to peas- 
trate to the growing crops throagh this passage*. »*«* ttos 
prevent the crop from being borat upt" 1

Tbs first thing one notes in tkii? cere- 
oonir is that th& power believed to be inherent to. a specific 
material is here used to-fertilise the crops, i«e», it is 
an act with & specific purpose In which the power is coscea.- 
trated is & certain medicine prepared by a specialist* ‘She 
inyaaga, hut scattered, apparently, by the owner of -the . ' 
field. As regards th* actnal substance used I am unable 
to say why there she/old be this belief i» its potency; : - 
but the gap left for air seems to show that they T»l£&e it 
to possess stores of heat. (Ironstone does get very, tot 
in the son and attracts lightning). Badciiffe Brown8 atd 
Fortune have recorded the importance o$ heat in ceremonial 
among tte Andamanese and Botittutt respectively} . Fortufie, 
in fact, has a special appendix on "Heat and the Black An"3. 
This is ail 1 can infer about the medicine from Saga** 

description.
Soga describes ant-bear skia as a. power* 

ful cterm for producisg a good crop. » • » « » «  
eoougb to secure a tit of sfctt ( SHBWrtW it » • *  not he

fro®/....
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1 W *  an inyaaga) "goes to sis field, lights a fire to, 
wlc^fardj and horse his $iac® of skin oa the fire. Tbe 
Books passing over tte fiaia is a sure hBrbinger of a 
heavy crop,8 Again we have power which is believed to 
be concentrated in a certain substance converted for a 
parties tt end, bat here any person tan nee it, not 
necessarily- an iyanga. Why the ant-bear should bethas 
singled out 1  cannot say, unless it be becsas& it is an:, 
animal that lives and hunts under the ground. Tha-’J’iS'tAM 
pf the sszti is cairied crifer the field by tbe smoke,' -■

The owner of a field may Mnself pleth£ 
a small shrub, i-Todlwaae, in his field, "for it is sup­
posed to possess the power of eocveyjiig^grpwth .and, aboa- 
dance to crops,1'. Instead of i-Todlwena the planter.fiay 
use TmHan cann&t of ’w&ieh Soga writes} “Its unasual seedj 
carried in a capsule and resembling black shot, seems to - 
mqfra a special appeal.to the credulity of gome individuals*®; 
One can understand the ascription of this paver to Infiiaa . 
Canna5 whose seeds reaeiitole fcaffix-com, perhaps the crop 
it is used to fructify, and whose geed-pod is l^ke the- - 
scrotum. (This last suggestion presumes, of coarse* ‘that ; 
tbe Xoea have connected the scrotim and testicle* Witfe' V 
virility). She first hypothesis agrees withKSopf*a note- 
that a *  FteJO t M S n t fiat i-WBlati, the (Kaffir) cort oi? 
tbe K M ,  with s ~ U  seeds, Mies « garaen. fmLtfol.
JBid a »  colour blacit is « W W * U T  considered 1>r «•> ’ 
Southern W »  W  to * * « * • .  S UM tta>
Vends fertilised tfceir (ielas * i m  part* of the bodies of . 
very hlao* »b,4 ® d  tie roado, w s  MU .  amttp, ltte »

blaafc/»■

I: K S : ,  w . ^ -



Qor task is not) however, to determine 
the original content of the Hoakubulwana belief, but tc 
analyse ita preseat function. For, since the ceremonies 
are still observed) they must satisfy sente need of the 
Zuito.

First there is the nature of Nomkpbttlwana, 
■tiie nP:.'ince8S of Heaven", she is said to be enshrouded-in 
the valley mists of spring. According to s. 0. BaEsueison 
"she is described as being robed with light as a garment 
and having come down from heaven to teach people t6 make--; 
'beer, to plant, to harvest, and all the useful arts.,* .She 
is a maiden, and she made her visit to the earth in the 
spring of the year. She is also described as presenting- -' 
the appeararxie of a beautiful landscape with verdant- forests 
on some parts of her body, grass covered slopes on others, . 
and cultivated fields on others. She is said to be-'the ... . 
maker of rain. The time of her visit is annually cele- 
•brated by the Zulu tribes in or about the mouth of October, 
the girls being the principal actors;"1 Bryant sjiys that 
her ceremonies are performed in Decembers she is said, to 
bave first gives man form, she moves with tHe mist, on one

„iae . M a m  D.1W, ™» °»* slde « riTBr* “  mer-
groro rcitt gross. Stooia her rites be »eglect.a S u m  «he

WOQia oe aeepiy . « < » « .  “ >a reve”ge t M  “ m
to die of KU S W .  * *
to * i « ,  to w » n  « "  P » P ° «  ̂
give turn sow 1»" «*• a “ l ’lat ,‘m  M f W ’
She toells up .«"» =°“ 8 ^  m

The rainbow 
is looked upon

is regarded as the arc of the queen, and it 
as a beautiful emanation of her glory.

. According/.
"pTSSUT"

^quoting SeO.SamUt .. a}3 B.C. Samaeison, «*•>' j

L_
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black san to poff aiti ever the fields. •
According to Kropf, lopards* and- etteer 

animals* tones are used in ‘this garden-magic, t 
and apparently aa&gqira or amagqwira can fertilise 1 
their faailiars.2

Tlia process known as ukueukala 1& re- 
p?e&eiit*d among the Xosa for "the generic term for all 
plants used as field charms is Isi-SUkOlo. This iff the 
nominal form of the verb oiea-sufcula - to shapes* to-urge* 
etc.ta3 Under the beading BsutaHafl Bryant describes lie; 
Zulu as doctoring the crops when they are still green lay 
mixing certain medicines in corn groandby pregnant wca>ear~ 
and then burning it in a field when a north-et.’tfc or e©H$feg 
east wind is Mowing*4 Here again, we have an obviously 
magics! act* the feet that the performers are pregnant - 
women must be that tbeyjjlo&vey feome ofJAeir powerto the 
fields. The north-east and. gou.th.-e&s't̂ cQi&B from the 

they are the rainy winds. .
The Zulu "doctor* all their fields»• for 

t&ey feg.ni it as essential for tie »r<!P*r 8*<”rt1' °f «se 

crops. Ifcey W  »«>er **S» of a*tos “ i8’ “  , 
Bar. 1> little V & *  t0 W  elatoratiog « “ * >*'•*

Apparently tlie beliefs about Nomtaibulwana, 

^  M r  cere«»le„ are tbe of a H x - r
ideftg B.e coBceptioo of ter Batura is, so to SIM*, 

Sbrouaea in the M e t .  to * * *  —  ’*"»•• “ *> Cer°- 

monies have become < 

disease.

s confused with ceremonies xo ward off

oyr/.

___  13.376, •
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According to Kidd, the natives say “the rainbow is a sign 
that the weather iR about to clear. The bow is declared : 
to be some of the wattles of the hut of the Queen of 
Heaven or a queen in heaven. The wattles of a hut are 
tent in a similar curfee daring building operations, and 
a half-finished hut Shows this structure to perfection* ̂
That is, from this ffumkubulwana dwells in the sky and 4s 
connected with tain, Callaway's infe'-osazana, *who came 
out on the same day that men came out of the eart&,n and 
whose name means "Princess", seems to have some affinity- 
with Nomkobulwana, for though she ia described ss a little 
animal with black and white stripes, "on one side there*gro 
a bed of reeds, a forest, and grass'1, by which Ms^nfora- 
ant meant something like these, and on one side she is a : 
man. But her buttocks (like TikolosheTs) are red as fire. 
And apparently her only connection with hoeculture is that 
biie may appear to a man in his garden and promise, him «t. 
large harvest. Inkoeazana. Introduces many laws- es& Si® 
may order beer to be poured -out on the mountains to her.,2

Authorities differ somewhat in describing 
the uomkubulwana ceremonies or uHomdede as Bryant 4 0 8  

are called.3 The latest, and best,description-rfe have ia j
from Bryant,4 so I propose to make this the bails for my .jj 
analysis ana show where other accounts differ. He-records | 
three distinct ceremonies connected with Bomkubulwana, .

Dhe first, he writes, is performed ia 
EeceiMT. (S.O. Sejmeleon aaya October,6 *hieh fits in 
hatter with her description as coming in M »  swing. I |  
shall later consider this Ration of the time of to* .1 
ceremonies more closeW, » *  T - » g e  to t o m  out

and/.......
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r the i»-
and beg gifts of corn as an c 
They go round the iaisi anu, ^  being e 
habitants,pout their lips (ukupufcula umloao1) instead of 
replying, 25ie women guess their ezvmd and give thea a 

baaketful of grain. When they h a w  collefiS&i 
enough grain they brew the ceremonial millet heer. 00 as 
appointed morning, after the brew is ready, each girl gets 
up, dons her brother>s skin girdle (uzmitsha) ana drives 
the family cattle to the veld. The hoys are strictly- 
confined to their homes, the girls of neighbouring inrizi 
collect together and herd the cows till milking tifse, 
While they are doing this their mothers shoulder their hoe 
and taking a sized handfni of field seed, and a snail- • 
gourd of beer, go to a consaon rendezvous fax out in the 
veld, There they hoe and sow a small garden for the ; 
princess and poor the beer (here t 
utshwala) as a libation nppn t 
the girls brisg h «w tare cattle, and as soon as the co»s 
have been milked they drive them out again to graze, for 
that day they are not allowed to eat at home. But they 
take out with them calabashes of the unoodede beer as wel. 
as more sufcstsmtiel food, an» feast «n4 make merry •*-» 

selected spot. Bo » £  “ S' v a n * *  « ”»• At OOI““ ’> 
the girls bring hw'e the 
sod put ob their own uteuaie girdle*.

Sidd's description D 
from Bnrwt’s. »  .« »  «»t after the girls t a »  dress* 

themselves in imitsha they rush i 
oxen and drive them out to gra«

’ (Acceding to Bryan* they return at noon t
' milking/,,...

doff tfcad i attire

, "pokula",



milking' and finally at aunaet}* NeKt morning the girls 
bring the cattle back and the men milk the cows. The 
girls then go to their own huts, prepare food make 
bees. Then they, not their bothers, plant the field Hot 
Nomkubulwana, and place a pot of beer in a hole in the • 
ground. “When the grain is grown it is considered sacred, 
and is left for the Queen of Heaven, who is supposed to 
come down in a mist to consume the food and beer1*. ^
S. O, Samueleon differs from-Bryant firstly in that she 
places the ceremony in October, and says 'that these " 
festivities generally last about three days. AceordSsgr- -­
to her the girls of a district “clothe themselves ih 
dresses made of grass plaited together, and they cover ... 
ta-’.eir heads witn flowers inteStwined with folifigv and 
grass1'. gome of the beer is apparently also consumed at 
the UB2i, because everyone, even travellers may help the*^ 
selves to it. After the girls, carrying sticks and small 
shields, have tended the herds, they’dance and-sing In 
honour of the princess. They oust call at all the imizi 
and jusrp over all the small Children SO as to afitfane them 
against colds end sickness. All the women and girls plant 
tne field consecrated to Homtaabalwana (potatoes are jlante 
as well as cereals)* a libation of beer U  pcurad over 
the ground, an^becceforth the field is left to atself. 
in some parts of t W  country rcen erect a fence round the- 
geraeu. -Ko^n, she says, have been known during the ob­
servance of this custom to bury their children, up to the 
neck ia sand a*d g0 away mourning} 'they leave tb*. there 
for a day before they release them. This is said to gua* 

«,e clilflren agai^t H. 1.
tt. girls MrdiBS ffie °£ **“

in.'....

, • U H S t U l  *aftr“i g S U a "3-
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in the sand and the making of the garden for JJOtakubul- 
wana all together under the title "ukualel amabele"* . 
because the girls go round the garden screamifig to the 
heavenly princess to have pity -on. them and give thsa a 
good harvest* This author cites both Kidd*s and Bryant* 
ways of offering beer to Homtaibulwana - "little pots of 
beer are put in if: (the garden) for her to drink when she 
goes on her rounds, and sonstimaa the meali.ee and mabele 
are sprinkled with some of the beer for luck to the 
harvest".^ Bryant's earlier records only add to his 
manuscript that Va& girls slug the traditional songa..in . 
honour of JTomkubulwafla, but as he writes "if the ukwalusa 
izinkomo portion of the ceremony is also to be performed11 
he seems at first to have regarded the herding of ti»a 
cattle as optional in the observances. •

In tbe light of all these records what 
are the essential elements of the ceremony? Bryant has 
been quoted as citing the girls' jumping over the childre 
their dressing 3n grass, and -the mothers' burying the . 
children, as past, of thw uashopi rites to banish fever 
from the land. As the umshopi occurs in December, s Jike 
the Nomdede, assuming 8.0. Samuelson wrong in placing .. 
tt, latter loSSfe*! abe o<»>“  “ *u » tove coafuacs 
the two on the reesoning simul duae, igitur dwae una. 
Moreover, it is curious that she should not have -die* . ,

tingoisiwa » » >  <*“  “ 6 811,18 , Mr S''80’ t*‘eit
taotbera' iMteba. <»M tbeae W S U & .  ritea «r. 
e l MMted, the cor. of tbe description la tbe ee»e,

tbe eaaential J » w  of “  « « « “ »• — »*•. *■'■= <«
dominance/..«<



dominance of women- and.girls in the ceresonies, (iijthe 
soliciting Of a gooa Harvest from the ^ueen of Heaved 
(lii) the festivities, song* and dances in her I
(iv) the herding of the cattle bŷ the. gifle^ who wear 
men's, garments, and Cv) the planting of the consecrated : 
field and the pouring of a lihation of beer over it 
and/or the burying of beer in it. : .

£ propose to examine the nature of . 
Nomkilbulwana and her ceremonies in one so I shall &rtr ■ 
cite the other rites connected with her, when the- ' • 
seeds have sprouted and the plants are about two feel; -\ 
high, says Bryan*, the girls again assemble at an appoint^ 
ed place in the fields nearest their homes. Each gir&' • 
takes with hsr a little powdered red clay (ibomvu) and 
a sprig of the uleti hush. The crowd of girls enters 
one field after mother. They scatter in each field, - 
gently strike the young plants with the oleti sprig a£.£ 
sprinkle the ihonwu over the leaves. As they go they . . 
cry out for the corn (uku-kslel?^ amabele3) t "Teti - 
amabelei si-yatoi-dla-ni? Mayei" ("Grant us coral IShat 
ahaii we eat 1 Oh whati") Sometimes, too* snail gcurds . • 
of Nomdede beer are placed here and there about the- fields 
for the princess. Bryant does not say if S0isltubulwana*s 
garden is thus treated* apparently not.. The prayer and
the offering of beer are the only indications of : <
Homfcttbulwana'S presidency at the ceremony, K.L. Samuelsa 
description of the "uku-alel* amabete“, where the girls - 
go round the gardens ecreajning to the heavenly princess 
to have pity on them and give them a good harvest* has . 
been quoted above, for she obviotfaly i n d u c e s  into her 

description/.,, .....
l7" ‘l'here lb "£>**> disagreemwul on tjus pox^C, wbicn J. snaJ

I ;



description elements £roia the initial Soffidede ceremony. ■ 
The third round1  of the Homtaibulwana 

ceremonial occurs a couple of monthe later, when -tie 
c o m  is already m  ear. Scattered about the fields 
there are usually many White-leaved, withered plants, ' 
blighted, by the stalk grab* isihlava. The girls and 
aethers turn out again-to prevent, -with JToinkubtilwaii&Jfs ■ 
aid, all further havoc, Juat as-before they;pass through 
all the fields, crying, "Mi >1 ngafflsbele eta*, (BAlasi 
for our aornj. Here and -Caere as- they, pass they- root 
up a grub-eaten plant and pluck an ear of corn gbr the • 
princess of a maise-cob for tiwsoaelves, Vfhen they sr- 
rive at the field furthest from their hoses* off tnay -g.̂ # 
girls and women together, still fbrtber os, to ajtoBre 
far away from any field or habitation* There - -
solemnly bury the ears of corn tor the ptinceas, and . - 
cast the withered plants into the flowing torrent of the- 
river, or in some far and solitary g>ot. They light a 
great fire and ro&st the maize-cobs for themselves* . 
They bathe in the riv4r and danceend sing lewdsoaga 
(izibino) 4 -they eat their rosalies and go home*

I>ugg gives us the only other account, of 

this ceremoay! 8 party o* ?»«■« S ^ l8> ««o#p4toe-1» 1 %  
goes tfcroish tte tmfiim «o» easts » ■* 011 '*M l  * 
prayer that HMSnHKOMii* remove the Hop-grtf* » a »  
them a d  U U V i  »M “ ther reach « stream, th. said is 
cast Into the Wats* IB the Sells* that the .top-gruh' will 

^ . . n y  t o e his m i  tie*?.2 “ W * *
shoold M  »ted, »»«»>» »««»»lw»»»s special SB**,.

■ Tbe three Homfcabulwana ceremonies are - 
(i) apparently after sow»S **-, Ssr good iarwst;
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and (iii) when the crops are attached by pests, to rid 
them of the blight. One notices at onoe that She is 
not meatiotisd in the first fruits rite®, cor Is there 
axiy ceremony to hep at harvest.

• The records are inadequate* tat X siw 
attempt to suggest eevsr&i tendencies which aremeni- 
feated in the beliefs fcbofrt, end ceremonies to, 
wsna. First of all, I would again place her in $h». 
setting «f the people's Uvea* Apparently, whentb^ - 
winter drought is ever and the mists, harbingers vt - 
rain, rest on the vsU-eys in the eerly morning; when: 
the trees and bushes are covered with leaves, and. ths ; 
earth with grassy when tfca rivers begin to fill; wtafi 
the light of spring spreads over the lend; Kostifcubttt- ,*V 
wana appears. She moves with the mists, she is robed . 
in li^it, arift many-facetted « on one side 6  human 'being, 
on another a river, She ia Covered with verdant treats, 
with grass, and cultivated fields. She c.uibb frost .
4bove, and the rainbow is the framework of her Hut. • ...< 
Bryant describes bar as virtually a Zulii Ceres,1 am- .. 
elsewhere linfcs Her w « B  the Meter-Pereejhoiie oiletouf^ 
B<rt ttough She sn=>* * Mffltiful harvest r t  aartwj# the 
top-grab, W  l< she not thanted at first fruita -to , ;

■harvest!? • • . • •
Jhiaj I +y>ir>v-, Ban be-understood i^ the

ligw of her functions. PrMariW. « M  is tt» perso*.

ification of « « * »  »"•”  '“ '9l “ 8t tt“ slstea ̂  
ritual into social values - .SOTia her rites he 

neglect.* She wools M  W T  » « « “»  <“*  10 ™ ™ * e 
cause all the co» to M e  of KLtt*. W  * * •  V ^ r ,  : ; 
vaguely personified, is not use* socially, it will wort 

anti-eocialiy; /..> »

out., «*•«*•> v e m M u m ' ,  * « * .  J
HSS. eita, . . •■ j

u



anti-sociallyj it must be transformed to something ot 
social, value, This power Is j suggest fro
the descriptions of the goddess, that of spring in 
general, and it is as the spring that ITomkubulwatifi 
taKen under her protection the cron, •

. And m  the second place, it aeeans-to.-
me that m  this patriarchal society Nomkubulwana is 
patron deity of the -semen* In her ceremonies they are 
predominant, x would not^bere particularly that the . 
girls weer imitsha, carry shields and eticKe, herd the - 
cattle. All this is, of course) contrary to tfce tribal 
routine. It is true, as regards the herding, ■fĉ t 
Carbutt saye tha+. "no special tiae^season of the'year is 
set apart for this custom. It is merely enacted when.. 
diseases are known to be tirevalent,"1 and therefore Upb. 
Krlge concludes that it is not an essential part of the 
Noffldefie,2 with which Eryant,‘e description of the pufcula 
agrees.3 colenso gives it ae part of the umeiwpi, bu1 

Bryant does not describe it in this ceremony in bis late 
manuscript. It may he a pant of the umshopvfcut in v;U. 
of 3.0. and S.i. Samuelson1?, Kidd's, iugg’s. and BryanM a 
infvi'joation X tate it that the utamlusa, isiataao j £  6* 
essential rite in the. first Koirtubulwana ceremoiy f  ■
And secondly, Ails “ * 11 ls regiment!
of n  that hoe the chief's field.) while it was 
Gaika todunas * 0  pl«ughed for sudili. here it is th?v 
women and girls who . o f  the garden for »«tahulw„a an, 
pour libations for her. (The only ® » t i w  »  ia 
the ceremonies is where S.o. Ssmuelson eyas that in .sow 
parts of the country the men erect a fence round the 
gM-den). If™ Bryant says ttrt ̂  per m l ,  of 

. . imingoraa/,.

i  «South ifriciu F»lKl»rs Journal*, Vol.II, (H880) p.l.
I! latest MSS. *»* not avail __



imingoma (diviners) ere married woman,1 and since these - 
imingoma are clearly eccentric neurotics it shows that 
there Is a greater tendency for women to succumb to • . 
religious neuroses than there is for man. In general) 
women do not take a leading part in the religious ritual 
(among the Thongs. "the rarana may be called on to of- - 
ficiate in a sacrifice on behalf of her nepheras^ the 
children of her brothers, if the latter are all dead»2>| 
the cattle, those insignia of status, are taboo .to thauj 
even in the ceremonies connected with hoeculture, an ac« 
tivity in Which the? da the chief labour, they are not * 
represented. They ■Rho have sweated to produce the cr<5p< 
get no praise, /or this goes to dead men, as wofflen are. 
inferior among the amatongo. At the risk of derision £j 
Freudian psycho-analysts, I would suggest that to a Bants 
woman herding the cattle is something that is ardently 
desired, t.»Hng a prominent part in ritual is a deep--. - 
grounded Kish. An ambivalent attitude towards cattle, 
towards the crqpe, towards religion itself, is created . 
in, the women, a  -woman can. r&rsly becooe a priest, but 
ail6 comicates the,spirits incisions- , she bewm 
an tBaangpoa* • tod-it.ia^. aacording toSryact, ̂ j u a d f

■ womejH^O- ar,&1,removed-from'their o w  ancestors «wL. ■

'.doubly ciriv-rmsciibed by uimhloni^y-Wto'nsually have th 
visions. . .tW, is w o ^ ,s^atto84Sr.*a»UAJ.8 socislie 
But’we have' in a r m i e s  * * “ » « »

more ooro.1,
O . H  w o t t e d  cKrtMW,■«■*'«««• * T +

ordiwiBr ttay MS' “ *■ c<>”  *“  “  iS ’i">
' * »  » ! « « >  * * *  *“rt “ *  *OTr““ !i’ ^  

«»««-«■« « «  ™ i- If "
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Lol-ass^-

aa soae authorities say, also fcerd -the cattle to exorcise 
disease the reason, to "the xkititfe mind may beiji as Mrs. Krige 
suggests, that there ̂ .eeas to 1>a aon-e idea of compelling 
the assistance of the unseen powers by some flagrant out­
rage of decency.. But deeper down, in my opinion, la the 
emotional satharsis which the women feel and which they 
take to be the lifting of the epidemic. S m i l a t h e  
planting of Ifomkubulwana* s garden, and the jo&sMng- of 
libations to her, a woaan, regenerate the women, and con­
vert au&ivalent emotions which might disrupt the community. 
to an end of 3©cia3. value, via*, the welfare of the crops.

