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sompuiglimente.
! should 1iko to wecord ny eatitude to the sollowing
porsons for thelr penerm: aspletncoe md cowoperations

e late Noaken Jolere J,. "odathoans ef oihokhong
he FMlind vho peeyitted we %o enter he ocscwand ty
to do veeosroh there frac Mmly 1967,

Jetias heodnon fovos ohe dho YUabathouna who SuoCOGd~
ef her adand dn “ay 1960,

The commnity of Ucidhoikherg ha Maflipi, cons hEee
hndved peoplo, coore vhee T wade pore friends wihich

“iehrn) Twonraeatolo vho loomed oo nic deet hut and
refuped to secert rny remt or direot convenmation,
dthongh e gecd wor ofton Jreat,

Moo “regle "pampore'mith, at rrecsent sSadying Social
tmthmaraleg ot the Lendem fohos) of vonesios, whe

et rhomt Ciwe wmebg 1n Maltholbong, at tho bagimming
of the weeourch in July 1057, oullecting senonlogics.

gy Jasie Cock, ¢ socomd yoor “oolology etudent at
thodes "rivaralty, vho stoMed the veuen's *Study

CHY of Hotnakhong.

e, Alpohoth Nowand, wifo of thw hogloteur of the
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Tmiweredty of Sotovans, logothrs and “uasiland, wio
sront two 4xys por week for n peried of adout two
sonths investignting domestic badgata.

e, Nichurd Stovens, an agriceltural geogrupher who
como to thy Uniwergity of Wotmona, Lesotho and Swasi~
=04 on o Malbe'ht Sebalorshiy feon the Undversdty
of Colerndo,

Mee Dottfricd Vellrer, o dootorel atude' of theology
a2t Yaldolberr "miversity, at precent caewyiog out e
posrch on the effects of lobour aisratien o fwslly
1ifo in lasothe.

wr, Joseph Mhagnle, o firet your student in wy dep-
antnont, who soemt Gwo wmthe in the winter of 1969
teledns & second genewa of Makhollion: wnd collesting
othor mntorinl.

The Univareity of Ngtmuena, Tewssthe and Swasiland,
vhess T tasah Soalal ‘athwennlorr cnd Soolology.
e untveraity amtad mo the fands -wesssery’ to
undertals this resesrsh,

Ny wife, whe tmnafermed vy roush shetches into neat
Qoagenms, flomces and mape, -ad vhose fearbearance,
though shrained to the utmost by oy reve svellability
during the production of thiv theesis, has boen herolc.



[ ke Aehe lutly weulor levlurer ir “ouial inthrvpulogy
ef the University of the Vitwaterarand, ny suworvicor,
ile estronaly Shorougi and Getadled aridieise of the
Qroary prolicdnary dvalte of thic thesin hae tanght wo
A Givet deel aud oy debt o his se profound.

Fladly, to w ooy felends and colleaguns who have
gver ne snoouregenent - anl criticlae « my thanks and
wyprecta i,




SHAPIRE L. ZETHOPUELION,

1. ihe Pumpoye of the Study.
My pripary ale wan to study the effects of the intro-

duotior of 2 vet of agrimltwmral immoveticne on the political
gyeten 27 o small and relatively troditional rural commundty.
Previous axperience in the fleld of rwrel dovelopment had
tonght me that the attempt (v introduce sormomic lmmovations
into wurel villager ie alpost invariably rosieted by certain
local growpe, and sscented by othere, Although rea!«tance
is gmerally blamed by sdmirdetrators, end by the people
therselves, on party pelitien) faotioralics, 1t svexed worth
probins deeryr to Yvy to discover other ecurces of divislon
end of wnity.

since locel polilical provesses almoe! invariably con
OuEn Lo Lo, though e oy o alwys o at thelr
centre, he lecoues o key figww in . udy ob this aspeut of
ovmsunily sotivity. 1o adedtion . lwedsan 16 still the
medn chunnel of comanicsdon wibeween @ cowunity and the
world cutedde, and wm wuch is Jw peluasgde Tiguwe ia the
coomnd by wheo A% deale vl e govesmant A Batters of
agricud wupel dovelopuent. ds 28ie of gpolkowman hag aany
political iumplications. Jor these veasous priuedpaily, ¢l~
svady 19 entitled “iw rolitics of eadenship”.

i pecondary aln hae baen to oontrilute to the ethao-
geaphic vecord of lesotho, 7 have, howover, included enly
that material widch I huve concideved rececsury ae @ back-
growd to my ceatral thenw - the micrcepoliticel process in



Mokhoilong over the poried of eludy.

