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So gccording to the 0id Covenant a reward for faithfulness to
God and piety to the Law was that these righteous ones would
not "taste of d&i‘th“.ls It is here that Chriet differs from
the sainbs of the O, They ssoaped feeling the bittemess
of death in thelr bodtes'® hut Christ could allow himselt no
such luxury, nor could his Father glve to him the nomal ré~
wards of the righteous. A strong parellel is in the garden
scene before the crucifixion where he spoke about his death
#s & “eup” which hs would rather have avoided, but which in
accondance with his fatber!s will he kmew to be wmavoidablel!
The author of the Fourth Gospel veports that Jesus said b,
Peter after he hed owt Sff the High Priest's servant's ear:
“Sheathe your swerd., ‘This is the oup my Father has glven mej
shell T not dvink it?%  (Ja, 18 : 11), - There appesrs o be
& strong comection between Christ’s 'tasking deathl, “drink-
ing the ocup and Christ's strong statement in Matt, 16 : 28:
"I $ell you thist ‘there are some standing bere wie will not
taste death before they have seen the Son of Man coming in
his kingdom®, because one of the strangest beachings .of the
NP, about the death of Christ ls its substitubionary natiwes®
For his reason in Hebr, 2 : § our euthor dsclares that by
Codls gracious will, in tasting death he should stand £or us
all".  Seen in this context XapLTi would mpnear to £it
far better into the theological conmvext than XwplL¢ becsuse
the incemation was an evidence of God's wmmerited favour bo
his people as was alse Gnd)s grace evident in permitting him
to "taste of dsth"lg and not to side~step it by & ftraunslation

15, Hebr. N0 hYn  and Aremaic pmIATD . nyo

of. ThWo I, pp.674¢ and Billerbeak I, pp.751%f, by J. Bekm.

16., I Sam. 15 : 32; Sirach 41 : 1.

17, Hath, 26 3 39!!‘, Kk, 14 ¢ 365 Tk. 22 @ 42,

18., Hebr Eph. 5 : 2; I Pet. 1 205 Mk 10 ¢ 45;

I Tiam, 2 1 6- 1‘1.1;. 2 1 14 imter elia.

19, Phis does not imply $hé nicety of meaning Chrysostoi

gives to the word "“to taste" in Homilies on Habrews 6 : 12,

in whinh he saya that Ohrdet only tasted nf desth buy did not
dle. As we bave seen above it is a phrase which means

quite sinply "to daeh,
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wich ned heen the reward of the most Tightnous ones under
the old covépanf. - God's graoe was then, &t Ohrist's orudi-
fixion, pade wenifent to his people..

Seen in thie light the meswming of the previous few ver—
ties slso falls into line, . Man has been given so much bk
hae acconplished o Xitile. Instead of being miler ke im
ruled. Bub in the sane wey as Chris's desth ia a substi-
tutionary death, 2o his 1ife i & Tepresentative and & sub-
Stitutionary one. . Ohrist by hie death has not only taRted.
death for a1l men but has, in entering his inheritanoe, ob-
tained an inheritance for the people af God, the Filgrim
Church. Gbrist Fulfily the language of the psalm hecause he
ig the Tepresentative of Luanity. How there s hope be-
csuse Vthe Tight man (is) on sur side, the gan of God's v
hooning”.2®  He alone mas expertenced the sovereignby dee
cxeed for nen, Lut the wey to the joy of hesven, the gover-
eiguty over s11 things was not to be sasy. Tt vas o be &
nerrow and 8 dLPficult path®’ but vheress lsta Judalsm con-
sidered this narrow, AZficult path % be the earvhly 1ife
lived in & world of sin, this path way for Jesus vent bayond
ordinary 1ife %o suffering and death, Tor tais resscnthe
cne who bad by irherdtance a move excellent name then the
angels, snd was in every vespech so much betber than they,
ad b0 be made Zor a short while lower than tHe angels eo
that he might suffer death, end taste 1t fcr ug all.

This briogs us back o the thems of our esssy: Christ
as "netr of ell things'. We sew in our study of ihe can-
©ceph of inheritance that the oonceph s by NO means: woodeny
but thet by (ispossessirng ancther of his property by fozes
ne 1s seid actually to isherit from him. By fasting of
death Jesus entitled hingelf 4o the inkeritance which bad

20, Hartin Mither, "Ein Peste Burg'.

2y, Scmewhat like the narrow dangerous path of the righteous
with the hesvenly ity beyond., Gf. Chapter €B on the teach—
ings of tho Pmewleplgrepha on “nheritance,
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been stermelly promised to him, In vss. 10 - I8 the eutior
tells how khe; iz irheriting his powssssions, led his hrnthers
‘o glorious fresdom from Satan's thrall, who in his tum was
and suffered ion beoause Christ by test-
Ant death for s11 men entersd ihto his irheritsnce,

4.  Perfect 1 Supte g

In Hebr, 2 : 10 the Wleader'®2 of the Peaple of God is
made. perfect through sufferings, God uees suffering.es a
neana of branging this “leader”, His Som 0 pertection,
Ayayovig is en irgressive aorist, which means that at the
Preoise moment 4hat God began te bring the Scne o glory, he
Derfectad the Son through sufferings. The time at which tlis
ook place can only be at Jesus' death when the way wes open-
&2 by the new Joshua, Jesus Ckrist wao led the vay cver the
Jordan of guffering snd desth.

The author of Hebrews seems to be infIuenced in his oot
Gept of @ "lemder" by the book of Joswa. In Josh, 5 ¢ 142
we are confronted by an angel or heavenly man who called him-
aelf "captain of the army of the Lord", reminding Joshus that
the btattle is Yahweh's and thet the Israelites will see the
armies of hemven fighting for them in o remarkabls way 1o
‘bring them into their promised imheritance, Joshua was only
the esrihly symbol of that heevenly lsader. In the same
vay @ hesvenly “leadsx" was needed to bring the Rightecus Ones
‘of the new covenant into thelr promised rest. He specially
denonstrated God!h powar in his suffering end deatn,”  gut-
fering and death bring the heir tc his inheritance and “he
same type nf self demlal brings the same privilege %o the re-
deened ones,

The interpretation of the phvase "perfect through suf-
Perings" presents us with a probvlem because it appears to be

22, £, Gh. 3 B of shis paper for & special study of GPXMYOS
“leader™.

23: Spieq IL, pa39.
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Ani direot verdance with ather ¥D, passages which ewali ihe
perfectiony of oirist. 2 This s winscessary if we fnter-
brab the pevFeoted Son of Hebi, 2 : 10 and § 1, 82 in the
Lignt of Gal. 4 ¢ 3 -7 {(NEB):

WIhis is what T méani 8o 1éng as the hétr is & minor,
e 48 0o better off {bhu & slave, sven thovgh the vhole es-
tate is his; he is under guardians ang txustees until the
Qite fixed by his father, And 6 it was with us. . Duving
our minerity we wexe slaves to tie clementel spirits of the
‘wiverse, but when the term was completed, God sent his own
Hon, bom of & womn, bam under the law, tc purchass freadom
for the subjects of the law, in order that we might attain
the status of sons.

o prove t b you are sons, God has senb into our hearbs
the Spivit of his Son, crying 'Abbal  Patherl' You ave .
‘therefore o lomger o slave but & son, asd if 2 son, thon i
50 by Ghd's owm act an helr'.

Taul is ebowing in this passage that .._Xe the Law had
value for the old dispensation, it was no langer necded in the
uew. ¥hen cne enters tho new dispensation by conversion tme
enters the life of the Spirdd, Galatisns is 4 comsentery oo
‘the spiritual life which is Infinitely superior %o the 014
legalistic life without the Spirit. In the same way ag the
Bushor of Hehrews writes that Christ died to et men free
fron the power and the fear of death’> so 10 ¢ istisns Ohris
died t seb mn Froe Trom the curse of the law.2®  Wet that
Pavl considered the law 3o oontain witwith of nob b0 qualify

24, IICox. 5 :21; Jn. 8t 46

95, Of. Paul, I Cor. 1§ it was Christls samuweetion which
sota men free from fear of death, Those are nub contradice,
ory besause the primitive church regarded the crucifixiun
end resurrection as belonging together in ome dlvine set of
yedemption,

26, ¢al, 33 13.




ag revelation of God's will, He poses. the question: "Faes
the law; then, oontradict the promiess? No mevex!"?T In-
feed his whole teeching was that the life in the spirit in.
claden and infinitely exceeds in rightecusness the life under
tie Jaw,

He glves w0 {llustrations from Hellenisiic lew and otse
4am of wist he ceant by saying the lav ms e femporery
nesgure.

1. "Bal, 3 :15 -1 The purpose of ihis portian is 4
point owt that s men’s Will and testament™ ance nde ig Lm
xevocable with no codicils or additinmal contredistory oF st~
valigstory notes being legally acceptable, How mich more
sure ie the promise and testsment whick God meds to Abrebes
It is important to uote that the covensnt of the 02, was al-
ways a ome sided, God—centred grant; rather than a mubual
agreement between God and mar. Tile corpesponds with the
covenant 1dez of 7773 in vhick & moe favoured person
would meke & covenant with cac who is less favoured,’® Thus
e oovensmt is established and sure; not beoause of human
ueri6, but becauss of divine action and divine gmce. It 18
dependent on God and on God alome: For this reasen the cen-
tral theme of Galations is grace, Codls wmerited favour i
bestowsd on mmen beings, not hecause of their worth bub be-
cause of his desire to chow merey,. Psul ds referriug §o

the promise pronounced to Abraham and his Stssve" (or Vseed").

g

27. Gal. 3¢ 21, i
4. The reference was to & mutuel srvengement, & settlement’
dreom up end, legally dn force. Ister 4t came %o mesn "lagh
will end testament", H.N. Ridderbos, St. Paui's Epistle to
the Churches of Galat: Grand Rapide, 1955, pp.130f.

29. 0f, B. de W. Burton, op. “ite, pp.17822

30, Josh. § : 6, 15; I Sam 11 : EBeek. 17 : 13.  Of..
a1z the Hittite Covemants, sn analyels of which is given in
Mendenball, axrt. Govenant, (IDB I), pp.7i4~723.
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This prontse ves iade o more ¥han oue cemasiam.’t  Paul
takes pains 4o pofnt out that the word used was “seed {sing.
end not plurel}. This means that all of Abreban!y. offtpring
wete ngt included in the promise, bub one object of the,pro-
mise was intended. The pevscn for whom $he fromise Wd in~
‘ented s Ohrist.’® It vap intended for him ey fbe ances—
tor of the spiritval Israsl rether than for Iseac as the au~
costor of Temel Yaccording to the flesh. Mo further hia
argument he procesds to say (ve. 17): '"What I am caying is
tole: o testament, or covemant, bad alruady been validsted
by God; 1t ommot be invalidated, and ite promises vendeved
ineffective, by & law made four hundred aud thirky years
later'. Peulls argument is that Godl's promiue to Abrebaw
was the permenent coverent., And the legal covenant with
Heses wag & tewporary atop-gsp becsuse of the spiritual im-
maturity of the people of Gods

2, Paul proceeds bo illustrate she tempoxery nabuve of he
lsw from & household custom in Greek sooiety, He tikens vhe

SL. Gen, 12 : 7 "Unto thy seed will I give this land'.
15 : 15 "For the land which $hou seest, to thes will I give
15, and to thy seed for evers 17 : 7 'ind I-wfll esta~
blish my covenant between me and thoo snd thy seed siter thee
in their y %0 be a God
unty ﬂ)mu, and to thy seeﬂ mar thee', (Also 22 1184
24z 7.
32.  Burton, op. cit., pp.dBlf, Linds it inconcuivehle tha
Psul dould pave mesnt only Christ, He tekes Chrish to meen

he Tepresentetive of the spiritwsl race; levael, the house-
hola of faith used in a collective sense. It ig true that
geed!! 18 normally used in the singular in a collective sense
in the OF. but the author of Genesls might well bave intended
the singuler to diffevenviate between Isesc and Ishmel.
Wnat Paul would then be saying is:. not Isasc the anvegtor
of the physical Israel ts the object of the pramige bub
Christ the ancestor of che spiritual Israel. for xuuavm—
tions from Hellenistlo and Jewish sources cf. A, Oepks, Der
Brist dos Pwulus s e Galater, Becliv, 1957, PpeTEE.
Also mnarbssk III, pp.S4SEE and B, CJuier P, Cdtiy

aan Ohy & A Of thic épiuliy in Which Gals

3 f 15 - 29 a8 dmlb with in greauer detall.
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ihe Jaw to 8 Mutor in charge" (6r. mal Saywyoo under whose
close guardisnship the people of God were before the advent
and death of Lirist.,  {If was given by God through the me=
Qntion of engels to weke sin a legal offence (vs. 19)).

