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THE REBELLION IN SCUTH AFRICA 191k - 1915,

CHAFTER

THE POLITICAL _BACKGROUND.

()

"Pywo nationg warring in the bosom of a single state',

Thug Lord Durhamghad described the conditions in ILower Canada,
which had 1led to the outhreak of the 1837 Rebellion. The 1914
Rebellion in South Africa cannot be analysed in Durham's terms;
although 1t was similar to the Canadian Rebellion in that 1%
was a violent eruption of a virile, sectional nationalism, it
differed from the Canadian Zebellion, in that it was not go
much due to & conflict between two national groups in one state
ag to a conflict betwesn opposing elements in the same group,.
"This", gaid a burgher (referrinz to the 1914 Rebellion)

a family affair between us Afriksners., You Englishmen musﬁ
keep out of it." Although that view needs amplificetion,
there 1s an element o truth in it.

By 1912 it had become apparent that not all Afrikaner
political and cultural aspirations could be canaligsed into the
single outlet of 'Conciliationt that divergence of outlook
had been primerily caused by a growing belisf on the part of
many Afrikaners that the Government's 'Conciliation' policy,
both in its domestic connotation and in its wider connotation

of imperial co-operation, promised little, and’

l. The Report of the BEarl of Durham (Methuen, 1930}, p. 8.
2. Governor-General of Cenada,

3. Remark made by a burgher to one of Prof, E.A. Walker's
brother-officers. Walker (b), p. 562.

L, The igssues at stake in the Rebellion naturally concerned
all the inhebitants of the Union even though the overt
conflict was largely confined to one section of the
population.



threatened mich, ag far as the aims of Afrikaner Nationalism
were concerned, But the divergence 1n Afrikaner politicsal
aims, whicéh had led to an open breach in 1912, had in fact
originated long before that date; that Afrikaner political
solidarity which had seemed to be developing after 1902, and
which had spparently been realised ih 1910, was an illusion.
The common desire for self-zovernment in the two former
republics after 1902, the spirit of repprochement in evidence
at the National Convention, and the achievement of a United
South Africa in 1910, had veled, but had not entirely obscured
/

the fundsmental dilfferences of outlook amongst Affrkaners.

The Hertzog-split in 1912, the formstlon of the Nationalist
Party, the impact of the outbresk nf the First World Wer on

Il

political aims and forceg in South Africa, =nd the Rebellion
in 1914, merely served to clarify and intensify differences
which were already in existence; 1n fact the first discordant

no ks«

|

(

s were sounded gt Vereeriging in 1902,

On 15 May 1902, after nearly three years of war, thirty
delegates from each Boer republie, representinz the

coumandos still in the field, tozether with the representatives

5
4

of their governments, met at Ver@eniging to discuse the
termination of hostilities. On 17 May s Commission consisting
of Botha, De Wet, De La Rey, Hertzog and Smuts, was appointed
to discuss matters further with Milner and Kitchener, the
representatives of the Eritish Government., The Commission

tried to negotiate on the basis of the republics retaining

a limited form of independence. The British Government madey

5 M.T.Steyn, C.R.De Wet, J.B.M,Hertzog, W.J.C.Brebner and
C.0livier represented the Government of the Orange Free
Stats. S.W.Burger, F,W.,Reitz, Louls Botha, J.H.De La EHey,
L.J.Meyer, and J.C.Krogh represented the Government of
the South African Republic, J.C.Sufits, who had been
State Attorney in the South African Republic at the outhresak
of the war attended as legal adviser to his Government.



3.

it clear, however, that they were only prepared to negotiate
on the basis of the republics surren@ﬁng their independence;

a draft treaty was drawn up, and the delegates at Vereeniging
were instructed that those terms could not be altered, but

had to be accepted or rejected in their entirety. From 29
May to 31 May the delegates at Vereeniging discussed the terms,
and on the latter date they agreed to lay down their arms and
to accept the terms. On 31 May 1902 the members of the
Republican Governments signed the Treaty of Vereeniging at
Pretoriz.

Although the delegates at Vereeniging had accepted the
terms by fifty-four votes to six, there had in fact been
considerable dissension in the Boer ranks. There was friction
between the Free State and Transvaal delegations which led to
clashes, particularly between the Chief Commandant of the
Orange Free State, Christiaan De Wet and the Commandant -
General of the South African Republic, Louils Botha. The
Free Staters felt that they had not been sufficiently
consulted in all phases of the peace negotiations, and there
was also a wider dissatisfaction, a feeling that they were
now being driven to make peace by the Transvaaelers, whose
policies had provided the British Government with a casus

9
belli in 1899,

6« The members of the Governments did not vote = it was left
to the sixty representatives of the Coumandos to decide,
Obviously though, the views expressed by the members of the
Government played an important part in influencing that
decigsion.

7. Vredesonderhandel ngen, passim; C.De Wet,pp.t01=-506;
Van den Heever, Ep.lﬁh—l?S; Engelenburg,pp. 70-88;
Kestell,pp.135=-145,

8. A.J.Bester, C.C.J.Badenhorst, C.A.Van Niekerk of the Orange
Free State and J.J.Alberts, Jo.C.Kemp, J.Naude of the South
African Republic voted against the peace terus,

Vred esonflerhandelingen, p. 212,

% Ibid., passim; Van der Merwe ii pp.76-77; Van den Heever,
p.169; Kestell, p. 141,



when the delegates had met at Vereeniging on 15 May,
the pro-war party had seemed to be in the ascendancy. The
Free Staters were in favour of continuing the war, and they
were supported by some Transvaalers, particularly those from
the westeﬁgviransvaal, who had been opersating under Gen,

T

De ILa Rey ; the vast majority of Transvaalers, however,
were in favour of accepting the peace terms., The Western
Iransvaslers had been in close contact with the Free State
Commandos, and so to some extent they had been influenced
by the views of the Free Staters; more important, perhaps,
was the fact that in March, De Lz Rey had gained a victory
over Methuen at Tweebosch. De La Rey, himself, had been
in favour of continuing the war, when the Republican

Governments had met at Klerksdorp in April, but in May, at
11

Vereeniging, he wag in favour of making pesce. The Free

Staters, however, remeined adamant, and as late as 30 May,
12

Hertzog wrote in his diary: "0.V.S. staan vas". On the

morning of 31 May, Botha and De la Rey spoke to De Wet, who
had taken over the leadership of the Free State delegation,
due to Steyn's ill-health, and De Wet agreed to accept the
peace terms and to persuade the other Free Staters to vote

13
for peace,

10. Significently, in 1914, the rebel cause received the
greatest support in the Free State and Western Transvaal.

11, Vredesonderhandlingen, pp. 161 - 163, ; Kestell
pp. 135, 141,

12, Van den Heever, p. 174%.

13. Ibid. pp. 174 - 175;  EBngelenburz. pp. OS4 - 85.
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What arguments were used to induce the Free Staters

to accept the peace terms? Various writers have agserted

that Bothe persuaded the Free Staters to accept the peace

terms, by using the argument, that even 1f they made peace

at that time, they could rebel to recover their independence

at a later date, when Britain might be in difficulties.

14,

Webb, p.6 3 Kemp, pp. 110-111; Oost, pp. 40 - 41, 90-100;
Van den Heever, p. 172, H.S.Webb was an attorney

who helped defend some of the leaders of the Rebellion
in the 1915 trials; he obtained his Information froim
De Wet and other Free Staters, J.C.Kemp was one of
the Boer delegatzes at Verceniging and he knew De wet

and De La Rey well. Harm Oost was De Wet's Secretary
during the 1914 Zebellion, but he obtained his information
from other Free Staters and not, from De Wet himself.
CeM, Van den Heever used Hertzog's Vereeniging 'dagboek!
in writing his biography of Hertzog (but he does not
quote from it in this instance). These authors are

all agreed that the above statewment was wmade at
Vereeniging,but differ to some extent as far as the
circumstances are concerned. Webb stated that Botha
made the statement when he and De Lea Rey spoke privately
to De Wet on 31 Mays Oost agrees with that view.

Van den Heever was not as specific; he maintained

that the statement was made by "some Transvaalerg!
(sommige Transvaalers'), Kemp implied that the
statement was not made in private ,but during the
discussiong held by the delegates (he asserts that

naot everything said at those meetings were minuted).

De Wet jin his book ,("Three Years War") asserted
that the decisive factor, inducing the pro-war party
to accept the peace terms, was the depressing news
received of conditions in” the Cape Colony (8.DeWet,p.390)
Obviously though,De Wet would not have mentioned
Botha's proposal (if such there were ) in his book,
which was published in 1902,

Neither Botha's nor De Jet's biogrephers
mention Botha's alleged statement (See Engelenburg,
p. 843  Kestell, p. 142).



Although 2ll these statements were made after the 191k
Rebellion had taken place, - and some of them with the
undoubted intention of discrediting Botha's actions in
supressing the Rebellion =~ they nevertheless, cannot

be dismissed lightly. Certainly Smuts did make a
similer suggestion in & letter to Steyn in 1901, The
letter was captured by the British along with other
papers belonging to Steyn, but Steyn gave his biographer
the following version: "It would be better to stop the
war now and to take Ep the struggle again in fifteen or
twenty yeears time".lj That Smuts did indeed wrife such
a letter 1s confirmed by Sir George Arthur, in his
biogrephy of Ki%chener: "Among the papers seilzed was a
letter written by Smuts to Steyn stating that if they had
to give up now, it would be with the intention/of fighting
agein when England might be 1n difficulties".lb That
that understandable desire to renew the strugzle at a
later date, did exist in 1902, apparently even reached
the ears of the British authorities. In April 1902
Kitchen;?TZO a Mr.Ralli: "The young Boers, of whom there
are a considerable number as aldeg-de-camp etec, talk
rather openly. They say, that if no terms are mede and
they are forced to unconditional surrender, they will hold
themselves absolutely free to begin again when they get a

17
chance and see England in any difficulty".

15, "Het was beter de oorlog nu te doen ophouden en om
over vijftien of twintig jaar de strijd opnieuw te
vervatten', Steyn rejected the suggestion.

Van der Merwe 1ii, p. 75.

16, Arthur ii, p. 39
7. Ibid., 31 , ps 93 4 Nl « 3 Pyrah, p. 63.
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7
Bearing in mind the ténacity of purpose shown by the

Boers in the war, it would not have been surprising if

some of the delegates at Vereeniging did meke such a

suggestion, If Smuts could use the ergument in 1901, is

there any reason why some Transvaalers would not have used

it in 1902% Although lack of sufficient evidence does

not permit a categorical statement on the matter, it

nevertheless seems possible (perhaprs even probable) that

such a statement was made at Vereeniging. But even if

such a statement were made, that does, of course, not mean

that Botha and Smuts were honour-bound to support the rebels

in 191k, If there were such an undertaking it must surelyl8

have been governed by the principle ¢ rebus sic stantibus.

De La Rey, of 211 the Boer zenerals was the only one who

had any ixzectation of Botha snd Smuts supporting a rebellion

in 1914, ’ De Wet, accordinz to Webb, rezsrded the

Vereeniging statement as & "diplomatic ruse" on the part

of Botha to gain a largze mgjority in favour of pescej; he

did not belieVe that Botha would actually countenance a

20,
rebellion.

18, And, of course, the fact that both the Transvaal and
Orange River Colony had been granted self government
by 1907 and the fact that in 1910 South Africa had
become a united self-zoverning nation meant that the
situation in 1914 was radically different to the
situation in 1902, when the Boers having lost thelr
independence had only been promised that they would
receive self-gzovernment in the indeterminate future.

19. See below, pp 65~
20. Webb, I,. 7.



8.
Certainly, from Botha's point of view, there is no evidence
to suggest that he, at any time after 1902, deviated from an
attitude of full acceptance of the peace terms.

The terms of the Treaty of Vereeniging, except for one
vital point, were not harsh in comparison with other modern
treaties - but that vital point was the logs of republican
inde;endence.21 Observers of the South African scene, both
in Britain and in South Africa, had no illusions as far as
the strengEh of Boer Nationalism'was concerned. Lord
Salisbury,ﬁ2 before the Anglo-BSoer War, declared "that if
the Boers submitted without fighting, they would hate the
British for a generation, and if they fought and were beaten,
they would hate them still 1onger'.'23' Sir Henry Campbell-
Bannerman2 had expressed very similar views in October 1399
when he said that a British victory in South Africa would
only be achieved at the cost of "recial enmity and anger, .
which it will take generations to overcome.“25 J.X.Merriman?o
who had a better knowledgs of South African conditions thean
Selisbury or Campbell-Bannerman, took an even more serious
view of the situation, when he made the following statement

in 1900

21, Botha in 1919 said that it had been "a generous peace
that the British people made with us". But as Prof,
L.M,Thompson comments: "it should be borne in mind,
however, that unlike many defeated sides, the Boers Aas
had their territories znnexed by the victor", Thompson,
pe 13. See Vredesonderhandlingen p.i35. for the full
termg of the Tresty.

22, British (Conservative) Statesuan.Prime Minister of Britain
1886-1392 and 1895 - 1902,

23. C-IoBoE: Vlll- Chal:o X;V;ll, po 6120

oh, British (Liberal) Statesman. Prime Minister of Britian
1905 - 1908,

25. Pyrah, p. 63.

26, South African (Cape) Statesman. Prime Minister of the
Cape Colony 1908 - 1910.
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"I wern Great Britain against the policy of annexation.
Some people talk light heartedly about the solemn act of
taking away the life of a nation, but I look upon it as
something like murder upon the individual. I tell you
what you are goinz to do by annexation, you are going to
make England lose South Africa ------ Angexation will turn
the energies of these people away from peaceful pursuits
to preparation for the next revolt, and whenever England
is in a2 tight place =--- these people will get ready and
will fly at her throat.”27
| It remained to be seen whether 211 Afrikaners would
regard constitutional concessions and the achievement of
a United South Africa as adecquate compensation for the

loss of their republican independence.

Recent research has shown that the Anglo-Boer War
(1899=-1902) was provoked by8Britain to secure British
supremacy in South Africa.2 Milner29 had hoped that the
defeat of the Boer republics would destroy Afrikaner
Nationalism., In 1899, before the outbresk of war,

Milner wrote to Chamberlain30: "If the Transvaal were to
disappear from the map as an independent State or if it

were to become an Uitlander Republic, the 'Afrikander Nation!
idea would be for ever doomed"3l. It was hoped that the
.war which would achieve those objedts would be of short
duration. Instead of the ouick settlement which Milner and

others had expected, the war lasted thirty-one months and

27, Speech published in "South African News" 26,9.1900,
Quoted by Kemp, p.l1l20.

28, Marais, passim., and particularly pp. 323 - 332.

29, Alfred Milner, High Commissioner for South Africa 1897-1905

30. Joseph Chemberlain, British (Unionist) Statesman,
Colonial Secretary 1895 - 1903.

31, Marasis, p. 319.



10,
Britain had to put 448,000 men in the field. Those vast
forces were handled (particularly in the latter phase of
the war) with a2lmost total disregard for the effect which
their operations would have on post-war political developments
in South Africa. Things were done, some by accident and I
some by design, which left an indelible impression of bitternesgi
But Milner's aim was not achieved; Afrikaner Nationallsm
Wwas not broken as a result. In fact, despite the material
devastation, and the legacy of divisions left by the war,
there was a repid Afrikaner revival after 1902, The
immediate post-war period was a period of cultural rather
than political revival, for the inhabiltants of the two former
republics had no pelitical rights under the Crown Colony
regime.33 It did not take long, however, before the
Afrikaners became politically orgenised. Botha, Smuts and
De La FEey had been offered seats in the nominasted Legislative
Council, but they had declined. Thereafter Botha and Smuts

in the Transvaal, and Hertzog in the Orange River Colony

criticised the Milner regime at every opportunity.

32, Vide 1lecture by Frof.G.H.L. Le May: "The Peace of
Vereeniging and the Rise of Afrikaner Nationaligm¥
(Witwatersrand University 11.10,1961) Reported in "The Star

20,10,1%1, FProf, Le May, who stated that his lecture was
based on hitherto unpiblished documents, said inter alia

(as reported in "The Star): "At first the concentration
camps were genuine refuges hut later they were used as a mes
of coercion, The total death rate in the camps was about
26,000, with a high mortality rate among children. Though
the British did not aim at extermination and though British
troops themselves suffered heavy casualties from diseasse,
the fact reugined that those who died in the camps were
under British responsibility and many hed been confined
against their will, Kitchener devised.-the construction of
barbed wire barricades and blockhouses. The Doers were
cleared out of the area, the livestock removed or slaughtere
crops burned and houses blown up. The political consequence
of this policy Kitchener considered none of his business.
Another sore point among the Boers was the arming by the
British of non-Whites. Kitchener stated that he had armed
10,053 Non-Buropeans.

33. See Trollip, p. 51; Thoumpson, pp. 17 - 18,



1L
In January 1905 the first fully organised Boer political
perty came into beinz, in the Transvaal, when Het Volk was
founded; in the Orange River Colony the Boers also becaine
politically organised in May 1906 when the Orangia Unie came
into being. With the formation of these bodies, 1t became
evident that there were vast differences of outlook among
Afrikaners = differences which depended essentlially on the
view taken as to the future of the Afrikaner people and their
reletions with the English-speaking section in South Africa,
and as to the closeness and indeed the permanence of the
imperial connexion.

The Head Cormittee of Het Volk consisted of ILouis Botha
(Chairmen), Schalk Burger, J.H. De La Rey, C.F.Beyers,
Jo.CsSumts, A.D.W.Wolmerans and Ewald Esselen, Botha eppears
to have been the first Boer leader to become fully reconciled
to the realities of the Beer defeat, Louis Botha had been
born in Natal in 1862, He had scarcely any formal education,
but became a very successful farmer, He had been a member
of the South African Republic Volksraad from 1898 and he
had supported t&e policies of Gen.F.J. Joubert, He was not
eager for war, but when war came he wholeheartedly
supported it and succeeded Joubert as Commandant-General
of the South African Republic. He was a man of éction, with
no great intellectual gifts, but he had great gifts of tact
and patience. IHis close friend and colleague. J.C.Smuts,
once described another facet of Botha's character: "But this
great man of sction had the tenderest feelings and the most
sensitive soul, He combined the strength of a man with the
extreme sensitiveness of a woman. A stupid letter of a friend
would cause him sleepless nights; an undeserved criticism or

insult would inflict pain far beyond what was probably

3k, Indeed it gseems likely that he voted against the
ultimatum being sent to the British Government in
1899, See Spoelstra, p. 347.




