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iand oan o inctensad, for virtvally svery ploughohle patel
i ploughad. On the other hund, the anpunt of land avallable
is dindndshing, both iz avea and in depih. e aries which
is advancing wepidly om Mekhokhong is only now beglaning %o

e comprehonded Yy the commmdy.

:. . ;! J‘ﬁ""“..:n
In sawar the slapon vhich are teo steep %0 plough aze

used for meazing,.  ™he gmegy plegen snd »idges betueen the
flelds may 2lee be used for thiz purpoes until the nev crope
are up. A nunbar of people take thair atoa: wp on to the
platuan to the south asd grase tham there. 1 few steck
ownore sond tholr animals oy to dletont eattle rosts in

the mountalne,

o gresing in the valloy is searly always scarce sad
the graso, cepecially near the villags ; is usually grased to
an inch or #o above the ecarth. Grass 1o slightly moxe abe
undait or the southern slopes of the walley whioh e fue
thect fron the villages and honoe loss popular with the hexd

boys. Lushee on the slopes provide soue browueing, especially

for goate.

G,

e gresing s gecerclly oweel, l.e. it ia palatable An
wintor, but seme loree axess are populated with e thatehing
gxeas vhich is very unpealatable. There e sevoral places,
in the most overgmusod slopes near the villages, vhoro the
eoil iv oxgpletaly bare over several &ores and naturally in

these spots erosian iz very rapid.
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e valley i provided uith two perwrmicl streams,
nmmed Motlons and Molhaldang Tdvers (ses wnp e
The Yuttew, which meake the bowndary fr such strenyer than
" the fowmer, »lthiugh wnfortunatoly T have mot mensured ite
flow. Its uwses eve, hovowver, limited from the peint of
viev of the people of Molkholheny, to watering stock wnd
washine elothan,  Athoush at the end of wwry dry periods
the flow in this river 1 reduosd % on estinatod | cusech
1t dn Juet sufrictent for the use of the ceebined popul-
atione of the Mokhokhono Yalley. ™w Thohlony Kiver iz
saller, dellvering o fdrdy eonstt | onees, cxeept after
hoavy moins vhen 1% 1o swollen Yy rumeoff ot and affter
prolonmd dpy periede vhan 1ta flov in reduced Lo about &
cusee. Tmt this wiver provided, watil the {netallation of
the nev ““1lage wuter eupply in Jetoder 1568, the mein
source of all demectic wuter for “aaakalenen~ ond ha Mapetja.
oot stook are witered thepe, ard the majarity of the con-
pundty oti)) brins their clothon to wash there. low a welr
has boen put sowoess It to divert the flew of the water inte
pipoe which Jead 14 on to wvhat wne intendad te b & commmnal

arrden ,

4 rambor of poople have dug small oarth dese next to
thelr houses to osteh the vun-cf? after rein. Theeo con-
tain 2p %o 1,000 gallons and peovide domsotic vater for the
omer., After a fov daye the contents of theve dams ave

2 1 cusool cubis foot of water per socend.
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protly wudoloscm:, but 21211 %oy oo ussd.

“sitolheng s wmmsally ferttmate in relation to many
other conemnitica in tha: 1t possesoen coweral excollent and
relatively cleen pourect of water that do pol fuil &uring
drought. (me veason for this relinbility is thet the plate
ear cuowe Mokhsichong 18 aperwaly povndoted and the veyetation
cover in ott1] fuirly intaed, =m0 that dhe cbeceptdve onpa~
efity of the moil & #8111 sood.  The aren acle Lile & sporvm,
aheorhing waier and oy dleserwding 1t comin, Ny oone
trast, mome cormmmitlon hove to queve all Aoy end night dupe
ing Cronsht o got suffMefant wator feon o mridy hole, often

sevaral sdles frewa 4hadr honar,

4.  Vepetation.
™wo of the roat vital funotions of vemetatiorn huw ale

rerdy been montioned - srasing and soil cover. Ihatohing
gmae, howewar, 1o another importint cosmedity Wvhieh growe
in sufficient quantitios o meet wost of the retlrenente
of the coummmity. ‘hede aro ver. fev iveo-~rooled houses
end altough o thateh vwaally enly needs replicenont or
ropolr wlter ten yours or @. sulficient nev houwses xe
boing Luilt to seke thatoh grese o valusble asset. If
bought Zxou o nelghboucing ehiel's area it ey voet Lie
por busdle.