2w Jleows of $ho itudy,

dgkhokhang ha PRillpiconprieer fowr villagea in the
Mokhehnmg Fellay tad contains about thees nmdred poople.
™e villagoe £2l) andar ong hasdoon and thoir »estdeniial
and aadle Serritory farm o contlamous hlork whieh ie bounde
ed by Nigh oRICT: an Yhees efden and a wivor on the Towrth,
These fratures wowide shary toogrisblecl Toundaries w wy
commnlly. he porulation is mall emeush %o peowit
vessonahly intenstve imoenreh ab Glono poresetel ZeAdtiwis,
t lavae apough 9 furm o fwmetloning polisieal wxite.
Jhree of the villsgew nave exlstou cinoe e wise of
fowweshoe I, founder of the ‘mootio ration, oves o Sun-
dreld yocra agn, and tw crdgival fadiies have pwad ied end
riomoyzied. foupth villane i@ mainily cocupiod iy e
ovapes sond ol . wilves of e peonle Uvie, Ik (e othex
e vilisgas,

Ceonesgraein mad sogasional paterilinen’ -wrallel
counin merriage eve prantised and sonteridtaut prarde the
congalidution of kinghip nethworks, Jeos < <o\ o foherit

elr Cathor's lands and o setile vooy W “oae  Dhaputes
in the villages may bs oettled at the bew - ' court, and o
fortheowing session or mweting {u beralde. - . gun vith o

strong woloe, whe wnwnges e ewnt 0 e sar villages
at suonot Mo a et Ly adbeated rook,

Ipokensha weitae (15675230,

S



“iesthe aimplont solutlon in to define o commmity by
reforeing to 4ia gpatial amd scslologloal (ammnions,
o8 & plave wvalch bee ¢ 2learly dedined locality and
olus some s of counmmity mmtlont. IS 4a the
leant rediibls walverse of omase end effect of soeial
roletions « AL 1t vers ssallew, Woere would be inoufe
flofexns variables four snalysis, aad If 1t vere lozger
1t voull b2 werwragsedlo."”

Foithakhiong 'n bomdarion are dalisoated both gmographlio=
slly ad sseiologlonlly, =nd sean 10 satisfy Uroclwnaha'a re-
qaireronta,

It A4 mwt pord¥ie te pmexalice o other comsamdities
1o loosine frou Lo aluly. 1 A0 not know and have no way
of wolling, olagr tas by deday fusler detadled research,
bow far Sideidoug oy W mgurded an Uoical for lesotho
foothills sovnundilos, T have Lefel ' vovent this frem
bacorlng 2 otdy of wut iyt appewr Lo W a walgue and
fonlate? cral s by teolng Alstoricad t1eo which connevt
Horhokteng B PRIML with othor avmmditios, and also bWy
ghoving how the vomanlly s nflvameod Sy the wider sooncmic
and politiend forces ot lawes i lzsotha, Other owswun~
1tias 2ro sunjeet (o wany of the save luflwemoes. Also the
relazively wnifo trnditiona) Imasths sultuse and aocial
plirvosure, anc conparisens with tho fev cther studies mude
of e basothe, mow mninly out oF dote, rive me no reason to

reseyd Mokhelthaner ae very 2fynic,

5 e She Heapuywh sms Curxled Oug.
ibo seleciion of my rosearch comowidly was Gevexalned
by suversl feciorce It bad to be nowe the uwniversity vhere