124
intended. His power of gsympathy was not only a powerful
weapon, but it left him unprotected and exposed him to a
degree which would be considered slmost unbelievable.”35

On the day that the greaty of Vereeniging was signed,
Botha and Schalk Burger - hed addressed an open letter to
the Boer people: "de recommend you t0 acquiesce in that
peace andfconduct yourselves peaceably and quietly and to
obey and respect the new government. Let us now Join hands
for the other great struggle that lies in front of us, for -
the safety and welfare of our people in spirituval ‘and social
matters, laying aside all feeling of bitterness znd let us
learn to forgive and forgeE so that the deep wounds inflicted
in the war meay be healed.”37 As early as May 31 1902, then,
Botha hed declared hisg policy - one of conciliation and
co-operation. He had in fact seen a new vision, a vision
of a "Greater South Africa”.SJ

The idesl of a 'Greater Scuth Africa' came naturally
to Botha's chief lieutenant, Jan Christiaan Suuts, who, as
a young man, had been a protagonist of the policles of Cecil
fhodes before the Jameson Raid, and who was to write a
philosophical treatise on Holism, In September 1399 he
had expressed his views in a Memorandum: "South Africa'", he
concluded "is on the eve of a terrible blcod bath, from which
our people will emerge either as an exhausted remnant, wood-
cutters and water-carriers for a hated race, or as victors,
founders of a United Scuth Africa, of one of the great empires
of the world =--- an Afrikaner republic --- stretching from

39
Table Bay to the Zambesi',

35, Introduction (written by J.C.Smuts) to F.V.Engelenburg's
Life of Botha (English version), pp. 17 - 18.

36, Acting - President of the South African Republic.
37. Fyrah, p. 139.

38, Ibid., p. 138; Engelenburg, p. 57.

39, Marais. p. 318,
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13.

During the peace negotistions in 1902, the opinion
expressed to him by Kitchener that within two years a
Liberal Government would be in power in Britain, and that they
would give Ehe Boers self-government, gave him some hope for
the future. ’ His attitude of mind was reflected in his final
speech to the Boer delegates at Vereeniging: "The war of
freedom in South Africa has been fought not only for the Boers,
but for the entire people of South Africa. The result of
that struggle we leave in God's hands. Perhaps it ig His will
to lead the people of South Africa through defeat and humiliatio
and even the Valley of the shadows of death to a better future
and a brighter day." The bitter realities of living in
a defeated, devastated country under the Milner regime, seems
to have somewhat disillusioned Smuts in the immediate post-
war period; but the despair apparenfly &éplicit in his
statement in = letter to Emily Eobhause in 1904: "I gsee
no ray of light in the future', was clearly exaggerated.
It is evident from his other letters to lMiss Hobhouse that
he had in fact pinned his hopes - lacking inhﬁ?surance though
they were = to the Liberal Farty in Britain.

Jan Christisan Smuts had been born in the Cape Colony
in 1870, A man of brilliant intellectual gifts, he had won
the Ebden Scholar ship to Cambridge in 1892, where he had
gained a first in the law tripos. He had become State
Attorney of the South African Republic at the youthful =age
of twenty-eight and hsd been in command of the Boer forces

pperating in the Cape, during the war, Paul Kruger had

described Suuts as " the man of iron will" and prophesied

40. Smuts, p.30; Millini; pp. 52 = 54,

41, Vredesonderhandelingen, p. 197.

42, Emily Hobhouse(1860-1926) English social worker and
reformer bhest known for her work in zllevisting conditions
in the Concentration Camps during the Anzlo-Boer War.

43, Millini p. 204

L, Ibidi: pp. 192 - 201, pp. 207 - 210,
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W —w if Smuts is spared, he will onehday gtill play a great
role in the history of 3outh Africa'". He was to prove the
perfect foil to Botha.

Both Botha and Smuts, then had accepted the idea of
of aGreater South Africa', whose future lay within the
framework of the British Empire, and although it was,to some
extent a calculated attitude, which they hoped would win
constitutional concessions from Britain, they never deviated
from 1it, That ideal had as its necegsary corollary, the
abandonment of a separate Afrikaner Nationalism in the sense
that it had existed in the republics before the wary; carried
to itg logical conclusion it envisaged the creation of a
new South African Nation in which the English and Afrikaner
glements would be fused.

Not all Afrikaners in the Transvaal could accept that
ideal so soon after the warj; indeed it would have been
surprising if they had. In December 1903, Ds.J.D. Du Toit
advised his people to re-establish the lines "which fix the
boundary between us and all Uitlanders, for the power/of
Afrikanerdom lay in the isolation of our principle." o
In December 1904, Ds.H.S.Bosman, the Moderator of the Dutch
Reformed Church in the Trensvaal, spoke as follows at the
burial of Paul Kruger: "He urged them by the God of Paul
Kruger, not to let that nationsl feeling die out -=--- and
they could go along the lines that he had kid down under the
flag that now waved over them, and <till be true to 1it, but

they would always remain Afrikaners, God helping them.,".

45, Kruger's Gedenkschriften, p. 170 quoted by Marais, p. 218.
46, Thompson, p. 18,
p. 18 = 19,

-

47, Ibid. 4 p
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Even the common desire to obtain self-government did not
entirely obscure the differences existing even amongst the
Head Committee of Het Volk. C.F.Beyers, especially, held
and expressed views which differed radically from the ideas
held by Botha and Srmuts. Christiaan Frederik Beyers had
been born in the Cape in 1869. Je received his education
at Stellenbosch, where he objﬁcted to the 'Engelse gees'
existing at Victoria College.' Moving to the Transvaal
in 1889 he became articled to a legal firm in Pretoria and
subsequently practised on his own in Boksburg. He had
obtained citizenship rights in the Transvaal by doing Coumando
gervice at the time of the Jameson Raid. He 41d not tske
an active part in politics in the yre-Anglo-Boer Wsr Transvaal,
but accorﬁing to his biographer, he privately opposed Kruger's
policies., When war caie in 1899 he supported the Boer
cause, however, and rose from the ranks to become Assistant-
Commgndant=-General over the Boer Commandos in the Waterberg
and Zoutpensberg Districts. He wags elected Chairman of the
Meeting of Boer delegates at Vereeniging in 1902. A strong,
handsome figure, outspoken and forceful, he was to become
one of the leading mermbers o Het Volk hefore the grant of
self-governuent, but something of an embarrassment to Botha
and Smuts, due to his frank speeches which had little in
common with their policy of Conciliation. In February 1905,
for example,.Beyers mede a speech at Pletersburg which wags
anything but conciliatory in tone : "We are still being
constantly depicted as being of the 'bywoner' clzss by the
English press and they and the capitalists are working together

to drive the Boer and the worker under; we are being treated

)'+8- Scholtz (a), p-l)’f.
49, Ibid , p. 22 .
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as dogs by the Government, =--- Lady Curzon - an Bnglish

Lady wrote shortly after the peace: 'Get the children and

make ZEnglishmen of them', Is that reconciliztion? Is

that not a policy calculated to make us desperate and

everybody knows what a2 Boer is capable of when he is desperate.
If it goes on like that we will again have war in our country --
You were men in war-tine, Be men also in pesce-time and

fight such a pernicious policyﬂso Although the official
organ of Het Volk published a leading article calling Beyers

"g child in politiecs" ("een kind in de politiek") and

51
although Botha publicly repudisted Beyer's views, Beyers

(35}

continued to express them, and he was not alone in the Transvaal
in holding such views,.

In the Orange River Colony, the leading political leaders
were J.B.M., Hertzog, C.R. De Wet and A.Fischer. James
Barry Munnik Hertzog was born in the Cape Colony in 1866,
After a distinguié?d academic career at Victoria College,
Stellenbosch, and Amsterdam, he seemed to be destined to be
an outstanding jurist and in fact was appointed a Judge of

the High Court of the Orange Free State.

50, Scholtz (a), ppe. 122-123. In Feb,1905 at Nylstroom
he salid that "the British Government wanted to destroy
their nationality and as long as that attitude persisted
there would be no reconcilistion., He wanted to be
truthful and if Het Volk did not support that principle
then he did not want anything to do with it". (Ibid.,
ppe 125 = 126), In April 1905 he complained of the
"wagon-loads of teachers from England, Canada and else-
where who had been brought in to plan% English ideas
(he preferred to call it English poiscon) in the hearts
of Afrikaner children®
(Ibid. , p. 14t)

51, Ibid., p. 12k,
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During the War he bhecame Assistant-Chieéf Commandant of

the Free State forces.

s

-

Christiaan Rudolf Dé Wet had been born in 1854 in
the Orange Free State. He had had hardly any formel
education but had risen to a position of eminence in the
Orange Free State. Before the Anglo-Boer War he had at one
time or another been a member of both the Transvaal and
Free State Volksraads. During the War he was Chief
Commandant of the Free State Forces and had emerged from
the war with probably the greatest reputation of zll the
Boer Generalsy.

Abraham Fischer, born in the Cape in 1850, was the
eldest of these three leaders. He had had considerable
experience of public life, 4 lawyer by occupation, he
had been a member of the Free State Volksrsad and Executive
Council before the war. From 1900 to the end of the war
he had been a member of the Repiblican deputation to Europe.

Influential as these three figures undoubtedly were,
their influence in the Free State was overshadowed by that
of ex~President Marthinus Theunis Steyn, who was unable to
teke an active part in post-war politics due to his failing
health., Steyn, up to the time of his death in 1916, occupied
a unioue position in South Africa as an elder statesman,
Although not active in politics, he nevertheless kept in
touch with affgirs and leadin: personalities. He was
consulted on most important issues and his views carried
considerable weizht,

Due partly to the fact that the vasgt majority of the
white p-opulation in the Orange River Colony were Afrikaners

and due partly to the personalities of their leaders, the
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p-olicy of Conciliation was not the policy of Orangis Unie.
In January 1906, for example, Steyn urged his people "“to
avoid foreign ways" and "to teach their children the story

52

of the concentraetion camps."

Clauge Seven of the Treaty of Vereeniging had promised
thet the two former republics would be granted representative
institutions leading up to full self-government as soon as
circumstances allowed.53 Both political parties in Britain
were sgreed that self-government shovld be the ultimate
objective in the,ﬁew colonies. In a2 speech in the House of
Coummons, Asquith5 declared that Anglo~Boer antagonism was
the artificial creation, the transyient and removable result
of eceident and circumstance. He hoped to see the time when
Briton and Boer, "forgetting their animosities, bound together
by ties of coumon interest and mutual respect, enjoying in

1d

like measure both the discipline and th pr1VL3n~es of freedom,
55

will be found living and labouring side by side'", It was
recognised that the first condition necessary to bring about
that state of affairs would be the grant of self-government

to the Colonies; 1indeed 1t was widely believed that, altruistic

motives apart, solely frowm the point of view of sognd policy,
5
2

it was essentisl that that grant be made. Ripon, for instance,
argued that any alternsative or delay in granting self-government
would very possibly lead to underground conspirscies and small
57
o7

outbrecks o unrest,.

52, Thompson, pp. 3%=35.
53. Vredesonderhandelingen, p. 135.

5%, H,H.Ascuith (Lord O¥ford),British (Liberal) Statesman;
Chahcellor of the dycheouer 1905-1908,Frime Minister
1908-1916.

55« Pyrah, p. 147,

56, Lord Ripon, Liberal Colonial Secretary 1892-1895,
Lord Privy Seal 1905-1908.

57. Letter from ni on to Cadbel;—Bann@rnan 19.1.01, quoted
by Pyrah, D
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Smuts had sxpressad the same view in 19CH; in a lether to
Enily Hobhouse he stated that if self-government were not
granted soon “there would be a vast agitation in the country
the consecuences of which none can foresee', BEven Milner
realised that the cuestion of responsible governwent was an
urgent matter, but he, in common with the %nlonlacs, feared

(@

the consecuences of granting it too sooan. The Unionist
policy envisaged a gradual development -~ the grant of
representative government leadinz on by slow stages to the
grent of responsible government., But their attempt to
introduce that system into the Transvaal was still-born due
to their fall from power in December 1905

Although the leaders of Het Volk had pinned their hopes
on the Liberals, they wished to make assurance doubly sure
by sending the Smuts Mission to the new British Jovernment
at the end cf 1909, Campbell-Bannerian's Ministry lived up
to their expectetions by issuing Lletters Fatent instituting
self-government in the Transvazl in Deceuber 1906 and in the
Orange River Colony in June 1907,

Even before the grant of self-governuent, Boths and Smuts
had decided thst South Africa's future Jay within the framework
of the Eritish Bmpire. Smuts's Memorzndum to the Colonial
Office in 1905 stressed the fact that the Boers and their
leaders did not wish to reise the cvestion of the annexation
of the new Colonies under the British flag; they accepted

60.
accomplished facts.

58, Millin 1, p.209. He used a similar argument in his Meumor-
andum to thb Colonial Office in 1905. "Tbare may be some
denger in trusting the peorle too soo1n, but there may be
muich greater danzer in trusting them tco late". Fyrah.p.l1l65

59. --"= if terriwle troubles between the Colonies and the
Mother country are to be avaerted, we nust get self-zoverniue
in the new Colonies soon. And yct too suon is also dangerou
Letter from Milner to Raiisay Collins. 19.4.0%, cquoted by
Pyrah, p.1l56.

60. Ibid., pp. 165 - 1660



-~

2V,

That, according to Smuts was what he and Botha had decided
when they signed the Peace of Vereeniging: "We had made up
our minds t@it it was the end of one life and the beginning
of another.2 ~ There is no doubt that the rapid grant of
self-government strengthened those feelings end that it made
a profound impression on Botha and Smuts, ensuring their
loyalty to the British Empire. Smuts expressed hils views
on the mgtter as follows: "They gave us back - in everything
but name - our country. fter four years. Has such a6
miracle of trust and magnanimity ever happened before?" -
In his first public speech after becoming Premier of the
Iransvaal, Botha expressed similar segtiments.b3

Not all the Boer leaders saw the grant of self-government
in that light. Hertzog and others took the view that Britain
was sluply ecarrying out their share of the compact at Vereenigin
and thet as thé Boers had every right to expect that to
happen, there was no need for them to feel morally obligated
sowards Britein., In December 1904 Hertzog had said "that
a promise was made that our constitution would be of the same
type as that of the CathColony. That wds the promise and

§

it had to be honoured.m

61. Millini, p.214.
62. Ibidi, p. 215.

63. "e—w— de Koning van Engeland, de Britse Regering en het
Britse volk hebben de gehele bevolking der Transvaal
vertrouwd op cen wijze die geen weerga vindt in de
geschiedenis. -~- Is het voor de Boeren o00ilt een zo grote
dzad van edelmoedigheid en recht¥Waardigheld te vergeten?
Neolt --=M, Coetzee, pp. 334 - 335.

yers in the Transvaal held

64. Van den Heever, p. 204, Be
a) p. 121,

the saile view. Scholtz (
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The victories gained at the polls by Het Volk and
Orengia Unie and the fact that in the Cape Colony Merriman's
South African Farty gained a resounding victory over Jameson's
Unionists, meant that in 1908, the governments of these three6
Colonies all owed their existence to the support of Afrikaners?

In the Transvaal end Orange River Colony, the leading members

he Governments were all men who had actively supported

¢t

of
the Boer cause in the war, In the Trangveoal, Bothe and Smuts,
in view of the radical views held (and expressed) by Beyers
declded thet one of them wou}g always be present when Beyers
addressed election meeyings;o and Botha did not include
Beyers in his Cabinet.07 But Botha considered thet he had

to muzzle Beyers even further; as a member of the Legislative
Assembly he could still, froi Botha's point of view, be

dangerous. Consecuently Bothe nominsted *him as Speasker and
68

he was electedéto that office. The view expressed by
9w .
Edmund Garrett ¢ General Botha by a2 masterskyoke --- has
70
pinned him into the chair" was generally accepted. In

addition A.D.W.Wolmarans, a member of the Head Coummittee of
Het Volk, who had been a close assoclate of Kruger, and who

N

had showed that he d4id not wholeheartedly agree with Conciliatio

65. Thompson, pp. 28=30
66, Scholtz (a), p. 159.
67. Beyers!' biographer relates that on the eve of the election

Beyers hecame seriously ill while staying with a friend in
Germiston. While he was convalescing Sruts had come to
fetch him and he was to stay with Smuts until he had
recovered, He was still in bed at Smuts' ¢ house when he hear
of the Composition of theCabinet. When he heard that he was
not included, he became involved in a2 violent zltercation
with Smuts, got up out of bed and left his house.lbid.

ppe. 163 - 164,

68. TIbid., p. 165.

69, Fydell Edmund Garrett(1865-1907), English publicist
interested in South African affairs; associated with Pall Ma
and Westminster Gazettes; Editor of Cape Times (1895=1900)
returned to BEngland in 1900 but continued writing on South
African affairs.

70  Ibid., p. 167.
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by expressing views cimilar to those of Beyers, became a
member of %he nominated Legislative Council and not of the
Assembly.7 Botha had thus organised matters so that there
was no dissentient voice in the Cabinet and no effective
Afrikasner opposition in the Legislative Assembly.

In the Orange River Colony, Abrsgham Fischer, had become
Prime Minister in 1907; he owed his position to seniority
end experience, The real leaders and policy makers wers
ex-Fresident M,T.Steyn, who did not take an active part in
politics, and General J.B.M.Hertzog, who became Attorney-
General and Minister of Education, and who, due to his back=-
ground and personality, beceme the ablest énd mogt influential
member of the Cabinet.

