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Socio-economic empowerment in a contemporary marginalized community:
Thokoza

he focus underpinning this thesis is empowerment in previously marginalized

communities. The inspiration for the choice of study area is an interest in social

behavior, the stimulation of the environment (both built and natural), versus the
human response.

The governments’ attempts to provide initially in the early 1920’s, in
the 1950’s and later in the mid 1990’s within different periods of political systems has
contributed to contemporary Johannesburg’s issues around . A brief

history of urban black housing in South Africa will be provided in the next chapters, however
Apartheid planning principles implemented in the 1950’s will be looked at in finer detail. The
impacts of the urban housing strategies on the social and built dimension of the city will be
analyzed according to the provision of ‘facilities’ in relation to the user’s needs.

The concept of the strongly manifest itself in South
African city planning; part of the thesis is pinned at establishing balance between these
extremes. Segregation, separation of the margin from the center achieved by the
techniques (built and natural buffers) of Apartheid planning to obtain socio-economic,
cultural, and racial divide, is one of the oldest and major problems in the city. However with

EMPOWE
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the fall of apartheid this divide is no longer along racial lines but has become a separation
between economic groups. Achieving balance between these worlds of polar socio-
economic class separated by city planning principles is the reasoning behind this thesis
document to focus on socio-economic empowerment.

show that the environment has direct psychological links with
human behavior, which in return humans also have influence on the environment giving rise
to an infinite vicious circle. This study demonstrates that architecture cannot be dealt with in
isolation with regards to the needs of the end user.

It is indispensable that one defines the concept of in fine tune detail for the
reader to understand the angle at which this thesis is projected. One needs to clearly
evaluate what it means to empower and how providing the means of empowerment can
help solve current township and city problems. It is also important to note that the township
has a complex hierarchy of socio-economic levels and classes that need to be taken into
consideration and cannot be dealt with in isolation.

O1 Introduction
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