1 work becanse, not belng adle to spend leng pericds in
rosidence there, I had (o visit 1¢ Yrequently. DSut it
should not be #0 near to the centre of enployment and comuo-
poiiten culture in the lums walley that it hud becosw rad-
fvally Jiffevent fyen other villije commumities which had
ot ees 90 Influgaced. Tt should be a fanotioning ‘oo
sanity® and not an cetifiejal sopgnm t of oune, snd yet not
too large % handle with ny lisiteld research resources. It
should be in & velatively stable state, ar at least not un~
detgodng wmmsually rapid change due to some crisis or dew-
elopamnt project, vo that the offect of the intreduction of
agricultural lmowaticns ghould not be lost asong other un~
gontrollsble influences on thw commmity. It bhad t0 have a
ressanably proxieing agricultural potentis. in owdar for the
intended inmowations to take root. And L1t had to be fadvly
cleurly demorcated from neighbouring osrswunities so that
eratial and spoclological limit:tion of the study commundity
should not be too couplicated.

1 stated these mquiresents to ssverel locol acquainte~
wacos and one of them ofiered to take me to his brother-in-
law who was headuen of what e asserted would be he ideal
vomunity for ny purposes. And that 4o now 1 came to be
introduced to Jobare * ubathoana, headwen of Mokhokhong ha
Phllind, wiose coummnity wae all 1 had hoped for,

I started work In July 1907 and fron the cuteel was an=
alated by o womber of intorested wlunteers., Miss Spencers
aith wee valting to enter o ueiversily to etudy social
widaopolegye  Uhe worked very mothedically on the vollection



of gemealogles. Hex interpreter iz the daughter of & sen~
ior nember of the otrongest descent group in Fokhokhong, an’
is thexrsfore very well informed on local matters. They
visited about 79 of the familievs in the comsunity. lLater,
uniyg other interpreters, she spent abont eix wooks gutbere
ing uformation on bohald (Mridewealth), especially on the
sconanic aspect. (u Doth occasions she uued structwred in-
terviews supplemwnted by informal conversation, and, for the
behall work she participated in the marriage negotistions
and rites.

Mias Cock sxrived in leoimber 1567 to do hexr vac.tion
project in Mokhokhong. Yor five veeks she attended all the
weokly Clud meetings and interviewed all the mesbers at
their homes. the used an intexviev gulds and in alightly
wodified form she used this for interviews with ex-menbers
and non-pombers as well. ller interpreter, the same person
who had worked for lss Jpencer-imith, was aleo the cecretary
of the Study (lub. Through her ise Cok had full acoess
%0 all the minutes of the Club'e aeotinge, and these provided
& wass of inforsation about the Club's developuent. There
ware also revealing records in the sinutes of cunflict and
so-operation betwson groupe wund personalities, much of which
had a direct Lecring on the political proceases &l work in
the comzunity.

lre. lorsand set oat to investlwte the domestic economy
of representative fanmdlies in lckhokhwong. Che selected
twenty Zive families, dlstributed asong the four villages in
proportion to the populaillen of each. Using the more chvious



eriteria of woslth such as nusbar of huts, stoek, domestic
ohjectu, Job of hushand, elcetera, she tried to include in
hor sample families of low, middle and high economic etutus.
She intarviewsd cach family at length with a form on which
she recorded income, exponditure, dedd, credit, capital
gocds and other possessions. he results of this survey
were inconclusive. Ve hed intended to gain detalled and
accurste records of the cconcmie life of these fami)ies.
But very few of the interviewwes could provide the informe
ation we wanted. Crxop yields, quantities of food bought
and selZ, money received and pald, and so on, vere seldowm
vtated in any Lat the vaguest texrms.

. Otevens was looking for a suitable community in
which to conduet & land use study. At my sugvestion he
omme to wvork at Vokhokhong, The hoadman won plessed to ale
low him to 40 80, as he felt that I, Ctevena's findings,
and ospocially his meps, would be of use in local aduinis-
tration, D, Stevens had serial photos made of the whole
valley end from these comstructed detailed meps showing
every fleid and every hmt, (o salculated the area of each
fiold and of osch farmex's holding (holdings are normally
fragaented into severul fields wbich are not adjacent), plote

ted soil types, slopes, crops planted, and degree of weed
infestation. I had full acenes to Lic data.

