
So according to  th e  Old Covenant a  rew ard f o r  fa ith fu ln e s s  to  
God and p ie ty  to  th e  Law was th a t  th e se  r ig h te o u s ones would 
n o t " ta s te  o f  death" I t  i s  he re  th a t  C h r is t d if f e r s  from 
th e  s a in ts  o f  th e  0$. They escaped fe e lin g  the  b itte rn e s s  
o f  death  i n  t h e i r  bodies^® but C h r is t could allow  him self no 
such luxury , n o r  could  h is  F a th e r give  to  him th e  normal re ­
wards of the  r ig h te o u s . A strong  p a ra l le l  i s  in  th e  garden 
scene before  th e  c ru c if ix io n  where he spoke about h ie  death 
a s  a  "eup!l * l c h  he would r a th e r  have avoided,, bu t which in  
accordance w ith h is  f a th e r 1 s w i l l  he kneiv to  be unavoidable^  
The au th o r o f  th e  Fourth Gospel re p o r ts  th a t  Je su s  sa id  ta , 
P e te r  a f t e r  he had out o ff  th e  High  P r i e s t 's  s e rv a n t 's  ear: 
"Sheathe your sword. T his i s  the  oup my F a th e r has given me; 
s h a l l  I  no t d r in k  I t? "  (Jn . 18 i 11 ). There appears to  be 
a  strong  connection between C h r is t 's  " ta s tin g  death" , "drink­
in g  th e  cur" anA C h r is t 's  s tro n g  statem ent i n  Matt.. 16 s 28:
" I  t e l ]  you th i s :  th e re  a re  some standing  h e re  wh» w i l l  no t
t a s t e  death before  they  have seen the  Son of Man coming in  
h is  kingdom", because one of the  stro n g est teach ings of the 
HD. about th e  death  of C h ris t i s  i t s  su b s ti tu tio n a ry  nature}® 
For t h i s  reason  In  Hebr. 2 : 9 our au tho r d ecla res  th a t  "by 
G od's g rac ious w i l l ,  In  ta s t in g  death  he should stand  f " r  us 
a ll" ._  Seen in  t h i s  context xapt"61- would appear to  f i t  
f a r  b e t te r  in to  th e  th e o lo g ic a l con tex t than  xw pi e because 
th e  Inca rn a tio n  was an ev ldeice  o f  Bod' a  unm erited favour to  
h i s  people a s  %as a ls o  G od's grace ev ident in  perm itting  him. 
t o  " ta s te  of death"3-® and n o t to  s id e -s tep  i t  by a  t r a n s la t io n

25. Hebr. nn ’ ti nyo and Aramaic n - lin ’ o n?B 
c f .  ThVTb I ,  pp.674£ and B llle rbeok  I ,  pp .751 ff, bZ ?■ Behm.
16.. I  Sam. 15 s 32; S irach  4 1 : 1 .
17. M att. 26 : 5 9 tt j  m .  14 : 36; Be. 22 : 42.
18.. Hebr. 10 : 12; Eph. 5 : 2 ;  I  P e t.  1  : 20; SBC. 10 : 45i 
I  Tim. 2 i 6; T i t .  2 : 14 i n t e r  a l i a .
19. This does n o t imply th e  n ic e ty  o f  meaning Chrysostom
g ives to  th e  word " to  ta s te "  I n  Homilies on Hebrews 6 : 12,
i n  which he says th a t  C h r is t only ta s te d  " f  death  but d id  no t
r e a l ly  d ie .  As we have seen above I t  I s  a  phrase which means
q u ite  simply " to  d ie " .
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ijhleh nan "been th e  ren a rd  of th e  most r l^ i to o u s  ones under 
th e  oM  corenottt- God's graoc «as then , a t  C h r is t 's  o ruo i-  
f ix io n , Bade a a n lfa a t  t o  M e  people.-

Seen In  t h i s  l i g h t  th e  meaning of th e  p revious few  ver­
se s  a lso  f a l l s  in to  l in e .  . Man has been given so ouch bat 
h as  accomplished so l i t t l e .  In s te ad  of being  r u le r  he I s  
ru le d . But i n  th e  same nay a s  C h r is t 's  death  i s  a  su b s t l -  
tu tio n a ry  d e ath , so h i s  l i f e  i s  a  r ep rese n ta tiv e  and a  sub­
s t i tu t io n a ry  one. C h ris t by h is  death  has n o t only ta s te d  
death  f o r  a l l  men bu t has , i n  en terin g  h is  in h e ri tan c e , ob­
ta in e d .a n  In h erita n ce  fo r  th e  people of Sod, th e  Pilg rim  
Church. C h r is t f u l f i l s  th e  language of th e  psalm because he  
i s  th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  humanity. How th e re  i s  hope t s -  
cauae " the  r ig h t  man ( la )  on our a ide , th e  man of God's own 
c h o o s in g " .^  He a lone  has experienced th e  sovere ignty de­
creed  f o r  nan, Lut th e  le y  to  th e  joy  of heaven, th e  eover- 
e ig a ty  over a l l  th in g s  nay no t to  be eegy, i t  was to  be a 
narrow and a  d i f f i c u l t  Bath2"1" bu t nhereae l a t a  Judaism con­
sid e red  t h i s  narrow , d i f f ic u l t  pa th  to  be th e  e a r th ly  l i f e  
liv e d  in  a  w orld of s in ,  th i s  pa th  way f o r  Jesue  went beyond 
ord inary  l i f e  to  su ffe r in g  and de ath . For t h i s  reason the 
cue who had by in h e ritan c e  a  more e x ce llen t name than  th e  
a n g e ls , and was i n  every re sp e c t so much b e t te r  than  they , 
had to  hr. made f o r  a short w hile lower than  th e  angels so 
t h a t  h e  might su f fe r  death , and ta s t e  i t  f c r  u s  a l l .