The interpretaticnof the word mal SRYWYOGhus caused diu-
sent soimgst scholars. These ere two Inb.rpritoficns

{a} he interpretation of the law as & "{utor ettendant

upon minor boye".3”  fhe law wes & “achool mestex’,  “In
training a child, the object is to prepare him, by the ine
structions of childhood, for metuver yesrs, The comparism
applies in both respects o the law, Tor ity authority mas
Lindted to & particular age, and ite whols object wis 4o pre’
pare ite scholars in such o manmer, that vien ite elementsry
ngbruotions were closed, they atght malny progress worthy ofi
manhood®. ™  gehlabter zollows this ling of thinking: "Demy
Gesetz sind wir witerstellt, bis Obristus komst, danit wis
2is Gereohtigkeit dadurch suerkannt werde, dass wir glauben
irs.  Das Gesetn 46t der lsub redende Zeuge wiserer Snd~
bafbigkeit",>?  Burton dosmn't deal with the question ut
6oss Fawl as sluply differentiating between the bime before
Christ (the time of the law) and the perisd following the
30t of Christ (the tams of :race) without seeing any parti~
cular siguificsnce in “he use of the word except vhat Lt bas
nothing to do with moral cdveation,’

{b) he eaond intevpretation is that adopted by the mjori-
47 of moders interpreters.’’ According to this the fera
nerns a "sleve attendaut, custodian, guidet, The Literal
meaning id'child-lesdar". He was 6 men (uswally s dlave) vho

33, Ridderhos, p.145, mentions this point of viaw apitioslly .
*The Tixtor desigrmted in the passsge was nob & heacher butia
governor of boys during the pariod of their immaturity".

34, Cf. J. Calvin Galatisns and

Crend Repids, 1945, pp.107f.

35, 7um neuen 1923,
Pp.692.  Algo A. Wikgren arh, Gusbodian, (IIB I); po.T5ME.
36. Op. oit., p.182.

37. @f. Schiter, op. oit., pp.125ff; Ogpke, op. cibe,
PP.BELL who clies numerous exaiyples £0 prove his point.
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. %ag employed o perforn only ome duty eud that was tg come:
Guct the Boy or the youth to and Zrom sckool and bo direot
2nd be responmible for his conduct in generdl. | He vas not
& Yeacher,® 'k definite. aifference ws made 1n Hellenistic
wpltings between & marfaywyaq and a bl SzoxgAog {temcher).
When he young man cawe of age, usvally about aixfesn years,
‘the offices of the N4l SaYWYHG were no langer mesded snd
were dispenned with, . They wewe nommlly cedrse mEn WG
were appointed to do this job because they could do nothing
else,. They were bard end inclined to cruslty so that the
e Tab SaYWYOS came to have & bed meening in laver yeally
Byl cvaTuates the law therefovs as & Vslave sttendsmit, .
Thus in the previous verse he describd  the pre-Ohristisn
Jews =9 being "close prisaners in the oustody of the law's
He sees the law not as a fteacher but as & means.nf Teprimud
snd punishment, The "slave attendamt! or “oustedisn' {a in
harge of mnkind wnbil its members ave jushified by faith.
jow that faith bes come, Hhe vubor's charge is at an end't
Those v 2 have exervised this faith ave sons of God "Wy faith
in Christ Jesus" (ve. 26). At baptiam they bestify to.the
faot thet they have put on Ghrist and bave besn united in
him.  Por this reason sll those who are soms of God are
heirs in hin of the prosise which the Mather made to Abrebin
‘becanse in Christ they axe Abrabam's Viesue® (or Weeed®).
Thus Christiens fell under the Pirst or the staral covenait
While those iving under the law belong to the ssoondéxy or
temporary ane.

Rididerbos, op. tit:, e foklows Depke, pil46 snd Bayer; .o
5., pi60Bs b
38, Dempite the meaning of the Miglish devivative, "padaso-»
fue® of. Fuak end Vagraills Diotionery dee, Git., “An in~
strtctor of young people’s

39, For the litereture in Hellenistic v fifigs of. Oeple,
5. Gt cap. DpBTE: Beusmy op. wivis $4608 and nmp:m.s,
op. citey D

40. Gal, 1 25.
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Paul continues wiih his pecond illustration im Chapter
4 ves, 1 - 7. He points cut that the son of the house be-
fore he comea of age is no better than a slave. TBven thowgh
he ias an heir, as 21l sons are heirs, aven though he knows
‘that the whole estate will wltimetely be his, he ix not free
to do 85 he plesses. He is placed inder gmrdians*’ and
under house sta'mrd—su who have suthority over him until the
appointed dey shell arrive,®?

Paul likens Christiens to this hypothetical heir (vas.
3~ 7). fhey wers minors, in bondzge, with all the Sele<
mental spirits of the wniverse" (NEE, Gresk gTOLXetLa) 4
Teing their superiors. Bub these angelic heings bhrovgh
whom the Jaw vas mediated were given temporary authority over
God's peaple. God's vime coms.  Their term was completed

41, & fairly elevated position in the household o2, II Macc.
IL:1; 13: 2end 14 : 2. Iysios wes the king's “gudvdiant
and appears to have exercised some euthiorrty.

42, The mz;ager of » man's preperty of, Tho unjush. steward
of Tk, 16 : 3

43, The two abavementi:nnd servants were besides the "gue~
+todlan'! 1.e. all the servants of the houss were his superiars.

44, Baver, op. cit., p.776 veports on the controversy which
surroinde vhe interpretation of the word GTOLYELA.

8leo does Burten, op. oit., pp.5I0-518. It ia intorpreted
aa follows; 1. Duvton ard Goodspeed - elementary forms: of
religion, Jewieh bn: Gth‘Ls, Which have been ruperseded by

the new revelation in Christ, 2. Dibeling, W. Bauer ~ the
eference ig to the lonantal spirits which the ma!'eﬁ.stic
of later h the

physloal elements, Thus in the Hexmﬂﬂ.c mmaxatum i:n

Hopn  HoOpOv  in Stobeeus ed. G Wachsmuth and 0O Heuse,
Vol. Ty p.409 the otorxeia 3 me, 2ir, water, carth
complain to the god who is over all. Taken in the context
of Gal. 3 : 25 4% is clear that the Teference is to the law
snd therefore to soauperséded religion, Paul vertainly down.
graded the value of the law by comparimen with ile iaflated
position 4n Pharisaic Judaism bub it 48 expeedingly doubtful
vhether.he would assceiate 1t with the slemontal spizlts of
Greek mythology. Ofhexwise he wowld be flstly comtradicting
Bom. 7 : 7 "exvept through law I should never have bégn ao~
quainted with sin .... Therefore the law is in itself hely,
and the commandment 1s holy and just and good', In Gre
mythology the OTOLYXELQ were the gods associated with tha
slements. The Jews called such spiritval foroes Vangels'.
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204 God sent his Sea bowm mder law o Fedeen those Wi were
subject %o 1t 50 hring them to their intended shatus of Son
sh1p.*3  Ohristions beve Teceived the Bpliit shich gives them
the aséurance of their adeption end are therefore not slaves
but soms.  Because hey ave sona they axe heixs:

= 7 with Hebrews Z : 10

Campsrison of Galatians 4 ;
apd 5 ¢ 3 - 10,

iitat we have considered above throws bomsiderable light
o 0 the adaning of od meking "ihe leader who delivers them
pexfect through sufferinge’. In the contact Vperfect! cem-
tainly doemn's imply moral perfection in the Hellenistic
*6  Bruoe raises the question in his commmbery:
YI£ the Son of Ged 15 the sffulgence of His Fatherfs glury
and the very impress of His being, how cen he be thought of
as falling shovt of perfaotim®?!  If thie were so 1t would
centradtct what our writer has said in 4 ¢ 15 where Jesus is
Qssoribed as being ome who Vbecsuse of nis likeness o us,
has been tempted every way, only without sin’; or where he
compares the sinless Ubrist who did not need to sacrifice for
his own sine with the esrthly, imperfect, sinful high priest

senge.

Tt wes angels who mediated the Iaw o Moses. Therefore &
atrong possibility existe that the GTOLX&ia here referved
+0 are the angelic beings of Gal. 3 : 19% who mediated the
daw,

45" Nots tio simﬂaril:y of theme betwsen Gal. 4 : 4 and Hebrs
2: 1428, tians Ohrist is bomn under the law 4o set
niy people ftee from it ourse i.e. death; while ir Hebrews
kg Bhares ‘the weakness of fiesh and bloed so. thet he might
‘bedoms A falthful High Priest. fhexeby setting by pen‘gle

free from the fesr of death and bondsgé to Suten,

46, Arigtotle in Metsphysics ¥, 16 defines & thing oa per-
Zect when 1t “lacke nothing in respect of goodness or excel-
lence* mndlcopnot he surpassed in its kind?, hereZore
perfection is an Lidesl condition mever nctually reslised in
‘this imperfeot world.

AT. Op. eibey po43.
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of the 0ld covenant who hed to ssexifice for ks own sine
firet and then for the sius of e pecple,’®

Michel presents an interpretation of the word group
tEAELOG in his 49 mug wiich
1s not wholly satisfactory is s follows: Ohrist es the
Pathrinder {RXPOSEONOG in 6 : 20) and Author of salvatdon
(aLte0g owtnpLag in 5 : 9) foklows the way of “acoamplish—
ment or perfection” {Vollendung) or oultic "eansecratia®
(Wetne). Ae San of Han end Migh Priest he waa “perfectes"
or by ma and exaltation, a8 & resuls
of which he van "poxfect” end "consecrate? others, The per-
fected perfects others snd the oomsecrated congscrates others.
In this sense Michel says that apPXNY©G has a strong Rel-
leniptioc flavouring, He believes it to be meant in a priest-
1y sacrel sense, He regrd the consideration of all other
comparetive materiel a8 heing unfruitful, Whether YVWOLG,
the TXX or Jewish Hellumistie Iiterature,

Ho proposes eix reasans fox this view point:

1. In his death Christ experienced the final and perfect
to the { to Tfe 131 22 8-

‘though 4% 1s difficult to see how this can be the meaning of

tehevovpal in the Imosn context). Through him bellevers

are made perfect and are consecvated 80 that they right be

united (m, 17 s 23). This perfect ovisscxation ia a work

of God.

2, The "being mede perfect” 18 &% «ne and the same time &

48. Her. 9 : 28 doss not imply sinfulness in Christ, In

his Pirst coming Ohrist was the "sin bearer' 9 : 284 of. ¥n, -
1137 or I Corw 5 t 21 AV "He hath mede him to be sin for

ua who Jmav o sz, that we might be mde the rightepumess

of God in in bits seoond contag be SL1L Teturn as the

Son of God Fin power, of. 9 : 28b NEB: he "Il appear &

second time, sin done sway, to bring salvatien to thosa vho

are watoking for bim's GE. Splcdy ops odte, Vol. I, pe262,

49, Op. olt., pp.76f- B




floonsecration of kimself® (£, Joi IT : 19; Hebr. 2t 1),
and & prayer that Ood will oonsecrate the dlsciples {Mn. 17 % -
16) sb At even they will be senctifisd (Jn. 17 & 19).

