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postu:.:e of Peter Hoxrn's poetry. Rather, Sole erﬁpldys a

complex comparison between his wife's pregnancy and an
axplusive political situation to explore the problems

wf responding to his milien., On 'the one hand, his

unborn child is l_i'keneé.d in i'ts unpredictability, power

and potentiality to “the bomb of the fukure”, a

comparison which forces fhe poet to consider the wider
socigl oircumstances of which his ‘persobal olrcum-

stansed are part. Ou the other hand, his desire for "

political justice and an endsto state oppressicn - .in
the form of propagendsz, military force or the s_;i.'?egcing
of protest - is complicated by his, desire to Keep his
mife aml unborn ¢hild safe from the destructiveness .of
way. Th;s\\ éegire far safety is he:.ghrened by - the

prohlematic disjum:;ion ‘between- iﬂdievi&uqr personal

. desires cn the pne hand, and larger, politica], desires
on the other, Sole offars’ no easy resulutions.O

ad, vhe poem conc'ludes with a t:ompressed cofnp kex
even ambigmms inage af words' meauings  ticking

iusg

articulation will ultimately: favour’ the explosion of

the poet's child intd the world, or the traumatic birth

¢ bombs in the poet's throat. Whether their

of & new policg?cal ispensation, remains undetermined

and 1s., perhaps, Ffor the time being at least,
undeterminable. The poew’s unresolv»d ending ought not
to be construed as weakuess or as an undemining of the

_uoet's materialist peosition, but rather asg an' honest

and courageous acknawledgement of one of the highly
complex d:.lemaiaf" confronting all South Africans,’
including Ma;xists. Lliving in this count.ey today.

&

"ironic -twist in thé penultimate stanza where the warm-
 fire turns out t;__o be. ot a cosy, household hearth, but
‘rather the houss itself. I{% reaponse to this“ h:ghly

2y
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The critique of the prevailing South African political
system, offered by contemp}srary Scuth African English

poets, has been conducted, generally, ffom two main ™

ideclogical perspectwes. The Marxist critique of the
system, as expressed im the work of poets such as Peter
Horn, Teremy Cronin and-. Kelwyn Scle, represencs one
such pe.-:f-;péc.'tiﬁ:}e. For. the most part, however, whatever

the inreilét'tulkl or t&e»nref“ical force of the Mar’iqist: .

persppctwe, it reinains an option embraced by only a
small prc-portmn cat those white English-language poets
who have effered a crik cique of the apartheid eystem.
By far the majarz.ty of politically oriented white
Fnglish- }.angua:.—,e poets in South Africa have tended o
follow a line of polhtical ‘thinking which may be

classified 'braadly as “i;iberal humanist:"_63 This term
‘has ‘béen frequently and! ‘widely misunderstood, however,

aspecially in the contémporaw period, and: so it is
necessdry to provide soma definition of the Jem before
suggesting how it may uf}efully he applied to the moq}e
of political analysis aﬁvanced by a number of recent
South African English poets :pr whose work one aspect of
the WESSA traditicm of diﬁssent is manifested. %
As was mnoted earlier w"hen dealing with the Ma.rxisL
perspective, in the years following the Nationa{
Party's 1948 election vicrary the main line of officiai
white political oppbsi.!:ibn to the gwernment wag a:

generallv liberal ome.’ W‘it.h the drastico polarisationi .-

» and radica Lisq!tmn of pdiitmal !;hought; and - acﬁiﬂn

whidh took Flace "duri.ng the' 19%80s, such liber_al
_ opposltion (as it was then’ undera__tdbd) seemed to become

intreasingly ineffective and even redundant. Partly in
response to :{:ts own apparent inadequacies, and partly
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. in . response to the challénge pased by the emergent _

Marxist school of thought, liberalism was forced in the

late 1960% and early 1970s. into ah urgent process of
reassessment and adaptation of itself to the changing.

political . conditions iﬁ South Africa. It 1is the
contention of this study that in the contemporary

. period the liberal humanistic traditidn'haé'adapted and
“developed wuccessfully and once ubre represents

effectivé andf?%werful mode of oppcsition tu1aparcheid

To' shbstantiate this, it is useful briefly mo explore -
, some of the central critiqiaQS of Iiberalism in South’

AfriCﬁ- o : “ . . . ‘ '.‘- . ) ]

As Butler, Elphick“and Welsh. note WEB*& lxbefala "have
_been accusad of’being boch stronz and weav S |

. &
. a #*
ca
b

“as ﬂzmbars of the eatablisﬁmant co&}1ic1t "in
! uaintaining aparthaid and .as peripm~rax 1ﬂewlists

C oA

eof failuxa in praducing raform. ﬁﬁ_vffm
Thay_huwe. for exam;ln, been perceived ag aupporting
exploitative apartheid capitalist practicas, of

_bbffering empty. paterrmlistic. gestures rather than
' - effecting real reform, and of obstructing the path to -
- justice and democracy by insiating on adherence to the

law. 'Invaddition, they have besn condemned_fgt lacking

rigour and empirical substantiation in theixr social dnd .

policical analysis, Hart{n Legassick, ”_Fhe Marxist
hi;g;ritg,“ﬁakzs the . point that libatalimn in South

& Hag often beer 3 U o ﬁjiﬁr

;F

- ¢ AR
as force trying on the one haud to winimize or
disguise the conflictual and coercive aspects of

the social structure, and on the other to convince

s
f
&

' with no political constituhncy and a long recardf

I
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selected Africans that the grievdaces they felt
cotld be ameliorated - through reforms which

. liberals could p:omulgate.f’ﬁs

As applied to South African liberalism in the 1950s and
1960s, such criticisms, while not wholly justified; are
. ne\ferttﬁeless not without some wvalidity. In the
Zontemporary period, however, liberalism in this
country has réspbnded to altersd circumstances and has _
_ af'dapt:ed' and developad to the extent that it now
requires an objective rveappraisal and redefinition. .
Such an assessment 'of the liberal tradition in the
_contemporary period is provided by Butler, Elphick and .
WElsh‘,-?ﬁ 'who maintain that present_-—iiay ‘liberalism in
South Africs. is’ based on three central concepts:
freedon, | dmérscy and - humane.” _iraluea. Firstly,

~ fresdom, &s understood by liberals today, is concerned

- ot sclely with individuals in an atomistic view of
society, -but also with the protection of communities
and  groups, ethnic and other, that "have been the
objeqts of discrimindtion. (The Rawlesian notion of
“affﬁmative action". therefore forms an important paft
.of liberalism's strategic thinking.) Equally important

" is the defence of private ‘instituuuions threatened by

the state, including 'the“apresa. judiciarf, ‘universities
ahd business. . (Though the emphasis with regard to - °
. husiness falls: on free enterprise, there 'is no place , °

" for the unchecked exploitativeness ‘of g¢ompletely

laissez-faire capitalism.) A8 Butler et al. olserve,
S "only a;fsociety 'wi.ﬁth» mult;pie centres of power. can
withetand the pressures for ‘suthoriterianism endamic in
South _Af;;__i:can_ﬂscii:iéty".&?' ‘The second basic "tenet of
. contemporary’ _So{iﬁ}f Afﬁricaﬂn liberalism is democray.
Despite disagreement én the most effective strategies. .
~ for. aéh}.evingﬂ a democratic soclety, there is little

. B | . . o
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>



297,

support | ig‘).:? liberalism today for defining democracy &s
gnything less than universal franchise, exercised im
free and open elections for the country's rulers. .The
third cruci.al aspect of South A&frican liberalism in the
contempcrary pern.od is its emphasis on humane values
- that trapscend the usual realm of‘(:ml:.tical ideology.
‘I‘hesg humanism.c values include, as Butler et a}. note,
e
W B s
"a reliance on altru_,ism as a force for social
renewal ...; an . optimism about the regenerative
_end healing possibilities of history, deapite amch o/
,distressing evidence to the contrary; an emphasis o
on fair play and ethicsl behaviour in politics; a. _
o ' reluctance to agree that the end can ever justify
" . the meae ; ‘and. a confidence that. education a.nd"
-religipn based on ‘1ibetal valuea can ghape a
moral, well- iniomd, ‘and democratically minded
o ' ~-_cit§§enry“. o Lo ' '

o An ussenttal practical extension of this hmanistic
\ ~tradition, is the Pelief tiat political ehange in South

Africe  can take place throush peaceful, evolutionary .
\ means, rather than through violent revoluticn, and that
adherence ,to the rule’ of law remains an indispensable
‘element in. such pcliti.cail_ ange. 0

1t must be sﬁresseda that contemporary South African .
liberalism ought net to be construed as conforming to a

rigid, i1deological pattern, despite the _heighten%ﬂ
rigour and sophistication of its - socio-_poli!_:{cal
analysis . Richard Elphick, 5%.in framing a theorevi-

cal characteriaation of liberal: thinking, maintains’

that it lacks a' paradigm analogous to the Marxist,

| that it is, in fact, pluralist by comviction, and that
2 it is committed to no causal model and affirms no

1)
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fundamental to South African history, At the same
_time, however, 1liberal thought is not to be seen as
"vague or amorphous or incq;lsi_itent. it mssessesE a
 unity resting on common political allegisnces, on a
critical stance towards the white-dominated So&th
ﬁfrican state, and, especially, on a commitment to
freedom and Justice. Thus, while liberal thought 1n
Seutlr Africa today may be churacterised by 3qhe
pfu?al;ty, . flexibility . and heterogeneity, it
nonetheless possesses - a coherence 'ana unity which
: fderives from its foundation . upon .a binding set Iof
~ values and principles ard attitudes, particularly thase .
" of freedam. demoqracy and social humanitariqnism. %
b o ' ' : o E ' i
} From this account, ;I'ﬁnﬁld seem’ that liberal Lumanism,
ag it ha;"develope 'd%d ,adapted in the contemporary
. pa;iod.acontinues to'¥ reaent 8 powerful and relevant
- political fofce and:to form an - important component of
 the WESSA t'adition of dimsent, Given the plural and
multiform ature of liberal _thought, however, it is
élearly yot as easy to discern liberal political
: thinkigg e the work ﬂf South African Engliah poets as
s it is 4in  €he casé of Marxism. Without a set
t oretical model ‘or paradigm to work with, it" becomes
yﬂnfficult to clasgify a particular poem as a c¢learly
g) liberal poem or to identify a particular poet aimply as
" a 1lberal pedr. - Hevertheless, it is posaible to
categorise a bady of poetry or the work of 'h
ﬂiﬂﬁivmdual poet - a8 1iberal”humanist in' itgs  political
ariantatian, as long as the categarisati is lipfted
_ surictly to poetry -whose content and focus isvof s
| directly. political natura.7°- This limitation allows

" cognizsnce to be taken of the fact that many "liberal"

poets, do. not always and_ necessarily writeWpolitical'
poens, and also thﬁf many poems, while! ingluding

.
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passing or peripherail reference to political issues,

are. not necessarily "political" im any specific sense
of the word, Poetry may be termed liberal humanist in
so far as it expresass, oY einbodies, or adheres to, or
is based upon, a core set of liberﬁl_humanis_t values,

These wvalues, as outlined above, ave fundamentally
those of freedom, democracy and social humanitarianism.
. Thus, despite fairly wide variations in style, form and
" temperament, & number of South African English poets
may be clasgified as liberal humanist in that there 1s

evident in their politically Ffocussed poetry an

adherence or comitihent to- fundament:al J.iberal humanist
values. , Such poets include not only those, such zs .
 Liomel aAbrahams and Patrick Cullinan, who have openly
.,_declared thelr liberal humanist orientation, but also

those, auch as Christophér Hope, Mike Nicol, Chris Mann,

Robeii: Greig snd others, whose work- clearly -enbodies |

libeul hmniat. : vqlues even though the poets
thmelves may not have directly acknowledged their

E]

It wust be noted that not a1l literary criticism has
regarded contemporary liberal humsnist poetry in quite
this "hay. A number of critics, influenced yerhaps by
the radical. shifts in critical practice in the 1960s
and 19708, have tended to define recent liberal poetry.
rather narrowly &s merely a continuation of earlier

liberal poetic activiry and have hence tended to equate .

it with the -ttaditional, the conventional, the
familiar. ‘The tendency, &s & result, is to see liberal

_pcetrj genarally jnot ‘as varied and diverse, but rather .

as uniﬁurm, . customary, non-isnovative. Michael
Chapman, for example , in his introduction to A Century
of South African Poetry, sees the liberal huhanist
voatic  traditiom fomﬁ%lg: "an  unbroken  line

..::_.,
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which beging with Pringle, is taken up by Slater, and
culminates in the poets of the war generation: Butler,

Currey, Delius, Eglington, Wright.n According to
‘Chapman, - S

“this is a2 poetry which, in keeping with those’
conciliatory. ideals traditionally associated with -

English intellectual 1life, broadly characterises a
humane - and reasonable speaking voice which
dominatés over image-making. = The tones are
'familiar s csmmunity-»mspxred, and, while there

is ;} w*llingneéa to criticigse soeial authority -
...y ‘thHe poetry'a syntax, which 1is usually °

logically arranged, implies an  underlying
confidence in given moral and literary values."’?
Chapman then goes on to assert that this "literary
traditionélism" " continues to inform South African
English poetic activity today in the work of poets auch
as Cullinan and Mann.cn' Thus, while he does concede
some limited diversity within the ‘traditional‘ .
iiveral poe'try of  today, Chapman generally ‘seems to
view 1t as largely conventional, unidimensional,
unoriginal, particularly in comparison with what he
mrﬂﬁd "an exciting literary radicali.sm' (whether of an
ani.i-poeti.c" or a "romantic-symbolist“ mode) and to

which he wishes to give prominence in his criticiam.“

Zven more harshly, GStephen Watson, in wmuch "of his
earlier, materialist-based literary criticis;n,?s
upbraided Ilberal-humanist poets -for reproducing the

. banal, sterile. moribund qualities.(as he saw them) of

the WESSA o o—culi,ure in their poetry. 'I’!_iis; poetry, he

- felt, " was unimaginative, superficial p‘msaic, dull, ~
"and was typified by "a curious linguistic deadness” snd

Ya one-dimensikonal vision." : _ " o

y
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In these kinds of critical appraisals, it seems that

the critics have not taken sufficient note of the
developments and adaptations which libéral humanist
thought “has undergone in the contemporary peried, and
so they continue to apprehend liberal humanism in
ocutnoded and . partial terms, Conseﬁuently. they
struggle to see the ways in which contempovary liberal
humanist values inform racent liberal poetry; in
particular, critics such as Chapman and Watson do. not

seem alive to the vreal variety and range of

op’ ciporary liberal humanist poetry, especially in its
cr’:igue of the -apartheid system in South Africa. - The

.rest of this chapter will therefore examine the various

ways in which ldiberal poets have criticiseéd the South

_ African political order, a criticiam which ranges in

form from direct. .graphic descriptions - and

condgmnations of apartheid practlcea to more subtle and

suggestive poetic strategies, and from candid,
aelf%evaluatrve reflections on the nature of liberal

_ _humanist opposition to apartheid Fo explétations of
- possible methode of fxnding solutions to the problem of

" apartheid itself. Each of these forms of critique will
 be created in turn.’ o » :

1In thé;firgéjplace, a number of recent liberal humanist
poets have offered a critigue of South Africa’s

political sysnem “in a direct way, effectively utilising
a poetry of plain statement to confront the major evils

of their society clearly and forthrightly.