levothe i gonerelly trvaleee. hie fo not, as mome
obserwvess bove opeculsated, becsuse all the trees and Yuohos
have beon chooped down for fuel, but i & condition that hus
axistod at leas: sinme the first half of the last centuxy.
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Casalis vemaried, in 1061, on the lack of txwes, which
struck Lls on M2 arvival ic Losotho some twenty eight years
previously. okhokhong, however, is wwmeually well endowed
with toess. leny of tho Swmgue ave lined, and in places,
"illed with tawes, vanging Nrox saplings to epecluons fif-
toen incheo In ddameter. he southern alopes of the walley
cxo otill covered with quite deonee natural bugh. G esst-
ern slopes of the walley are still thinly covered with
bushes but these sxe fast dicsappearing s they axe ohopped
down for fuel. In spide of this relatiwe abundonce of wood,
dung and nadse stalks axe ntill weed by the people as fual,
though probably not teo the ssme extout as in totally treeless
coxmni tles,

e firet part of the cwemer is o loan peried for moot
wesothe., 'est of the last harvoot hos been ccnsused or
sold. CGreen medse pumpkine, beanr and other crops have
not developed sufficiently t5 be eliible. Cattle axv oftan
still thin ol exhaus’e. “rom the lougk vx o that mdlk Lo
ccarce. At this dee, therefure, the oellection of amull
sreen wegetables is of specis) importesce. (hose papoho
are found in the floiac amomg the crops and t0 ¢ losser ox-
tout in e wold, It talkos a groet decl of tine to colleoct
enough for a meal Yecanse the pluste are very memall and buil
down 10 almost nothing. [jpohg contimwe to supplement the
household dfet woll into winter for they are handy plants
and do not mulfer from the cold ns the crops do.

ve  addidng storilde.
ot housos wre bullt of cut gtone., The matexrdal i
taken from the sandetone oliffs and aloo it is aplit off
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from lurge sandstone bouldezswhich have toppled Jown fron

(-:50 uuf‘. - e

A modorn tandensy, however, is to bulld wvith rectingue~
lar sode cut fyom the oarth adjacent to the house uwite,

The walls exe then usually reinforced with weolen stokes,

Roof poales axe cut from local thickets or occasionally
fron the sguwve aloes wideh grow abundently in the walley;
wad thateh, as wentioned above, 1e alse awveilable leoeslly.
foeds are also used and are Loportad fronm & vallay to the

west.

Patldinge net wede of atono meed %0 be smwared t0 pro-
toot thes fyom decsy and thio fo done with a mixture of wot

Guns end =ud,

ddth the exception of a door and wvindows, therefore, &
simple round lmt may be construnted entirely with local nate

erdala.

lgt@&r naal o

For a sentury o more the people of Hokhokhong hawve

been caught up in u series of eddies and currente geserated
by the allliences and apreeants, the conflicts and antagon-
dume, of the leading figuros and groups of the time. hese
events have loft theldr woark on the commnity and muy of the
sbse=vations that can be made today can only be partially

understood without novledye of what led wp to thex. My

purpose in presenting this seotion of historical information

i thovefore primaxlly %o provide the foundation for the ane
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slysds of contesporury facts which follows.

7The cliffs surrounding the lokhoihons; Vailey contain o
loyer of ‘cave sandatone' which iu casily weathexed to foru
the deep overhungs fovoured Ly the Duahmer when thay inhab-
ited Jlovoton., And at some time in the paat, prcbably not
less than opy hndned and fifty years ago, ushmen Aid in
fact dwell in the caves of lokhokheong, and have lest sone
suall paictings w evidence of their jresence. later they
were replacsd by growps cosprising membes - of the medern
Busotho nation. Thews grows vere exbxemely unsottled and
roved the country in scaxrch of ¢ .. g, good agriculturcl
lund (Af they had tiue to plough iv and veap the horvest),
poace, and scuotimes booty. Ia the early purt of the last
centuxy the waves of wn ot consed by (wke's operations had
the effect of making the wountgine of Lesothw (he scene of
& groot gume of hide-sad-ooel wiong the {rugmeried jToups
fleeing from asd pursuing one snother. Jome of theer
groups, in their desperation, becwse cannibals, and & large
cave in the walley, vhere the remants of sud strustures
otdll oling to the walls, is known es *Jalimens’, 'the place
of the cannibals'.

It 1 not clearly recalled who the indabitante of the
vallay were at the tiao when loshooshoe, the foudes of he
Dagotho nation, decided to settle 1t and bWring 1t under his
adoinistrative axm. It o unlikely that thw cmmnibols ree
mednod, although it Lo possible they had sonsed to eat
people, for by 1031 oshooshoo hud lweught a large mensure
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of yeace to this part of the country.