Fhms there is & vemrimble comection between, TEAE£LOUY. &nd
dyrabe v {cf. Hebr, 2 : 10f and 10 : 24 where both terms
are used within the ssme conbext).

3. ‘Tnie-?inal consecration Ls at the same time s glovifi-~
cation. (n. 2 5 23, 28; 13 : 3L 17 : 5), God glomi~
fles both the Son and the sons (J2. 17 : 10; Hews. 2 : 10}
This is the reason for the appeerance of the word So0fa im
Febr. 2 : 7, 9, 10.

4. Thus there is & simtlarity between the Yocemell apecohea
of John's gospel and Hebrews with Teghrd to the ussge of < |
weAerovodal,  AyigLecbor  and S0EcEcHar.’  Mivhel
balieves Wmt in both instances the Oriental-Hellenistic dbce
trine of the redeemer is aferved, 0.1y the cne who conse-
orates himself, consecrates, Only the perfacted perfecte
and only the glovified provides the possibility of glory,

The Hellenistio-sacysl history of the word TEAZLOUY is
‘therefore Yery old, snd pre-Christian in origin,

5. Ta the OT. the priests wore consecrsbed by £illing their
‘tands with ssorificial giTts {8xod, 290f; Tev, 4 : 5¢ 83
33; 16 : 35). Ocomsicnally the word for "£illing is tzane-
Imted TEAELOUY Ta¢ XELPAC by ihe IZX. Hichel qon-
siders this as proof thet in Gellenism Tehsiouy gradumlly
got the meening of ta consecrate” & priest, or "o orde.n
nim, -Y¥et it is AoubtEul vhether the term in Hebrews can be,
taken in this cultic sense,

6, o attempt o give TEAELOUV a Palestiniau-Avemsslc
tackgreund hae yeb sucoesded.

We Bro indebted 4 Hichel for demoastraling the vemsri-
eble ocmestion betwess TeAELOUV aml dyla¥ElY - f.e
Detwean # and ! or B "
His attempt st proving the antiquiiiy of the pondept it wdeoes-
smry mines it Le sc strongly parslleled in both Joun's Gosped.
and Hetwews,
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Monbatiore™ on the obher hend inberprets "parfdcy

- “Shroughi Sufferings" in termy of "the full develophent 42
Fesua’ human dhaTacted in Tesponsé to his. intense mEferingd;
apd he concludes that Jesus! respohise to suffering Voompleted
his work-of salvation'.

Tthe oxly way to resslve this problem ie %o atudy. the oo
cept in the Biblicsl and Tate Jewish writings. The Heprew
Word for perfectlon or TEASt0¢ &8 BN, | In 446 g

proxinatelyd0 appearances in the OF., about cme hal? refer to
he’ zequivenent that animals be "wiblemished" vhen hroughh to
sacrifice..

¥hén used of men the words "upright or "blameless' are.
& better translation then Mperfeot™. Only when used of God
may "perfect! be used in its strictést sensés
meant Ywhole, eubive, sousd®,’

51 mne word

12 Quiren the term is used 32 times,” wostly fn the
Manual of Disclpline (16X) end in the Zadekite Document (7X).
In the Mamual of Diseipline it is used chiefly to desoribe
the perfestion of the men who belang to the Sect. : They are
deserined a& those wao "walk blamelessly” {1 s 85 2 3 2) o
are "blamsless” (3 : 3) the three priests were those who were:
parlect! (Gaster p.64 Mschouled to perfection) in all thet
tas boen revealied in the entive law. They were to practise
truth, rightequsness, justice, charlty, hmilisys ete. (8 3
17} thus making them a of (Mintsgrd ty"
Gaster) in 8 : 5. There appears to have besn & spacial de-
gree 0 vhich men were admitted, csllod-the ordew of NAbF.mEh
of perfect holiness’ (& : 20f; 2 ¢ 8). [The wurd sen alen

50. Op. oft., p.6l cf. alee 3. Héring, op. olt.y pp.33 and
53.
B.Y. Compbell, art, Perfectiod. (IDB III), p.730.
Lbid,
Cf, Kuhn, Eonkordsnz, pe234e
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mesn "o complete" of, 6 : 17 where 1t 18 used of & novica
completing a yesr. In the Zadokite Document it alec speals
of men “welking blamelessly'' (1 : 21; 2 : 15)., Thotis were
the anes to whon the aovenant appifed (7 : 5), The inper
members of the Sect were also oalled the "men of perfect holi-
ness". of whom & complete ke ping of the Taw was required

(20 + 2, 5, T)a .

Yet when Ohriet was oalled the leeder vho bad been mede
perfect through sufferings this wes not meant in a juristlo
or a cultic seuse of conmeorated perfection (Cf. 1 Q8 IIX,
21f), nor in the Hellenistic, priestly, sacral sense sugges-
ted by Michel {though thin concept 1s not entively mbeent),
Bather Goes TeA€L0G Bown something that is "fullgromn on
mature, having reached the appointed end of its developmantiit
and shiould be tod %o our o8 e
‘tern heiz" end "custodian" in Paul's eplstle to the Galatfans,
Thus we are trought baok again to Hebr, 11 2, which is the
title of thim paper - Chrigt as Helr of AIl Things (Hebx. 1 3
2), How then @13 Christ entor this imheritance?

48 part of his sharing in the life of h.mnity so that
ke might be a faithful High Priest, Ghrist was born as & man,
born Uof & women" with humen £railties, bom under the law®
80 thet he shared 1a Bl the imwaturity and bondage af the
14 depensation, In ki certhly life he knew hardshlp as
he 1dentified himeelf with the Lot of menkind in every wey,
In Gothsemane, in the boating and mocking and finally in ihe
suffering of the cuoifivien he kuew the presence of the
mav8aywyos  Yet it wen under the oustodienahip" of suf-
Zering and death that he was brought to “matwrity’. Hebr,
5 ¢ 7~ 10 cuphasises this very stronglys

54. Campbell, op. it p.750; thin is wore ia Iine with
the inlerpretation of Uontefiore, ope cltss Pe6

55, Gal. 43 5.
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AZter vefsrring to the Yardship and agony of his earthe
1y life in Hebr. 5 © 8%, the resultent perfection (mturity)
o Chrdst is sharyly emihisised. = Ohrist, “Stn though he wes
vevn. learmed obedience in the school of euffering!, The
ourse ond the disoipiine of the Jew.were his. This taffor~
ing under the Taw wae that which bronght him to the Pull
mAturity of being the Sen of God and the Heix of A11 Things,
Am in Gelatiens 4 : If.  The heir's estate’ was plaved
"mder guardisns and trustess until the date fixed by his
father!, even though legally the whole estate belorged 1o,
Iim, In the case of Ohrist "the dnte fixed by kig father!
wag the last day of his suffering desth oud the jangs of
desth which would be the aay of his exaltation,” - his yes
the day when Jesus the “lender" vac mnde msbure Hhrough suf-
ferings. It was also the day when he entered into his in~
Beritance snd it wae the day vhen he; onoe he was brought 40
the ful) maturity of the Son of God, "bscame the source of
sternal selvation for all ke obey him, ramed by God high

priest in the succession nf Melchimedek'.

B. By Sharing Fleeh and Blood with Jnnidind:

The Son had to shave flesh and blood with his brothers.
The incaramtion wis & means by vhich he took possession of
his inheritence.

In Beby. 2 : 11 we read: "For & conseon.ting priest
58

sud those whom he consecretes sre all of cne siock!l.
The lmet phrase "all of ome stook” requires explsmation. It
meane that Christ and the Chiristians, the Som and the sons
ars all slike members of the same fazily, sharing the same

56, Of, Tuke 13 : 32,
57. Hebr. 5 ¢ 9f.

58, gt and * " ‘are toth at
&yLoZw wiich can slso mean "to moke holy, o dedicate,
t0 veversnoe and to purify". Cf. Bouer, PP.Sf.
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flesh snd bloods  As fer as. thelr muanity is concerned this
vaity ptems not ‘from God but from Adam.  Althdugh bomm of the
fiesh Girigh 4 A6 Yhe paue time "holy", and bocomes the sanc~ -
tifier of those who ave consecrmbed. Dy his offering thie
songzesation s perfected.”” Through the incamatsin he was
aple to share i and sympathise with those ehéuring suffering
:and with thoss subject to temptation.50 | Spica suggests +hat
€t  Evog mavies. should be waderstood almg with
Yuputi - $£00  (ve. 9).5% In thie Light Ciriet; who whe
pernitted by Sod's grace to taste of demth for all men, baa.,
by thin same graocdous gift been made bo participate su fully
in howenity and in humen 1ife that he actuslly shnxes ke
same numn anosgtor with them.

He uites three soriptures to prove his point {ves. 12£f}.
() Tne Firet is From a psalu waieh the Firet cenbury Ohris-
tiung recognised to be umessindlo. Tt 18 the wame pealm which
otntains Christ's cry of despair "y God, ny God, vhy hast
thou forseken me."~  Prom the very earliest bimes in'the.
primitive church the lament, the first Rart of the pealm, was
vded a8 6 testinoniun of the arucifixim of Ohrist, Tt es
worked lnto the fabric of the paseion merratives, especially
those of Ketthew and Jomn.%®  Thus 1t ves perfestly wstural

59. 0. Prooksch, art. &yialw TWED I; ril3.

60, Phus 2 3 11 refers to Christ's humanity and not 16 hig .
sharing o divine origin with the other sons, His humilistion
included his complete idantification with mkind so that s

& zen ke is able to call other men brothers. This 4s suid
againet Bruce, op. cil., D.d4y n.64 end Hontefiore, ops citsy
62. 0F. Spleq II, op- olt., pre40f and Michel, op oitsy
p-80:

61, Op. oit., Vol. II, pedi.

62, ¥s, 22 1 L v 034 in Hebr, 2 1 12'is fron o, 22 § 220
Ur. M, 15+ 345 Mebh. 27 ¢ 46,

63. Cf. 0.H. Dodd, Acccrding Lo the Scriptures, Iondon,
1953, pp.g7%: ke pealm as a whole was clearly regarded
as & source of testimonies to the possion of Christ and His
Witinate triumpl, and probbly from oo sexly date, since it
is woven into the texture of the Pasaion-norvative, aud used
in vritings almost' certainly independent of onw anobher®,
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Zor oar author €0 whidse 1t 0 &upport his evolesioloy,
4hat the sanobified men of the shiweh are Chrdet's brothers,
In winning Mes to the brotherhood of Ghris$, L.e. %o the
Ghuroh, be bin recelved tem aa part of ile fnheritance,

Thos Jesus, the Son of ¥an "bas paosed through death to glovy
and universsl moversignty ae representative head of 4 Te-
Geswed maniing",

(b) " On the surface the next quotation®” U will keep my
zust £ixsd an hin" eppears irvelevant, Yol when we Tead

it in ita OT, combext we find tha% it sarries its relevance
by 1plication.%  Tesish finde that hss prophecies are not
acoeptable either to the people or o Yne king, So he Acels
these propheoies an” gives them to his disciples bo Look aftex
a0 that when they are fuilfilled pevple will see that they are
from God, In the meanwhile ke says: "I will welt fox
Yahweh, that hideth bis face fnom the kouse of Jacoh, and T
wial look for him''s In the same way God's face is hidden
#from the Tighteous sufferer in Ps. 22, identified by Chris-
+isn fnterpreters as Josus. The point .o that if Isaishis
word (of, Hsbr. 1 : 1) wag rejected by the Jews of his fay so
vas the Son mho spoke God's fimal word to m’! and if Teefeh
vas eble to trust in tod Por vindication how much more Wag
Chriat.