T h is  b rin g s u s  baoic to  th e  theme of our essays C hrist 
a s  " h e ir  o f a l l  t il in g s" . We saw i n  our study  o f  th e  con­
cep t o f  in h e ritan c e  th a t  th e  concept s  by no means wooden, 
b u t th a t  by fliaposeeseteg an o th er o f  h i s  p roperty  by fo rce  
one i s  s a id  a c tu a l ly  t o  in h e r i t  f ro n  him. By ta s t in g  of 
death  Jesus e n t i t l e d  him self t o  th e  in h e ritan c e  which had

20. M artin  l a t h e r .  "S in  P este  B'irg".
21. Somewhat l ik e  th e  narrow ' dangerous path  o f  th e  righ teous 
w ith  th e  heavenly c i ty  beyond. Of. Chapter SB m  th e  teach­
in g s  o f  th e  BseulepJ-giaptia oa Inheritance ,



been e te rn a l ly  promised to  Mm, In  v ss . 1 0 - 2 8  th e  author 
t e l l s  how he, i a  In h e r i tin g  M e  poSsess-isos, le d  h is  b ro thers 
t o  g lo rio u s freedom from S a ta n 's  t h r a l l ,  who to  h is  tu rn  was 
dispossessed  and su ffe red  dep riv a tio n  because C h r is t by t a s t ­
i n t  death  f o r  a l l  men en tered  in to  h is  in h e ritan c e ,

A. P e rfe c t through  S u fferin g s!

In  Hebr. 2 : 10 th e  " leader"22 o f  th e  People o f  God i s  
made p e rfe c t through su ffe r in g s . God u ses su ffe r in g  a s  a  
means of b ring ing  t h i s  " lea d e r" , H is Son to  p e rfe o t ia i.  
AYaYOVTa ^  irg re s s iv e  a o r i s t ,  #hioh means th a t  a t  the  
p rec ise  moment th a t  God began to  b ring  th e  Sees to  g lo ry , he 
pe rfec te d  th e  Son through su ffe r in g s . She tim e a t  which t h i s  
took  p lace  can only be a t  Je su s ' death when th e  way roe  open­
ed by th e  new Joshua, Jesue  C h r is t who le d  th e  way ever the  
JoLdftn of su ffe r in g  and death .

The au th o r  o f  Hebreve seems to  be in fluenced  in  h is  aon~ 
Oept o f a  " leader"  by th e  book o f  Joshua. Bi Jo sh . 5 : 14f 
me a re  confronted by an angel o r heavenly man who c a lle d  him­
s e l f  "cap ta in  of th e  army of th e  lo r d " , reminding Joshua th a t  
th e  b a t t le  i s  Yahweh1 s and th a t  th e  I s r a e l i te s  w i l l  see the 
arm ies o f  heaven f ig h t in g  f o r  them in  a  remarkable way to  
b r in g  them in to  t h e i r  promised in h e ri tan c e , Joshua was only 
th e  e a r th ly  symbol o f  th a t  heavenly le ad e r. In  th e  same 
way a  heavenly " lead er” was needed tn  b ring  th e  Righteous Ones 
‘of th e  new covenant in to  t h e i r  promised r e s t .  He sp e c ia lly  
dem onstrated Sod 's power in  h is  su ffe r in g  and d e a t h , S u f ­
fe r in g  and death  b r in g  th e  h e ir  t c  M s  inh e ritan c e  and the  
same type  o f  s e l f  d e n ia l b rings th e  same p riv ile g e  to  th e  re ­

deemed ones.

She in te r p re ta t io n  of th e  phrase  " p e rfe c t through suf­
fe r in g s"  p rese n ts  u s  w ith  a  problem because i t  appears t o  be

22. C f. Ch. 3 B o f  t h i s  paper f o r  a  sp e c ia l study of apX'lY0 ^  
"leader"..
23. Spicq I I ,  p .59 .



r.

:

In  d ir e c t  v a riance  w ith o the r NT. paeaagea wblch e x a lt the  
p e rfec tio n s  o f  Cbri-et.2* T his i e  um eceeaaijr I f  we in te r ­
p r e t  th a  pe rfec te d  Son o f  Hebr, 2 : 10 ami 5 : 8 f  in  the  
l i g h t  Of S a l. 4 : 1 - 7  (mm):

"This I s  what I  meanv so leng  a s  th e  h e ir  i s  a  minor, 
h e  i a  no b e t te r  o f f  them a  s la v e , eren  though th e  vftiole es­
t a t e  i e  h i s ;  he l a  under guardians and tr u s te e s  u n t i l  the  
d a te  f ix e d  by h i s  f a th e r .  Ana so i t  m s  w ith  us. During 
our m inority  we were slavee  t o  t t f i  elem ental s p i r i t s  o f th e  
un iv e rse , but 't/hen th e  term was completed, Sod sen t h is  own 
8on, bom  o f  a  woman, bom  under th e  law , to  purchase freedom 
f o r  th e  su b je c ts  o f th e  law, i n  o rder th a t  we might a tta in , 
th e  s ta tu s  o f  sons.

To prove t  y t you a re  sons. Sod has sen t in to  our h earts; 
th e  S p i r i t  o f  h ie  Sen, cry ing  'Abbal B a th e r:' You a re  
th e re fo re  so  longe r a  s lave  bu t a  eon, and i t  a  son, thee  a-V 

so by G ad's own a c t  an h e ir" .

P au l i s  showing i a  t h i s  passage th a t  . - - l e  th e  law  had 
value  f o r  th e  o ld  d ispensa tion , i t  was no lo tg e r  needed in  th e  
aesr. Kbea one e n te rs  tho  new d ispensa tion  by conversion. We 
e n te rs  th e  l i f e  o f  th e  S p i r i t .  G alatian s i s  & commentary on . 
th e  s p i r i tu a l  L ife  which i s  I n f in i te ly  superio r t o  th e  o ld  
le g a l i s t i c  l i f e  w ithout th e  S p i r i t .  In  th e  same nay ae  the  
au th o r o f Hebrews w r i te j  th a t  C h ris t d ied  to  s e t  men f re e  
from th e  power end tb s  f e a r  o f  death*'"’ so u i  W uatiane C hris t 
d ied  to  s e t  man f re e  from th e  cu rse  o f  th e  law .^6 Hot th a t  
Pau l considered th e  law to  co n ta in  u n tru th  o r  n o t to  qu a lify

24, I I  Cor. 5 : 21; Jn . 8  I 46.
25. Cf. P au l, I  Cor. 15 i t  m s  C h r is t 's  r s su r ro o tic a  which 
s e ts  men f re e  from f e a r  o f  death . Those a re  n o t c o n tra d ic t 
t o iy  because th e  p rim itiv e  churoh regarded th e  c ru c if ix io n  
end re su r re c tio n  a s  be longing to g e th e r  i n  cue d iv ine  a c t  o f 
redemption.
26 . tial, 5 : 13-



a e  re v e la t io n  of Uoa'e w i l l .  He poses th e  questions "ivies 
th e  Ian , th e n , c o n tra d ic t th e  promisee? Bo n e ra z i11̂  In ­
deed M s  whole teach ing  nes th a t  th e  l i f e  i n  th e  s p i r i t  in -  
clodes and in f in i t e ly  exceeds in  righ teousness th e  l i f e  under 
th e  law .