The immediate Afrikaner response to the challenge of
Milnerism took the form of a vest cultural revival after the
war; the desire to esteblish and develop their own language
was a powerful aspect of the struggle to maintain theilr own
identity. Botha and Smuts played little part in that
cultural movement and indeed did not recognise its strength,.
After the grant of gself-government Hertzog wrote to Smuts
hoping to obtaln uniformity in the two Colonies zs far es
the eguality of English and Dutch was concerned. There was
no response from Smuts.73 The difference in outlock in
connection with the language ocuestion between Het Volk and
Orengie Unie, which was symptomatic of the divergence of

viewpoint between Botha and Smuts on the one hand and Hertzog

71, Thompson, pe. 33

72, Ibid., p. 34; Van den Heever, p. 220; C
3
-

73. Van den Heever, p. 227.
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and the majority of the Free Staters on the other, was

markedly borne out hy the Education Acts passed by Smufs in
7Y

i

the Trensvaal and Hertzog in the Orange River Colony.
These two Education Acts widened the rift between the leaders

of Het Volk and Orangila Unie; and when it became agparent

(61Y]

what violent opposition Hertzog's proposals had aroused, thers

Wwas a herdening of Afrikaner opinion,

The contrast between ”ﬁﬂfwo*':\ﬁuf and Smuts's Act

\
cansed a reaction amongst Afrikaners) in the Transvasl as well;
et the annusl Het Volk Cor~vess in 1908 gseversl delecr-tes
urged that the Transveal Education Act should be amended.

In foct despitc Botha's muzzling of Beyers and Wolmarans

&

and despite the et Volk Statute which statcd thnt the Head

Cormittee could dissolve local commithoce which it dcamed
te be under/”ihfl;cnoeSdetrimental or hostile to the principles
Vi

of Het Volk)" Afrikaner opposition to

Iransvael beceme increasingly voe2l. In 1908, for irstence,
T . al - 3 ;
Schalk Burger hald to remind Afrikaners in the ILydenburg l

District that he had hcen a surrorter of Gen.Joubsrt before

.the war and thet he had sacrificed ‘much in the War2# The

gift of the Cullinan Diamon %o Kirz Edward V1l and Brthat's
spseches at the Colonial Conference in 1907 further aglienated

B

rikaners from his policy. Many Afrilkaners agreed with the

view Steyn expressed to Merriman: "Wwith you I agrse that it

-

would be bebter if Botha did not lay the loyalty butter on
Yery R 7?’
a0 _thick."
N
74, Transveal Act No, 25 of 1907 and Orange River ColonMy Act

No. 36 of 1908; Van den Heever, pp. 227-236;
Trollip, passim.

5« Thompson s Ds 311 i
76. Ibld., pe.33; Article 14 of the Statutes of Het Volk.
77. Coetzee, p. 337,

78. Enegelenburg, p. 146 3  Scholtz (b), p. 26.
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Despite the sharp criticisms of Botha's policy, particularly
in the country districts, his personal appeal remained strogg.
The personal loyalty, which meny Transvaal Boerg felt towards

80
Botha ag their war-time Coumandant-General, died hard.

When the Iiberals conferred Responsible Government on
the Trensvezl, they did so partly in the hope that such a -
step would lead to the Union of the South African Colonies.u
Union was considered an urgenq necessity, not only because
Bothe was considered to be the ideal man to take the lead
in such a venture (and therefore it was essential that Union
should be achieved while he could still be at the helm), but
also because it was felt that szBuropean War (which by 1908

had become a distinet threat) would have diligsastrous repercussions

)
82
on a disunited South Africa. In addition it was felt that
disunion in South Africa meant s weagening of the imperial
tiey and althoﬁ;h the 'Kindergarten' 3 took the initiative
in the Unification movemenétl:t they carefully soft-pedalled
their imperial objectives. Although Merriman and Steyn
initially had doubts about unification, the political leaders
in the various Colonies came round to the view that it would
also be in the interests of South Africa to have a United

85

Country.

7% In 1908 the Head Committee of Het Volk, was reslected
by a larze majority and for the post of Chairman, Botha
received 134 votes against the 2 for Wolmarsns and the
1 for De La Rey. Thompson. p. 34.

80, Spoelstra; p.347; Coetzee, p. 329.
81, Pyrah. p. 219,
82, Seely, pe. 133; Thompson, pe. 398-399.

83.The brilliant group of young men which Milner had brought to
the Transveal to occupy the key posts in the Administration.

85, In Dec,1906 Merriman wrote to Swuts:"I do not want to see
any Union hastily patched up with the view of serving the
ends of Imperialism, that the whole of S.Africa may have
one neck in order to fit the yoke easier on it'", Steyn,in
1906, expressed doubts whether the Free Staters were ready
for further changes. Ibid.pp.73=74%; pp.75-9%4,
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Steyn (as he told his biographer, subsecuently) also feared

the effect of war between England and Germeny on a disunited

2
86
South Africa.
The meetingsof the National Convention had not been 8
_ 87
free of friction;and deadlocks had arigen more than once,
None of the delegates were completely satisfied with the

Constitution, for as the most recent historian of this pgriod,

(

points out "compromise had been the price of unanimity",
Nevertheless the remarkable featurywas that compromise wes
possible whgn the diverse backgrounds of the delegates were
c::nsid_ered.‘9 Iofty sentiments were expressed by delegates,
who a2t times were seemingly somewhat overcome by the emotional
nature of the proceedings. De Wet stated thzt "today it
does not matter what race we belong to --- as long as we
are South Africans' and Fitzpatfick said ghey were making
Mg final peace between Boer and Briton.". In fact the
Conciliation policy of Botha end Swuts seemed to have made
a great impression on the delegates; whether the delegates
were prepared to put those principles into action once the
enotional tide of unification had subsided, was another matter,
The Parisments of t e Cape, the Transvaal, and the Orange

River Colony were virtually unanimous in accepting the Draft
South Africsn Act anglthe BElectorate of Natal supported it

by a large majority.

86, Van der Merwe ii pp.297 - 298
85, Ibid. p. 307.

89. For a discussion of the delegates see Ibid. pp. l7h-ﬁk%
501-512

90, Ibid., p. 307.
91, Ibide, p. 39.
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It would obviously have been naive to interpret that
as an indication that White politicgl soliderity and unity
had been achiev§d in South Africa.92 Indeed, there is
considerabl? validity in the view that the formation of a
United South Africas actually tended to intensify the possibility
of clashes occurring, since the divergent aims existing among
South African politicians could no longer, after 1910, find
expression in their separate colonies., That applied
particularly to the widely divergent views held by Botha and
Smuts on thes one hand and Hertzog and the Free 3taters on
the other; how could those ideas continue to exist in the
same political party and indeed in the same Cabinst? The
spirit of compromise evidenced at the National Convention
could obviously not be expected to be a permanent feature of

South Africen politics.

On 21 May 1910 Gladstone, the first Governor-General
of the Union of South Africa, asked Botha to form a Cabinet.
Although Gladstone knew that the British Government and public
favoured Botha, his hends were in no sense tied by the
Colonial office,'and he rezarded it as his duty to select

oat
the man who enjoyed the widest support.

92. Steyn sounded a2 sobering note when he said: "Met die ‘
Unie van Zuid-Afrika is het millenium nog niet aangebroken.
Ven der Merwe ii, p. 231,

93, See Scholtz (b) , p. 29. "Solank die Transvaal en die
Vrystaat onder aparte regerings gestaan het kon dit tussen
hulle nie tot 'n botsing lei nie, Nou son dear egter een
Regering oor Suid-Afrika weesg.!

ki, Thompson, P Loh-k55,
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Botha's main problem in forming his Cabinet was: What to

do with Hertzog? It had- been impressed on Botha that Hertzog's

inclusion in the Cabinet might alienate English~speaking

25

voters., On the other hand if Hertzog were not included,
the Free State would be alienated. Botha's initial reaction
96

to that dileming was to send Smuts and F,S.Malan to interview

Hertzog to persuade him to accept a position in the Appellate

Division of the Supreme Court, but Hertzog refused. Smuts,

on behglf of Botha, then offered him the Portfolio of Justice,
97

which he accepted. wWhen Hertzog subsecuently met Botha,

he (Botha) did not mention the subject. A4s Hertzog rightly

-

the Frire Minister accepted me as a colleagzguel

The main opponents in the General Election which followed

were Botha's South Africen National Party (later to be known

(
99

as the South African Farty) and Jameson's Unionist Party of

South Africa, but in fact there was no policy dispute betw-een
100
Botha and Jameson.

95, Ibid., p. 457,

%. Cepe politician,one of the leaders of the erstwhile
Afrikaner Bondy a member of Merrimans Cabinet.

. Van den Heever, pp. 326 - 327; Smuts, p., 119;
Cloete, p. 2273 Van der Merwe ii, pp.2h2-245,

98. Van den Heever, p. 327; Smuts, p.119; Millin i, p.271.

99. Ileander Starr Jameson of Jameson Raid notoriety;
subsequently Cape Politician; Prime Minister of Caps
Colony (1904-1908),

100, Thompson, pp. 464= 465,



The elption campaisn did, however, conlirm ths vest divergence
of cutlook eristing between Bothes and 3muts on the one hand

and nertzog on the other - differences not only on educational

matters - but 2lsc on ths fundamentsl issue of the imperial
101

connexicn, In their election speeches Botha and 3uwut

stressed the lmperial zspect of Concilistion, Smats szid

South Africs should do everything
Zupire, which had ziven the Trangveal freedon'., BSotha ssid
that the Tipire had every reason to rezerd hin and his party
as her sons. There was a vast difference between those

statenents snd ertzogls reluctant and conditional acceptance

of the imrzerial tie, He gold that the zraent of esli-governuent
"reconclled ug to our loss suffered by the fortunes of wsr, and

if we zre no lonzer rermitted to be free republicsns, we cshall

pe and reweln free Britons and carry out our dutlies regarding

Jreat Britein —---- gso lonz as we are ziven the znrivilege of
working out our natiocnal salvation throuzn the recognised

102
ineans of awibonomy."

The outcome of the election - the South Africen National
Farty only had =2 majority of thirteen over sll ofther parties,
and Lotha and two other Cabinet Ministers were defeated in
theilr constituenciles - wags considered to be z rebvuif to the

103
Governmant,

101, There was also a radical divergence of opinion on the
cuestion of white iunrizraticn., while Botha geve it his
vuncualified suyyort Hertzog declared 'fhere is nothing
inore detestavle than the cry for luwmigration from the
outside'. Ibid.,p.463; also see Trollip, pp.l168-169.

102, Thompson, pp. 207-468. There was also a iarked difference
in tone - Botha's speeches wersz moderateé lertzogz recalled
the Jameson HKaid znd Jameson's support of tﬂel902 azltation

for the susrens1 on of the Care constitution.

«{_\)

103. Ibid., p. 479,
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The results showed thet despits Eotha's Conciliation policy
not many Bnglish sresking voters had voted for his parity.
avery constituency won by Botha's party contained a large
nuicber of Afrikzens-spesking voters; every constitusncy won
by Sotha's opponents conteined a large nuimber of Znglishe
speeking voters. The wejority of Afriksasners had certainly

1

the mgjority of Eﬂgllsh-srveKlD*
1Ch
voters had certainly voted for Botha's oxronents, Botha

voted for Lotha's party;

.

and Smuts were convinced thet Hertzoz's policies and statements

ral Fal
L

rad been the main reascon for thelr fallure to capture the
Enzlish vote. So that althouzh the Union had been launched

on a weve of optimisic it wes claar thet Rotha's Conciliation

pal
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n voters,what 1g more Botha

511 afrikeners had wholeheartedly
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the Union would depend %o e large

extent on the relations betwren Botha and Hertzoz and whether

.

they could agrees on a coapromise between the policy of concilis!

186
and the policy of yprotection fcr the Afrikener,

lU)*’r . l‘hifi vy Tl l+'7l...)_"’73

105, Bothez wrote to Steyn:'Hertzogisuwe is daar hepazsld die
oorsask dat ong hier ses setels verldor het -- UCok ny ale
Deetlwas 1s bepaald dearsan te wyoc. Van der lierwe 11i.
p.2kl; Van den Heever, p.252,
amu*s Wr tc to en Epzlish friend:M-- the thing that knockeg
us hadly was Gen,Hertzog's Educstion policy in the free
Jtcue, which the Tnzligh yreople resented ag directed
egzinst their racial ideals. It is very hard that Sotha and

Hull(H.Q,Bul 1,Cabinet Minister, who was also Jefeated)
b4

should he runi sbed *or a policy they have always resisted--

My 1nue¢b01ot on. Thoupson, . 479,

106, See Thompson, rp.kS8C-L31, The ultimate future of the
Union would of COLIQ&, as Thompson points out, degend on
the larger dssue of the relations of White 3South Africens

with their VD'L vured, Indian and Afrvican fellow-countryien.
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inopportune tiie for sotha, for there wss to be a hy-election

O
i<

the predominantly Inglish-speaking conztituency of

Grahamstoun on 9 December, Botha attached zreat importance

P

0 the result)as ne horyed thet it would gshow that his
Conciliation policy had made headway zmonga.t English-speaking
voters, Two days before the by-election, Hertzog made his
culmineting speech at De wildi, He stressed the fact that

r

for hiw South Africe came firgh., Imperialism, he said, was

with the Interests of 3outh Africa, he o.posed it
dugls who slweys talked of
hey were .1dle words --- Ie

had alwasys salid that he 1id not know what thsat Conciliztion
109 ‘

neant., The Boths Candidate at Grahsnstown was defeated
and Colonel 3ir Georze Leuchars, thz Minister of Couierce

end Industry and rublic Jorks, from MNatal, resigned, According

to Botha'se bilographer it wes not only ILeuchsars who contemplated

110 111
resisneticn; eccording to blerOh“g Burton snd Sauer,

frow the Cape wished t0 obtein =z zuarantes frowm Hertzog that

status of the Union without firet coneulting the Cahinet or
112 113
the Fremicr Sruts drew up Jrzf% leviter, which Filgscher

1069,  Nylstroom spesech, "The Star', 5,10,1912; Suithfield sp
"The Star®, lﬁ.lu 19123 De J 1d% speech, "The Star"
7.12.1912; ””outa A¢ﬂncan rarties and FPolicies",pp, 02-
Ven den IMVVuf, . 312+318; Bogalenburg rp. 257 - 266

11u. Henry Burton,iiinister of failuerys and Harbours (forimerly
Minieter of Native A faired

11i.  Jacobus J.S%ausr, iinister of Agriculture (formerly idiniste:
of Hailways ard ferbours.

-115-' 141'17(‘181’1}:)”}"“" e 2670

113, inister of tThe Interior.

not wake any further speeches dea2linz with the imperial
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@nat prompted Hertzog'e setions In 19212 end why did

they lesd ©o & «plit in the South African Farty? A wmamber
of the Cehinet, who su portaed Sotha's policiles put it as
follows: "Ae tine wenlt on Genarel Hertzoz convinced himself

[

that the Afrikesans-speakirz secticn was not getting the full

beneflit of thie principle of raoclial ecuality s laid down in

h

the Zouth Africsz Act and thet the Dotha Cgbinszt ~-~ did not

suivlecilently strecs the waslntsnance of tha*t rincirle ---

In Hertzog's ayves the official Concilistion policy was sremature,

Cnly by keeping the Zritish snd Afrikender cultures zpart

could the latter =35 the weaker and less ful
wlil?

two be seved Ifrom ebsorption, Forther, i1t should be ncted

tihet if Conciliation (and the ecval rights for both 3nzlich

end Afrikener sections iwplied in that policy) were to bhe

justly erplied 1t should have iesnt more recognition for

butch zs 2 languege and for the risnts of fthe Afrikaner, for
generally after the war ZInzlish as a lanzusze and the English-
speaking inheblitants as a zrougp, wers in a more {avoured

rosition., The achievewant of ecual rizhts for hoth sesctions
could obviously only hiave been achieved through some sacrifice
of the dominance enjoyed by the English language ard The
fnglish-speeking people in Zouth Africa; Botha was clearly
relvetant to countersnce guch a policy, as his aim was to

gain the confidence of the iEnzlish section, and meny Afrikaners
Telt thet the Governument was not doing sufficient for them,
Hertzog tried to rectify thet, -before Union, particularly

in the sphers of language end education = but when he tried

ecual rights were Tirgst realised, and consecucently

4

to ensure that

y

shifted the doctrine of co-operation into the backzround, hs

cane to be regzarded, by the Inglish-cpeaking section as the

of an extreme Afrikaner Nationalisw, and as

w3
®
n
O
[y
©
ct
e
o
b

such an embarrassuent to Dotha. Hertzoz had elreedy achieved

117 Fe3.kizlan, minister o luca? = the tilme
of the Hertzog chisis, 2.%e V111, Chap. XX1V,
o Ay,




that reputation before Union; after Union Hertzozism cawme to
anconpass more than just lanzguage and education and as wany
Afrikeners felt that they were beinz nezlected by Botha's
Coneciliation policies, hertgog‘s policies developed to the

10
stature of a political creed. There can also be little

doubt thet Hertzoz had been concerned by the events at the
1911 Imperisl Conference, where the cuestion of Imperilal
llederation had been raised, end zlthouzh Botha head repudiated
that scheme, he had nevertheless mede.it clear th
congidered the imperial tie to be close and bindi
addition the Unionists (in South Africa) had been spreading
the doctrine that South Africe's interests were subservient
to the Bupire. These tendencies were snathema to Hertzog, whe
believed that, even if the status ocuo were mainteained, there
was a 2reat danger of the Afrikesner losing his identity. The
tlie had come, Hertzog believed, to inake an unequivocal stand;
and there can be little doubt thet he was deliberately
provocative in the process.