In the past, 1iberal poetry hes stqu accused of
aeemtng ‘unable or unwxlling to face up te social
“injustice directly.

(LI PO Ty suggested that its

typically - refined discourse, its concern with

_aesthetics,. its concentration on fu:malistiq devices,

Fi
o
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all serve to obscure a poem's umaning'and to divert
attbnrion “hway from the ostensihly political content of

a poem and towards elitist, hegewonic cultural

coficerns\ - Likewise, ambiguities im  political
respanses;Q.ﬁconveyed typically = through Llinguistic
ambiguities and semancic multivelency, are seen not as

an honest and sensitive ackgowlédgemént of ambivalence,

but rather as at best ignorince and weskness and as at
worst a tacit supporting of the status que. Whatever
the validity of such eriticisms in the past, they do
not seem - justified when applied indiscriminately to

contemporary South &%y%%@p 1iteral poetry. Far from

*éeeking refgge_ in ﬁthe" evasiveness of metaphor or

~ layered ambiguity; several 1iK}rai poets have presentgd”

= uneguivocal and direct céhdeﬁﬁat;gns of the injusticis
" and britality of the apartheid system.

&

"That 48 a violent country:
harsh in landscape

~ and governmens.“ People
live, ccld and unsmiling,

with the rope's knot
against, their necks,
. waiting for the trap

to open., Everyone,

those in labour camps o
on the edges of cities, b
or thoge in grand houses

‘on wide avenues is

.+ .ruled by the hard law

v of death, Hatred and fear "

- ‘have bought their hearts, l
There the State is all:

§ 3

<+

L4

 Mike Nicol's poenm, ' “A 'Violent Country"™ {(Among the
Souvenirs, 1978), exemplifies the capacity of liberal
‘humanist poetry to address social and political evil
+  directly. ﬂ B
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EITE geography a matter ©

- of striet borders.
electrified against enemies;
its uniforms ami laws,

instltutions and pplitics : o

o

£ the people. .Even ..  .{ .
.»On quiet rcads after &'B L
3 %;

the breathless tension :

ar sunset, Authority's e
“frightenxng‘vozve , _ S

shoutrs from mountains: iﬂ% ' T

. "Regard only the State. & L, @
The . State is the true oo 5 o
Reality.'’' Love means : R

"nothing in au iron State, ' o

0 "politiciaﬂs wear the uﬁiform | - Bv-
is'a sudde
into.a whi

drop
ewasﬂed rcom."

| ; » of power, Eustlce ) _ ; v R

~voice reducedsito @ virt iy prosaic, bare utterance

imitation bf the Marxist ideal poetic fwrm ‘as

practised, - fo?ieiample.'by Peter Horn, Thoagh Nieol’ s’

poen denounces apartheid the terms i@;which it dqas 80

 are ‘clearly liberal rather “than materialist. In
{paruiculary contrary to the Mafkm@t political analysis, .

rhis poem identifies the fundamental cause of politieal
injustzxe not as essencially economic, but rather “in
humanistic terms: “Haﬁred“ has replaced "Love", trua_

“jubtice" has beeﬁ;supplanted by the “power of the

Staté, and individeal rights and liberties h&ve .been

" erofBied by The axpitrary exevrcise of "Authority”. These
A & ; S R o

Fa St

: .:_f 'Sﬁjﬁ - S
| Y B
Hicc‘ employs al 1anguage of plain statemant a language«
(almost\: entirely‘ stripped of poetic embe‘llisbment, in
order ! to aseserﬂ{\ unequivncally the brutal inii:st;icea g

" perpetiated by the, Seuth Af%ican State. ““The "poetic

the horrifying’ fad €8 of the apartheid sybtem"
are exposed and condemned. Yet the poem is notl a’ mere )

e
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violatiﬂns of humane wvalues are not occasioned by tbg

class struggls but rather cdt across class divisions

and affect all members of the sntieiy u&;cterlﬂh slye.

L=

"those in labour camps

on the edg&s of the cities, : )

or ‘those in grand houses o ' v
on wide avenues". . 7o U a

o & I

o B E]

#Again unlike much Marxist poetry, Nicel's poemusgpﬁs
short of pr3posing &lear-eut "solutfons™ to the

problems of South Arrmca and’ so functions not as an

atrempt to mobilise and militarisé ics audience, “but -

rather ‘as a straightforward protest against « che
infringement of human rights by the Government and .

| against the perpetration of poli&ical vielence.

Whatever solutions are ,to be Jfound, 'the ynderlying’

. loplication of the poem is that they too  ought- to be

ground%§ in the val%gﬂ of. freedot and jastice and love

('S
o
&,

Like ﬁicol Chris Mann has also at times made uge ‘of”

_slmple, uhaddrned language 1 - an;ug ‘bare the ugrim
. realities of eppression,ﬁﬁs in "Shooting Practice" (A

World of Their Own, ‘ed. S. Gray, 19757, "Love ‘and Fear"

~and “TFB Detaineaﬁ (bnth in Pirst Poems, 1977). LIn
‘this last-mentiBned poem, the continuing peychological

trauma wrought by a perfbd of detention with%pt trial
ig conveyed all rheé moré mowamfuliy throngh the plain
dictiofi and quiet rhythms, through a poetry ‘shorn of

all obtrusive literary qffects or hyperﬁole. o ==

"ngs wag, no . physical beaé&n -
with su tletv a great paflence
her captors & ered out her thoughts,

. then battered t em with ridicule,

* untdil all she was and stood for, ®
seemed cringing, shabby, and wrbng. <y

oo ..: N . ’ @ . . \_.'\‘,

W @

‘.

i
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final line.. At another level, however, the word
"etcetera' - does convey meaning &s it suggests that so
1ong asépeoplﬂ ignore such violence and simply garry on
with the rest of their lives {("etcetera™) so will such
acts of violence and others {"etodtera™) continue to be

‘committed. However inadequate laenguage may seem to be,
it is the one tool at the' poet's disposab to protest

against viclence and injustice and to help Yring about.
4 more eguitable and humane soclety, even if it means
going back to the very roots of’ language:

“snd there is grammar". C | ‘ -

Numercus Liberal humanisf poets have, indeed, presénted

direct’ and unequivocal eriticisms of the whole panoply
of apartheid polic.es and practices, from detentlon
without trial to the migrant labour system to the Group
Areas Acc to the_Immorality Act, To take ‘a single
éxample,'the cruel pfadticé_af forced removals has been

condemned in the most umambiguous terms by poets suwth

gs Mike Nicol, "Urban Renewal: . Fourteenth Street”

. (Among the Souvenir& 19?83, ‘@%:is Mann, "On the

Disposal of Effluent"” i(a woz'm Their Own, ed. §.
Gray, 1976), Erancis Faller, “Magop' - The

_ruaeaettlement“ (Weather Wprds, 1956), and &1 Y James,
- "after a Demolition Rafg on a Squatter :Camp" and

“Squatteru Homes Demolished: Trogsroads and KTC Camps"
(both. in Producing the .Lundscape, 1987). In this

'last-mentioned poem, James ﬁa confronted=by&the rank
- festival® of the demolition af homes, an action which -
. James condemns . as a crime(agﬁinat humanity and a ‘sin

againsf God. James character tically employs 2 style‘_
w8 and: unugual, even°
afehaic dietion, a practice which at times results in

. scme degree of obscurity and difficulty. in this -poem,

however, the poet’ 8 condemnation of the demolitinn is

o
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couched in a language of astringent eclarity and
directness and in tones of barely cantrolled horror and
rage . ) ("_ B . - . N

"Can be no account of it . . ¢ L
cnﬁp}ete, ruled: » the brckenness .
and bregking will not balance, : - _

, not- ge salﬁ,utterly. the : ' !
~knowing of it teo little _ ] i
and not enough, not ewver _ @

- enough: wholeness of hortor :
not pogsilile to know: Cross-
roads, KTC ~ names as stohes :
thrown and these but bits, crumbs of
happenings of dark., Beasts in :
the heart s¢ there are. Oh this
rank féstival, How they scoff
at .shelters, "mouck ground givan |
over., Stop. Do not prosper -

- such evil, its men. Wiil you ~ . - . : -
not drag them away with hooke? : : 2
Use what you ilke, Tear each cne~ :
‘apart. Unmake them. Take not . ~ ¢
your eye from this place: let the
intocent be innocent: ‘ ’
oh how could you give them up?
Their sufféring like a stone
‘hits you in your owmn very o
intestines: a compukgion . ' AR

of suffering tonat isan _ : R

unknowing cobedience @

which has beconmie submispion. :

Shall this be suffilient? Shall L
re be required? Tu despair . . . -
11l tf come? A frenzy out-

grows AHrayer and relevance of -

gxayaEQ Mercy. Vengganch.“

In addition to a poetry of direct polit@cal criticism
expreased through sxmple. straightfnrwa*éf1anguage, a

. number of contemporary liberal humanist poets have also
‘utilised other methods to expose and condemn South

Africa’s apartheid system. In p\rticular, these poets
have offered 'a ericique of the political si wation in
fouth Africa thﬁough variou Qizndirect means, Tn

address political ¥ssues in an indirect or oblique way

. ] B .
syt
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need not necessarily. indicate an ev%ﬁlveness, or a

timidity about - donfrontation, or a- disguised

bﬁc&nservatism; it may rather be seen simply as, a

.. they have al

themselves’ unab e to continue writing poetry. Thas,
'Halthcugh,Jasud scussed above, liberal _poets hav

. different, and at times highly = effective, set of
 tactdeg) The insistéhce on the continued and exclusive

uss of dirfect methods in po1ig1cal poetry seems to lead

inevitably to imaginative exhauaniﬂn, repetztiveneSQ'
and ciiché - a charge which could be levelled against

Marxist pqetsnﬂu'_ ag Peter Horn or the Soweto poets of

the 19703} many | of whom, like ﬂongane 3erote, ;ound’

not

to ‘employ the most direct’ and
strategles in their political puetry,
recogniaed the uecaasity and the value

begen unwillin
straightforwar

- of exploring:ather means of bxpreasiug their analysis

' and eritiei
The variety/ of such indirect methods is roo wide for
this study -

" methods,/

cf\phe Sou»h}Aﬁxican political order.

to be able to provide a- comprehenstve

account; ;finsteadLJ a few reasonably representative '
“,exqmgled}fwill. ba gelected which may serve o as

L&

illuatr;?ian of the zange and diveraity of su&h

TS

L .(:'__.._‘I 4 o . ° . . N o .

I

‘One aﬁrticular . device = which ﬁaa' heen utilised

frequently by numérous liberal poets’ in South Africa is
iron The ironic _mode in polit!c&l poetry has beeri

f',viQified by soma eritics who feel that it functiona as
a self-defence mechanism for Qﬁﬁts who find themselves®

17

commit themselves to. any 1dealoggcal position. Such

criticism hardly geems appropriate in the case of
liberal humaniet poets in South Afrigg whose politicaf
, posirion is one unequivocally opposnd to tbe agartheid

3

[+]

. caught in a political no-man's land unable to affirm or

E
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improbity than the obviousness of direc? stateﬁent? In
particular, this has the effect of. compelling the
readers to fill in rhe gaps or'make'éhé'fipal logical

'sxep'éhemSEIVQs in order to make senaé of the poem. As
a ‘result, the readers are foreed into au active,

participative role im analysing and evaluating the
political isgues raised in the poem. 1In Rober: Greig's

"Watermelon Breakfast" (Talking Bull, 1975), for |

example, the readef is forced ro interpret the eating
of a watermelon as gymwbolic of white political

. oppression .and cupid &.. In Geoffrey Haresnape's

“Shewp" (Drive of the Yide, 1376), a poem superficlaxly

Jdnacribing the slaughﬁLring of a sheep,’ the absence of
.;'formal closure compels the reader to consider the '
- aywbolic implicazions of. the event desuribed > =

L]

"The ha?P‘“iﬂS may perhapa be glossed as -
- mucton, holocaust (or revolut on)" - .

Lo
5

<¥hryz Swift's “Hiatory Speaks Volumes " (Seconds Qut,
1983) invites the reader to see the comnections between
atrocit;ea committed in the past and present-day South

':_African political pzactices, as wgll as .between earlier
political - mistakes and continujng South. African

~£polhardxnesa.a> And in Christopher Hope's "Regional
News" (Cipe° Drives,_l??ﬁ),ﬁtha rea&er ;s made to see

that the apparevtly innocuous regional news itams are

representative of- the under;ying stupidity and evil of
Sovth Africa s political system. ‘
A poem which examplifies the use of implication and
suggestiveness to bring attention to the fniquities of

. rapartheid is Roy Joseph Cotton's “A South African Day
. (Ag, Man, 1986):

0

a

::{*f S ; i

o

e
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-the gardener serves as a.reminder that not all blacks

are similarly "friendly", while the pain felt by the
épeaker as- the gardener spades the earth begins to take
on such political associations 3g white pain and dread
in the face of an analogously violeant political action,
Theﬂpoem s opening line, accordingly, seems suddenly
menacing: the word "rattle", with its associations of

" the chains of imprisonment or death, highl ights the
 politically viplent and oppressive role played by the ¥
~ South African Police in maintaining the apartheid

 sy$tem In the light of the accumulated meaning of the

poem’'s suggestlveness, the £insl  phrase that

- “Everything is / as it normally is" becomes, in fact,
the severest of indictments of the palitlcal sratus quo .

in South Africa.ﬂ

Apart from siﬁh particularised poatic devices as irony

and implicationp several liherjal poets have developed
their -own uniqdé indirect sﬁr&tegies for rovealing and
criticising the Soath African political order. While

it is impossible within the scope of the present study -

té - identify and discuss dll of these personalised
methods, mention may be made of a few notable examnples.
Stephen Gray, in The Besgst's History" (It s About

Time, 1974)7 constructs "a parodic historical verse

sequence to expose with corrosiveﬂﬁit,thg"ffﬁgft{opsw

ness of white South African politics. Christophar'

Hope, in his long, fragmentary poem, Englishmen (1983),
alse adopts an historical . perspective to reveal the
roots of p:eaent-day political injustice and hatrgd in
South Africa. And Chris Mann has used the ballad form,

in poems like “The Hunger of Ezra" and "The Ballad of

Braamfontein” both in First I’aems, 1977), oto point

~ subtle political morals. _ 5

Particular attention' needs to be given to Peter

Wilheam e “Spring for tQF Prisoners, November 1975"

rl
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And hers is o quick recovery:
bewildered by the sudden freedom,
mistrusting the kindness of friends,
-she ouagot shed o fright which briags
a gab in every laugh she tries,

and devils ﬂrushlng through her sleep.