{n) The next quotation is from the followlng verse in Tsaieh.
1t 18 a Tofarsce Yo Iwaiah's family, every meuber of Wham
hud & mybolio name, Jis owa meme mesnt "Yehwsh 15 salva~
‘tion" api the mames of his two sms:  Sasavjesiub "Remant

0f, M. 15 © 24, whero the parbing of Jeous) garments amang
she soldiers seens So have besn Tecognised. From the beglnning
88 & fulfilment of Pe. 22 & 18,

§4, Ipid., p.20.

65, Tsa. 8 : 17(b) (m, ‘The Ausrioan Revised Vureion Teads:
T wili look for

§6, Of, Dodd, op. auq p.126: “These sectims were unfss-
stood as Wholes, sud partioular Vorses or santences were
quoted fron then rather as pn:mem to e vhole context than
Y

fundenental gassages 3t s e mmo oamtert et 1h m v:lzw,
and 45 the tasis of tho arguuent’
67, Cf. the parable of the wiued husbanimen Mc. 12 ¢ 112,
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will return’ ang Mahetshalalhachtes "Hasten booky, apsed:
. epoil¥ illustrated his messape® and his helief that what
God had epoken would surely comé to pass.

The were ot God had
Jesus in his exaltetion.  But thic was something which had
been revealed only to believera. Thus God relied on peopls
to witness to thie truth to All men &s Isaish Zepended on his
sons by their very names to bear witness to the Yruth of his
prophecy.®?

Fote thet our author usses various illustratinne to prove
the point at hand. He is A0t 00 concerned thwt these il-
lustrmtions showld be in all polubs consistent with cne
another, Thus Ohristians can be called "brothers" (ve. 12)
or "ehildven (ve. 13} depending cn the peint b be pub
soross, Here it is the family relationsh.p swith humnity,
whether the physioal relaticnship of sons of Adem or ¥ho
Bpiritual rilationsaip of sons of Abrehsm.  In these three
quotations we can aleo see proof of Chrieh Tegarding these
a8 being part of hie inkeritsnce. especially the wdrd “ilere
am I, and the children whom Goa has given ae".  As we have
seen ahove. This is a dominant aspeot of the Johamnine
‘teaching of election — that God gives people who helieve ia
him and follow him to Chris.. Thus the expression of con-
fidence that God would vindicste Chriet's obedfence and trust
nas mogt evident when in the thres of desth Ohrist looked to
the bivth of a chureh conaisting of those wha God would give
to him, Thus Christ as "first-born" enteved Into his in-

68, Bruse, p.d8; Isa. T: 35 8: 3

69, On the quitatins of. Bruce, op. cit., pp.45-48; Dodd,
op. clt., pp.20-73f end §7f; Sniog II, ops Oits, PP-4l¥;
Mentefiore, op. oit., pp.63%; Mickel, <p. oit., pp.Bl-8d;
Tonse, op. oit., p.164, 0.5 writes tiat ab this siage the
Shristology of Phil. 2 ; 5-11 {esp. ves. 7€) ds most obviouy
and it is Tmit & aitaten wad
nither ansgethri!.
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heritance of "many brathren” by being mde of ohe stook with
‘them, shaying flesh and blaca with them and deslaring them to
be his brethren,

G, By Death upen the Oross:

In Okrist!s death we bave the £insl act of possession
of hie Inherdtance, In Yerms of the Hebmew vord W'
whose meaning the alon of the by
‘the Sonj Jesus, by dying, not only possessed but alsc dis-
yossessed those in wrongful possession, just as Joshua hed
done in possessing ihe land of Canssn 50 many years befare.
The suthor of Hebrews regaxded the death of Christ as the
f£inal end suprems sacrifice. Offarings snd. ritwals theve
had been 4n the peet, but their effestuslity waa mereiy par—
tial and symbolis, By means of this death e entire Sata~
nic reslm was placed under the death penalty and sluce then
o been amiting exeoutim,’®  Puritan Jom Owen, thus n-
titled his najor work on the atonement: 'Death of Death 1n
4ho Death of Ohriet",T> in which he wes simply reatating Hobrs
2t 14 "mo 4hat trrough death he might break the power of him
who had death at his oomend, that 1s, the devil'; (NEB).

The sawe view of the oross i to be found in $%, Paul's
letters, InIGor, 2+ 6 ~ 8 he refers fo the supernaiural powers
which &0 not understend that the oress waas in eotual fact the
wisdow and power of God. Hed they understood this they would
not have orucified Christ, thus effenting their oma over 4

70, The interpretation of Soott, op. oltes pp.13les 18
too aolourless, The Christ dopiobed in Hebruws is a virile
men amongst men,  Sooth interprets the death of Ohrimt in
the 1ight of religlo historical sserificlial practice whieh
prepared the worehipper't0 have dealinga with God, - It 48
3his indesd, Dub it is & Xob more.

7. John Owen, “Death of Death in the Death of Chriet!,
Tandon, 1649, repr. 1963,

72. The question of the intexpretation of the GPXOVEWY
{0V QuWVOG  of vae, 6 and 8 is hotly debated by the
scholare, Many qommentators agree with 1lyer,

I Oorinthiens, (The New Bible Commentary Revised), Iondom,

i




In Uol. 2 : 15 he 19 éven more explicit, represanting Christ
on: the cross as discarding "the cosmic powers and authorities
1ike & garment", making 'a public epectacla of them' and
leading "them as captives i hia vriumptal processiont.

Paul @id not Limdt the victory of Ohriat to the croms,
bub also that by bis Christ hed set
men free from the bondage of the fear of death. “Death ia
swallowed up; victory is wonl O Demth, where is your vie-
tory? O Death, where is your sting?..... God bs preised,
6 gives us the victory through our Lord Jesas Christ",”>

Similarly John teaches the effect of the oross off the
iivgdon of Satan, As Jomus' hour approsched so God!s voics
was heard to say te him  Pliow is the howr of judguent fob
thie world; now shall vhe Brince of this world (Sstan) be

1970, p.1055 who writes: 'Behind the evil desighs of the
eerthly authorities (e.g, Pilate phag) were the super—
patural powers of darimess’. e . Boussst in Xyrion
Ohristos, op. cif., pp.75£f, suggests that Faul is Teferring
%0 the angelic beings, yulers in Vhe sir; the reglon between
earth and heeven who stood behind mations and yulers, in-.
fluencing them. They were the ultimste cause of histordcal
svents., The death of Christ showed thal these powers did
not wnderstand God!s aystery, power end plan of slvetiang
0f. Ignatius Dpistle tu Bphesians 19t "For the ruler of
this age the virginity of Ibry as well &s the death of the
Lord were hidden''. Justin Hortyr wrote: MHow the demons
4ried hard to undersiend, but could only fabricte ridiculous
‘heathen mythe"., #hat Yauwl was saying then was: 11 the
demons Ead kmown vho Jesus veally vas end underwiood hin gur-
pose, bhey wauld not have oruoified him, becsuse by the erugi-
fixion they spelled their own doom, This view is proposed
by Harnack, Mbelius, Schlier, Reitzenstein, Idstzmam,
Kimmel, Knox, Bauer, Bultmsun, Oraig, Delling, Wendiand. On
‘the other hand A, Robertson and A. Plusmer, op. citu, pp.39f
maintain that théy 'aye neifher demons nor -angels, bub.the .
rulers who took part in crucifying Chriet'. If we camjare
this paseage with Col. 2 : 15 it would appear that the tirst
of these tw> interpretations s more likely %o be the bor-
reet one.

73. I Gor. 35 : 552f.
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driven cut'; - and, “the Prince of this world approaches. He
bas no rights over me¥, indicates the part played by the de—
vi% in the death of Christ.’®

In the synoptio gospels the same teaching is preaent,
Thig 48 to be meen in Christ's temptation by Satan in the
wilderness, and in Jesus' engagements with demonic forbes in
genersl. It ig expreseed in words like: ' VI wetohed How
Saten foll Like lightming out of the sk’ Thersfors this
‘teaching, that by Jesus' life, death and resurrection the
frroes of Satan were dereated, is ous thet is common o the
whole N, tradition.

The strongest teacking about the defeat of Satan at the
hands of the Son is provided by the parable of the Strong Man
and the Stronger #an.7®  Tne Marioa versimm weads me follows:
“0n the other hand, no one cen break into a whrong wen's
house and meke Off with his goods wiless he has first tied
the strong men up; then ho can rénseck the house. This
pareble is found within the combext of Mark 3¢ 22 - 26 in
both Mazk and Q, The exorcism of evil spivits prave that
Batan has been bound by Jesus or by the divine power by which
Jesus receives his strengh. tmerm tegirds this parabls
28 being quite unlike popular wisdem and piety or anytiing
serital, yebbinicsl or apocalyptic: “Heve if amywhers “ho
characteristic element in the preaching of Jesus mugt be

found" .

T4, - Jom 12 : 3k 14 1 30,
5. Duke 10 : 18,

75. Matt, 12 : 295 Mark 3 ¢ 273 Luke 11 s £1f.

Re Bultmamn, The History of the Synoptic Tradition.
(m l'/y by Jobus Marsh), Oxford, 1963, p.105. The passages he
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Wifh Jeeus' 1dristry the powex 0f the demons wae chal-
Jenged, The Strong ¥en in the parsble is wndoubtedly en
epithst for Saten,”> with the "goods! or “instruments® in his
house being those people who axe in bondage to Bim. &
sinilar sitontion is described in Test, Saphtall B ¢ 6 "But
him that doeth not that which is goed .... the devil shall
make hin 2s his own peoulisr inetrumentl, So then Jesus,
tire Stronger Man, steps in and in spolling the Strong Man's
goods, seta those fres who have lived wnder his power.'”

Jesus ie not only the Servant of the Lord but he is al-
50 & dynamic aud b vickorius one for, clandestine though his
entrance in%o the house may be, it is en entrance which be-
speaks mighty power becauss he comes ag the LOXUPOTEQDS
the Stronger ome, This 1ilie pareble is & piece of the
most primitive christology we have. It shows that very
early the church recognised Jesus' ministry, his death and

78. Y. Taylar, loc. cit., is not comvineing in espying en
influence from lsa. 49 : 24f; 53 : 12 on this pareble.

79, Grupdmenn, op. ¢ib., serius, p.84. Teylor, op. oit.,
.241 Teports that the Word OMELOG ia yegularly used in
Classical Greek to denote "vessels" or “implements of any

, end in the papyxi to describe "fumiture, moveahles,
utensils, goods!, or the "tackle! of a ghip. In II Com
4: 7 end I Thess. 4 : 4 it is vmed of "the body' as the
veasel of the soul. [Thus guite Apari from the reference in
Test. Bapht. it would be quite natuml to think of
OKELW qUTOU =g "the possessed" who have been enslaved

et Gurch seinen Tod den Zwinghermn besiegh vnd das Tor mur
Freiheit gebffnet, Iodurch hat er die Knechte befuhight,
ihm zu folgen, da er iher Todesfurcht durch seinen Sieg die
Urssche nabm',  Thevefer. thyough the dsath of Christ,
people have been freed from their bondage to fear. Ri G¥l-
lemberg, Die Christvlrgie des Hebrexbricfes, (Zsitochrift
For sistenatisches Theologie II), 1934, pp.§62-690 on p.685
applies a similar line of thinking to Hebrews (4. Amot)s
hecording %o the Epistle to the Hebrews, fear 1o conquered
because 1%s couse has been token awsy. The changd happens
in objective reality beyond humnity, and redsuption is by no
meane & self redemption, rather it consists in en nctual
changing of reslity, encomrtsred at & specific time in his~
toxy, before which man is helpless.  After this eveat he is




resurrecticn as betokening viotory over evil. Indeed it went.
back heyond the chursh bo the ministry of Jesus iteelf when
He looked forvaxd $0 the cross and repurrection, or possibly
he was referiing to & heavenly vision he hnd been'given of
the defeat of Satan (of, Bl 10 : 18}, The result of this
mighty sct of the messianic congueror is the bindfng of evil
powers d.e. bhe binding of ths Strong ww.>" This isan
esobatological concept with roots in the 0.1,%  mne ome.
Who binds is Jesus himeclf aried with divine power,"2 sym-
bolically described as Mthe Finger of God.