This hypothesis Is tentatively postulated, 
for we have no information on the aet&al feelings of the 
women. But it is to women that NomkObulwana appears {he-'T 
she differs from Inkosazana, who appeal's to men ), and 
she appears dressed in white, the colour of the usMngomaj- 
she gives new laws to then who cannot make sew laws* she 
is patron of hoeculture and taught its.arts. and; the hraw- 
tag of beer; ste is .a n a » r  of rain, »lere seitaj. of rail 

ds a privilege of «.a «ala ancestor*.3 In • »
' r a m  is represent;^ :*•« * •  ,«*>“ ">:)*“  ,
women tow to embark «  tto M r d  toil of hoecnltore, for.. 
*ict «>.y .ill never or ln ̂ attj - A

doea not i w « *  »  *■"*“ or J* " ‘*  rft6S
that toil is » W w  »  « •  *■*'*“  *f ̂  W J"

grub ana * » '.»* ■ « . • * . * » *  « * • " *  e>t *
' ^iza-coMt. . »  t »  firatiruita r«ea, on tfc. otber

. Of easting, t w* « W  «■* *“ «  •* « * ■
Finally, the' f tivities, songsactual order c 

till the ceremony" Is. over*
, in. her honour, are a tribute to women in geoei _

And/..».

i. mss.
!: i g a T f e i "

U
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And this tentative hypothesis has,. In 
comparative confirmation within our area.

The Thongs are fats less patriarchal,^1 the matern£l priri .. 
female ancestors are of greater importance, while .this 
tribe has ouch fever eattlej therefore there i& not so. . 
great a need for feminine s&tharsis. In the ■j&yiakeian' •' 
tribes, "woman's day" is, as has bees guoted, the Say df 
a girl's iotonjane, when they may seize the cattle, slaughter 
animals, and break oat in an. orgy of lewdness andalcoholisau .

The N'ooikuttgl'Basa ceremonies,are,~ i%an, 
essentially religious, for the translation and concentra­
tion of tbe supernatural power takes place outside of tins . 
ceremonies themselves. The jower of resurgent spring. : 
and the conflicting emotions in the eromea'a. psychs arfe aads . 
to concentrate, socially toned) in things of social;■tff&ge.... 
The crops, society, the cattle and the wosen themselves are ' 
reciothed in the glory of religious ritual, . ... ihi, .

Fundamentally, 1 repeat,. JToaikCiteuiwana , 
is a personification of tjbe spring, *n4 Jaw ceremonial! «re 
to promote a SouatiftO. harvest. Jnflireetty 8&e stan4» *r'(.> 
woman's desire to rise. am is Srei»<i to for paenty.ffcav ■' 

tie c o m  is eo«n, m i  »hei» it is gra«i»r, *h« remove
t&e might of the top-grut.

It is impossible, on thjs inforsaation .

available, to interpret the use of the the uleti, ,
or a .  sand mentioned *  w ,  in' «• * « «  W> ceremonies. 
Th. use of » «  4esteoy the gruh ie a usual method of , .

cleansing. '

r o o d states CVOl.H.P.Wl « ' ' »  -  -  « * '  
M i n i s m  in 0*“ ® “ religion*



— Pg fit-e ctia a  o f  ̂  and Tendeaee a n, the Qrowiap' fjrapfl.

The growing crops have to be protected 
against certain dangers, such as birds, and*als, pests, 
wizards, thieves, hail aio tks breach of certain, taboos.
Zulu nen, women and children work day etad Bight to -4e£fe« 
off the birds, tbs jsorcufiBe, hippopotamus, etc*, hat 
when they are exhausted by their efforts they -sail da. an . 
inyanga to their aid,, fie, apparently, can use superior 
powers to get rid of the nuisance* uhless it he lo«a#ts* . 
against wham as iliey ere a recent importation, he ̂ as no . 
weapon.2 (The Ihonga connect locust© ̂ ith 13ie Hea?sH S3̂ . j 
take no oteps against them,3 ) ■ *.-> ..
9- W & t  "tfee t-irds get very ttoublesoffl* - •
the Zulu (hfca&nan) sends, at the request of. ids - .
people, for a doctor "whom he knows is. skilful to prevent 
birds from entering the garden", and the doctor toastf?*. . 
«>«! He performs M s  ritas, "Wat* «*»"■?* »«■

tie *ur a£t», ana see !*»*. « W  
a lo a e . T ie *  you « I U  ■« « > » ■  a° c t °r ”* Be 

th e  women to  le a v e  » «  i t e a .  fo r  ,  a ®  »  t t e t  t w  ■«r « t

truly- aa« s'M »a * * *  *“  * “ • “ 8
tbw. Tbe m o  S<* S'"* fire*** * *"* tw ** 
also uses a c.rtei» batracMao, isiMa. B> * M  afternoon 

people collect tie ears wMct tta Mr*. W e  left a>4 . 

tie clia/f !»» r ~ » W  “  “ * gr0— - ^  *’
^  ana a .  “ 4 lri“ “  “  **

ererA* is barieii in «» S-™*- ^  ** « ^ ed “  - 
«  8Pct « »  these «  -  -  «*“ •

sasraĉ -**-*-*
S: l?pl§»Stg™“ ’"Bellsl0“‘srsteB6”'



a  aootor bnr® »  smle ^  ̂  ̂  ̂

^  “ »• « *  « «  i. **Pt * » * «  « n  night,
P“ ,t*P" m a  l m ^ r- ■ *  P«P1. must drive away the 

biros and as they %  -„. ŝ >

(Bryant defines the abalane as the "golden pumped canary, a 
troutil®Bccae visitor in corn-fields”.1 He basn-t the w d  
thloktfcloko in tie Dictionary, bat it ie probably the name . 
of another bira^ff No man should cohabit with his wife 
during this tins, till after the third, day when they have 
wai&ed in the river with intelezi medicine given m  by i
the doctor* Then they return to the fields as& eing again 
the song above.

In this ceremony a specialist) renowneS--* 
for his prowesstuses tbe powers inherent in certain medicines 
for social ends* The rites are clearly magical. It is 
here again difficult to analyse the elements of tbe rites 
owing to the deficiencies in Callaway's record. The song 
I take to be an imperative command, and not an appea^.y to 
the mbalane and thlokthloko to die. The use of tne chaff 
left by the birds, and of the ears from which they have eaten, 
is an example of the belief that what they have touched can 
still affect them, i.e., of the law of participations. SIbjr 
it should he fed to the lseleeele (frog) and ieinana, 1 can­
not say, though Bryant says that tbe isinana toad is -often 
found embedded in tie soil”.2 But their burying and tte 
taming of a fire ova- the "grave" is obviously intended to 
kill the birds. I cannot interpret the use of the medicines,
^ ■ —  since Callaway's informant does hot say of what 

kind they are, or of tbe uintoti snake, which ie described 
by E.O. Sawuelson as a yellowish sca!y snake, poisonous, and

about/.... ..



abou. four te.et leaft vhUh llves moiig rocl£s/  Perliape- 

it Has e for birds, - The tafesa on sexual- ' t
intercourse- e±aa3 also only be interpreted by reference ’to 
native ideas} hot if fee 2 m u  iaiieve, as' tie jiwoga do,S 
that the exeitement of the Bestial act is communicated to ''. 
the animals of the trash, it is dafllly explicable. ' • . - '.

I know of only one instance of protect, 
tion against animals being sought by raferafcoe to euper^atttfal 
forces, ?ae> porcupine is very difficult to exclude frOffiiaie 
fields, and go it is never called "by its own name, hut Slitild 
’Boman'1, lest it he tempted to increase its depredations^®

But meantime the crops may be attaek&d , ■•. 
by diseases. There -are. certain tahoos in anticipation, of: - 
this. Thus, among the Zulu, a fowl mat not he carried • ■• . 
thorugh. a field of tasselling com lest the orop be. hlighied,4- -
and a menstruating girl should not go through a field. ©!£•„•, ..

- . • - -6 - ' ■ ' i - - •' " ••' 
ground-nuts lest the nute go rotten, •■< Crops should he • . .
points at^with the knuckles of the hand, Junod givaa a .
number of Thonga fegriecutural tahoos.7 These"need.not he .. ...
elaborated here, as the whoe function of taboo will he eon-.
oidered in a subsequent cî ipter. . . . . . .  ;

• •Macdonald has an interesting paragraph _...

«Moi shows tbs dominance of nugio, « «  H »  Xafirs, at , 
tliis stage of hoecultare.. "A magician is oocaaionall? 
employed to skscotsa bli arts in order to secta* . rii* 
harvest, and prevent the aestruction of the growing crops , 
fcy bail or Wifjbt- *“* cereaonjas are not elaborate, oSr 

SO tie people attach very Unfortance to ibis particular 
• form/....



form of magic. The usual custom is to kindle a fire, and - 
as the dense smnka of green branches ascends» to east charms —  
shells, bits of wood or bane, leopard -teeth, hows <r ox&air, 
or some other specially prepared substance —  into the ■fits, 
and at th6 same time exorcise the demon of blight, hail or 
whatever is feared, repeating at internals a brief incanta­
tion for plenteous crops and successful harvesting. Sac*- 
rifiee is nbt resorted to} in any case X have never heard of 
an instance in 'which this was done. Here are all the els- • 
meats of the magical rite - g specialist, poser which is ••in*' 
herent in certain, substances being used for social en&e, ®nd 
a controlling spell, ■ .

The pondo have a ceremony, the iXoshoribo,̂ - 
which corresponds largely in procedure to ‘the. Jlointaibnlisana .. 
top-grub ceremony, thougn they have not, of course, any idea.. , 
of a presiding deity. When the mealies are beginning to. . 
ripen the girls £is a day to login î jfepabb. H e y  m e t  one 
evening at a deposit of red clay ana a #  up sons, of liti ; . 
Then they proceed to the land*. They leave all their-clottoS 
it the last cmzi, and continued naked on their w .  <5£»y 
m y  -wear three inch inciyo head aprons). » e y  rub the.- , 
selves with the clay, and one girl carries a pile on her 
head, as they mrci through the lands, Th. Matter the clay 

and sing, “eye a^hombo, t»»a i^bombo, M ™ g » ' t011"- [ao 
Xoshomboi never go rotten, Helds). they taite fro# each- 
corn- end meali.-field* two comatalUa and two cob. respac- 
tively, these n.-d not be rip., for tb. crops »ay not y»t 
bav. ripened. W a y  sre .«pre»i everyone m a t  keep out «C

their way, "” *• t‘“ >r “ * *“ ■"
her/.»..»» .

.ni] vtftSk&iwW .
i: ^ 2 ;’X ‘S i . p' S ^ ,  * « » . «  M
* hlight in maisse. . . . .
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her field she ouat get them elsewhere, in the eve&i&g tiie 
girls retire -to a ridge where there are no 'villages, and 
small girl attendants (Who flare not, by the way, fallow 
their sisters through the fiel<S| bring them their discarded 
clothes, theix blanket* and wood and water. They may eat 
only of what they have gathered and they must roast, not- , 
hoiljthe mealies. They sleep in the open* paired with- the. 
boys who come to them at dusk. The tooye and girls 'dance: oh 
the hills for a few days or a weelc, according to the -auanteer; 
of fields to tie doctored, (Villages may clflb together-tft' 
have their fields treated). The girls return hose without.. 
ceremony.

This ceremony, says Mies Honter*.is.aij 
nrpmfit one to protect the fields -from barm.. Tbe girls are • 
given no medicine, s^a only scatter the clay, after "the . 
tradition, according to the older people, of Kama, 8- great ., 
locust doctor. The performers most be girls, uot. married
women or dikasi ftiwawieft weaea, or widowe who have rel 
to their father’s nmzi). . . .. ..

The performers in these rites, as largely" 
in the Zulu Nomlmtoulwana ceremonies,.are the girls, and mar-.

rl»a v m n ,  «ld«e, and glrla * «  »  '»»• 
chiltom are .pMifWaHjr «=l»ded. * »  P«fo™ers « “  
toeMibo M M  *>*« Md n-
expended. M s  all thair « « »  1* « « * *  ^  .
agataat « »  “ 4 11 iB ^  *>W°ri.W
of ffirn, a great 1°«»‘ « “*<*• B »  scatters of the r.d

olay w  M, aa to tt» »»* b*'*“Be tte- ■■ •
« m m ,  tealtty »l1 M t  18 r,a’ ,“ 1'! 1?
„  v 1 M »  »  °«*rt is P ™ * " 4 ̂
0 M  ’ ’ to' carry the povrer of tha rite ratter than the mvi a d a y  seems to carry v . . . . . . .

. •, -KLidat- and exhorting the fields to be .. 
eon*? Uani^hiog4fl ln the Sookubolwana ceremony the mealies an>l 
healthy* w  13 -  . - • . ••-

' U



corn t M  twtia, perhaps for- fear lest. boiling theai ■ ■' ' \

would, as by the action of water oil grain, spoil the: crop*
TKe girls .are isolated from the community, but cohabit 
with the boys - the negative rule is, X surest, because 
they are engaged in the cftmrainiljjs special business, the . 
positive Is a, symbolising of fertility. The ancestors ' 
are not involved, and the rite is magical to the cope —  
supernatural power is directly transferred through the . , ■ 
clay, - ' .. ■ ;i:X'

In iAtifcion to the Nomkubulwanji 11 <bp* 
grub1 ceremony, Zulu gardens are treated-in other waysi 
eSample fRould thsy be in an unhealthy state, fish skin*- the "• 
saltier the better, is burned and tie ashes are asattared-- 
over the ground to cure the diseases which are supposed • ^ 
to be hindering the crops.1 This is a magical act,-as the ; .1-; 
power resides in the saliinAss of the fish.skin* . . ■:

The Xhonga connect2 the nunuj a coleoptera 
which scourges the fields in December or January, with Silo - v 
(Heaven). When these insects begin to swarm the chief Aefa. ■ 
of the'ftountry order the diviners to throw the bones (why* • ~ 
juaod does not aey> and send. thet,v^^'tc pick, the nvam off' 
the bean-stalks. Then they choose (probably by casting 
lots, says Junod) a woman who has given birth, to twins*. •
One of hej* daughters, who is one of the twins, £s told to . 
throw the insscts into the neighbouring lake. Accompanied . 
by a mature woman she must go straight to the lake, without! . . . 
saying a word. Behind her marches the whole crowd of women,.-, 
armsjwaiets and lege covered with graesj they carry ’brancheB - 
of the big-leaved manioc, which they -wave fr'om side to -aide, •

*bil. w  sioo "turn, e° « * y ‘ T“at ™  “ » e*t '
She t k n  throw the Insects she carries in a celshsafc into .. . 
the water without twmin® round, for she mist not loUt :

behind. Then the «<”«“  8SV«8S1!’' *"»
sine their lewi song. which they would never dare utteron



other occasions, Baring tuts ceremony the. men remain 
at home, under fear of the pitiless attack by the women,

' This is not the only, though it is
the beet, method of conjuring away the m ,  (Sometimes 
the insects may be th<t>wn on to Neighbouring lands)* . 
This pest is connected with Heaven, that systerious power 
which presides over all unaccountable and unavoidable ■ 
phenomena of the atmosphere, of the life of the fields, 
and of human existence. This connection is concretely 
shown by the role of the twin, for the birth of iwinst 'is 
also a manifestation of Tilo. But despite the connection 
of the nunu with Heaven the ceremony may be mainly magical. 
It is impossible to-analyse, the record as given,: and ,$$a- :v 
song, “Kunu, go awayl", could be an imperative tomnand or 
a supplication, Certainly the drowning of some, of the .

implies the belief that if part is d  -troyed, all will 
■be destroyed. The part played 'by the women is analogous 
to their part played in the Zulu aa&ft Homfcabulwaaa ri-tes. 
They maltreat any man they may .fleet, they sing-their impure 
Bongo - these elements af the ceremony indicata an emotions 
carthasis within the woman, Which cleansing they project, to 

the fields.
jn the Maluleke clan of toe Thongs

tier. Is a clear regions « * »  *• 11,8 oropS!
„hen the Ssffireorn i» threatened ts, r n m O ,  a goat is 
sacrificed, at the chief's orders, to the ancestors.
Here thejf"™ « »  »rops, « *  po»er fron, the crops.

The crops must also be protected against

„ „ „  tar iastance, the Thonga have a taWo against sorcerers* *
whistlttg in ® e  field, after they have been ao m  and mti-

the/....



the mealies are pipe, as this would call the baloyi and . 
endanger the harvest.1 Under the crimes of the balayi 
Junod gives in the first place thieving. “They steal • 
aostly mealies or the products of the fields. They 
empty the. fgewnsei-mXs of their contents. The Bagieien® 
have a kind of medicine with which they plaster the meaiie . 
cobs in the gardens, and the ooyx when he wants to tear , 
then from the stalk, remains a prisoner, unable to withdraw , 
hie hand from the «obiu The baloyi of the different 
regions are reputed to war with each other in stealing ■ •, - 
mealiest and to their varying success the various gieios 
are ascribed.** Thus those anti-aocial beings, thebaloyi*., 
may protect- their neighboursjagainst other baloyi-.- . ..

The Thonga jsrot&ct crops against thiev$S - 
with the rihPhlo, "a kind of mysterious influence, exerted ' 
©» the thie^ tiy throwing a magical powder into his. foot- ... 
prints or by taking a little of the earth found' in these . ,, 
footprints and treating it with drugs. . The inhabitants. ., 
of the village where the thief lives will be Bei*ed by 
disease; this will induce them to c m  to the owners of . .. ; 
tSe exi.* to «orfe«« tl*ir f»«lt mdpajr . fto». » « * « * .  
■ g i c i ®  tod tie drug .111 alw-flw a
arug „ d  tt*y .111 l»al.di” ,IU. i» «» « « a »  •* *»*' 

tive « s i c , th.
ttat t u  thief <Ms fWl * «  .

* »  «■"*> “ * >” ** "  “ * P"’der "
» d  a0f£-  — — «  ** iS V ~

« *  , M ”S‘ " *  °f ^  "
■ to «*. « * »* ■** °f * e “ ” “le8thieves »s to mane a .

tM  ! « « «  -  « ”> » « “ “ e "* *  * * * * * * * .  : 
i r » e U 8 « .  * *  ^

* * * . .  « •  ^ “ ntS t M  “ * * “ . r  '
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Tbe owner then burns ana. powders to. astes -the slough of . 
a snake, and puts the asbes on the rods. He weaves the 
rods together to form a kind of crown wnfl places this on 
one of tbe mealie steins in bis garden, When the thief 
enters the field, -the tinhlamalalajat once transform theifl- 
selves into airaLI. snakes, which are also called tinhlamalalf 
Theae snakes rusft towards the thief, who will run away. 
Should he take tbe stolen cobs with bite instead of throwing, 
them on to the ground, the snakes would follow bim to bis 
village, Tbis dreadful powder was prepared by an Bkuna 
named ITwaojokwane and. the people of bis village used to . . 
inoculate themselves with the drugs *Q this way they bad • . 
nothing to fear from the snakes.̂ " This is a magical fcitSf 
the tinhlamalals nervules are turned into tbe similar , .

snakes by tbe virtue of the powder, sfctch is . 
apparently jarepared by oQly on® assu . , .

Intimately bound op with noeeultural 
ritual at this stage are rain and lightning rites, asd X ..

. a>iBn  consider these in the sext section. Bat it trill be 
necessary, for purposes of arrangements bere to analyse . 
these rites in foil? and not only i£ tbe context of bo*» 

cultural activities.

fgV gain if»ft ^
There is a special class of 2vd»fl-*-- -

lateral®. * 0  «■* “ ”»* «* “ * o£- ’
w l B  le to wars of* isil or ligbtalBe ttow t » « t «

tbe crops. » *  ‘"S'"®* ” ‘P°“  “ “ r“ln“
SM.14 ® d  shorts W  .«■»<■** « “  * # * * * <  ®
M  W 8 , V  r « ^ t  *> “ **>

!,.« agaSJi”.2 » •  ^
•v" - dnwa/."..• _

i, iwa., 30l; g i f 5 j S 1syst.M-, op.oit., p .®*-
I: s a s S i S ^ r o p ^ - . ® - 101-4-
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snows tbs tremendous eohoeatration of power m  the 
heaven-berd against the lightning. When the storm is 
brewing the doctor rails 'to his hut for his hail-ehield*
He lights fires rottnd the gardens, and burns medicine on 
them} .he cries against the storm, telling it to go away -r. 
and not injure the crops. He sprinkles the people and tie 
huts with medicine! and sends young men to blow horns; on. 
the hilltops. The scene is a tribute to man’ŝ iefcgasBai-H-. 
struggle against the cosmic powers; "Suddenly there is a. 
vivid flash of lightning in the distance, which ihow/3 up 
the silhouette of the doctor athwart the sky} bis aajcê -. 
and skinny anas are raised in threatening gesture against, 
the clonds, which he is defying with all his energy, . . ... . 
Columns of smoke can be seen drifting m  the gusts , of . , 
wind which eddy about and are bufe a prelude to a fresh - . 
outburst of storm. Thera is suddenly a fearful crash. . 
of thunder just overhead, and everyone feels as if the. . 
whole heavens were about to fall and qrush.tbe ea*th? the 
rain comes in torrents, and the child^ scream out in 
terror, while the doctor yells a± the vivid li^itnijag, 
gvery now and thee the noise of the horns pierces in fife-. 
ful blasts through the patting fcain. . . .

"The doctor gets into a frenzy and .

scream out at the storm l i t  fury..... .*» ̂
patter 0= the ground, and flash after flash of lightning, 
defies tte wise »»•. -gio, « «  # e  heavens see. to 
»  pouring out rtr.—  of wator »i*ed with livrf fire.

Clap after «  of Sunder reoas “ P’ “ 4 t M  ^  . 
continuous. The J>or»-KLo«er. are heaten ha<*, drenched, 
to thefi huts, ar. terrified hr t w  «elug» of fir. .

Ihe doctor alone stand, out. in t M  open air,

I T — - '  -  —
seems to stream on hi. dripping hut devoted 

The/•
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*.• • ......,«®Efce doctor sees that tie whole sky Is a
mass of fire, and. runs back drenched and baffled into the bat, 
terrified in bis defeat and ■juafcing in every limb on. account 
of the enormous- expenditure of nervous energy, he cries out 
tbat he is overcome and can no logger Keep back thaheavetos”.