Thias much I gathere” from the older ani mare know-
ledgable inhabitants of the wvalley. They were not sure
what happened to the people living in the pluce before the
srrival of the first hoaduan, 'abathouna, scme time befoxe
tho death of Veshosthos in 1070, ox if theve were wy pecple
there at all. The commmity and » uy of its meubere trace
their descent and the ovigin of present day social groups,
and mory of thelr conflicts and allisnces, boock to the time
of "lmbathoana. A few claim to roseuber one or twe of
raduthosnats forebears, one of whom is sald %o have boen a
fuln, dut for the great msjorily of the community, modexn
hatery begins with the arrivel of 'alathoana in lokhokhong.
From this point & high degree of coherence entern into the
aooounts of various inforucatu, Often thess cccounts axe
strongly biased hecouse many of the stresves existing in the
ccmmnity today relate to events which took place uuny yoars
ago, and the rights of the living antogoniste ave establiched
through the statuses of ancestors. ‘hus parto of gensologies
nay be omitted Yy membore of one faction hecuuse the cuission
ey give ¢ Junior brother an spperent sonifority over other
brothera. The cxder in which gohald wae pald for various
vives may be adjusted in the ascount in oxder to glwe ome
house primogy over mnother, and no on.

the hdstexy of Modr=chong ha Philipd os 1 shall selate
1% 1o, as nearly as I can make it, histor; ae seen Jy thw
assbere of the comsunity, both with respect to 1ts tine
depth and 180 relowance. Soue of 1€ was told ¢ oe by old
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men and women whose fenilies, or whose mmsband's famillews,
had beon in Mokhokhoms for meny gemeraticns., Soms of it
was told by ‘Yabathoanas who no longer 2ived in lMokhokhong
bt vhose ties with the place end intewests in 1t axe still
atrony. 1 slso got valuable inforastion from a youns mm~
ber of one of the senior '“ubathoana brenches who works in
Masaru 68 & eivil sexrvent., o hod dome meveral montha'

work an his uwn on the '‘abathoune genealogy before he cone
to me to compare motes, and wo sorted out several inconsio-
tencies in cach other's work. I(hic man uvss perticulerly
insdotent thei ne eingle scoount of & genealogy could be

trusted, nor ever seversl escowte from peopls beloncing %o
the same house of ‘abathowns,

These verbal accounts of the histoxy of lexhokhong hawe
often taken the form, during interviews, of gensalogies sue
notated with explanatory comuents and bisgraphical detail.
1 have used thea in conjuction with five legal desesents of
which Jobore had coplos in bl house and vhich he kindly ale
lowed me (o sec. These vore recordnol sases howand before
(1) 1t Contwal ippesl Court at Mataleug (the Xing's village)

on 6.8.5%

(2) the smew cowrt on 5.10.55;
(3) the Court of the Judiclal Commissioner on 27.7.543
(4) e Gtanding Comaities of tho Colloge of (hlefw on

2.11.617 and

(5) The MSgh Court of Besutoland on £.12,65.

YYabathows wrlved froc Thaba Beelu with a emall band
of followers, and settled in the place nov mown slteinative-
1y «e ha *Fabethoans, ha Hamane wnd he Matete.  lUemceforth
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I wnedl woe G neme bs iatete sinon 1 svoids confusion
with the ylace of Philipl 'Febethcons snd his deecendonts
with whou we are mainly conoemed in tois walysde. The
date of this werival, oo L bove waid, can euly de located
some thwe balome 1OTU. Mabethocns hwmi Gzee vives ad the
order of thelr bouees 1o vtill o matier of hot dispute and &
pource of friction: he firet wife wes ‘aletlols and hes
pricecy 1o not in quenidon; but hex only sun, letlala, left
Mokhakhong to follow Lsithenyane, the soa of 'oghoeshoe, to
Fatstiele and thenoe to ‘uthing. later *‘nbuthosns took
Maeta 60 1live with hin', but he did not &t that tise pay
hohall forr her,  Tastly be ook Jegdalenn. e was &
menbor of the YMakhookbos tribe who at thet tlue hed not ac-
cepted sudjeotlon te ioshoeshoe. ‘lebathsune was Zent by
Yoshoouhoe to consuer tuds people, which be did, und cattle
and womon vere takec fyoo them, Jaglalens was one of thess
captured in war., Fosboeshoo gave hex to 'Llvithoanma as &
wifo, and %0 hor przents 'rabathosns and Nowweshoe jointly
paild bohall cattle. Apext frow ite leyi tledaing functions
Lz payment vas intendsd to mollify the conuwered Makhoakhoa
cnd S0 Join thanr in bYonds of affisily to Moshweshoo thawugh
his loyal wupporter “Vabathoans. It 49 sald that "Madathoana,
in ardor to pay his share of Magdalona's Yoheli took cattle