A sunflawe“ in the dusts of May,.
its green and yellow summerhead
drooping scorched and sootily,
nbsks-up a thousand times itself
in weed, whose oils and ripeness
are hera and always her* "

- ) ' P . . Q .

Tho language and tone of rhe poem aliers in the final
stanza in which a simple, yet evocative metaphor is
atiliged. 1f the ¥first two stanzas state openly and

: p1§&n3§ the jnjuqﬁice arnd iﬁﬁhmanity of such apartheid

barbaricies as dptentian without trial and the brutal-

;:tveafment of detainees, then the final stanzas euggests

thatr the bosis of reaxstance Lo aﬁartheidamust be the
_ifleals  of justice and ‘humanity. The sénse.-of

) genernsiuy and productivity evoked by the comparison,
“ and ,the ewph@sis in the final 1line on indivlduai _
aghzevement and identity, servn | F° ua&erlxne the’ Ldﬂaa

,thdt £rue justice can onky be brought about through a
‘commitment to humane values- that tranacend the real@ of

Manm is always svare, hﬁﬁ?ver. ﬁnat at *imea,cﬁly a
lanyaag% of numb horror” and “viqunce" can be uged in

the atiempt to come to ﬁfarms “%ith sueh political

atroeities as the brutal assassindtion of an actf Ylst

friend, ,In the poem. "in Mewory of Jeanette Sphoon -

Killed by a Parcel Bomb in Exile in Angola" |(The
Paperbock of South african English Poeu&v, edy, M.

, Chopman, 1986), Mann finds, .when he’ considers the —

horrxfylng derails of his fv «nd's death, that 1dnguage
itself. becamgs “ripped" au@;smashéd angd alﬁost brea”s
down into anuherenee. : : P ge
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"YWour nexvy laugh and smwall, neat hands Jeanette,
-the high, compasgionate ideals which you :
like a sw&llow tossed. about in stormclouds
v still fFlew’ towards, these lines commemorate
a bunch of winter marigolds, bitter
but affirmatory, gathare& te mark
‘ - the graveside reverie of g student friend.
ﬁ ) But langdage, its close~kflt fsbric of words,
2 - which speaks with ease of precious, humdrum thlngs
o the, kitchen's bright kéttle, those hands cradling
that last blue myg of tea -~ languasge 1s ripped,
the threads dangling, by such a smashing
blast, can only gesture, patchily, at a
room in shambles, t&e zafters smoking, freak-
« wmangiled chairs, the hai&tufts, flesh :
o -blts, the gpatterings .p."-

&

B

\\ 0

o

- . guch languageuawhile not plain ev imple,°'éﬁerthgleés
L. H dbnfronts political violence plain]y“ a with a
. the nightmarish subj ct matter of the paem.
e of th poem functios as a comtemoration qat 11 ply of
thq*_ Ariotim herself ° but also of
_ _compessionatg idealﬁ ideals qf humanity ntlenegs
e and “bruth utterly apposed 1) cruelty ‘and  human
R °v101en£§ As"in The Detuineee", the final implicatlon
J . of the poen is 5hat trve justice and peace can only be
Yy ¢ achfeved through gn adherence to such ideals and to--
such humane values-

2

o

Qﬁ.’_

b

” H“Npt %rief Jeaneute some ‘sorts of rememﬁrance

. . 15 all you'd ask, a wiman of privilege
© ., - 7 who Spoke her mind ‘who never would accept
. ¢ . in prisom or out, how>much we humans loathe

. « to bg confronted "with our cruelties,
.. This truth we both misjudged, when ‘as stuﬂents

S, ours p’acards rajised, we marched the Joburg- streets,
: - your lamguage ti.n a cdpestry of dreams ()
be : with numb horror, at Human violence, torn through,
L A 48 mﬁne, in memory of your high idaals,
A ; your gentle hands and veice is oy, Jeanette,”

8

!
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- {In this' regard, consider :aisd Anthony Délius‘s
~ "Eduardo Mondlane" (Modern South Africen Fognry, ed. S..

Gray.IIBSA) and Peter Sacks's "For Richafa Tﬁ%ner" (The

 Paperbook of South African English Poetry, ed. M.
Chapman, Q1985),‘ twe other poems commemoratiu& the

victims of similar political assassinations, as well as |
the ideals Eor which they staod.} '

Like Chris Mann, Patrick Cullinan has also confronted

' _ directly the tefrifying facts of polit;cdl violence

commirted by . State, conveying his herror and
outrage in a X&%s brutal dicticn in the paem,
"Grammar" (Today Is Not Different 1978):

o

"Siowly to sqund but the sound of rain,
The calmsess of it falling deep
- Into the might.

I

Somewhere outside .they break a man's face

.. Slowly. Now the face has no eyes, . ' o~
Bo country. The tongue = T e \\b-
1s pulled out: I must speak. . - ?
- These wotds are my own,. -
_'The'memory. o © _
1 blind dEEp into tha night, P
emember a country where rain R

Blurs on the window and slowly
A f£ire chokes on its ash,

- And there is grammar: ' " - . 0
oSouﬁds that were made before, o .

Brnkan. :
Somewhere outside tlie night goes on,

," o Slawly the rain etcetera."”

U

“@"The sheer”savageiy of such violence .utterly destgggé

the .poet’s initial peace of mind and compels him to
articulate his protest. Like Chris Mann, however, he
finds that in the face of such barbarity language
p%oves inadeguate, becomes "Broken™ and lapses into the
helplesa non-signification, of ! &tcete;a ”in the poem's

] a
G
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_ - system and grounded firmly in the ofundamental libersl
o humanist values” of freedom, justice and sceial
o humanitzrianism, In much liberal South Afrisan poetry,
the 2ifc'tiveness of iromy in exposing the
_ andqinhum..ity of the apartheid system lies.
o . that. such poetry works. on two dlfferﬁ?‘ ievels.
Firstly, th  poem present: a typicalc' easily
recognisable, - ad aﬁpareﬁtly°"ndrmal“ South African
scene, Secondly, the supposed nonmalcy of the scene is
ircnically underc and its ”1“ren* Ln*ustice,
1mmorality and abnorma‘ity is caust cally expds-.d. The
_effect is that Mreality of eurrent injustice and the
possibility of hxutnre_ justice are simylranecusly
'preaent'in the poem so that the reader is forced into
. active value judgements and a personal assessment of
L his or her attitude towards ~the current political
” . system, '

IR | b |
_ These ironic tdn " ,ues are evident, for'example, in
| ~ Roy Joseph Cottdu »_“Indihenuus Letters from Hell" (Ag,
« ° ' Mam, <1986), where the “heritage" of ' white , South
. Afriecans is revesled 5& be quite unwbrthy of the pride
. the speaker of the po feels in it: in Christopher
. . . Hope's "In the; Middle of Nowhera" (in the Country, of
; . " the Black Pig, 1981), ‘whizre the seeminghynreasonable °
D ,attitudes of the white seitlers ate exposed as deeply =
| e reactionary, ignorant and é&fi&t. in Sheila Roberts's
"Lou's Life" (Lou's Life atd Other Poems, 1977), in
which the apparently fair-minded Lou is shown to be no
lezs 1nsansit1ye ani prejudice} ‘than her white friends;
‘and in Franeis Faller's "Wg¢re. the Muse to Gome"ﬁ”:M
“ o (Heather Words, 1986}, which confromt& a. conservativq, e
s jntellectual white readership 'wifﬁ the realities of
o discrimination on -their own terms by likenlng the Muse
' to an- underprx%zleged .domestic. servant. The use of
irony i ' 2 1ar1y well demonstrated in ‘Patrick
Cultisen's" w JAivays Greit You Smiling" {Teday 1s Not

Different, 19783 ] o

Bl

e ! ) . . £
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"We always greet you smilxng.
~ Raising a hand as yov drive past;
And shpuld vou wish, we pose before our huts,
Set among dry mealie stalks,
The rolling hills of dusty veld.
| ~ Sometimes, -
- Udlasked, the piceanins will sing and dance
oo (You always like that pdxt). and cerra111y
i a few cents help,
_ | But have you'seen
L How joyfully we starve our dogs, S
How hopelessly we beat our women? o o
And do you know ;
That when their hungry bellies swell
, We hate our children7

]

' We want to learn frcm ¥§ :
“We always greet you smiling."

LY

I <

s _The poem presents the familiar scene of rur&f blacks:

waving and smiling at’ passing white motorist;s. The

_ apparent yrustde conteﬁtmenu gives wny, hawevef, to a

° revelatlon of the poverty, depz‘ivation and -

misery prevalent in the black rural areas. The final

rges in the .fact that such poverty ‘and

nunhappiaesa derives directly from the eyploitative and

oppréssive practices of the affluent dominant whites
of South Africa. In this light, the coument in the

poem’s. enultimate line that the blacks. wisﬁ to learn'f

from the whites, suggests not a4 calle for paternalistic

-~ white altruism or forucultural development, but racher
s desire to leatn how to exploit and oppreas in the way

that the prlvileged whites do now. The poem s iropjc

" charge forces the reader to acknuwledge that wites do

notjmgpresent the forces of wivilisation and charity,

. but instead thése of brutal oppression and barbarism.

LS . B . . @
o

¢ . o . . .
Apart ﬁrom the devizﬁ;of‘ircny,_a number of poets ‘have
alsa made .use of th

suggeag;vgqess which in politically-focusﬁbd poetry is

'often"mpre effective in.  revealing Iinjustice ahd

3

e technigques of implication and .

L)
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MThe polxce vans rattle
- through cur windy cities,

Everything is as it

usually is, The garden
“'boy’ is friendly and i

feel yiin as i watch him |

- spade the earth. The milk
‘boy' is called 'Milkie’

by, the woman who-works

in the chemist. The dellvery
‘boy’ calls me "Mister Roy'
and does not mind whep i

tell him the wind i{s a
langerous thief. The suburbs
are sunny, Everything is

a8 1t normally is.”

The poem dgscri s a seeﬁingly “tranquil, ihnotucué;

quotidian suburba scene.ﬁyet every detail sérves to

suggest 'with the utmost subtlety an element of the

apartheid system. The reference to the black gardener,

milkman and delivery man as "boys" highlights their
inferior social status under apartheid, particularly in .
o&ris&m with the white woman (not "girl™) in the -
chemist and the fpeaker himself who is addressed
respectfully as -"@;ater ‘Roy". Moreover, the . menial -
" nature of thelr occupations draws attention to, the

reality of econamﬁg dxsparity\between whice “and black
in South Africa., 'Given these facts of apartheid,

geveral other apparently innocuous phrases begin to
assume darker implications* The "spepker’s comment that
"the w}ud is a / dangerous thief", for example, begins
to seem less un expression of unfounded personal
paraqeia and nore an expression of general white fear
in' the face of an impoverished and frustrated black

| majority. This sense of the phrase is enhanced by irs

connectionfwith'thé-ﬁarlier'phraée.”“our windy citieéﬁ,

'_which implies that the danger of robbery iz ever

preésent in the essantially white ("our") cities,  1In

“the light of this reading, the noted friendliness of

Y

o
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v | (White Flowers, 1977), which blends together satire, = °
h innuendo, thinly weiled scorn and black humour to

) formulate an indirect, though pungently effective
- ) condemnation nf=s§‘h aparthgid Tealities as censorship,
” imprlsonmant for politicaﬂ activity and the toxture of Cs

 prisoners:

S

~ with April's sweet - shaw_

- And small green bir i
- They really do.-

[ I

“I want to, ce;ebrata—sprlng. ) :
Not any spring, waybe memorised from &hcse 19¢h  ~
century poéts werreall in school -

" aud sO‘m%thologiseﬂ into the one and on1$ spring
]

‘ther
za andqfﬁe March winds blow;ng.
.No: I want tb.celebrate’ this southern spring,
so 1 have to gypose my- w@rds carefully
to £it dn, - o '
to fit into whg§%f}r sp%i?%‘maans her .
oo
is spring come? ﬂn:;‘}'winter of my language
ecause the langu'V;" esn't f£it, - 3
the 1angua e doesn gbrk any more,
it doean't work well. '
I counld celebrate aispring that hammers out’ hanpiﬁasv%
after ail that a ok _from Soweto fﬁ. r

1ifred sff. the |
make trilling love in my lemon 1::ceae\~r

o

o

And those clouds, that come up- narth T fﬁ

" with electricity and rain, late *

this spring; o®
sometimes & cloyd so hiRh o
the blueness seems infinite and expandi

like the universe someone discovered by accident -

the one that.began X-milliou yeavrs ago N

when the First Cause liberated exponentﬁgl eﬁengy

for Jesus and Krighna to preside over quasars and
neutrcn stars, . C )

“he dragon in the fire that eats 1J§:ﬁﬁnwtail

- and all of us cling to its®sides. () /

Who can celebyate spxing? ¢

il with interregationa and appliances

But spring is so irrelevant, 4
You can makg;ﬁﬁ

so real it's-like concrete. 4 . i _
It's even more real then spring.: SR AN
S50 what does language come down to? _ e

We can talk. about love

L]
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T luve, you love, we 1ove, put your arm here,

there, anywhere.

Let me record our 1de making a landschpe of flesh,
‘gorrugations and dunes for the reality-asserting peace.
How precisely 1 can dellnoate Iove

with the last fibres of lauguage. ¢ ’

. And there ¥re even thé pessibilities 0& metaphors

» which transcend evil,

\provided evil is nnly a metaphor ] .

a%d I apply myself tpfprEGISLDn. a.