Men's magic has failed and be cannot 
control, directly by the use of supernatural power, "She : 
cosmic forces. In the person of the speeialisfc who lias 
fasted and abstained from ’»or&, who has colls ctea light-- . 
ning-bolta and -birds, eating the latter to grow strong ■ 
in power, be is defeated* . <• •••.

Macdonald gives a description of the . 
procedure adopted by the Kafirs if too much rain falls* - ..
The rain^doctor, accompanied by a ifafge crowd, proceeds &Q. 
a bouse where there has been no defeth for a long time, snd; 
there bums the skin of a coney. He shouts? while it is..
burning, "The rabbit is burning." This cry ie taKen vp(. 
njj tie whole crowd continue shouting tili/ili are exhausted. 
If this does not stop the rain it is given, up as a homeless. 
easel1 The fundamental magical principles are clears hut 
it is impossible on the intonation given to analyse -the

rites in. detail. .
But in the meantime if rai6. does sot, .
doomed.. I have triea, in my otfcs?-

among the Thonga is of tore
(i) The religious rites cor
(ii) Sites of purification 
from the mysterious relatii

ritee connected *i<* the ancestoiwsults
Lcation of-the land vrhidtt are derived 
relation existing MtUeen the piwer of

Heaven/.



Heaven fend abnormal hirtte; as& <iil) -magical rites, in 
which Sea charms play the most important pari. * '.. • -

’ Tiie general view in Thongaland is. tfefit - 
. "the spirits of the ancestors cause rain .to .fall." There- ] 
fora ij the spring showers are late the first idea will-l? 
to offer sacrifice to the gods, especially if the bones 
consulted-have revealed that the anger of the gooe is.'Si 
reel- cause, la the Nkuna clans, men go to the sacred. 
woods (the ntimu> and sing there an. ancient mourning song. 
Sooa of them willjbttat the graves with sticks.® AJfloBg-.tl 
Bilen clens a special pot, called Phokolo, is. buried jtii 
below the surface of the ground, in the middle oi .a •­
clean spot well hidden in a dense thicket of thorny 
shrubs. A black raja without any white spot is l-/Q.ught, 
there, and killed in accordance with the ceremonial rS,t( r 
The grass of the paunch is squeezed over the.pot, so that 
the green liquid drips into it, and the blood.ia sgread. 
a] i over the ground. 'Four furrows have been dog in 
form of a cross with the pot as centre,- and pointing 
towards the four cardinal plints, . Littl^.girls wh©-_ar 
not yet informed in sex are sent to fetch-water and fil 
the pot until it overflows into the furrows. After . 
doing this, they go back to their mothers. . In maa^. . 
sacred woods, it appeare that a living M «  victim is 

offered to 'th« gofer3 •
. «• There are, then, two main ways of sup- - 

plicating the auceetora. Junod says that he is unable to 

say whether the heating of the is «  '

c. store or to etc* the* the ai»«ti»faotio» of their de - 

cendants.4 to W  ^  m s t  “  “  to"' “ “
tion to « »  tte> *°*er is stl11 _

r-.irrfSss;

I: Sit!! voi'u! p -«6-



concentrated in.their hands,. This, as Well as ttie .
phOkolo sacrifice, is a. national, off&ciag, so iX is the ''
ancestors of the chiefs who sps involved, As regards the
ase of the black ram in xha Pbekolo, it is prcteUOy a
symbolic representation os the black ra£a-clouds» The use
of tbe stomach contents of the goat, (the psaayi) is Pie -
of the essential elements of the Thoaga sacrifice, it
is always Us%& to consecrate the sacrifice to the. • ancestor®3: 
'Tiw.rwii' .Ths pouring of the water into the pet and its flowing daw
the furrows I Should think represents the flowing of sate
over all the. land. Girls ignorant of sex pour .tite wate*
. in all probability because they are regarded as pure froc
•the burning passion, of sex? abstinence froo sexual isafc.
intercourse is, for this reason, frequently enjoined .£n
Thoaga ceremonial. This raifi-ceresoony is fujadaaiBĴ ally
religious, in that t>.e power is to remo«^tlie
resides in the ancestors* but it maJXT. magical el*

There is ore other rain ceremony which i#
connected with the dead* This is tbe.t^eba. fishing
and it is u »  only indication we biwe of «n annual rain

cere»o=y azoag the. < W » l  «*»*• ^
tee cmgbt i» «>* *“ “»• a .
will come and rain nffl fall, • « « ! * » »  « »
case with certain email M W  «*>* *s
Hondwane and th* in Bsi« »«» Moratoen, '

had taken place
had been thrown

because battles ' ' 

their border* and tto enemies', corpses 
into the water, so these lalee .tod be- 

c c  greet sacred woods <**«)." —  *"— “ ■ ? *  '

- ^ : : : “ r : r r r i n ' v



t_£ rain, ana the cltSa either appeased them or made xnea 
powerless.1 i can aod nothing to this, though I favour 
the latter hypothesis, for It seems to me- that this is much, 
more of a magical} than a religiousj ceremony. .

But as the rain comes from Heaven it has 
been 'brought into relation with certain physiological 
phenomena which are also connected with Heavens the 
miscarriage of womea when the foetus has not been. dealt with 
according to rule* the 'birth of twins t tbs death, of childraji 
not yet received into tbe trifcej by the ceremony of feoha -. 
petri and not buried in wet ground - these are the great;. • 
causes Whids- prevent rain, from felling. For examples if a _ 
woman has dealt incorrectly with her miscarriage the whole,../; 
country is defiled end must he set right, such a wo:,an is 
discovered r.y enqjairy ty tbe chief end rads to xeTee} 
spot where she has Hidden tie miscarriage. use %rfh is j 
an* 0P! the hole la sprinkled, and the woman washes her 
tody with a decoction »ads of too drags, the inDmS** and- 
s.fingale, which ia prepared in a special pot. A  littO* ! 
earth fro. the hole is thKran into tto river a *  ™ter 
drawn from the river ia thrown into the hole. Sow * »  . 
country will he well esain the rain will c»e. - The. 

spriuJding «
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o f the g r a v e d  throwing o f  grounS f r o .  i t

„ t o  the r iv e r ,  are c l e a r l y  to  c o o l th e  ■incleenes.. so th a t  

th e  heavens may he cooled , and * .  M U .  - —  — « * •  - 

a ^ s are  probably c lean sin g . These a r .

^ c a l  r i t e s  » t  t h .  ceremony i s  r e l i s h  hacana, « .  

power to  ha tonched i s  th a t  o f  Heavan, and i t  transcends

L  o f f ic i a n t s  « *  « “ *  “ a i ° “ *S- “  “ q ^  '
t  4  w  « «  ® e ceremony performed a t . t h .  d ir e c tio n

j r  the ch ia f c p j i ^ g - j i f e r H F V B E a . l  T-86-i: sai fei?:S:
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In. other .clans it is twina who are especially . 
connected with. rain, in -the section on birth ceremonies 
I have quoted tie customs at the birth of twins, which are • 
devised to prevent drought. Among the Ronga/mbelele ; { 
procession is led by the mother or twins, sad water is poured I 
on the graves of twins to secure rain, tfella ere cle&nati I 
ana the bodies of twins buried in dry ground rosy be dug up ! 
and buried Ma r  the river to inrluenoe heaven*'*- Twins ar# . 1 
crul&fen of Heaven, $n& their mother ffiay be placed in SL-hole •, 
in the Libombo ntisu sod have v/ater poured over her, so thste, 
rain will •fall, "The woman of Heaven being w6t"} saye . . 
Junod, "Heaven itself will oe wet,”® . . . . . , v: ...(

!ffe pass now to the third type ,of rain-fflafetflSK ? 
rain-magic. Here, amoug tbs Thonga,3 magifi is the JiSfil-j . - 
not the first,resort, which would be the -saas if laser's, v. ., 
psychological analysis for the priority of magic to religion 
in cultural evolution were correct. The- charms have to be.. . 
obtained from, the Satho-Pedis of Spelonken (the £w<Jbo . . .. 

section of the Thonga) Kho are deee«nArf$* ,a £at>ul0̂ ;  -f 
rain-maker, Luvlmbi.4 The ingredients, come from the sea, . .. 
and consist of sea-urchins, sea-weed, etc* . Jheee,^ f ......
roasted «nd then ses-water is poured on the* to cool th»u 

Ti*y < w  poWri..* *■* ■ « “ *“ ' a>” ttW *"* 
sMnjrate, M * *  * » . » ” ! *“

W -  *«*“»  -  18 504 m t °
0 M  »  «  *  « . »  «
femals drug.. ’ * »  “ O1"1”  ^  ̂

of ^  « »  ir°a“ W - • ^ ue/ .

l. ibia-.p.ga- .
s' “ itU Sis- »■*« « W »2ffs&rŝ«- j-£ i!0r“tea'CStayt, op., cit., JM‘- . .. . . .



virtue of the drug is derived from two sources: the •
produce of the eea, end the power of the first inventor, 
Luvimki.0 The charm is used by the specialist Who fc&s It 
at the request of any chief. For instance, ManfchelU, who • 
was a famous magician, when called in told the chief *6. ... 
fcill a black goat or steep, male or femafie according to . 
what the bones required. (The lie ad at least had to be 1 ■ 
black} | The heart was pierced with a puncheon so . that the ; 
blood flensed, as (proba'olĵ fenkhelu, not the chief) ca?Of*~ 
fully Trashed the horfce {the medicine horus, I -prGetnae) with-, 
the blood, and theft smeared (horola) them* with the anffflftl *a 
psauyi. He then made fire with his fire-sticks* In. the-:, 
meantime Mankhelu prayeds "Here are the drugs, Riviaibi- of: 
■JTsotaê  Give us rain." Then he invoked his own ancestors,- , 
saying, "Go to Rivimbi for me and come along here all 5>f yo» 
to the rain fall.11 This was a iind of ahemba,. After.. 
a while the wood began to tram* leaves of the nesabe-Besabe. 
■bush were placed on it and a blacK ŝ ioke rô e. and. ascend#^.. .. 
to heaven. A feather of the ndlati li|htning-bird.*as . , 
placed among the Issues as a .protection aft. 3fct lightning^.. 
that are tha essential elements of these magical rites ?
Xn ̂  first place, tie c e r e W  as s«rtew»4 at the 
of the chief, and it U  carried out by a sp e cialises - .■ 
reto-rnaKer. -Che medicines, which carry tbs ^
power, are prepared & om sea-profiucts, « d tbeeea is . , ,

owiously — «*•» » tt « “ ■ ™ se “ alolmS **' toi,,e 
th.ll. power t w »  SlvUM. “ » »• «
^ . a  to ^  •"* t * *  use. » M «  « *

invote. M S  own «— ■<*« t0 ^
Birtto ani to « « *  their . «  P°««" “  * *  ” ** ̂  

**, mac* r «  C t o *  ̂  st0“  * ”* *



th e re  i b  c e r t a in ly  a r e l i g i o u s  elem ent i n  t h i s  ceremony**

but the aacriiice is in some way connected, with the 
medicines, lor it must "be on the medicine horns -chat the 
blood and psanyi are smsared, The black smoke from the 
lire clearly symbolises rain-clouds. -

"endowed with magical power, or rather one fosaesaing 
magical drugs",2 may prevent the rain from falling throug 
wieKeaness, or hatred of his countrymen, Tnis is a'rare 
occurrence. Junod nowhere describes what is dona vfhea ■ \ 
this is the explanation of the drought* hut the jjoyi.ia. 
probably smelt out, made to remove his curse and.killed? . 
I am tempted to assume that it is a rare occurrence 
because it is only used in explanation when all-..other ... 
>aye of rain-jaaKing have failed* When the Thonga : . 
despair of the droughts ever braakwg, then- in. their . 
desp«ration they fall hack on the belief that a- aoyx- 
hound the heavens, tbe ancestors and the i%inyanga« - . 
A scapegoat for their doubts end fears is fwxnd, sad fcife 
execution gives them a recrudescence of faith and _ .

optimism. <
Except for the connect!on. of twi»a-«n& • . •

aSnorml births Kith Heaven ana the rein, rain-m alftas, 

among the other Sonth-lSMte a Bantu trlt «, 1»  :

Among the Ttonga a wizard, says Junod, A

principles, the same as among the Thonga. Th?-- 
.. = o-iftf'-tal nvanaa. who acts only when.

ing to Soga,
the call of any individual, Hah. is not .free to answer



cnief'e ancestors; then perhaps an offering to Heaven; 
the use of rain-magic; and finally, I presume ( the 
records are poor) the hunting- oat of abatafcati..

In Zululand girls are said to dance-round , 
and pour water on the roots of, a certain tree imfier • 
which a great I’ain-maker, an ancester of theirs ,.•>& . -. 
buried.8 This ceremony- is a tribute (the dance) to • 
thla great ra^->malcer, and the pouring of water igi- 
probably to remind, him of their need. it is ■-. . 
essentially religious. . Kidd, says that the custom.,,. 
whereby Zulu women bury their children up to. the..neck • 
ia •the ground, and then Te-tire some diats'ice sna.Sssep:.'! 
up a dismal howl for a long time , is .to. ostaira '1*41%-. v;- 
fcr the heavens are supposed to melt -with tenderness,.^. 
This apparently is a religious ceremony-of prepi-tiation, 
for they say that the^call to "the lord above" 
and if it comes they declare tiist-. "Usoado ■ v2& •,
an insingizi bird (the grand, hornbili'4; is killed. ana 
thrown into a pool of water it wiil i'eifl., • ® and al^o, .. 
if an ingqungqulu bird (Bateleur Eagle6) is killed7-* «., 
. ase "birds have some connection vfxth hesvsn,- .,, •
but these seem to be magical acts, -. The same - . 
interpretation applies to the thrombi’ an fa3i£*i?i 
beetle into a river in times of drought? apd the , ; . 
Burning of porpoise (a sea-creature) efchv

a W w * .  '
!• ĉ!!"sameieoii, op, cit.., P.407.5* OaUawajr, *a«llgiow 3yst«m«, PP.407,8, .
6* E.C.Sa®uelson, op.cit., p,4Q8, .
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Certaiix Zulu 'Beliefs about pain ami tiia 
ancestors vary from the routine sosxhod of. approach, -it . 
there has Deen a drought before the feast or thft first. .. 
fruits, the singing of the chief's soag -{wbich-ie only . 
ssag on tliis ocoaeion, at the first fruits itself , as 
to s$op rain) will cause rain -to fall, for then Hhe "  
heaven rains wifp. reason, for it is filling up the v  ! 
footprints of the chief, ■that they may no longsf̂ esSpe&f..;: 
■where lie stood, tout "be obliterated by th& rain*'1, -It. - • 
appears from the record that the song had to- be eung-ak: 
the-graves of the chiefs anc..&tors« .̂ The ehie£cs\ -- 
song wou_'a be a way of invoking the chief ®s .3Hises$cwfe,ir.:
One of Calla*ray‘a inforaants described2 a ceremony ..­
performed by Tshaks arparently to solicit j?aitx £rot&-~
Tjnimiointaitii, He summoned agreat assembly of- &&<&;■ 
chiefs of vil'egee. collaoted blackoxea, Sh^-anS
rams, prayed and sang to the of Jseaven, and- ( 
his forefathers to pray to tuft lord TW- -j;
song consisted merely .of susical sounds,- lilct. the :c^6£l_e.;. 
gong3 -in the ce^eaooy described ̂itt the preceding p&c$%n8ji1X] 
and may well be the sms* The cattle tw«a -tfc* > 
X i U&ow K U i M U  COe cattle of the triwa go«s) use* to

u aticin sl < u « i U «  • *  «k» W W ** o * -0*  U f H t l  -

Callaway dcM not say « w »  the IslatoM'w«.s»oi>ttiqa«. _■ 
« w  the » » 1 .  M i  M ®  U 1 M  a<* **“ * *“  
girti.. Of yo®s  ̂  a .  «=r i « " K i  V
sSinMd » &  c«ri.s to « *  <*i«f villas *»ere t Hy wars

Jlxtr- to 0 »  1WtS °£ 034 1">“ ” *“ ea ̂  ;
tie MOTlng *>» S>-*8t w  8kl”^ a **“ ' - 

divided the ws&%, which was "boiled i8 «  
declined they took the meat .out,.. - " •

coiae,
and bis hsipe* 
pots. Ae the. eun
placed it o* f s e a in g  n u ,  l ® ‘  t0 ° »  t5



come up. All the people wer̂ . made to sit dowg in order- 
of tbair villages, meat was put an theii? hands eDd.j • 
when all bad received their share, "they simultanficruslŷ  ■ 
carried it to their mouths* They sang the meaningless • 
song used on the first day and stamped their feet- on 
ground. Then they ate. Hen who tools a long time to- . .. 
eat the meat put it on the ground, and sang-agaia ’sfcsa >.■.

fioiL WOA ' '
they swallowed what ±s in their mouths. 'though this: 
ceremony is sa<-i to he an approach to Unkuluflka3%, Hk..-".*'. 
seems to me that -it is essentially a sacrifice .to. -the • < 
amaton^o, as the use of the izinkomo zemzimii isJicatef^ 
The chief's ancestors- are besought for their aid and 
the chief directs the ceremony; probably It is his^song 
that is used. The black sMmals are to: stir tzp -ths i -- •

• black rain-clouds. Why the men ,shodld,^ear yoaag girls’ 
girdles or eat the meat in the way described I, cannot;:r. ,
say. ’Tbs ceremony is clearly religions* for it 18 :^e .
supernatural power or -Hie araatengo that v;ill rain, 
m i  tie sentiments about turn m e  the ohiet.who pre5l *» , 
are etrengthenea as the a  »tion» of souht ana despair 

m  < w  trloes«n M .  1 • -*»>** *°S» ** 
of < M  rittre, this v ^ t  «*U 1» elaborate* in a mows*.

fhe Zulu also believe v’--* the -hatakati car;

prevent th, r a m  * m  faliWS. *>» ** » * ’“  * " S f6SS 
nlppe4 »» medicines in tbe ground or ties toots to tf» 
grass on « *  — in top. arAspnnXlso W  ri®

»  tl»s of orou^t the * » ,  «sea to sen.

messengers to ft- —  * « * » *  -  ~  W  
jearest 1  to j f a *  or m l e d  * * *  g e n t l y

lifts the evil.



generally tbe same,as among tue zulu, Certainir tbey-
a lm y s  tb e  buatoeBa off th e  a 'h je f,1  W w e r ,  -

recoros aa totereattng Kefii* Belief,- under wbieb Jfcta**
ffi&ksra sometimes ordered a- great himt«ban raln was ne&
Se re  tb s  flo w in g  at blood might tsrlng the r a in , os1 the

energetic catfcarsia of the bunt ai^bt be je-o^eeteS.by:
.partî .ipa-coEe to “loosen the ’eorla" aafl cause s-aSn ta.'-f
Hunting ia also connected mth. rain in tbat Imntspa awsrt
•atyfe •atter. the name: i^Qoyi in a certain forest* last .i»ai
. ' • • 3
fall imue.aiate^f -and epoili- the banting*. - JffiyiMs :
xrttertoce sboolct have such- disastrous effeota;-it '-t3- ;v ,:
impossible to say, oat tbit, taboo- qjv a S£*a\ \s rcosffle&.a.sa '
: tlie Bantu* it ’soulfi St'.Jnterest-ang- to ̂ now-.if tbis'a.
belief m s  ubsS to make rain, or only Spplie&'.itov-S.baai
sn& if tbe latter is the. case whether there ia a*y
connection betwfcsn t̂ ie i_Palazo- sn& i_§oyir

. Before passing on, I. wash to. point.-<H5fc
that rain-mafcing ceramnies aleasl? ■ show" tbe tiaaalsti*
of poms, potentially gop£ w  tfrti. to P «  ■
its Comenti?atioa.in.«b3eot0 tff social.v a l a e J S ^ p i L

of tbe tribesmen, during a.P«wtf- of.
6y emotions of hops, »«r, *«•> “ “  a “ *
’ emotiOBBj M W *  OTMValmt, « « »  P°*» »*«* ™ 4
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drought contiEoiig the wrath, of the' people, whichis 
social, falls on him^ and. net oh tbe chief, who %s <s£ greate 
social value, 1 have sketched -this rela 'lionaki.p of the . 
chief and the maglciaa inny other tbeeis, and will . ■ 
elaborate it m  a later chapter*. . .

To drive away r a m  or thunder the Zulu •hum the. 
skin of a cony-,1 or the -children nay go out, tarn up their, 
buttocks towards the sky, and. say, "Let it clear op, bai?s 
rump? u adding, perhaps-, "I sm tbe last horn of onr,-family, 
rf îtefe the bare buttocks of the children may 'repreBent.the 
cleay s5sy. The ve^-dai6ys tffllaribiklosana, aay be placed 
upside down on a path during rain to maka :thfe Sky ols«3f> a?? 
this plant perhaps opens its petals to a shower .and th^ .. , 
gulu may invert it to stop tbe rain. All the?® ars., . ,._ 
magical processes, tte first usios t M  po*"1 #*■» 
the latta? two more tkas. of a £i*e» . - . .