He g iv e s  tiro i l l u s t r a t i o n s  from H e lle n is tic  lew and ous- 
tcro o f  v*a t he  neaa t by saying th e  lav  mas a  temporary 
m tusure.

1 . S a l .  3 s 15 -  18.  The purpose o f  th is  po rtio n  i e  to  
po in t out th a t  a  man’ a w i l l  and te s ta m e n t^  onoe .jade i s  i r — • 
revoeable  w ith  no c o d ic ils  o r  a d d itio n a l c on trrd io tozy  o r  in -  
v a lid a to ry  n o te s  being le g a l ly  a ccep tab le . Hot such more 
sure  i e  th e  promise and testam ent which Sod made to  Abraham?^ 
I t  I s  im portant t o  no te  th e t  th e  covenant o f th e  OT. rate a l ­
ways a  one s id e d , G od-centred z ia n t ;  r a th e r  than  a  m itual 
agreement between Sod and m ar. T his corresponds w ith  the 
covenant idea  o f  n ’ 13 in  wMcfc a  more favoured person 
would make a covenant w ith  cmo who i s  le s s  favoured,^0 Thus 
th e  covenant I s  e s tab l ish ed  and su re ; no t because of human 
m e ri t , bu t because o f  d iv ine  a n tlc n  and d iv ine  grace . I t  i s  
dependent on God and on God a lo n e ; For th i s  reason, th e  cen­
t r a l  theme of G elations i s  g race , God's un a e rite d  favour i s  
bestowed on human beings, n o t because o f  th e i r  worth bu t be­
cause of M s  d e s ire  to  show mercy*. Baul i s  r e fe r r in g  to  
th e  promise pronounced to  Abraham and M s  " issue"  (o r "seed").

27. G al. 3 = 21.
3b. The re fe ren c e  was to  a  m utual arrangement, a  se ttlem en t' 
drawn up and le g a l ly  i n  fo rc e . l a t e r  i t  came to  mean " la s t  
w i l l  and te stam en t" . H.ff. Bidder bos, S t .  P a u l 's  E p is tle  to  
th e  Churches o f  G a la tia . Grand R apids, 1955, pp .l30 f.
29. Of. E . de W. Burton, op. - i t , , pp .lT S ff,
30.  Josh. 9 s 6 , 15} I  Sam. 1 1 : 3 ;  Ezek. 17 : 13. O f., 
a ls o  th e  H l t t i t e  covenants, an a n a ly s is  of which i s  given in  
Mendenhall, a r t .  Covenant. (IBB l ) ,  ? p .714-723,



E his promise ires made an more than  cue o o o a e ia a .^  Paul 
ta k es  pa in s to  p o in t out th a t  th e  word used was 11 seed'r ( sing , 
and n o t p lu r a l ) .  T h is means th a t  a l l  of Abraham’ a o ffsp ring  
ware n o t inc luded  in  th e  promise, but w e  ob jec t o f  th e  pro­
m ise m s  Intended . The person f o r  whom th e  rrcraise vns In ­
tended  was C h r is t .  ̂  I t  nan in tended f o r  Mm an th e  ances­
t o r  o f  th e  s p i r i tu a l  I s r a e l  r a th e r  than  f o r  Isaac  a s  th e  an­
c e s to r  of I s r a e l  "accord ing  to  th e  f le s h " . To fu r th e r  h is  
argument he p roceeds to  aay (vs. 17): "What I  am saying i s
t h i s :  a  te s tam en t, o r  covenant, had a lre ad y  been v a lid a ted
by Sodf i t  oam o t be Im-BH datad, and i t s  promises rendered 
in e ffe c t iv e , by a  law rode  fo u r  hundred and th i r t y  years  
l a t e r " .  S a u l 's  argument i s  th a t  Sod 's promiiie tn  Abraham 
was th e  permanent covenant., and th e  le g a l  covenant w ith 
Mesas was a  tem pcraiy atop-@.p because of th e  s p i r i tu a l  Im­
m atu rity  o f  th e  people o f  Sod.
2 , P au l proceeds to  i l l u s t r a t e  the temporary nature  of th e  
law  from a  household custom in  Greek so c ie ty . He lik e n *  lihe

51. Sen, 12 : 7  "CTnto th y  seed w il l  I  give  t h i s  land".
13 : 15 "For th e  land  which thou  s e e s t ,  to  thee  e d l l  I  give 
I t ,  and to  th y  seed t o r  e v e r" . 17 s 7 "And I  t r i l l  e s ta ­
b l is h  my covenant between me and thee  and th y  seed a f t e r  thee 
in  th e i r  genera tions f o r  an  e v e r la s tin g s  covenant, to  be a  Sod 
un to  th e o . and to  th y  seed a f t e r  th e e " . (Also 22 i IB;
24 : 7 ) .
32. Burton, op. c i t . ,  p p .IB lf , i ln d s  i t  Inconceivable th a t 
P au l could have meant only C h r is t .  He takes C h ris t to  mean 
th e  re p re se n ta tiv e  o f  th e  s p i r i tu a l  i&cej I s ia e l ,  th e  house­
h o ld  of f a i t h  used in  a  c o lle c tiv e  sense . I t  i s  t ru e  th a t 
"seed" i s  norm ally used In  th e  s in g u la r  in  a  c o lle c tiv e  sense 
i n  th e  01. bu t th e  au th o r  o f G enesis might w ell have in tended 
th e  a<*giinT- t o  d if f e r e n t i a te  between Isaac  and lefm ael.
What Pau l would then  be saying i s :  no t Isaa c  the  ancesto r
o f  th e  p h y s ic a l I s r a e l  i.e th e  o b je c t o f th e  promise but 
C h r is t th e  a n ce s to r  of «he s p i r i t u a l  I s r a e l .  ffsr i l l u s t r a ­
t io n s  from H e lle n is tio  and Jew ish Sources c f .  A. Qepke, Der 
B r ie f  dos Pau lus an d ie  G a la te r. B e r lin . 1957, pp.76ff- 
Aleo B ille rb e o k  H I ,  an.54.5ff and a .  Q jh lie r , up. c i t . ,  
o p .y i t f .  Of. a ls o  Oh. 4 A o f  th i c  enquiry i a  which Gal.
5  i 15 -  29 i s  d e a l t  w ith  i a  g r e a te r  d e ta i l .