- ——

Covs wie &any /&” &é
Rl The reador should howro foid-ewt L mloeg'u.p

frequent reforence to 46 il help in mdewatinding the

text, (Seep45)
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fron the Sotee of 'xoke lmele wes eoffvwted Yy this wee
cusvestioaul sl ofliensdve wie of Uw oty attached to
hex houss, for S popose of eateblisiing snother house.
Therefere che left hex humaband, tuidng ber youag sen Potje
with her.  Sb¢ bare lolvbele chouily «fter b sxzival wt
her futber's house. I 45 sudd that abe sade Srlends with
oue Makowwe L her fathor's village und lived with his for
By yoars. e wee larguly vespounsiile for the salsing of
the two bogre,  When both Fedje ond Motebele had been x
cuncdewd *abatbhowna sont Johell cattle W lwwia's father,
who acsepted thewm, aod alw ond her sone xetwmed te ‘Hakathesna.
A4 this pelat poperte eonflict e T havwe ot bomn QMo to
aredve at on suthoritative voraion. The mest plausidle
version fo that Potle killed o wild sninad in 2 Jant and
Gelivered the cercuar to his mother's fathor., The carxect
prooede is %o give thw carcase to onc's senlor male kinoe
man, W will than pees 4t e to hile heodmen wnd thence o
S edef. Thws the carosss #howl’ have bee: given te
“adathouna, o the fust that 1t wae glven to Yaxeta's
fathar inlicated thet "otle sckmeviodged the anthority of

- P ———

= It wes the costor fer & wan to allot goods and cattle
%0 the houces of ¢ach of his wivee for thedy support and for
the pagment of hoheli for the sons of esoh howre, The
goods and eatile wvere ther reguvded ae Lalonging te that
houne ond wore oo longer st the froe Alsposition of the Mg
band, vho should obtain the pexmlsaion of the house o use
1tas property.
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his satermal srandfather bafare thet of kis own father,
Potints Gaelvtan thme heoune a dafismie of paterasl and pole
itioe]l mutharity, sizoe "Mabathonme was Both his father and
hiz beadman, Se “Mabathoans oursed Potla 53 st Dis dow
hind Motabele in senfovity so thot, er wy information goas,
he would tnhorit soibing'. inothar aceount hag §% thot
Yabathoaae erremed Motabele o nin one day and asked hin
who his el father vaa, otehela veplied, with appevent
sonisleyioal inait, thet he had two fothers - thot
“mhathonnn s his gendfar, but that Mueswn wne bia pater.
“hen abatinans cursed bin and ot hiv anifo feon the line
of coovend m to the hocdoosohdn, It seoms to me that
thene accounts are simply saying seewtiing wboat areta‘’s
hoaan, vidoh 45 thot the Dobedd £ bor waz pald after that
for the othior viven sxd hemoe hor zane, alwhounli olfer Wwm
thoir stap-imothers, belonod to the mog” Swiler houve, and
eould mot muoored., There o etill hostlillily botwoes the
hmsen of Maxet: end of Mogfolems. Thilip! acd Joborw wore
doncentontn of Moofalenn. At the reoent Swmersl of Jeowue
the dencemdente of Motohele of the hovse of Mareta, altheugh
presont, wofused to put sofl fn the e,

It is ouatowmary for »1l the male kinmwen of the deccosed
to aseenmble at the gpeve oldy aftor the cecvios and the
spoasches. They range from the most snelent zen to emall
boye v oen Juet wleld & epode. The cenlor mun of the
sonion 1line should then depoait the firet gpadedul of sarth
in tw geave,  do Lo followd, Ln order of sendority, YW the
other membare of his line, down to the saullest, (he cone
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ior soubex of tho auxt line begine, snd ov on.  Now pocoXde
ing ‘o Ww wdlualion la the “Vabathouns limesge, as 1t 1o ot
the nowart, the line of "olebele should cone last, with the
axseption of the descendants of Foldja, who in any case no

longer exdub in thic ares a8 & geuap. Jut sece deccendania
of Motebale olil) malulaln St afiw e depurbars of the
line of latlula, succesolon to the hewdwwushd) should hawe
passed to the howse of Maxels, Tsswes of this kind tend to
grring forth to publis prouinence sl Heerale, for thera ie
naxwally no other cocasion whan 50 wuy kinaws: are assenbled
ot ono place. Jexe to0, the qestion of saciovity and suoe
cession must axtee, mod this s euwpocially signdficant at

the funexl of ¢ healman or o chief., sdor fa there any

other sosaslon when sealoxity Lo publicly and rituslly en-
actod, 89 at the cwremuwy of the putting in of the earth,