Explanations of llgMttUg v » y  som & t t .  Kit.

it is generally « w M  « « » » » * » .  »  P»pe*.
woi'd for U & * a m  U  I * - * ,  "«*«« «  

for calling «tfW thing'

w o »r > u » ,  -to w r t  to « * »  « • “ »  ““
L i y  i c w - w  c »  * — > . *  « •  **., ? « “ ? *

iiforaatiof, aisti»g»i.» ™ >  »*’»“ »*»-

it is not areaafsl, It **<>«* «  Mx»i although, it ,
it csssss aotfcipg but rain*" « .  1torf« «* *

„’« »  o n t o o * * * - *  is a«^sdjrtt* A * * *  

li^tning a.w .^,i»

“  “ S «  * 8a « * » «  « -  -  —follow it- . m  —



thus distinguished I .catmot Say unless it ba that the deep, 
ana shrill thunder are associated with the male and fefflale 
voice, respectively. The male heaven would be thunderstorms 
attended by lightning, probably sheet lightning,.and- the 
female heaven dry, forked lighting* . . . ■ . . .
.. The chief association of heaven with lightning ~ ...
is through Hie lightning-bird.3- The Kafirs, according to . 
Kropf/, have a-superstition of an im--?uadulu bird. pMch sets 
its fat on fisee and sends it aown as lightning.2 soga, .. 
writing on the Xosa,re£era to Kropf® and CooX .fiescribSfe 
same Belief among the Bomvana*^ Miss Hunter-Says that the.̂  . 
Fonde believe the lightning to.be the droppings ..of the : / , .. 
mpundulu, which has a red beak and a pure wMte body,., hut . 
sometimes appear® blue ar&l "all sorts of colours'.'®..The::^ndp 
belief, according to Kidd, is that it i&.^ram and spits. . - . 
down fire on the earth.6 According to Macdonald, who does v 
not specify for what tribe be is writing,. "tbunder is .- 
cf-ueed by/very large mythical bxTfi clappiig-its 'sri.â  arvd 
lijghtning is its excrement vten purged. ',/hen lightning , 
s t r ik e s  any o i je o t ,  s u c i M ,a  direlXi® ,  oatSL e-$ oSt., o r  

tr'SS, t r e  b ir d  i t s e l f  has ceseended, STM again  reascanf.e 

u . an m - m iK U  * < * .  t U  « « • *  xa * »  the m n » »  <*

i s y l ng  i t .  egg s, J  « .  »*■ W  “ *

« , ! « » ,  »«r ■** ^  weel “0” , b l M '
She e gse  !»«■ «  M r *  « s  in v is ib le ." ?  , Sn



—  — ~s». Some Zulu Relieve th*fc if tue spot wfc6«rtl«i 
lightning struck is sxeained the shaft of an aseegai will fee - 
-found., writes £ida,s probably copying eall&way3? Jatfthfi-saltt 
also have -the idea of a lightening-bird, which soaHjr oir thanty •. 
ind^eSj claim .to have seen ■£&, -for it remains Where the E 
has been struck. it ie very fat, anS'its feathers glisters, 
peculiarly, so that it changes between ts6 anB. green ''.n • '•..■» 
colour,^ Tha Thonga call this birtt ndlati, or thl’ 6ock of - - 
hen of heaven,. In the Northern clans the magicians taMwv ' > 
wore about its the ndX&tf is a bird of four < ^ « e ,s» '  n. 
red, black an& ̂ foite, which lives in the mour.' ctrnsj grefer— -a 
ably at the confluence of rivers. ,£ts -eggs apparently 
float in a nest on the water, . .When. a thunderstorm t>rss&s ■_ 
the nfilati flies to heaven into the- clouds, there ffl&y ha » . 
scores of the birds but only one is aangerous* . Jfc.irajtes,- ,■«: 
a'-̂ n to the gfomij atrifcijg a tree on its wayj tearing- its.. . 
bark and its wooflj sli& throwing'!* Sown* <v* tt falls «n...p.̂ ,■ 
but and Mrne it, or or a man and tills.him. At the £  .. . 
ground the bird either rests > Bare w  leas helples*, so^h&t.,^ 
it can he, enS has heen, caught, or elas. it enters the. . . 
gromtfi m *  remains «.«», °r fl1 *s« 8  .ita m .  <3>M» *'#>* E 
cciee <tf « »  llshtPli® * » .  « “* » “ a te<*  “  mmmtajno. 

I t  la essy to oik m t a s a j t i m  M »  U iB tn io s  » 1 ‘
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•«ie iisawung i£ j^ventad fratii wreaking its havoc Ifir 
special ^xinyaisga known, among the Zulu, as sky—herds, 
because they bard -the heavens as- a Tsoy herds the oattlSj 
carrying shield and. assegasi, an£ vfaiatliiig,1 The 
Special3s»tiion|among this kind, of izinyanga is extreme; • ; 
there are Izinyanga o£ the lightning and.izisyanga of the ' 
M i l  who are employed on different occasions.54 Among - 
the Thonga there are also magicians mho .understand/the ■ 
•'treatment of and the TraiiBksian -tribes reco£«
tiiae ^aiiO. .-v v _ic^orSî ' But among th\|.Xwa.A’t 

war-ft tiie usas-s? ooild irServene wifcfc'tha heavena 
..? '.-,-gll ?t6 the iT^any r spitting medicine 8»\stasigsgjiis 

• -.t the lightning Oaafcess, and placing apsegsais, •• .
s-5v,~: -t-n irtsr-a i£f t>a ‘Aigntrdnj;,.5’* {But-certain -•■
cfcW-sc*- > -* **•' W  a w  MM. rtw Knows tbsm,^ ■ • •■■.:’•

' zulu lBflV«'T>̂ t»erds hatf* to observe^ specs 3a. 

*-p *iving.^ ft* !'hav%, a. ttomaoa filing fijfc .
' * m & ,  ond are not sh writ i W
it,' feotnote S7J,. • .The/dpetw m s f a J w . f t r t

fep.377 &3S7>} '»e « “ * * *  h0&  **■ * *  in
medicines mi*ed *ith *» * * *  qrfi li^tning-bird, or 

vdth a thunder-boM, fe.3* , *>» ^  ™ st

aria* „.«• <*» t |Wi. “ i!'* ^ * 501 “ * ” at
of . «*i V S f i —  <** »• “ * * *  elt
herljs » £ « .  » •  ***<• "  ? ““ * ^I **. *-=«- —  - ^ “* • 'iheaven, .-/•■.’>*

m a i d . , ? .® 7? ;  Vnr  t t ,  t >,314.  • i. •’ '• -
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heaven, * feei with it, know when it. is going to ttoffider,1 
and are able to Counteract it", (p, 38C-,fcotru>te3ô ,

Among the TjHtoga^and Ponao2twina especially 1Uv< 
this common, feeling with heaven and may walk in the storm, .
or shout at it,-to arive it away.

■ JTte Zulu doctor uses various medicines to 
’'herd" the heavens. These medicines are generally izin* 
telezij medicines which are sprinkled.® (soga, on the 
Xooa, describee the intelszi as a plant, bulfiiaa aspbada--- 
loides, Which is grown at the top of a hut to ward oft > a 
ligfrtning.^) Callaway gives a number of the medicines used,,, 
such, as the vQfiabepe plant, vfaose red roots are used,® •. 
Bryant says the timabope Is used as an intelezi4b but acde^d^ . 
ing to Callaway It is burnt in the ieolo, a special -fire- _ -­
place outside the umzi used tor this purpose.7 Callawpg, «>.. 
also reniions ubokqo and umthlonjcane as "bdxng burnt ift.ihe 
isolo. 'Oinkatazo is a medicine which the doctor .keeps by 
him that, he may puff *t^4t the lightning if x t  enters..-Sts '... 
house. He also gives as a heaven medicine isibetelelo,3 „. ̂  
rtUd, However, is SeecriWd uy Bryant OS a love-«e4icin«.9 .

Bryant gives a number of lightning medicines . 

in M S  dictionary, «= *>“  ̂  f<“' «»e .Kaf^s. .».**.,, ' 
unnecessary for M  Si™ t M » > r t  * in every c.s. *»» _ 
or. employed in asgiMl r«es »l*re their P » «  i» di™cU.y 
nse4 to w d  of£, <* «!«“ » »»*.«» effects of, lightoiM., 

The SSy-herd Las W o  functions! <i) be Mist

ju nod, o p .o W ., W 1 -3? -  s p -433'  .' ■ 'ssss:’ w‘405'6-Calliway, jit", p*372.

Diet.! ep,cit., P.-33 .. . . .



drive away and ward off the storm, and (ii) heVmust purify 
1*083 who have beea attackea-'by. the lightning, Tke thunder­
bolt, cojjdng from Heaven, is charged with danger and impurity. 
As we have seen, a. parson killed by lightning, is /buried tatfe- 
out ceremony outside the umzi. And st̂  animal that is struck 
is usually not.eaten.but jurist,2 -chough it may be gaten if ■' 
the doe tor so orders, and thŝ i only with special precautions} 
including washing aiid. the taking of emetics.3 A taitv even .• 
a whole kraal, is destroyed if struck by ligbtiaing) and *- -.r 
tree that is struck cannot, fee used.4 . Macdonald says that. . 
•when-a. man. is killed by lightning, all the village are un~ . .. 
clean till the sacrifice at the end of the ceremony.“Ihesy 
cannot vî -it their neighbours, .nor can. their rwlghbowa toft* . 
M a r  thenu The relatives of tbe dead mist show no sign6?£. 
mourning. It is ssia, raeaven Has taken its om«, and 
mourning wouia be to. protest, ana. might bring puniahment^0 

As regards tbe first auty and the way i M a  .

perf«».a, i to. * * * »  * tew* w l *  M s  OTB
whi.tltoi, having W r M  M o m ,  Ira^US ..aictas, to «r*» 

aOTS- a .  stort. *»<>■ °U“ r ” th,4S-

st o »  U  * - » *  —  «  “  » *  * *  *“ * ^  ^
3 1 * »  . * »  *  «  * - *  ^ 8l*“  ~  °f

' t Mt » h» it * «  «  " *  C" ilr “  “storm so that when iv_«*■* . . . . ..i
oart « w e n  it ao.s « »  ™ “  “ * 1,101 ’

* «a -tick- to * “■
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urine and spit It at the storm. ̂ The Thooga magicians 
forced Heaven, or the 'bird of Heaven, to spare them by . 
playing on an enchanted flute, and shoutiigj "You*
Heaven! Go further! I have nothing agaira-t youi I do not 
fight youi "They may addi "If you ar.* sent by wy ene^nie# 
against ae5 X will cut you open with this toAfe of mtaeS^ 

All these processes are obviously magical*
Charms are bung about the huts or buried to 

ward off lightning, and the Zulu make common uso -of 
medicated stakes, Sayce has described3 an annual 

'’lightning-protection11 rite among them. The doctor 
collects a number of wooden pegs and if possible pie of : 
stone (usually dolerite) struck by lightniig . Thesi $eg£ 
are dressed with medicines consisting of the barks of two 
trees, one of which is small and has long thorns and a red 
sap, said to resemble blood. (Lugg in a manuscript says . 
this is the umviti tree, the thunder tree, of the Zulu, 
many of which stand in gardens to serve as a protection , : 
against lightning. It has a single stem with large. • . ■; 

umbrella-shaped head with switchy branches like the willow* 
\fhen in bloom it has a most vile smell*4) To this bark- 
medicine is added the fat of the ngqjaagqultt M r d  (used,- .­
as States above, as a rain medicine) ani perhaps thefat 0* 

^'peaeoct'' *«>■ iB saia 10 crs' “” J ruffle lts- 
before thunder. The Woden pegs are driven Into -the 

ground round the village «>“ «>e *■“  “ “ ■u o  at the / 
entrance of the isibaya. SoM  sr. fi*>d on the tops of 
the huts. The lightning-stone is placed just outside the 
hut (I W »  it the lodlunkulu), at the foot of U» right 
door-post as o *  e n t e r s ^  » spsoi^-prepsxed^le -
T Z  It be ^ e d  out by « »  lightning. is ground
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i saxed with a glistening ore resembling argentiferous 
ta, obtained from a spot on tbe Xngeli Mountains which- 

is frequently struck by lightning. The stone is placed 
above tbe medicine in the bole, an inch of it is left 
projecting* and over it is spread a third, misture contain­
ing glistening red ore (life® culprits) ami cow's i&Uc. .Tbe 
doctor is paid foi bis work. Callaway gives a oriaf. . . .. 
account of this ceremony, and concludes- by saying that at. 
the end of tbe year the rods are replaced by new ones},. Hi£ 
being known that the old heaven of the. year which has . - • . . , 
passed away has passed away with the old yeaj*j but the . - 
present year bas its own heaven.1*-1- , .

'Shat are the principles underlying these ... , 
practices ? Xn. tne first place, it ia to be noted that. 
the heaven-herd is a highly specialised inyanga, and o«̂ c.-. 
nmnng tbe Xosa does the kraal-headj the priest1.warS.ro£f , 
the lightn^ngjthough Bomvana men may use charms tbemselvea. 
Tbe heaven-berd is closely.associated wit»;Heaven. "SeaVBn- 
herds are said to herd the heaven, because when itis.;.,; 
overcast, they at once see .that the heave? X» bad,-; .and&at 
ceased to be calm, and bas gone out to do evilE b$& the . 
heartB of the bexda are kindled-, they are m  longer..bap?y» 
are umble to callow «nr *>od, and are struck with. fear, .

as ttougi, <m *•» to 11111 At J *
b.co- brave »  U »  U S ) ® * ®  W S l M  *° fU*»..>.: *£■ 
^  yezulu fitovn» «hen tte iieaven is « « .  * » > « *  
fceart too £  B e r i n g  clo^i M  is « * «  uvea's . . 
protects, a«d M s  association will, it *  ;

special observes. * W  n»»«* * « *  * *  “ “ ““  * “ 

depart, ® d  t »  - ™  I— “ * °f ^
„f«ci«* to arl« T  « “  8tor“‘ “ * *r°lu“‘i0*
° , * * «  of « » « * > <  «>a tterefor. one doctor v r  

kept C U  ^  . ^ o  «,,e
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powerful or not, if  be -Sosa not Itnow where the latter. ... 

obtained his sfcill.^ The power of the inysaga yezota •' 

comes from his "cqbbuhx feeling with heaven"} the Kafir ' ' 

doctor uses his own urine againat it, vhilft other medicines . 

include as important elements the thunderbolt itself * fat 

of the lightaLig-birft or its ^Lns, anS so on. The power 

over heavexx comes from heaven itself- but the. iSsKiiar wietfis-' 

it in threatening marmot and with imperial commands* hidfiiES 

■the heavena depart.2 yJhere are certain oheervaSsces . 

practised agaiaet stomas, The name of lightning, 

is tabooed (the Kkndo call it iakosi3) sad, afcong .Ssoltt,’ * 

anything that ia white - heads, wood-paringa, amasi, white- . 

kine - isust be concealed or avoided. One shê Sia* duriag. ..c 

the storm, walk on the grass not in the jwth.A : 5

The process of cleansing from the effects ot, -u 

the lightning is very necessary* so much so that s&sa 

Macdonald fought the timber of a struck cattle-fold fr< 

a native, the latter was aasily persuaded that tka.evlJ. 

been transferred to tie eoin. H« got a magiqian to Sorter 

tie coins and appease ti» ssitltB.5 Ite Ifco^s village 

which toe been struck is eleaneed if a e  doctor ces eshane.

tie uri»e of « *  V iU ,S *

moved.6 X» the M ne*ei the doctor reooime anyone * >  m

M m  hem H I M *  ■«* eprinUM « *  J>1“ e “ *  ^  '

medicine; he orders a dance sod sacrifice of cattle, tie - 

group M M  reintegrated, hy .  religious ceremony, against 

The lightning teada to

U A  S,

the mighty power of heaven.

Ihid.j P*3»»* . 
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where it  has been before, and probably this is why things 

connected ■with, or struck by, it  have power over itf The- 

Xosa therefore doctor against its reappearance, The spot 

where the lightning struck the ground mast be treated, and . 

before the dead man can be buried the family and the grave-* 

diggers m a t  be specially protected.3. Among the Zulu, i f  a 

person is stvuck by lightning the whole umzi fast and d̂ -jbot- 

even drink water until the doctor. has treated -the®,8  .And, on 

similar printiplua^ to the lightniig bsing used against ̂ .itgeifjj 

a man who has been struck but still Stives, no longer fears tli*; 

lightning if  he has been treated by the doctor*3 . Cattle c a n /  

only be, we have seen, eaten with special preetautioas i f  tSSey :■ 

were killed by lightning. I f  a hat is struck the whole', . .. •. 

umzi is treated. Tbe inhabitants are scarified.anfi i ^ e ^ /-  

•oosizi, and little medicated rods, are driven into the gCotutf. 

a ll  about the village. A black sheep is killed- for the • . .  ̂

josdicines, because its colour will obs«fB  the sight ojf^.^... 

leaven so that it  cannot see clearly «na strike J

•whole uasi »ay he moved, or perhaps only the h » t a t i a d j ' 

abandoned. Ik . !»»**«> «« •.«*■ *• * * * * * , < * •  

mist V> purified, m i  1 1 *  is abstained from. . ' ■

It  s ee®  W i t  the people have to U  PM t.eted 

from m o r e  onslaughts of l ig h t ly  as « J 1  «  ^  .

are ritually unclean. t"**1  to' *  “ “  ' * ‘>L'  ■ '

leaven, so V M . m A  ® t  com* XHU> cmtart. ^ . 

n e i g h ^ .  or * 1*  - U *  *  '

suggestion* « “ *  * “ *  " *  “ S' d “  - -

restore them to a ponaal state, . . . .

a jnaae of the flesh, ^

ndlati bird are, among
the Thonga, powerful in 1

afraid"* 4r>4_g, •
4 . Jbid.j IH?*® oo.rfit., P.I* S.L*Saaraelsont *



thieves. The victia of. theft azmouo'^s bis intention of . . 

appealing to the doctors if no one confesses to. the theft tfee 

doctor goes to the chief, who again calls on the culprit to 

confess* . Jf all deny guilt the doctor medicates, the place 

where tha theft was committed and addresses Seavenj "Oh. - 

Heaven, thou it ia who hast- eyes which eae as by sight; 

as by flay,.. They tave stolen ©sode* and- tĥ 'CteS®!-,. 

itj Cotee and discover then, may they be consumed. " That... . 

evening the thief will be struck by lightning, the articles 

will reappear. Or, accordirg to another informant, the . . 

thief will be punished'by a terrible attack of vermin* . •.

beget by palm leaves which tom into snakes* la this*,,.. • . 

eoongctiiMi there ie a significant custom that tiwsa wfeo hav«. . - 

been robbed will at the door of a suspected thiaf'S hQt; ,

during a stow, "and it is qaite possible that tie -l&aate*. .; 

terrified by the thunder? stay throw oat the stolen articles.^!. 

In  the ffiuna region -me POTder o r *

need, or itt W » W  me t e n t ,  to .jrotM t *  « •» *»■ * » J W *  . ■ 

thieves.^ Sere Eeaveo is  on the Bide ° *  «ooi«tjr, « a  .ta **»..

omniscience punishes the thieves, a
direct religious sanction

involving tie intervention oi n> external p o w r  « U A ,  : . 

h o w ler , tm  b . controlled iy  *  special 8ot,in«l.i<*,aii=S» ,

-snncKrteS wi«> « »  : ■ -

* ' m x o r  it ■alould 4s not*a tt‘ *  11 tolteB " ;

the .w i's ** » «  W * * *  * ^ rt -fcheir victims. ■ .

in others, - »  -  « •  »— *  T * " ’* ?
a * -it 3 3U these tribes, when lightning

* *  Hnnter « .  ** > *  ~  *  '

, a d ,  beerd ot six village* heing strock in the 
pondolsnd ah. h ^ ^  =amalltlM. M  ie e«er> th«r, -

n e i ^ h o o d ,  *  6  - ^  iaaap ^  ligbSmim-

» r . ,  to ■*“ * . M i a a a W

■— ------- "vol.IS*»-P P * ^ 2 seq-*’
X, Junod, °£ ilc*\ it a .
S . Hunter, M3S*» s 134.
3 .  coofc,



which is a o&stsle phenomenon that'is awesome aftd ■terrible.

When tlie thunderstorm breaks lightning splits -the sky aid hail 

rolls across the lands, it is Heaven, that speaks, with 

mighty tone8, pregnant with aeath. The sudden tlzek 6f  

lightning ia like the swift flight of an assegai or a birds 

those who have been, inoculated against it, -who have a. comaen . 

feeling with Reavesij can guare against its depredations, and. . 

purify from the pover and evil it carries* . .

(f) First Fruits Ceremonies. . •

is the lama of the first fruits. (JI.,pp.403 eeq., I.pp»396<- 

404) The tribal hierarchy is clearly illustrated in thft .

the counsellors, the herdmen, then the younger toothers.in . 

order of age. There is a stringed taboo directed against, 

the person who precedes M s  superiors in the enjoyment of . . 

the first fruits, this law being applicable to Kafir com. op 

M * a n y ? i n  certain clene, a»J also to >orrfo«, S/m &=  1 M M «  

u>a Seer, etc ., otbers", Itt« quotation offers <m . 

introduction to t »  Thong. W  «  « “ » « * * * * » « “ > <“ <* 

,Tmod has elsewhere descried in detail. . . .

The regular national offering of the Thonga^1

ceremony* "the ancestral spirits must be the first to en$$»y- 

-the produce of the new yaar, then the chief, the sob-chief, ->

] nma, in its ritual sense W  *wiv.

the injurious character of a

Tbe ideas at the basis o

s> suggests junod, (1) tiiat to

for one's health) an<3 

tihe/>....-_



and the first mouthful taken mat. be seasonal with the • , 

royal drag, and (2) that the ancestor spirits, the chief v 

.and elder bi-others, have a prior rite to enjoy the products , 

of tfce soil, and to precede them in doing this is a sis 

Which, would bring them misfortune. Only certain fooda.are 1 

subject tc thie taboo, notably slack Kafir corn, the oldest s 

cereal, and bukanye,. an indigenous tree, but 11 the law. of . 

Inma s&eu» to have applied to all kinds of food in 'i 

tines.11 There is.also a “less ritualistic kind of 1 

the luma of the mafureira almond, for instance, “ This is j 

also teeing to become obsolete.

This last ceremony is practises in eseh sab- - 

chief's village, in December, The almonds are dipped. iEt*| 

a small calabash of water to soften them,. Some of the ; 

powder of the nyokwekultt (Jirood nowhere soys what this is) | 

is added to them. The unmumzsna first takes some for 

himself ana then distributes them to M s  people, . They . 

suck the almonds, take in their hands the part which if - 

not eaten, and rub their faces sTith it. This is all there,..| 

is to the ceremony, <1.,pp»395-6). . .. t_.

Anong the Honga the great, official luma i s , 

that of t/r,G Kafir com, nahele. <X. ,pp.a»-397) iSp great 

„ife of -the chief grlmas tfc» O m  grain, of Babels XS^H , | 

She cooks the flora- In a  Jot aod pours into it sow of « »  

royal jorfto in the so as to « * . . .  ,

shi»hM>if The chief takes a little of the food a»4

offers i- to the spirits of 1,1. ancestors, at the aaia , ,

entree  of the royal m * i ,  =* W  “  ' * * *

ha, year oo«! Precede us you, you gods, ® 4  ^

M  that, for us also Kafir corn .hall help our hody, that



we may become fat j not thin, that the witches gay inert- se ■„ 

the com, make' it to be plentiful, so that, even if  there 

is. only a small field, bag baskets may be filled!" After 

this religioud ceremony everyone Inna's In turn, the chief , 

first, then the sub-chiefs, then the cooas-sllora, tfces tha. 

warriors fcho have killed enemies in battle/, then the head­

men of the iiiisi. Should a besdsan bft prevented ,by illness 

from aoffllng bo the capita, hie youngor brotner.i'will not 

precede h i%  but will bring him the shimhlmbi in a leaf* ■ 

Tbe eldest gist. eat first, Vfosven aim strsngsra. do njrt>es&;. 

the magic powder, - . ...