e Volluexr spent some three monthe in Nokhokhong int v
viewin, migraats, ex-m.ante and thelr fanilics., lHe col-
lected spproxiastely sixty five o.. s histories wnd ecnsidasr-
able date on the effects of migrancy on family 1ife, to 411



eciteria of wealth such as nusber of huts, stock, demestic
objects, job of husbend, etcetera, ahe tried to include in
her sample families of low, middle and high sconcmic status.
Jhe inverviewed owch family at length with a form en which
ghe recorded income, expenditure, debt, oredit, capitul
goods and other posseseions. he results of this survey
wore inconolusive. e had intended to gain detailed and
aocurste rocords of the cconomic life of these families,
But very fev of the intervieweos could provide the informe
atica we wanted, Crop yields, quantities of food bought
snd sold, moray received and pald, wd so on, wre seldou
etated in any but the vaguest terms.

Ur. Utevens vas looking for a sultable community in
vhich to conduet a land use otudy. At my suggestiion he
owne to work at bokhokhong., he hoadman wes ploased to ale
low hiz to do so, ae he felt that iz, Stevems's findings,
and ospecially hie meps, would be of use in local adminis-
tration., fr. Stovens had serial photos made of the whole
valley and from these conctructed detailed meps showing
overy field and every ‘mt. e caleulated the ares of eenh
fieid and of each farsexr's holding (holdings axe normally
fragnented into several fields which are not adjacent), plot=

ted noll typee, slopes, crops planted, and degree of weed
infestation. I had full access to his datu.

Vs Jellnexr aspent some three months in Hokhokhong intex
viowing sigrante, ex-uigrants and their faniliecs. le col-
lected approxismately sixty five csse hlstourios and consider-
able data an the effects of migremcy on famdily 1ife, to all



of which I hal access.

", Tlhagale conee. trated an the Farmers' Association.
Te intorviewed all of the membors individually using o
detellod Inteaviow gulde, Yo attended all the mwetings of
the toscclaticn and selyad people frequently in their agrie
caltural tasks. In this way he sopuired o considerable ine
sight iato the workings of the Associotion and into the
tensions which obetzucted the fulfiloent of its original
prozise of gemercl co=-operation wnmong the erdars.

iy own aotivities were delidberately wery “‘verss in the
first six wonths of the research period. gint of
visiting virtuelly everyoane at their houses . s 0 Le=
come soguadinted, and attended wexr drinks, pubiic memetings
of all xinds, gatherings of kin, funerals, ocourt c.oes, wod-
ding feusts, and so on. I made maxisue use of o fov in-
formants vho were willing to talk, gosaipy and scondal. I
worked in the fiolds, helped mend bwoken ilwplesents, worked
in roed gungr under the headzan's directilen, and genexally
oast ny net us wide as poseible. [his was the period
during which I was sewrching for idess, hypolhoses, and areas
of specicl interest to concantrate ou later.

For thw flrst year other comultluments preweated me fron
staylng for more than & fow daye at a tine actually in the
viliage, and woot of my work wae done on day long or weoke
end vicits., Saturdays becawe my most iaportant research
tines. During the weok the villages axe vory often alsost
deserted as people axe either out working in the fiolds,



collecting fivewood, wiaiting, fetohing water, or 3% various
Jobs outeide the valley. Jatuxdey, however, is the day
when moat people are at home or guthered at the healnan's
ploce to attend a gitee (public meeting) or & couxt case.
The wost isportant events by far freo the voint of wiew of
gaining information and insight were tir court hecringa., 1
attended about thirty and got informetion fwor the headuan
end conoerned parties ou about tweny mowe., Tor the last
yoar a lexge part of sy time wes epent in felloving up leads
padoed from court heerings. In the wiiter of 1960 I apent
about alx weeks resident in lokhoihens, oy longest single
period, This wos fLamsdistely a®ter the death of headoan
Jobsre 'shathoona and ihe succeseion of his wife te the
heodsanohip., This was a troubled peried for her av che
strove to plok up the etrings of coutrel relinquished by her
husbend, and ~he relied fadrly weavily on me for advice,
taitsally on dowestiec econonic preblems, them on politicel
prodleons of the hoodmanship, and Cinally em the esteblinbe
nmt and senagemont of he new Tarmere' Asscelation, wvhieh
vas also very lovrgely a political problen, This involvenent
in the Axy to day Yusinean of conducting the hesdmanshiyp
gave me A falr understanding of the pmactical issues lfo-
volved,