For Uhis reason ihe author to the Hebrews can write that
Ohrigh ghared our flesh and blood {i.e. entered the Strong
mn's house) "so thot through death he might bresk the power
of hin who had deah at his commnd, thet is the devil (i.e.
through death Christ the Stronger mon overpowered Swtan) and
might liberate those who, Shrough fear of death had all their
1ifatime been in servitude® (by binding the Strong men the
vessels and instruments are freed from Satan's dominion)s
Thig 1s another ¥ey of saying that by might and mein, by the
force of death amd resurrection Jesus entered into an in~
heritance of souis set free, vedeemed from Spten's thrail.

Aocustroed though we are in this modern day and age %0
teke this message and its purpart for granted we uust ¥y to
appreciate how difficalt ib was for first cemtury Mhristimns
tc accept the death of Christ, It seemed.to be the last act
of & pathetic tvogedy when Jesus of NazaTeth, vejected by hiw
people, furssken by his disciples, put to death by Romwm

0 lenger powerless, bacause mow §he woy is.open; he osn
and showld sbep along 4% and 40 80 tn the endl.

§0. OF. My 5 2 5t35 6 10} 11;2,4, 151, T

81. Ten. 24 : 227 and of Saban, Rev. 20 : 2f: "He setzed
‘the dxagon, that serpent of old, the versi ar Satan, and
cheined bim up for & thousand yeors; le thxew him into the
a:yss, anucﬁag and sealing it over him cuor"  Of. nlso
TR0 s 118 54 1 425 Test. Tev. 18 1 32,

8e. I.k.11=zoamipe.x-.
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suthori ty breathed his last an the oross. From his ory.a
the orous Lt appeared that even God had forsaken kinm, - He
ad died, not gloriously on the ?ield of battle, but in the
apparently inglorious wealness of & crose.  As their hopes
dded it appsired thet the disciples hed batlwd & lost cuuse,
Tt appeared st the forces of ovil having hod a f1e1d day
now simply requized o Mopping Up operaticas And yet, witt-
4n a'whort space of time his followers wure declaring every-
Where thab the erwoifixicn vas a Victory end that Jesus in
hig death hed reduced “the god of this world" %o impotence,
The keys of Rell and Hades were placed n his band as e in~
vadsd the remparts ou which the Strong man hed prided him.
seif, bound him and spoiled him of his goods. The sudden
change fram dist}lusion to triumph oun only be explained by
the witness wiich th. disciples themselves gave: that
Jesus bad risen from the grave, So the purpose of the i
cornation vas not only desth, but from @is desth came iow
tory e Jom vwote to some of the churches of ks dsys

Uihe Son of God appeared for the very purpose of. wndoasg the
deviits work?, %2

So deatn vas destroyed in the oromiing wovk of Ohrist's
humiliation, his own death m the crose, It is necemsary to
remind us Agaln that this 16 the besic meening of Christ's
Weivehip, or his entering into the cherished posseasion of
bis church vhich he Tedecmed from Satan and the power of
death when ho overthrew Satan's might in his own house and
set free Sstan’s goods and chattels who “arough fear of
Geath, hed all their Jifetime been in servituds”, Now this

83, Jn. 3t 8, In late Judsiom the beaching wes extent
that God d1d not intvoduce death but Sefan afd;  ofs Wisd,
111385 23 23f, Prom the book of Job it appears that hs
was the chief prosecutor of the heavenly oourt, From this
1% wae not oo big & step to vegard him ea tempter and eXe
cutioner in chief, Of, I Coxe 5 ¢ §: 'ihis man is to be
ocanetgned to Sataz for the destructlan of the bady"s




church, “the stns of Abrahaz", has him os a falthful high
pilaat merving 664 on their benlf in fhe hesvenly sanctimry,
Wost e tiigh prisst! A spiritlk ois, & hesverly and & pen-’
fect onel  Yet oue who cen syapathiné with hupan Beings b
cause he hay beeh through 411 their temptations, bArdships,
pain and suffering himiself. Is iv ony wonder that our
anthor ssserts the complete and utter superiority of Christ
o the entire angelic world, who, forced o acknowledge hie
sovexelgaty serve his every beck and call.

The yemgon for the effectutlness of the deth of Ghrist
1n the envering into the ixheritance of the Son, 1s thet by
the death of Ghrigt the new covesant wes mediated. = In Hebr
& 1 82 we find & citation from Jevem, 3L : 31 - 34 vho fBd
proghesied that Yalweh "will establish a new covenent widl
he housie of Terael and with the house of Judsh; not 1tk
‘the covenant that I made with their fathers'. (RSV); In
the Gescription of the now covennnt we find the Zollowing

elementst

1. It will constitute & religion of the irner men.

2.  Close fellowship between God and man whioh will re-
sult in believers being tought by God.

3, Mercy and fovgivemess of sing: ALl of these elements
the Epistle to the Helrews tlaims heve been provided by
Obrist in his new sovenant, but wers missing from $he
Zormal, legalistic religion. of the old covenamt.

The Sectarians of Qumren nlgo regarded their feot as
oonstitubing a "new covenont'. This wan the besis of thefr
congregation. - They Tegaxded.themselves as ardpined by God
40 found & congregation which would work for salvation snd
progare for the end of the orld which they expected shorb- .
1y.. fhey beldeved that vhey alone bad correch insight dato
‘the Toreh and intn the prophetic wozks. This inglaht wis
given them as & part of their divine electivn, .. The. doou-
menté O the Seot Yefer to this new covenmot as being bassd
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i the ‘promises to Jevemion, - 2he paraliel between Hebisws
- ITE T s the Sect ahisvld nob be driven too fer &s by “new sovemant!

4he Qumranites did not mean something complévely new but &
resaffirmmation of the ¢14 covenant mede with Nosée, whevems
40 the ‘church the “new covenmit was something ‘pompletely xiew
ani which replaced the 01a",%%  In fact ‘the purpose of
Helwews was to point Gut $he superiority of the mew snd the.
frck that the new hod replaced the olds

Oovenanty were always retified by sacrifice. Our
author has token peins bo ghow that the ssorifise of Ohristls
‘body wis of infinitely greater worth thon the saerifice of
animols, This corries over to the sfficacy of the whold new
covedent,  In fact all that the author of Hebrews Eas siad
of Christ as being o superior figure to 61} those of the 0.0,
bne an indlvect bearing m the superiority of the new cove-
nant 5 the old covensnt.

The first referemce in Hebrews o Chrish and iis'ze-
Iationshlp to the new covenent is in 7 : 22 where he 'ia re~
Parred to as the "me who stends security" €YYUOC. for the
new covenant,35  Tosus is made surety becousa he ia e ob-
Ject of the divine cath making him & high priest forever af-
bar the order of Helohizedek, and o make the oath more of~
factive the pelilst says God Mwill not chmngs his mind:
(V). As the swety, Jegua possesess all tho-authority g
God and he is the witness to kis will, There is & corbtain
degree of synonymity between uUEGLTNG &nd  EYYUOG

r. eap‘ the Zodaiite documents ot 8 : 23 20 1 12

8.
6 3 5 the rirst tmo gages dseorie the Tifurgy. .
of t‘he annunl covenan¥ renewal ceremony. D, 1 Q8 end 1 48

all use the same phrcpeclogy for members or the: gectazian
cavennnt ¥Sons of the Oovemant® h*93 232  Ofy Diter alls:
@p2:2; 6:9; 8+1l; 1Q55: Band L OES5 2

85. Millax Burgoughs, Nore Iight tn the Dead ges Scxolls.
Lindon; 1558, p.1i2, S
86, Of. Michiel, op. oft,, PRLT4Es
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The LESLTTNG . or "medistor' sbeps into the ghp between mem
and God while the &yyvag or "gurrantor™ vctually gives
uig person ahd his Yife aw guarantee for his word. A good
exmipie is Sirach 29 : 1422, "k good men Will go.euréty For
hig neighbour; & med Mbs lost o1l shaze if he faila him.*

Do not forget the fevour your gunrentor hos dohe yous ‘he has
given bla Iife for-you!. ' When we add to thia thet Jesus is
gnrantor of B "betver vovorsnt', we siould keep in mbnd the
awn) level of Hellemistic philosophy, the relative valus of
the ¢1d covemant fo the mew, the bebter ome, ks old coves
nent pad & mediator (angsls and Hoses of. Gel. 3 :.19) bt
1o guaxentior,  God reserved $his for the new snd the mure
éxeellent covenant when e made Ohrist the reciplent of his.
suthority by swearing an oath about his priestly position be-
2oze 1t 87

There are two promises upmn which this mediation of
(Uhrist is based. The firet of these we bave dealt with
above, takten from Ps. 110 : 4. "Dl Tord bhas sworn and will
not change his mind, You are a priesb for ever after the
order of Kelehiesdek", The ssoond scriptural basia or pro—
mise (Hebr. & : &) cn which the superiority of Christ's:
ministry and therefore alsc of his tovenant is based iy Jerem,
3L 3L - 34, The argugent here is gimilar Yo that used in
Hebr, 7 : 11 4o prove the superiority of Christ's priewthood
to tha$ of the Aaronic priesthood. He asks why God should
heve promised another "new covensnt if the firet one were
adequate, #i¥or if the first covensnt had besn foulilessy
thers would knve been no occasien for & seormds. {B r 7). ...
Thic inadeguscy inferred thet another covensnt s to coms
“yhen T will establish & new covenant with the hruse of 7
rael and with the house o dudsh. {8 : B):

Although legally no guaranmtor was xequived in o testa~
ment the denth o1 the testator ws needed before the uesio-
ment; and the eovensnt could be brought into force. UhSEb

87: G, Mithel, op. cit.y P.1T5.




peitormed a dual vole by hie denth. He'gave his Life as'&
demenstration of divine sutliority and divime security for
the stability of the covenant and he died to maks f1.effdo~
+unl to his people. In the o34 oovensut the origivih and
‘the enewal des wore sedled and
tpon the ssirifice sf enimals and thus the covenmnt was said
46 bs establiched upin the blood of thess ewimsin. - Aodording
0 Bxod. 24 : 6 ~ 8, whiich describes the miking éf coyenant
8% Hinai, oxen wewe saorificed, . Ths blood was collected.
Half of 4% way put by Moses into boging Whlle the other half
¥ag throm sgainst the eltar, After he bad read from the
book of the covencnt and after the jeople had wom: YALL
“hat the Tord hns spoken we will do, and we will be otedient!
‘then Mowes 4ok the rest of the lood and eprizkled it upen
the people, and said “Behold the blood of e covenant Waich
he Tord bas made with you in accordance #ith these wards'.
On the day of atonsmet the altar and the hovns of fhe altar.
wers purified by the application of biopd.%8 A problemstic
~verss 1a Hebr. 9 : 21 "he sprinkled with the blook both the
tent and o1l the vessels used in worship!, There is #o xo-
ference in the Pemtateuch to suy such oeremony. Howsver,
thab guch & tradivien existed is ssen from Josephusi®) 'as
also the tebernncie end ita vesaels, both with oil ... and
with the blaod of bulls and ramsl, - Phis was comected with
Yhe comseoratiod of the priests. So the covemast ws said
o be in force bussuse of the death of the animls, the sheds
ding of their blood end the resultant cleansing of the in-
of and the

The message of Hebr. 9 in thet if these Yhinge Ave brus,
and the nuthor &oes not doubt that o certdin validity de-
longs to thess saoriricss, of how mich gremter validlty must
the new covenant not be. estabiished as it is ad the blovd

88, Exod, 29°¢ 12; Lev. 8 : 15; 16 : 1419
89. Ant. 41f, 206,
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of the covemant "of Jemus' the' self-secrificing high priseti.
The zew coverant hes & bebber sicrifive and thus & betted
tosie and thus & bebter medintor and thus effedts a more
powerful’ forgivensss and olsaunsing on those whose belief is
in Jesus, . UPor if the sprinkling of deriled persons with
tite Wlood of gonts and bulls and with the ashes of an heifer
sanctifies for the purification of ¥he flesk, how much mors
shall $he blood of Christ, who tbrough the etemel Spirif of-
Fared himself without blemish bo God, purify your conscience
From gead wovks to serve the living God",  (Hebr. 9 : 13£).