The lusa of the bukanye tree shows four.. . .. : 

consecutive ceremonies. (X P S .317 sea,.} Juno&.doee not . ; 

eay which clans have this ltae.,) I t  is performed. Ill . .... .. 

January. The first ceremony is the luma by £he spirit®. .. 

and the chief, ?he first ripe makanye are gathered a n d .. 

pressed at tts capital; the sour liquid obtained is poured 

out on the -tos&s of -the deceased chief® to the ptisa*, , . 

they are invoked to bless the new year arfi m  feast which 

is about to te celebrated, with son* prayer m ch  as, "Ibis.

1„  the w r j « r .  1:111 '* t “  “ *

peacefully*11 i °r > ' a*  tBlB 6“1“ ,!rL 40 ”ot ia“ ! ^  ”  , 

not elay each other ™ i .r  M S  * r  «  =?

serious quarrels.s . ' W  = »  w l t “  ,

■ oat, during O ,  general Intoxication . S i d  ■ »  

prevail, carrels  „ i l l  arise, 6o»e of «».eh. « y  t e ^ . t e  

f a W U y *  -t»e go ®  having lum-4 t o s t ,  the tKMC are.

consulted an*, «  « “  a ™  M  ^

Tnmti nest* . . . '•_
The secorct ceremony is the luma of the. O T ,  

^  are assembled to clean np the subli*, .. .

She y o u r ^ P ^  ada# Ihe women of the e ® ital  . -

square end all w  ster t A . . . .



s ,art out €a?ljr ir tha momiig,striking their lips to 

soimd.bttn'bu-bu, ana gathering the bukanyft fruit. The . 

beer is brewed on the bubo and left to ferment, for three 

days. The entire male population of the tribe is 

summoned to the capital, but the first to respond to the 

call are the warriors, decked nth  all their ornaments and 

carrying their small play shields. The great medicine of 

the land, a black powder (here called ijh-iUTigu bya miluraj 

is thrown into a cask of beer, (Uiluru is tie •

influence which a man or* a beast killed by asgefeafei * 

on the slayer, Baking him go mad or hatfe red eyes5 

is pain or venom. The name of the powdw therefWs 

probably is ‘the killiig of the miluru*,) "All thrae Jiteo 

are proudly conscious of having killed a man in war must • 

first drink the new beer which has been medicated to keej?;tf 

them from killiijg any of their compatriots during the . 

ensuing weeks of the bukanye. They approach one after -the 

other, the chief also, if he be a maa-slayer.  ̂ Each of- .. 

them receives a small calabash full of the fermented 

liquid. He jumps and runs in the direction of the 

entrance, drinks a mouthful, spita it out with tsu and ^

■ father and mother* Hay I  hold ttoe calabash!. Even 

t„-„orrowI Pot ever!1 »Others sin®  <We drink , 

Wtamje anew! *ho would to m  thought that w . Should 

drink again fro» this cup,* i . « . ,  «»>>-• the dangers 

of war. Warrior* who lave not killed t  foe can, drink 

tear to which »0 powder haa M e n  added. I h .  .  circle 

i .  fo r- d  .nd the principal counsellors h a r a n g u e ^ , 

warriorsi “Brink in J * a c  let  .

» , « ,  V  ti ttnsfixing his brother with M s  <

Go and drink in  your jnrfi vil:

qpaTtlB Witt strangers passing through *■» country.

w  gathering than disperses.

- ; fhe/*..* . ■■

1 one spoil this

Do not pick



The yila (ritual danger) has ‘been •t'amaved, 

and now the third stage, tbe drinking in the villages, . 

commences, The women, who all this time remain at home, 

have meantime gathered the makanye and prepared bee^f. Sere 

also everything must be done in right order of precedsssfr? 

the petty chief of the district mast luma in.-the peeseaas - 

of his subjects, and not until after he has done $6'-*ean tfcfe 

people drink freely in tbe villages. Prom this meosnfc.*.. 

however* there is no restriction, and the people plunge iarfcc 

an orgy of drinkligfo. Many cases of adultery- occttf, for- ......

"men and women forge?, the ele&eflfcary'titles of eoaduct.

They attend to the wants of nature in the sase placet . . 

which is taboo under ordinary circuEStaneesi *the law. is-Ha- 

longer in force.* 11 This is curious, ?or jtmod geys else­

where *ba*-(II.$p.404> that "the sexual taboo is als* - -. 

esforced. Those who contray^ne tlxtb £2%t sgid to *destroy 

the efficacity of the offering*,11 tho^^h in fcis .,

actual description of the offering does k*n»d&^ .

■ Jar# of beer are taken' as ■6ribt^‘*tj-̂ sl' .!'. • _. 

chief who also visits ths villages, Where he iWfeaated* ■ 

TSiis is the fourth and final- act of the bukanye luiaa. •' ̂  > 

"Dancing d  “ « mlIS- 4e -S

acclaimed!-"

' x do not propose to analyse these rites, till j- 

bam aescrltea the w f *  ° f  °tMr trl* 3’ **■'1 

M ,  Jnnoa's conclusion «> ®  rite- .

1 m  r l t «  Of first fruits m m  u  iari primarily *

sioss ortgiju ® “  Bmt“49 40 ° 0t feel tt* t  ^

eAjoy the proanets of the soli unless they h a w  , f i » t  g i»« ,

a portion of « . . .  to their SOfls.1  M  I t  not these gods ^

« ,  the cereals2 g r o «  W »  .

1 I .e ., A»c«strS  S?owefe, for bukanye. But JnnoS's ^
2. The iig *bat j  think is true* -that toe effects



even controlling the wizards nfe* bewitch tfca fields ?

These rites are also evidently dictated by the settee of 

Mg£P1??byj. A subject must not precede his chief nor, a r 

younger brother the elder in the use of the new harvest, .. 

else they would kill those in authority. Such an act is ■ 

against order. We shall see that, even when the seeds are 

sown, the elders must take precedence,1 But the custom ■ 

seems also to have been actuated by the idee of passage-.,. . 

There is a passage from one year to another» For the • . 

Thongas, I  think the rew year begins twice every year? it 

begins When tilling recommences, in July, August* when the 

heat returns.. This is- the hlobo. It begins a pword-tiae- 

at harvest, and there is passage from the food of last yeas? 

to the food of this year. This is the nguba (Honga> or . 

nwfl.-o (pjonga). Though the luma rites do not bear all. tips , 

characteristics of a true passage rite, like those of. . r-: - 

circumcision or mcwiig, wa may obser*» in. tke. «f .. - - 

bukanye a Mwd of marginal period of general licence, 

when the ordinary laws are more or less suspended* 

taking of a first mouthful probably signifies the 

aggregation to the ne. period, til. magical Sorter, usedon 

this occasion Being a protective a n w r .  to shield them - 

from the calamities of this Ottawa year... And « * » .  aSlf 

i ,  it not ttot feeling of fear which ao easily tales 

possession of tt. heart of ® n  - to enteric o n *  new « * .  , 

^  starting something fresh, * i = *  ha, led the savage «  

s m W nd the use of the first fruit with so rituai

precautions ?11 ■
The Zulu ceremony has become in. feet.,confined,

^  recording in * * « « *

ohsoured. I  shall W  to straighten out the , . 

information and set out the core of the
has been c 

jumbled maee of a
afraid, require a large amount of



space, Taut I  feel thav is necessary* She ceremony ■!&.• • •' 

lcncnra as the umkosi, Its true meaning, wattes B .C .' • :-J 

Samuelson, ia the King’s Mass, "fop no one coaid gsrrfojf'ffi . • , 

it except the King of. the Sulue, The word coxes from the . 

'nova inkosi (^King*),*1̂  Bryant, however, derives the word' 

from amaimsi, tke ancestral spirits, "whence the ̂ umkosi ia ' ■ 

Zulu would eeeo more correctly to te the grest festival ̂ f  

the chief ancestral spirits of the tribe or of its Boyal 

house*" Sa suggests, of coarse, that both Inkosi and' • •?•••. 

amakoai (e»f. amadlozi) come from the same root, 2 Ifce 

philological history of the word is outside my .provineer ais 

an anthropologist, but X mention these theories here bec.aiiee 

they both imply essential elements of the ceremony,/ the ’'.'"'liK 
power in it of the King and tb-« ancestors. . • ,'\

The unkosi consists of two eprezaonies, 

separated from eactv other by a month, and known Teepecti^^?-' 

as the umfcosi omncane (little) and umkool orakulif (big).-. ’Ste-- 

umkosi twmcane is also Jcntran es "the utoinyatela unyaka^Bj'.... 

t-the stepping into the new year*, and iivcideit ally ;dnfers ̂  - 

the casting of£ of the old year with all its ills, aJ$tfc<r 

uaheriig in of a new season. with hops ss& anticipation for ;

I M .  t u w . <  J U  -to * # *  «  «** ' W r t . l .  is !**;. 

jT C M rt  t »  » “  tee m is t  » o »  Ms- ;

coming into M atte* * ith t6oae * 1S“t toT8 ' aI!t' keB "

t t .  M w scaaon-. crops rtto n *  jrorincatios,- ' »  

occasion rt t »  t U »  proclamtioB of » .  :

regiments may marry, etc,

according to B . 0 . * * *  » « " T

ujnkosi wegade because a

It must also be noted that, • 

laiQ’wn as thfe 

clod of earth (iffade) was the chief 

■& Bryant •
ingredient in concoction, at the c , * » » n

1. °P*’cit*i PoS °I  p.260.
2 .  D ie t .,  °I’*i ^ 4rae, implies. 

S‘ P o ^ ‘ > P-362-
4 , LuggJ Isi,
5. op .,cit.> P*3BAr



mentions this clod of earth,1 and it- seems clear to msr the; 

Ssmuelson's umkoei wegade Is the ukunyatela of other w tt«  a 

a conclusion -with which Mrs. Krige apparently agrees thou® 

she discusses it with the ukukota igeja.2 . . .

According to Sarauelson this cereifwy is . 

performed, at -the King'# chief umzl, and only the males- at-- 

that umzi ana the neighbourhood attend#*.3 Lugg mentions 

the attendance of regiments at the umzi, hut he doee^aot 

specify which or how many; Bryant, says that only the- 

principal headmen, certain selected regiments or -se3£$£@&: 

companies of them, and an army of carrier boys (izidifcl)1 : 

are needed.5 Kidd states that only "the great men.of the 

nation are called to this festival*1'6 It is. certain^then 

that it is not a tribal gathering*

Samueleon describes b. great fĉ mt in whl<Sh-. -

• the frinc; himself took part, to secure the fiercest,sxi&-msx 

powerful animals, some with the keenest ei^t,some -with tl 

greatest venom, ana the most uncanny - such, as the lion> . 

the eagle * the mamba., the rhino, the buffalo, etc*. _ So .. 

other authority records this hunt, and we are not,told If. 

the skins in.which the King dresses in the omkulu are kep- 

from year to year or annually obtained b / a haattog 

expedition. Bryant says that at this time messengers -m 

sent to the coast to fetch .the wild useiwa gourds -, -̂ , v, 

(uselwa iwen^osi, the King's gourd 8) and sea-watery .%



notes only the sea-water.1 Early on the morning of the, 

ceremony, according to Bryant, troops proceeded to colleev 

firewood and the izidibi boys to fetch green branches to "I 

build a cool shelter for the King in the calves1 Jcr-jfll*2' 

This is not mentioned toy other writers bat it is fouid, as . 

will be seen, among the Swazi and the Mjronl of Gaagusjlfana, - 

"both of which tribes are kindred to the Zulu, • -

A black bull, taken from the i£ingse OWt 

herds, is placed in a great cattle-fold, and one of - 

regiraents is directed to catch it with hare hands, and kill, 

it by twisting its.neck} incidentally they break most 

its liaba ir. Va» process. They skin, it and carry the . - 

carcase into the small calf-fold where the Sing's, doctor . 

receives it. From the carcase the doctors collect the: a- 

blood and excise certain starts for medical 3 purposes.,

The remainder of the beast is burnt on a great fire, .• .- . 

kindled tended by the izidibi Who have not yet attain 

ed puberty. They, and only they, are allowed to roast * . 

strips of the meat at the fire and eat of it? it is 4&e - 

only fooa -Buy have XUA any. tor once inside they an> k<!» 

there till the morrow, ill  -iltfit « * y  » a «  to U &  the 

tire till tie whole beast is reduced to aBhes. *  lugg _ 

confi™. Bryant's information to th . erteBt.ttot » - • * . *  

■I understand that s further fierce blast bull *  

sacrificed and eaten by youths who had not attained EUbsM, 

but I  have no defl.it. Information on the soiffl., nor has i 

„ ,e »  possible to ascertain why its consuwtion was « « f lm

to snob youths, ™ » to ’* * ’  tW“
,.6 . . ’ . 

and courage,” . - ^
The next step is apparently (the orfcar of

events is very confused in the -  probably in

. - - - • the.,/..



the ncinda -of foeaieire by the King, "rhe King was doctor6&", 

says I/Ugg, "to prevent hie being oversaadowed by rival chiefs"* 

but also* ae has been seen, it must be to protect against :- 

transgressors of the taboo cm the crops. • (The danger of a 

breaeh here lies, as among the Thonga, more against those in 

authority then against tlie transgireesors themselves.) - $he . 

medicines are probably also a preparation for the strong . 

medicines of the umkosi ookulu. . They are prepared, : <• , . 

according to E.C. Samielson, by the iatuyanga froa various . . 

partB of the animals obtained in. the great hunt, taom. various ,, 

vegetables they thesselves have collected, and a clod of. .. 

earth. These are mixed and boiled together.** . Bry&nt .. . : 

writes that the aloft of earth was dug. up from the main.roa$ 

leading to the great place, sad boiled with tbs_blood. of  

b u ll , fragments of the new fruits and the bssi- or roots o^..;4 , ., 

the isengsffl&i umanaye and other plants.3 (Se doss ; 

der » e  the plants in His .dictionary.) iStdc says that the , , 

K ing 's  doctor VHiBhed the King’ s bo ay with a in i^U reo f . . . 

uswele (a plant life  v  onion} crashed in t» I #

h i *  powerful to confer other e b u ft . * * »  « « * »  M

custom.5 .. - •

Samueleon*a description of

of this medicii* « * •  1». « » *  ° »  leS8> * *  * " * ? V  • ; ■ 

aesor i p « 0B . ttr a < W * . r  » » »  * *  t ^ g  . ^  . . -

~ » ia- “ ̂  ̂  r z «rr
„ before daybreak, to a selected spot OR 

the doctors proceed, oeiore j • *v ' + ' '
+ ¥hey have with them, the pot 

* * *  ^  « * « - * .  ^  _  uto 

contain!* V »  » followBi ^  Bls

« .  — S —  ^  ^  ^  rlsM .

trusted offiol*16" V:/ujt±.'—



On. his arrival all rise to their feet and salute Ida tbreA - 

times with "B&yed«$rt Then, ae the gun rises, the Kia£ . , 

thrice neinda's - sucks off His fingers - the concoction - 

and each tins cMnaa’ s (sqvsiirtpB). it towards the xdsiag sua 

"as confusion to the nation's ecermieB, and blsssing ap4 - . 

health to ids people*” Bach time he squirts, the people 

utter the sound of a roaring H o d *  The King- moves of£ sad •, 

is again saluted with, “baye&e."^ Bryant reports, the . . 

■neiuda process, to produce "the magical result that ha ■would 

he rendered beloved of his people, duly respected . 

surrounding monarchs, and so forte. This particular* item , 

on the pragrsraae vias called ukugings igade (to swallow..tke 

earth-clod) and it was hut one dose in tbe general tiaafe- 

taent for uiamisa inlcosi (to make firm the King)«., Finally; . 

the King was washed clean (utapotula) from tfce effects o t ,... 

tbe black ffieddola* (tadtl emryana) hy a dose of White,ones 

(imiti emhlope) in which apparently was a  copious drau^t . . 

of the water fetched from the sea as an emetic."* . . . * 

This, in Bryant's description ( which he aos& ,, 

not M »  W t  met he the wikost • » « » )  concludes the  ̂

c e r . W ,  tot te later describee an elaborate «ra»W f « * ,  

sacrifice (the a t o t a W  or xaSMjriaafcm taamikosi) *hlol>, 

!  think t o .  the aet.il* la part of the »tas i « M » .  

gut both IflS ana “ “

According to M B ,  0 « «  *°

have extended over several days, and included, tt>e 

sacrifice of specially selected oxen at each of the King's 

teMll.  tc the great .ncestral shad.* ot the nati,n, _

L - * * - . "***■ *• t
M .  f a r t h e r .  « •  faiaed, and -it «  alec «  owns on

„  a visit to « .  .acred b a r ^  r —  -  ~
i TViese orounas are situated in the - 

Uoge cf the nation.



Mahlafcatini district, near the white Untfolozi, and are . 

known as Emakosini,^ • • ■

. . "The graves were surrouMed, and each 

regiment would in turn approach within a respectful 

dista^ae a id appeal to the shades with the shout of --- . ' 

*'Soaa-ke, So2&*lapa* (Come therefore, Come hither) shouted 

many times*1,3 . . .

.According to Samueison, the cattle sacrificed. 

Here taken from the sacred herds, the izinJcomo zemzirai, -and 

slaughtered that the people might feast. "This part.i'f- . 

the TJakhosl ® was held for the purpose of •making It • v 

possible for the Zulu nation to commence partaking1 ot the . . 

new crops, which no one was allowed to toueh under1 "the. > 

death penalty before the King had, as it were,. tasted them 

for the people through the Chinas ceremony." After.this* 

apparently, the people could eat. of the new crops.4 .Bryant 

also says that the people could do so, "but apparently there 

was first a small ceremony at each kraal.® , Moording to 

iaek, however, ’while ttpende allowed -Use ZulH to do tills** 

Cetewayo made them wait till the Great Festival was ove*.: 

T&is ceremony is also known by the Zulu »*•••., . 

esh»a»a, because It lavolvea « *  s* the people

and tie Kiag.as a preparation for the Mfcosl o«toW. Ike,

^fcosl «tal»  « »  >*“  « "*?.
the Great Festival aU  the regi-nts hs4 to a=se»«*e «t tta

J a ,* . .  U ,  « *  —  ^  “ * 611,18 ” Xbr i  “
u  rajn states that the reginmte first grttena. at 

” ,  — « »  &aals’ "  ^  20 ^  ' :  

before the « « » » ,  « ' 1“  “ “  ^

c h ie fs  . « * »  " ” lr ^  T 1"  Mz *.~ «— -— for “  r



to R.C. Sanaelscn, these ailitary kraals were »ths centre, 

lor the preparations and arrangements for the celebrations .

........... • * The various heads and leaoers of the military

ftraals had u) see that all the regiments that hag had their 

training in these kraals were equipped, attired) -and all 

their armour and uniform most carefully burnished and . 

cleaned up for the great dayj anyone wbo turned up at the. 

great place-^Korakhulu* - untidy and not properly attired *.■ 

was set on to oy tbe members of bis regiment, thrashed, with, 

thin sticks, driven from boas, and not allowed.-to ta3«e part 

in tbe celebrations." When they arrived at tbe %oml&iulu* 

they constructed grass huts for themselves* so tiiat the ... 

place was surrounded by villages. Attendance was 

compulsory on pain of fleath,  ̂ "Tbere is some disagreement 

as to bow these regiments and people, were.fed,,. .Callaway . 

says that they brought beer witb them, but that a  lot .of, .. , 

beer war. alao made at tbe Chief's w z i , 3 ana accsrd}Jig %$

S .  L .  ssmuelBCQ tbey- bad to briug sufficient fogd io? a 

B . C. SamueleoB states tbat the King bad thousands <st 

ed cattle (IiiyoniiastipliOTnli) ,± ! aUksnas.,  a; 

iiganaa bad to bring »P aufficiait t »  its needa,® 

clear U * t  tbe King lUtim.t.ly provided a l«r®  J

food used at the feast. . . . . .  : ,r

preparations of medicine were yery. o d ja i w  -

ed According to logg, O-  ingr.sdiebts “  t0 1,6

tbe utmost secrecy, o ifcer^e  tbeir potency T O ld bo,

lost. * .  c , * •  »  - » . * " ■ “ *  *■

ingredients to tbe i »< n «*® >  <»■»«

„ mad, «P *  tbe isibyaMa * »  added t b e ^  <» -

„bere “ 91r I * * * — "*  * »black medicines, <iJ- UiulJ1 1

, of «  m a n  » tivs <*««■» '< u  ^ * 2

• ■ - 371 •  ' • •

It is

powerful t

included saapie« <



species of wild watermelon.* very bitter sod of aft ob- . • 

jectiohable odourj lie itaBga le inyoka, the-fruit of 

a creeperj sea-'eater and water from the great rivers j 

eufth as the Tugela, Umfolozi ftndRhlatuze.1 R. C. - 

SaJnuelson*s account of the medicines used, differs soma* . 

what; the doctors "collected dried -HormTood brafichae ani 

leaves and tied them up in a loose bunchj aafi algo cellScted 

portions of various vegetables, including Usslwa .uwnfcosi, 

Which was a small striped gourd from a creeper growing on 

tbe sea coastj and which was the most important, of the -. 

vegetables, as ■well as various parts of the animals xeijaired.. 

for the Umklosi wegBde. . ...

"Tbe Tteelwa Liveokosi, the ^King's gourd*-,... 

was prepared in a separate pot, while the other5 vegetables . 

sad parts of animals were boiled separately, and with. ... 

these tl.e gall; of tis U n t  bull was jaixaWv* (A-coi-dir-g .. 

to samuelGon this M il  was slaughtered sarlier in t«» . 

omkosl ontulua", nut Lugg saya *tat»®s«™nS.ljr U »  “ 1  . 

sacrifices at i*UKT«tela w »  tie • •  '“ >e EH® **»»>«

uaed for purposes at vimsbsm, Hut «  a.oold ona T O  »1#*4 

at the u^oei r t  ua.a i» a si^lar aamar".1) Wyant , : . 

states ttat th. «co=tio=. contain - « » i-

! « » «  from tfc. jar,™ . a** 

roots ana Mrt» posa.ssta* H

perties ware altt.r rete.d *> ***’ ®  01 b°1W

V. n5  These medicines were veiy power* 
thereon, ia  potsherds." These Tw . . .

„  e » » ®  W « .  " * * *  ^

M  o d d  taka ... *  * T  ■

- , ,̂-̂ e aied instantly." •
. in g s /........ ... ...



