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S.M.C. Internship
£ I N C E  the co m p u lso r y  In ternsh ip  reg u la tion s  w ill be  e n fo rc e d  

N ov em b er  1st, 1948, this re p o r t  d ra w n  up  b y  th e  S tu d en ts ' 
M ed ica l C ou n cil has b een  reg a rd ed  as a m a tter  o f  u rg e n cy , and 
has been  co m p ile d  ev en  th ou g h  the in fo rm a tio n  req u ired  is not 
com p le te .

THE POSITION TODAY
On March 71 h, 1946, Act No. 

14 of 1946 was passed empower­
ing the South African Medical 
and Dental Council to demand a 
year’s internship of graduates 
before registering them as prac­
titioners. The application was 
later deferred until November 1,
1948.

The Council stated that they 
would only recognise approved 
institutions suitable for service 
of a residential medical officer. 
No list of approved hospitals 
have as yet been drawn up, but 
was at present being consider­
ed by the Council. Internship 
performed outside the borders 
of the Union would be recog­
nised by the Council if the insti­
tution is a ‘"recognised” institu­
tion in terms of the regulations.

It is understood that tin “ in­
ternes' register” would be estab­
lished, but no information is 
available as to what responsibili­
ties an interne would be able to 
undertake, such as his abilities 
to pre scribe drugs on the Poi­
son Register, etc. Enquiries as 
to the status of the internes 
have not as yet been answered.

A  m em oran du m  w as p resen ted  
to  the S tu d en ts ’ M ed ica l C ou n - 
c l  b y  n o n -E u ro p e a n  students 
p o in t in g  ou t that p os ition s  w ere  
n o t  ava ila b le  fo r  n o n -E u ro p e a n  
in tern es. In  a le tter  o f  the 
23rd S ep tem b er , 1946, in a rep ly  
to  en q u ir ies  fro m  S tu d en ts ’ M e ­
d ica l C ou n cil, the su perin ten d en t 
o f  C o ro n a t io n  H osp ita l p o in ted  
ou t that it w as n ot the p o licy  o f  
the J oh a n n esb u rg  G en era l H o s - 
p ’ tal B o a rd  to  a p p o in t n o n -E u ­
rop ea n  in tern es  un til the a p ­
p o in tm en t o f  n o n -E u r o p e a n  s is ­
ters to  s ta ff  the w ard s. It is 
n ow  u n d e rs to o d  that the H o s p i­
tal B oa rd  in ten d s to  ap p oin t 
such sisters, bu t as y e t  n o  d e c i­
sion  has b een  tak en  as reg a rd s  
the ap p o in tm en t o f  n cu i-E u ro- 
pean in tern es. It m ust b e  r e ­
m em bered  that soon  a m ed ica l 
s ch oo l fo r  n o n -E u ro p e a n s  is to

b e  estab lish ed  in D u rb an . A t  
p resen t m ission  h osp ita ls  a ccep t 
n o n -E u ro p e a n s  as m ed ica l o f f i ­
cers , but o fte n  re lig iou s q u a lifi­
ca tion s  are demamdpd, thus n a r ­
row in g  the fie ld  an d  th ese  h o s ­
p itals be in g  sm all have n ot the 
sam e fa cilit ies  as p rov in cia l h o s ­
pitals. H ere  a g a ’ n en q u iries have 
not been  rep lied  to.

L E T T E R  F R O M  C O U N C IL

In a letter of the 21st Febru­
ary, 1947, the South African Me­
dical and Dental Council stated 
that they would like a uniform 
rate of salary throughout the 
Union, and have suggested £10 
per month. This represents a re­
duction from £20 per month till 
found in Natal, and it is under­
stood that this implies reduc­
tions in all but teaching hospi­
tals. In the Transvaal the stan­
dard rate will be applied with 
the introduction of compulsory 
internship and will represent a 
reduction at all hospitals except 
the Johannesburg General I ios- 
pital. Salaries except at the 
Johannesburg General range 
from £210 to £240 per annum. 
In Pretoria, a teaching Hospital, 
salaries are £180 tier annum. 
Salaries in Bloemfontein Hospi­
tals are £240 per annum. All 
these figures arc exclusive of 
cost of living allowances, but 
board and lodging are provided. 
Where these are not available, 
U2o per annum is paid in the 
Transvaal, and £90 per annum in 
the Cape. If quarters are avail­
able, but not desired this allow­
ance is not paid.

P O S T S  V A C A N T

T h e  to ta l n u m b er  o f  ju n io r  r e ­
sident m ed ica l o f f ic e r s  in the 
U n ion  a r e : C ape 111, T ra n svaa l 
130, N atal 31, an d  O .F .S . 10, 
w h ich  g ives us a to ta l o f  282. In 
a  le tter  o f  the 18th S ep tem ber ,

Report
1S46, fr o m  the T ra n sv aa l P ro v in ­
cia l A d m in is tra tion , it w as sta t­
ed  that an y  in crea se  in  the n u m ­
ber o f  h ou sem en  m igh t lead  to 
d ilu tion  o f  e x p er ien ce . T h e  f o l ­
low in g  fig u res  are  an estim ate 
m ade by  th e  B oa rd  o f  the F a cu l­
ty  o f  M e d ic in e  o f  the W it w a ­
tersran d  in 1946. A lth o u g h  not 
u p -to -d a ts  th ey  p rov id e  an in d i­
ca tion . In 1948 388 students w ill 
q u a lify , 1949, 410; 1950, 555; 1951, 
648.

In contra-distinction to the 
policy of the Government, a 
great number of private employ­
ers, and in opposition to the 
spirit of the demobilisation plan 
no recognition of military ser­
vice in respect of salary will ex­
ist as regards junior housemen 
in Natal, Cape or Transvaal. It 
can be assumed that the same 
applies to the O.F.S., although 
no reply has as yet been re­
ceived. No married allowance 
will be paid in the Transvaal 
and in the Cape. Cost of living 
allowances paid at a married 
rate. In Natal it is compulsory 
for resident medical officers to 
live in. There is as yet no in­
formation received from the
O.F.S.