et s Denwaal of Toumu, son of lotebele, suse tn e fif-
teon yuaxv ago. Tepe Gwore wal an scliwd altercailan &b
thw @awwelds Wwiwen Um descontante o lotetaln and toee
of Nemene. soano's people woti. eexing of thds ddvision
in e faadly, wnd Seing perconclly dwisintomsatod An e
outopre, &« senisr desvandant of latlala offared {0 arbliteate
on Whe csse. Gn the death of Lidethsans lotlale hnd doen
asied to Totuwm to Tihess to tokhoihens fres athdag to
cucceed dds father, s (he aldest son of (iglresily basaskod
O ednce e L ot erved P el Mot 130402 sons
wrd desomlants hove shoun no desize to return %o Neklwothong,
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but they are nevertheless regurded as the senlor line.
Their positica ae arbitrators of family dimputes is therve-
fore strong, sinee they coubine seniority with detaclwment.

liove stvention must now Le giver to the house of
Magdalenn beceuse it ie from her that moet of the principle
figuree in this diecussicn wre descenied. ‘lalathoans Aded
and wns sucoeoded by Namane, the eldent of Magdnlena's three
song, ‘he date of this event is not remoubered, but in 1806
Pamane took his youngest brother, Fhilipi, snd *placed's him
over the eastern portion, about half, of his svon. Ly
placing hinm thus, Hesene geve his brother certain hoadnan~
ghip rights in this avea, MYut it is not eutirely cloax
vhethor these were full headsanahis wrighte o not, The
evidence of the legal docwsmnte mentioned previously in-
dicates that Philipl had full sights, including thooo of Tand
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vale to axmed cowbit, that was the polnt at lasuve in e
oourt hearings whose meocsde have cwdriluted to this ao-
omnt. FPhomano, the bWother betweon Hanane and Mhilipd,
Soom not enter the fisld of interest. e 4id wot becows 3
hoadnan, nor doov his name coour in discussions of the

Mokhokhung past exeept ‘n tho geneuloglos.

The matter of Philipi's vights is still debated. My
oun informents and the withesses in the recorded cuves agrve
that Iw firet want to live on the platean to tie south of
the valley. Jone time thereafter he descended to the lower
slopes of the valley and establishod hiuself in Magakalanwag.
Jokere and his followers maiutained that thlo wa perfectly
in order since he had a full right to do o as hadaan of
that avea. W vuffered from the harsh climate, esspecially
the cold in winter on the high gyound and therefore cow
Aoun to the more sheltered valley. Jobexe's opporvents,
moet of vhom 1ive at ha Matote, maintaln that the wlley be-
longed entively to lamane, vho had ceded no rights, or at
moot, temporry caretaking wighte, there to hi: Wwoiher, aud
that Nasww aliowed Muilipi to reaids, without hoadmanship
rights, in the wvalley bocause of his haslth. locording teo
thds viev Milipd, onve eslablished at lagekaleneong, . gan
to exrolos headaunahip vights Llegally, by allocating lande
and ewtabilshing loboolde:s It 18 oedd (and recorded) that

k3 Aveas of resirved graming, upon whick, enve they have
boon declared, 1t Ln an offence to grase stook unti) the

lsboaida i iifted.
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Milipl came to the wulley uwnder & concession inown &s
peballe.  Asconding to wmean (1260:170),

In adaindetratimn praslle 1+ an arrangement by whish
o videl or heoduan vill cede hemefite cuch an lands,
rocdn, oto., in his arws to the people of an edjoining
arec. In tide wrresgement the ceding chilef loses no
texvitory: mnor doos he gatn subjeods.

esese the longer term 1t ereates geeat difficultios,
end often ends in public violence.*

If the arrangement beéwaen Namane snd Milipd was in feot
seballe, twa 1t wae & grant of veaidential right. and sowe
arsbls land for Pailipd and his fov follower:. The finding
in the Judicial Commissicnor's couwrt woe thal hilipd was
rightfally osewpyla, o sduinistering the ares allocated hin
W his Wwother, ond that this arzungenent was not ome of
2aballo, Mt of cedin- full hsaduansoly rignts over the easte
ern portion of the wrilay, This situation wuo loossuebly
couplicated Yy the fact that although the court conflrmnl
ailipdts righte of heedsenstidp in the valley it did not de-
fime the boundary bdetwwen his and Nssane's sections of the

valley.