th a  law to  a  " tu to r  l a  charge" (Gr. nacdoyw^QC under whose 
c lo se  guard iansh ip  th e  people o f Bod were before  the  advent 
and death  o f  t,h r  1 s t .  ( i t  was given  ty  God through th e  me­
d ia t io n  of angels  to  Bake s in  a le g a l o ffence (vs. 19 )).
The in te r p re ta t io n  o f  th e  word nccu ba.y<iiyo cBaa caused, d la -  
s so t amongst sc h o la rs . There a re  two in tu rp rv ^a lf itn e  
( a )  The in te rp re ta t io n  of th e  law a s  a " tu to r  a tten d an t 
upon minor boys1' . ^  The law was a "school n e a te r" . "In 
t r a in in g  a c h ild ,  th e  o b je c t I s  to  prepare  him, by th e  in ­
s tru c t io n s  o f  childhood, f o r  n a tu re r  y e a rs . The comparison 
a p p lie s  i n  both re sp e c ts  to  tfce law, f o r  i t s  a u th o ri ty  mas 
l im ite d  to  a  p a r t ic u la r  age , and i t s  whole ob jec t was to  pre- '' 
pare  i t s  scho lars  i n  such a  manner, th a t  when i t s  elemenfcaiy 
in s t ru c t io n s  were c lo sed , they  aright s s if t  p rog ress worthy c&j 
a en h o o d " .^  S c h la tte r  lo llow a t h i s  l in e  o f thinking! "Bern 
Genets sind  w ir u n t e r e t e l l t .  b is  O hristu s kram t, damlt uns 
d ie  ffereohti'^  k e i t  fladuroh zuerkannt werde, dass w ir glaubea 
. . . .  Das Oeseta l e t  der la u t  redende Zeugo unse re r Slind- 
h a f t i s k e i t " .55 Burton d o e sn 't d eal w ith  th e  question  but 
sees Paul a s  sim ply d if f e r e n t ia t in g  between th e  time before 
C h r is t (th e  tim e o f  th e  law) and th e  pe riod  follow ing the  
g i f t  of C h ris t ( th e  tim e of jr a c a )  w ithout seeing any p a r t i ­
c u la r  s itp i-fioance  in  th e  use o f  th e  word except th a t  i t  has 
no th ing  to  do w ith  moral e d u c a t io n .^
(b \ The oecond in te r p re ta t io n  i s  th a t  adopted by th e  s a jo r i -  
t y  o f modern in t e r p r e t e r s .^  A ccording to  t h i s  th e  term  
mesas a  " slave  a tte n d a n t, cuatod ian , guide". The l i t e r a l  
meaning lE /'ch ild -leadar" . Be was a man (u sually  a  s lave) A o

33. Ridder=)0B, p .145, mentions t h i s  po in t o f  view a r t t i m l l y  
"The tu to r  designated  in  th e  passage was no t a  te ac h er bu t .a 
governor of boys during  th e  pe riod  of th e i r  imm aturity".
34. C f. J .  C a lv in  C m m entariea, G ala tian s and Ephesians. 
Grand Rapids, 1543, pp.lD Vt.
35. B riauterungen aua neuen T as taaen t. S tu t tg a r t ,  1921, 
p p .6 9 f. A lso A. a ikg ren  a r t , C ustodian, (IDB I ) , pp .75I t .
36. Op. c i t . , p .182.
37. O f. S c h lie r , op. c i t . ,  2$. 12511} Qepke, op. c i t . ,
pp .SS ff who c i t e s  numerous examples to  prove h i s  p o in t.



was employed to  perform only one duty sod th a t  was to  con­
duct th e  boy o r  th e  youth t o  and from school sad  to  d ire c t 
ana be resp o n sib le  f o r  h i s  conduct in  ge n e ra l. He m a  no t 
a  teacher.^®  A d e f in i te  d if fe ren c e  m s  made in  H e l le n is tic  . 
w ri tin g s  between a T tai6aYu Y°S and a  6u6affxaXO(; (teache r), 
iVhen th e  young man came of a g e , u s ia l ly  about s ix tee n  y e ars , 
th e  o ffice s , o f  th e  Ttai SaYwyoc were no longer needed and 
were dispensed w ith , They were normal l y  coarse men who 
were appoin ted  to  do th i s  job  because th e y  could do no th ing  
e ls e ,  'they were h a rd  end In c lin ed  to  c ru e lty  so th a t  th o  
te im  Tiat. Gaywyoq came to  have a  bad meaning in  l a t e r  yeaM , 
R tu l ev alu a tes  the  law  th e re fo re  ae  a  " slave  a tten d a n t" .
Thus in  th e  prev ious ve rse  he d e scrib  th e  p re-C h ris tian  
Jews a s  being "c lo se  p riso n e rs  in  th e  custody of th e  law".
He sees th e  la ir no t a s  a te ac h er but a s  a  means " f  reprimand 
and punishment. $he " slav e  a tten d a n t"  o r  "custod ian" i s  in  
charge o f  nankind u n t i l  i t s  members a re  j u s t i f i e d  by f a i t h .  
"Sow th a t  f a i t h  h as come, th e  t u t o r 's  charge i s  a t  an end"t° 
Those y  i  have exero isea  t h i s  f a i t h  a re  sens o f God "by f a i t h  
i n  C h ris t Jesus" (v s . 26). At baptism  they  t e s t i f y  t o  the  
f a c t  th a t  they  have put m  C h ris t and have been w ilted  i a  
him. For t h i s  reason  a l l  those  who a re  sons o f  God a re  
h e i r s  in  him of th e  promise which th e  t e th e r  made to  Abraham 
because in  C h r is t tfc&y a ie  Abraham1 s  " issu e "  (o r " seed")- 
Thus C h r is t ia n s  f e l l  under th e  f i r s t  o r  th e  e ta r tia l covenant 
While those  l iv in g  under th e  law belong to  th e  eeoozWry or 

tem poiaiy one.