Lugg proceeds; "The King waa fcept ia  ,

seclusion undergoing treatment for two or -three flays, and ■ 

from what X have been able to gather, there is good reason 

■to believe that it was a gradual process to enable him to 

withstand the more potent medicines he was given at tie 

final 'ieremony."1 According to Bryant tins process was 

Carried oat in the King's bathroom in the calf-fold where 

he regularly washed and had his magical treatment. Be 

was seated on. a big roll of indhli2 rushes (a species of 

river-grass or ••rush used for maVmalting) ,3 The, treatment . 

was intended to make hia ’’very fierce and terrifying. Be 

was daubed all over the face, limbs and.body with various 

coloured powders of the black variety".4 Bryant agrees 

with JiUggs "With the ashes and other griay material fils. . . 

Majesty's countenance, already aisrtbing bat genial - he 

was supposed to be in a chronic state of rage t h r o u g h  - • 

this period - was scared down both cheeks,, down hie fore.* 

head and nose, round the eyes, and some say about the body 

i n  d i M W ,  p s t t .™  « »  “ 10<aW' a “ *  “4 m 4 *

mrtil M a  « * < *  » “ “ * 8rot*SS',e V * * * * * *  *

0» * S  vie«r". At t l is 'a t ^ e , i .  goes <>» to W .  « »  B « S

« . « — t—  *  “ *  • * . * * * *  r ? * :

m r « *  p o t s w d s  * * » *  _ 

M s  p.sasnt « « »  M — *  "  "  *T . 
j — —

decoctions. of aether dog -■

^  ^  ma „  m  ̂
w -  “ ' »'i8°  k” m’ says O T * .  ^  < * » '

.  « * W »  ^  w  „w al in gr„t  

purpose5 This /• «••,.* ■ — ■



Tils process of fortification was called 

ukugunga, to "go through, the process of self-fortification 

against evil consequences or influences by smearing, the 

body with charred medicaments, charas, etc*,”1 or "to be­

come darkened or disturbed by a general stirri&g up of 

occult powers from within'',2 BMle the King is W ing . 

treated he remains alSae iti a particular hut, vised for* this •: 

purpose every year, and called eyasyemsizini3. (Kasizivis 

any medicine burnt and ground to black ash,*1 ifeiolL mate-a • '  . 

this the hut of the medicines). At night he is attended. 

by a selected wife or ,girl of the isigodlo (the upper £5 

reserved part of a royal kraal, where the Kifig‘a womeri .arê  - 

kept and which is strictly private) .5 With' her}. if  lie - . ;...; 

desires, he has intercourse. A child born of such. «  wdph. . 

is called owas1 emeizini* (According to Bryant's later." ' 

Information the King remained with, ttte girl in tbe.htft . .. 

.̂ Tr-tng the whole of this part of the ceremony, and an ow^s11. 

emeizini had an inferior position -though both Mpande, and ,. 

M o ija lu  Vfere rumoured to have been conceived .

During a t  fa ic S  of M s  a»olusJon a e  ;  

(utorila) f r o . t * *  : i v, 

*to  keep M B  in a suitable angry f r w e  of nina.«,

Jlfter the akutolffa ™» «ku®i»Ba, according to 

Bryant, the King donaed .  = 1 ^  te«pcrary cost™ . ^  

constructed after the P «te m  of the - • * • »  *

thin gree* rushes < i ^ W  - These were strung to- ,

■ gethir in s .w s l  fringe girdles, •»<* .»'»»* * "  fMt ^

L  ef .h ich  was round « * * - » ■

”  t  a  t t J l 4  ^  the chest) so that they overlapped .

’ h  to fo r . a continuous cloak that consoled the 

whole tody. Finally ^ i s r / .......... ..



aiwolar fringe which hid the face".1 Kiss says that an .- •■ = 

the fourth day of the ceremony \ttexe would be just about 

after the ukatocya)11 tas Slag ia clad in. gcass, leaves, 

eorn-sheaths ana herbs";2 Isaacs thag the King is .

"decorated with, herbs and corn leaves and bedi^d with 

beafis and bangles’1,3 Lugg writes that at one stage o f . 

the proceedings the King emerged dressed in skins) bat 

that according to old informants he used, to have “leaves 

of Kafir corn and m&jze Ranging around. bun in addition to- 

"the animal skins} and that stalks of sweet sorghum -were • 

tied to his ankles sad trailed along as he walked11*^ ■ ■ ’

• While tbe King as secluded and before he .,

appears in this costume, the people have been assembling . 

for the festival. H. C. Samaeleon graphically describee „ 

thisi "The Zulu nation moved up to the Cradle erf the : . 

Zulu Kings, SaaKhosini, in the Amailatatini District, aod. 

encamped near tbe Hodwengu kraal, the head kraal of Sing:. ; 

{ipande, each regiment encaoplng by itself.”® '2'h6 old . 

territory of the Zulu clan, according to Bryant* coaipriged. . 

a patch of coixotry, Within-which "all.the Zulu Kings .

lay buried, and at the same time .existed above in thfi..fora. 

of pretty green bleek-spott.84 snak» (isiwsndezulu) ,?  , 

Tbese snsttJs are *ont to stray so they «ere rounded nj> so 

as to t* m «  * W  « *  festival, M *  m  * »  V  * .  =; 

party of the higher -embers of tte together

some regiments of warriors and a herd oi WLloete C i z l t a  

tmaiM) . THey wflta# round » «  undent land « 4  Kith 

very'savoury sacrifices enticed « *  scattered, ancestral

• “C  "Essential Kal
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snakes each back to its ovm sepulchral home." Bryaat 

describes -this ceremony in his manuscript after the usakos.’t 

omncane and -before the omkulus apparently as an. lateruBdiat#- 

ceremony> ulufeiyisela kwamakosl (the causing to return' to $fa* 

place of the amakoei}. He proceeds, without connecting at 

with the umkosi, to say that when they reach the spot they 

saluted the assembled Kinge by raisixg aloft "both anas and . 

shouting "Bayed®?" ana they sang the iimbo, the sacred tri"cs- 

al song. As they sang the snakes vanished, no- inft peeing. 

when or whither. On the next da^ two bullocks were. • 

sacrificed in their honour and the rest driven back to the .. 

Sobanbo and esi-ELebeni kraals.^ This ceremony was 

apparently a preliminary to the umkosi proper, a rotmdifig ... . 

up of the great ancestral spirits of the tribe, fo*- Bryafct „• „ 

writes immediately before it, "it was deemed an impious act 

for the reigning monach to presume to celebrate this , 

solemnest of festivals2 without the presence and . .

•benevolence of the presiding gods who were the spirits of,,, 

-the tribal kings.*1'

It is difficult to fix the. scene of the. „r ,, 

oenMoiy ralaas all tte & & &  « r» Pl<u»<i> M “  • 

tspmas'. Soaweogu, near B«a»Mtai. I 1*™  »f  « “  .

amadlozi. . .

AB soon as tl» P«°P>-* M v e  SettiereS • »

ohoa.n p l « . ,

to tb. «  com. T h «  tM7 rat.™ to tt* t a »l  -  - 

sing and S B ®  sMaiaa a»4 .s.ssaaia to aalut. U- . «  •  . 

lo„K.  o».4 , K» ■>*» «rtt« * « ! « » .  « * .  « * * * ,  * »  * - ;

“ “io *-• Ms “ ** 19 
.  out in W «  aresa of plmts- »  to difficult 

when he comes out 3* dx» w ^ . . .  ~ '

--- "— ' ' •" -, +- a/j-ntify these kraals, vide

*■ I ’T s S ^ p ^ ^ - . ^ - 246-9-

s-
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to describe When exactly did this, or when the wars 

without weapras, killed the Dull. E, C. Samueleoa puts 

this killing before the aoctoring of -the King,1 LuggS' 

anfl Shooter® after the King had been treated but before he 

emerged flresaed in. grass and skiaa* Bryaut4 and Kidd^ 

both place It after the King‘s appearance in his waito garb 

and I  so inclined to accent their varsion. as the usual 

routine, k For it is el^ar that when the Sing came.out o f .■ 

hie seclusion, he performed & dance* According to £idd} 

he stands at the head of the kraal, and dances backVrara and 

forward thricsj "He is accompanied by a band of boye 'w'hfl 

whistle as loudly as they caa, the tune,apparently, beiiig 

optional, When this part of the ceremony is overs the men 

fetch two to fight. sometimes they kill a single....

pT̂ pifti which, however, has to be killed without Tje8pons,’\; 

Isaacs agrees with this to the extent that he writes, aftea 

describing the King8 a symbolical areasr that,"steading at 

the Head of the kraal he runs bac&wards eod forwards, tnre«> 

times towards the m r f o r *  followed by toeUojrs wfclMltag 

a ,  loudly w  sossill., . « »  ttoe ttroTOS *  o t U t a *  

taaioativ, of M e  comand for t te . to a»4 M t  ttu

new food.”6 {Usually tt5 dsstal* of the oalabaah M

later .) K y as t  *»■  « I“ n *“  '5‘” “  ^  ^  ® e - 

cslf- fold ,.*, s r « * ®  to a s ,* , .  B »  resi»e=te t o ,  a ,®

.„ i l e  “« r  *™ *  B>* Ir ° “ P*  “ * ^

ciK j,  (o-n-bi! — ■ « * « “  « “  {“ * ^  krfel)^

tL  rest —  se ep,etat.« “  *> ?— • » " ?

, ,  tie BJ.6 S *»»« irt0 tM “ **“ “ “ °  ”« .  oaU-fold »  s„ t) * *  *

^ euair«white regiments I " * 1' - -



r

regiments (the recruits) at the lower end. He rises and .

33’ictes into the Ceuta’s of tbe arena, where h<5 stmts about.

brandishing his war-shield in hia left liana and his .seejjtre.
brass . ..

or stick; of statu (said to be a dlscoloUred/£od) in his 

right hand. He abouts and gesticulates as he goes, to the 

roaring plaudits of tbe crowd. Then the great captains, 

sitting by the. King at the top of tbe kfcaalj strike up- 

royal daOse ^£§1 (ingosns)^} it is taken, up by the d*ep b&BBet 

of -the older men of the white regiments. .

■"They hate bia, they hate Vos 

^moment the younger blacfc regiments chiae iiij their .. 

higher Shriller voices, . . .

“they hate hin5 toey hat® Pttnga and fl^geba." 

The tern choirs Bins together, each »t» » »  P*?h 

-A th. s *  time to perfect Harmony, » !« , much tarbaris 

graca, «OTi»S hcaies, legs, shiaMs ant sticw “  ■ 

present a comhination of harmonious souna aaJ. rhythmic . 

action w st  | r * « u l  '»  «  “ 4  ^  ■S w J *‘  

scon after midday, tt* King w i « e  «  «»■ « • “ "

4 g

The same evening,
the warriors retora to their caMps.

, . a .  u n *  captures heart-, w r m t l y ,

» be stolen fron another tribe*

, chosen the previous year,

Bryant

i]
describee it £

then, this hull »»a  also to t

I M  r.g i»«t  " c h  W O K *  «  « a ‘ ■

„  «  ttacteil the hull i

^ e l a o h S — ^  
.  ^  v„ii Ha does not refer to 

of the bull* . .

rfr; - -*-*• - * “the fact tha ^  ^  ^  m S  ,  y„ T  1 1 (M

M i n g  p K < *  “a0 ’ .......... &o sm  for « .«  ocoMi

aisposition, aJ»» 8 heing * 0Sro * „

chosen to Ssal with tfci® hall) -

A  special ree Thay h .a t o a t t .c l

t t ,  « r r io r s  had to _  ^  Jt „  the ground

lt  *itho<«t « • * » <  » •  “ “

J



cord, in the Deck, and so kill it, Many soldiers were . • 

wounded and killed in the stnj^le,

When the 1)1111 wetabadttT killed the aoctor would 

■take certain.portions of it, especially the ga l̂X, f o * ' ' 

medicines to oe used later. Then only small l̂ oye of-the ■­

King's kraal, under the age of puberty, were pgrsiitteS to • 

cut out pieces of the fxesh, roast them (boilmg was tabaoj 

and eat of them. That night the boys had to sieep in  tbe . 

manure of the cattle-kraal, all the remnants of tbft bully.

including the offal and blood, were gat&sred up. .If.-, j.;.- 
. .. . 

anything had been spilt on the grouss., It was .serapedrQgAwi'1

soil. Everything was placed on a large pile of wood . - >.

gathered by an imman’ied regiment, tbe wood was lighted

(from fire Fade by the friction ot two sacred sticks* ...

according to tugĝ - and Kidd^) and all the parts of the. ...

bull we’-e indurated. The inysmga would then carefully.,

collect the ashus and soil on vrfeich they were, ^laee. thsn:.

in a pot and t «  it *  »  *■ » of. the bull.Ao^lL,,

be broken. "Be if  noted Here," coneludes saMMl.

u n tr ie d  »m , « *  boy. under « .  M> «*

utilized for these c e » i e a ,  for tbe earned «m  « *  bsjn,

at Subertv « «  considered topure? !>» distinction i»W .e„

tb. purity of boys over p u b « ^  «,at of u n t i e d  » »  .

^ s t  m i  been T O .  fine. Most « r W  «gr« •  * £ £

is disposed of IB &  O T .  «  ^  ^  “  ‘ f

.  roasted in strips *> i*  * « •  « « “  t0 assembled 

”  .  6 r «u inclined to accept its consu»®tios
warriors "to eftv. . . . . .■ . .

as more Jb&3*  to view ^ t h e i ^ p * r t ^  
by immature boys as. .  ̂ t̂ / | <

*“*■ 2-““  **“
I ;  S i :  V  >|f tils Atb„str»ng«»»»ng^f tt.

6- S S . T w a  in4-a.> ;■



the ukanyatela ami tha circvu&Btantial accounts'of the otker 

writers. . According to Bryant the Sing was treated again, 

and the inkata was also doctored and re-bound by the laiaya 

This treatment of the King may tie what Kidd refers to wfcesa 

he says "that the doctor gives the King the gall of the.ox 

to drink, that he may he strengthened to meet his .e&elfaiBS« 

Sidd also writes that other cattle were killfed for a.geneate- 

feast,2 ’Ehia was the night, from Bryant's inforfflsiiOB}. 

that the King begsfc the owaS  ̂ emsiaiiii.3  Early t̂ ie JMsxt , 

morning J would place the “Chinsa" ceremony* Sryenfe . ; 

describes it picturesque!yt Hardly bad it dawned before ‘ 

whole kraal waa filled with a universal cry. The whole -m? 

of nmWrnnn]mTu girls emerged from thejroyal enclosure wiiJi. 

lusty shouts of , "Woaa-ke, Woza-IajHi'1* , m  which the .troopi 

now joined, so that uproar could be. heard at the distant . 

csffips - a general signal for the ceremony to begin. The.. 

regtarotB *ere drawn up in tbs irfbaya ,

in front" of them ®o that they formed a massed wall. OT*. 

King came out in hie‘green rush costume 4 with his. 

girls of the iaigodlo. Alone be entered the calf^old . ■ 

« er,  w r .  i d W  ■“ *' to’a a l - ^ .  W t t  tM se  h,

proieaaM tot. a *  «**■**• ®‘“  ff° "  a 1“ k*t °f  . 

atangazaaa -or » M l «  g o u W  I>a t o *  a gourii, a M

with all U »  ^  “ P“

^ . x e a  it w * .  * *  *-—• «• ttatr t T s‘
» o o u o o t « .  -  «■ “ •

« «  p r o w * * *  right roma a .  » »  « * « •  s » &

ZZTL — - - ~  Ibr
’-“ t i n

_ Tiles. ?cafirf,j op.jcit., P.2?1* .. . . -..

I :  t « S ipt g
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another gourd -^presenting hia bitterest enemyj 3ie stamped

on it, while the army shouted, »wu, mi, wu,"1 and he hiasel

cried out, with vicious exultation, the name of the enemy* .

E'rom a potsherd already placed there he neinda*d new

medicine, took a mouthful of ueelwa# gourd mush- and apuirtad

it out towards the just then rising sun - or, some say* in 
• — !*p til*, 

the direction of has enemy » and, perhaps? he jr— ~'1

air towaras the sun with the. ceremonial war hatchet . 

{ittBemba ) e The King now ceremonially doffed his green 

dress, and appeared before Se crowd in an anciert tumitsfca* 

His rush dress was donned by an attentant tfho headea the : . . 

King and i2inyai%a back to the calf-fold where the King -Wae 

cleansed with imiti emhlope to free him from., all; the . 

umnyamaf blackness or disagreeablenesp)whtch had gathered-, 

in him from his treatment with iaiti£ emnyama. Final^- . 

the rush costume and the be&ciing used the previous, nighty, 

in the umaizi hut were burnt, and the King’s pert in . 

the ceremony, says Bryant, was over,3 .. According to... 

Shooterj the grass clothes of the King were burnt. Where _ 

the black bull had been roasted, the ashes were ..scattered 

to the isifcaya ntf « W U  SrougW ilft.0 M l  them . tot? « »  

ground.4

Bryant's description is the most cireuostant;

«  have of this ceremonjf, and it agrees in hroad progcdwe, 

„ith those of otter .Titers. < H « « .  . ^ r , . to.....

detail. R. C. Samel places the cereBOW not to the

i s i W  «  TlBim ero“ia’

seen .s  it « *  * * * * * *  m  ^  >
arrival «it„ three .'Bayed*!" sa»els.n does not

„ rtl0Il the dashin* <* to “  8r?ma* “ “  T * ,

„  * rt. Kina chinsa'a at the sun tSree tines, "as an 

OB* tM  Mmelf: «is&t
expression

. -r— „ non (RTc.samuelson, op.,«it.»p, 
w " ing 1  iinTffl- * i oPoCit.i p .^t .



prosperity and success againat the ene/mies of the country,•

The idea of squirting towards- the rising sun was the wish • 

that as the sun rose, set and rose again, so n i n t h s  .•

King andjpie nation continue to live and prosper*" As the 

King ahinsa'd the army ahagted, t*u,. n , TJ*" the doctors - .. 

then lit a fire of wormwood and the King squirted three •.; 

mouthfuls of the-aselwa concoction {prepared separately • •

. from the other medicines) at this fire, the army each- time 

roaring like a lioa, This was for tie purpose of. axo^ds- . 

i ^  all evil spirits., all pestilences, and all- eioteeBgaaffi' ■ 

disease from the- Nation,"^ . l>ugg describes the crushing; - 

of the uselwa gourd whi£i on tbs occasion he describes 

represented Mswaai, eon of the Swazi King Sob^a, .yfi%; -Jft«ifflJv'' 

the -Zulu King was at war. . This was done at tbe. kr&al gate^r'' 

■where the king Bcinda'd and cineha-’d, Sometimes the 

says> "Xayi hlabe eli shob& eli bonvu," (The chief' stabbed--.- 

the red tail.) "This has reference tf>: a bRUr-fight/in ; , ; 

which the *-s represented by the rtptorioB®' bull*” <■; - 

After this the King was probably doctored, says £ugg> 

with imiti einhlope -to enable him to rfisoae normal- Jnfcaw..;. -'i 

course with his people."3 Kidd writes that the: calabash^ ‘ 

daflhed to the ground are filled with samples *  <&** •'

and that the King also aprimlea t,^ peopie w i t h ,o o «  £0^ '

His ceremonial ctfess is burnt at the, ^  .of'**

R„teft6o» — t .. ^ u  ****«*- *■

a .  g m f ,  « « * < * *  *° “w t t - " s * * *  * “ il

\  *  * t a * .e * »  • t o * * '*

3 im-nt with the rush dress, and trodden in*"
herbs and «

these fragments are 1 

6
to tbe isibaya.

' -Ig—

!•; S sS  ■*»
. 27. ‘



I  have criticised Lngg for writing that ■ "the

bull killed "by the warriors was eaten by them, and • 

Shooter explicitly states that its meat was given to the 

boys. But, he goes on to say, -another bull, of a 

different -colour, is killed with aa assegaaij and the mes 

noinfla. its gall in a decoction of medicine, The doctor 

cooks the flesh with pounded medicine, and throws, the- 

pieces to the warriors. Attsn cateheB a piece>• tofcsjtes 

it with his mouth, and tosses it to the nesrt man* . -Jt- 

mast not fall on the ground,1 E» L. -Sasnaelsoa describes 

the i*ery same ceremony,2 go there was probably &  doottfr™ 

ing of them which I think took place after the. 3&ngJa- ; ,.

ukuchinsa, A warrior who has killed enemies is special]

referring to the doctor!^ of the Std® with imiti 

in' the calf-fold,, and at the ssme tiB^is I«gg^ words,

medicated,®

Bryant and Lugg ha^re bees <£ioted as

»60<nmt «t «»> ~  “ ■* <“ i *”

„ *  h,  , « ■ « * .  « *  « •  ^  « »

■before the ’aeft seremWS
the King retired xor a

WULcl ”™s airmail? “ >*
m s i i B g  s w  »f  <** eJ3B 8 3 4

tu Kint: tMgti it »«» flwt
speeifies” ”  " * " * « • *  At ei 

ttia King

At  m t J T  a * ' ”  016  m S

hl»  v  a river w * .  sa,‘

eontai»» «>* Ml“ S ° f 

c„Ueotefl



meanwhile enter the rc.ver 'below the place where'tfcfr4£fcog 

■HOtild "be. The king, followed hy las iainyanga who carri’Sfl . 

the saorea ashes, 'seat, into the river. Id  the middle «ba 

izinyanga removed the King’s gslSiesds and peare&ttoe ashes 

xnto the water just above the Eingt viho washed Mmself with 

the water and ashes as they floated lay* Tfte army washes 

in  the sacred -water ana ashes which had passed ty the K i 4 «  

The uinkosi concluded with a-great, dance aad.feastj ti^e , - 

army peradirig and .dancing before the Sing who'.sfef^sirtlcina^ 

ed.® At the' close of the. dance tbe prune minister mails • 

various public announcements-. The King proclaims .new law 

authorises gome regiments to put on the head-ringy :

to. marry, etc,3  On this occasion the izinduna were 

allowed considerable freed®  of apeeeU and. spoke to ,:i._ 

r-i-ng- without reserve.4  Delefgorgue .writes .''there .we^> 

free interrogations to « b i &  the 5^>g i a  to xejfly.

Sometimes » e y  .denounce-hi. in  the preee^o. o f .11,- S *  

M B  acts, stigaatiM  t t a  as i n f a » w  ax® c » ,9 S « y ,  & & &  

M m  to explain, « *»««■  the reasoning in M s  s w e r s ,  .

dissecting a ®  «■» ’» » * * «  « * “  ial“ too5- t e l  

threatening h i .  proudly, and . * * *  * * *  « «“ *»”  « *

«* *w. >■** - *  •*’“ T t 
^  « « * ,  w . — « -  ■* — ̂  r r
t ^ . ^ t t h e . i n C O *.6
« U ~  fiM i^ rtsa ^  ^  ^  ^  t0

. a ,  crops before tt.ejr «oaia est

a°rt”tlLT  n» is * tte -

”f  ^  * i l ,  ■ *»* ' « »  rthCr ’ ieavee of !**<*> ga into--harm.