he adlerents of Sasene and of Vhilipl have from .ime
feoweoriel both plovghed on oliher aile of the Mokhokhong
Adver. This 1ok of o dlatinct boundaxy betwosn the exeas
of shiels ond headuwen 1 falrly comson in Losotho and has
froatly contributed to discord batween noighbours. Jome
3«@mdluhmmtw*mﬂmmonn
ploughed by the peoply of ha Fatete, wnd about eight pecnle
of rokhokhong ha hilipl have lend on Matete's slde. Tde
esvangenent 1 known aa interplowghing. Duncan (1960:72)
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A " nterploughing is & vord colned in Jusutolend to dos-
o Dbt ¢ cribe the atats of affalrs descwided in Sotho an
T e melkopw © paselane (the puspiing hove intertuined ).
“hen no boundory hos been nede between two chiefs theve
is often an avea In vhich both chiefs allot lands, and
in which the subjecis of both chiofe zre niwed up.
This 4s not & form of pubaldDecesss  With paballe
theow in & boundazy, but & leosn of »ights has boen ncde
acrost id; dut with interploughing there is no doundexy.
5 Semetines interple-hing leads to troudble and the rem-
5 ; ody i3 to dofine o bouslexy, ‘hen the Soundary has
L boan defined all the lanls on ote side are under one
chief; and all on the other side to the othex., The
s il poupie ave then giver the opportunity of chooaing. A
el Lizd cocupier who fluds the boundwry ™as boen drawn botween
‘ hinself and his lands may either a) give up his lands
and veoain under his chdef in lhis dwelling site, or
b)@nwuouumm-m.uuzxmmm‘.
becomdng a pereon of the ohlef undar vhom lie the lands.

AL pgbadles have mow been %:i)led' by parsacunt chief's
mle dated lat w w'oao'

lanean's parace ‘somatlies interplou hing leads to trouhle'
is eppooite in Hokholkhong. Manerous conflicte and akire
nishos have taken place over this lesve. Om one farvus
occsalon some time after the end of the first world war the
mhofﬂwmmmmhh“plmww
on the east bmik of the /okhakhens River. These they were

net Yy & contingent of milipi's men and the two uides lockel
in cvmbat. Sticke, stomes, syears and assortsd blun. .o-
atroments were ezployed and thexe were ~wny casuslt’os. AL
tbopuuotthoﬂahtiu.rammiudm!umwhw“ha
;. compensating for hia lack of asounition by shouting,

S e
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*Iscel Teoe'. From this cccasicn the land on which the
event took place wue glven the nane of Jgllthunyg - the
sother of gung. Thal placy is ntill plowghed by Namane's
(non llatete's people.

There is still couflict belwesn Samune's and Philipi's
dosy adants sd subjeote. e hesduen of Hokhokhong ha
Palipd have always, up to tho present, olaimed thes the
land on their side of the streen chould not Ls nloughad by
suople froe Moldwkhwag he lesune. Until 1958 the people of
Matunsneng, the largest of four wvillages in “gkhokhong ha
Pilint, gave allegianoe to Chiel ratete, claiming that
there was no recl boundary in the okhokhong Valley and
that it all foll vnder latete's jurisdiction, & matter I
shall returs %0 Bolow. 4t this podat it is necessary to
understand hov Matote came to Jokhoiheng sinoe he is not re-
loted %o Namane, tut is the som of the werd chief of & large
ares which inclwdes ok okhong.

In 1917 Neswee vequocted his surld chief Maaas to ‘give’
hin his son fatete Lo be placed over his iu NMolMwihong. It
way seen atrangs that an existing politiecal authority should
actually request that o superior be oppeinted over hla.
Thexe were, hovever, saxy beoefits for all concerned arisiag
oul of sush & "placing'. These are exprossed Ly Jones
(Goody, 1966: 02) as follows:

"ihe sugerier ohief wue Shus able to roward the moxe
able of his yelatives and followers, while at the euue
tine the seople galned by scquiving as thelr local head
a poreon wio was in favour -dth thely lond and also in
touch with his capital.”

Unmang'e TOJURST tharel v ¢ XWOW aade An ths
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interests of detiter coumunicetions wpuwands, vith the pos-
sibility, even, of enbonced politica) influence in hie oum
aver through: chiefly support. It may aleo have been that
Homane Imew thal seucholy would ultisately Le ploced over
hn, and preferred that the initintive and the oholce sheuld
cone fron himsolf rather thon feom sbove. Iy xoguesiing
ratete ! aloo presumably Lyratisted himeelf wvith both the
wrd ohlef sid with Matete, The regquoat wa granted and
the young chief lavete Macna oane 0 liwe in Jokhokheng,
whore he otill xesides in the villoge esteblianrod Yy
‘Babathoans tut which hos nov eme to hear Wiz name, 4
furthor peculiarity of thie ammacoent was that latete's
area wae fdentical with lemane®s. 1% Ao usueld In Africa
for the hosdoen®s wnit to be smaller than o chief's, Wt in
Lasotho there axe magy cases where both a chlef wd & head-
nen osouyy exaotly the sume tervitory. This s due %o the
muf'phunc'm:owmhm‘mtu
each of hia so:e to evotablish hineslf with the exoaption of
the oldest who was L o Llc own FuCoeTsOY.