(he people of okhokhong speak very aofven about their
poverty and the econami¢ hardshipe they undergo. Allowing
for the fact that this preoccupation may have been partly a
roawit of thely talking to, or in the presence of, a rel-
atively affluent white man, poverty is undoubtedly s promine
ent feature of life in Mokhokhong., Feeple fear starvation



wd although . have koown no-cne actually to die of munger,
sone poople, and especlally children, are constuntly hungry
for large parta of the jear, and suffer from disecses and

wwmm.amwuﬁslmmm.c

undox-reading. Accosdingly I spent o wvery lerge pest of
my time invest gating ccovouis factore: lend tenure, faree
ing wethods, etock ke, ilng, Wying and selling food, the or-
genisotion of work, small enterprisos, eelf-esployment, the
soononico of Lohall.

For the lisited purpoess of thle analysis, the cowrege,
the dept. and the reprecentutivences of oy date ween to me
sdoquate. Juch of the data collected I huve hardly used
because it is not centrally relsted to an wderstanding of
the "pelitica of headmananlp', although et the tiee I, or ny
associates, collected it, it seoned to be of great relevance.
ixemples of this ave detalled informaiion on the erganisation
and econonios of agriculture and of bohaglli, and sleo on
vitohoraft sccugations. In a louger work this material
sight vell have Leen ingorporated, but it cau be dispensed
with for the purposes of this thasis. On the other hand,
the wide coveruge of the rescarch has reduced ithe likelihood
that 1 hove omitted any fmportact aress of iuvestigntlion.
becondly, 1 wouwld have likwd o bave pureued the analysis of
coart cases wore Jdeeply than I was able to do. ldeally
oach of the perties together with thedr supporters should
have bew interviewed after the heuring., his would have
provided o mowe detalled inslght into tho changing pattera
of alignments wilhin the community than I bave in fact been
sble to eteain, PFinaliy, vhore I have nade generalisations
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1 have tried to enmuo that theow are bused an slecuats
sesples covering the unge of varistion {a tw fieldd, I
goasvally indicate in tho text the roprecentstivenses of sy
obuervationn,

4o L sAan 0L e noeks.

1 heve clroafy sugqectad that the hesdmanship is & Loo=
&l Anstitution in the politloal 1ifo of the comunitly aed
for thls raeaon fapms the cantsal these of thile stuly. od
the sligsents aal the politieal behwvlour of ths headman
vith respect 0 varisus groaps withia the commmiity ars often
incoyprahensidle vithout referzacs o hidatorical efwsvw
stances, J hawvs therwfore siven & drisf histoxy of the
@ajor pelitical swvmts in the walley.

he people of lekhoikhong ave precocupled with ecanomio
satters. Alsost all sajor dovisions are powerfully in-
fluenced by econcmic conatraints, and the patterns of most
poople’'s lives ave deteruined by their relutiouabip with
local resowrces. Purthermore, given the rather rudiwentary
developuent af cantrol over the eavirenvent and of truns-
portation, goograpindcal features ase also influential deter-
atnants of nuean behaviowe,  hecefore I have indluded des-
criptions of the paysloal savironment ead of the vajor Te-
aouxces. inia histeriod) sad eavireamsotal saterdul is
oontained in Chapter 1i.

In Cospterr 10 1 dloousd owrtaln ol the oardina’ feate
uwwou of U€w scolal orgmisation of the community under she
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genoral headings of kinship, migraney snd stretification.
Thie provides whe socinl and culbural selting which, tog-
OC&&&M&I{. is intended an beckground to the more
wuum'mm.

Chaptor 17 provides o Jotailed desoription of the heads
menship a8 an inwtitution, the villase couneil, the working
of the headnan's court, and jitsos (public meotings).

