
Abstract 

The 21 century has seen the dramatic increase in African-Chinese engagement, with a 

significant increase in both political and economic interaction. The changing international 

political and economic reality has seen China become the biggest economy in the world, in 

terms of purchasing power parity, and substantially increase its footprint in Africa. The 

increased developing relationship of African-Chinese interactions has brought fourth both 

criticisms and conversations of opportunity. Both arguments focusing on understanding the 

nature of the relationship and exploring whether the interactions can be seen as being 

exploitative or a partnership in growth. A look at the importance of this relationship cannot 

be complete without first analysing Africa’s historical and current relationship with its 

Western counterparts. Secondly the research paper looks at Africa’s place in the current 

international political economy and why the new prospering African-Chinese relationship 

presents opportunities. This is essentially what the paper seeks to understand and discuss, 

looking primarily at the role the Chinese policy of non-interference can play with regards to 

African states development path and understanding its role in the context of Africa position in 

the global political economy. 
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