M ttle-fol* «  I — '  « *  ’*  I f  ^

, d  f ie ld , to



not taken, there woald be danger of the eo*s calving , . : -J' 

prematurely.1 1 ■ •

To sub up briefly,ths Zulu uako^i starts with. '; 

-the. omncane as a preparation, of tha orakulu; the r-itig jg . 

strengthened for the omkulu and against transgressors, the . 

great ancestral spirits are shortly afterwards rounded ujij 

and ingredients for the aotailu medicines ere obtained, -•> - ■ 

The Eang is again strengthened for -the umkosi^ proper while 

the nation assembles5 he comes ont dressed, in  grasses-, ? . " T ' 

tiesbs and cereals, hs dances before his a n y ,  ei'Osfess.Jds-; . ■ 

enemies, partakes of the new crops.} tbe warriors demonstrate 

their strength and courage*, by killing, barabapdedj a, 

fierce bull;, then comes the ■ukaehinsa and osClwa'cere?ioBJf*

IFhe aray is doctored, and then both it and the.ICijjg ai’e 

purified, There ia  a final fiance, the misdeeds -of the • , , ; 

King are denounced and nm  laws and edicts are ggosaiigst":: 

ed» In  short} lfthe whole Nation asseafbied at the Great . 

Plans in  fo il  festal panoply, tie B a g  w>s •SostoreA", xltlt . 

a r n l A U  M l  the w m M U A  spirits praisedj tie •;

allegiKlee of the people rene-ed, »  l a w  « f  P»eelai»Wt, 

enjejaent.of toe i>e» fruits »as formally initiated W  ; 

the o»lef, tie »era-Do^s syrinx w  tear® agajn i  •'

f l ir t  time a  the JB» «̂-"2 ’ " * * “ » > “ * ' *  T  ■"'■■ i

far  more t w  a t o t  fruits sacrament: «  «J>S as wall so 

.s s e - K lW  and s trew tteu i^  of the nation and a « U l t « T  . "

festival, _ . • -

I M S ' ,  descriptions of the » *O B *  of M t a l

Î T-T««r«i« « ***• “ “  ”st-
„  s~, M n ^ e s .  and in  the former a.

■' 1 cit* * *1.  Bryant, Sict^} oPm^ 1 succeeding .

.3 ad *  little to tfe Zulu « W W .  ** » ‘ h ^



uuu ~&2ten, there would 'be Sanger of the cows calving .. . 

prematurely^ •

To sum up. briefly ,the Zulu amJcoei starts with 

the omnesne as a preparation of the omfculut the King is . 

strengthened for the orakulu and against transgressors, 

great ancestral spirits are shortly afterwards rounded ttgj 

and ingredients for the eokulu medicines are obtained.

She Exng is again, strengthened far the umStoai /proser lstdle 

the nation assembles} he oooes out dressed.in grasses, 

herbs anc.. cereals, he dances before Sis firayi .gnjfihes hiSv 1 

enemies, partakes of the new crops; the warriors demonstra,* 

their strength and courage^ by Stilling* barehanded^.a 

fierce boll} tlien comes the utoichiKsa and usS3.wa. ee.r®flK>ny*. 

The arm? is doctored, and t£eh both it an3 theKing .a?e ■’

j o t f M ,  ftmn is a O u t !  t o * ,  ’EM.

King ere dMMfflna » a  law. and * a i = «  

ea . In  short, “the i&ol* nation as««rfl)lea atphs flrtafci

n « *  t> to n  fe r t H M m a r . ° »  **■«-*“  

m tU M  d » i - .  « •  *“ « w al * *  ■

, 11, ^  « f  t «  *  * »  

i *  a n j ^ t .  *■ « .  « r  « « .  ~  * ( * - » * ■

% * .  « *  * * * * *  

f i r .t  t »  in  ®  « *  * “ * • "  ° *  ’*■*“" * '  “  v °  '
.. „  _ f±rst fruits sacrawenti -it--** as weJI w

-  - — — -iW tB y  

a»Eo rip ti«*  of « »  ;stosi et satsi 

, *  ® l n  c r»«o»5V  In  ^  * * *
fcugg*®

ttlb8S3 a ®  cMrf< ^  « *

Fanze and Baso ^ 6. in  the f  ormer a , 

of orops
sheep 1« Baeri ^  ^  rea^n .

women. Ltlg® sayS P' • --- —— *



the use of this tttsisual sacrificial victiro is that, siacfc •' f 

■the aiitep ia a docile animal, the chief w iH  he considerate 

ana merciful to his people, it ia also art aaiaal that ; l 

shews no sign of fear, lu this tribe too» liflgg msKti*fis • ■>. 

(p,373) that When the chief, Lang^lake ifgcoboj washes in the j 

calf-fold at the close of tW  un&csl, he -is attended by il i 

youths- below the age of putaesty aud his wash is allowed to - : 

sink into -the floor of the calf-enclomfe in order to give “ . j 

strength to the calves. Oh tins easne 6sy the people are . -• 

provided with boiled mealies and beer of the .previeas year.*#. ;j 

crops} t-tfo days later they dance, orisfe beer and.feaettff 

the. crops of the new year. In the meantime a special baH., : 

has "beeti beaten rath stalks- of maize and swest. sorgfeS®} 1

i»part strength to itf thej) the usise and sorgbma is. e&taa-. 

by the youths, fhere is no- sacrifice of this bull*-. "<3& . -; 

the day of the feast as ox 1b stabbed in the .breast by.^hs .. 

chief with an ancestral assegaaij a&d offered .-with a. prayei? . ; 

to the spirits, of forsrar Onefs. The chief is elotbe4,at . J_ 

this stags, ia  a. W  ol m m alf  s*±»s.. ■ Otter

animals are slaughtered f ®  »  f« ast 904 “ *  3 ' ■' 

jortion of tie 1 1 * ™ ,  I m p ,  ««-> «"> « * * »  “ *  M e t *d*

In  a special rt « .  « * » »  « * * >  ■<* **'■ ' * & ' *  * *  ^

as an offering to tbe spirits. ® e »  ^  spirit. « .  

consiaerei to J ® .  < -  « eir  f i l l ,  tb . -eat 1.  « i

^  * “ « *  foUOT’- ^  j
Tbe Baf»o ceremony ftp.S76-*t*.J. **"«"*■  . . - ;

. . . , B +T}- coil of which .is a special

’. jrirfOTs is an oseW S  8“ “ a »

a z u r e s  of * » t  * t  « »

contains ffie P«* ^  &  « W »  »f  ° *  015 .

^ t e i a  »  « * »  wM4 o,er a  „ « *  * * .  

sbS new o r ®  SOTJ»»* j, MaJcioe »M < * 

ralS ............
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t  chief chiEaB5 a . After- this c&yefflony the vhist is  - ' 

m &e t0 * * »  *  « * ,  sad t M s  vomit U  m r *  to ' '  

Xhe calf-fold Emfi thrown there -to tie troSden ttaaa^oot fey - 

the calves to atosngthen tbsa. 2hese emetics are fcniti 

eaiiiiopa 4 and sixes wltk them ia a black diamohfi brought 

front the Kiaberlejr by a  former chief. i t  is  Mgltl?

reverenced fey the tribe. There is  no sacrifice at -tee '  i 

ukunyatela. Daring the early hows of one aoniiig , Sstix ■>. 

corn, kept in  a special earthenware pot, ia  treated wittr- •' 

black medicines. This grain is  kept tor eowiig aver tfcs - 1 

people at the unkosi. toithfer lot of corn, kept in  earn : .v 

baskets, is similarly treated* Ibis com  tn ss is  sot- > 

treated in  this way) is  of foreign origin, and is- introduced 

to  strengt?.en the national crop, for the ufeunyatela.;has.a.. 

twofold object - to strengthen the Chief ana the d 'o gs . .. 

After bis purification tiie chief rejoins his family± tsat ■ - 

Ji* continues tiJX tive vaakosi onfeoltt to be treated and to r;. 

vomit into the calf-fold, Maassfcila, on the day aftfir the

utanyat.1«, ttl KKtt 13» !*>*•»• ls ,WW »r0i,nJ

f c t t E  »J> M  » “ *■ «

treatasetifc* - ' , '

On tie Kffiiag of « »  * loa“  tlM °hV S ~

i ,  r o w * *  M « *  *Mch ” awte

X W M  <* • * * « *  T“ * ‘ ' ^
f »  a » « • « »  i »  * * »  »  ancient p rep»«  «ovW  i »

-  a atic*. *  »  ^  .

0Ben  ana «  on&oal ia « * U -  « "  * “  /

M r f  * * « < .  -  tb. r t t W  « *  *  * *
G V -l songs ®h8 ceremony- proceeds ae among
t-he. special oaKosi songs*

- m ta . .v a  teat sera the c M a f a e a a v w i t .

tta T O » e  ana « *  . - ^  ^  ^  w  .,

i n  tie calf-?0* 12* ^  laJgL . rrd5  sail las  .

— "previously beet. <i .. . ^ t b e r / * . * • • •



---------

byothe*' strikes it on the-back of its hsai with the oaeped.. 

axe, and as it  ixies tbs chief sueke blood from the"wound 8S6 
spurts i t  at the sun, addressing tke 9Siri't& t3a* ■•tfhU&i.Yta 

assegaai may be used on this animal. i t  is  iosediately 

skinned and portions of it are reached over into the catfcf*.* 

fo la  by the 6I\ief< s brother as ao offering to the spirits* ; 

The warriors consume the flesh, and in. tiffls of drought 1&e?, 

ioyanga. boras the boms for rain, Immediately afteir .-the. -. 

bull is killed the ch iefs  brother sots com  ovetf; its cis-ca 

and -the 'people. ' Souse of the seed'is mixed with-the.bltfod.- 

of the animal, afid, “thereafter ,|3- m xed vd-th-the. see& 

is  -teed to plant the chief's main field . . After the. to li, 

is consumed there la a gerairal feast on. otltsr oxen> , 

portions of which are'offered to the spirits in  -the. ^  

There ■ ia gsaeral- feasting ejal dsfictag* . 

Iia.oUS.ont, those c.M»o»iM <*i.i w r r i «  a ipwiia 

sm ll »« «r  t o ®  «  ™  w i  fe'“ ' “* *

t o o h  r .» a i ®  a .  the * * * ’« * * * & * ’ “  ae“ rM B5 * * *

^  a *  to , * * *  * ” *  * ”

^  hound. i m » — “ “ iot“8: "J2
' +>-;* *D6ar radiates the das-tiei Spiel 

B« Ttttti could gather ttae sj>ear rauj. . . ^

disiBte grate. ^ ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^

™tnc the aolu «*»=>■• w  <*■ ^  * " * . ? ?

^ ° inn*  “  * "  t _ s * “ i  sg ,  a<sll oily  sat*, one.«

a e e o ^ e d  in V *  ^  ^  s l B W S

aEttilS T Z^ n,  * * — “ •  “  ~



axe, and as i t  dies the chief sticks 'blood from the woufld and 

spurts i t  at the sub, addressing the spirits the while.-. S's 

assegaai may he used on this animal, it  is immediately- - 

slo-nned and portions of it are readied over into the calf­

fold  by the chief's 'brother as an offering to the spirits. 

The -warriors consume the flesh, and in  time of droushl tfes. , 

inyauga bums the boras for rain. Immediately after t M  - 

bull ie killed the chief's brother sows com  oyer -ita Csfccft? 

and the -people. Some of the seed Is  mixed vft-Ui the blood . 

o f the animal, and, “'thereafter mixed A  "She s^ed i&at. 

is used to plant the chief's main fifcld, After the twlS..- 

is  consumed there is a gewttal feast on othe^oxen,. . . . ., 

portions of f i c ii  are' offered to the spirits is  . : 

indlunkulu. There is general feasting and d a ^ n g ,  , 

Tfcronghout these c e r * * * i »  tbfc chief carries *  Special

gm.71 ape® t a n *  >. »  » * * »  m *  O W  °» ,S »  «»5l*

. U c l M * .  in ttoe cllrf'S  H  ....

W s ,  -  *  * * •  •  ” eWa ^  "

boona. »  « - »  * * > “  "  “
* +>,=r. this spear radiates the martial epirii

as » t f  co uU  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^

of-fithe people, snd were xmu .

r ao mt «** * * - - -*  -  ***

Swaai md tffOl eeT‘  i;kgll oSlr note out or * w

asacntea « .  e * *  ^ “ S^ l2 ^  , 1 ^

^ fro* “*“•* 
ro4 ! * - > .  ‘  f  4 ^  « .  or -

Tfte cereKOi^r i- ^  . fowrarr'/i r v * * — “

_____ — — — ~ — ~ 7 Z t frt 7*‘m)gl' m s$ a° 6° ■

1 . « - »  ’  * 3 2  s « l  l S S g r| g S ' o f  «*e S W *
jnaxxtiow ujhe pp.2oorl°*  . . j  g

g cook, P.A-f' / v o i ^  (2.930L h e d  by Schoeman, 8 * W ^ » m
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Vaioyena, a aescsnfeat tt Dfclua&Lme brotigat tW- - ' -■'■'■ 

ceremony to the Swazi at the request <?f the Svraai.chlsf.•• ■. 

Somhlola, . Vanysna aiaiee an annual pilgrimage to th» sea .­

to obtain sea-water for the medicines. At the small festi­

val the Chief retires to a special hut, intlaatoela* fcafthe'u 

cattle Kraal. He must go in -with the dying moon, so that- ■: 

he can, cone out with the new moon. Generally the- cer&nony: 

i s  the same as among the Zulu. The inqwala eliKhtalu ie.hs? 

at fu ll moon, and it  involves a  gathering of the wheife. - 

nation/ I t  is spread, over six days on-the third.of "whlcS- ' 

the warriors pummel to death a black, bull vfaich ia.&ateiV'by 

small boys after parts of i t  have v>en taken.to- treat- the. 

chief. "This ceremony is said to he ,eyn$>olicaJ. of,:tbe- 

valour .of the young warriors,aM also indicates, the 

autftoxdty of the Chief and the passing of the old Jresr." J

The luma ceremony fojlowa early on the fourth day and.. . .. 

consists ot both, okuncinda and utoichiaaa. It, is. perforce., 

ed first toy the Bight Infcsila CttLood brother of t&e.CfcieiXj- 

then the Paramount chief, then, the fceft Intsila, and-£03,- 

male members of tee royal fmily. (Commoners carry out 

this rite at hem by themaelve* after the

_y cohabit with his is*la. B^iti 

hut aoes not provide the heir, 

ilcutila. on the last day the 

w t  the bones of the bull aid

■Ska ne« ia 0PaTOid

remains •- the



Xiiengme does not describe the Itgoni 

festival as divitad irrto two, but there is a date on Wh4c&'. 

it is proclaims'', atc&aai, and from, that time only songs in'. ; 

the praise of the King coola be sung. ''Every- part' ot til©; 

festival followed a preconceived plan,11 and it vss signalii 

■by the return of Heralds with water of all tbe rivesfs:.s£:-t2 

country. Here also- tbe King retiree to the lalaaffieia foj'.y 

purification. Tfte whole nation, attends. Bnsnfie& warrio, 

have to kill a bull an the hlenfcelo, but here,- it;.e6ea$} . 

the medicated £lesht together with, that of a fchaste, 

aad/girl, were eaten lay the. Xing and youths heiovr th*;;*#.- 

of puberty. She Ngonij like the Zuliij 

cloak: of green grass, and the genitals of the ball.-are; . 

attached to his right fcassi, 'Ehere is tbe vSM>l resieW pt 

troops, and the King dances while his Jflto pick ac sn/bfcing* 

even to e piece of *traw,that might wound tt»iF Sing* *&

are cere»6nially cleansed*. .

Descriptions of the ceremony iaaxwala). ̂ a-. -

performed a-ong a e  *> *» rel<,te4 f

M U ,  add little to a »  «1» ™  ,

^ o f . ^ . a r e B O t . 1 . ^ ^ ^ ® . .  -

tM  Ktos, » « >  «  offer " c r H * -  « *  P-®* «

* « ,  -  ^  »f " r,a
J o£ tte large « " W  end villa® »» ., . ,

place.2 xn #1304, according to Kidd, these was E°

tribal « « * » « * »  «

„  ^  t r x M . J V  feast sf ^

cat of tbs M «  orop ■ ■ MvsreA
ii "irTTTrr" ^twvtatei - ■.

l - smsmhaM s 9 i of »  Swvtii" ( W f  )jp,g9-

2* c i t i n g t h e  W * ? | e:i| , t o .
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$here is nothing .-peculiar about the fire or the manner of . 

cooking first-fruits. among aay of the tribes. 5fea • • 

completion of harvest ia an occasion of social festivity; 

but tiers are no tribal ceremonies, and each mao suits hie 

own convenience as to tiine. There is nothing j 

the custom, and its omission ‘would not be 1 

lag evil or affecting the next season’ s fruitfulness*** 

says, however, that this osed vo be taboo in  the Poodp w  

t i l l  the chief fcsldf the feast of the firSt-frtiit*,- 

ordinary social gathering, which the tribal. 3 

singing tie praises o£ the year and of the chief, 

court magician was thanked for his servic? 

possible a good crops he took no active part ia  the ... . 

celebration,2 • •

These records are very curious,for 5oj|£ 

records a & a l « k s  ceremony, and CQok onfi among the 3ara*anar

w M le  Km pf defines as *to S im  ( i m  «H“«  tls

tlaa Ktott tto f l M t  fTOit »  to 1»  « * « , » *  Be * * »

not say who gives toe orders. . .

. The XosaCGcaleka) ceremony is heia when the.,. 

«arly crops m >  rfp««i«S- »  "  toOTB »6 » t a s B w a , -1» -

l » w  » “  *“ «• t0 “ * amfU

repair to -a. great ?“ «  * *  « “  °‘T’ m,U:r' S°  ° ” *

e .t  of tta r i p ^ W  ^  B9f° "  * * *
Sveryone is expected to attend,,,and.each. .

t portion of the first fruits5 . .

-erne, m l  erais »f  all WsSs-. '.*>■■.

, f«asting <■» **»»*

authorises it, 

individual must bring a ] 

pumjfcioa, beans, sugar-£ 

the chief's place there is 

this all M tspn 1 0 *  « A  B«rly « »  « “  '

tle first ® > it8 . n . «  < *»,»!»  “ !s“ a’1*  * * * “ ■,

me? is  no



spit tJiem pat xo east and west, exclairaiig ll2ila . •

ngoltrazayo" (abstain, when next year comes roand) .dir :

declaration that the custom will be continued the. SbHfrar

ifig'jrear.1 ;. . ■ ■

. Hie tribal rite saong tbe Bffluvaiia, saĵs-'---'.- ' 
•S ' ' /•'

Cook, ’is a thing of tbs past, and each" amzi new act©/ojt:;.

its own, . Cook obtained, however, fe. description &t tfeei'

national. rite Cullbo} from a Sshezi3 ehie£» ,. JttttS this'

description little can be added to oar .fcncm&efSge. bsyor̂ v-; -.

■ what has been recorded in-other, tribes. . Ihe oijie#*

■his inyanga, was tbe principal. performer,. ana. 'i*'^^itiori-.,.

to the array being doctored the man., led by the .chi^£,...ali i

dipped their spears and Uullets into t£«? ssbpa pf i’®%. __

instonmyaffla of a slaughtered, ball,.,. The- w&n. vmr$- throw,,;

the doctored meat as among the Suluy and ^ekiltw aS ; ^

r given to a woman who bad failed to-menstruate,- - I3xe*.e,,. ...,

feasts lasted w o  or »  « *  a ” e4 f” selJ-

After the c e r e w  at the- t o f  y  aa*H ° « a

hois a little « * *  * * » » *  m * " * , ..-;.*te .<*OTS5ti

feature « »  « *  epitttng of tto ne»«rops t» ew vaiijw

by tbe men i» of age» .- - ' .

' *, macU more interesting •«***»*£*?•„ *•;/

aeBoriM d W  coo, « .  peeuli.. to o n o , . ^  

bMcB .  a doctor - P « * « »  rites **"■ »- ’« ’ .,. . 

ancestors started W * .

* . n  thin sole, te»e,> t K “  “ *  ?x t t M  
tne « a l i «  - a i ”  P ’ ___________„ f , , ,

*r *Q  fence, i» H * * 1 s M

cattle-ta»al gate.

ûjivber of sticks 

tvong ia order'

month before the'ri|ssnin#;,f^ ' -' 

teJcen from the cattle* .;., . .;. 

ten. yards in front,-the - , -

Jt has a or..s-3ie« ;•

„ B snaest-ral heritages - are •;. and weapons - anceswsw- . .

a  ter 4 day ** ls ‘ 4te“  a?W  ^

«r »  bis P»l* ^  oatto-Kcasl
replaced W  ‘  M  *  1 ,

.15S-4 . ' ■.



gate . The hes&nan calls otft tiis £&therfs ieibemgc,. anil,

# M b , •’1 am performing the custom of tide place M  fas&

and the ancestors may hlsss us ana he- with us,Ir ' ̂ isea '

there. follows a sggrgkin rite to enahla them to eat tfce -

JSS^Aea, involving the spitting of insi-bi, which iscliids

crops, hut not mealies. In. this umai, too, there -
.  B*effcs4*

after reaping, .a sacrifice of a goat and praying to the*.'