How the basis of Jesus' medintorsilp is made plain.
The besin is i dseth, By his death Obrist's people ave
redeemed from sin agsinat God and from brensgressions of
God's law. The effect hes been & salvation which igimbe~
nent because it sets the believer free, because Christ "has
appeared oncs for all at the end f the age to put sway ‘sln
by the sscrifice of bimeelf" (Zebr. 9 : 26 BSV); because 'we
bove been sanctified through, the GEfering of the body of
Jesus Christ once for eIi* {Hebr. 10 : 10 RGV}; becatise ‘by
a single offering he has perfected For all time fhose ¥ho are
somctified" (Hebr. 30 ; 14 RSV); becouse Uwhere there is Fore
giveness of these, there is no longer sny offerirg Zox sin®,
(Hebr. 10 : 18 R§™). Is it any wonder then that our.suther
Qescribes the inheritance of Christ whioh he obtained by his
Geath Sor himself and his household to be limitless. By his
deaththe bellevers are mde helrs, not of any bespoml inheri-
tance in an earitly Cansan with imperfect blessings, but they
are heirs with Christ of "the promised evermal inheritance’,
{9+ 15), This “etemsl isheritance" was obtained by him
death, Once more our author ankes use of o play on words 6
drive home his point, $he word used is SLadMrn - which in
‘the IXX is used %o tromsléve 03131 the elective, gracious
20t of divine goversignty colled the covensnt., A% the same
tive in the Graek world 1t chiefly meant "a last will:and
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taetnmt".% Ta ¥ss. 16f both Geaninge are kgt in ming
o eniphasise the nevesslty of. Jesus!  denth and thé salvation
that. 4% beings, . Before a Iast will and tesiament con beoomd
#ftaotive the tegtetor must diss . Ydkowlse before the dnheris
‘tance imperted to thoge in fhe Hew covenant. con Ve imparted,
Jesus ihe meaistor, the as th a0l
£ic6 hnd to dlé.  When he died both meaminge of &Lamin
were made effective: A new covenand was medisbed, axd &
teatament of eternnd inheritance was mode effschusl Tor the
Teliavers. :

This brings Le %o the cbvious significonca of the wewd
"hlooZ¥ in the epletle o the Hevrews.>* Our author fodk
the tem over from the Christion txgdition, using it often
2ud enriching its mesning. This tradition bod'its roobs in:
tte GF. noteble the law of ntonement in Jev. 17 :'11 "For
*the Life of the flesh 4v in he Blood; and I Yave given it
for you upon the sltar to make mtonement for ydur souls; for
4 4o the blood they mkes atonemcnt by vesson of ‘the Lifets
It was not the killing iteelf which ves effectusil but the
a0t of the life being completely given to God v the blaod
wag sprinkled on the sltar. Bub Hebrews dosh mot Guggssh
2n nlter o which Jesus' blood weé prinkled wiless.we are fo
infer that this is the cross. This is on wnlikely eupposi~
‘tion, howewer, as the oross doss nat Tigure. exoept &s bn in-
strument of torture (12 : 2) in the cpistle at oll. . The
Plcture that is presented bo us in the epistle's teaching.m
thie "ilood of Ciiet" is of "His offering up Hineslf to Gnds

90, It ip taken from the vexrb O.atidmpl  meaning 1. o
deoree oy ordmin, 2. Donfer, 3. Assign by will of.
Pauer, pp.186¢, Bebw in TWWH II, pp.lOSf., ATH., U uuemu.
Biudnun by 7, Pebm and G, Quill, Simtler wes is made of

10 GB1. 35 17.  Gf. Bmoe, op. aM:., Pps2108§
Mickel, op. oto., 19-20%2; Spien 15, opr opy Oltey 2 ’285
9l Of. Hebr, 9': 12, 14; 10 3 38, 2% 243 s 12y
20 2nd 46 the comentories eop. Rizzenbach, ops ci.':., g,zso,
n.19; Ichse, ops olb., p.174; Michel, op. Oit., Pp.204Efy
Bruoe, op. clb., ppa204£E,
9%, Bruce, p.204.
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In Hebrs 9 ¢ 12, 14 the writer speaks of-biood bub in ve. 15 |
wing.  ie repiaced by $avatoc. | This led L. Morpia®
6 wedter . Vit im heod $o envisage a vesson. for-interpréting.
I4he Blgad! in's aunse other thun thet Eiven ¥y the FoYiowing
ta dosth having vaken place(M. The powss of the pbonement’
of Jesus thus lay in his death, of which the shedding of his
blood wag gmbolie (¢f, 10 : 19). The emphasis is not
Yherefore an the moterial enbstance of Christ's blood but
rother on $he giving of his 1ife 1n his death. Thus the
Ylvod of Ohrdst can be comipered with the blood oF Absl {22+
24) because Abel 1ike Ohriet lost his 1ife by losing his
blgod,

56 we can see why the hlood of Ohrih and the dsath of !
Obrtst are tled.up so inextrioabiy wif the new covesnt,
The rTeapu 5o Huy they are eynonymous,.the fach that 9 3 15—
22 gnliows smmedintely on to § 5 9.~ 34 dn $he same combext
o sufficient indfostion. Co the baels o the atening destn’
of Tesus the covenant was establinked and forgivendss ¢f gins
effected fer the psople of God which vas of o for higher
order then that of ony of the animal sacrifices.

Just 82 the inberitanca of the land by the seed 0F Abra~
ham was legnlised ard obtained {n terms of o divine covemnb
with Iereel, 80 the fnhexltance of "ol fhings® by the Sen
wag legaliged and ofteined in terms of He new divine cove~
nant, This covenant came to fulfilment ot the denth of
Christ, TWhen the mediator, the ginrantor snd $he testutor
of the covemsnt disd. It wag throvgh this death what the- "
naw covennnt bewsne speratiornl, the heir possessed his fns
heritance and the believera were made helre of etermal sl
ration.

93, {J. Th, 8. H.S., 141); 1952, D226, Arts The Biblieal
uge of the tern 'Blood!.  pp.216PE.  OF, slso J. Behm,
TG I, ppI7LEES




e . By Heszns of Divine &vpointment:

The weans stated above by whioch the heir awtered into
his itheritance were sbill, In tbe final anelysis dependent
ot the ivine disposition of the inhritence end therefors
f e divine nppointwent of whe Sou’ to be Heir of 411
Things®. This is clearly stated in Hebr, 1 : 2 "Him hoth
he inde {oppointed} $0 be helr of 2ll things", The verb
ednuey 4B in the aoxist bense, viich implles that the ap-
polutnent. vos mde ot & speeific vime, Tnis point of time
©ould only Tefer to the time whan Uhrish ohteined victory
over death "o libernte those who, through fear of death,
Pad 31t their lifetime been in servitude'.  {Hebxs 2 ¢'15),
fiad the pre-sxigtent JhTiet been intended the pluperfect tense
would have been used, therefore it can only refer o the in-
carnate, dying Son betng o & pomition
of universal and an auly to
the one wao bnd moke the appoiniment ab ¥he time of his desti.

Te bove had eceasion to refer to the poxalisl idens ex-
pressed in Hebr, L' : 1~ 4 and Padl. 2 : 5 - 11, - Fhere.ic
4 very strong porallel between the appointwent of the in-
sarmte, suffering, obedisnt wito deatis Son ae Heix of ALL
Thinge in Hebrews and the exaltation of the Huuble, incernate,
obedient urta demth Meseiah of Philippisns, Who ogain ves
mmde the ohject of divine &leposition and gppointment t0
place of complete suthority, which is the meaning of his be-
ing given *e name that is above every newe", that il shouid
pey him obetsance, addressing him s "wupLog Invoud ZpLagoc"
(lioxd Jesus Ohrigt). So in thess iwe guotaticas fiem the Church's
Thurgy 1t 18 evident Uhet a divine ‘appointment wnd diaposition
‘460l plmce consequent upan the “tobel chedtencsy Hundidatd.on;
suffering pnd death of Jesus.

In Rebr. 2 @ B we have o guotation fram Ps. 81 T:
"thou didst pub o1l things in hubjectlon benvoth hie fewtt.
Gommenting on this verse “e furthor elaboictes o fis wl-
versa) inheritance by stating: VRor in subjectiog 81l




‘things 0 him, he left nothing hnt s not subjert'; otmbke
nping in hie sppiitetion of Shis Beelm to Femelve, 9) ¥in,

. JeBlE 4evas WE d0 888 OBS »ue.s OTOWMEd RoOW WEEH glory Bhd
hanour beoauss he-sutfered death® (IR},

Ta the following verses it is mde cldny that the proo
cosa of petfectich thrcugh sufferings i.e, Jesus! coming of
dge ap “the Bon't Ls ‘throughout o divine acy.  fod makes the
leader "perfeot threugh sutferinga',

T Hebri 33 L - 6 the diviae appoiutient is cmhmaised . ©
omep move,  Tos comtext refers to $ho supremncy of Jegus. -
orex the Whole houschold of foith. . In'3 @ ¥ Jesus is bom-
mended ae being:  VPaibhiral o God wh appointed himh,
The stwe divine oppointment is inferred in ve. 6 (tr. §EB
which gives the sensé but is not suriotly o word by word
franslution):  “Ohrist is faithful as & son, seb over his
ousehcld's

To Webr. 5 1 1 - 10 the Aivins appoiniment Ls Purther
Gefined as an iom to the priesthood which g
to the order of Nelonizeusk., A general principle of ordi~
natior ¥6 the pricsihood is 1nid dowm in ve. 1 SByery high
priest is taken fran among men and appointed. tseir represen:
tative before God". The one who mikes ths npnointment ia
God since no-one can Appoint himself tn the prissthond {vs.4).
In the vame woy Christ "did not confer upou himsslf the
glory of beooninghighpriest; it yos granbed by Gody whe
s8id to him, 'Thew art my Son; ‘Yedsy have I bogotten thee’;
28 alsy in another place he says, 'Phou &b e priest farever)
in the auccession of Melckizedek'®. ~ (vss. 5¢ BEB).

94, Home adduce proof from these two OF, guotations yhit
Yhe people to whon the letter wie gddressed made & dighine-.
+ion between the Maasiuh of David (Pa. 2 3 7) cnd the pigh

;(u-mmy Measiak (Ps. 110 : 4). Of. ¥, ¥odin,ope ou.,
Seripte. Hierosolymitona w), 1958, ppi36if; - H. Kosuet, opy

th., PD. Xxviiif.  But Heblews amserts that both  Fumctlins

aye in one messisnic Tigurs, Jesus beloaged to the fribe
of Judsh And therefors could mot belong vo the Asxande prissi:
hood, The answer to the problem was Tound by Besoistink
Jesus ot with Anron, bub with the priest-king Melchigedek
who 1g Latroduced in Gen. 14 : 18,
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In Hebr, 5:13+6, 20 our author emphasises the infinite
validity of Jesus! divine eppointment as high priest atter
the o¥der cf Melshizsiek.  Two divine caths are regerred to
in this passage. God made the original otvenant with Abrew
hom and conoluded it with an cath (ves. 14£); mnd in ves.
1628, 4k Tegard to o Becond divine nath, ke mikes an obiigque
refevence #0 as 110 : 4 "Tho Tord bas swomn.and will not
change hia purposs: You are & Priest-for ever sa..! Withe
out ‘sctuslly citing it. 5o then when Jemis was appointed
hetr, aud s helr over &1l things, the priegt in the heaver-
1y temple, his appointuent was guarenteed and wade doubly
certain by the divine cath.