The problems which had faced Botha's adwministration

during the first four years of Union had bsen well-nigh

120
overwheluing; dissension in ths Cabinet and schism in the
120
party; BEuropean labour disputes and industrial strikes;

122
unrest among the African and Aslatic inhabitants. Nor was ther

to be a hiatus, for the outbresk of the First World dag was

to have gerious repercussions in the Union.

pPs Pp. 6%, 70, 169,

|_Jn

roll

=

]-13. g 8 :

M

elow , pIgFm.i

t*

119. See

120, In June 1912 thsat had also been a Cabinet Crilsgis:
€onflict between H.C.Hull, the lMinister of Finance and
J.W.8auer, the then Minister of Hallways and Harbours,
led to the fcclfnatloﬁ of Mull from the Cabinet:
Walker (b) p. 54k,

Walker (b) pp. 553-5553; Millin 1 pr. 278-290; Smuts,
PP 130=133.

122. Walker (b), rp. 547-553.
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PIZ OUTHREAF OF Try PIR 0 w3 Ll WAk,
When Britain's uvitinatun to Germeny expired on the
night of % Auzust, the whole 3ritich Zmpire was at warg
there wag no cuestion of Zouth Africa or any of %the dowinions
1
revaining neutral.  IZven Hertzog, in 1914, sgrsel with Botha's

contention thet when Lritain was at war, South Africa was also

2

ipso facto 2t wear. But, being at war and rarticipating in
2

-~

»)

thet war were two diiferent watters, 2s Sir wilfrid Laurier

prointed out in a syeech In %

e Canadian House of Cowmons, in

Decenber 1912:

Y

1en ongland 1s &t wer, we are at wary but it does not follow

that because we are at war, we are actually in the conflict.

de

can be in the coniliict only throuzh two things, nacrsly,

actval Invasion of our scil, or the action of the rerliament
of Zanedag --=-. We were in the war with the Awmericabs.Colonies
we were in it in the war with the Awerican Lepublic in 1812—13;

o

the war with irance; we were not in

in the war with Turkey; we were not in it -- in the SoWdan

der of 1885, We might have been in thet, but 3ir John A,

T

cdonald, then lesder oi the Governument refused,
The Union, in 1914 was in a similar poeition; althouzh
e was sutomatically at wer when sSritain dsclared war, she

vld only be in the conilict 1f Scouth African troops were

rced to defend Union territory zs & result of s Gerwan

[§e]

(9%
L]

-

That had besen ggr=ed by the representatives of the dondinions
at the 1211 Imperial Confarence, S&abelow.f$-4+ws

In July 1911 while Bothe was still overseas after attending
that conference, '"De JOWAgtew' the offickal organ of the

South Af:lcan Farty in the Transveal, had embarrassed hin

by maintaining that South Africs had the rizht to reuwein
neutral in a war in whichh =writain was involved. 3Botha
repudiated that contention. Dominion neutrality in a war
involving Britein uas, he seid, simply unthinkawulejiioreover
no enemy could respect it. De Volksten 4.7.1911.G.0.3.5. V111
Chap. V111, pp. 7%7-748; OQost p. %23 Firow, p. 56.

s Van den Weever, p. 371,

Sir Wilfrid Tauriler,Canadian Statesmanj Frime Minister of
Canada.



36.
invesion, or by action of the Union rarlisment, The «orld
d@ar, coming as it 4id, only tuwelve yesvs after thz conclusion
of the Anzlo-30er Jar was bound to hzve a considerable lupac
o

on polivical aims snd forces in South Africa. Thae two wWhite

reconciled and o d=ep breach had

“
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ct
|
D
jin
n
ry
M
[o 7
3
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ct
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o
m
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APAN O
(1)

apresred in one of them. The Dnglish-speaking section could be
ected to clamour for particlpation inm the warj; the Afzikaners

could, st bect, herdly be expectzd to be enth

orpese the war and attemrt o realise their own aspirations.
. THE L.
A further factor wea that South Africsz, of all,dowinions, wes
ths only one whose territory waa bhorderad bv a German poaseéssion.

The effect thet the War had on the delicate South African

o]

situatioq{to a larze extent, depend on the actions of

on L Auguet, he gsent the following telegrenm to Hercoirt, the

in the event of hogtilities, ulches to sesurce you cl ite
nreperednaess to teke all such messures 2s way be necegsary for

the deferce of the Union.

5

Should Eis lajesty's Joverngent reculre the Inperisl troops

- -

now stetionzsd in “outhy Lirdica and who ore not ccornnected with the

~ -

arrison artillery, in any other part of the world, kinisters

I
L]
U)

See ghove Charter 1.
b) i

[N

. Welker (a) p. % %3 Engelenburg, p. 292,
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Wrhile the Union Cabinet uwas stlill considerinz the
implicationes of the telegram of 7 August, a wore urgent reouest
waes received from the Zritish Government on 9 Lugust:

sty's Government rezard as urgent necessity

seizure of coastal wireless statione at Swakoprurd and
luderitzbuehty this can only be effected in reasonsble tlie by

a Joint Wavel and Military expedition up the coast. Capturs

of long distance station Jindhoek, which is of grest inportence,

Q

rainast coaet stations or be

kel

pizht fo low znother exroiition

ca ried out indeperdently from interior, but this must rest

L
with your Zovernment,!'
After he had received the [irst recuest tc invale South-
Jegt-Africe, 3othe told his Cabinet thet he wag preparsd to
12
airee unconcitviona.ly to urdertake the caumpalzn, Jdhen,
however, 1t beceme srecarant thet not 211 wenbers of the Cehiney
13

agr=ed, Sotha adiournel the neeting; arparently the acting-
Governor Zeneral, Inrd De 7illizsrg was elso not in favour of

v

1
the caimpaign., .%.Malan felt perticularly stronzily about the
matter =nd considersd that it would bhe "a fatal nisteke! to
agrze to the rocuecst, Malsn had four wrain reasons for olposing

the caaraign: dn attsck on South-desi-Africa by South African

11. U.3. 46-16, Annexure C, p.113; Cd. 7872 5 dalker (2),p.0°3

12.Cloete,p.316. Cf.Zngelenbury,pp.20hamedk, where he states
that Botha only eareed Lo Gthe “ritish recuest u1uh the
utmost rﬂTuctfwc\h Th i

Lere is no dount that Cloete'z view is

the corr:ct one er ouotations fraw®.S.¥elan's diary sub-

; atb
stantiate ity Also =ae beIOW TP« #0401

13, 316-319.,F.38.tialensd.C.Van Heerden (Minister of
2) T.a.Theron ((Hnister of Lands) end iraaff
disry entries it is not clear which Graaffl
t wes nrobetly S8ir David qrnaLf) orposed an
outh wegt Africa by South African froops° See
5)y Cr. 503-504,

s

., g blqucTﬂu_ " De Villicrs w: 12
unharpy. e loz ] fearad war, He would have he
much more b esse if the Union hed waited to be attacked®

before leunching forth on eredltlu s into German

fecr tory. 7 aiier (a), 50k,

]

5 thoro
:
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s

forces was not necesgsary, frowm the point of view of the

inter

[

[

sts of the Unionj as the Germans hed not yet attacked

1.1

the Union, it would not ha in South Africe's interests to be

the agzregssor; South Africe needed 211 1t~ troops to rrotect
the U n against the Natives; sseling that their ouwn party

nio
was slready divided on the lssue, they could not expect the

ceorle of the Union to he nrsrered to 2o any further than the

w3 S

CGovernimant's initilal nessaze (i.e. that South African forces

wonld be responsible for the defence of the Union).

.
8}

o

wished to put the railwgy and telsgrarh lines in South Africa

)
cT
%,::"
e
ot
a9
*_l
jn]
n
Lds
-
(’2

il )

rosalsy o sllow Tritish troors in South Africa
to witldraw, and for South Africa tO be responsib
delence of the Country; he wonld not surrort any agitation

15
agalnst Sritain. fialan and the othar Cabinet ldnilsters
oprposed tn the South-wWest-Alrican expedition conteuplated
reglignation 1f potha insisted on carrying out his scheue,
iowevef, after discussing the watter with Van heerden and
sreaff, Melan decided thet theilr 2csignation would lead to
hc arpear's also bto
hgve hed second thoushts on the matver end arrived at the
conclusion that if they did not agree to undertake s campalgn
against South~wWest-Africa, they could be accu=ed of dishonesty,

the zassurence thet she could withdraw

h{
[N
ot
o
I
i
2

ag they had ziven 3
her troops fromw South Alfrieca, talan also discuaesed the

matter privately with Botha and made the Tollowinz points:

A

"If they seid 'Yeg' to Ingland, what would they say to

Ferliament? But,if they 4id not wicsh to flatly refuse the

=rd

b
| .
ot

ieh recuest hacgyse they 41d not wish to zive the Enzlish

15, Cloete, Tibe 313 - 319

6.  Ibid., 1p. 318-319., There was, howevar, notning in t
telsgram of & Auzust to indicate that the Union Govern:

hat cosmitted itself to anythinz other then deilence.
See above, pp.36-37.

he
en



in

5 Africa e lmpression thatl
anythingz, then he su;zested, that
Governrent thet 1If they wished to

Wegt, then the Unicn would helip wi

saw no chance of comwmandeerinz the

that he feared o recisl division (
in South Africa 1f it becare known
Sritain's recuscst for =21id,

arzw. ent that the Jrensvealars
the Taiser had refused Fresident b
the S-uth African wWar. Zoths con
eyvoressing the beliel that 1T the
fought togsther in the war they wo
17

Loz =ther.,

Whan thes Cablnet met on the I
Zothia read the <scond, mwore urzent

Governuent, e urged the Cabinst
that nezotiatons could he steried
tlalan, who hed arrparently not been

(“

4

cussion with Zotha, pointed out

of agreeing to the 3ritish recguest
made an earnsst arpeal for co-oper
arzweent thot 1 the Cabinet wers

the ropulstion on racial lines, I'a

He glsc used the

t they did not want to do
they inform the 2ritish

send an exgedition to 3South-
th volunteer troops. Le

psople,™ Botha replied

"zan rassen verdesldheidh)
that they hed refused

most unconvincing

sult

ed Dbecauss

ruger  entry to Cermany during
cluded his argursnt by

two races (&nzlish and ALrlkaa1
uld he more clossly bound

ollowing day (10 Auzust),
recuzgst froin the Zritish
tom gy . i an ]

(V3] ;_‘_\,76‘ 2 Spee(y ..“el,q_y, SO
with the NVaval authorities.
entirely convineed by his

the practical dirficulties

However, after Sotha had

ation and had strezssed the

not uvnanimous, it would split

lan agreed to compromise,

Lie insisted th:tknly volunteers should he used in the campaign
end that Farliawent chould be consulted, Smuts then helped
iralar draft their reply and (azcording to alen) it read as
follows: "--- inisters ere prrepared subject to_the aiproval
of Farlisment t0 assist the Inperial Jovernment in sendinz

an exrzedition of volunteers to carry out the objects contemplated

o}

on lines to be mutually azreed upon."

17, Ibhid.,r.319. Melen wrots in hig diary: ”Ven prachtize
politiek, doch Wij loopt gevaer voelinz net onze elgen
mensem te verliezen'.

18, Wy emphasis. Ibid., p. 321,
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\I‘

But the rerly sent to sSritain on 10 Muz@s§t was an uncondisional
athev

o

acceptarcs and maede no mention of rarllesient or volunteerss-

v aszree to co=operste wilh fthe Imperial

In hisg evidences beflore the Judicial Coununiesion of Incuilry
the =23l1d "—=we decided to dn thst work in
AYrica on ons condiltion vize that we ghould do

nothing wntil we hed {irst celle? Farlicment Sozether end than

f

Ferliasment could either z ;. rovz or disg;prove of it" ., That

Was, nowever, incoxrect for befors the "Spacisl Sessivn of
rarlisiient met on 9 Saeptemher extensive wililtery preparstions
had slready bheen made for th: expedition,. Sotha must have

realised thet his original stateunsrt wee menifestly untrue, for

; RN RN e S =t i AT AY FalR, B 3
ahead with the expediltion before rarl

1%, U.3, 46-15, dnnexuss © pl 113y 3¢ 7073,
ralen courented on the diTference habtwoen nig dreft
version and the version that wag sent; "In't antwoord
z0als verzonden werden de woorden 'on lines to te uaulually
azreed upon' ve wengen door 4= <laring dat de vlioot-
gedeelte van de S onler de 1
: inz en de de Unie™,
g NDWeVer teretlon uwas sode.

e
(o)
-

zl. : 9 to 1z Se;tehbar, but elrecady in wid-
2u Actlive Citizen and @fucne t ¥orce

Units haed heen calilied up for gervice “anvuh ere in South
Alrice, within or outsddie the Union". The mili?ary plsns
Tor the South Wesh Lfricaon Campaizn were finslised at a
meeting on 21 August. On 1 Jertemher Briz-Gen,lukin
larnded 2t ror® Nolioth with 2 force of 2,420 men to
0, erate againest the Southern border of <outh West Africa.
The orizinzl plan had z2lso been thst the force o attack
Iudzsritzbucht would leave Cape Toun before Farliament had
raf; thiy were, however, delayed until 1% 3z tembear
because no =zlecuate neval convoy wes avallable,
U,&.;E;li, P.2123 Uf3thé—lé; p. 73 walker (g),gp.§”2-§u3,
e H5006-5073 South Africa and the Jar, pr. Lo-13.
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case sar dauwent 4id not szgree ulth ouf policy, then of couvrsg
- T e P ] B I P PR, S
e ¢oudld not reweln In office any lonzer. 8 wouLo neve
~
Bt
o and the exredition would have Loen recallied",

It has bheen =zesertad t het Sotha, in 1914, had no option
but to agree to the British recuest; accordirz to thoss

P ~ e AL N [ . AT N e FotY e KN
accounts a South African atizck on Souti-dest-4frica, in the

]
o3
[

event of war, nhal been plarnsd, enx

A
-
-
Cenfrrence in Iondon in 1971, according to one gource,
otha, hiuself subsacuently (1. after the South dest Alfican
2k
Caupzeizn) edmitited thet that wer 8o, Cert these varsiong

22, UJ3. bo=lo, p. 362.

23 Vide "Dile Durz-art 20,2,17C3 "orie g
oorlog witbreck is =1 die meatreels ar
deprmee, ALlles wag voorof beskrywe, die dnval D1
des=Afriksa, die veroweping van DLJUQ—HOS Lirika. Seon
endicele ven dic mastreels van 1914 en 19215 kan spontacn
genoem word niz, ---0Ons deelneuws gan ie oorlo_ was 'n

[ean

®
a
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vooruit klezergeusekte nlan, ven die

Unie Pﬁrlonﬂnu om szam te Josn, al s¢ bs‘ekenm verloor het"

Also see Scholt%z (al, p. ;36; Uost, r. b2,
3choltz provides no evidaenca to oun«fﬁnf lat:

i

ment, "Die Burger's" article a.pesre to he hased on the
) d 'war Book' had beesp drawn

fect that in 1/,1 a go-calig :

ur (see Cos 4€ ses his stsztzment on that

and on st de after the war by two ﬂlthn

Cevinet Joyd Teorge =2nd Churchi ]l (see belowpws
Thoge Tfa 1ot, howmv@: prove thet a declision %o
attack S frica hal Teen talen in 1911 (See helowr

ot,  The gource is Dr,T,3eitz, Yovernor of
South Jaet Africa n the outh , The liayor of
Erielo (Smuts) he in Jouth e ‘ ¢z end Seltz had
gent bim back to sh = Union with a leiter suzzesting that
= 3Jouth Jeet Afrlcan of¢1c131"(3eglerup35fﬂt Carlowa),
who hed been on lesve in the ¥nion be sent back in exechange.
thet

a

e

Seltz hed thoavhh : T totha had any intention of
on »ut of the war, this would provide

cportunity to open n:gotafiouv. Whe
the South-des ic

1ed recelvad I

keerinz the Uni
with an idsal o
wat Botha =4 &

Cempaign,

Bothe rex g 2 rnd that he had
Ioplicetsd on\ | et Lt was too late t

as he nad oof Aigd sd the Unidn to participesi
War at the ly7],40nfrfnpce.

Seitz (a), b 33, (h) Fe ‘»Q"éo



Foat

Botha, accompanied b e Se Halan and 3ir Devid Greaff,

ad attended the Imperisl Conference in London in bay and June
. while the Conference was in session, the Dominion
delezates were swanoned to a seebing of the Connmittee of

Irgerial Defence, I any vlang were madle in 1911 in

b

connection with the invasion of Zouth-west-Alrice, they would

have peen dicscunsed et thet gothering and not gt the normal
26

seasslong of the Imperial Conference,

Sy 1911 the british Governwent had chae te regerd the
rosgibility of a2 war agsinst Gerzany as a very real danser,
and consgliderables prepasationes had been nade to dezl with that
eventue 11ty. On Toveumber 12, 1911, Hankey, then a
memner of the Fermanent Secretariazt of th

Defence, had uwritten a worandum entitled "The war Or

of the pBritish Znpire', which contzined a2 nunber of suggestions

for the fTubura develorpimernt of the BEmpliretls wrapesrationsfor ware
l i ol -

25, rit servetive~ Frime Minisher 1202-
i le for the ecstablidhiment in 1904
e ~rerial Defence, 1T wag brouzht
into existence ag & ueansg 0f co-ordineting the de fence
probleng of the whole Dapire: to consure thet peacc-time
preperaticne followed a consistent plern, and that in times
of emerzency a definite war policy conlﬂ be formulated,
The .rime Minister was 1ite invarioble ki eslﬁ nt with
"absolute discretion in the selection and varistion of
ltm mewberg", In practice Balfour and his “ubceqsors
_____ smoned regularly to La“ moetinzs those Cshinet inicters
dnq leaders of the Tiz! 2 Berviceg wiho were eseclally
concerned with the wider zspects of I jerial DLL9n0¢~
other Uinisterg, Cfflcers and 021101“]? were asked LO
attepﬂ, ad hoc, according to the nature 0l the bUQLM@Sh-
1L foDaLfnt Secratarist was the cornev-stone of the
Lttans, te Conmittes's function was tche a pursly
ory and consuntative cne,
2y, (2) fre OM=23, (h) 1, 45-50 (Harkey waz the
sent Secretary of the Joamittee of Imperial Defence
212 to 19 ols memher of the Secretariat from
CB); A 135-

28, Sees od, F7NF 33.