Bidder bos,  op. c i t . ,  who fo llow s Qepke, p. 146 and Bauer, o p ,. 
c i t . ,  p .608.
38. D esp ite  th e  meaning o f  th e  E ng lish  d e riv a tiv e , "pedagof- 
gue" c f .  Think and T /agnall's  D ic tionary  lo c . a i t . ,  -'An i n -  " 
e tru c to r  o f young people".
39. For th e  l i t e r a t u r e  in  H e l le n is t ic  '- .V to g s  o f. Ofepfce, 
op. c i t . ,  ecp . pp.87f( Bauer, op. u x u ., p.608 and Bidaerbog, 
Op. o i t . ,  p .146.
40. Qal. 5  i 25.



Paul con tinues w ith h is  second i l l u s t r a t i o n  i n  C hatter 
4  v a s . 1 - 7 .  Be p o in ts  out th a t  th e  son o f  th e  house be­
fo re  he comes of age i s  no b e t te r  than  a  s la v e . Even th a tch  
he i s  an h e i r ,  a s  a l l  sons a re  h e i r s ,  even though ha knows 
th a t  th e  vihole e s ta te  w il l  u ltim a te ly  be h is ,  he i s  no t fre e  
t o  do a s  he p le ase s . He I s  p laced  under guardians** and 
under house stewards*^ who have a u th o ri ty  over him u n t i l  the  
appointed day s h a ll a r r iv e .4"*

Paul lik e n s  C h ris tian a  t o  t h i s  h y p o th e tic a l h e ir  (vss.
3 -  ? ) .  They were minors, In  bondage, w ith  a l l  the  " e le­
m ental s p i r i t s  o f  th e  universe" (EEB, Greek eft o i a )
te .lng  th e i r  su p e rio rs . But these  angulic  beings through, 
whom th e  law nas mediated se re  given  temporary a u th o ri ty  over 
God’s  people. God’ s  tim e came. I h s i r  term  hbb completed

41. A fa? x ly  e lev a ted  p o s it io n  in  the  household c f .  I I  Macc.
11 i 1 ; 13 i 2 and 14 i 2 . I f  s in s  m e  th e  k in g 's  guardian" 
and appears to  have exerc ised  some a u th o ri ty .
42. The manager of i  man1s  p roperty  o f. Tha u n ju s t steward 
o f  He. 16 : 1 , 3.
43. The two abovementisncd se rv an ts  were b e sid es th e  "cus­
tod ian"  i . e .  a l l  th e  se rv an ts  o f  th e  houst were h is  supe rio rs .
44. Bauer, op. o i t . ,  p.'/76 re p o r ts  on th e  controversy which 
surrounds The in te r p re ta t io n  of th e  word <5"Cou x e i  a ■ So
a lso  does B urtcn , op. o i t . ,  pp .510-518. I t  i s  in te rp re te d  
a s  follow s; 1 . Burton a rd  Scods-peed -  elementary forms of 
r e l ig io n , Jewish and G en tile , which have been ruperaeded by 
th e  new re v e la t io n  in  C h r is t .  <?. S ib e l iu s . W. Bauer -  the  
re fe ren c e  i s  to  th e  e lem ental s p i r i t s  which th e  sy n o re t is tic  
r e l ig io u s  tendenc ies  of l a t e r  a n t iq u ity  a sso c ia te d  w ith  the  
ph y sica l elem ents. Thus 3c th e  Hermetic l i t e r a t u r e  in  
Hopi) H cogov i a  Stobaeus ed. 0 . Wachanuth and 0 . Heuse, 
Vca. I ,  p .409 th e  o ~ c o ix c io  : f i r e ,  a i r ,  w ater, earth
complain t o  th e  god who i s  over a l l .  Taken in  th e  context 
o f  G al. 3 t 23 i t  i s  c le a r  th a t  th e  reference  i s  to  th e  law 
and th e re fo re  tc  a: superseded r e l ig io n . Paul c e r ta in ly  down­
graded th e  va lue  o f  th e  law by comparison w ith  i t s  in f la te d  
p o s it io n  in  P h a r isa ic  Judaism but i t  i s  exceedingly doubtful 
w hether he would a s so c ia te  i t  w ith  th e  elem enta l s p i r i t s  of 
Greek mythology. Otherwise he would be f l a t l y  con trad ic tin g  
Horn. 7 : ^ "except through law I  should never have been ac­
qua in ted  w ith  s in  . . . .  T herefore  th e  law i s  i n  i t s e l f  ho ly , 
and th e  commandment i s  ho ly  and ju s t  and good". l a  Greek 
mythology th e  atOL XEU a  were th e  gods a sso c ia te d  w ith  the  
e lem ents. The Jews c a lle d  such s p i r i tu a l  fo rc e s  "ange ls" .
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and Cod sen t h i s  Son bom  under law to  redeem those Mho were 
sub jec t to  i t  t o  b r in g  them to  t h e i r  in tended s ta tu e  o f  son- 
ship.*® C h ris t ian a  have received  the  S p i r i t  which g ives them 
th e  aeauience of t h e i r  adoption  and a re  th e re fo re  no t s laves 
bu t sons. Because they  a re  sons they  a re  h e irs .

Cimparieon of d a la tla n e  4 : 1 - 7  w ith  Hebrews 2 i 10' 
and 5 ! 1 -  10._________________________ ______________ _

sVhat we have considered above throws oonsideroble l ig h t  
on to  th e  meaning of Sod making " the  le a d e r  who d e liv e rs  them . 
p e rfe c t through su ffe r in g s" . I n  th e  con tac t 11p e rfec t"  c e r­
ta in ly  do e sn 't imply moral p e rfec tio n  in  th e  H e llen is tic  
sense.*6 Bruce r a i s e s  th e  question  in  h is  commentary:
" I f  th e  Son of G»d i s  th e  effulgence c f  H is F a th e r 's  glory  
and th e  very  im press o f His be ing, how can he be thought of 
a s  f a l l in g  sh o r t o f  perfac tion"?*^  I f  t h i s  were so i t  would 
c o n tra d ic t what our w ri te r  has sa id  i n  4 i 15 where Jesus i s  
described  a s  being one who "because of n is  likeness to  u s , 
has been tempted every way, o ily  w ithout s in " ; o r where he 
compares th e  s in l e s s  C h ris t who d id  no t need to  s a c r if ic e  fo r  
h i s  own sin e  w ith  th e  e a r th ly , im perfect, s in f u l  h igh  p r ie s t