Hetr, 7 4s a chapter which sets oub o prove the supers.
iority of the order of Melchizedek 0 the order of ATon.
A5 one of the oonolusive proofs it 1s poimted ows in Tafe~
rence to Pe. 110 : 4 that an osth ves sworn by Gad at the
moment: of Jesus' appolnbment Yo the Priesthood, wherdas Nio
oath was sworn when the descendante of Aaron were made
priests, o then the elsvation of the Son to & position of
wniversel heir-hip and authority was st the same time an ex—
altation fo en intercessory prietly function, becoming a
ministrant in the heavenly temple. Chapter 7 ends With
words vittoh clearly endorse the Hon's appoimtment: "Ihe
high priests made by the Law are men in all their freilty;
but the priest appointed by the words of the osth which
supersedes the Iaw ia the Son, mede perfect now for sver'.
{o£. sleo Rebr. 8 : 3).

In the perenctic seobion of Hebrows (30 + 19 -~ 13 : 25)
seme significant gistements are made with regard to the di-
vine éisposition of the inheritance $o Christ, In 10 : Zif2
Ohrist is referved to me Ya great priest set avex ibe houge-
hold of God", epd then turning the readerts mind to God hek
writear Yihe Giver of the prouige onybe truated!,

The Pirst of these statemente is 5 bitle which eppesrs
again and again in Hebvews, sither oxpresaly stated or by in-
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zevence.” It is based lavgsly on the proguscy of Zechavish

6t 112¢, which spesks of the corosation of Joshua the high
priest wao is cslled the Eranch, and’of whom Lt is prophesied
that he will build the bemple aud be given royal dlgnity

end suthority, The scene 1n ve. 13 is that of a king seated
o bis thwone®® with a priest sested on his right haad, the
Sosition of euthority, This scone Ls probably the same
soens that the author of Hebrews has 1 mind with God seated
cn the thvone and She Son, priest sfter tne order of Melcki
#dek seated on his right kand, the post¥ion Zrom which he
exercisea his Toyel es well as bis priestly authority.S’
Hebr. 10 ¢ 21 bslls us thst the Son had this position,

Hebr. 10 ¢ 23 informe us thet God is the disposer of this
right by means of his promise. He is the "ne vho Promissst,
The prontses refarzod o ix 10 1 23 axe in all probedility
the two oathe that God sweers — the ane $o Abrehan when he
made the covenant with htm, end the other to the Son wWhen be
made hin Heir and Priest.®  The certainty of the covenant
and its pranises is thus the certaimty of God,’ who by meking
the covensut with Abreham egtablished the People of God, and
by usking & covenant with the Som gave bim 2ull ewthority
over that same People of God.

Pinally 40 the prayer pessege O

(13 + 20f) we encownter a brief remark about God Taising our
Tord Jamus, the grest shepherd of the sheep from the dead -

&t the end of Hebrews

95. Hetr.l¢2; 2:3T 311, 6 S5:%,10; 63205
742620 8:3; 9111 10: 2L
96, Prodadly & king of ihe Dayidic line of, Zech. 12 : 10&f;
3

97. Of. esp. Hebr. 8 : 17,
98, Hebr, 6 r 13-203 7 4 20-25.

99. Michel, ops cit., p.232; Nombefiore, ope oits, P.175.
100, In the form of & Lstin "collecta oretio” cosposed in
the third pergon, Of, Bruve, op. Gite, Ped10.

101. Michel, op. oit., p.362 n3; Hruce, op. nt., pe4ll;
MonteTiore, np. oite, PaRSl :e:ax wa $S a pexelisl pessage walch
Wnderlies this hym in Isss 63 : 11 (DXX): "Where is he that
brought up from the sea ihe shepbard of the sheep? Ref, to
Hosea.
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This poetic formulation summarises the poinbe we Have raised
4% this ohapter, vis, how the heir entered into his inheritance
and became "Heir of A1l Things".

The one Who ezalved Jesus wes "the God of Peace", the
saze God who “highly exalted” Ghrist in Fl, 2 : 9, God
exalted hinm from the dead,  God exalted him on the tasia of
Dine blod of the etermal coveneyt",)%  fhe exaltetion ms
$0 & posiiion of Lordehip over the Paople of God as Uthe
Shepherd of the sheep”, So bhen the Lncarnate Son by his
death provided the mesns for iis own ewaltetion (the blood of
the eternal coveusut}, and from this death he wes raised to &
position of authority by God who thus made him "Heir of ALl
Toings*s

<

Xy -

$o in He.r, 1 : 2 when God mede him ta be Heir of ATL
Things the meantng of both Hebrow roots™ is inferred. By
means of incamabion, suffering snd death {the blood of the
e%emnsl oovenant) the heirdaip was possessed by the Som

o, The inheritance was bestowed by God bRy
when be apposnted the Son o heirship and inberitence. Bots
concepts:  possession and bestoval are held u & state of
telence by the author of Hebrews,

5

O earor e

102, Of, Festeoty, loc. city "The raising of Jesus was ine

Gizaclubly wiited with the establishment of the Covemant

zade by his blood and effeotive in virtus of it". Of.

Hontefiore, op. cit., p.25L,

303, e and  WYW3  of, Chapter 1 of this wozk for
of their resp 1

EETIR
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CRAFR10 - COMGESION

RASPONOMOE  TLAHTGH "Heir of ALL Thinge Lo obvious-
Iy 2 title, e position, 8 situstion of worth end aubhority to
wkich the Son has been raised. It also. seems sppareny that
this is not only a title for the Son, bul provides a theme
Zor the Epistle of Hebrews a9 well. The puzpoes of the
Epistle 4s o tell how Jesus, the Som, entered imto his in-
beritance, how in the prooess he reveeled God in & complete
fashion such as had not been luown up % that tive. In
Hebrews the worth of the station to which he had been Taised
wag likened to being sested st the right hand of the throme
5% Gud, with the authority inherent in that position,

The meaning of the title “Heir of ALl Things" tms &
strong besring on the inheritance of the heir, acconding tn
which the worth of the titls is determined by the extent of
the inheritance. @he inheritance descrived in tbe Yitle is
infinite dnd therefore the title is ome of infinite worth.
This inheritance includes "all orders of existence’ whether
they be temporal or eterml, materisl or spiritval. As an
affective wesult of his total humiliation waen he made “pur-
gation of sing® he wae raised by God o this position of
onour, s the agent in the creation of the world this in-
heritsnce bad alvaye been his possession and, as Homtezioxe
sey8, his exaltation was "his Te-entry into thut whlch has
siweys been his lawhil piace® {p, 34). But though the in-~
heritance bad always been his, he did not have effective
ountrol over it, this kad forcefully 0 bs taken possessisn
ot

Dhe Greek word KAMPOVOROG 1is & direct franslation of
the Hebrew word ®1’  which has e very forooful meening.
1% means feat when the heir imuerivs, the irheritance dpes
10t become his automatioally, bub thut it 1s sowething vhich
st ve possessed, sometimes by force of arms, even imvolving
2 Parcepul disposseesion of ¥hose Who have teksp Wrongful poR~
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sesgion of the property. Thus although Canaan belenged to
Israel by Tight of the covemant prowises mede 46 her patri-
axche, Abrahsm, Tsasc end Jacod 2nd eventumlly also to Noses,
et she was in the wilderness and 8id not have control of her
l2nd.  Bventually 2 man of faith aTose, Joshua, wao believed
the promises and led the people into the land o comquer it,

+0 possess it, to dispossess the peoples in wrongful posses.
sion, so that Isvael might not be heir in neme auly, Wb alse
in fact, In the seme wey Jesus crossed the river Jordan of
suffering and death into the promieed lacd beyond, This he
d1d by being made the perfectly mature Sce through the suf—
ferings e endured, This would not bave ‘een possible had he
not taken humsn flesh in the incarnation and become a men knoWw—
ing pain, fear and Wltimately death, so that through death he
tasted death for every men to desiocy the works end tie hege-
mony of the Devil who had kept men in bondage by fear of

death. The Devil hed o be Alppopmessed of his wrongful occU-
pation and this the Son did by meking purgation of sine through
‘nie own desth.

The of mevkind, of those who
would constitute his household, was bhe motivating osuse of
the inceymation, suffexing snd desth of the Son. The picture
pregented in Hebrews is that of the Day of Atoneuent. (o that
central day of the Jewish religion the high priest, who was
descended from Ievi end Aaron, would purify himgelf of ein by
means of washings and sacrifices, end then offer "he blood of
bulle and goate aud the ashes OF &r hesfer apris¥led on the
altext (Hebr. 9 : 13) to meke atonement for the sina of the
pesple. The suthor of Hebrews cansiders the Aaronic high
priest tc be & type of the perfeciion of the priestly work
achieved by Jesus the ideal high priest, He vittes wishin
‘the framework of Flatonic philosophy. The 0. priest is the
Amperfect earthly shadow, whereas the heavenmly ideal is to bs
seen in the eterma) priest who is, Becordlng to the order of
Helchizedek, performing hia saorifice not in the myberial
Yemple of Jerusalem which is 8130 3 meve shadow, but in the

"
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eternsl heavenly temple, not made with hands. As the sinless
oue Jesus 318 not need bo offer a sacrifice for his own sins,
nor d4d he take animals with which to meke atonement for the
people’a sins, bub es the perfect priest and the perfest
sacrifice he by ome act of eelf sacrifice offered himself to
abolieh sin. He vas "offered onoe to bear the Turden of
man's cing' (Hebr. 9 : 28). The purpose of this humilistion
woto death was for s brothers, It resulted in the wey
soross the Tiver Joxdan into the apiritusl promised land being
opened ...\ believers being able to enter "y having the oourage
of Faith. These people become believers bty having their
minds enlightened by the ministry of the Yord of God, bub be~
ing enmlightencd they dsre not stand still mor go baclward ox
else they will Tisk perdition. Rather they must enter the
Iend of Promise, following in the footsteps of their Teader-—
Capbain, Jesus, like him being prepared o be complebely obe-
dient to the heavenly visian, following after as partaers in
suffering as well as laying claim to & lot in that Jand,

Suoh ones the heavenly Leader recogiises es brothars and calls
‘them such. Those cbedient followers eve then sanctified ia
the Blood of the sternzl saoxdfice uZ the Son and mede by God's
grace members of the People of God.

ke People of God comprises the so called "housebald of
Bod" {Hebr. 3 : 22, 6). It is over this houaehold that the
Son ay First-born bes been given complete euthority. Acoord-
ing to the law codes of the firgt cemtury and even before that,
the patris potestas wes 11y ty the sldest
son along with the izheritance of the family naue.. Thig fa~
nily name became the symbol of the authority of the sidest,
In the case of Jesus he was "irst-bom’ in two mepecta.
Pirstly as the agent in the creation of "all orders of exis-
‘tence" he preceded a)) things, whether they be angelic or
miterisl, As the "Ziret-born) he had precedence as well as
Buthority overeven e highest angels, vhich accordieg o Jew-
1sh thinking wowld make his suthority divine, He had been
raieed $n fact as high above them "as the Litle he has in- .




256

herited is superior to theixs" (1 : 4). The title referTed to
might well be  that one mewbioned two vese previously in 1 : 2
vig, "Heir of A1) Things", Tn the parellel passage of Ool.
1133 - 20 this Zearing wowld correspond with that af Onl,
1+ 15 whereas Col, 1 ; 18 corrasponds to the aécond meauing
of “eireb-bord! in Hebrews, i.e. the "Piret-bord from the
dend. The Peaple (household) of God consist of those wao
fenrlessly keep their hopes high {3 : 6), “who through faith
and patience erve inheriting the promises’ (6 : 12), who abey
the call of God aven though they oamnob sue where 1t 1a leade
ing. (11 ¢ 9£f). Thoy by faith in thetr Lender emter and eh-
407 the Eromised Land, not imperfectly as did the Tsmasl of
the OF., but embering Into a coamplete rest which is reserved
for them. The Son as the Zeader is the®irst-born of those
®ho have Jntered. As "first-bora’ he inherits the femily
rame and s given full euthority, being "set over his house~
Hola", Once again the title of 1 & 2 wauld apply to his ine

of tmt all over his brethren:
YHeir of ALl Thinge®. There im & remsrXnble parallel o
Ephesisns 1 : 18 ~ 23 vihere Christ is sald fo have n title
which i3 iufinitely superior to angelic beings as well a be
ing otal in the ohurch, through which his suthority extends
ovez all thinga.