Un the denth of Mamane hls eldest son, Patrick, left
Fokhokhong and settled at *ho villase nov known as he
fatriol near the mountain Popanysne, to the wouth of the
Yalley. Irom heve he ommtinued to exorelise the dutles of
headan,

The plecing of latete over lwuwune did not Laediately
affeot Milipd, for he wae go fgeto eovablished independently
of his bxothe . and &id not coms under the authority of

Jatete. Ia 1972, hovever, lebazang, another son of shief
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Maana, & step-hrother to Metete, wes placed over h4lfpd.
Philipd had in fact dled in 1914 and, aince hio own son
Haooe predeceaxed him, had been suocceedod by hia grandson
Jobere. lLabanang'2s ares colncided with Jodare's in the
sarw wy that Matote's coincided with Namne®n. Jobere
to)d me thot when the young ol of arcived Jobere showed Linm
an avea of areble land whick he aisht use for hineelf and
alloeite ao he wished, This wae not wove than shout sixty
acres. 4o for tho west of the area Jobeve continued to ade
wsinioter Justics, ollooate lond and declere ledowlls oo bee
fore. A1l cames that could not ho settled by the village
heads wors, as bafore lobumang'e plocing, hwought to Jobere
et Magekalomeng, Omay A7 the diwpute could not be euttled
10 Wle oot we 18 tronght 0 BEbEACAN o
function of providing & court of appeel from the headmer ‘e
u-ithMMz:mmmcho
prosance. Jobere contlinued to be respoasidle for the ap~
polatoent of village heads @y also of subhsadmen who leuked
mmxwvumchmmmunm-
ficult for Jobero %o go froguently. e appointed his
brother Notobule in 1935 to the subheadmanchip of an mres o
the extrese south of his territery. lotebele subsequontly
becwse tho right hand san of chief Lebwang, and wher
lobsuang dded in 1966, of his wife who cucceoded hism, [he
nominel autiovity of lebuang over the whele of Jubere's
FO0G uas of auall practical lmportance, end in Nolhokhong 1%
Ve soarvely noticed wp (o tw tive of Jobere's death.

intil recently the situation has boon that, although of
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diffecant rant, Metele sxd Jobere were g fuoto poers, mad
caupated for suthority over the people of Jatwsancng and
owr the land at Mallthunys and oloewhere in lokhokhoug ha
Mdldpi. he court records indlsate that in 19%3 16 was
established that Milipl and his susoessors ware rightfully
exercioing the funotion of heodmun o the velley to the east
of tha Malidwikhong klver., “ut laterploughing cantimed ro-
edprocally by the poople ' Fateie und those of Jobere.
Mt sudjects of Jodeve nlough, and hawe ploushed since the
time of thedr goondfathere, on Yatete's side of the river,
They all liwe in Matusweng and wost baleng %o the omtaal
kin aroup of thot willage. The members of thess families,
"ankow, Tesosnomataie, and Mejaro, all gave allegimnoe to
Natots, as they wad dune Lefore o jarwne. Thay ware reg-
istered on Matat: s tax reld. oy aleo aided with 'atete
in tos disputes with Jouare snd appeared in court as
Hatete's witnosoes. Jobere found 1t very 44ffievlt to ad-
aindstor his arec 6o & unit whgn Lt contained a howtdle group
over vhom he hed no euthority. ls efforts in this divoot-
ion were resistad vigorously by the people concerned wnd by
Motete, who in 1947 twought matters to & head by taking
Joberw ‘o court for "interfexing' with his pecple and his
rlghte st wtumoeng. vobewe nad declared jeugella over a
yivce of wold newr atuwssneng, the iohebitents of which had
louared thle order wad geused thelr cullle there.  Jobere
hod dapuuaded the otosk, suwmaned the offendexw to his court
wod fupoood fines on them. Hotete peacted o this Wy
lﬁt&ncthntJMuththﬂﬂtM“ﬂh
MMwatmmth&nm.mmhm
place to saaon (o his court psople who wexe not his subjeots.
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The highar court st "atoleng uhich heard tho case found
aminet Matote and saintained thot Jobere wee rightfully
cxvrclising his headosashidp rights in this aves and over this
village, (here wes no appeal ageinst this Cinding. Mt
in 1951 Jobowe twousht o case to the court al eleleng
wgainst cartain wmewbers of ‘atussnong. 4t this hearing two
of wy vespocted inforaants, heads of the Mankoe and
Pacananatsie fanilies, were sent to prison for disvegarding
the judgsent of 1947, belng found guilty of 'turaing w.
doors of thelr houwses towsrds wirthes chiof', l.0. wWong-
fuliy giving alleglence to & chief not twir own. he
oourt also weruved, in this judguasnt, that the xest of the
mu&mmumﬂmmmmwuu;o
reoognise tne autsarity of Jolace. o4 intevesilug polat,
illustrating the aaddwilence of stidtudes concaming this
W.ummmm.;wamu-
Mutdl*ehh,mmmn«hwkdmwm
avarded latusaneng to Jobexe in 1347, and also represented
rotete fn 1055, ia tho ecse oourt, in & cave in which ‘atote
alledge. thut Jobere had ne meedawioidy rights in Jokhoghong
et =1l.