I t  wee angels  who mediated th e  law  of Hoses. Therefore a 
stro n g  p o s s ib i l i ty  e x is ts  th a t  th e  c rto i x s i  a  he re  r e fe r re d  
t c  a re  th e  a n g e lic  beings of S a l.  5 : 19f who mediated th e

45. Hote th e  s im ila r i ty  o f  theme between S a l. 4 i 4 and Hebr. 
2 : 14 ff: in  G a la tia n s C h r is t i s  boro under th e  law to  se t 
h i s  people f re e  from i t s  cu rse  i . e .  d e a th , w hile i d  Hebrew# 
he sha res  th e  weakness o f  f le s h  and blocS so  th a t  he might ■' 
bedeme a  f a i t h f u l  High P r ie s t  thereby  s e t t in g  h is  people
f re e  from th e  f e a r  o f  death  and bondage to  Satan.

46. A ri s to t le  i n  M etaphysics V, 16 de fin e s a  th in g  e s  per­
f e c t  when i t  " lac k s  nothing in  re sp e c t o f  goodness o r  excel­
lence" and"cannot be surpassed i n  i t s  k ind" . Therefore 
p e rfec tio n  i s  an id e a l  condition  never a c tu a l ly  re a l is e d  in  
t h i s  im perfect w orld.
47. Op. o i t . ,  p .43.



of th e  old covenant who bad to  s a c r if ic e  f o r  M s oem Bins 
f i r s t  and then  f o r  th e  s in e  of the  people,*8

M ichel p resen ts  an  in te r p re ta t io n  of th e  word group 
t e X e io i ;  in  h is  oommeaitary.*® T his in te rp re ta t io n , which 
i a  n o t wholly s a t is f a c to r y  i s  a s  fo llow s; C h ris t a s  the  
P a th fin d e r ( itp o S p o y o c  in  6 : 20) and Author of aalvateUei 
f o m o s  au rtT ipua t i n  5 : 9) fo llow s th e  way of "aaeompllsh- 
ment o r  pe rfec tio n "  (Vollendung) o r  o u ltio  "cm seoia ticai" 
(VTeihe). As San o f  Han and High P r ie s t  h a  nee "perfected” 
o r  "om secrated"  by h ia  su ffe r in g  and e x a lta tio n , a s  a  r e s u l t  
o f which he oan " p e rfe c t"  and "consecrate” o th e rs . to e  p e r­
fec ted  p e rfe c ts  o th e rs  and the  ooneecisted  oonsecrates o the rs . 
I n  th is  sense M ichel says th a t  epXT)Y°C has a  atrcaag B el- 
l e n ia t io  f lav o u rin g . He b e liev e s  i t  to  be meant i n  a  p r ie s t­
l y  s a c ra l sense . He regard  th e  c onsidera tion  o f  a l l  o ther 
comparative m a te r ia l a s  being u n f ru i tfu l ,  whether yviiWl Cj 
th e  ECC or Jew ish H e lls r is tl .c  l i t e r a t u r e .

Ke proposes s ix  reasons f a r  t h i s  view  po in t:
1 , In  h is  death  C h ris t experienced tiie  f i n a l  and p e rfec t 
o rd in a t io n  to  th e  p riesthood  ( re fe r r in g  to  lu te  13 : 22 a l ­
though i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  see  how t h i s  can be th e  meaning of 
veX eiO V tiai i n  th e  Itican c o n tex t) . Ihrough him b e liev e rs  
a re  made p e rfe c t and a re  c m eeo ra ted  so th a t  they  d g h t  be 
unitefl ( to .  17 ! 23 ). This p e rfe c t o tn se c ra tio a  ia  a  work

2 , The "being made p e rfe c t-1 i s  e t  '/-e  and th e  same time a

48. Hebr. 9 e 28 does no t imply s in fu ln e ss  in  C h r is t .  In  
h is  f i r s t  coning O hria t nan th e  " s in  bearer" 9 > 26$ of* J“ .
1 i 37 o r  I I  Cox-, 5 : 21 AV "He h a th  made h ia  to  be s in  fo r  
ua who knew no s in ,  th a t  we might be made the  righ teousness 
o f  Sod In  Mm". I n  h i s  second coming he t i l l  retu i-n  aa  l ie  
Son of God in  power, c f .  9 : 28b NEBi he " M U  appear a 
oecond tim e, s in  done away, to  b r in g  sa lv atio n  to  those  *&o 
a re  watoMng f o r  Sim". Of. Spicil, op. o i t . .  V ol. I ,  P.2B2.

49. Op. o i t . ,  pp ,76f.



’'c onsecration  of h im self" ( c f .  Jn . 17 t 19; Hebr. 2 t l l ) ,  
end a  prayer th a t  Sod w i l l  consec ra te  th e  d isc ip le s  (Jn . 17 •
16) so th a t  even tfloy wi l l  tie s a n c ti f ie d  ( jn , 17 j  19).
Thus th e re  i s  a  remarkable connection between -ceXet.ouv and 
&yi.a2ei-V ( o f .  Hebr. 2  : lO f and 10 : 24- where bo th  term s 
a re  used w ith in  th e  sane oontext)'.
3 . Thle f i n a l  cansecraticsi i s  a t  th e  same t i n e  a  g lo r if i .-  
o a tio n . (Jn . 2 t  23 , 28; 13 r 31*; 17 : 5 ) .  God g lo r i­
f i e s  both th e  Son and th e  sons ( jn .  17 : 10; Hebr. 2 : 10). 
T h is  i s  th e  reason  f o r  th e  appearance of th e  word &o£a in  
Hebr. 2 : 7 , 9 ,  10.
4 . $hus th e re  I s  a  s im ila r i ty  between th e  fa rew e ll speeches - 
of Jo h n 's  gospel and Hebrews w ith  regard  to  th s  usage of 
le X e io v c S tu . , k y i  qC eaS at and 6o^(’ C eo5o i. Michel  
b e liev es th a t  in  bo th  in s tan o e s  th e  O rio n ta l-H e llen is tlo  dec- 
t r i n e  o f  th e  redeeaar i s  '-a fe rre d . Cr j y  th e  cue who em se-  
o ra ts a  h im se lf , oonaacra tes . Only th e  pe rfec ted  p e rfec ts
and only th e  g lo r if ie d  provides th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  g lo ry . .
The H e l le n is t io - s a c ia l  h i s to ry  of th e  word te X e iO W  i s  
th e re fo re  very  o ld , and p re -C h r is tian  in  o r ig in .
5 .  m  th e  OT. th e  p r ie s ts  wore consecra ted  by f i l l i n g  th e i r  
hands Tilth s a o r i f io i a l  g i f t s  (tixo i. 2 9 ff; Lev. 4 * 5f 8 :
33; 16 :  33). O ccasionally th e  word f o r  " f i l l in g "  i s  tr a n s ­
l a te d  -ceXELOUV - ta c  XEt-paC by th e  I2X. H ichel ocn- 
s ld e r s  t h i s  a s  p roo f th a t  i n  H ellenism  le X sv o u v  gradua lly  
go t th e  meaning o f  “to  consecra te"  a  p r ie s t ,  o r  'Ho oxds+n"
Vi<inr .  r e t  i t  i s  d oub tfu l w hether th e  te rn  i n  Hebrews oan be 
taken  in  t h i s  c u l t lc  senae.
6 . Ho a ttem p t to  g ive  -EeXEiouv a  Palsa tin lan-A rejca ic  . . 
ta ck e rc m d  has y e t BUOoended.