M E M O R A N D A

1. Insufficient posts are avail­
able, therefore, many will re­
main unemployed.

2. General conditions unsatis­
factory, particularly where ex- 
service students, whose main­
tenance allowances are no longer 
payable after their degrees are 
conferred, and many of whom 
are married, might find them­
selves financially embarrassed. 
The memorandum drawn up by 
the Witwatersrand Medical Gra­
duate Association points out 
amongst other things that a 
“ suitable” hospital should be 
such that:

(a )  T h e  s ta ff  in clu d es p ra c- 
t 't io n e rs  o f  su ffic ien t  ex p e r ie n ce  
and  c o m p e te n ce  as to  b e  able 
to  in s tru ct and  tra in  in tern s and 
w h o  are  p rep a red  to  u n dertak e  
th ese  d u ties  to  the sa tis fa ct ion  o f  
the S ou th  A fr ic a a  M e d ica l and 
D en ta l C ou n cil.

( b )  T h e  p ra ctice  o f  M ed ic in e , 
S u rg ery , G y n a e co lo g y , O b s te t ­
r ics , an d  P a ed ia tr ics , to  be  r e ­
g u larly  ca rried  o n  th erein , and 
p ra ctica l e x p e r ie n ce  in all these  
bra n ch es  is ob ta in a b le , an d  that

' rea son a b le  an d  a d equ ate  d ia g ­

n ostic  fa cilit ies , in c lu d in g  r a d io ­
log ica l an d  p a th a log ica l, sh ou ld  
be  available .

The above requirements are 
minimal. Any relaxation of these 
standards, such as recognition 
of hospitals with inadequate 
facilities, or a sj-stem of appren­
ticeship to private medical prac­
titioners, would be highly unde­
sirable, would tend to defeat the 
original purpose for which the 
proposition of compulsory in­
ternship was introduced, and 
would not in any way be an im­
provement on existing condi­
tions.

T H E  P O S I T I O N  E L S E ­
W H E R E

In 1944 a Queensland Indus­
trial Court awarded Junior Me­
dical officers of the Brisbane 
General Hospital a salary of 
£.150 per annum (all found), a 
54-hour week averaged over 4 
weeks, and a maximupm shift of 
16 hours. In its judgment the 
Court stated “while we realise 
that tiie period of residency in a 
hospital is a very valuable ex­
perience to young Medical prac­
titioners as a post-graduate 
course of training, we feel that 
these employees are making a 
very valuable contribution to the 
Medical services of this State, 
and are deserving of greater 
recognition than is given by 
their present remuneration.” 
(£200 tier annum all found)......

The report concluded by say­
ing that were the working hours 
worked by these employees 
equated to the standard normal 
working week of 44 hours, their 
earnings would fall far short of 
the basic wage, with none of the 
usual industrial conditions, such 
as payment for work on statu­
tory holidays, annual leave, and 
the like.

O B I T U A R Y
W e  re g re t  to  an n ou n ce  the 

d eath  o f  H a rry  C havk in , a f e l ­
low -s tu d en t. H e  w as k illed  in a 
m o to r  acc id en t w h ile  retu rn in g  
to  M e d ica l S c h o o l fro m  his 
h om e in the F re e  S ta te . A g e d  
22, H a rry , an e x -se rv icem a n , w as 
ju st b eg in n in g  to  fin d  his fe e t  in 
M e d ica l S ch o o l life . H e  w as a 
g o o d  fr ien d  and  w ill be  sadly  
m issed  b y  all o f  us in the years 
to  co m e . O n  b eh a lf o f  ail M e d i­
ca l S c h o o l students, the A u ric le  
C om m ittee  o f f e r  their sin cerest 
sy m p a th y  to  M rs . C havkin , H a r ­
r y ’ s m oth er  and h ’ s three 
b ro th ers .



2 T H E  A U R I C L E 12th March, 1948.

E D I T O R I A L
^ O M P U L S O R Y  h ou sem an sh ip  con ies  in to  fo r c e  o n  N ov em b er  

1st, 1948. A fte r  six  y e a rs  o f  s tu d y  a h ou sem an  w ill rece iv e  
£120 p.a. an d  it  is u n d erstood , w ill o n ly  w o r k  u n d er  su p erv is ion .

London Congress News

These are the facts as they 
stand today. We as students 
have to accept them as such, 
and adopt a "wait and see" po­
licy. Yes, wait and see what will 
happen in 1951 when 648 qualify­
ing students will have 282 vacant 
posts to apply for. Nevertheless, 
it is only fair to state that the 
S.A. Medical and Dental Council 
are doing their best to avoid all 
possible difficulties that may 
arise, in a task, the magnitude 
of which is incoiceivable. Stu­
dents must realise that the 
S AM . A- D.C. are labouring un­
der obvious difficulties, and are 
doing their best to keep the In­
ternships Sub-Committee of the 
S.M.C. informed of the latest 
developments front time to time.

A P A T H Y
Apathy at Medical School is 

a cry handed down through the 
years. 1 low many Medicals know 
when Rag Day is this year? 
Who has bothered to sell tickets 
for the various Rag Competi­
tions? Give us our afternoons 
off to build our floats, — what 
floats, when floats, when is 
Rag? The Principal has cancel­
led all lectures on the afternoon 
of Friday, 14th May, how many 
Medicals will be at bioscope and 
how many will build floats. That 
ladies and gentlemen is up to 
you I

During the vacation we re­
ceived ballot forms asking us to 
vote for or against the fourth 
Rag Beneficiary. Percentage 
Poll 38 per cent. — A pathy?!!

The Medical School Players 
presented “Jupiter Laughs", an 
excellent production. Percentage 
attendance by Medical students 
20 per cent. — A p ath y?!!!