the court In 1955 sanatdered this & plece of dwlicdty
cod cansured the mem Sme: *This fact nisht load the o art
to tho ozdnium thet *X' lg mot fit to be entruntod w. N e
duty of dimyensing Juotice tn the Mative Jowrte's Thic wao
& tytumsh for Jobere v had polated eul the foconsinlonay
of this man In his »8les in Doth caves. The court cloo ax~
Mitnlfmwmmmdmmmmm
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hoads of fandliies wiw wore seniza.ed in 1751 and vho hud ap-
poared sgain in cowrt in 1995 as witussass Tor fatete. Iy
consenting t1 apresr ae witnessoz they had, in the opinion
of $he oourt, vieluled thw Judgnants of 1247 erd 19351 again,
™e court hed this to say: ‘itw court is wmare that these
U0 POOPICas. eoddV tho ddrect cesuae of the tuowch of peace
in Vimeme's axen hetwesn chilef lwtete Muse wod Joubert
(Jobere) 'vebethouns, wxl the surt lutends to place their
mopen b Conp the Jarancant Thied whe is responsible fow

o ' e dn Dantoli desesein ot he Maresoant
hles, the povers i hor wated, may docide waether or
usmmhwmmmuwmaaw

In spite of thawe very posiilve Jodpanta 1% ws Dot
wotdl 159 sout Hetuae ag cecsed te g publle wnd contine
wtes alleglance to Hetele, Thle we e e in whilch the
remmomt Chlef abolimhed palille. Gection 40 of the Jawm
ok esatiel™ otates:

*i, In $his rolo mless Lecocsictent with the combeart,
2aballe mNSecess

(2) lend in the earwiaking of one Chiel o Jsadman
ased Ly o porsen of perssia subawiinate to o diffevent
thlef or Hoodnmul.ecee

(») Haac euch porsen or poreans live as well oo usd
land n (e aorelakiug of the Uhlafl ow Teadmm granting
W walle sinalag ta aw alleglance %0
thelr oom "hief ar lsadaan.”

w One of thess men was in 1967/0 Jobire's right hend mea sl
mmwmmm(mm)sﬂa°u
won village head in Matumaaeng.
% (uoted in Muncam (1960: 150)

PESRCER  S
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™ty olnuee cowers what Dunoan haw oalled interploushing, and
1% means, in affect, that one carmot soside and pleugh Lo

tho erea of ons ebio? and owe alleglance to avothor chief.
Gne suat giw wp elther dwellings 'ud flelds or chilef,
whao thile 2ule was anounced Jobexe sede ¢lear his intentlion
of enforcing it. ad he been alle to yprove sentinued dis-
loyalty wy hia Matwnanens subjects he would have had a
otcong cane for eviotlag them from thelr willige, vhere
their fouiliss had beon ostabliched for adout 100 yeers, and
froe their Tislda %o the east of the ‘elnshkiong River.
Jome of Geam, 1% A8 true, led fiuldes on thw olhex side of the
siver, but thess were far too fow and wmill to sustalin thenm.
fuas the osuse was finally won by Jobere. The peaple of
Letusaang have, 8lnce thal tlee Lecught their cases (o his
mt.n&lmﬂmhxnu.“tﬂ“Mﬂ-
shelotions sdjecoat to thols vidlage sad Liposed ty Jobore,
aod locos soede flelds wnder hisc Juwrisdietion. Bt thece
is wiill & stwoog dwellag 1a swet of the poople of atEaanmg
that thoy are Teally etote's pecple and Wt thay hove only
rmmmzmmuum&mmm
Trey take e nttitude Yhat Chey are Bow, hothar they like
it ox not, oflmﬂnlrexmofmthmupi“
that Duwther protect v pointless, There 15 no »oal ndvens
tnoe to Do geined by antnteludng the tics with Matete, aod
in wry omm}asm.maowm;tm»omthio

1ine dlee vith hin,

® In fact one of the Tapana matsles i 0 aharm of laboalls
for the whols of Hokhokhons ha Fadlipis subject to the
authority of the hooduane
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