The Minutas 1al Confevance havz hesan published-
Farlizmentar cat Tritain) 1911,C1,5745, but
ther= 13 no hlighed wecord of the nrocsedings
0L the Coruld & .

27 o Locording to . the dritich Goverrnent hal by 1909
slrealdy Minv 1 the whole of the zround covered by
a pogzsihle w eITIENY . ——=The next nhisse wag one
of deiailed ion.,  Ascuith p.né
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o

asserted thiet active rerticipation in the war was a wmatter

which could only he decided hy the Dowinion racliscuents.

would not offer their wllitary =nd navel co-operstion.,

-r 1. . d. 3 e T 1 . 1, T R - ey oo = .
Henkey's suzeation that e 'Wer Book!' showld be conpled was

. ] - g DA . 1 L2 A s ST G
s;perently alsdo accepted; eaccowiin: to hin, rot opnly did the

i

Lritish Governwment put that scheme into ellect, but by the

outbresk of ware, 2il tis Jowinlons hed zlso couplled sone form
.
52

zi s tihiec cuestion of attacks on the

]

gerngn Colonies was concerned, there ig, on thz baclg ol the

u 4

availanle evidence, notainz fto indicate that any definita

o

were maede., Henlbzay weintsins: "Thare was onz cusstion

)

tiis working out of plans for tae captuvre of {the Jernan Coloniles,

- R . e S T A 3 = R T -
J.ZuedBeely, who wes the Sritish Jecretary o

1712 to 191% also meintsins thet =lthouzh "every poscelnle form

of eneuwy sttzck on the Wwags considered, -- no single
2
po)
P o 1 . Al aa i T - .
scheme of attack by us on others wae tiouzht out or crerarsdh,

-

Ageulthy, on the

had bsen resched z:d the relations between the =-- Dominion

forces ~~- and the I perial zr.y snd navy, end the parts whether

in the way of ztiszck or defencs which they would respectively
be called uron to play in the 2vent of war presented 2 numtear
3. Ibid., p. 130;  EHenkey (b) 1, p. 130,

3h.Inid, i. pp. 86=37.  Harkey puts forward = convincing
regson why thet wes not dons. According €2 him one
objlection raised to plans of that sort was the f:zeling
that "an] the atteck of al possessions
r d i sion o > In'side-
0 i Continen sxredition®,
35. Seely. p. 137, The biozraphers of ', 7..alan and otha
also raintein thet no such [lens hod Seen drswn up
pefore the wer. Vide Cloete, p. 2573 ©Bniolenb.rg.
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L7,

ﬂﬁzmﬁd
would be thresctened if the Gouth—;esp~coast

renained in Jerman honds and it was considered that the
Jrng-range wireleas stations in ithe zvea hed to hz silenced.
The officiel South Liriczn war History states: " --- it was
necessary to take Limediate measures to oshtein control of thse

South~destern sezboard and harbcurs sco a« to leny the eneny

]

lank of the

{ana)

7y coszst on the
suroreen-Oriental line of ocean coinunicatlion. Von Sree
“he South Atlentic
were long ranze wireless stations at 3Swekopuwvnd and Luderite
horbrure; end, 1f the enemy covld estoblish =ubnerine and

it wonld coneiderably inconveniencsa
the Zvropean-<Snuth African line and in the event ol the Suez

Canal closurse, the entire Turopean-Orientesl line of ocean

cormurication Hpujd he g " fectad from a trade or a wmilitary
40

dest Aifrican Cemyaign wa=s gert of a lsrzar stratesgzical plan,

the nalin objlect o1 which was to Jdeprive sarnen lavy of

its colnnial haces and wireless stations, Put how w=11
1 7 2 1 b

eculired waere those bases =nd hoypowsrul ard relliable were

¢
4 B T BN K ] / 1y . 4. 3 oy -
the wirelsse stetions?e An other worls, how iugcrtant a

factor wa= the etratezic conelderation? L Tormwer Governor

O
e
[P
D
%
o

--=- there were in ths
stations, --- ne hzrboure for U-doats, Thers were no narbour
ortificatiors, no «<hore bhatteries, --- no places in which
sersan wavehiryrs could have lein In safety and taken in cosl,

Wnen the war hroke ont the few =rall waerehiyps which 3id

hegrren to he ir the neizhbo rhand of the Jerman Coloniss in Afrk

L1, The Sonth-west African Campeign was but one of six such
Colonial cperstions th of the

0
stione authorised by a sub-Comul
Briti~h Cabinet., I'he other five were agszinst th
Jerman Colonies of Togoland, the Cawercons, Tang
Germen New Juinea =snd Jerdan Sanoa.

ope 181-1823 Naval Operestions i
y D 507.

Yzet fAfrica, subsecuently (i. eftex the war) stated:
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5C.

Jineton Churenill 1

P ST T ae B L TR e P S 4 ~ oyt
SDothes Yin 1212 waen he vsturrned fron g visit €0 Geruany ---

he warned ne nost garnestly of the dengerous mood prevalling

" . R4 3 - g e . s T Rl B e A
thers, 'tind you ere r=ady', he g2id, ===~ 'I can {cel that tucre

day romes I an zoling to he ready too. dhen they athtack yo I
2 20inz Lo atteck Gerwon Soubth=uest Africe an’ clear them out
52
s
once end fcr z11' W
Why was gothe <0 eazer 0 concuer South~-d=st aAlrica?

Wag 1T bhecause 1t weg considered to be a threst to Sovth aAfrica -

capture

't should

o
*—‘l
}-—.l
1t
T

<
O
o)
=i
)
3]
[and
)
s
o]
3
-3

would bhe esqentizl to the stal
2t the outset he stresged thet Irow o willitery point of vieuw,
the Union hsed little to fear from Gerien South-iest Africa in

o
o
Pard

not yet definitely known to what eutent Smrts Influsnced Zotha's

\Sm

criticeg often accuged hia of being

the tilwe veg not yet ripe for thath, Indeo=d Smuts, even before

the outhreak of the Anglo--ozr war hzd consglidered thz rrosrect
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. See Spoelstrz, p. 347-343, ¢, 323-38k,
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Saily weil, 14.1.1307.
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L intezral part of

letter made durinz the 3outh

wweln in Augwvst 1915%®  YThe
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“he Trengvasl

which helongs 0

le for A
and stock-rasising®,
58. See ciove por(ouvotation from Yerais, p. 319)
52,  In fuguet 1915 (alter the saful concln
South=~uwest Afvican Ceigpaily 2upressaed th
views in a gpesch¥ There 1 the prospect
Union of South aAfrica can coue n y twil
before, If we stay ] r o 2n poundsrcil
not stay where they nd w 1 leave
children 2 pagznific . QUD in
Te 211, It i1¢ &lso tha » Suuts
surzeatad the vandsa the ace Sonference in
1919, he clearly di: het
South=-west Africag; 1 inte
territory should b&CO“ the
(n) 1, :p. 520-521; 3u 229=2
I"ote also Lths strong vid which Smuts
incorporation or Sonthern Bhodesia in +;
Firet World Jer., Walker (b) pp. 995=-

ek telezram
v shated: "Jou w111
upied nust be
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inhabitants of South-west africa, fnere were about 2,u0

Don-Germens 1n the territory, mostly Afrikeners, many of whon
08

lo=Bosr .J=ar.

Thess Afrilaners who retsined thelr own langue ege, church and

69

traditions were regsrded with suspicion by many Germans.

‘i sources are egreed thst there were only about 2,000 regulsr
7 .
Ay

- P & 2. P N > 0. .y 2 . L )] ' 1 . 5 .
troops ir the ferritory in 101N when ver broke out, The
wilitery strenzth of the Jeriens in Souith-weast Africa on the

dar wae thersfore anLL ible compared to thszt of the

sne territory had Leen

sovernriient circles, that if war 214 cowe, the Tate of the .
Colonies would be decided by what happrened in Lurope. A German

72
Journalist who %es

ore the Judicisl Couwndession of
lowingz account of & conversstion
he had hed iIn 1907 with Dr.Dernburg, the German lMinister of
Colonies: 'ﬁie steted) -- that if war 31d br sk ouit in Surope

1,

then the ultimets fate of the Colonieg uwonld e decldad, not

1.1

in the Ccolonizg then
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1

1t would be far wiser in the opinion of ths Imzerisl Government
not 4o malinvein a large force ol ftroops in the Colonies, and

rarticulerly in South-West Africes. To keepr large Torces there

67, Jeitz (a), p. 95 C.EH.B.3. viii, pp. 70%-709;
Trumpdauann passim,

69, In 1908 2 i.ber of the “cio“qta; declared: he '3oer
fuestion' is fhe most important aquestion in 3Jouth-west
Africal, Tfumip1n9nn, 5;. 152-153 .

70, izi, p. 7033 3eitz (2), p. 135 30
Te 12 in adGition there wers a
accordirz to Seltz, 3, v0 not al

ainedy the Officiel South aAfrics
there wer: 000 edult melzs, w0~

71 Seitz . (a), Dp. 13.

72, #eCLWHe Berthold,
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thet the Union would not invsd- Cerritory in the cgvent of
T o T ey T b o5 ™ H X b 3

War, e Chiencellor, ann=iollves told 2eitz in

oy o ) i b RES Ty 3w s E A O PN T3 o~ [
Steatsselretin 30lf, who hed vi~ited the Union earlier in the

- o R PR ey oy
year, 302L bad «roliun U0
wilitary forces in South-ws

. sethnarp=-Tiolluwes considered

r

5 J- T - 3 e . ey o— o - . I NN N 2 - PR
thiet Zothe wovld not have mede guech 2o o' ghbavant If he were

JVVDJ‘ ’nv

truorse gwaere of Lie
growing »ocetility on pert of seny promins Jovth Alricsans

towards

arperzntly rersisted right ur to the outbreszk of the war, for
on 2 Auzust, Zeltz recelved the following telezraw from the

Colenial binister: "ieassurcz settlers Colonies not in danzer.®

>y
y

iehn, i

¢

7k, "Die Kolonien mussen in der Nordsee vertsidizt wer
Seitz (a), p. 1.

79. Seitz (b, rp. 21-22. &n inhabitent ol Zermen Soufh-uest
Africe hae 2lso exrressed the view that the rermen Sovern-
ment 4id not oell we thet Britain wouvld fizht a Colonial
War. Vile Jern Q{?,,.J:. Yo confirration of thet view
conld be forn in the official Zerisn 1®cz"rntc (ITOCS“
iolitik and Deutsche Dokumenta zum v eam@bruch)

0)y [z. 81=83.

~3
O\
*
2
D
e
.
N
~~

Ea)

. Uoervhict Andsiedler, Schutzzebiets suacer Iriegaszefahr®.
~J
Ibid.p.91ly Seltz (85 r.h.  The Governor oi ‘rerian Zast
Lfrice received a similer telegram

rarl on 2 Auguist,ADS. .03,



Seitz did not agrse, bult et the same timec he felt that there

pal
ageinst tone Uniony the militery forces at his disposal wsre

clearly not suflf icient for that purpose and, in eddition, they
70

werce badly egulpiped. Under the circumstances, he felt that

unlese the war ended very :Q:JJWI (which he ceonsidered uniikely)

4
1

thie only hepe Tor the Gerumerng in Jouth-West Africa would be an
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the German |
;

dressgsed to the

Jermen Foreisn Cffice had recoumended thet atrempts should be
made Lo atir up revelus in Indlse, Bzypt and South Africa 1f war
0~
Oy
between Sritain aiid Sermany broke out. If a revolt in 3outh:

Africa wers to be fomented with Jerran aid, the ilupetus would
obviougly have to come from 3Jouth-dest africa, and azlthoush Ss itz
doege not menilicon 1t, 1t 1z likely that vhe above reccunendation

wes commiunicated to him, Seitz, when he propossd ths idea of

a Germean su ported Afrikaner rebellion found that the Commander-
n-Chief of the rezuler troops in South-Jest Africa,

Uberstleutnant Von Heydebreck, was orrosed to the gcheie;

7% Seitz (a), p. 27, 1o in 1216 ieclared: "The inpression
which I zained wh ss there (ir South-Jest Af rjca) was
that the Gerwans plzn, intention or power to declzare
war fromw that co -—— " UG, h2-16, 1. J5

790 %eitz (a), Ee 2;’0

o0, "Dem Auswgrtigen Lt beehre ich mich, anljegend einize
Gesichtspunkte riilitdrpelitischer Art zu Uberreichen,
denen ich ven militipiselen Stendpunkt aus Wichtizkelt
beimesse ---~ , Es mussen Versuche gemscht werdsn einen
Aufstend in Indien zu entfaechen, wenn ISnglend als unser
Gegner aufritt. " Dasselbe ist in Aegypten ZU versuchan,
Zbanso in den sudefrikanischer Dominien.' Deutgche
Dokumente 11i, [p. 124=-125,



Jon feydebreck wag of the opinion that it woul
Tor Sermane and Boer rebels to work tozethor
Seitz, however, overcaue Von Heydsebreck's oppo

the war,

tieg to fonent r
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53 See helou (D, 67-68.
force Col. S.G. (MisMie
}ermﬁﬁ authorities in 3 n=-dea e
obtaln Gernen gid Tor an Afrl
with ac eatisfectory (fro. F

LUt

in r.oog
baner repellion
ig point of vieuw)
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'roval in the Uniony the attitude eadopted by certeln

telen no part ir rolitics in the
>
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o 1910, znd he had tzlen little
Cauwpzisn,., B3otha meny other

favoured Beyers for of Spesber din the Tiret Uniop
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57,

Farlisuent, but he

July 1912, after the

Beyers ned been arrointad ags Jorwandant-Teneral, In Auguet

orie ovarsgess to atudy the aillitevy

.sen countries;

From July 1912 %o the outhreak of wer he had not tsken an

active part In politice, hut his bilogrerher on rather fli.asgy
eviderce, raintainsg that even after the lertzos-split, he

8
rewained & SoUna supuostar, There are, houwever, contrary

2

policieg of ~tha on’

3t s. Lenys Heltz , dn his book

"lreiking On," tells of en occasgion durlr

5 Dus zrzrarently Lo the atiltude adorted by the Czpe and
f'res State politicians in Soths's party. lierrimen, in a
ceuc#s mesting, argued that ell the hizh positions should
not 0 to the people of one .rovince; =a:carently the
free Staters D0 7 ' T the
pomlnation o 1t the
Speaker of il 13 0o
Ingelentvrg, 2

Do Scheltz

7. .Lbi_l o9

V1€‘] '\."..’V, PRGN T S
surport for an élflkdﬁ@! r

O, De 2 Jcholtz basgs hieg shatcient on
he Jlerk the Louse of Ascenmbly,

ayers on 3 913, in rcply to an

from hiwm,in which Hofmeysr cstotes: "k

Jertgog zijn ko verloren heeft",
2ted 22.6.191%; vhich

ti7] tru=ted Beyers snd considersd

is

y Tolliovers.
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, that bevers W
TLe views
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Trznevesler beirz reluctant to surport the policies of a frze
Steter, whe Tollowing womparks made by Deyers in a letier to
Steyn, in februery 1710, sesm to indicste thet he would not have

the policies of a frge Steters: VIk

verleng ol om een bisvjle politiek ven pijn Iresident te nooren.

Ik hoor net, dat warn=er wij een dsy van die ou rooi vlsag
verloct zijn uvwe gesondheld u weer zal toelaten de ‘'voor-touw!

_Ld

te nepzn ---" 411 in 211, therefore, 1t 1s unlikely thsat
Deyerg was 20211 a supporter of Dothe's policies in fugust 1914,
Seyers wacs Informed ol the

Africa c<hortly after the Csbinet

he dmmediately intis
an expedition, 2 2len told Dotha thet elthouzh he dissirproved
of the Cablnet's declsion, he would notl regign or take any o

action until rarlisient had decided,

cd to have two meetinoe of wilitary

(]
(o]
@]
<
(’
D
'.Z"
&
~
r+
3
[
3]
=
i
‘_)
T

tiie one would he g weeting
of the Trangvesl Comusndante, the other 2o meeting of Permanent

rs took plece,

- : e e
e
A}

16, 3choltz (2), p. 271.

17 . See above $,2)

17, Steyn Fepers, cuotsd by Thorpson, p. 450,

151 TU.4. h2-16,p.351 (20tha's evidence) jScholtz (&) ,rp. 232-
2533 Bngelenburz, p. 297.

20, Thset Hwo rcetings were lanped (and hel?) is cleer from th
evidence o0 4.2 3t°ien,63ief Clerk in the Jepertuent of
Defence {(U.3.%2-186,p.209) Botha, howcver, in his e’i”once
gave thes luiression that only one UCVLlDJ -0 AE=Nals
wes held (Ses Lelow py. The meeting of To.w
ceiled to ewilain the iuplications of ths
1 nz tihe countyry and 5n3+ Union forces

for the def shce of, efﬁ mdintenance

ign. Aétuql ly that Campai n wae net 4 ‘Sbu rsed at
r of the meetings U.G.L2-16,p.209,0.35C,58e below pp.

”&()Q‘}—ri')
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cording to Lemp, he told him that he had alrealy discussed
the matter with Swuuts, and 3muts bad siwgly gaid: "Com Koos,
R4 : 27
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te haastigh, Fewr sent a telegvan to Devers, but Deyars
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had 1e

speciglly for thet purrose, but should you
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ceived news of Je Ia fley's

sfore he received newp's megsaze. C.J. Greeff, who wzs related

If's letter, Beyers wrote to De La ley on

igust:s "ilattere are gserious and I shorld liks to discuss

with you, I do not iean that you wuszt coume to Iretoria

"
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coming to iretoria.
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kind == to let we know and to cowe and see we at

lece M In a postecript sSevers informed hﬁm of the
FO

sed meebing of the Cowwandants on 1% Auzuet. Affer

ing tTewp's telegren, 2eyers sent a telegram to De La Liey:
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ibld., ve 1363 U.G. 10-15, p. 11, If ¥ewp had p¢PMl°ed
t % 5 iy would he wish to Lu;OCm
’he only aprarsnt explensghi on
thelr “laﬁs v Ld
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By J.CoJuba, the lezistrste st Lichtenhurz. See 3.6. 1-15,
r. 177 (Juta's Zvidence); Jebb, ppr. 13-1h
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71.

that was achieved by the Government spokesmen,was that they
obtained a promise from De La Rey that he would not do anything
rash at Treurfontein on 15 August. | De La Rey returned to

his home a sadly disillusioned manj; up to 13 August he seems

to have been under the impression that the Government would
support a movement to recover the country's republican
indepengence. On his return to Lichtenburg, he told Kemp::
"Louissget nou sy rug vir ons gegee'; for some reason he was
more bitter about Smuts's attitude and said of him: "Hy het

ons verraai".6o De Lg Rey ségg messages to the burghers to . |
come unarmed to Treurfontein and as he spoke only in ggneralétie

the meeting on 15 August passed off without incident.