We a re  indebted  tc  M ichel foi- dem onstrating th e  remark­
a b le  ocameotion betwaea te X su o u v  and 6Y1-o C e l v i . e .  
between " p e rfe c tio n "  and "co a jeo ra tic n "  o r  "asm otifioB ticn11.  
H is  attem pt a t  yrovizig th e  a titiq u itiy  of -tiie oooeept IB unneoee- 
sa ry  s ine*  i t  i s  so s tro n g ly  p a is l le le f l  i n  bo th  Jo h n 's  Gospel 

and Heterewa.
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M m tefiare^0 on th e  o th e r  hand in te r p re ts  "perfect, 
through  su ffe rin g s"  i n  te rn s  o f  " th e  f u l l  development 
Je su s ' h tttan c h a rac te r  i n  response to  h i s  In tense  m attering"; 
and he concludea th a t  Je su s’ response to  su ffe rin g  "completed 
h i s  iroric of s a lv a t im " .

The only nay to  reso lv e  t h i s  problem i e  to  study th e  con­
cep t in . th e  B ib l ic a l  and l a t e  Jew ish w ri tin g s . The Hebrew 
word f o r  p e rfec tio n  or t f \ e i o < ;  i s  nun . I n  i t s  ap - 

ptoxtinately90 appearances in  th e  OT. ,  about m e  h a lf  r e f e r  to  
th e  requirem ent th a t  a n im ls  be "unblemished" when teou^rb to  
s a c r if ic e ,

When used of men th e  words " u p ri^ it"  o r  "blam eless" a re . 
a  b e t te r  t i a c s l a t i o a  than  " p e r fe c t" .  Only when used o f  Sod 
may "p erfe c t"  be used i n  i t s  s t r i c t e s t  s e n s e .^  The word 
meant "whole, e n t ir e ,  som d" .^ 2

I n  Qumran th e  term  i s  used 32 t im e s ,^  m ostly  in  th e  
Manual o f D isc ip lin e  ( la x )  and in  the  Z adokite Document (7X). 
I n  th e  Mrnual o f D isc ip lin e  i t  i s  used c h ie f ly  to  describe 
th e  pe r fec tio n  o f  th e  men who belong to  th e  S ec t. They a re  
described  a s  those  who "walk blam elessly" ( l  s 8 ; 2  t 2) o r  
a re  "blam eless" (3 : 3) th e  th re e  p r i e s t s  were those  who were 
" p e rfe c t"  (G aste r p .64 "schooled to  p e rfec tio n " )  in  a l l  th a t  
has been revealed  in  th e  e n t ir e  law. They were to  p rac tise  
t r u th ,  r igh teousness , ju s t ic e ,  c h a r ity ,  hu m ility , e to . (8 s 
I f f )  th u s mnv-ing them a  household o f  p e r f e c t im  (,|in teg rity*1 
G aster) i a  8  : S. There appears t o  have been a sp e c ia l de­
g ree  to  which men were adm itted , c a l le d  th e  o rd e r  o f  men 
o f  p e rfe c t h o lin e ss"  (6 : 2ftf{ 9 ( 6 ) .  The mAfd can a lso

50 . Op. <$Jt., p .61 c f .  a ls v  J .  H ir in g , op. o i t . ,  pp.33 and

51. B.Y. O aopbell, a r t ,  P o r f e c t im . (H E  I I I ) ,  p .730.

58. Ib id ,
53. Of, Kuhn, Kontordana, p .234.



seen  " to  ocmplete" o f , 6 : 17 where I t  i s  used of a  ao rico  
com pleting a  y e a r. In  the  Zadokite Document i t  a lso  speaks 
o f  men "walking blam elessly1' ( l  s 21; 2 : 15) .  Thoaa were 
th e  cues to  idiom th e  covenant app lied  (7 1 5) ,  She inne r 
members o f  th e  S ea t were a ls o  c a lle d  th e  "men of p e rfec t h o li­
n ess"  o f  whom a  complete keeping of th e  la ir  was requ ired  
(20 1 2 ,  5 , 7 ) .

Yet when O hria t was c a lle d  the  le a d e r  vino had been made 
p e rfe c t through  su ffe rin g s  t h i s  was n o t meant in  a  ju r i s t i c  
o r  a  c u l t lc  sense  o f  consecrated p e rfec tio n  (o f. 1 QS I I I ,
21f ) ,  n o r  i n  th e  H e l le i i s t io ,  p r ie s t ly ,  s a c r a l  sense sugges­
te d  by Michel (though th lo  concept I s  n o t e n t ir e ly  ab sen t)„ 
B a ther does •teXet.OG mean something th a t  i s  " fu l lg rc m  or 
mature, having reached tiie appointed end of i t s  development1' ^  
and be cam ected  to  our oonsidexatlons ccocem lng the
term  " h e ir "  and "custodian" i n  P au l’s  e p is t le  to  th e  G alatians, 
Thus we a re  brought back again  to  Hebr, 1  1 2 , which i s  the  
t i t l e  o f  t h i s  paper -  O hriat a s  B e lr  o f  A l l  Things (Hebr, 1  > 
2 ) ,  How then  d id  C h ris t e n te r  th i s  inh e ritan c e?