“X1s the Avheritance as conceived by Hebrews is & spiri-
‘tual blessing culled "rest”, airesdy obtained by Jesus thvough
fle desth and exaliation, snd is 5o the proosss uf being ob-
‘tained by the belisvers, being the Tand spizitually aud $ranee
cendentally coscedved, yet the broadsr understanding of the in-
heritance ie alsn present. The inherifance, vhick contempo-—
vazy Judaisn nad slysady. broadened from being the Iand to in-
olude the entire Gogmios, wes regaxded as such by the suthor of
Hebrews. The mtericl inheritance wus "the wuniverse® (NEB).
The right of inheritance over all mwkerial spheres was beowuse
of the fach that thé San hod been inerrumental in their ores~
4ion,  {udodsm elro dmew ¥his argument in that it was posited
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thet {lie world was their iuheritance beoause the originsl birllg-
ing materisle of the world hed been taken from the rocks under
Homt Zictl,  The Son not only made "all orders of existeroe®,
bub. the providential sustenance of these “all Phings" is due

®o Bk, of. 1 ¢ 3 "the Son v.... wastsine the wriverse by his
word of power''; i.el it is his nok only becsuse he oreated i,
but ‘becavse its continued exictence is fus vo him.

The inheritence of ell things ie dofined in 2 ¢ 5 ~ 8 oy
inoluding the world to come, %.e. the Esohaton o which every
pious Jow looked forward with hope has noc hesn given to
angels, but to the Son: "For in subjecting N1 things o him,
he left notiing that is net subject® (2 ¢ 8 BRE),

Ve have considered how this supreme title of "Heir of A1
Things" gave the Sou authority over angelic powers &a well as
over the church ma First-bom snd Leader, so naw we will con~
sider the person of the Son who wes given this ail embracing
and 831 subjecting %itle. The primzy fach thms we are told
sbout the fon is thot God'a fimal and most perfect revelstion
was given through him. Through him God has apoken. . He ™
the effulgence of God's splendour and the stamp of Godts very
being! (1 : 3). The close association of the term "Son" with
the revelation of God in the early Christian tmaition is es—
pecially evident in Matt. 11 : 27 “no one knows the Father tut
the S:n end those to whom the Sun pay choosa to Teveal hin'
{NEB), The Father knew the Son. This lmowledge of him was
‘the equivalent of slecting him (ef. I Pet. 1 : 205 Rom.'& :
29}, He was known of the Pather bevause of the desire in the
Son %o reveal the Father. Tils secognition of the San wan
uade most evident by the legitimisation of the Scu b his
exmltation to be "Heir of 411 'things". The opposite Blso
nolds good. The recognition of the Pather by the Son indi-
cates that the Son nleme bruly knows the Father. The Son in
his burn reveals the Father to ofhers, those who become his
f£ollowers by the unlightenment of the word of God, which comss
‘o men in Ohrish; because the knowing and recognibion of Jod




by man takes place only &t thet plase a$ which God drmws near
o mgy.. This diéwing meer of God to man akes plade in Jesus,
tHe Son by means of whom God has spikento fus' in these last
days. = B0 then Jegus of Nazaveth represented his Father wilh,
Full eubhority s a man revealing the divine wey to life béing
through Humilietida ag seen dn the incarmatiocn, suffering mnd
doath of Jesus. 'fhe one declared in Hebr, 1 & 2 %o be VHelr
©f A1 Things" 15 the Som, who thongh etemel became temporal
80 that he might meke purgstion of sins, thevely revealing
the redemptive will end eaving purpose of God his Pather.

The result of thia perfect revelation by the Son's redempbive
aet pmg hie to en 3 superior

position a% God's right hand.

A Turther deductign my be made £rom the aboye as £4v B
the ehrigbology of Hebyews is concerned, = The fact fhnt he is
Son of Ged implies that Jesus' origin or source is in Ood (ef«
Jn, 12 : 49). Being of divine ovigin he, as a pesuik of his
own maturation, became 'the source! of all thoge wio Zollow
him in opedience, So them the Som, originating in God and

the of i By Do
comes in his tuma & source of blessing to thows nHe obey, Who
endure suffering, meking light vf cisgréce with “gyes fixed on ‘,‘
Jemus, on whom £oith depends £rom start to Zinish" (Hebrs .22 1
2). .

In sny decieive act & time fachor ip fnvelved, The
question may well be pub as to the $ime when the jwir entéred
into hig inheritance. The Son has been made heiri  IThere
can be mo dowbt that this ach of emsltaticn and covonation is
compiete, “whom ke hus mde heir is in the aprist temse; i
dlceting #hat the Son wes mide heir ab & specific fiime. This
time con only be «b A moment following hle death, His deepest
mafitetion, for then he hecaze a mature Son; eligilile to €atér
nie Father's inheadtanos, and he also became “sompe of.
eternal eslvation! %o sll who obey pim. Similarly inl : 3
he 1g said o bave talen his seat &b the right hand of Mejesty




on high, fho tense once more iy sorist indicating thet this
exaltation ook plage st & specific time. - In faot. ke i<
‘pldcation of Hebr. 1 : 1 = 4 is that the appointment of the
Son e Hedr, and the Son's teldng his pltce took plave at the
same point of time following on to the extreme mumiliftion of
the Son'y desth upon the cross, . "his ia Purther brought oul
by study of the tenses.of that key passuge Hebr, 5 i 8 = 10,
Here "he learnod", "he suffered, "he beoame" and ve. 10 Mhe
waz nemed? are ell in the morist tense indicating vhet'at the
moment he "learned! he slso "suffered ari being brought to
Daturity "becams" ‘the source of salvation o obedient ones,
ang, at thap same moment was “nemed" {o firet abriat passive
purtioiple) es high priest, 5o then ag £or as the Son is
concerned thexe is no real problem about the time of his being
appoinbed to univerenl hefrship. Tt vae at the moment when
his suffering and death Tesulted in his exaltatimn end ths
takiag up of his place nt the right hand of the Majerty on
nigh,

When it comes to the entrance of believera into the in-
heritance it is not quite as mimple. In Hebws 12 3 the
norist 1g used for the time when purgntion of sins was brought
sboub, Therefore ot the time that the Son emtered his n-

ke an act of redemption whick pade it pos-
sible from thnt time on for helisvers to epter into their ine
Berttance in the wake of their divine Teader. This process
viich began nt the tize of Jesws! redemptive death is glven
etphesis by o sigaifichnt wse of the ingrecsive sorist. So
in febr, 2 @ 10 the Yime of the perfeotion of the Yon through
sufferings vas alsc the bime when the many sone bogan to.be
brought to glory. In Hebr., 13 : 2 we ave *old that Jemus
suPfered outside the gate to sanntify (acrist) the people and
the confimuous effect of this sanctification into the presont
s brought out An 10 : 14 where the present participle is
vieed Whe hap pertected »..., $hose who are being ssnctified’
Thevefore backsliding 18 0 serlous since it is & vejecticn of
4hle present sanctificaties (Hebr. 10 : 28).. [Ohe preseny
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continuous bense is uged in conjunction with the believerls
entering his promised "reet" {Hebr. 4 : 3), implying that the
believer bae not alvendy entered, but that he is here end now
continually "entering and striving to enter that vest, In
similar vein Hehr. 11 : 6 presente the baliever as the Vaeek~
ing" tne, For the believer then the process of entering the
promised “rest" began at the Son's self sacrifice o the croes,
io applied Yo the bellever by the enligntennent of the word,
and he then proceeds to "seek! and to Member" in the presemt;
bub there Ls also a fubure dimension to thiy striving, as in
3 : 6 we are told that sonship is conditionel: Vif we hold
fast the confidence and the rejolaing of the hope Firm wnto
the end”.  This fofure emphasis as far as believers ave con-
cemed is very clearly brought eut in Hebr. 1 : 14 whsre bee
Ttevers are described as those Yabodt v izherdt exlvetiont,
And also in 4 ¢ §8f.  "Phere must still be, therefore, &
lade of Test Teserved for God's people, fho sevemth day resd
--us Ve must therofore do overything we can $o ceach this

lace of rost, or soms of you might copy this example of dis-
“hedience and be lost¥. :

Balievers are therefore placed within {he histozy of sal-
vatfon. fThey ave made heirs of the promiee to Abralum which
they will possess by belief. Feilure to inkerit salvation
can gunly be through wnbeliet, Beldef ik o perslstent quality.
This 15 breught oub sgain in 6 : 12 whers believers are de-
serited os those who Mareugh faith ond petience inharit the
promizes’.  So then, though ultimte eslvavion liss awly in
the fulime, the bope of that salvation wiich is based on ane
eleat sealgcs 16 8 prepent possession.  These premises sre
90 certiin to the hefrg (Hebr. 6 : 17) thnt God did not ondy
promizc, bub e doubly confivmed the promise with da oati.

I= short the time of Jesus' possession weo his exaliation
reeultzng from bhis denth, The way wac opaad for the be-
levers by Chxist!s death, so that they were introduced to
thedr inheritmnce by the gospel. Throughout thelr lifstime




they have becomo busy secking and enterisg theis "rvst® wizolt
will ginally be possessed by them at some fubwre date, Bub
thia future blise i 80 sure Yhat it provides suoh & sbead~
fast and sure hope that this hops in its turn provides enabling
for the present to the beliaver. )

Jesus! entering his imiversal imheritance implies th¥
this act has introduasd the Buchaton, the.3ast dhys. " . ..
Tue message of 1 { 2 i thet God has spoken o us by the Sen
in these last doys. This memns thet God's final wosd has
been spoken, snd that believers musk prepere for the second
coping in glory. The author of Hebrews is writing so the
people who 1ive in the wmoeTtain Lerfod in betweon the Lirst
hd the second comings of Jesus and €0 hla messoge Lo that
they should ever be ready, meet regulazly 4ogether and keep
the exsmple and person of Jesus befoTe their mind's eye fest
$hey grow weary. '

Jesus! being mads “Heir of ALl Things" has bpecisl $igni-
Picance for the believer ae far as the authority of the San
and thererore the obadience of vhe belever is ooncemed. As
the authority of the Son over his househcld is total, so the
believer!s obodience must be total. his cbedience senaists
in self denial, mmiliation, choosing the correct path even if
it be the difficult one, ond this obsdleace does vt stop short
of death oven ag Jesws offered himself.

The wey of self denial, obedience and faith is emabled by
the believer's trust in the Son who is not omly the Leader.
ut also the Bource of stemal salvation, He lmows as he be~
‘lieves that he has & sympathetio high priest who bas himgglf
"paseed through the test of suffering' and so "is atle to hilp
those who are meeting their test now" (2 : 18), Yet his high
priest went through all these trials without sin and heving
done so, has passed through the heavens (4 : 147f). There he
appeaxs before God on the believer's bemal? (9 : 24) and Vehat
Lo why he is eWle 0 ssve absolutely those who approach God
througn him; he is slways 1iving to plead on their behalf"..
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7o’ pwitiaxise then Jesus; the Son of God, was made. UHeli
of A11Things™, = His inheritarice fneluded ell.orders of. !
exintetos ox well an aumnority aver the People of God. - To
them he ie Tesder; Guptain, Wigh Priest, Dord and Sourcs of
“etemal ealvation.  They enjoy this salvation by brust. in
.himy and become joint heire with Curist of Yall things",
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