57. According to N.J.Pretorius (M.P., for Witwatersberg District
Trangvaal and a Colonel in’the U.D.F.) De La Rey told him
in Pretoria at this time: "I hsve been called here by ‘
General Botha, who has said the meetings must stope ----
The meetings will be considered as postponed for the o
present., But the same thing will happen again later on.

(U.G. 42-16, p. 639 Apparently Beyers also advised De La
Rey to be careful, Scholtz (b), p. 50.)

58. See above ppés-bbAlso Webb, p. 12

59, Botha,
60, Kemp, p. 139.

61. According to a numher of eye-witnesses, there were about
eight hundred men present at the meeting and they only
noticed one men with a2 rifle., See S.C. 1-15, p.168, 173;
U.G. %2-16, p. 205, On the other hend, Mr.L.J.Rabe states
that he and four companions had bhrought their rifles and
ammunition and they had -hidden them in a cart; he believes
that other men did the same. Personal informastion
received from Mr. Rabe.

62. A personal friend of De La Rey, who was also a staunch
Botha gsupporter, Senator S.Marks accompanied him to the
mzeting. He was probhably sent by the Government to
exercise a restraining influence on De Le Rey., The burgher
regarded him as De Le Rey's 'Oppagser'. 0Oost, p. 102.
According to Kemp, the Government feared the consequences
of the Treurfontein meeting to such an extent that news-
papers were given instructions not to publish any account
of the meeting, Keump. p. 140,
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¥ 73

number of officers and Commandants were violently opposed

to the Government’s plens; that was evident even thoggh the
South-West African Campaign had notjbeen discussed.O How
widespread was that opposition? It is difficult to say exactly.
.Maritz, who undoubtedly exaggerated, told a friend in his
district after he had returned from Pretoria: "The Government
wants to take South-West Africa, but we have had a meeting in
Pretoria of gixty o0ld republican officers and of these there
are no legs than fifty-eight against thehproposed attack. In
fact only ngha and Suuts supported it" . One of the
Commandents present, who probably also exagzerated, subsequently
declared: "With a few exceptions the whole meeting was ageainst
participation in the war."69 Botha,on the other hand,stateg
that the overwhelming majority agreed with the Government.7
Botha, nevertheless, was sufficiently concerned about the
matter to invite all the officers and Commandants to his home
that evening, where he spoke to them persuasively agd warned
them of the consedquences of their hostile attitude./l Botha's
arguments were not in vain, for some of the men, who had

72

opposed the Government's policy, changed their attitude., .

66, U.G. 42-16, p. 351, Botha told the Judicial Commission:
"I must confess that to my surprise I could plainly see
thet day a decided spirit of unrest szmong a certain section
of the Commandants who were evidently opposed to our view,"

67. U.G. %2-16, p. 7% (Evidence of P.G. De Wet).
68, Gen, C.H, Muller.

69, Muller, p. 195.

70, U.G. 42-16, p. 351.

7l. U.G.42-16, p. 351 (Botha's Evidence)., Not all the Officers
and Commandants accepted that invitation. Beyers, Kemp
Maller end Maritz certainly did not go. Muller, p. l9é.

72. C.H. Muller wrote as follows in this connection: "Wat daar
(at Botha's home) toe gebeur is, weet ek nie, want ek was
nie daar nie. Maar om elfuur reis ek met enige van hulle
wat daar was en wat in ong vergadering so sterk, teen die
politiek van die regering gewees het, saem in die trein,
en toe wil)\ hulle net Duitsers skiet", Muller, p. 196,



Various Officers and Commendants also utilised the
opportunity to discuss their plens to deal with the current
situation. It has been suggzested in fact, that Beyers
sumnoned some of these people to Pretoria specifically with
that object in mind. Botha told the Judicigl Commission:
"Another thing which gave me cause for suspicion was that when
the Commandents came together, Beyers fetched Maritz up to
Pretoria. There was no real reason to call Maritz away from
his duties at all, to come and attend a meeting of Commandants
here in Pretoria, Meritz had received orders to prepare for
ths training éamps under his charge at Upington and in view
of the condition of affairs generally, his presence wasg obviousl
required in his own digtrict. Yet here he wag in Pretoria",

2 Can Botha's evidence in this connection be accepted?

If there were only a meeting of Transvaal Commandants, as Botha
asserted, Maritz's presence in Pretoria on 14 August would
certainly need some explanation. But 1t appears that there

werg)in fact, two meetings in Pretoria on that day - one of

73. U.Ge 42=-16, p. 353. According t0 Maritz, he was summoned
to Pretoria by Beyers. (Maritz, p. 68), but that, of
course, does not mean that he was necessarily summoned for

~ulterior motives, DBeyers was Maritz's Chief and it would
surely have been the nornal procedure for him to summon
Maritz and other officers to such a meeting. ,

It has also heen asserted (by Prof.Leo Fouche) that
Maritz's original appointment in the Defence Force had
been made on the recommendation of Beyers, and thet it had
been sanctioned very reluctantly by Smuts as a result of .
the repeated and urgent demands of the Commandant-General
(U.G. 10-15, p. 7). When he appeared before the Select
Committee, Fouche was questioned gbout that statement,
but he could provide no proof to substantiate it, beyond
stating that the Prime Minigter and the Minigter of
Defence were aware of that fact (8.C. 1-15, p. 7).

Botha, in his evidence before the Judicial Commission

did state that Smuts "did not see his way to sppointing
Maritz", but Beyers insisted on the appointment (U.G.
42-16, p. 355). On the other hand Major J.M.Baker (Staff
Officer for-General Staff Duties) stated that the
Department of Defence had no record of any recommendation
being made by Beyers (S.C. 1-15, p. 343). There the matte
mist be left, except to note that Maritz, in his book
stated that he was offered a commisgion by Smutg. As
Maritz made no effort to conceal any of Beyers's other
 intrigues, it is difficult to see why he would have done
so in this ingtance, (Maritz, p. 65).-



74
Transvaal Commandants and the other of Staff Officers.

Botha also stated that Maritz, had already, before 14 August,
received his orders to prepare for the training camps. 3But,
according to the Chief Clerk in the Department of Defence,
Magritz only received those instructions from the Minister of
Defence on 14 August in Pretoria.75 The Government also
apparently wished Maritz to be in Pretoria, at that time,'tg
discuss the proposed South-West African Campaign with him.7
It would appear therefore that Maritz's presence in Pretoria
was required by the Government for military reasons and that
Botha's implication that he was summoned by Beyers solely
for ulterior motives, can be discounted. On the other hand,
there is no doubt that Beyers made use of Maritz's presence
in Pretoris to discuss the current situastion with him - a
discussion wgich had nothing to do with official military
exigencies.7' There were private meetings in Pretorié, at this
time, between Beyers and De La Rey, Beyers and Maritz, and
Beyers and Kemp. What matters were discussed at these meetings?
Was the conspiracy against the Government (a conspiracy which
later developed into an armed rebellion) conceived at these
meetings?

There is no first-hand account of the meetings between

Beyers and De La Rey. Kemp, however, 18 of the opinion (although

7h4. See above p.b2.
75. U.G, 42-16, p. 209 (Bvidence of A.E.Basden).

76.  According to Maritz, Smuts and Col.Skinner (Chief of the
Intelligence Department) interviewed him in connection
with conditions in South-West Africa (Maritz, pp.69-70).
Maritz was also Informed officially (probably by Smuts) of
the Government's decislon to invade South-West Africa.
(UoGo Lf2-lb, po 133)0

77 o See below pp77-78; there can also be no doubt that Beyers
wanted De La Rey to be in Pretoria at a time when the
Commandants and Officers would be there - what other
reason would he have had in informing De La Rey of those
meetings?  See Above p.bb
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hesitate to make the fuilest use of the incident as a justific-
ation for their invasion of German territory. On 21 August
the following bulletin was feleased: "German troops from
German-South-Wesgt Africa had crossed the border in the
neighbourhood of Ngkob and had invaded Union territory, where
they were entrenching themselVes".102 At the Special Session
of FParliament In September, Botha cited the Nekob incident as
an indication of the intentions of the Germang to invade the
Union and used it to bolster his case for a South African
attack on South-West Africa.103

On 21 August another frontier incident occurred in the
region of Schuitdrift,on the Crange River. Immediately after
the cutbreak of war, Seitz had issued a proclamation that all
farmers and cattle had to move away from a strip fift%hkilometers
widé, along the Southern border of South-West Africa} Three
families of South African Citizeni?sliving in tﬂat area tried
in vain to obtain permission to return to the Union with their
cattle, They then decided to take matters in their own hands
and to cross the border into Union territory. They were
p-ursued by a German patrol and when the patrol camg upon them
on an island in the Orange River, near Schuitdrif%? they were
ordered to return. When they refused, shots were exchanged, a
German sergeant was killed and the South Africans got away.107

This incident 1like the Nakob incident was obViously of no great

gignificance and constituted no threat to the Union.

102. Rand Daily Mail, 21.8.1914; Scholtz (b), pp. 71-72. The
bulletin gave the 1more951on that a considerable German
force had invaded the Union and, %he gituation was serious,
which was of course not the case at all,

103. Bee below pg- 83-84

104. Oelhafen, pp. 25-26; Scholtz (b), p.75; Also see U.G.
10-15’ po 9-

105, Iiebenbergs, Kennedys and Kriels.
106, The island was in Unilon territory, the boundary at that

point was the highwater mark on the Northern bank of the
river.,

107. U.G. 42-16, pp. 57-59; U.G., 46-16, pp. 12-13;
. Scholtz (bs, ppe 7h- 75
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The two Houses of Farliament were summoned to meet on
9 September to consider the Union's obligetions in the War,
in general and the proposed invasion of South-West Africa, in
particular. According to one member of the South African Farty,
the majority of M.FPs. from that party ggge opposed to that
invasion when they arrived in Cape Town,ubut were persusded by
Botha and Smuts, in a caucas meeting to support'their pol%gy.

Botha in his speech in the House said (inter-alia):
"They were an ally in the Eritish Empire, and that BEmpire being
involved in war, South Africa wasg ipso facto also iﬁvolved in
war with the common enemy --- ., There were only two possibij}ities
The one possibility was one of faith, duty and honour.  The
other one was of dishonour and disloyalty --- Their duty and
their conscience told them to be faithful and true to the
Imperial Government in every respect in this hour of darkness
and trouble --- and to take all measures necessary for defending
the interests of the Union and co-operating with His Majecty's
Tuperial Government to maintain the security and integrity of
the Empire," He also described the Nakob incident as a casus

belli and informed the House of the Imperial loan of £7,000,000

.

108, H.C.Hull, who hed resigned from the Cabinet but not from
the party in 1912, On 27 August 1915 during the 1915
General Election Campaign, he addressed an open letter to the
voters in the Barberton-Cerolina Constituency and declared
(inter-alia) "--- De meeste Parlementsleden der Z.A.P,
waren tegen de inval toen ze in Kaspstad sankwamen---"
De Volkstem, 27.8.1915,

109, Ibid. ; Engelenburg, pp.304-305; Neame, p. 167;
scholtz {b), p. 90.
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110
to the Union Government. Sir Thomas Smartt, leader of

the Unionists,sipported Botha's speech and declared that "The
Government had a right to expect the full supgport of the people
of the country”.l11 Smuts,in his speech,referred to the
necessity to silence the wireless stations in South-West Africa,
and pointed out that those stations menaced shipping round the
South African Coasts. The question to he decided, said Smuts
was "whether we are going to do our duty, not only to ourselves
‘but to the whole world ----, The question is whether this

‘military autocracy is going to be 'baas' or whether we are

'going to keep the liberty for which we have sacrificed much

- Dblood, Hertzog opposed Botha's motion and while admitting

that South Africa was at war as a result of the War between
Britainband Germany, he still did not regard it as South Africa's
War, He proposed an amendment to Botha's motion: “that this
House being fully prepared to support all measures of defence
which may be necessary to resist any attack on Union territory
i1s of the opinion that any act in the nature of an attack or

which may lead to an attack on German territory would be in

110, F.V.Engelenburg, whose biography of Botha is sympathetie
towards him, criticised this speech on the following
main points:-

He omitted to accentuate the threat posed to the Union's
ocean routes by the Windhoek wireless station; he
neglected to point out that it would not he in the
interests of the Union to allow any but South African
troops to occupy South-West Africaj %he public was left
in ignorance as to whether volunteers or commandeered
troops were to be used; Engelenburg considered that he
should not have mentloned the Nekob incident or the
Imperial loan. Engelenburg, pp.lobﬂ&fl

111, Col., F.H.P, Creswell, the leader of the Lsbour Party,
while gtating that his Party did not approve of war,
agreed with Botha that South Africa was duty bound to
render every asslistance in the struggle.
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conflict with the interests of the Union and of the Empire".

With the Unionists and the Labourites supporting Botha's
112
motion, 1t wes passed on 12 September by 92 votes to 12.

Parliament had given its approval to the invasion of South-
113
West Africa by Union troops.

112, House of Assembly Debates (Special Session 1914) passim;
The Star 10.9.191%, 11.9.1914; Engelenburg, pp.Jesde;;
Van den Heever, pp.3¥1-313 ; Millin i, pp. 307-309;
Scholtz (b). pp. 90-95.

113, Harm Oost was in the Fress Gallery in the House when
the result of the division was announced. According to
him,certain M.Pz.started singing "God Save the King"
He told his friends: "dit beteken rebellie". Oost.p,109.
Hertzog in a private conversaticn with one of hig
supporters,Prof.Freemantle,declared that if the Government
commandeered troops, Civil war would break out.
S.C. 1"15’, p. 232.
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The Conspiracy of 15 September and

The Death of Genergl De la Hey.

After the Officexs'$ iwceting in Fretoris on 14 August,

Maritz returned to Calvinia by train, vie Bloemfontein, From
1
ontein station Mariltz telephoned Fertzog eand inforumed

71

Bloemf

him in general teris of the events in rretoria. According to

—
(T‘j

Hertzog, saritz told him that he had bsen ardered to rrieska
to sees to his comivandos and that the Government intended to
invsde South-West Africs. That, sald Hertzog subsecuently,
was the first definite intimation that hs had had that the
government Intended to invade South-vWest Africa, although he
had heard rumourg to that efrect. Hdertzog subsscuently

declared t:oet he had always dresded the coming of war, becauss

e placed in an awkward

o

he fesred that the Governwaent would
position by soume vecple who would demand a volunteer raid on
South-dest Africa. The Governuwzsnt's decision to sanction an
official Camvaizn e2alnst the derman Colony came as & surprise
to hiwms: "I can honestly say that I never dresit they would do
what they 1id, that 1s to zo and decide upon an attack on German
South~wWeat Africa at their own risk",. Maritz further told
Hertzoz that there had been considerable friction at Fretoria

between the Government and (as Hertzog understood it) Beyers,

and kMaritz zsked him to go and see Beyers.

[0

1. raritz,befcre the war, had not allowed his position in the
Defence Force to gre vent him tak ting an active part in
politics. e openly supported Lertzog's policies and came
to see him, at the end ol 1Y13 or Tihe begzinning of 1,14 znd
asked him to gddress meetingg in the lorth-Western Cape.
When Hertgzog inforimed the 8elect Cousnilttse about that in
1915, the Chairuan asked him: "0id you think 1t right and

prover that he (a wajor inm the Unilon Defence Force) should
take an active part in politics"? Lertzog replied: "I
anest say I ¢id not see any harm in ith, 3.C. 1-15, p. 15,
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"Does Beyers want to see me?", Hertzoz asked. "Wes,

things are all upside down', replied Laritz

lLaritz then wentioned, (as Hertzoz put it) "something about

4
the Treurfontein Affeir," and rang off.

wWwnen he arrived back at Calvinia, liaritz found a telegraniy,
dated 15 Auzust, frow hig friend Albert Stadler of hakames:
"Joubert arrived safely yesterday evening. BHverythinz culet
end peaceful., Telegraph particulars®,
Ihe Joubert relfzrred to 1In the telegrai. was F.Jd.Joubert

("Joubertjis) who hed been iaritz's Adjubtent in the Anglo-Boer

dar., After that war he hed settl in South~dest Africa.
dnen war broke out in 1914 he was in the Uranze Free 3tate,
5
eccording to Lewp, visliting nis rarents. On 4 auzust Joubert
o

had returned to Kskesmas and croseszd into Sout . -wast Africsa,

returned frow South-vwest Africa. ..aritz was obviously eager

to contact hiim and on 1Y/ Auzust he sent a telegresin o Stadler
at laxemas.
"ery urzent. If "Joubertjie™ 1s atill there tell nim

7

to walt until I come to Lakamasg.!

S.C. 1-15, vp.221-222 (Hertzoz's Zvidence). maritz's
version is as follows: "0p “lOvernu”lD terwyl die trein
daar staan het ek Genl.Hertzog gebel en hou zesé hy umoes
met die ander genersals in aanraklmb kowm, dinge lyk naar
lelik, doelende op dic afspraak uwet ~enl Zeyers en menende
dat genl.iertzoz die ander soA gicen en uitvind wat die
posisie is." saritz, p. 70. Lertzog arparently did not
see peyers, 28 wmaritz advised,

A
.