A  P A T  O N  T H E  B A C K
A fte r  the s ir m o n  o f  " A p a t h y "  

w e  c o m e  t o  o u r  v ariou s S o c ie ­
ties. W e ll, th ey  h ave not been 
let d ow n . T h e ir  m eetin gs  are 
reason ab ly  w ell su p p orted , a l ­
th ou g h  d ebatin g  has not p rov ed  
v e r y  popu lar. E v en in g  m eetin gs 
su rprising ly  en ou gh  are  b e tte r  
a tten d ed  than lu n ch -h ou r  m e e t ­
in gs, esp ecia lly  film  sh ow s. F ilm  
sh ow s, M ed ica l stu d en ts seem  to  
h ave an a ffin ity  f o r  film  sh ow s. 
It is  v e ry  co m fo r t in g  fo r  the 
C h a irm en  o f  th e  various c o m ­
m ittees  t o  k n ow  that they  hav? 
the b a ck in g  o f  the student b od y .

Do Medical students attend 
Sing-Songs? Our brethren down 
the hill seem to miss us. hut then 
again, why not hold a few sing­
songs up here ?

“ Belli. Bellae. Bello. Bellas.
W h a t  the h i l l ’s the m atter 

w ith  u s” .

N U S A S
R E S E A R C H

N E W S

W it s ' rep resen ta tiv e  S id  B ren - 
i* ;r  has b een  e le c te d  as  a m em ­
b e r  o f  the N ation a l E x ecu tiv e  
o f  th e  N ation a l W a r  M em oria l 
H ea lth  F ou n d a tion . T h :s, it  is 
h op ed , w ill e f f e c t  still c lo se r  
lia ison  b e tw e e n  N U S A S  a n d  the 
F ou n d a tion .

N U S A S  w o rk e rs  in  th ree  p r o ­
v in ces  h a v e  u n d erta k en  a t least 
p igh t su rv ey s, jo in t ly  amd in  c o l ­
la b o ra tio n  w ith  th e  F ou n d a tion .

In the Transvaal, students 
from Wits are surveying Trans­
port Facilities for Johannesburg 
natives, anil Native Houses in 
the city. The minority NUSAS 
group at Pretoria are nearing 
the completion of their second 
survey this year.

Grahanistovvn students investi­
gated the local slum areas. Their 
report was highly informative, 
and should prove invaluable to 
the Health Foundation Scheme. 
Twenty students from Hewat 
College (Cape Town) recently 
spent a week at Windermere tin­
der trying conditions, investiga­
ting the living facilities of the 
natives there.

Finally, from Natal comes 
news of two surveys: One by 
Maritzburg students, of Sobantu 
Location, the other in Durban 
in the Booth Road area.

—  N U S A S  D ep t o f  P u b lic ity .

WU'S VIEWS AGAIN
W u 's  V iew s , w h ich  in  o u r  o p i- 

,n 'on , has n ev er  b ren  m u ch  o f  a 
rag  an y w a y , an d  ce rta in ly  n o t  a 
w o r th y  m ou th p iece  o f  5,000 
m od era te ly  in te llig en t students, 
c a n n o t  n o w  ev en  cla im  to  be 
the o ff ic ia l  o rg a n  o f  all those  
stu d en ts , as th e  S .R .C . has d e ­
c id e d  that M e d ic a l S tu d en ts 
m a y  n o  lo n g e r  v o te  in  the e le c ­
tion  o f  its ed itors .

W e  d o n ’t k n ow  i f  y o u  a re  p a r­
t ic u la r ^  w orr ie d  (w e ’ re  *not), hut 
w e  th o n g h t  y o u 'd  lik e  t o  know .

FOR STUD EN TS
W h ite  D en ta l an d  L a b o ra to ry  

C oa ts

BENNETT'S OVERALL 
STORE

8, C O L O S S E U M  B U IL D IN G S  
(N e x t  C o lo s s e u m ) P h o n e  22-5359

It was announced a few weeks 
ago that Julian Hoffman had 
been selected to represent Wits 
at the Student's International 
Clinical Congress in London in 
July this year.

The successful applicant was 
chosen from thirteen 5th and Oth 
year students, by three Profes­
sors at Medical School, on re­
commendation from a students’ 
sub-committee.

P h illip  T o b ia s , o f  N .U .S .A .S . 
E x ecu tiv e , w h o  is  o rg a n is in g  
S ou th  A fr ic a 's  p a rtic ip a tion  in  
the C on g ress , s ta ted  in  a sp ec ia l 
m essage  that on e  o f  the m ain 
ideas b ih in d  o u r  p a rtic ip a tion  
w as that, o n  the re tu rn  o f  the 
d e leg a tes , th e y  w ou ld , b y  the 
w ritten  an d  sp ok en  w ord , sp read  
in fo rm a tion  a b ou t the c o n s t r u c ­
tive  a ch iev em en ts  o f  th e  C o n ­
gress. In  the s e le c t e d  o f  the 
d e lega tes , th e r e fo r e , sp ecia l a t ­
ten tion  w a s  p a id  t o  th e ir  ab i-ity  
t o  d is ce rn  an d  fo rm u la te  m a ­
ture op in ion s  o n  the tren ds r e ­
v ea led  a t th e  C o n g re ss , an d  to  
b roa d ca st  th ese  im p ress ion s  to  
th e ir  fe llo w  m ed ica l-s tu d en ts  o n  
th e ir  retu rn .

To date, no less than fifteen 
countries have accepted the in­
vitation to attend the Congress, 
the draft programme of which is

JUPITER LAUGHS
The Medical School Players 

are to be congratulated on their 
excellent performance of “Jupi­
ter Laughs”. Producer Geoffrey 
Bond is landed for his casting 
and production. Those taking 
part were, Gerald Phillips, Lucy 
Bitensky. Quccnic Black, Percy 
Goldstuck, Cecil Enfield, Lily 
Gritzman, Ted Tollman and 
Judy Osborn.

It is m ost d ish ea rten in g  to  see 
h ow  M ed ica l stu d en ts sh unn ed  
this p rod u ction , w h ich  ran fo r  
fo u r  m ights. an d  at e a ch  o f  
w h ich , m ed ica l s tu d en ts  w e re  
con sp icu ou s  b y  th e ir  a b sen ce .