"Ouy boys on the bordér guard the fortresses of love
in :his intolerable spri ng. N

-That's a mbbuphuk, that's get past the Mind Cﬂntrol
- Board, )

or I ‘can take it on appeal. o @;' "

Breyten,ohave you met H%rlane yu§9

oo w
1 'do so want to celebraste. T
I know Van Riebeeck had good intentians, SRR
and a¥ter all Apgostirmhe Neto is a poet - i
“which és a. point tOéIENEﬂbFf when thg bleady dawn come& in
. Luanda. .
And 1 knew”;hi@gs L;? iettingmbetter like 4f the song,
and we'll have mus 1 the way to the hangmam T

But Iy jon't-want this spris anyway 0 Jesus 2n2 Xrigima,
She w rlin fragments of Egia unzverse are mure npa
gnd wmore dlfficult toling to

and love hds no more meaning than a white clou@ _

. in the infinive expanding ue.' , o

]

-0 The appayently ingenuous naturé of the poem's opening, mﬁjé'

S in which the poet claimg merely to want to cglebrate
spring, . soon gives sy o a wmuch more sombre
‘perspective as the particular details of "this sauthern

spring” are revealed: the need to choose wnrds-l“
Kca:efully, not simply for artistic ‘precision, but in *
ordar Lo escape cansorshmp, white "happiness" at the’

rfnsuccesﬁful suppression i bla@kﬂfaﬂpship unrest; the
brewing storm of inevltnble poli cb ¢ lysti, Uader
the constant threat of censorship anﬁ ajK:‘t, the poet
~Jﬂ-:c:ntﬂ:z.rnies to discuss the harmless tcpz.c ‘of a poetic

. r:‘“hl.)g : ® o

A
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celebration nf spr1 g, while "accidentalls" alluding to -

. the chilling facts of political imprisonmant and

tortire:

. "Bur spring-is so irﬁelvvanu.
’uWhn can celebrate spring?

You can make evil with interfogatlnns and appliances -

so real it's like concrate,
It's #ven more real than spring.”

“V’S;milarly,g.a seemingly innocent meditationr on the.
. "poetic’ articuldtion of love becomes in aciuality an

exposure. of the almost complete sbsence of love and

e human}tarianisn in - South African polities, whether in .

L]

th - tilerocosm of ﬁndlvtduaa ‘human rights or, in the
macrocomn of intarnational relations. - The poenm endd

with & terrifyingly nihilistic vision of. the universe, 5

cdn which religious and metaphysical truth are  in
reality mezely meaningless fraghents, and ihe contept
:of lgve, uccordingly, has ao bas;g a8 an absolute value
- 8t alls o o ' -

- . woo o Ok e

“Thedwhirl n% fra menta of this univerae are more
Cyd more ficult to cling to

7+~=aaﬁmlove hes o move meaning than a whit@ uloud
in Tehe 1n‘1n§%e axpaﬂdiag biue",

" R
= . ll 0\'-
i

In the 1*ght of this ‘Tadicaliy secuiat. hntifﬁeta»-
phvsicaa, wision, it is- ‘clear that the. sote possible . ~

ﬁ"'snurve bf meaning and valde in’the world 1iﬁa in human
conuuct. The prbtaund implication of this notion is

that th“ acts of intense cruelty, hatred and mendauity_

; ) perpetr%ted by the South Africar State are crimes
ﬂ& . agdinst) humanity of the worstY possible order,
' imaginafile. Tn the face of thls,,the paet might well

find celebration meosalble. -Q;f
Zg! : - ﬂ' ™ ;
"In the contemparary period, 11bera1 humanist poets ha#e

e employeu a, v%%ietv of methods and techniquas in their
oo : *P :

Al
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‘thoraugh, , Snd thai it has
| repa*itiveneﬁs and alig&é

critiyue. &f the South African goiitical system, ranging

' from the dk"ectness of plain stigtement to the obliquity

of subtie uggestiveness.; Take\ as a whole, the formal ’
diversity .dnd scope of the poetyy has ensured that the
critiquﬂ' , reasonably compreh sive, substantial and

. seldom lapsed into

However. 1ib%ral hﬁmﬁnisé poegg, in focussing upon the

319,

political sith@Eion in South Africa, have not simply

) p:eaented ac 1tiaiam of existfhg structures, policies-
-and practices,
'uhdoubtedly “1do . ‘They Hhave, glso, in Gtheir poetry,'

. acknowicdged and reflected critically on the complexi-
ties and difficulties involved in their .own  liberal .

impo*tant though this area=pf their work

humaniﬂt political pesition, and they have attemptad

R by a0 doing, to provi&e the baaia for the develogmgnt
- of possible aalutions to _South Africa's political

ptablums R o

" Chris Menn, for example, is dne peet who has fréqueﬁtly

and qg eatiy subjected his own political persge@ﬁives

. dn hﬁi \poetry to ‘detalled scrutiny, in poems such ‘as “A

“Prayer for My Work"™, "Whistling in the Dark" (boxh in

Fir-" FPoems, 197?) and "Strategiea™ (New Shades, 19¥82).
It is, however, in the poem, "Between Calm Contempla-

tion and Action" (First Poems, 1977), . that ‘Hamn

;ovides perhaps the clearest outline of his personal
pblmtical positibn and attitude: :

g “Wéll-fed phllosaphers in universities
who wmeditate up pon the word ' ‘good™,
and chop it into small and. smaller senaes
until no -sense of it vemaifis at all,
make dithering seem the rightful canduct
and hasitance a virtue,

dl i
f:.'.!
il
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Gutter politicians ignore. them,
«and greedy for ordinary comforts
and ‘sn ordinary self-esteem
lambaste the land's injustices =y
- until 221 purity turans to rage;,
§ whieh pulls the temple on their heads.

I'we known the disciples of both:

a tall fastidious architebt,

who'll emphasize the need for thought -
even vhile they nail his coffin down;
and a blue-jeaned missionary lidy,

3¢ intent on the riddande of hunger,
she'd fenced a dozen tropical sties-
befu*e ‘she'd"grasped how pork was taboo.

. Between calm contemp;ation ard action
. -there's no shoice or middle ground. - e
« They are where the talkative shadéa
atart or.cease to counsel us, -
at the old interfgee of what's right -
and Eossible, of stony sustenance - 7
--and brittie or blossoming thorn."

The opening - two stanzaa identify and evaluate two

characterissic responses to the current political
situation in South Africa. In the first place, H&ﬁn

«condenns tha pver- inte;lectualised aloof inactivity of

thoae whc seem more interested in theorising gbout Sthe
natu:e of what iz ''good" amL= tright" than in actually
working. to bring about a good and right pol;tical

order, In the second place, Mapn condemns t.ose at the

other extreme of the anti-apartheid spectrum wha act

rashly and recklessly without giving  proper °

‘consideration to eithér the practicability or morality

of their.actions. The result of the first responge is
that an unjust status quo remains in. place whild its

" philosophising opponentn“ dither and hesitate. j The

result of the second response is that all notiocns of
justice  and purity are loat i violent, self desrruc~
tive mindlegsness. Each of these responses% ~in
iso{gtion,theeda-td'be rejected. As the final stanza:

£

I\
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_'m&k&a clear, what is required is that the two modes of

response - are synthesiseﬂ ~into a  complementary

whulenéss,. 80 that "oalim . cuntemplgtxon is geared
towards nractleal .ﬁmplamenha rion, and . "aerion" is.
informed ~and underpxnned by nuund, morally Justified_
theory. 'Ihib synthesz.s, mreover, is non-negot;.able-

Mann's palitical credo is - spelled oeut in an sbselutely

clear, unequivocal, -matter-of-fact fotmula

o

"Between calm contemplatinn and ac%ﬁon N
there’ s no choice or middle groun _

 Yet Mann iﬁ'acutely avare #hat such a syntheg;s is far

| ﬁeasier preached than ﬁractiaed and ag,the decistons -
 and. compromises and sacrifices that” h ¥ to be made in -
balancing - '"what' s right / and possilile” -are  never |

atraightforward or easy. This complexity is 31gna11ed“

 _'and reptesented in the £inal linés of the poem by a

‘cluster of dense, pclyvalent symbnls. The . syntactical
a:rangement ¢ the lines suggests that the idea of

"right“ is xepresented by “stony sustenance", while the -

idea of the "possible” 1is represenced by “brittle or
b assoming thorn”. Firstly, this implies that eommitwo
went to ‘rightness ought to be of the same resilienn,-
‘tough, solid quality as,.stone, and that such ' a
“commitment, rather than tes lting in® rigid sterility,
3wi11 in effect provide supnprt and vitality. Secondly,
the suggeatian igs rhat ro take the practical and the
" realistic into sccount may involve a degree ‘of painful,

even bitter compromise (likened to the harshness of
"brittle thorn™), but that ultimately such practicality
\>may bear  fruit even in the most unpropiﬁlous_ of
- ciycumstances {as .implied by the hardy productivity of
"“blossoming thorn™}. SFThabcrucial_wnrd in this regard .
Yand“, . - which SErves - not -

is, . clearly,
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only as a reminder of  the ngcessity for synthesising
the right-and the possible, but also that it is the
very combination of the two.noticns that will" produce
" botlt endurance and revitalisation.  The set of symbols
functiuny on a deeppr referentia}'iévgl also, fhlough
; their Caristian associatlons..:ﬂf*; ‘image of stone
v suggests not only Christ'e cruCifLA.Gvu“ d burial in a -
o tomuxsealedﬁyy stone, but also the sub .equent r011i&g 7
~  away ofvU~the -stone and Christ's resurrecti h;
1@::;:137. the :Lmage of t‘wrn implies not only Christ's
Ting and his Lorown of thorns, but zlso His
subsequent triunph over death and hiz crown of gloryh
- ¢ The effect of these associations is not simply to offer
3 ;ymbolin analogy to verify Mann's poliffbsl eredo,.

?3 & - but,’ mare imporrwntlyw to. reinforca the ideslogical.

mnrality of Mann's 1iheral humanism hy linking it with
 the ethical fbundations of actiye Christiar humanism., ' =
Q " - dn fact:i at the very core of Menn 8 pclitical thinkihg .
v . lies pthe’ aimplaét "and wmoat profound. of Chriftian
S 'uinjunctiona. ‘articulated Yy Mann in “RorKe's prift a
” "&éntuxy after “¢he Battfﬁ" (New Shadesé 1982).. 8_ in
thie poRR, ‘tha speaker is led, on the occasfon of’a
_visit to thu mamorial of the famous h&ttaﬂ ‘at Rorke 8
_ briff between the British and°the Zulus, to consider
ﬁf the pnasible weys of achieving peace _and harmony .l
' between white and black.. n South Africa. ThHe answer is
provided by the’ mqtto on the memorizl, in am
appropriate amalgamation of Zulu and Chriatian ethical N

imperatives: o . : . fe

o

o . " 2
ﬁTh&NBﬁHiHI,=‘Lov%JDne Another' iy
W B S ] e, : - i . . - .n : . oE .

The uwrality"underﬁying Cﬂristopher Hopefs politieal -

ing is never exprepsed as plaigly in nils poetry as
;n.Ch is Mann's. Neither is Hope 8 polirical»morality ¥ -

] a . a

|- : S a -
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.85 closely 1inked with orthodox bhristian bellef as 15_

Mann's. Hevaxthelesa, in their understanding of the
fundamental values nee&eé in the development of
polltical solutions in South Africa, the two 'poéts
share a very .similar viéion.é“Like Mann,  Hope is as
'opposéd to_proppnénts of reckless, vlolent polztica1
-5cg}on'aé he i to those who passively allow an unjust
political system to r@main_lﬁ'place Though Hope's

views are evident throughout hig work, from poems 3uch:"

ag "The Olé’Men are Coming from the Durban ﬁlub“ ﬁm_ES
. Drives. 1974), to "In the Country of the Black Pig“ (In
t tha Country of the Blackang, 19813,° they are. expresged

with particular force in his 1ong poeni, Englishmen
€1985), which explores theﬂ bistari\al roots , of

o

| *Pﬁlitical hatred in S6uth Africs. Hope's, central theme
. "h the poem, conveyed, iTth hfh usual vitriolic wit, 15%

a" his unwavering oppuaitian to all for%a of - oppresaidn
" and the abuse- qf poWer, whatever the source. - The

. terrible futility® of tlie drive for power, ‘gpart from

its inevitable viu%atiun of “humén rights, 1s that it

unitimately deatroya not only tha oppzeased but also theu

"qurassor- L o

E I
T

Power ia in vae with reservationa. . -
eserving the right to have been there = = o,
eserving the right to move along agsain o
reserving the right to hold the ground still.

The pldce of power 1g not its own

but the spaces it makes others fill;

" 1its instruments are tetherings, sniffings out,

| “i

of witches,

«expeditions of themscrewad-up will,"

o

(XI).
. S

"The alternative to such power-lust is the recognitiona
of the essential s;milarity and equalxty of, all South
Africans ,whethe* "Englishman”,_\ oer” ‘or "Zuly’ The
common _humaqéty which 1ies at the basis of -guch

L PR w . 0

)

-
o

Ly

b

=2
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" posdibility that such liberal humanist values will be

L

324 .

AT

KR

-egalitarian values is sonveyed in the poem through
startling iyet forceful visi.an of the ulrimare fact )
shaxed mox:tal:.ty g _ K»

"These

’ .. graves Yhere

unmarked for Chrlstian slaves and ualoured'servangs.
" Across the way you see headstones of the citizemry,

broad as culverts, tall as outhouses.

They keep'theit distances even underground
but mix inthe bone, as. the mole knows,
_crossing the 1inﬁkﬁ '

and is pltied far his blindhe

y o T » N &
o Lk

Like "Mann, Hope is Lq_fily= too _awaré_, .how'ever,' G}E th

As tEle case with Chrisfi:opher,cﬂjwé,” Pat_:_rigk

Cullinan 8 pql}txcal thinking tends to eperge
organically from his poetry rather than to be concisely __:

- formulated, and he too ‘has turned to South African
'history in an at':.emp-‘: to understand the present and to
- provide-a vision for the future. * Probably ‘his most °

meticulous examination of g\;&: nature of the liberal

humanist position, and the Jpossibility of a liberal
humanist, solutton to, the cantemporary Southﬁ African
predicament octurs in a poem describing the adventures -

of & French naturalist which took place .some years

before the &rrival of the English in the Cape. In his
lengt:hy poem, "1818, N, Franco:ls le Vaillant Recalls ~

#

neither ackrwwledged mor  put “fata practice in Smy'h \‘ _
African politice, bpd.the. poeffp ends bn an inconglusive AN
ands deeply subigubus note in its viaion cnf the
_politic&‘/uture of this ccuntry B e

“I.ook !:.here is pink in, the sky. i L - o

D, m;&gar Armggddon?“ S : e

~ _1'\ . : ] (XIT1).