^asfltocs, x think it is first necessary, before ■ . - •• 

interpreting the functions of these ceremonies, to. sHean^t 

. .to separate the different ifieas that are represented ia , ... 

these complex rites*. Willoughby was struck with, the . , 

inspiration that the lufdr-zulu tribes, might hswe . .. . 

amalgamated n agricultural and a pastoral, spring festive^, 

a very curious combination to produce an autumnal ceKatel^ 

Moreover there is very little ceremony relating t<3 cattle... 

in the sense of their value to paBtoraliaai 

as always, in sacrifice, ana the ,

among tlie Zulu Is  part of m  a g m M K O T l  e m m w .  Sat 

it must fee admitted that where, inj^ngalalw^ Itgco&qlS. , 

trite*, »  W l l  1» “ » « >  Bta“  °* S* rt SOr<!“  “ * 

„ais. to ircpart strength to it, the « r e * r  W  »  

pastoral, in « “ *t the anll.1 represents the tribal Her® , 

f «r  clearly, «1* .  ^  ’

»ot a preparation far .  »  *■ »

of power, ! * « «  in  the * «  « * .  »  •  ">""7 
„  the « ! * . • .  « * * *  ‘  - *• “ "■e * *

r e f e r r e d  through *»* <*»“ « •  A ■“ n * r “  '

the _  tribe »  - * * «  « *  —1 * “  * * *

ttsefi in « *  ^  —  “  *“  *■. “ T  ,

„ i d « giv. '*> * *  oal1’6Bi ^

t  of i e  chief i»  » •  *  * W

“  V°t. **> *- •* «  «“ *** “ “* T 'etfi • t.rodgen/trij _



trodden by -the cattle into the floor of the isibaya, 

probably to strengthen the herd. it  is more difficult to . 

place the sowing of medicated seed over the carcase of a . 

slaughtered bull among the Baso. I  am indiaed, in lifeu: of 

an Sfialy&is of the rite by Lug®, to treat this its s» offering 

of the corn to the ancestors, even though the medicated s&edv 

ia simultaneously sown over the people  ̂ it may ha to give-. , 

them the right to eat or to fill them -with power. But I  . = 

should certainly not call this, part of a pastoral jfostivai,. 

and it  seems to me that in the -tamJcosi the rites conne&t&&... _• 

. with cattle have been introduced as extraneous magical ae$s», 

' Pre-eminently, perhaps, tbis_is a first . ...­

fruits sacrament* There ar&^typical rites1 ̂  .which - 

people- have to be protected against the power o£ th& ne-s.. _ 

crops, and this is done through the Chief, who is heavily;. 

medicated before he approaches the food. £3-1 1316 

Cook w  the Bowam mentions the Women) axe also t r e ^ d  at 

home. This part of the ceremony needs,.at pre&wvt, » _  . 

alaboration. Bat I  « a W  say, ia additior, to M  

r f « .  tner, « .  « W  * * * * * *  « "  lreall!r’ ‘ 

part* of a t a r * . *  * * »  ° f  “ *  “"**W*1
* .  *  «  — . *  -  — r *

rith s . *
, -* +V* I'MefsS'Oato ilelfij these clearly, .

Ma8ro’ “  *  soewttloa- » * «  » « * “ *  rites 
« « »  „  ^  tevs .  „  

aW“"
—

° ° " d - *er" 1’ *lime *

. . -39*. • ■ •. ■ :
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celebration. The dominating part oftiife warriors, perhaps. > 

in  organised regiments, jnay Is®, ©s Lagg suggests^ iift erSsr. .

that, tbe ohief "sbc\il6 be’ capable of poaistiing ail wbct may 

■foe working against Mm or the interests- of the cosBtftmtiy, . .. 

To 66  this to mast 'bare brave and fearless soldier#, &s& , 

liaflce vre find a.military side to the ceXebreiiODi14̂  But .- 

generallyj I  fehoula say, an aimnsl -etrengtfceniBg of fbeeray. 

has? among the SoutjwEastem Bantu, b$ecK3e attached to ,... , 

ninitial rt. an&csi 2 (making aserry ’sith the cMef) f eseest&slly - 

a fir ft fruits rites. . Among tjw .inland tribes the ltajna,ia... 

Clam, not regiaKRts. break from, the ol& oi»oS*S*.. V;

order of precedence by priority of filiation to a ,

U M W  is  clear, S *  « » « f  « "«t  get ij» .first, , .-, 

i w l i «  ttmt the S w a ,  t o  * « » * . ,  **■*< * »  > 

of t t .  a a » ,  t o *  t * * * »  « *  “ * * » «  ® *  

centre of the m a m a  ®  - , ,  

*l>ere * W i g i M l  trzt>« toofc »s m to " W *1 
BaiigsaSetse, a *  S = * » i » <  “ > “ “ „

^ £' “  * "  
*• ̂  ' 

B »t  « * .  «  — —  01 ^

* .  other t r « .s  -11 -  ^  

~ H 1  «Utf l>effl”ti»t t»e BaBUBttea * m .  . . ? 
o f . ^ e r o ^  » « * »

lt* 4 ZTal,sV twt «  « . * » > « trel « * » > ,  
«  xm oufflw  ^  ssOT tiat M 0 W  » ,

“ * ,!0'E“ ea tn<lr H » » «  trtbe*, « •  « * ■ * > '* * •

«  a r c s  a»- ** “ ■ _  r»g j«i»ts, 21* M»og these l«*tei?,

in  order of status o ^  military « « .  t®; -.

there »*  « »  “  ^  ^  .t o t M .l v .W e

ttaStt a » iw e  “  ^ oai, * * « * • “  ; ,

e„o o .a e o «  « *  ^  M  w  s «  « * .

generals >

■ .
-i XiUgSi S»S-»i Jopligi00® S7e -

t> . H ir a v e ls  (1905)P ? " 3 5 -7 , .
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ot eating as among the ftrtfco-Cbttwia* ■ '

hier?rcidcel order* Ana indeed rennanta of this ordea* 

a-till exist among -the Zulu-Xasa, ana especially ia the leas 

warlike tpibe, the Tbonga, . let though the Swaai ctifef . . 

had -to get the ceremony introduced toy DUludhl’taaaiie, - 

skilled inyanga., be can celebrate at bis ora pleae&?esj . 

unlike- tfes. bagger- cniefs of the c^Kolepolole Kwenit̂  fees 

to wait on toe £hief of a a«»H sacrosanct o^aa,' -called •- 

KtloedibSj shiefcij'has svaik auto numerical iasignifi-csfioe -

and poverty, ana -wjeica now carries no" vreight in ’the geSJticaJ,
lh . - .- - - 

councils of the tribe,* . . • . - .
one can elmoa-t visnslise the princess ty | 

whicli the military IsiaB was--given to .the gulufomkosl.- .$&?-:. * 

firei^Cruits rites **■ and this ia an aspect of th® uafeJsi I-.. . 

shall later distinguish the occasion for W». ■

ing of the whole trite, ®is- nation probably used, t?„ cftes.. 

up to the great place by clans or imJ zij tfwn. * sia&a 

collects the men in amafctanaa, fcwwro, tfcey wtwswW...- ,,, 

K g »  to i t M  to * « ! » * * » .  - «  * » «  « *

.*1  »ot of prticaur « w » .  » • *  *W T  ^  to 

ja r t ic w M  «  « *  * “ * « " « « « *  «oo^t,»otioa

. .  v l ^  i *  « *  f » t  ttat « *  of * » *  w ,  «  

« «  « .  — « • .  -  — 1 ~ “ O T  fe9“ ^  “  t 

v U l  *  «■ **» . ®  * >  * » *

iefora a « « ^  °«* * “■ «*•* B“ W ’ “  “
ZolB *»s  * M w a H y  a  rdKteJ‘ ***  * - - 

^ 6te0 ^  w  ottra „  „as aKia. a 

tle °M I 1  rt to w.r « !« » *  i - » w  •’  *»“ >

r - - «  *• “9 "<fesyite -!»> «  "»  ^  eerMBont,.,,

wo uH  »  iroaicS «£ »> . , ...^  ^  ^  W 8 t»TOt for

for the osnipaiS0 ! 30 :



' * 39? *

m r  remain cSisttec*. &  Beeaa csHaill ^  ̂  :*. 

part of ttje w a y  in ntikm*  mErtl feve COBJe *b*rt-*n'«6ft tatf ""‘

I  bavs suggested, snc Do« by the merging of two. ew®s»iesj '- , 

though Sbtsotar writes of the-feast of tie first fruits *- 

that "Jsbaka added to it certain ailitary rites, and gave- ‘ 

it  mucb more the aspect o-.? a •fiar-feaat*”̂  One- p*eettfB9£ • 

that the eastern sppeaS to surrounding tribes, especially a  N' 

seoticco^jf iM  Zulu natioa, such as the Ugcrni and s^aatj- - • 

csrriea the principles of Zulu, militstfisa across *h» tepA*. .

The fourth aspect of the tajfeosi to be aB^lyseS.. 

is that it is the great gatiiesing of tbs wnole tribe, V'%t -.-. 

is notewtetby,” writes Dr. fiiobas’aa, “that these rites• take - .? 

placa on a tribal s c a l e * T h i s  is tba wKraaion ft3r the_ . 

promulgation of laws, ttti% the .•jatliering of the -wtyle.- ^ -■ 

people,, both those above and tboae below tUe. ground* - •.. ♦,.. 

Ttfillou^hby to his comprehensive survey of. the- Bants-.. .,... - ., 

anceator-cult Has pointed .out., tb&t they iiave no- particular , 

festival (such as tb* Tffobriaaders Have3) wbea $%e ..spirits ,v 

of tbe daafi foregatbst tittfe t o r  ^scsndaats. Bat *t 

the into .i the chief t*S to TOTOi.oj M «  moestss-B for .tfc*

f M r t i l * ,  it M »  m  « * > » »  « *  “ *  W *  » *  w  I * 9' 0”  40
celeteate K M M J t  «K t e  F < * * .  ® ' ’ie  * »  ^  °a ' " a V  

„ t o w « a  or 4* w * » * >  « »  " *  " *  ®

oaer «*« «..**— - ̂ s”t- v̂ rrt
r~ “  ■

role . * *  to this « * » *

social bierai-cby

„  , ,  as the iworts.ee oi tte «■ ? . " M * * 4* . . .

lB ’ U  ^  i hi rites « *  M14 “  lt * ■
especially as ^  ^  « « r

Finally* i -s*' . -•
the. -lest. * « ®  tee

is a Pa s ^  ^  ffle « e  U  Hhe

elraaay » • »  <i'10 l w W taE »tte o .t t e g  off .<?t ,

rtejpii® into the *  » __ ushering to of «  w .

the O W  year « « >  ^  « *  lX1“ > -  -



ae&wan hope am of better -things." Ite ■ • 

rites .Clearly Biiov- the singling of the old year ana-its ■ - •■ 

ills, the purification and preparation for the new year*Sbe- 

Swaai chief retires to the intlambelo with the Syifig1 aooft, 

lie emerges symbolically a£ it heginfi tc wax anew,. Aiafing sojna 

of the Eetal Ta’ibaa as quoted  ̂ the osople eat ■first of ’the. - .. 

old year's eropsj tien of the new ysar£s. Use ssoisEfct fceWeen - 

the two ceremonies as a marginal period miring wM«tk the • 

ehief, who represents thetnbe, continually undergoes - . • 

treatment* Tie people, as well as the chief, are.Sofetorea . 

agfl at the end of ftes period have to be cleanse# .before they. . 

can return, to normal life, The likaohmsa c?r̂ taaâ }. • •-; . - __ 

according to E, C. Bamoelson, is that chief a£ui the tt-iSa „ : 1 

nay h» prosperous and victorious (another goint to the. 

tribal gathering) , Other cereiEonies were to exorcise, .awl. • 

spirits, pestilences and sickness £rom the tribe, ,. . _ 

X have at this stagey I  think, btrfefZjr. . 

eisentangled ths various threads which have **e» « w * » (* 3 ^ s 

Hi clwrtlo r M »  °f  «*» M * 0*1* *» <**>r to ' "*

clear- tjaj rey for an taaeretsnaiiig of t «  ftmptlom, .. ..

To MuJafstana t > »«  we mat again s«4 «(? , ,

„ « « * » « -  “  ,̂ e<,̂ Ie,* iae '  KomT

.arth  a»5 «e ,4, * * « * « " *  * « “  Sn’*“W4 *  * *

« K « t o r . .  * »  - W *  t M  T " :  ■ ".-.

, □ * « *  i . « — 1 «  ■- t o w a  M  ^  *“  :

W  « ,  » -  °f
. +0 haein. hss • . •

r r
w  *i *  - ■»■ SVdTV iriueoiww —-■ .

’aJ*t te,LTL^ ̂  «“* ^ae *** a *  ^  ^  prtMUally .

an t ic ip ate  &&**&*  . ,



£ » « , ,  ISMe

t r i t » BKlie action s  .  te M  t0 is M e a  fm  s<jolal ^  ^  

this i-ii done in the intfejsu 'I'be po..VPI. converted to ijocial. 

aivanta®  and — M M  in « H * ( i  of social » » ! „ ,  the ■"-■'■’ 

ancestors, the chief, !fe trU)e ^n,i :!-a gMKj,,,, t},e oMff aaa • ' 

the crops.^ ■ • ■• - . ■-■ ■ ■■.■.•• -

That the powers at work in the tribesmen-. were 

jpoteatially. destructive was realised by the Tiwnga* • ^  

are ai’raid,1' I  have quoted Junod as flaying* &va%ng., the •-.-, 

general intoxication. Nfliich will shortly prevail, quarrels. wi3&. 

arise, sobs of which may tennioats fatally." It  seeme-to.- - ; 

me, that, in addition to fearing the results-of tbs frofcaflye 

drinking, they Jnast also He conscious that their emoiiw3$l.; -.*■. 

state threatens to lead to dissensions,.for the warriors -;'.'. 

were perticulsrly exhorted not. to spoil the Itsifls by.killing,..—, 

their brfetto&n. One of the main functions of tbe liakosi ..;  ̂v 

«ms to jlPOTMit this, eMt it M i  So to t t n i  «SJ-S all  of .* « # > * :  

as ui.ll, obviated great wasting of the crops,. ... , : a

The Tlion^i pray to tbe ancestors net. ' m  I'*',, 

the MilKfere 1««I to serious itunrrels, m4 *1b« to p o m tit.,. 

■am tilling each 0*6® .  a  otter .wrd.., < 

are present at ttes cereBony, and especially, » »  great 

ceremony m  particular, tte ancestors of W>e thief, « *

their prea.no. 1.  «  « * * * » *  ^  ”  '“14 ” *

^  act of desecration, a « o l .t i « «  ° f  « « • « * • .  «>

quarrel before t « .  • « — . * « "  “

' 6afore tbe chief * * ■ »  «»  ^  <“  ^  .
„ sarrowmM bf S IS  Keaamen. m 3, - ■

prestige M  « £ * *  ^  ft„tivai, a ,  ^ i ' « U  

iEtayanga, p n a & * ‘

--- —--- -■" — 9 tn the crops, in the



feasts M s people, especially bhs wari'uC’S* then && ■-• ■■ » 

visits his ewjjuru u  each village.. n #  suiu chief ia  ̂

greeted by bis -^srriprs with acelajnations, as- Jig ^adKa&o&Sj : - 

Pxconroaniea by feis principal -sives snfl men tsg state. : : -- ' ̂  

Similarly, Latfgelake, hie,near relatives £na his  wautfKttB -'•* 

attend the cereshwy in a body. Swazi g ^ t e d  and

exhorted the chief with speciei songs of honour,. - . ^ ’ ': 

s'hort,. tie.chief ig always pres&nt in perBoa^-jjgualiy : : •.. • 

dressed to, or .carrying, the sacred re<jaliaj- his anfissfteŝ - * 

ere -thought to ba hovering near; he is ‘earrottn&ed Sy-tfts. 

responsible old fflen of the tribe, uho, among the Thonga^-- 

exhort the werriors not to quarrel. -The forbifidingj if. .". 

fri6n<aiyj eye of. the chief is tfcsre to restrain.- the- - 

tribesmen, and the power of M s and M s  ancestors1 i?res«&®e» 

is no small power. ’Jfben J^ande m s denouneed by a.om.gtg .. 

his warriors aisi they and. his party wished ta- fight, -#*»*.. L ,f 

force of this “kind of popular tribunali kept them in, checks 

That force Bust have heSn the ancestors snd-ths . ... .... 

a n M W i l  * •  tin. ttu JMlwis applira, 

alwst eqml * * « « » ,  to a «  <*tw » * “ *  « *  

tt«n to ttos. of m *  i® tW . *»' P n t i l U v  SSM »S

« *  chief ^  a rt  *

« ,  g le a n s  Mtttort »rtl-.oo«l I”®  <* « “ »«

forces, tt»« « w W ,  « «  ® ler “5 W s  -«4 ,

t*> fsmilj- )»a a  »  ! = « * » »  « « *  “ »

V  « . . .  foroos. « w  « « *  *  ^  W * “ -

. w r t w .  « r  * « *  -  W . * * " *

oonolnass, ^  *tb. * * *  —  ’* « * 1 e“ ” W8 ° f  . ... 

p^roartlv. tte-oogsout «  c o m i t y ,» B *  « # * » » . ,  * 4 *

L  o f « .  « b » ,  - « - — *  ^  « * ■ *6 o m
feg-Zi • • - -

' * 400- '  - ' • : ; . • . '



"be eaten, the fact the younger people must wait on. olcterj . 

commoners on aristocrats, and *,11 on -the ancestors* m&i - 

invest those who coro® first with af new greatness inthe - 

eyes- of taeir infenora, Clearly we have, evidenced here 

an 6X61*0186 of precedence, a practical demonstration at -­

statue; tha religio-aconemie ceremony ie used te? bolster- 

and eajhaaise the position of the ancestors, tbe .sfcdJf; and 

the headmen. incidentally it would be interesting-fee . -• 

know how the Zulu regiments ate; if  it -was in any .. .... -. 

particular drder, if the izinduna (officers) ate .hefojfe, ■■■. 

the privates, etc. ̂  The emphasising -of the sooial 3rie:gsrc 

is, then, a marked feature of^the uiokosi, A. 'Jhpng&j. ... ... 

Zulu or Hatal transgressor of Me  taboo, endangered -ihftse... 

in authority,^ ana nothifflaelf > and the fact.that- such. ,sij 

individual among the Zulu is killed-fey the chief s^em.ip. 

show tHat no ritual section attached to. tin*. ^rescli, ^  

these South-Eastern Bantu tribes the grbteetioa of the 

.' people .gainst «>• m i  J» a swosteT tmft&B, tor,*? 

trite,®.™ eouM w m a U  “ “ ■* 1,1 US<’̂

w ith o u t  mtterim  r a y  * « » .  “ * B * *  ,0 “  8e“  “  

t o .  « *  A  sE. c « l  Object of « .  - o s i

« ,  .  w e  »  » » * *  ^  • « -  f

J iv e  ^  W  “ ” « rt ^  *°-

tt8t the ^  —  o, « .  « * r  -  « * « .  » J * * »

* -?« frt st&bi the. l505*9l ■ ■
the rules of <*»* OT* 1'' 19

'  »  the « « «  *»  «l “  « *  10

»  trfte ana »1®>. » .  *“  ' " ’T  ! * ! »r r t . t x o n  o f  ^  ^  ovej,lo o k s .

each oth-r, ^  m s t  ^  ^  ^  roJ^

I M S  all cl® 8 1 . . . ■:

__________ •— .. -4 could -eat before

r ^ T ^ i e c t s ,  W t  s . f p . ^ 1  

X- 1qm  S » f i g ^ . ;f  S U ilw ",-8.805' - .
s, KTOj>i> Of*!C1 ? ; ■ . „ . .. . ■■ .

. . ' - 401 - .



clftiM, though. thej- always.'have their o®s c*vMttml4a»:-.'Sh#;- 

among the- Thongs, the four consecutive cer-etfoaias emphasise: 

firstly  tlie importance at i&e ancestors and. t&e- oTiiefSj . 

secondly that of the arngr, thirdly of the district 4Hib- ■-i '' 

chiefs, and fourthly o f-the feasily haafiej and ia  diUing tfcie 

they demonstrate tbs relation of tribe,- away, fiia&ricie-- 

and uuizi t<? each other. Tkie conc^ntl'ation of ... ■ •«-.. 

potentially destructive powa» in objects n<£ ■ sa&ial^aSyet. -... 

i n  hier&reMe orflsr, is  clearly relig: in  it#

. i'us second way in which tite umkosi: 

dissension is by the tremendous expenditure of si 

i t  requires. Much of the &ilu  men's energy ..alia, 

must Have bean released in  their preparations for; the_ 

feetival, in  the stealing and IcilliBg of tie yaZkj.s'ft# 

ceremonial 'Hunt* the songs. andSanws* :;.23s 

applies, i» varying dagi-ees, So all «ie otta* tribes,.

Tley were Itept so IO T  » '  «*■ W W W .

•Mm  f «  quarMllilS, a»i * 8 0  ** W *  B W - *•** 

weary and rss/iy to rest.

M l  -airaiy, M l  serss?s»0«t.jTOWrtWtW;-^. .

a  the trilM th. w  « " « *  *  m? * '

„  ever, ^  W  *“

V  « .  — «  -  “ *  “  * ?  ” ■* “  *

* «*—■• —■ te; l "  ̂  

Molal ^  ^  JnWleB tt. e.  successive '

li.er.tio . ^  ^  ^  ^  ^  ^ m K .

ote6:"u .- » . ■ - « “ “  T "
z ^ . * — -■— — 1 •

v iq-t, -therasaivea* . -
»*“ *  50teot.allJ aestruotive * * «  to

i .la l ly M a d l & « M a .« *M ““a»:6rltea 

addition 't° teing s . wkr6 aiB0 concentrated in  . .

in. the aiweetersj cnle ’ various/...........■*•
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various social groups, the tribe,, elan or ajflzi, an& -fafetly, - 

" I t  is  obvious also,’1 aceorfiing to Kies aicb&rfis,- »Q iat& "  - "< 

these great gatherings,1 especially in  ^higiily organises■ ■'-■■' 

society such as that of the Zulu, were occasions OS- > ; 

tremendous tribal excitement, feasting ana dancing, and ’ 

that in  this way agricultural activities become associated - 

with the sense, .of soeial coSesioa, and.the fellowship of- •

• the biggest group to which, the native belongs,1,2 " .ZcLtX^p- 

words, we.have here-the circular-religions process* F irstly  

the power is transferred from. the individual and the crops -• 

to the sentiments about trib« .aiui.-fsasily, aad Efeccwfily 

o f i t ,  as well as power evoiced by tbs gathering itself, -As 

■ retransferred to -concentrate iti hoscultoral activities?^ 

which are clearly o'*, social vsluft. - Shis fiJ'fft ■palue. of.?3^9 

ceremony is recognised by some natives themselves* for-a, . _ 

L0bedu told Tfcs. Krige of their rites.,. BEhe T«toila giyfes 

you a blessing^ the blessing .-î ®es- from-tbe gathering  ̂

i-teelt.” Jtaaw tte loMelu t»e gathering ts^M tges, <4*  

important g » W  m  *>»t “ ' * •  « “■ W a '  ^  ,

a r t  i ,  11« «««<■» <* * « “ * »  "  lte M e  34 

.so le  religious setting - V »  *“at tt*y  811 £ J f

to the . »  « » .< U n .  * * *  “  * « « « « * “

holding * * « » " •  *»  »  «  ™  ^
■,* in  the first place-to tl® •

Eastewi Bantu ti>i» mulii apply . . .  .

a « M le , « 4  tote** ^  ‘ “ *  '■ •■■
. Samuelson'e «f>serijtim> to

BW o naV . ii; would MS>ly to tj»  ■■

-tribe

see especially from H.

and bless the tribe.
* . — y. i*hp mtikosi * ttxat* is 2 .

aMrt‘ 0M l L a i V ^  -  » —  *
emphasises tw-bsu. . . .

communal sense

another
isrde6/._.
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