G O O D  N E W S
We carry the largest stock of 
M e d ica l B o o k s  &  M e d ica l T e x t ­

b o o k s  in the Union.
Give us the opportunity of 

serving you!
’ P h o n e  22-4941 (E x t .  9)

WESTDENE PRODUCTS
( P T Y . ) ,  L T D .

24 E ssa n h y  H ou se
(Shepherd & Barker Building), 

J e p p e  S treet.
J O H A N N E S B U R G

P .O . B o x  77iO.
W R IT E  FOR P R IC E  LISTS.

to hand. This programme pro­
mises of a most attractive and 
interesting agenda. It includes 
tours of leading teaching hos­
pitals and medical schools in 
England, ward round conducted 
l»v the pundits in all branches 
of Medicine, and visits to many 
places of Medical interest.

N am es b illed  in c lu d e  th o se  o f  
P r o f . F lo re y  on  A n tib io t ics . D rs . 
F ran k lin  an d  B a rc la y  on  R ena l 
C ircu la tion . P r o f ,  le G r o s  C lark  
on  N e u ro -s u rg e ry , P r o f .  S ed d on  
and D r . M cF a r la n  on  p o lio m y e ­
litis, P r o f . M o ir  an d  D r . F ra n k ­
lin on  F o e ta l C :rcu la tion , P r o f . 
W it ts  on  B lo o d  D isea srs , D r. 
Berem blum  on  C an cer, P r o f . 
R y le  on M e d ica l E d u ca tion , D r. 
C rosse  on  th e  ca re  o f  th e  p re ­
m atu re  ch ild , an d  D r . M a c k in ­
tosh  o n  M a tern a l a n d  C hild  
H ealth .

The Congress is designed to 
demonstrate British Clinical 
Methods in teaching the under­
graduate. but there will be ample 
opportunity for discussing gen­
eral problems in Medical Educa­
tion.

Our delegates, thus, will pre­
sent the South African view on 
clinical teaching.

— NUSAS NEW S SER V IC E.

L. F J U N G E
E stab lish ed  1905

H a ird resser , T o b a c c o n is t . B o s k -  
seller, N ew sa g en t &  S ta tion er.

53a, K o tz e  S tree t , H i Ibrow , 
J O H A N N E S B U R G

Try our Loose Tobaccos, Caven­
dish and Rhodesian Mixtures; 

also Carnarvon Mixtures.
•

N E A R E ST  TO YOUR 
M EDICAL SCHOOL

ENGLISH  AND AM ERICAN 
PERIO D ICALS BY E V E R Y  

M AIL 
•

T e le p h o n e  44-1940

New Eugene Tea Room
C or. K o tz e  an d  K le in  S treets

Quick Service, Cleanliness and 
Civility always assured.

G rills  a  S p ecia lity
Under persona! supervision of— 

A . T y ro p o lis , P ro p r ie to r

EDISON'S
EDUCATIONAL BOOK 

COMPANY
T h e  F o re m o st  S p ecia lis t  f o r  ail 

y o u r  B o o k  R eq u irem en ts
102. C O M M I S S I O N E R  S T .

(between Rissik & I-oveday Sts.)



“TIt 2 l/en ttlcie
Official Organ the Mitral Stenosis and his Modsrator

Bend.
Vol. 2. No. I. —  First Ur In Then Ur Uit —  Priceless.

DIS EASE DISEASE 1 p o m e s
(A  Play with three infarcts)

THEME SONG* “The Muir I sec You".
WORDS B Y : O. O. Genesis.
MUSIC B Y : Xavier Catgut and his Carcinoma Orche -tra. 
DANCES B Y : The O'Rhea Sisters:_Di

Pi
Gon.

TRAUM ATIS PERSONAE:
Rita Te*ti*: The Heroine.
Sir Comvallate Papula: The Hero.
A. Scites: A watery individual.
M. Bolris: A bit of a clot._
Tiny Synovitis: The joint's sui>erintcndent.
Poly Posis: The night chambermaid.
Brii Rabin
Bili Verd n : Three Pigmented Per venalities.
Hymie Clobin
Lew Kaemia: The Innkeeper.

• Poly Cythaemia: A Buxom Blood Ce’l.
.Rh. Factor: A first cousin to Max Factor.

. P. W as’ erman: A  nuisance.
Gingi Vitos: A screwball.
Di-Betes: A  sugar-mommy.
Ann Aemia: A pale face.
Bella Scaris: A  female worm.
Gella Tin: A spiritualist's medium.
Poly Uria: A member of the Hospital Hill Irrigation Board. 
Act 1. Sc. 1. Line I. (Fanfare).

Enter the entire caste singing theme song.
(F.xudate triumphant) -

etc., etc., etc. until Act i j i . Sc. 3. Line tr.
Sir Comvallate Papilla to Rita Testis: I have shot one M. Bolus. 
R.T. to S'r C P .: "M y Hero.''

Mitral Curtain.

Act 132. Sc. 1. Line 1.
Enter the entire caste singing “ Daddy cut your toe nails, you’re 

tearing Momma's nightie."
(Exudate Still Singing)

etc., etc., etc., until Act not. Sc. 3. Line i t .
Sir C P . to R.T.: “ My love I have discovered that P. Wasser- 

man is back in town.''
R.T. to Sir C-P. "Are you positive?"
Sir C P . to R-T. (Wringing his hands): “ I'm afraid so!"
This being in the third stage and time up. the play ended in a 

tragedy. This may not be much of a play ladies and gentlemen, 
but bo’v. what a cast.

FINIS.
Moof along Pleayr.

VENTRICULAR FIBRILLATIONS
Surgeon in O.P.D.: “ How did 

you first notice the lump in your 
breast, madam?”

Patient: "M y boy friend is a 
Medical student. Sir."