3 Albert Van Jasarsveld 3Stadler was & farmer frow hakawas who
hed served under Suubts and karitz in the Anglo-Boar dar
(in the North-dWestern Care). In 1914 Stadler was a Captain
in the Active Citizen iforce in laritz's DlQE;lCt and hc
subhsecuently went into revellion with rmaritz.

L
.

Uud. 10-15, p. 93 3.C. 1-15, p. 33.

wenr, p.2l0., whether his visit to the I'ree Stale had had
a more sinister purrose is not clear.

N
.
=

6. Ibid, ; S.C. 1-15, p. 33. According to Leup, the Jerman
suthorities did not truet him and wented to 1nue3n i,

7. ‘Ej. 3'. 10—15’ p. .;_)0



&s raritz had stiil not heard frow 3Stadler by 1Y Augzust,

he sent a second, more urzsnt telegram to the sostmaster at

hakemas asking nhiwm to locatce Joubert and to teil nim to walt
3
for him, Stedler, who had in the ipeanwhile 3one to kelmoes,

sent a telezram to waritz on tie sawe day conlirwming theat

S

Joubert was waitin: for himj; Stadler also informed him of the

German troclamation that 2ll cattle had to pe removed Irow the
9

porder ares. Maritz informed Seyers of the latter developient

M

A4

on tie 2lst and added thet he was lesving for the bordex
10
imwediastely by car, "to prevent difficulties.V riaritz was

not SuCCQQQLMl in that object, for on the 2lst. the Schuitdrift
11
incident ocecuxred,

Anotiner visitor frou South-dest Africe had in the meanwhile
arrived at Stadler's farwn., e was F.G, De wet, who aad played
a part in reritz's negotiations with the Sermens in 1713,

De det was there as g result of Gthe Ger.en Governor's decision
t0 encoureze an Alrikaner regelilion, Shortly after the
outbreak of wsr, Seitz had sent for one laX Teinsrt, a gerian

ferwer, and asiter he hed iniorumed hiwm ol the mes-aze he had

U4

received Irom wmeritz the previous year, he asked Yelnert to
conbact F.G.De Wet., 1t was Seitz's intention that leinert and

20 to the bordzr to find out what waritz's

-l

De Wet should

intentions were. Teinert contacted De wWet and they moved

.'_1 e

towards the borderj; 1t was declded, however, thet =s Telnert

™y

Do I‘b j.:‘. .

D, Ibid. Also ses above p.f2

1l. 3See 2bove,p.92
12. See Above, pp.6r-62

13. B8ee Above, pp.s6s2.Although nothing hal come of the 1Y13
negotiations, Seltz knew frow thew whel maritz's feelings
were and if he wented to stir up reveilion, waritz
situated as he wes on uie border,wss the obvious wan to
contact.



was well knovn as a serwen subjsect, he would not accompany
De wel across the borler., A docuwent was wade out to state
thet De Wetl was en undesirable oritish subject and he was
being expellzd from German territory for the duration of the
Wale In that way Je Jet had no dirficulty in cro-=sinz the
fropntier at Scnuitirift and frow there he went throuzs to
Stadler's fari at wekemas, where he wct Joubert, When he

-

asked Joubert where liaritz was, Joubert answered: "I anx
waltinz for ..arits, ayselfv, |

bMaritz met O« Welt and Joubert on 23 Auzust. He inforized
them ol ©the Lnion Governmenit's declsion to invade South-wWest
Airicea snd thet a nuwuper of COfficers, who were op osed to
those plans Intended to reslst then. But, said naritz, they
neecved arws and scaunition. Merditz and Ve wet then went to
Schuitdrii't and finding no troops or police on tne Union side

of t.e giver, they crossed the iver by boat and entered

Jerman territory. maritz epolozissd to a Sergeant at th

[Sp]

ja)
ct

Geruwen Folice rost for the shooting and iaintained th

neither he nor nils goverrnient were in sny way responsible for

the aifsgir,. e taen used the telephone to sgeak to Telnert.
De det, who wes present durinz tins telephone conversst.on
heard aritz ask Teinert i it wers possible to obtain guns

and amsunition from the Geruzans. It wes Lhen azreed that

De det end Teinesrt would zo o windhoek to see Governor Ssitz.

[©]

Aot RSSO

14, Ued. h2-1lo, rp. 73=78 (F.i.0e Wet's Zvidence). It 1s
diificult to escertain whethsr Joubert was also an emissary
of the Jeimoﬂ Governor. According to Maritz, he was.
(laritz, p. 63). Accoerding to Oost, maritz, nimself had

reguested thast Joubsrd should return fron 3.4.4. so that
he could act as an internediary betweasn Maritz and other
like~thinking veople in the Transveal. Haritz,according
to Oost, felt thet he was too isolated Irow tite Union and
that he needed soweone to act as a €ourier and to kesp
nim Iniormed of developments in other parts ol the
country. (Oost,p.o4). Joubert, subsecpently «id fulfil
that task - Uost's account is probably the correct one.

19, The Schuitdrift incident on 21 August.
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Mgritz teld Da "at that he wanted the Geverner te meet -

Reyars to draw up an agreament, for he would net like "teo

gr e S

-—

start thinee on 2 loogse footing."

De Wet ard Meinert went to Uindho$k where they interviawe
Ceitz and Ven Heydebreck on 26£Augusf._7 Although the German
authorigies had decided on a2 policy eof co-operating with Beer
rebels,it was evident to D= Wet that Ven Heydebreck,
especially, was reluctant to commit himself and clearly
dlstrusted Maritz, De Wet subsecusntly gave the following
account of the interview: "They listened, but I cannot say

they encouraged us by their reply. The Governor asked Von

Heydebreck if they had sufficient guns and rifles in stock

D

to asgsist the Boers. The reply was that he thouzht there

¢

would be rifles and perhaps guns, but that they had no men

to spare to work the guns, bscause they recuired them for thedl
own use. Maritz had especially impressed upon me that if we
got guns we must get the men to work them because they had no
men for that work. I camefo the conclusion that the

Governor and the Germsn Governm=nt d4id not trust the Boers in
these matte?q."lg

The German authorities were also informed of the Military

Meetings which had been held on 14 Auzuct and of the Union

160 U-G’. l+2-16’ P- 7)‘".
B Seitz (a) p»p. 29-31.
18, See Above, pp.st-57.

19. U.G. 42-16, p.75. De Wet's conclusion was strengthened
when he saw a letter from Von Heydebreck to Ven Zastrouw
(The Magistrate of Grootfontein, who was appointed by
Seitz as his representative in the negotiations with
Maritz): "I think it only right that you should tell
them and make them understand that I simply consider
them as traitors and we consider them as our enemies
henceforth. How can I take the responsibility of
providing the Boers with arms and ammunition when perhap

later on they will turn against us?" A German
Journalist,F.C.Berthold, confirmed the fact that the
German authorities did not trust Maritz: "-- I can

assure you that all of us including the military
euthoritics were suspicious of Maritz and thought he
was only making a ruse when he was told to ask for arms
and ammunition and guns ---- from our side "

U.G. 42-16, p. 82,
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29

sent in his resignation on 12 September.

Despite Beyern's vacillating attitude, Kemp, De La Rey
and Christiaan De Wet decided to go ahead with their plans
for g rebellion, De La Dey, apparently embiﬁtered and dis-
illusioned efter his interview with Botha and Smuts. in Pretoria
in August, had not initially intended attending the Parliamentar
session. On 3 September, however, De Wet visited De Iz Rey
and after discussing the current situation, he persuaded De lLa
Rey to go to Czpe Town for the Special Session of Parliameg%.
De la Rey on that oceasion revasled hi- rlans for the future
to De Wet; 1if FParliasment approved of the Government's proposed
South~West African Campaign, he would return to address protest
meetings, call up his supporters and would then march to
Pretoria to hoist the Vierkleur.3l He intended, in other words
to carry out the same plan which he had intended to put into
operation on 15 August.3ﬁ Christisan De Wet agreed to support
De La Rey, and it was decided that he (De Wet) would be in
control of the rebellion in the Free State. On 5 September
De La Hey left Lichtenburg, but before going to Cape Town, he
first visited Kemp's military training camp at Potchefstroom,
Kemp allowed him to adress the men and De La Rey told them that

the
~whatever happened they chould obey/orders of Kemp and their

29. Ibid., pp. 1M=-. On 15 September, after De La Rey's death,
Kemp tried tc withdraw his resignation, as according to hin
, he had come to the conclusion (in a discussion with some
of his fellow-officers) that very few other officers would,
in fact, follow his lead. The Government refused to re-
instate Kemp. Also see U.G.42-16,p. 134.p.211;
U.G,10-15, p. 4: Maritz, p. 167.

30, Webb, p. 28; Kemp, p. 154,
31. Kemp, p. 15% (De La Rey informed Kemp of that discussion

when he saw him on 5 September); De Wet's version (as told
to his Secretsry, Harm Oost) substantiates that. Oost,

p. 108,
42, See«above,.p.éi ‘
33. Kemp, p. 154%; Oost, p. 1kl.
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other Offilcers. The interpretation which most Officers and
men placed orn De La Rey's words, was that they should obey Kemp'
orders, whatever thoge orders might be.35 It was also private:
agreed between De La Rey and Kemp that if Parlisment approved
of the South-West African Campaign, De La Rey would return to
the mililary camp at Potchefstroom, address a protest meeting
and then lead the men to Pretoria. According to Kemp they
wished to ensurc that Beyers would support their cause; they
therefore decided that De La Ley gould go to Pretoria to
persuade Beyers to support them. Kemp would in the meantime
make arrangements with the editor of the local newspaper,‘Het
Westemﬁ; to print 2o proclamation announcing fhe independence
of the republics. Apart from that Kemp would teke no further
steps until the arrival of De La Rey, and it was hoped, Beyers
in his camp.39 It is not entirely clear what role Kemp and
De Ia Rey had allocated to Maritz, for he still wanted Beyers
to come to the border on 15 September, On 10 Septembe;’Maritz

sent the following telegram to Beyers: "I consider it very

34, According’to one witness,De La Rey stated that they might
be called upon to do great things in the future and they
must obey-their officers. U.G.42-16, p. 16.(Capt.I.J.
Geyser's Evidence); Also see U.G.42-16, p. 62 (Col.N.J.
Pretorius®s Evidence).

35. 1Ibid.
36. Kemp, p. 154; Also see Webb, p. 28.

37+ When that discussion took place, Kemp had not yet heard
from Beyers that he intended to resign and that he would
not support a rebellion, He had however heard from Joubert
that Beyers had promised to support a rebellion. Despite
the information which he had received from Joubert, Kemp
still seems to have had doubts as to Beyerd s intentions.

38. Kemp, pp.154-155; Also see U,G. 42-16,p.16 {Capt. Geyser,
(one of Kemp's Staff Officers)overheard a conversation in
Kemp's tent when De La Rey was present. Someone said: "The
people were ripe for rebellion., All that i1s wanted 1is a
leader",

39. Kemp, pp. 154-155.
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desirable that you should come to address the burghers personal
in the two camps, namely Upington and Kekamas. If you are
coming telegrqph me when Kau will be here, Everything still
ouiet and in good order." |

Instead of informing Maritz that he was coming, Beyers,
however, sent the following telegram to Maritz on 11 September:
Z "Commandant-General wduld like to seflyou here Tuesday.

If Impossible for you then send Joubert",

Apparently unaware of the fact that De ILa Rey had decided
to go to Cape Town, Beyers had sent the following tele™gram to
him at ILichtenburg on 5 September:

UVery anxious to see you, impor&ant business. Can you
meet me here Saturday 12th ingtent.m .

After De La Rey's family had informed Beyers that he had left
to attend the Parliamentary sesgsion, he gent the following
telegram to de La Rey at Cape Town:

| "Would like to see you here Monday 1%th or Tueﬁday 15th.
If inconvenient telegraph earliest date. Important."

On 10 September De La RBey replied: "

"Will gee you when Parliament adjourns'.

Beyers, on 10 September then sent the following message
to Christiaan De Wet at Memel:
¥ "Do not come to Pretoria now., Our friend will not be

here",

Beyers then tried to get Kemp, De La Rey, De Wet and Marit:

to come to Pretoria in mid-September., Why did he wish to see

40, U.G. 10-15, p. 19.

41, U.G.10-15, p. 14: Maritz p. 71: Tuesday=1l5 September.

42, U.G.10-15, p. 13.

L3, Ibid.

L4y, 1Ibid.

45, De Wet had previcusly been to sece Beyers and from the
above telegram it must be assumed that it had been agreed
that De Wet would come to Pretoria on 12 September and

that De La Rey would also be there. Kemp was also
summoned to Pretoria on that date.
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going to see Beyers, and if his business with Beyers was
legitimate,why did he wish to keep that vislt a secret? Joubeg%,
it was arranged, would inform Beyers that De La Rey was in
Johannesburg and Beyers would then meet him there, Joubert
decided that he would ses Beyers on the morning of the 15th.

It is no easy task to establish what Beyers's plans were,
for there appears to be considerable justification for Prof,
Leo Fouche's statement: "Beyers's first prineiple was to trust
nobody entirely. None of his fellow conspirators appear to
have been completely in his confidence".52 According to Kemp,
Joubert, at the beginning of September had informed him that
Beyers was willing to co-operate and that he was prepared to
go to the frontier to meet the German Governbr. That plan
could not have been put into operation if Beyers resigned his
commissionsy 1if his visit to Maritz's district were mot to
arouse suspicion, he would have to go there in his official
capacity. On 12 September, however, Kemp sew Beyer.s and
according to Kemp's account, Beyers made no mention of his
promise to Joubert, but simply stated that he hadﬁgecided to
resign and that he could not support a rebellion., | Now either
Joubert had not told the truth or Beyers had promised support
to Maritz but had subsequently changed his mind., Dr.G.D.Scholty
whose bilography of Beyers was written before the publication of
Kemp's memoirs, states that at no §tage in Avgust or September

55 56
was Beyers contemplating rebellion, But even if Kemp's evideﬁce

51, H.Mentz (S.A.P., Member of Parliament - later Minister of
Tands) met Joubert on the train and spoke to him. Joubert's
attitude struck him as being suspicious and on errival in
Pretoria, he told the Police of his suspiciong: "--he did
not know the men, but from his talk, he knew he was no

good", (U.G. 42-16, p. 352).

52, U.&. 10-15, p. 16.

53. See above, D.92

54t. See above, p.92

55. Scholtz (a), pp. 281-282,

56. That Joubert told him at the beginning of September that
Beyers would support their plans.
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1s ignored, there are still certain factors which make it
difficult to accept Dr.Scholtz's statement, The question that
must be answered is: why did Beyers on 1l September summon
Joubert to Pretoria, if there were no conspiracy between Beyers
and Maritz? Beyers's brother, subsequently stated that
Beyers summoned Joubert to Pretoria to inform him and Maritz of
his decision to resign and to let them know that the other

officerg who were opposed to the S.W.A. Campaign should not
1~
P
resign. Dr. Scholtz also accepts that Beyers summoned Joubert

to inform him of his resignation, and states that when Joubert
agkad Beyers what plans he, Kemp and De Ia Rey had, he answered:
"Ons het geen planne nie. Ek bedank vandag". To get Joubert
to come all the way from Upington merely to give him such a

mesgaze does not make sense, unlegs there was some previoug

agreement between Maritz snd Bevers, which had now fallen througl

But is that aetnally what Beyers told Joubert?

There are other versiong of that interview. Kemp
subsequently caw Joubert and he told Kemp that Beyers ha%osaid:
"Julle moet reghou daaronder, masr julle moenie begin nie",.

The version which Joubert gave to Harm Oost was even more

explicit; according to that version Beyers said: ”—-6 dat hulle
1

nie daar moes begin nie, Hnlle sal hier begin ---1, When

Joubert returned to Maritz he told him: " --- daar is besluit

57« In his biography .of Beyers, Dr.Scholtzattempts to anser
that ocuestion, (Scholtz (a),pp.301-304%: Also see below p.d? .
but in his history of the Rebellion, he gives the impregsio
that Mgritz sent Joubert to Pretoria on his second visit
which was of course not the case at all.(Scholtz (b),p.?é)

58. 8.C. 1-15,p.205 (P.G.Beyers's Evidence): "He let him know
that the other officers Maritz,Joubert and the others shoul
not resign., Ie sald: "I'1ll do it I'll meke that sacrifice
to aweke the people, to open their eyes so that they may set
the folly of the policy of the Government in attacking
Germen South-Weest Africa®, Yet according to Kemp,Eeyers on
September 12 had expressed the hope that as many officers
as possible womld resign! See shove p .22 .

59. Scholtz (a), p. 30k,
60, Kemp, p. 176.
61, Oost, p. 189.
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om die opstand die volgende mdre vroeg in Generaal Kemp se
laer by Potchefstroom te begin."62

Prof. Leo Fouché also believed that a rehellion, supported
by Beyers was scheduled to start in Potchefstroom on 15 Septembe
but when he was'cross—examihed by the Parliamentary Select
Committee, he had difficulty in justifying that belief. The
following exchange took place:
Chairman (P.Duncan): (Referring to Beyers's telegram to Maritz
on 11 September) "Now if he was to start a rebellion on the
German border on the 15th. if would be impossible for him to
be in Pretoria on the game day?".
Eggggéi "I do not kpow what the telegram means. It may mean
more than it‘says.' It maey have been simply to indicate the
date, bﬁt I do not know what it mezng ---"
Chairman; "Do you think that Beyers really wanted Maritz to

come up to Pretoria? In any case he sent his Chief Staff

"Somethingemay hsve happened., He may have wanted to

postpone the day."

Chgirmans " --- So that on the 10th September Maritz was
telegraphing suzgesting that Beyers should come down to
Upington, and on the 1llth Beyers was telegraphing to Maritz

to come up to Pretoria. Do you think that is consistent with
the theory that there was a general understending to rise on
the 15th?"

Fouché: “Yes. I think it is guite consistent with that theory.
Perhaps they did not know where they would like to have Beyers,
whether he would be of more value in the Transvasl or on the
Orange River."