Chupser ¥ deuls with the development of nev inatite
utlons. Chiasf emong these iw the Varsers' ssscolation
wiloh wae woed by the beaduan ws a politicul vellole,

Chapter VI iz a dessmipti.e i analysie of the uew
headuan'e politics) problews and her attenpts to solve theu,
There 1o no neat ooaclusion Yecause at the time of writing
the politicad strugsle persiste. 1 have tried % ldentify
the sajor interost groups in the evomucily wnd to shov how
these interact with one ancthar, and how alipmwats chaage
in Jffaring edvouns bweos,
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lesotho's 11,700 squere miles s entirely surrounded by
the Republic of Couth africa. Of this aree approximately
two thivds 1z extremely sountainous and laxgely vasultable
for permanent h.an habitation. The rest of the comntry
couprises 'lowlands' and *foothills'. PLfty percent of the
total populatien lives oo the lowlgnds, come tweuty percent
in the foothdlle, and thirty percent in the wore haobitable
parts of the mountains,

The Nokhokhong Vallay is about twerty five miles from
the capital, Maseru, md fowr wuiles from the univereity.
The valley floor is about 5,500 feet above sea lowel and the
eliffe surrounding 1t rise another 500 te 000 feut. Raine
fall 18 en average thirty aix inches por anowms, Wt is ex-
trenely ervatic. Sumwer temperatures renge W G about
30°C whilo in vinrter sub-zoro temperutures are not uncomwan
for short opells and snov is empected ovory two o three
yoers. The foothills e especially prone to early -yosts
vhich may kill off loocalised patohes of cropo from late Feb-
Mary onvards. Dunaging hall is not occemon bdut s alwaye
foored,

The valley floor contains good alluvial solls but the
acute pressure on arable land has . xced fumern to plough
the alop@e. lere the soll becones progrossively thinner,
wore stoney and weaker in structure, so that exrosion fs exe
tronely rapid deapile nunercus conteml ban’s. (o tho highe




or slopes, whero there are a0 ~ %3, eroaion is equally
serious due to conatant cvergrez. | end cutting of trees aud
bushes for firewood which hos dep »ted the vegetation cover
of the seil. Sven on the walley floor several masaive
Jongas have foruved - sometimes as large s thirty feet deep
by oue mndrcd foot wide.

The valley is divided ty & perennial stvean, the
Vokbokhong Hiver, which marks the much-disputed boundary
botwesn two chiafs (see page 37). The term lokhokhong,
eapoeinlly vhen uwsed Ly peoplz who live clsevhere in
Lesotho, efere to & lavge aves vhilch includes this valley,
a 7wt of the meighbouring loms Valley ond & lsxge section
of the high plateau to the scuth of the Nakhokhong Vellay.
weely use Mokhaikhong to refer to the valley itseli, include
ing both eides of the strean: thoy call the eastern portion
vokhokhong ha /hilipi and the westarn portic: lokhokheng he
Nomene) after the scus of the firet headwan. e divided
the valley between his scne, with the river seyarating them.
For the sake of hrevity I wee Yoktokhong %9 xufer to the
esaotern portion, vilch izcludes the four villages under one
headown, where I cwxried cut oy rewesroh,

© Mis sxva iz alse, and wove Mwquently, known as ha
latete after the prevont chlef vho rosides thwre. The pre-
fix "ha’ moans 'the pluce of.ee’e  (The euffix ‘.e.ong' 1o
alvo & locative.)
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The valley is bounded an &ll sides by vexrtical sand-
etone cliffe oar ateep recky slopes. 4 gup to the nerth
glvme exit to the river und a nock in the north-sast ridge
admits the road vhioh connects the walley with the outulde
world, Soworul footpathe fram villages o the south-west
man through the valley and carry o etresn of people on their
wy to looe or beyond, and to Masemu.