*  *  *

The story is told of a certain 
famous obstetrician holidaying 
at a small country village. On 
the day of the annual races of a 
neighbouring town he was cal­
led to the bedside of a woman in 
labour, as the regular doctor was

a devotee of the turf, and there­
fore absent. The rest of the town 
was absent too. the only aid he 
could get was that of the village 
idiot. After delivering the in­
fant he raised it by the feet, 
spanked it soundly, whereupon it 
howled lustily. “Well." said the 
obstetrician to the idiot. “ What 
do you think of that ?"

“Serves the little beggar right 
for getting up there." replied 
the idiot.

I F
If she calls you to her bedroom 
In the middle of the night. 
And through half-closed eyelids 

: You detect a ’ ell-tale light —
; If her bosom heaves tumultuous­

ly
Like the tide of the ocean.
And her voice is soft and tremu­

lous.
Betraying her emotion:.
If. her nostrils delate widely 
With each panting. laboured 

breath
And her shapely body trembles 
A s if approaching death.
I f  she beseeches and implores 

you.
And she grasps your trembling 

hand.
To alleviate her suffering 
The tortures of the damned — 
Brother, she's got Asthma!

—  From “The Reef.”

CN cows
Once there was a cow 
Xot a sow or a crow, but a cow. 
And she took a walk up town. 
Xot to clown or to get a laugh 
But to buy a quart of milk for 

her calf.
She bought a quart of pasteur­

ised.
Homogenised, grade A. Vitamin 

D.
, Guernsey, soft curd milk.
I And what do you supnose ?
, The calf turned up its nose.
! He wouldn't drink it.
' He said “ Mudder —
I I prefer it straight from the 
I udder."
1 J A M A .

( T  ) ruthless 
Rhymes

There was a professor named 
Ell - - t.

Who could te’l when a guy 
w . n't well yet.

He could artify death 
Disregarding his steth.
B y the fact that the bod didn't 

smell vet.
SID.

There was a professor named 
H - vns.

Who. tis said, was a fellow with 
brains.

B y a v.-ift ca'culation
Which involved menstruation.
He'd determine the onset of 

“ pains'.
• SID.* * *

TI'.C'C was a professor named 
W  - tt.

Who admitted he knew quite a 
lot.

He sa;d brands by drachms
Was a’right for exachms.
But at other times, best bv the 

tot.
SID.*  *  *

There was a professor named 
D - rt.

Who v;as reallv a good chap at 
heart.

Though some of ’ he conjectures
Onr heard at his lectures.
Sla.noed him as a type quite

apart
S!D .*  *  *

Once a physician. named 
B r - - n.

| Told a patient his heart he 
! should pawn.
But the patient said Xo.
When my clock stons to go.
You can give the old thing to 

Prof S tr - eh - n.
H .B .K .

*  *  *

i There was a surgeon named I-s.
Who treated his patients with 

moss.
Till once came the day,
W hen the patient gave" way.
and reported poos I-s to’ the 

boss.
HJ5JC.

THIS WEEK’S 
BEAUTIFUL THOUGHT

To ergot is human, to for­
get is foetaL



T H E  V E N T R I C L E

.........................................................♦

A Gastronomical 
Paradise

Bv kiml permission of tlie 
Longpig Hotel we reproduce in 
full the menu at the recently 
held Pathologist's Annual Din­
ner.

MENU
I l o r S  d ’O e u v r c i

Nutmeg liver petit fours.
S o u p

Oat cell tumour Soup a la Mortuari. 

E n tree
Sago Spleen Cutlets a la Anchovy Sauce Abscess.

V e g e ta b le s
Atheroma Porridge a la Bread 
and Butter Pericarditis el Cab­
bage, Peas, Beans and Roast 

Potatoes.

A U R IC LE SM A L LS:

In response to more than one 
reader’s request. “ The Auricle" 
is starting a “ Smalls" column. 
The fee is small — id. per 
word or 6d. a line, whichever is 
more. Advertisements must be 
handed in at the S.M.C, Office. 
Only students may advertise.

Wc will print advertisements 
of any kind—“ Births,’ ’ “ Deaths", 
"Marriages,” "Engagements", 
"Divorces", “ Wanted," “ For 
Sale", "Lost”, "Found", “ Per­
sonal", (no censorship), etc.

If this feature does not prove 
popular, we shall discontinue it.

* * *

TYPIN G  OF STU D EN TS’ 
NOTES U N DERTAKEN  A T A 
S P E C I A L  REDUCTION. — 
PHONE 44-3078 — 6.15 to 7 
p.m., Mondays to Fridays.

*  *  *

S w eets W A N TE D
Strawberry Gall I!',adder. I !

Coffee Grounds a la Shot Cat Caseation Cheese. ■
T Y P I S T  F O R  V E N T R I C L E  

E D I T O R , A S  L A S T  O N E  
C O M M I T T E D  S U IC ID E .

Medical
Pun-tuation

1. Does a patient have a 
"semicolon” after partial resec­
tion of the large intestine?

2. What should be done for a 
stenographer who misses pe­
riods ?

3. Is an intact “ hyphen” evi­
dence of virginity?

4. What i; a good treatment 
for diabetic comma?

5. Should “ parentheses” be 
read by adolescents as part of 
sex education?

STUDENTS!

Our A d ve rtis e rs  Are  
S u p p o rtin g  O UR P A P ER

SUPPORT THEM

SPECIA L
CO N FEREN CE ISSUE

of

4THE AURICLE’
ON SA LE

Friday, May 21st
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INFANTILE MORTALITY

TH E  in fa n tile  m orta lity  ra te  is  on e  o f  th e  m ost  im p orta n t in d i­
ca t io n s  o f  th e  gen era l h ea lth  o f  a nation .
In S ou th  A fr ic a  th e  E u ro p e a n  in fa n tile  d ea th  ra te  com p a res  

fa v ou ra b ly  w ith  th ose  in  o t b ? r  cou n tr ies . A m o n g  the n o n -E u r o ­
peans h o w ev er , the a v a d a b le  fig u re s  a re  d ep ress in g ly  h igh .