N

"‘_‘.:"..-_‘ 1

[t}



~whité and black, just as in his earlier poem, “The "
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His Travels to the eqerior‘?afts oﬁ=ﬁ%rica 1780~1785"
(Today Ts Not Diffdcent, 1978), Cullinen eyplores an
alternative, liberal reépgnse to the encounter between

Steadying Effect! (The HoriZon Forty Miles Away, 1973},
he described ‘how so much conflict and bifterness
berween Engligh- speakfhg and Afrikaans Scuth Africans

- could have been avoided. _ L W

N

il

 wais, M. Frmcoia 1€ Vaillant ..." opéns with the

1]

’ rk,explorer and ornithalogiat of the title, seated before a
-fire in his home in "the damp hills of Champagne”,

recalling hgs "1ong jaurney" through southern Afr&ca
sope thirty or more  years reviopsly. Although. he
"cho&g to uell" ‘the story 6f his travels he “had no

- cholce' asbout ita gontents, ‘for he 1is uncamp“omisingly

o

committed, as g scief@ist to the émpi ical truth:

. i m& . -B . - ; L . )
T Lo -"Ifmmd o o
* A normnl country,°rather l1ike pargdise . -

In.places, a .garden : 4 o

Camouflaged by scandal, : F
* Darkened by a kind of history." ﬂ

1f Cullinan's le Vs llant is & sciencht he is also a
product of uha centempozaneous liberal sentiment in
" France; and so he not only debunks: fahtifulfmyths about
Africa, 'but also reveals a genuiﬁely segalitarian

~attitude towards the inhabitants of Africa, judging men

acconﬂing to their worth-and not according to their

clasgs, or, eolour: . -, - ,'_ /\\

[

"My friends becames the fearful tribes,
Unwanted half-breeds, and by.letters
‘From the wilderness _

‘A lonely savant at the Cape.  Only
‘The Cplonists were not .to be endured:
Vicious at times or just plain boring, sly:



R
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N

",J*"*— ‘
o Cei‘x \.)a.y not,schooled enough
. fo Téave the wild unploughed,
_ Brandy-sots who could not comprehend
- .  Rare c’E‘wms:.bil.i.tjaf. true Pride.

s ' '_ﬁ:s' tB&E poem _progresaes," ie .aillant congis rently .
o - reveals” himself to be an hogest and rTeliable -

interpreter of " his own experiences, insisting _on"_"" the
whard facts of his iij.scove:i‘ég: : |

“I aaia and say again: n -
The Fabulous was quite destro}red N
And in its place I-set the truth. 5 ° o
o : .. 1 wade & counfry real, a normal place.” = = e
S : o ntic, 1 ikree, and odd but : %
- ~ Savage the Fight way as last. 1 aho#ed S
T Th&z;u:era ‘"o Giants, ¢lub-footed or tne-eyed.
3 oo UWh deaties tvhat Pigmies are small men? PR
: o ¥onomotapa, Vigite Magna have dtaagpeared e
: - From the mapsy ,and where I travelle _ . -
. - That contineht it is not dark, L .
' And it :ll pe*haps becmn of this honesty and” - | o
reliabuity ‘that ke confirms ,the notion that a¥l men
. are auq;t_ia_ily afike’, diffuring only in externals: =
”I hmre shmm S B

That men in skins mm:e in a certain
Landscape, are men like us, have names:
_ Sonfused, r.hey love and hate."___,, :
e, . :

a- e

In sptte : of thiis,- however, de’ Valllant, in thg-;, poen
- remains troubled and unsure of himself., To his cﬁedit,
. ‘he 1ie candid enocugh to aﬁknowledge tha!: w’hat\ he has

- pygsented has been his truth; it is . nét neces“arily °'

| . the. only truth or the whole ‘truth, He recal’is‘ incfﬂ.%@d
N ,, ;; _that ther# was  one night whén 4n the mmon]:igh.,, 11 -

somehw o _ T LW

g2 "
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‘what that sométhiug ‘beyond. the realm of the empirical el
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N,
"the normal landscape -
Seemed te shift, to alter ... what I saw
Remained authentic yet 1 knew

Ir was not real” _ :

and so¢ he fis forced to adwmit the ,limitatlons of
empirlcal perceptzon B = s

o ¥

v "The orld is w@at it Seemd '
‘Alw{(yg, but it can flow beneath the moan
- Andichange, alter the staid T _
" Sequences of vision¥! _ -

a

Y

-.Compellec tna recognise that his cbnsciausness" is
conditioned and restzicted by the determﬁnanta of his

" place.-and time,land hy his Hwn intrinaic‘gispcsmtien. ’
ﬁ_he cbncludea on & note of confnaed;despondéncy '

]

N ) wr A *ﬁi?"

CaL e "Half blind smid

~ The . hundyum panic of the herd - ',&% | E é
Or cxmouflage of predator and prey - . -

e

$

I saw only what I'was made to.see, - “% . S

Could 6 ehend. - R TR
. - DQ a ) N

. Ttavellers into ﬂarkness kpuw,
.- Their eyes half closed, o

~ Explorin theﬁebetray thgmselvas, : o _

. Batray at they have found?”™ = - . N o

The fundamnntal point that cullinan is making79 is that
-although le Vaillant 1s a celebxated and - successftﬂ
:_**scient;st, he is@unable to comprehend a truth heynnd

mere . sense experience, He is: perceptive enough to
glimpse it: that cume moonlit night, but he cannot guite

7

grasp it, and g0, in a way, he Hetraya himself in not
- being able "to seé the whole truth,

_and ‘Yre ﬁﬁtrays what
he has found in not fully ufiderstanding it. 4 Precisely

is, remains, of necegsity, andisclosed in leé 'Vaillant's
narrative, but Cullinan has provided enough - cldés in

7 ! - ‘k\‘
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the course of the poem for the reader to identify the
nature of le Vaillant's inabi_;?.ity. . The - principal

Dverbal clﬁes" lie in the link fd words "alter” and

"Q

s DX "éh.mge" and "'s ee” for what le Va”'il‘f ant

“vigion

abilicy\to see things ngt just 4& I;\[}ev are, but,as the
~ could ba. Le Vaillant has the acientifm giercgption to.

N

- that' al)l ‘medy eﬁen in- Afrﬁca, ar? essentially )

'*&“e\,..a&ike, but he lacks m’l-le z,d.maginat:;tve visibn to ses how
" this principle could be’ appl i.nedf in ﬁrir.ginsﬂ about  an-
altered world dn wh Cz‘f
racial or. o_t:her dice, ahgl treared fairly and
equally. Cull inan’ 8. snain concern is not, however, to
condemn la Vallimt. It :Lp, rather, to demonstrate the
" need for contemporary Soﬁth Africans, firstly, ‘to
racognin, as 1e Vaillant did, the. Pqus.l.i.ty of “all

thelr couvtrymen, angd secondly, to seg, 4s le Vaillant
'cculd not, how thls recognition may be uaed ro create '

-}

an ipaginative. vision of .a future snciet:y,. To use the
words of the tgxf what is needed 1is .the "vision" to
“"alter” South Afrlca from a societ:y based> on agaf’the:.d

to one grounded in the, liberal humaniat’ valuea which,

{ the poent fundmntally iiii;?g,_ | B o

Of all " timae paets who have made the quesrion of the
- liberal: humanist political . p_erspective. & central
- concern in their poetry, none have done 80 as:

assiduously and. as passionately as Lior \Abrahama. - On.

a mumber of . oacasions, Abrahams has forthrightly
asgerted his " desire “to serve the ends of libkral

'hmnanis 80 -Such serv:.ce, howevar, is “not to- be

‘undertaken blindly, and Abrahams has, througho%zt his
phetry, sought to ;xploré homst;ly and earnestly the

tensions, ironies and dilemmas involved in remaining -

- faithful to libﬂra}. values within the contemporary

i

.. esaent%lly lacks is the .majginauve and creativ:

a1l paoﬁslp are’ vieq@d without

LA

o

b At n st A o im0
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L
s

South African milieu. In poems such as "The Whiteman
Blues" .gThresholdu of Tolerancd, 1975) and "How I Take
It" (J rnal of a New Man, 1984), for example, he
examipes” wzth scrupulaus ‘candour the ‘}Amits and

- limitacions of white sympathy for black South Africans =

under apartheid., More particularly, - the opoem,
“Thresholds of Identity" (Journal of New Man, 1984},
_ruthlessly strips0 away the sterectyped, ‘expected

gestures and pastures “of white' political progrgﬁsivew_ﬁ-&

negs to delineate ‘the . real extent og . mutual

v undarstanding and - ‘shared experience hatween black ‘and

-white ih South Africa

o ' .
o “Vipitora.‘indignant, didactic, pronounce

. their sglutions or dooms. o
A home poet“&ommantq ! They speak and go baqk
In shin ‘place jit is ¥od and me,'
. pprehend the chailenge in his ‘thought:
_ inaa itants, we.are alone

anid the difference that still iies bétwden us

Yet he and < agree enon S N
to discount the:pld div des :
of ptgmnntaqian% ‘ealture, class;
nor would he or I endorpe N
the uge of blood spilt on the s;reet
OT,i siignce of the blackened cell. '
- In this 'we are joined, .So far have we come.
But gs I calmly sorrow . _
over acts of years that grind
his feeling small and his ghaﬁght narrow
. o¥ sputter angeér over days E
that smash him into terror, ﬁrie and rage -
so he would deplore, merely eplora.
the" ferocity that in ite turn "
could ma&e the children of my race bleed."

ﬂmihé poem begina by ° dismisstng the superfiéial
polemical * pronoupcements  of fbfeign : paliﬁxual
-gcomment&tors, and focusses instead- on. the pcsition3 and *

pergpectives of local South Africans,: In this poem,
" Abrahams is particularly concérned with the conaections

and disconnections between himself 'as a- white South

.-may shatter the landgn.e- e T

.ﬁ!
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W
)

Kfrican poet amd ™ an unnamed black South Afrlcan poets’

° Th&y fingd, in fact That they are able to surmoumt many

of the ‘usmal barriers in South Afrida, such as cclour,
and_ they lenin that they are in
and ethical

cultuxe and c;ass,
ons affaumbar of polftzcal

 ¢ agreenent

i .
N .on
5 o .
- .D :
oo
< v e o .
) R S
“ .
L
s : :
B oo :
. o
it
.
. W
..
- . A
P
a ii‘_
g %

~ theisame
'ght narrow” and "“smagh him into ‘terror,.

,ﬁfincznlﬁs.

 choice

“fits théyy
and rage"

futuré £ B

. insurrectioﬂ;

response £o

Such mutualmty is c:rcumscrlbed hpwever,
«and’ im, the final eight lines of the poem Abrahams is”
forceﬁ ro acknowleage "the dlfference that- 5:111 lies
between us"

at a fundamental, experiential Ievel.
of diction ‘is crucial,

1ingu1¢ri@ally ;h
- two poei‘_ instin

as

he

it emphasi&es

s%ant al differences betweén the

Je, vit;al responses, to political .

' cirﬁumsuﬁhces and events in_this, country.
~ Abrahahs. mav merely “calmly sqxrow“ or- "sputtet anger"
ovex Yéatm of racial oppreasian “Or specific acts of
brutil. .represgiveness, his black countérgart ‘finds that

“Whereas

Gircumstances "grind / his f@gling small and

The far mor&.painfu

c{auditory patterns -
" zibillant "s" sounds of “sorrow" and’ "sputter“ in the
case of the whi,t:e poet helghtening and intensifying
into’ the havsh, grating ‘¢ and "r". sounds of orind”,
"“grlef"'and 'rage" in the case of the
the temporal perspectiqew in the poem

hqwever,

of %hfg 1inesy

aggﬂx&aiénf‘tespbnsgf

of the 'black poet 5. signalle&” also in.- AHE very

wzth the soft,

iack man. .- Ay
hifts ta the

Jand the possibtlity of a black
and ﬁbr&hams

the tables are turned,
‘realises -thdt dn the event of revolurion,;
Mthe fervoclty”

nis -own
that cﬁuld make white

%pildran'"hzeed“ would be far more intense than that of -
. who .would "metely’ deglgze“ such

Again, Ehe muted, labial "a" and “p" §ounds
comparatively

¢‘“p black coutterpar

. violence.

< of "mgreif#ﬁdnplorg*ﬁ&reinfcrcea
- subdued qature qf the black man's fequﬁggm

i
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As Denis Worrall rightly points out, refuting the
view of Dr Edgar Brookes, to “whom .the quoted
‘phrdse belongs. - See Worrall, "English . South
@§rica and -the Political System” in _Eﬁglishw
dggeaking Sourh Africa Today. p.2065. o

‘The oﬁiy *lengthy examination of Soﬁt@ African
English ﬁoeﬁry prior to. 1970 was G.M. Miller and
Howaxd Setge%nt's A Criticel Survey of 'SoutH”"
African Poetry in. English (Cape Town: Balkema, _
.;_19,5?> AL S ;-

i

-"":;

‘o .

_As this studyljwill demonatraté, even those: few

 'po¢tsfysuch as Guy Butler ‘and Anthony Delius who

23.

2%,

s 4

from thyt of the contempmrary period

?Papefs' from- this

were) concerned at tais time with social issues,
neverthelass produced paetry of a different order y’

These pa rs are collected +in English Stqdiea in o
‘Africa 13,1 marqh" 1970y, , .- - o | ”>

'f‘

-hs Guy Butler squesta 1n “The

.....