hongport is beconing increasingly problenetic for the
inhabitente of the valloy as theaw contiot with (he outolde
world grovs. The vond comnccting lagakelaneng (ese map
%ﬁummmmummwp‘
built Yy the peopls of ‘akhokhong assisted Ly sovernmeat
sachinery. It is passable in & normal oar but sowe itxnotor
ownsre will not enter the wallay for fear of damaging their
implenments oo this road. Under the wfzlue of the previsg
boadsan, Jobore *kbathesna, the road was rewsonably well
seintained by woluntiry work parties recrviited on the bdasie
of am appeal by Jobsre. Olnce hie death in Aprdl 1508
114800 smintencnee s been doce. here is, iu foet; no
vheeled vohicle in lakhokhwny ha Mhilipl eother than & Vie
eyele, now defunas, wd o few vhesllorwows. Mt in ha
Jatete thaxe 107“11 shop vhose owner Urings proviaions
QuOe & 1 o0k or oo in bie il truck. The Minister of -
woation aleo visits lls home in ha [ lete every weck and

loaves his ear at rajakaloneng.
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for prain end soft bundles; howess, for people and food; cod
wooder sledges drawm by oxen, foxr ¥ "'y, heavy or awiomxd



bandens 1ike two tundred pound bags of melsze or ploughs.
buses run ou the omuin rond and are wsed by poople golng to

L elIlG .

The Roma walley offers muny services and asenities
wvhich are an iategral part of the life of the jeople of
Mokhoihong. There is o modeam hospital where people go
wiim local resedies Luave failed or vhen the complaint is
aoute; there are Callwliv wigeion schools frow thw lowest
grade to 'U lowele'; there 1s Ue Calholic wlsaion, estabe
lizhed sore than ome hundeed yours age, waleh is ‘2 sajor
soctal centre for the predandnantly Celhelic inhabitants of
Mokholhong; thore s e willige of La jwfalouw where uany
vallestooked lo0elly owued atereds, beox S0Py add olhex car-
ned plecsures stirsct people fron the valleyy theaxe s &
post office, & police station, and the icuse of e losul
agricul tural extonslon agent: there is e wiliverslity wheme
one young "wa fren . okhokhong ie & seoond yeur studenty and
thare is the so-called leweiw GLservalory Jouwwation, fion
viloh some people of dokhokhong have in e past hlred &
tractor. A Little furtior ewey is U laxge wopenn
ouned slowe, iborn's, where gyain Ls Lought, svld and willed,
and wheve virtually «ll necessities can be purchased. At
the morthorn extrenity of the loms Valley lives the ward
chief Mamsa who 42 responaible for a lacge reglon lncluding
Mokhokhong. Fixally, there Lo the looal Court at lilsjoe,
not far from the chief's plece, whero serious criminel and
clivil cases may de brought and where judgments are, at
loast in principle, enfurceablo Ly the state.
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The total asveege under plough in Mekhokheng Valley &n
Josmary 1360 wee 229,35 scpgs. OF this even Q1,0 scies
vere being ploughad by Matele and his peeple foon over the
viver, A further J0,05 suxes vas ploughed Ly sewon nen vho,
elthough ewijocts of Jobere ' abathouns, d1d wot ilve i
Nokhokhong but dn villeges on the plutesu o the soullh wd

east of the vellay. hwe L0000 supcy senalosd for tw use
of e people of Jokhekhong ha Philipd.

This vaa ddvided anong TAMLY Tour lond holders, giving
an sverase of 3,1 agres ver land holdews The dlsteribution
of land wonz housohold hoads was, howewver, by no neans
ovan, sod ronged feen nothdng at all %o elsven acrase per
hoasehold.

e sells of the wvalley floor and slopes aro Righly
varisble in type. he lowest weeas, belng adjucant to the
river banke eve ganeswlily coaprised of debwe black oluys
videh are subject o wvatoricgsing after beavy rains aud which
bake haod in dry periods. In spite of those wechanical at-
triduteos, nowever, theose suils aye more produsiiwe than
other types 1o the wvalley since thay »stala waler wnd do not
leach 20 easily. Juey are wifertunately difficult te work,
viaile & lTuxurient growth of reods and other wabexr plaute
compote heavily with the ereps. Forther swsy fioe the

W :mwummmmmu.mm
Gtovens's land use wurwy.
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riveds wre oediue lowss of good structure. hese solla
ave potentiully wewy svoductive wi are aovw swvorely de-
pleted of muone Wl wlooral ooabacit. e deund Yy of these
losse waries, of couree, fros heawy nesr e ook clays, %o
Iight nour the Righee aloged. vortunately o medwx part of

e valley'e aracle land i couprised of uls lows. a3
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