A NATIONAL SURVEY

ASPECTS OF THE 
NEW CURRICULUM
CR IT IC IS M  o f  an y  cu rr icu lu m  sh ou ld  ta k e  in to  a cco u n t  the fa ct  

that, n o  m atter h ow  p e r fe c t  it m a y  b ;  in  th eory , a n u m b e ; 
o f  fa ctors  ex tern a l to  it piny a m a jo r  p art in  d ete rm in in g  its 
value. F o r  this reason  it w ill b e  u sefu l to  co n s id e r  th ese  fa cto rs  
now , lest con c lu s io n s  ab ou t th e  cu rr 'cu lu m  b e  in va lid ated  by 
their neg lect.

EXTERNAL FACTORS
First amongst these external 

factors may be mentioned the 
overcrowding of students with 
respect to hospital, laboratory 
and lecturing lacilitics. A  con­
sideration ot its causes is out 
of place here, Imt it is certainly 
worthwhile to point out that 
such overcrowding is to-day 
probably the greatest single 
barrier to effective medical edu­
cation. While it is in existence 
no curriculum can be expected 
to give of its best.

Next, some attention should 
be paid to a factor often over­
looked — the personal one. The 
delivery of a lecture or tutorial 
the organisation of the lecture 
material, the amount of encour­
agement and responsibility given 
to students, the desire of stu­
dents as a group to master a 
subject — ail these factors play 
a large part in determining the 
results of a specific curriculum. 
They must therefore be care­
fully considered when attempt­
ing to assess either in actuality 
or in anticipation, the value of 
a curriculum by those results.

The remaining major external 
factor to be discussed here is 
the planning of a detailed sylla­
bus for a subject. Under the old 
curriculum there was a tendency 
to produce technicians, superior 
types of technicians, if you wish, 
with a vast and complex system 
of scientific information at their 
fingertips, but nevertheless — 
technicians. Now, at the recent 
Conference on Medical Ed-ica • 
lion (1947), Or. k. Weinbren 
pointed out that whereas the 
medical man was trained in the 
world of to-day, he would have 
to practise in the rapidly chang­
ing world of tomorrow. In that 
new world the medical practi­
tioner will be faced with con­
stantly altering concepts and 
techniques, some of them differ­
ing radically from their prede­
cessors, and he will have to fit 
them into his mental world 
Therefore, not only should lie 
lie provided with the best of 
modern knowledge, but there 
should also be developed in him 
a critical faculty and an under 
standing of the foundations of 
his knowledge so that he can 
adapt himself as efficiently as 
possible to altering conditions

W h ile  such  an  ap p roa ch  
sh ou ld  p e r n j ’ ate  c l in c a l  te a ch ­
ing, its sy stem a tic  in cu lca tion  
cam p rob a b ly  best b e  d o n e  in  the

p rec lin ica l cou rses . In  m y  o p i ­
n ion  th is  is se ld om  i f  e v e r  done. 
T o o  o ft e n  d o e s  it seem  that each  
p rec lin ica l su b ject  is taught w ith  
the o b je c t  o f  p rod u c in g , f o r  e x ­
am p le , c k -m is ts , bota n ists , b a c ­
te rio log ists , e tc . T h o s e  r e sp o n s i­
b le  f o r  the p rec lin ica l cou rses  
a re  a p p a ren tly  fo r g e t fu l  o f  C a r ­
d inal N ew m a n ’s d ictu m , that “ a 
on e  y ea r ’s cou rse , w ith ou t sequ ei 
o r  resu m p tion , prov icU s too  
sh ort a  p eriod  fo r  a slew  su b ject  
to  take ro o t .”

From this policy there lias re­
sulted a patchwork course from 
which the student emerges with 
a heterogeneous array of ill-as­
similated facts, and with but lit­
tle knowledge of the basis, scope 
and limitations cither of indivi­
dual sciences or of science as a 
whole. As a doctor, it is possible 
1l1.1t this lack of knowledge oi 
uiiidamentals may reduce his 
etlieiency in a changing society.

Having discussed briefly the 
mam external laciors, the new 
curriculum uscll may be consi­
dered. Regarded quite on it - 
own, it seems that the transfer­
ence of Obstetrics lectures to 
fourth year and of Surgery and 
Medicine and Pharmacology lec­
tures to third year, will be of 
considerable value. The great 
amount of lecturing time thus 
devolving upon the third and 
fourth years may be a neces­
sary evil, m that the clinical 
years arc thereby left in great 
part free for the all-important 
hospital work. More than this, 
however, cannot be said with 
profit. Without exact knowledge 
of the role of the external fac­
tors in the new system it is not 
possible to assess its value and 
predict its result, for, as shown 
above, the value of a course may 
depend more upon those extern­
al factors than upon the time­
table facade which is all we 
know of the new curriculum. At 
present, from our scanty know­
ledge, we can only sav that to 
ns the new curriculum. with 
minor exceptions here and tnere. 
seems little more than the old 
mie in a slightly different guise, 
having most of its faults and 
virtues alike. Until more i- 
known of the intimate working 
of the new curriculum, i' is as 
well to reserve our judgment, 
and to remember that, if it is 
loo early to give bomi icts, it is 
certainly too soon to throw any 
stones.

In Pretoria, the non-European 
imanlilc mortality rate wa„ 303 
tier thousand persons in the year 
19.19. while it was only 51 per 
thousand among the Europeans, 
and 50 per thousand in England 
and Wales. In 1942 the non-Eu­
ropean infantile death rate was 
2O9 per thousand, while it was 
only 57 among the Europeans 
and 55 in England and \\ ales.

For all races in Pretoria there­
fore, the average intantile mor­
tality rate is 103" per thousand 
persons. It the rates covering the 
whole of South Africa were 
available and comparison is to be 
made with other countries than 
the above statistics must of 
necessity be considered.