A aalection-of . -
Africs, eds Pet r_jﬁikpelm and James AL Eolley'“
(Johannesburg; Donker, * : :

\-onference ‘ira' collected- in
E_EgliQh-speaking Sou h Africa Todav, ed, A.  de

Villiers /(Cape. Town: Oxford Universiéy Press,
'1976), & sebinal source of mutezial on’ white'
_.Englishﬂspeaking Scuth Afrjomis.
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‘poem is not'wholly pessimistic. It is to be noted that

the central linss of the poem 'are couched in
canditmaaal and provxaicnal terms:

k4
-~

“and the differsnce that gtill lies between us
may shatter the land" (my Herlin:mg)

——
. ]
R

The :fmplication is. that, however slight, the

ES

possﬁgllmty exists that - the remaln&ng interrracidl

aar*iersi “ean be overdome and the country need not,
necessarily. be devastated Sy S

0
1% ’

barriers @nd for obviating such devastation would lie

. coutemporary South ~African situatien, *hg remalns’

in the wid@spread accaptanca,and applica;ion of 1iberal
humanist ‘valiies throughout gouth ﬁfrican society.
Though Abrahams ig?sensitively kmkre "of the obstacles

*iand difficulties’confronting libgral thinkers {n °the

~ passiongtely . and unequivocally committed to . the

principles and ideal of liberalism, and confident- thayy
such . values will pri o capab;e of providing a practica
and enduring saluti&n to, the’ socio—political grobiems

';}f ur’this country, " As Patrick Cullinan has pointed out
inﬂs review of Abrshams's poaxry,

3 ‘ & _;}
_5 equivo"ating'humbug gets its comeuppance hexrs, Afg
»the centte of Lionel Abrahama 8 work iz am ardent
- political conucience._ It ig no less ardent for
‘believing in rveason, for believing that the issues

"the image-of the &iberal as sqme kind'of gently

‘are complex, and for believing zhat if there are

answers they will be complex too., 1n this

pﬁlitlcs are no different from life. This  should
bﬁ gelf-gvident but it is certainly not s¢ to the
'werrible aimplifiers of the Left and Righu."al

=

f.:.-;{é_
By
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~Lionel Abrahams.“himself has, " in fécg; frequentl? n

responded to criticismg’ of Iiberalism from both
right-wing  and ‘left<“wing sources; His. counter-

criticism of both conservative and radical political
. over- simplificationa, and his tough-minded defehed of

liveral values, héave helped olarify and fortify the
liberal humanist vosition in the Lontemperary) South
African .politigel: context. " “For example, in his
acceptance speech for the Thomas Pringle Award for

[Poetry in 1988, Abrahams reacted against the Q;evalling

mood of "revolutiodary perfectignism” "among smany
political- thinkersuxn.q%uth Atficg,” ha~grgued that

ﬁ
T

giveu whrld evil and poatw&ﬁea every good to so
new wﬁrld :that it hopes to bring into being. W
need to gake hold of the vulgarly visible,
imperfect present good - thelkind of thing wg/dan'
- tebt and taste fongnur individual selves, Oﬂly

o through this ... can we be purged of the vicious

" old ideal{ ms, like: the one that tirned rdce into
s’ morgl value, and%a:and a chance of making our
given world ...lﬁore liveable, more human and gmore
- sane,” Y

o
3 " i)

? This cogentﬁhhq_férveﬁn 1ibefél perspective informs all

of Abrahams's' ‘politically focussed work, and is

especially evident in poems guch as "The Issue", "Our
. Way of Life” (both in Journgl of a Wew Maa,. 1984), "Hot

Asking r Trouble" and-"A& Week. of ﬁabusay While
Revolutio :Simmers"p(botﬁ 1n The Writer in Sand, 1088y,

‘But  the poem which provides perhaps the clearest

articulation of Abrahama s 1£Beﬁal humanist position is

., "Three Lies" (Jourth of a New Man, }93&)ﬂ

e

| 5_ "wé need I . resist this d&ngez s mnailvety, this';:ﬁ
| revolﬁfionary transcendentalism that finds tgﬁ‘
e

&

3,
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“One sald: 'We are locked in separate worlds. -
We can do nothing together.'
One said: 'Because I have worked with them
in their name, have. thought and spoken
for their cause until it is my cause,
;they will not know how
"to kill me when the time comes - :
thérefore iz is right that I leave our ccuntrv
lest my presence confuse the issue,’
-One -said: 'What though some of the masterminded nla;s
subdue their arrogance to act or play or work
as men with men? They have z purpose
aud are not changed at heart, Violence alone

gan change their hearts or make their hearts
lrrelevant,
. Now, these are lies.e '

.The £irst, as he spoke, counted the days

- for the frult of work that he and T  ° . _
had jointly dome. The nﬁxt betrays -« - %
the cause of z1l his work for everyman . '
in making way so that siuwplicity and’ innocence
can appertain to murder, Y

_ The third, denying the good that's done T

: %aod because it is not absolute, '

& wou d have destroyed all hope - -

A

" gince war, which may break wills. mist: 1eave hate, whale.=

7 But we know this:
that men w' - act xright a ain&ﬁ‘fheir hearts _
_ are thé on.. who cdan breed through a slow S
%Q ~generation of dying . : '
fiike those Isrselites astriy hetween tWD landa)
g'"t ﬁhe succussion of rhe trw-*muted hmart .

: o e g )
The firgt half of the paem fanctions as an’ éxpoaition
%f what Abrahams regards gs thyee kinds of pclitirdl

falla&y;' the second half ‘of the poem, in taking the

&R.form of an angry chastisem&at of the advocates-of these

fallacies, serves to define and elncidate the liberal
perspective. The' first "lie" is that propagated by

those who feel poiitieaily ‘paralysed by continuing .
enforced racial segregation, and who would thus neg£g$
81l the" useful, jolnt work that has beent and can be.

.. accomplish: ., The second "lie” is .dvanced by those

who feel compélled to emigrate in order to avoid

hampering a black revolution, and, who would thus be

content to allow a Just pol@tiqal struggle o be,
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transformed potentially into mass murder. And the .
third "lie" is promulgated by those who claim that only

through viplent revolution «can the oppfessors®
attltudea be altered or made lmmaterial and who would

thus deay any goo@ except gbsolute good, fcrggth;ng in -
the process that violence may bring superficial change

but  can never eradicate deep-seated hatred. In
rufuting . these ‘misapbrehensions, Abrahems’'s own
posirive political beliefs are implicitly clear:  that

despite segregation, the possibility foro meaningful,
racihlly'co operative work exists; . that whites have an 
_5_1mportant* creative role to play not aniy in changing_.“-
T society bat also in the changad soczety itael /. and
" ‘thst violence 45 a means to political ends is always.

ultimately futile, g0 ° that other, peaceful, ‘evoly- .

i.tionary methods must be sought to solve South Africa 8

ad

pro?lemsf.__'_k.d .-f , .. .ﬁ - @ ,j_,jfg"

k=]

- In . irs  final éik lines, ‘the “poem undergoes an -’
| alterabian in tone and mood. In Ehg body of the poem, -
'”Khrahams ' 7 angry, toughaminded "assertiveness - is
expressed 4n - blunt) . atraightfcruavd, B unequ?yccalg'-

language which comunicates his - ideas with predision.
and clarity. It is the language 2?93 straight—talking :
cog

go]itic#l q bater con:ident in th ency and quality

of his avgument. In the final six lines, however, this’

sinewy. xlmast prosaic speech becomes softened - and
Pievated &ﬁ the poem offers a strikingly evocative
_visian of the capac;ty “for liberal values to effect

=

“humaniat{c truth* for’ example, - the poetically

L

" political change, “The poetic eievation}of dictioh and °
regldter transfers -the poem frem the rzealm: of
idevlogical - fallacy and mendacity to the arena- of

IR
4

&g

o
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he'i.ghteneei: phrasing of the need for men to "aet aright
‘againgt their hearts™ signals the superior nature and
! quality®of such conduct. The political change which
- will be ‘brought about by thig right action may occur
__ gradually and aven painfully, but it will uit.imately- _
~ prove enduring and projuctive:  the uperricially @ .
negative connotatioms of the phrase, ta" slow /
~ genération of dying”, are relieved and ‘transformed by
‘the alternative, “gositive associations of the central
- word, ’ generati:g\ which dimply productivity :f:_and'
- .greativity.. This sense of fruitfulness and creacivity
. 1s reinforced% two other crucial ﬁmrds ‘which bracker
v o the, phgas& "bree\t‘and “succ.easio '.. The image which
" . emerges .is of an g\tterly chaqged society in which
~ e e hatreé and destructiveness have been’' sup 1ant__gs,i by . .
. compassion an& vitality, The final phrase the poem,
- "the transmuted heart", encapaulates t:h!(.s visdon as it "
N suggests not ouly a Q:arc which has been radically'
- alnered il form and nature, but more specifically one
o in which hardness and violent ‘hatred have been "muted"
nto sympathy ‘and love, Like Chris Mann in "Between
_Ca}m\\ Contamplatinu and Action“ (diséusaed earlier;,

* Abrahams also utilises a feligiaus a;:alcgy tq suggest
 the underlying ethical basls of -the liberal position,_
as fwel}. as to concrecige the vist&h presented in !:he.'_ .
poem. In this case, Abrahams's alluaion to  the
o e o ._wanderin_g. of the Isré&lites ‘i1 the wilderness isu' L
| J rlizrticularly apt. %t esuggests ;hat South Afrinana are.’ '

‘moving from a society of oppressiqn and exploitation to
~ ¢ne of freedom and justice. X suggests that ~the
" period of tran: tion may well bé iengﬂhye\ami a cause
; . Lpr uncertai.nty.“-- But’ most impart:antly. it suggests .
.+ " that the attainment of a South African politjeal :.
“promised land” is indefg “within oui%gpabil_itieu.. ° - I

W

W

L o

‘=

d
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As this chapter has demonstrated South African Englisn” .

poets, bath in their critique of their fellow WESSAS

and. in theic critique - of  the current Souz:h AFr.':Lcaﬁ-_ --

po}.iti._al. system, {from whatever pegsPective}, form an

itiportant part O‘E the contenporary WESSA tradition of

dissent. The exiatence of this 5ometimes unrecognised '
- hut’ vil:al tradition may be regarded as a source of hope
both for South Africa 'in general and for WESSAs in

particular. It ‘confirms that -there are 3 number of_

people within the w&%’sa group (as t:heu are wbis:hin the -
other ethnic groups in this coum:ry) who are fof-

prepqrad to allow i.njust.ice and- oppression to continue,

- and who are detemi:ned to bring sbout a more: equit:abla "
“free and fair social “and . polx,tic.al order in South
Africa,’ As such, this tradition of disdent ought to be’
© Viewed by other, more conservativa WESSAs not as a
;hreat' but 22 =2 source of mt:ent:l.a‘}. benaﬁtﬂ to the

WESSA group ‘a8, a whole. Irl' a free and just South
Africa; many of ) centrsl dilmz currsnt:ly

.. confronting the group wml& ‘be Iargely resolved,
WESSAs would bg able to diicovqr a cogent: and -

memingful 1&entit.y as equal mem‘ba*ra of & democratic,
non-racial South. Africm Theg would bte’ ﬂble “to

_ experience & genuine sense of place in an undivi.deﬂ and
_ undivi"aing home country. They would he able to purge-
themselves of" rheir profound debilitating d?ead in an

open and ordered society: And- they would.be able

wi thout gu&l.lt: and without fear to shape a meaningful

existence’ for themselves in a country where there would

" “be no need perhaps. for 8 tradition of dissent.

o

- .
o o Lo
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Writing Degree Zero, trana. A, Lavers and C, Smith

. (London: - Cape, 1967) "and Jacques. Derrida’s

; analysis of textual meaning in ;writing and

~° Difference, §rans. ‘A, Bass (1967; Chicago: Chicago ’

 U.P., 19763 - this study would ® still claim,
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This term forps the, sub-title of Stephen‘
ulmgman s book, The Novels. of Nadine Gordmer ’

"

(Jchannesburg, Ravan, 1966) .

L

Ibid., p.i.

Th_’is'i:ﬁf;%‘tudy has e_:{amined ‘the work of more than 60

‘contemporary  poets,’ contzined .. in = over 90

Aindividual volumes and at least six anthglogies:’

p Zto pp 13 18 uli\" N W
" : '\
’ Q

a- .

':_-_Soma._p:_-ominen_t '-exauip'i‘eg of _matérialiat-- criticism
- of South African English poetry aré Tim Couzens;

cricicism of South African Litersture", "Hdi‘kr in

 Progress (November 1977),.pp.44~52; Ke’lwyn Sole,
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I&ricans in the-1970s", English Academy Reviéw 3 )

(1985, PP 25449. While there naturally’ ave

o critics, . the discuasion offertd here. of the_
approach to be adopred by this study may serve as °

an indicabtion of the dxscrepancies between this
study and m!:eri.ali.st eriticism in generai

@

.?'rn'01;ngman's_crit1ca1 thinking, three levels.'of

limitatiorn' are identified: the historicsl, cthe

- social and the ideolcgical. Esch of these- levels

ﬁnay be associated - with the theorists “to yhgmf

Clingmew i most indebted: . the historical wi.r}-;/
Georg Lukécs, for ‘example, The Historical Novei, s

trans, ‘H. and S. Mitche}.l (1962 Hamndsworth

‘diffgrences -in emphzsis and focue b&t'geen these™

&
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trans, A Sheridan {(London: Travistock, 1975); and
the ideological with Pierre Hacherey. for example,
& Theory .of Literaty Production, Jrans. "G, Wall

-340.

o

* T {1966; Londonlsﬂbutledge aﬁa Kegaﬂ Paul, 1978). .
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;eneral
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wxiring. or to" - Atepialist - eritical writing in

_18;4 As Hichael thapman pciqzed out in hie introduction.h

'9_;  _ to The Paperbook -of *South African English Poetry
- (Johannesburg: Danker, 1986&, p 23, the function

' of che>1it¢rdry eritie "ahauld be to 'gpen up the,
possibilities of debate rather than to hurry to a.

’ _ premature - and preferred ‘moral oz ideological

aclosure“.' Such an approach seeme. pragmatically_:.___
- deaiﬂibls. ;;ecpecially in: a - situation of

problematic - and ‘unresolved  asesthetic  and

" {deological debate, such as exiats at presént in

Suuth Africa.
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~ South African English Poetry, p.24. It is to be

noted that  Ch&pman has Urecgn;ly altared his

Y eritical, stance (unfortunately igﬂthe'uiew of the

preaant study) tosthat of o materislist ﬁrienta-
‘tion. See hisz grricle, "The Liberated ZGnG; The
\ Possidilities ‘of Imaginative Expnﬁss;on 1n A fitate

of - Emmrgency“. g 1ish ACQdemy Rﬂview 5 (19’&3--

_PP. 23-53
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In ovder to ﬂeep the range af poetrv 'wzthln

' manageable k&mzts it has been dec1ded to considerx

only those fpoems which have been published in
anthoicgfes or in individual volumes. Moreover,

" only thode vo.umes ariyd anthlagies published in or
= before 1938 have'%een takeq,into account, '

= o

fhis study will al*o take note of- the puﬁin:on and s
respongses wf those puets who, remdin on ‘the

periphgrv of the white: &nglish group, énd wlly are’

abviaus example

13. 'G&y Butlerq "Thia Nature tand Purpose of the

Q

Ebnfargnce". in §_glish-speaking Southy Africau

. Today, p;q, e T P

@

B N g . - .- . :- . . o )

The only comparable graup is the so-called
“"Coloured" _people of South Africa. aithough their

difficulty is associated more.sith enforced racidl

c;a&atfication fhan aecio-gultural factors. See,i

“f

&

40; QE.D. MacCrone,'“Oaning Addreaa“, gLish qtudies

tidr, .