Cheirman: But Beyers apparentl& wanted to see Maritz in
Pretoria on the 15th. Does that not seem to show a difficulty

in the way of your theory?"

62. Maritz, p. 71. Maritz was, however, mistaken in stating
that De La Rey and Beyers had met in Johanncsbhurg.
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Fouche: "You can make a difficulty out of it if you like."
Chairman: W"Can you make anything else but a difficulty out

of it 2

Eggghéi "Yes, I think it is explainable in other ways, but

I am not prepared to put forward theories as I prefer to stick
to the facts as I have done here."63

On the available evidence .the most convincing way out of
this apparent impasse is that Beyers had originally (at the
beginning of September) assured Maritz (via Joubert) that he
wonld fall in with his schemes and that he agreed to meet the
German Governor on the border; at some subsequent stage he
had decided to ZﬁSign (which would make the original scheme
impracticable). Notwithstanding his assertion to Kemp on
12 September that he could not support a rebellion, that
decision to resign did not necegsarily mean that he had turned
away from rebellion.

After his interview with Joubert, Beyers dictated his
letter of resignation to his Staff-Officer, Ceptein Van Manen.
He then summoned some of hig Officers to his office and
anmounced his resignation to them., He explained that Van
Manen would take his letter to the Acting Secretary for Defence.
The Minister of Defence, then in Cape Town would have to be
informed immediately and Beyers agreed that the telegram
announcing his resignation to the Minister, should be put in

cipher. Beyers, did not, however, tell his Staff that he had

63. S.C. 1-15, p. 21: Also see Scholtz (a), p. 291.

6%, See above p.97.
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65

already sent a copy of his letter of resignation to the press.
Botha received the news of Beyers's resignation on the afternoon
of the 15th., He was playing golf with the Governor-General,

and Buxton gives the following account: "We were gbout half

way through the geme when a messenger came from the pavilion

to say that General Smuts had motored out and wanted to gpeak

to the General at once. Botha thereupon went back to the
pavilion. In about twenty minutes he returned looking very
gserious - 'Beyers has resigned, ocuite unexpected?? and asg far

ag we can judge, the pogition is a %rave one. Smuts and

myself must go to Pretoris tonight"7 That night Botha and
Smuits returned to Pretoria by a special train. Before the train

left Cape Town station, they received a message that De La Rey

had been shot in Johannesburg.

After his interview with Beyers, Joubert had returned to
Johanneshburg where he had infarnedtéiz oI Beyers's resignation
and that Beyers would come over to Johannesburg to ses him.
Beyers, however, decided to remain in Pretoria - according to
his biographer, because he thought that the Government might
wish to contact him - and he gent his wife and his brother to

Johannesburg, in,gis car (driven by his Chaffeur, Wagner) to
(6}

fetch De La Ley. Once again De La RBey took elaborate

65. U.G., 10-15, p. 15; Scholtz (a) pp. 303-312; Oost,p. 123,
In his letter of resignation Beyers set out in detail his
objections to the Government's War Policy. (See U.G. 46-16,
pp. 87-90; Scholtz (a) pp. 309-312). Special editions
were hastily drawn up, but on instructions from the
Government they were withdrawn from the streets. (See Oost
pe 123). Beyers's biographer admits thet his action in
informing the press of his resignation before the Minister
knew of that was hardly the correct procedure, but justifie
ik on the grounds that Beyers regarded his resignation as
a protest against Government policy, and as such he wanted
it to receive the widest publiecity.

66., It should not have been completely unexpected. Beyers, had
after allyaccording to Botha's own account, told him early
in August that he did not approve of the Campaign, but that
he would take no action until Parlisment had decided on the
matter. See above p.ba.

67. Buxton. pp. 42-43,

68. Scholtz (2Y. n. 212. Kamn - c [ [/ i (RN = 110
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precautions to throw any detectives off the trail., Mrs.Beyers
got out of the cgr.?t the hotel and ordered the car to proceed.
De La Rey then had his lurgage taken to.the stafion. . After
the gervant ha goge, De La Héy carried his lugzage from the
tation to the car.9 They arrived at "Beyerheim" (the home of
P.Beyers, brothar of the ex—Commandant-General; in Sunnyside
Pretoria) at 5 p.m. Christiaan Beyers immediately gave
instructions that the car was to be taken to a garége go that
it could be thoroughly oyerbauleg? From five o'clock till
half-past <ix De Lz Rey and Beyers were closeted together.
BExactly what passed betwecn'them will probably never be known,
for there were no witnesses present. Prof. Fouché in his
Report on the Rebellion stated: "General Beyefq it 1s ¢lear,
wag still hoping to persuade Generzl De La Bey at the last
moment te join the conspiracy, or failing that to plac%?him o
befcre g fait accompli at Potchefqtrcom".7l That view, however,
is not acceptable, De La Rey, it is clear, nezsded no persuasion-
he had decided on 5 September to start the rebellion in Kemp's
camp at Potchefgtroom and there is no ev%gence that he had

subsequently gone back on that decision. Dr .Scholtz, on the

other hand, meaintains that it was De La Rey who tried to persuads

69, Kemp, p. 181; Oost, p. 119.
70, Scholtz (a), p. 313.
7l. U.G. 10-15, p. 14,

72. Kemp, pp. 154=155, Before he had left Johannesburg for the
Parliamentary session he had met General Tobias Smuts =nd
according to Smuts " -- he wanted me to join with others
in a probable rising in the country which was expected to
take place in the near future". Smuts told ILouis Botha of
that convar-etion. U,G. 42-16,p.103. (Gen.T.Smuts's
Evidence). On the morning of 15 September De Ie Rey told a
close friend in Johannesburg that he was determined.
(*vasbeslote') to proclaim a republic with the help of the
troops in Potchefgstroom and that he intended to rebel
against the Government (Die Transveler 11,11,1940, cited
by Scholtz (b), p. 99.)
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the reluctant Beyers to join the conspirac:y.73 But wag Beyers
SO re%&ctant? If Joubert's account of his conver sation with
Beyerél was correct, then Beyers, before he hsd even seen De
La Rey, had decided on gome form of rebellion‘.5 Beyers, himgelf
sqbsequently told the Commission of Inquiry into De Ia Rey's
death, that when De La Rey arrived in Pretoria, he(be La Rex)
asked him to go with him to Potchefstroom and ILichtenburg.
Both of them were opposed to the South-West Africe expedition
and for that reason De LZ Rey wanted them to address protest
meetings at those placez. But even if that explanation is
accepted at it¥s face~value, Beyers's decision was, to say the
least, extraordinary. DBeyers, who after his resignation, no
longer had any official standing, intended to go to a military
camp in war-time tec addregs the troops - an address which would
of necessity heve been a political one and which would have
bheen directed =2zainst the }Tvernment's War policy. But if
Beyers's motive in accompanying De La Rey was, as he stated,
simply to eddress Protest Meetings, why was there the precipitate
haste? De La Fey, who was an old man, had arrived in Johannesburg
after apong trein journey from the Cape, the previous evening;
on the afternoon of the 15th, he had travelled to Pretoria by
car, and yet only two hours after his arrival in Pretoria, he

and Beyers were proposing to go on another long trip to

Potchefstroom, The reason was that De La Rey and Beyers wished

73, Scholtz (2), p.30C. M"Prof,Fouche wil dit laat voorkom of
dit gen.De La Rey is wat gestoot 1s, terwyl dit hy is wet
self gestoot het."

7%, As given to Kemp, Maritz and Oost. 8ee above pp.98-94.
76. Also there is the fact, stated by Dr.Scholtz that before
he had spoken to De La Rey, Beyers had given instructions

that his car was to be overhauled (presumably with a long
trip in mind).

760 U.G. 10-15, p. 15.
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77
to get to Potchefstroom before the troops dispersed. But

why was 1t deemed so necessary (if Beyers znd De la Rey were
merely going to address meetings) that of all the people in

the Union, the troops at Potchefgstroom should be chosen as the
most important audience for Beyers's and De La Rey's speeches?
According to Beyers's wife, Beyers had wanted to wait 111

the next day, but De La Rey had replied: "Christizan ons het
die ding klazar bespreck, 8Ek het die seuns beloof dat ek vandag
sou kom en Kemp wag op m?". .But of course-the'agreement which
De La Rey had made with Kem% was that the rebellion would be
started in the Camp on lStg: Indeed, Kemp in his book stated
categorically that if De La Rey and Beyers had arrived in the
Camp on the night of the 15th., the rebellion gould have
started, according to plan.8o Another officer,l who was at
Potchefstroom at the time, has stated: "The object of their
(Beyers and De La Rey) visit has never been revealed in publie
but in fact it was to hoist the Vierkleur and march on Pretorila.
I can personally vouch for this statement as‘I was an officer

in the Potchefstroom Ruiters, one of the Regiments concerned,
and as I was later, for more than ten years a friend and Cabinet

Colleague of General Kemp,I have no doubt whatever that if the

two generals had reached us that night we would have been on

77+« The period fixed for the Potchefstroom Training Camp was
as follows: for trained men from 2 September to 16 Sept;
for recruits (who numbered 76 out of a total of 1,600 who
attended the Camp) from 2- September to 23 September.
S.C. 1-15, pp. 3&8-3#9; U.G. 42-16, p.340 (Evidence of
J.M., Baker and A.E. Basden respectively). Prof., Fouche in
his Report suggested that Kemp kept the men in the camp
for longer than was originally intended so that -they would
still be there when De La Rey and Beyers arrived. (See
U.G. 10-15, p.13). -The Evidence of Baker and Basden made
it clear that that was not so, for the Camp broke up on
the days originally decided on.

78. Scholtz (a), p. 316.
79. See above, Dpp.93-9.
80. Kemp, p. 195.

81, Oswald Pirow.
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the march within twenty-four hours gith half the Western
~
=

TranSVaal coming up to support us".

There can therefore be little doubt that De La Rey and
Beyers were going to Potchefstroom to start the rebellion, and
whatever Beyers's previous plans had been, once he agreed to
accompany De8La Rey to Potchefstroom, he had agreed to support
a rebellion.

Beyers and De La Rey left Pretoria at 7p.m. in Beyers's
Daimler driven by his Chaffeur. As they left, the onlookers
saw a police constable standing on the corner and when De La Rey!'
attention was drawn to himﬁ he remarked: "Hoe lyk dit my of
hulle ons nou al dophou".8 As the car drove off it appeared
as if the constable turned his light so that he could see the
number plates of the car.85 Lieutenant-Colonel H,F.,Irew, who
in September 1914 was in charge of the Police in Pretoria,
subsequently heard of those allegations and incuired into the
matter: "I --- sent for the constable who was on the beat
passing General Beyers house the night in ocuestion. When he
arrived he told me he remembered seeing the two generals get
into the car. He had made a point at the street corner where
he had met his Section Sergeant. He stopped under a street
lamp near the car to make a note in his official pocket-book
to the effect that he had been vigsited by the Sergeant. IHe
produced his note-book and showed me the entry, ggere was no

mention in it of the departure of the generals."

82. Pirow, p. 70.

83, In a personal interview Mr.Harm Cost has expressed the view
that Beyers was againest rebellion, but that De La Rey
probably persuaded him to support the conspirecy on the
15th, Beyers, arparently had a very hizh regard for De lLa
Rey and Mr,0ost has expresged the opinion: "As General De
La Rey gerebeleer het, sou Generaal Beyers dit ook gedoen
het", Personal information received from Mr.Harm Oost.

84, Scholtz (a), p. 316.
85. Ibid. , 3 Also see Oost, p. 12,
860 TI'C.—“.'!, pc 12-



As Beyerd$s Daimler reached the outskirts of Johanneshurg,
the occupants became aware of considerable police activity.
Armed pickets had, in fact, been stationed on all the roads
leading from Johannesburg. Those measures had been taken in
an attempt to capture a dangerous gang of criminals, the gso-
called Foster ang. Fo=ter, aged about twenty-five, had been
sentenced in may 1913 to twelve years inprisonment for a
jewellery robbery. In February 1914 he had escaped frow the
Central Frison 1n Fretorie and had joined up with two associates,
Maxdlwm and lesar. Between April and Septeuber the Fo-ter Gang
‘had been resronsible for a nuber of arued robberies - and
murders, for they did not hestate to shoot to kill when cornered.

In July 1914 the Governuent issue:

a reward of Z50C. for any

j&

infor..stion leading to the arrest of Foeter, laxiu end iesar.

1 -

Their last explolt had taken place on 13 3Septeuber when they

ettemptad to breek into the Iuperial pottle Svore in rfeirview,
Johgnnesburg. W en they were surprised by che Folice, They
ned fatalily wounded Sergeant licleod and killsd Sergeant

tienefield, Zvery effort was now rede to track down the gang.
Un the wo nipz ol 1) September invorwation was received that
the Foster Fanz was living in a house in degent's Frark, Johan-
nesourz. Althouzh not much reliesnce was placed on thet inforn-
ation, Detectlive ot accoumpenied by Detective Layde and Flain
'Clothes Constable Murphy were sent to investizate. ynott

had instructions thet if the zanz were located he was to send
for reinforceuents. when mynott and his colleagues reacned the
house, they found thet thelr inforwation had been correct, but
lLynott did not carry out hls Instructions, arperently, selieving
that he snd his comrzdes could deal with the situetion on theilr

owng liynott and lurpany went round the house together, whlle

)

Layde remeined st the back of the housey <IfOster and L.esar were

ext to & car in which a woman with a baby,was sitting;
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Maxia vwas under the car making soie re.girs. hynott went up
to Foster, rvoinved his revolver at him and said: "sends up,

Fosterl" Foster did not obey and surphy shouted %o kynott to
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shoot, but he hesitated. Foster then pulled out a revolver,
and shot Mynott at point-blank range, killing him, Murphy and
Foster then exchanged shots and after Murphy had used up his
ammunition, he jumped over a fence to take shelter. Foster
calmly removed Mynott's revolver from his body and the party
then drove off in an BEasterly direction towards Heidelberg.
Civilian bystanders reported that the criminals eécaped in a
black four-seated car, supposed to be a Buick (it later turned
out to be an Overland). Those events océcurred on the 4fternoon
of 15 September between 5 and 5.15.p.m. !

All police on the Witwatersrand were immediately alerted
and parties of armed men were sent to scour the countryside.
Orders were ziven that srmed pickets were to be placed on all
the roads leading from Johannesburg with the view to interceptin
and examining 21l motor-cars. There was no time to issue
detailed instructions gs to when the men were to shoot and when
they were not to shoot.8 1t appaiently did not occur to the
Police that there would be any danger of innocent persons being
fired upon. It was assumed that all law-abiding citizens
would obey the police signals.89

At about 8.45., Beyers's Daimler reached the first of the
pickets théy were to encounter, just North of the Orange Grove

Hotel where the road was well illuminated., The police called

upon the car to stop, but it did not do so. Police and

87. U.Ge 48-14%, pp. 1-3.

38, Apparently specific instructions were issued in only one
.case. At 7p.m. a2 messaze was sent from a Sergzeant Briscoe
at Hospital Hill to the Norwood Police Station: "If they
refuse to stop (to be) fired upon". That message had been
sent in answer to an incuiry from the Norwood Police as to
what they were to do if cars did not stop. Briscoe sent
that message on hig own initiative; it was his interpretat-
ion of what ought to be done. The message was not acted
upon at lNorwood and no shooting took place there. Ibid,p.kt.

89. 1Ibid.,
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bystanders asserted that they heard a voice, from within the
car, ordering the car to proceed. According to Beyers and
Wagner, Beyers said to De La Rey: "Oom Koos, sal ons stop?"

De La Rey replied: "Nee laat ons aangaan". When the car
refused to stop the police did not interfere further as they

saw that the colour of the car was grey (not black like Foster's)
Ythe grey overall and the Charffeur's cap of the driver also
averted suspicion that this could be the Foster Gang. From
Orange Grove Beyers's party went past Killarney and then went
on to Langlsagte via the Vrededorp subway and Fordsburg. At

the subway they were again challenged and again they refused

to stop. One of the policemen90maintained that when he challengg
someone from the car shouted: "Pas op voor" and he had to jump
out of the way as the car nearly ran him over.91 The car was
next challenged in Fordsburg, at a place which was well lighted.
The police stood in the middle of the road, held up their hands
and shouted: "Halti" The car had to pass a sharp corner and

as there was a catch-water drain between the two streets, the
car was forcéed to slow downj the people in the car must
therefore have clearly scen the police, The car, however,
inmediately accelerated and swerved past the police. One of

the policemengf after the car had passed, ran to the Fordsburg
Charge Office and reported that a car had refused to stop and
that it hed proceeded along the wain road towards Ianglaath%
The next picket was in Langlaagte, at the corner of De Ville

ard Du Toit Streets. Constables Drury and Ives, both armed

with rifles were stationed there; Drury had a bayonet attached

90, Constable Van Rooyen.

91, Beyers and Wagner subsecuently denied that anyone had
shouted from the car.,

92. Constable De Wet.

93. That information had not been received at the Langlaagte
pickdt when Beyers's car reached that point.
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to his rifle. At sbout 9.15p.m. they saw a car approachinge.
Drury stood in the middle of the road and challenged the car
when it was seventy or eighty yards away, by holding up his
hand and shouting: "Halt, FPolicel"™ The car did not slow down.
He challenged again when the car was about thirty yards away.
As the car gtill did not slow down, and by this time it was only
about twelve yards from him, he shouted: "Pull up, I am going
to stop you". The car came straight on and apparently Drury
made a thrust at the tyre ﬂith his bayonet and the left front
mudguard struckvhis hand.9 Drury subsec,,ently stated that

he could not see the colour of the car, or how many people were
in the car. Ives, who was standing about thirty yards further
on, also challenged the car, and when it still did not stop,
Drury decided to shootj; the car was abouqforty yards from him
when he fired. He subsequently stated that he aimed at the
right hand rear-wheel., He fired too low, however, and the
bullet was seen to strike the road at the back of the car. The
car went on for about two hundred yards after the shot was
fired, then it stopped and came back to the picket. Drury went
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