Ur. F’ox in Ids investigations 
of the Transkei found that 15 
to 20 per cent, of the population 
died during the first year; 25 
to 38 per cent, before the age ot 
2 years and 30 to tx> per cent 
died before attaining 18 years 
of age.

It is  an estab lish ed  fa c t  that 
m ost in fan tile  d eath s a re  p r e ­
ven tab le  fo r  th ere  is s u ffic ie n t  
p ro o f  that im fantile m o rta lity  
ra tes  v a ry  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  s o ­
c io -e c o n o m ic  status o f  th e  p e o ­
p le . A m o n g  the w ea lth y  th e  ra te  
is n e g lig ib le  an d  as the e c o n o m ic  
p o s itio n  d e te r io ra te s  the in fa n ­
tile  m orta lity  ra te  in crea ses .

Woolf and Watcrson of tlie 
Birmingham University who 
have carried out extensive re­
searches in the relationship be­
tween the infantile mortality 
rfale and socio-economic condi­
tions of people say: “of the pre- 
vcnlible deaths, one third are 
associated with overcrowding, 
one quarter with low paid occu­
pations, one fifth with unem­
ployment and one eighth with 
the industrial employment of 
women.”

H a ve y o u r  T y p in g  an d  D u p lic a ­
ting  D o n e  S p eed ily  a n d  C o n f i ­
d en tia lly  by

" S E R V I O "
P .O . B o x  7611. P h o n e  22-0976 

71-72 G len ca irn  B uild ings. 
J ou b ert St. J O H A N N E S B U R G

UNIVERSAL BOOK 
AGENCY

70 H A R R I S O N  S T .. C I T Y  
H A V E  A l  l M E D I C A L  

B O O K S
P rices  as E lsew h ere

So high a mortality of in­
fants during their first year must 
imply that many of those alive 
escape death only to suffer 
from physical and mental de­
formity at later stages. But we 
know the remedy.

Foremost is the placing of the 
entire population, irrespective of 
race, colour or creed, on a high­
er socio-economic stratum. For, 
a higher income means a better 
standard of living which in turn 
means better health.

W e  sh ou ld  sa tis fy  this prim ary  
p rereq u is ite  an d  then  bu ild  ou r  
a n te -n a ta l, ch iid -w elfa t* - an d  
o th e r  c l ’m ics w h ich  w ill then 
fu n ction  w ith  a  g rea ter  d e g ree  
o f  e f f ic ie n c y  an d  su ccess.

D .W .

B E A C O N S F I E L D  
FASHIONS (PTY.), LTD.

46a K o tz e  S treet—  H 1 L L B R O W
(Next to Curzon Cinema.)

Costumes
Dresses

Coats
10 P e r  cen t. D iscou n t o n  all 
G o o d s  on  p resen ta tion  o f  this 

A d v e r t .

STUDENTS & MEDICAL 
SUPPLIES (PTY.), LTD.

(Opp. Non-European Hospital) 
We can supply Medical Students 
with:

S T A T I O N E R Y .
IN S T R U M E N T S

T E X T B O O K S  and 
F IC T IO N

A ls o  C ig a re ttes  an d  T o b a c c o .

EDITORIAL STAFF:
E d it o r - in -C h ie f : I .. Shuhitz. 
E n g lish  E d ito r : B. Levinson. 
N ew s E d ito r : W. Savage.
S p orts  E d ito r : I. Abclson. 
T e ch n ica l D ir e c to r : B. Mandell.
B u sin ess  M a n a g e r : H. S. Hur-

witz.
S e c re ta r y : Miss G. Schwartz. 
D istr ib u tion  M a n a g e r : J. Howell 
M e m b e r s : Messrs. Schewitz and

Solanki.
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SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS
TH E R E  has been  a grea t d ea l o f  d iscu ss ion  a b ou t the W its . 1st 

R u g b y  X V . T h is  is  beca u se  o f  the team 's  m ost co n v in c in g  
d isp lay  in  th e  first  g am e o f  th e  sea son  aga in st R a n d fon te in , and 
o f  its  m ost d isa p p o in tin g  d isp la y  the fo llo w in g  w eek  again st 
D ig g ers .

RUGBY CRIT IQ UE
In the first game the team 

showed that it was fit and the 
forwards and three-quarters did 
all that was asked of (hem.

Then came the display against 
Diggers. There was an unusually 
large crowd at lillis Park and 
the Wits. XV proceeded to give 
one of the poorest displays for 
a team with a reputation gained 
only the week before.

The team was beaten good and 
solid and if it were not for the 
forwards we would have been 
completely disgraced. The fol­
lowing yeek however, (Wed., 
2t si April) we saw Wits, draw 
with Pirates in a game where 
the team was unfortunate to 
draw.

The forwards played excep­
tionally well and of the “ threes'' 
Lawton was outstanding.

N ow  w h y  is  it that W it « . r e ­
d eem ed  its e lf  s lig h t ly ?  S om e say 
that it  is  beca u se  L ee  w as d r o p ­
ped fro m  the f ly -h a lf  p osition  
and that O fcp rh olzer rep la ced  
H erb st . T h is  1 m ust adm it p la y ­
ed  a b :g  p art, but th e  b lam e fo r  
th e  D ig g e rs  g am e can n ot be 
p la ced  so le ly  on  L ee .

L e e , as is w ith  ev e ry  p layer, 
w as o f f  o n  that d ay  an d  he m is ­
sed h is m an ev ery  tim e. C a n y , 
the cen tre , then  a ttem p ted  L e e 's  
jo b  w h ich  h e  d id  m ot a ccom p lish . 
In th is  w a y  the D ig g ers  line a l ­
w ays had an  o v e r la p  an d  cou ld  
n o t  b e  stopp ed .

The Mimic must fall partly on 
the shoulders of the Wits, flanks, 
for it was shown in the Pirates 
game that they had apparently 
learnt their lesson. By this, I 
mean that they were on their 
toes and when Sharpe missed his 
man. Small and his men were on 
the spot to down him. Why they 
(lid not do this in the Diggers 
game has many answers. But, 
whatever the answer, the failure 
of the display against Diggers 
was not solely Lee’s fault.