YR

in Africa. 13.1 eﬂarch 1970}. p 2

o
oy - ’ ?‘

g..

41, Arthur ' Ravenscrof% '"Sputh‘f African  English
Literatusg"¥ in English<speaking South Africa -

. _.mﬁ’ g. 32\,‘? e Sy R

a
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Gay Butler,o“Engliah and gﬁe English in the New
South  Africa”, English Academy Revzmw 3 (1985)3"n

o -pp. 163 176, for exﬁagle.'
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2) Py v . O'.‘
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) ] Henry°kever, Southw$frican Soci?ty
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346.

Henry-Levéx,nSoutﬁrAfz&cau Society, pp.lé E£.
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The'197ﬂ census gfﬁkﬁ the white English-speaking

Snuﬁh-&friba, Centra1 Statisrical Serv;ce, ‘Report
Number“ DZ/GF;99).ﬂ Lhe 1989 census gives the

B figﬁre$35‘ﬁ @10 205 au& of 4 551068 {(Republic of

S 7.

1 18, A

19,

20.

.“Est"a;es “of

-See, H.L Watts, ‘Table ;q,'"CountE Q
ibid p.76.

As Garson points. out, the term "English-speaa&ng-

Soutﬁ;AftL@q, ‘Central S atistical Segfice, Report
Number 028010). The 1988 estimarfan is derived by
extrapotation from the, chrve fitted to 1936-1980

-census  data. Sne also \H.L, = Warts, Table, 2,
_'“ofgﬁﬁnglish;épeaking'
, in. "A  Secial ahd*”

EodazT p. 43, °°h' 5

: © ’ o
. .,'1": : '-};,\

A racent scudy puts thé figure at approximatgry
118 000. See Dv Gideon Shimoni, “Foreword™, Yhe’

Jews of South Aftiga: What Future?l, eds. Tzippi
* Hoffman and Alan Fischer {Juhannesburg, Seuthern,

1988? | 1‘1. p . T . o= : EY

A uséful'artiéie‘in this regard .is Naei'Garsan,

“English-speaking South. Africans ard the Brirish -

Connection: 1820-7761", in English-speaking South
Africa Today, pp.l7-39. - )

South Africa”, applied to the pre-Union period, is
an ' anachronism, but may be used provided ‘the:.
anachronism is recognised: ibid., p.17. =

\.

o
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22,

23. .

25,

I
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27,
" edition (0xford; Clarendon Press, 1963).

28,

.Tudsy, pp.98-1le,

347,

See, for example, - John °‘Eione, Colonist or

Uitlander? A Study of the British Immigrant lﬂ'J.

:Soﬁth' Africa (prord. Eldrendon Pressy ~1973Y,
pp.215-219, |

B
a6
o .-

ca o /',’ : ’ .
H.L. Watts, "A Soclial and Demographic Portrait of

Englxsb-speaklng White South Afr:cans T oin

'k__glish ~gpeaking Sourh ‘Afrxica Tgxﬁy, P.44. Bome
“of +the main reasons for emigration. such as the

avoidance of military ccongeription, have alao

sexved to disunite the WESSA community in recent_
. {vyearg " . Lo ] -‘{EQ P .

[ N a - s

R

1&.,.pp 49-79,

E<s

System, . in Lnglfsh—apeaking * South
erica Dday, P Z{E._ I : :

a9

.thn_gtone._CQIOntat ox Uitlandexf; p.215.

-

o

For exawple, John Btane. 1btd., P. 26 Henry EEVer

Sowth Africamn .Society, -pp.15-18, and Lawrence

°§éhlemmer._ﬁﬁnslfshvspeaking South Africans Today:

Identity and Integration into’ the Broader National
Sommuiity", dia Eggliah~s§Eaking South Africa

"
a

W:Hw_Macmillén,-Baﬁtu,‘Boer and Briton, ievised

L

duy Butler, “Intr&ductiqn", A Book of 'Saﬁth )

Afuican Verse, p.xvii,

. o
° " . . L I - -
. 4a
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» . . .
2
n
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For dethiled statistics EQ these. - areas, see H.L.

|§n

oxra11,~ "EnaliSH South Africa 'and The

O
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29.

30,

L 31.

343;

i
[

_ i
See, for example, Mike Kirkwood, “The Colonizer: Af
- Critique of. the English South. African  Cultufe

“Theory", im Poetry South Africa, especzally

pb- 1ua~198. o s
% : '

*=Cﬁristqph§r Hope, "A South AFrican Abread”, Fair

| Lady (24 Jupe 1967), p.102, S .

. Broader National, Community", in glish-speakiqg-

3,

A

35.

:iESouth Africa Taday,lpg 94-95, - . o

e e
W Henry Levar. South _ frican Society, pp 18- 19.n

D Archibald, “Th Afrikaners as” an Emergent
'ﬁinority", British " Journal of Soc‘ologz, "20.4
,(Dacamber 1969), P. ﬂF* :

B. A T yakian, "Socia%ogical Realiam Partitien
For Sou Afrtca“, Socinl Forces, No, 46 (1?6?},

Q

pe2il. ‘This is aot to deny _the divisions within®

‘the. black’ African ETOup in. South hfrica, for
| example, the tensions netween Inkatha (the Zuln
 ethnic . movement)  and .the . African Netional

» gpngress, but simply to stress how dppbsition to

'apartheid has served to forge the black resistanca
Qmovaments national character, v

Michael Chapman, South African English PoetrY‘ A
| Modern Perspective, p.214. Thus. altﬂough the
so-called "Coloured" and- Indisn groups may be
-viawed also ag: oecupying | a8 middle position in
fSouLh African gociety, they are more(gfbperly to
be associated with, and subsumed into, “the "black"
resistance ' movements ,within the  coatext . of
_apartheid. S T |

o

Lawr%ﬁce Schlemmerm | “English-speaking Southf
E Africans Today: Identity and Integration ‘into the

Lo



7 36.
J'Butlgr", QQLE, No. 7 (March 1973}, p%SI.

37.

3_&.
38.

r;.ﬁ'o v

hl._

424

43,

p.56.

349,

Christopher Hope-,' "A Conversation with Guy

]

This chapter considers more tham thirty Jpoens by

sz.xteen d:.fferent poets. )

L

1]

:Guy Buiﬂ:ler,  "The Nature "and . Purpose of the

Conference", 1in’ English-speaking, South Africa

. Today, p.11. . .

In contrast, thus, with a poem ‘such as Francis

Carey Siater's '"Drought“é’ in Collected Poems
éEdinhurgh: Biaekwooda, 1957).

0'. ’ P .u

Uniike countyies such a8 Belgi .and Canada,
&£ noted b}* . Landas, _“Bili gual"ian;, the'
. Individual a,naﬁ Soc:t.etv". unpubli.shed paper,, 1970,
'quag,ed by, Hehry Lever, couth Afeican So;v;iaty,_'

a* v El

p 1& )‘t‘é (:\ ' \ 4 ) ) P ,‘: T e |i

o

Se a. . for e:ﬁ?.'mﬁla, .John Sfbﬁei; Colonisk br
ﬁi\tlandcr? p.26, and Henry Lever, Scuth African,

L]

Societz. pp.15-18. . R

: See, for example, Lawrence Schlemmer, .“English< - -
_speak.tns South Africans Today: I&entit:y and .
- Integration into the Broader National Community", '
in E __glish-speaking Sauth Africa Today, p.133.

]

o

‘See Henry - r‘.airer, "ﬁthm.c Preferences of White
‘Residents in.Johsnnesburg”, in Contemporary South

Afries: - Social Psychological Perspectives, eds.
§.J. "Morse and C. Orpen (Cape Iown- Juta, 1975).-

Lo GJ&. :
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ﬁ&t Thuis discrimination & discussed in Henxy Lever,
South African Soci etg. p.17-18, -

a

Ias." See  N.C.J. Charton“ and H.W. van der Merve,
R "Whi*hpr White ~South Africa?” in H.W. van der

‘ Merwe, M.J. Ashley, N.C. J. Charton ‘and B.J. Huber,'
"White Sduth African Elites (Capo, Town: Juta, *

1974), pp.1i70- 178, whgnclaim that anlish—speakers

: " differ fronm .ﬁfrlk&nera on almost all rmportanto
politﬂfal -1gaues, particularly thobe aséociated

N wich race. s
a 4|

L ——

- @ ' ° .
46.. Christopher Hope, "P#etry and Sociecy“. in Poetrx
| South Africa, P. 137, |

L]

47, Chiiqtbpher,ﬁoﬁgf aut&ar‘sfhote bn'iﬁaidg.qover'ai

- o fchgqi'Drives'(Logﬂon% Landon_Hégazine,'1974);
o T . 4B, kae Kikanod “The Colonizer: A Critique of thg”

English Suuth African Cultuna Theory“, in ?netgx
- South: Africa. pp.102-133.;; :

un.-.
A ‘S

*"49. prid., pp.lOZ 8.

n “56:' big. p.llz._ o S L

L

i"51. This is in apite of Kirkwood '3 ‘disavowal of his
© own poetry "as an equally fertile source of the
s colonizer stereotypes a8 Butler's work, 1@5;.,

Cfdes,

52, “*heéé'poems'will-be-diacussed_in-detail in the
.final chaﬁter of this suudy.- o o

-
: o

a
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54,

55,

& L

o
()

57.

s
)

9

58, .

ep.ll.-

56.

P

351,

Jeremya Cronin, interviewed by Susan Gardner, Four
South African Poe.ts ( Grahamstown: MNELM, 1986),
P 17., - R '

»
K-l l %\ . M . :
André Brink, "Introducticn“, A World of Their Own,

Peter -Randall, 'rhe .:out.h African "Engligh' and
~Race Relations (Johannesburg: South African .

Institute of Race Relat:iuns, Topical Talk Na. 4,
1967)3 b, 4. - o e

- . - : g L . cgr .. !
The dy;haiis of this Marxist igeology as it informs

the work of Cronin shd other poets will be dealt

with specifically 4in the fingl chapter of this

study, = Similarly, @ discussion of the literary

and critical debate between Harxiat gad liberal
 positions which haa charactarisad South .&fr:l.can
.English poetry over the. past twenty or s0 yeara
will Be c:eated in the finsl chapter. ©

s : s

Once more, it ‘must be. recogni.se?d t‘tatz the term,’

WESSA, 48 an ,anachronisin when' appl:l@d to the
pro-—Union period. - In addi:tio_n,__, many of “the
subjects 6f this investigation wege not strictly
South African at all,.but British. Nevértheless,

4t is the sense of a continuous Enﬁlish-spe”aking‘ ’

tradition in South Afrifa which ""Pn.ahles the
connm.tion to be made  betyeen previou‘a t;l.mes and
the contemporary periad

The syntheé’is is of immenfbe- importance *to Chris
Zithulele Mann, who 1s a rommitted Christian who
has also adopted the Zulu culi:ure an& been’
accepted, as a white man, into Zulu society.bﬂLike

e
Y

L]



59.

60 " __?

61.

i? \'.1‘ " . . : “ . ¢ : . : . 352‘ .

o

.tha late Peter Backer, the " anthropologist, and

-Johnny (1egg, the pop sxngem, he is a rare exampla
-of someone who haa %rgnscanded ethnic an¥ cultural
categories, and, as such, he offérs a glimpse &F
‘whats a future unified South Africa right be like.

' See also the discussion of Mann's poem; "A P-ayer°
for Hy Work" _ih hhis chapter. Y

T. 5. El:i.ot. "Portrsit af & I..ady", in Collected
Collected

" Poems 1909 1962 (London__Faber and Faber, 1963).

A\

99

Mike Kirkwcod "The Calqpizer";-in Poetry'South_
Africa, p.132. = .

W~

‘René de Villiers, ed.,_Better than They Knew, 2

. vols (Cape Town: Purnell 1972 197&} .

Guy Butler! “1s the ESSA a Dodo?", Sunday“Star 53
- Aprtl 1988), p. Ia, cols 6-7. “ "

'I h

e f 1

'CHAPTER 3: A DAMAGHD SENSE OF PLACE:

.“;_See, for

Lk

; christé¥je§ Hbﬁg, "Introduction” to Hike'ﬁicnl‘s
Jf;'Adqu Lh’ : '

Sbuvdhirs, p.iil. )

| . . ; . - o

“

r in Snuth African

'.‘lg;\J\"

example, Guy Bﬁtler.'“lntiodaction", A
. Book. of South ¢ African Verse, "pp.xvifi-xils Guy
_Butler, "On Belng Present Where ‘Yuu Are: Some
. Obgervations on Sawth African English Poetry
-31930-1960", ini Poerry South AErica, pp.82-101;

_ ~and €.J.D. Harvby; "Local Col oi

- Poatty"”, Thearia. Nn. 7 (1935); Pp. 93-100

g ! .
. R .

L

e

/



1,

4.

P

Stephen Gf%?. Soythern African Literature: An o
- Introduetion, p.158. . <

c Noéi Gar&on. "English«spegking Sautﬁ Agricaﬁs’ﬁﬂd
the British Comnection: 1820-1961", in English-

. geaking South Africa Today, pp.17-22, For am

.5. 3

=é l“

account of the countries of origin and ¢the
composition of the WESSA group, see section 2 of
the previous chapter of this “study, and, in

S

particular, H.L. Watts, "& Social and Temographic

Portrait  of English-spea%ing .White  South '

Africans”, Tnble ‘14, "Country " of Qrigin", in
nglish—tgeak;gg South Africg;Tod&y, p.76.

Michasl. Ch.apman Sou::‘h Afra.can z glish Poex:gz
Hodern ?erapeﬂkive pp 23 ff.

T

_-Guy_!uplg:'rafern“to_Hilliam Plomer as ''the poet
" of African disenchantment”, "Introductioﬂ? A Book

. of South. African Vhrne,|p xxix.

10,

Seef“fcr examplea Ggy'Eutlér. "On Being Pr'dent .

.Where You Are: Some Observations on South African
' English Poetry 1930-1960", in Poetry South At¢’va,
pp.90- 92; and the: opening“chapter of John Bond's
They .Were South Africans (Cape Town: Oxford
University Preas, 1556). : RN

it

ZGuyﬂtbutier,;.ﬂIn;raducgion“, A_Book of South
éfrican Verse, pp.xxxii-xxxiil. =

[

Ibig., p.xxxv;

Anthony Delius, The Lest Division, Canto  Two,

_ xxxiii, p.45.

e
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17.
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18.