In the last three games Wits.

was beaten by West Rand, West 
Rand Cons, and E.K.P.M . In 
order to finish as well up in the 
league as they did last year, the 
team will have to win the majo­
rity of the remaining fixtures.

Good Luck to Wits on their 
rugby tour of the Cape.

A word about the Rugby Club. 
This club is one of the best run 
and efficient, and perhaps if the 
Soccer Club took more interest 
it would also be better. The Soc­
cer Club and their teams are 
extremely poor and it is a shame 
that in a University as large as 
this it can do no better.

OTHER SPORT
T h e  B o x in g  a n d  W r* * t lin g  

C lu b  is once more advertising 
the coming of wrestling coaches. 
This, has been so for the past 
two years and not once has such 
a person been present. The only 
coaches present were extremely 
young and inexperienced, know­
ing very little of the new ama­
teur rules. Let us hope that they 
will fulfil their promise this year.

T h e  U n iv e rs ity  G o l f  C lu b  held 
its annual tournament on Tues­
day, 41 It May. Good golf as well 
as bad was seen, but all partici­
pants bad ;m enjoyable day in 
the open. In the "A " Division 
(handicap of 12 or under) Ernie 
Lewis (First Year Medical) 
emerged the winner, in being 
one up, over 36 boles, on last 
year’s champion Reg. Taylor.

G. Stein (fourth year Medical), 
won the “ B ’’ Division with two 
consistent rounds of Hi). Stein’s 
handicap is 14 and his nett total 
therefore was 150. Chipkin was 
second. For the best nett in the 
“A” Division, Matthews (5th 
year Medical) won a cup.

It is hoped that this year, as 
last year, South Africa will send 
representatives to take part in 
the Boyd-Qliaich Golf Tourna­
ment. East year II. Brews 
(Wits.) won the tournament.

L ast, but n o t  least, hea rtiest 
con g ra tu la t io n s  t o  D esm on d  V .

C oh en  (5 th  M e d ic a l) , o n  be in g  
ch o se n  to  rep resen t S ou th  A fr ic a  
at the fo r th c o m in g  O ly m p ic  
G am e in  L o n d o n  durim g the n v d - 
d le  o f  this year. C oh en , w h o  
ca m e  in to  the lim eligh t w ith  r e ­
c o rd -b re a k in g  w ins in S ou th  A f ­
r ica n  sw im m in g  o n ly  a c o m p a r a ­
t ive ly  sh ort w h ile  a g o , w ill 1 am 
su re, n o t  let S ou th  A f r 'c a  d o w n .

T h e  hest o f  lu ck  fro m  all.

L A T E  N E W S

O n W e d n e sd a y , U .C .T . b ea t 
W its . X V  by 17 to  3 in the fir s t  
gam e o f  the R u g b y  tour.

V.D. CONFERENCE 
STARTS ON

FRIDAY, 21st.
“ T h e  P ro b le m  o f  V en erea l D i ­

sease in  S ou th  A fr ic a ”  is the 
them e o f  this y e a r ’s S .M .C . C o n ­
fe r e n c e , to  b e  held  fro m  F rid a y , 
21st, t o  M o n d a y , 24th M a y .

This crucial problem will be 
considered from every angle by 
a series of competent speakers 
whose names will be announced 
later. Full details of the sessions, 
papers and speakers will be giv­
en in a special number of the 
“Auricle' appearing in May.

T o  e v e ry  student at M ed ica l 
S c h o o l, t b ;  “ A u r ic .e “  w ou ld  like 
to  ray —  as it has sa ’d s o  o ft e n  
b e fo re  —  “ T h is  is Y O U R  C o n ­
fe re n ce  —  g iv e  it y o u r  fu ll s u p ­
p ort  b y  c o m in g  to  ev ery  se s ­
s ion .”  W ith o u t  a d ou b t, the A n ­
nual C o n fe re n ce  is the m ost im ­
p orta n t ev en t in the M ed ica l 
S tu d en ts ' ca len d a r  and on e  w o r ­
th y  o f  the w h oleh i :arted  in terest 
a n d  su p p ort  o f  ev e ry  student 
w h o  d eserves  to  w ea r  a w h ite  
c o a t  w ith  a s te ih . stick in g  out 
o f  the p o ck e t - S o  let’ s h a v e  a 
r e co rd  a tten d a n ce  th 's  y e a r !

CONGRATULATIONS
T o  Ju lian  H o f fm a n , 5th Y ear, 

o n  b e in g  se le cted  to  represen t 
W its . M e d ica l S c h o o l at the S tu ­
d en ts ' C o n fe re n ce  in L o n d on .

AN D C O N G RA T U LA T IO N S
T o  D es  C oh en , 5th Y ea r , an 

be in g  n om in a ted  to  re p resen t 
S ou th  A fr ic a  in the S w im m in g  
T j:am  fo r  the O ly m p ic  G a m es.

L E A R N  T O  D A N C E

J O H N  W E L L S  
and

RENEE SISSONS
Star All England Champions

1944- 1946.
British Professional Champions 

1947.
C /o .  B o b  W illia m s  S c h o o l o f  

D a n cin g
C om m ercia l H o u se  (5 th  F lo o r )  

124, F o x  S treet,
J O H A N N E S B U R G

P h o n e  22-9609.

Photographers
FOR YO UR G R O U P 

G RA D U A T IO N  
and W ED D IN G  
PH O TO G R A PH S

L E T  OUR E X P E R IE N C E  
G IV E  YOU

TH E B EST  R E SU L T S ...

lohn Dodgson & O'Byrne 
P A L A C E  B L D G S ., 

R IS S IK  ST ., 
J O H A N N E S B U R G  

Opp. Stuttafords

Florian Dinners

Luncheons
C A FE  & RESTAURANT 0pen.air Re|axafion 

Cor. Twist and Ko'ze Streels. on onr Spac'ous Terrace 
1 4-4-M >-»♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ »♦ <
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