E

354,

@

o

David Weish " uses' the phrase in a shghtly

_previous ehapter of this study..

spaakin& Sauth Africa "roday, p.ZB,J,p 33

T R. H Bavenpoqt Sauth &frics A Hodegn History i
third editioﬂn& (Johannesbu‘rg*' Macmillan, 1987) v
p.400. Lo AN o

Law‘:."etm_g ) S@mié’méf, o “"Englisﬂ':-speaking a_l.Sc:u.f:h

'-"Afr:iq_azis"rddqyz Identir:}gh,.;;\nd Integratwa into the

'N\oel Garadng' "Eﬂglish—speaking South Africans and'
the - British Connectiun,ﬂ ,1820-1961", in E_r;glish- -

"o

'

11.

' different sense in "English~speaking Whires ami
the Racial Prob"ﬁ' in E g J.sh—speaking South
Africa Today, p.221, )

12. The RGrase derives [‘krbm R.N. Curfey's 1947,
dramaric popm for radio Between Tim Woxolds. )

‘13."' Mich.:rel Chapmafn, J "Biographical t-..hes ~and
T Otes". The Paperbogk of South Af::'a‘. an Eng}ish .
. p 302 ) | B ’/) | ] fvi e
" 14, This alie__mt_tion has J%':een" exage:pﬁted by the
cultural-bt:l?cottq; . “'_' 8 CT @
15. This marginalisation 1s discussed in d‘&aﬂ in the

Broader National Community”, in _rglish-speakiﬂg

South hfrz.ca Today. esp pp 100~ }.22

Ibid., FTable -I,'a “Percentage Distributian of
Ergglish- and afrikaansvspeaking White Respo‘nden:.ﬁg

Group,s", p. 100,

&

o @

- Selacting Mifferent Descriptions of Themselves as



Lo e
A
i

o 2o

a1,

. 254:
o Modern Perspective, Pp. 24-26,

Y]

.26.

,Ibid;, Table XITI, n“igercentage Distributién ' of

. in this study represents ‘an &
-ffmnre_thgn one set of responses.-~ _ <,

 Chrisbﬁpher Hope;r“Poecry and Society"f Ap oetrx’”

' expreasion of WEbSAg growing uneasgﬁ_ S

R

- 355, -

D4 - : 2 e 3 :
Ibid., Table IX, "Propertxon of Englmsh-speakinv;"
Respondents. who See their Cultune a$§ OQutlook as
Specifically South* African®, p 111, and see the
accompanying discussion, pp.110-112, - -

&
a

Respondents Indicatlng Intenticns to Remain im or <™

aLeave Scuth Africa as a Cunqeqﬁbnce of Changfng f]ﬁp\

Circumstances”, pp.118- 119.; T~ percentage g;yen-ﬂ'wg"@
' %ﬂ}age derived from

a

Lt
)

. § |
2. Ibid., Table XIV,. "Percentages in Different Sociai pgot

‘Categarlek Revealing Strong Iﬁmntional Ties with

SOuthﬁafrica y P 119. S _ . ? . 5

South-africa, p. 137

Stéphgn Gray, ""A - Sense  of Place im- New
Literatures, Particulafiy South African English®, -

: glish Academy Raviav 1 (1983). p.35.

Hicﬁiel Chapman -Scuth African Eng_;s? Poetry‘ A

;4 .
The poem is; in fact; datad 1962, °%ﬁd refers in -
“the first stanza to Mtennis on the éfuator”, but
. {t cen, nonethelesa, be regardéd as a preliminary

Christopher Hopa author' s‘&ote on. inside cover o; o Ef"

q
o

Qage Driv S _ . : -



28,

. 29,

é’ta
31,

32.

O

) r 33 . -

34,

35,

L. i . \\,\ " [

[+

Geéffrey Haresnape, "Whites Under Stress";@revie&

- of Gh;iétapher Hope's {&ﬁé}ntivéé}, Contrast. 36,

9.4 (March 19?5;:; p.92. : e

For example, Stephen Watson, fRecent White Engiish
Soutl! African Poetry _'and“ the “Langnage» of

__Libgralis ' Standpgnte 164, 36.2 (april 1983),
p-f3v23 | " o T S, e

0"
[ = :
o

e ®

304ﬁt§§§hn Gardner, intervigw with Robert Bero‘d, Four 3 m

Bl .

South Afriran Poefs, P 8.+

s o
2

‘Malvern van Wyk Smith, "Introduction”, Shades of » “» *
- Adamastor, sed. H.- van Wyk Smith "(cxﬁ.agstom,_ .
 FELM, 1988), p. 32, o .

0ff§cia1 statiscics for emiapatian are of 1itg1e
help eince they dg not record ' the emigvanrs

reasons for leaving; or their gttitudes towardﬁl'

leaVinga [ . .-'-'-':?.‘i" \.” . : - o

. Q"‘
o

w

An important factor in this regard aince the,mi&

19?03, has been the ‘issue “of conscription in the'g- o

South Africaﬁ Defenca Force.

Pierre L, van den Berghe, The Liberﬁl Bilemma in
South Africa (London' Croom Helm, 1979)@ e 16

@

Christopher Hope, "4 South African Abroad”, Eﬁgrm o

o ngx (2& °June 19&7), pp.102.824

36.

° Among the Souveniré, P i.

"
el

a7,

>
3

Christoph@r Hope, “Introduction “to Mike*ﬁiqpl‘i

:O ) ‘. Az ) |
Ebida » p-iii- ) Su = L. {‘jv"“:: Wt
- .. e ‘.\-‘" }{
a A

i
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38. Or at7least in Watson's cose, since his dnqanda
d6] tend to bg lir*le “mote . than iﬂterary :
am_odhments of his own states of mind: see F31Wy1
Sole, "Great Longings, leak Lustg® {rewiew of
Stﬁpheniﬁhtscﬁ's In_ This Citv), ﬁﬁﬁlishdﬁ?ademY
Review & {1987), p.261, o .

i &

39, Lina Spies, Bigﬁ? ?ergendég {Cape Town: Hurkn and
Rm: soeaw, 1971). ) o - -
" 'r‘! . ”a:n
40, Antjie fqug' Maﬁhin (Cape  Tgwu: _Huﬁ&i and
' O: y Rouaseau, 1975},:_ c a .

53: 'ﬁ M | walters, eimggl (Cape} Towu= .Taféﬁberg,? '

u *?(m R -

O. {:_.) . . \% N . . B : i
L k2. Johan. de Jager, ggadah vir h Wir Afrikaan
" (Johann@sburg Perakcr, 1974y, g ©
: 43. Ingoapﬂlé ) Madingoane, : Afrika ¥y

we _ eginnggg (Joh&nneaburg Ravan, 1979).
. ('1,3

“44, M, Chapman and "A. Dangor, eds, Voices from Within

(Johannesburg: Bonke:, 1982)a | L .
o - Q@E E . |
45, 'T. Couzens ana&ﬂ. ?atel."eda. The Return of the
Amasi Bird (Johannesburg. Ravan. 1982)._

3

46.  Ibid. s .

N e ] . it

47, See,- for=exampféf Guy“Butler, "In;roéuotionﬁ,'é
Q\§ Book of Sodth'africah Verse, p.xxxviii.

L
&

48, - - Guy Butler,- “A Conversation with Guy Butler";“
Bolt No. 7 (Maxch 1973), p 51, '

[>T
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49,

50.

51,

52.

53,

54.

55.

358.

Whereas _'Livings.tone's “regponse to Africa  must
surely be regarded as atypical of contemporary

characteristic WESSA respongg towards indigenous
African culture {(and pecple). Ses Michael

Chapman, South African English ?oetry. A. Modern

Pepapeotl ve, p ¢6.

Jensma is, in fact, of Afrikaner par&ntage. £ 'z.tes

. much of his poetry in Afrikaans, and has m%mied to
~ be o:'ategorf.sed wit:h the African paets “of the

1970s., o

a

For a discussinp of Hamn 8 synthesis and its

_implicatians, see my discussion of ‘his pcem,-

"Rorke's Drift a Century after the Battle", :Ln the
previoua ehapter of thie study. i
The pne-f: stated that the incident desccibed in the
poem 1s autobiographical , in 'a reading at the
Univér&i_ty of the Wimaterarand in 1986."’

. o
éee, for example, W.D. Hamond—'fnoke, "World View
1: A System of Beliefs", in The ﬂag}tmspeaking
Peoples of Bouthern Africa, ed. W.D. Hammond-Tooke
{London:  Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1974,
pp.318-343, -See also Nimian Smart, The Religidus

. Experience of * Mankind (New York: Fount, 1969),

pp.S?"SSn

‘EiL Watts, “A Social and Demographic Portrait of
English-speaking White South Af::icans', in

English-s_geaking_50uth Aﬁrica Today, p.87.

Ikid., p.52; and see Figuite 3_: “'L‘he Percéntage
of English-speaking Whites in Urban Areas”, p.55.

._.1

0

WESSAs, "Under Capricorn"  seems to embody a
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56. Henry.Lever, South African So’ciétg, pp.lg-_ZO.

57. B.3. Huber N.C.J. Charton and H.W. van dez:,lMerwe.
"A- Proflle of White South Axr}aar* Elites", in _
White South Afrlc;;an Elites, pp.24-26. :

5%, For eitample_, “ folk _mﬁsic; art, theatre, evenhr
‘slogans or hypocorisms. | | | |

*539. Sée, for”éx&mple, Lawrence Schlemmer's as;%ssmeng
of the nature and strength of English-speakers’
emotional ties ‘with South Africa in "'English-
Epeakiﬁg South Africans Today: Identity and
ﬁntegxation into the Broader National Cammunity \
o __glish-sgeaking . Bouth Africa 'f’f'l’ada_v, _

. pp,llS 122 - IR | s

?0‘1 They have. heen termed c;itlanders. rooinekke,

-'sbut:fes by Afrikanera, and liLened to migrating

awallowa by Zulus, for- example.

61.

" = 65 “_”ﬂ
u .
t

' ____gi.tsh ?cetryh AModern Yerspective, pp 26 ££.

'Lbid.,:xxvffi: R E

o " noo ES - 3 9

@ el T

oGlly Butler.' "In‘tgduction R ;»21. Book _of South
Afi‘ican VErse PP uii—mx .

B

Ibid., xx:r, _ N

Ibid., xxxyiii,

] - . : £l

e

__‘5___ 5. xxxvi, a:) this .revg'ard see :'Michael
f‘hapman 5 cri.tic:al discussion in South African

-
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. B . a " E ’ .
\ o
PR )
FC ) ’
"



[N

o

o o4

70,

.
' 1UgStreaza“ 3.2 (Autumn 198533 5 41 o s:._ o

oA Reader, ed. .

74,

-

 3§00
See also. Isobel Héfméjr, *"The Mining Novel in
South Afvican Literature", Emglish -in Africa, 5.2
(September 19?3), ppwl 15. ' o

: M; chael Chapman, South African English Poetrv A
Modern Perspective, pp.57-58.

Ibid., p.52.

AN ) \' o L L

David- Ade;, Ridley Beeton, Mﬁchagl Chapmanb and
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Mongane Sefote is amw obvious example. See Stephen

Watson, "Shock of the 0ld: What's. Become of BRlack
Poets?", UpStream, 5.2 (Autumn 1987), pp.22-26.
Felwyn Sole’s rejoinder, "The Shock of the 01d?
HMore Likely Nostalgia for the Past™, UpStream, 5.4
(S8puing 1987), ppiiﬁ -29°,. is not conVincing, as
Licnel Abrahams demﬁnsttates in a letrter to ithe
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e Marxist perspective. : e
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Michaelr Chapman, "Introduction"
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South _Afvican English ‘Poetry: . A Modern
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({ ¢
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(=]

36.2 (Apr1l 1983), pp.13-23.

African Poetvr\and the Language of Liberalism",
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a compressed account in Scmth Africa: A Modern ©
History, pp.371-578. For a Marxist account of the

demisé of old-style Tiberalism in South Africa, o

se¢ Paul Rich, White Powsr and the  Liberal ;o

" Conscience _ {Manchester: Manchester Uﬁiversity
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50. 'For*publicatloh datails of - these Mhrxist writers, _ 7

" psee YHotes 42, 43 and 44 nf the preV1ous chapter of
this ‘'study. S . .

- . -
= i o o @

31, Fnr an acemmt of the Harxlat &pproach to literary
. eriticism in South Afréca, see thé introductory

o

- chapter of this-study, L e S |
. L " g" ) .;‘ " ) #J ) .
52, Marxism was but one of a’ number of iﬂtermingled . e

influencea on the Soweto poeta of the 1970s. For
a - mora,detailed account of these. influences, see
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-Matrin ~ Legassick, "The Rise of Modern * South

African Liberalism: Its Assumptims and Social
Base"”, in Institute of Gomonw,,t’ . Studies, 20

o

Jet *‘ey Butler, Ricth Elphick am’t David Welsh,
as co-editors of Démocratic Liberalism in South
Aftica: Its Histary and Prospect, a colleetion af

.papers t:ier werad at the cavxerence of the same

title held -at Houw Hoek, near "Cape o am, from 29
June \ ‘5Ju}.y 1986, provide a seminal assegsment

‘of libecalism in ‘the ccntemporary period. The

account of modern day 1iberalism offered in the

. next pages is heavily indebted tu their valuable
mtrcduction in whi.c@ the central econclusions of

the _conference are sumparised. See also Charles
Simkinq _Bgconstructmg South African Liberalism .

(Johzm " T South African Tnstitute of Race
Re ﬁati" .'1986) . ' '

'v"'Jeffri:y' Butlér ne't: al. , *‘Introduction ~ to
. Democratic Libaralism in Sauth Afz ica, p-5.
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For example, in hig acceptance speech for the
Olive Schreiner Prize for Poetry, 1986, reproduced

in English Academy Review &4 (1987), p.150. See '

also "'Down With English'", in Lionel AlLrabams: A

Readex, p.328.
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Patrick Gullinan, review of Jaurﬁal Qf a New Man,
in UpStream, 3.2 (Autumn IQBS)g_p;ﬁﬁ;

Lionel Abrahams; acceptance speech for the Thomas

Pringle Award ¥or Poetry,” 1987, reproduced ianhe
Star TONIGHT {22 April 1983), p 6 col T :
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