As p a rt o f  M s sharing  in  th e  l i f e  o f  hi .v an ity  so th a t  
he might be a  f a i t h f u l  High P r i e s t ,  C h r is t m s  bom  a s  a  men, 
bom  "o f a  woman" w ith  human f r a i l t i e s ,  bom  under tiie la ir ’'1 
so th a t  he shared In  a l l  th e  im m aturity  and bondage of tiie 
o ld  d isp e n sa tio n . I n  h is  e a r th ly  l i f e  he  knew ha rdsh ip  as 
he id e n tif ie d  h im self  w ith  th e  l o t  of mankind in  every nay.
In  G-ethsemane, i n  th e  boating  and mocking and f in a l ly  i n  the  
su ffe r in g  of th e  o r u d f t r io n  he knew the  presence of th e  
n<H 6aYWY°C* Y et i t  was under th e  "oustodianahip" of suf­
fe r in g  and death  th a t he was brought to  "m atu rity " .  Hebr,
5 1 7 -  10 emphasises th is  v e ry  s tro n g ly .

54.  Campbell, op, o i t . ,  p .730j th ia  I s  more i n  l in e  m tb  
th e  in te r p re ta t io n  of U oateflo re . op, e l 'l l ,, p .61.
55, G al. 4  '■ 5,
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A fte r  r a f e r r in g  to  th e  hardsh ip  and agony of h i s  earth ­
ly  l i f e  In  Hebr.. 5 : 8 f ,  th e  re s u l ta n t  p e rfec tio n  (m aturity) 
o$ C h ris t i s  sharp ly  emphasised. C h r is t , "Sen though he was 
. . . . .  le arn ed  obeflxenoe in  th e  school o f su ffe r in g " . The 
curse  and th e  d is c ip lin e  o f  th e  law were h i s .  T h is a .iffe r-  
ing  under th e  law  was ‘h a t which brought him to  th e  f u l l  
m a tu rity  of being  th e  Sen of God and th e  H eir  o f  A ll  Things. 
Ag in  G ala tian s 4 : I f .  The h e i r 's  estate-" *as placed 
"under guardians and tr u s te e s  u n t i l  th e  date  f ix e d  "by h is  
f a th e r" ,  even though le g a l ly  the  whole e s ta te  bel onged to  
him, in  th e  case  o f  C h r is t " th e  date f ix e d  by h is  f a th e r"  
rets th e  l a s t  day of h is  su ffe r in g  death and th e  pangs of 
death  which would be th e  flay of h ie  e x a l ta t io n .^  T his was 
th e  day when Jesus th e  ''le ad e r"  was made mature through suf­
fe r in g s .  I t  was a ls o  th e  day when he en tered  in to  h i s  in ­
he ritan c e  and i t  «BS th e  day when he , onoe he was brought to  
th e  f u l l  m a tu rity  o f  th e  Son o f  Sod, "became th e  source of 
e te rn a l  s a lv a t io n  f o r  a l l  who obey him, Lamed by God high 
p r ie s t  in  th e  succession «f Melcbiafcdek".

B. Bv Sharing F lesh  and Blood w ith  Mankind;

The Sen bad to  share  f le s h  and blood w itti h i s  brothers# 
The in c a rn a t io n  m e  a  means by which he took  possession of 

h i s  in h e ri ta n c e .

In  Hebr. 2 i 11 we read! "For a  consecK_ting p r ie s t  
imd those  whom he ccn se cia te s  a re  a l l .  o f one stock"
The l a s t  phrase " a l l  o f  one stock" re q u ire s  exp lanation . I t  
means th a t  C h r is t and th e  C h ris t ia n s , th e  Son end th e  sons 
a re  a l l  a l ik e  members of th e  same fam ily , sharing  th e  same .

56. Of. Duke 13 : 32.
57. Hebr. 5 i 9 f .
56. "S anctify "  and "consecrate"  a re  both tr a n s la tio n s  of 
4yv aCw which can  a lso  mean " to  make h o ly , to  d ed ica te , 
t o  reverence and t o  p u r ify " . C f. Bauer, p p .8 f.



f le s h  acd blood, Aa f a r  a s  t h e i r  nmnanity l a  oonoemed th is  
u n ity  gtema no t fU'on Cod but from  Ada®, Althffcgb bom  o f  th e  
f le s h  ghrl.gt i s  f i t  th e  sane tim e "ho ly" , and baoimea th e  eane- 
t l f l e r  o f  th o se  * 0  a re  oonsecroted. By h ia  o ffe rin g  t h i s  
oonaearatlon l a  p e r f e c te d .^  Through th e  Inoam atJ.M  he was 
a b le  to  sha re  i t i  and aympathlae w ith  those  ensuring  su ffe ring  

-ana w ith  thoae  su b je c t to  temptation.® 0 Sploo suggests th a t  
£%, fcvoc Ttav-Cs^ ahculd be understood a long  vdth 
X apK i. S eou  (v s . 9).®^ in  t h i s  u # i t  O te is t, 1*0 eas  
pe rm itted  by S o d 's  grace  t o  t a s te  o f death  f o r  a l l  men, has., 
by t h i s  sane g rac ious g i f t  been made to  p a r tic ip a te  so  f u l ly  
in  humanity and in  human l i f e  th a t  he a c tu a lly  shares the  
same human a n ce s to r w ith  them.

He o i ta s  th re e  eo rip tu re e  to  prove h i s  po in t (v ss . 1 2 f f) .
(a) The f i r s t  i s  from a  psalm wnleh th e  f i r s t  oentuiy C hris­
tia n a  recognised tc  be m esaiaa ic. I t  i s  th e  same psalm which 
co n ta in s  C h r is t 's  cry o f  de sp air  "!4y God, my God, v,hy h ast 
thou  forsaken  me".®* From th e  ve ry  e a r l ie s t  tim es I n  th e  
p rim itiv e  church th e  lam ent, th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  toe  psalm, was 
used a s  a testimonium o f  th e  a ru o if ix iim  of O h rls t. I t  tBs 
worked in to  th e  f a b r ic  o f th e  passion  n a rra t iv e s !  e spec ia lly  
those  of Matthew and J o h n .^  Thus i t  was p e rfe c tly  n a tu ra l

39- 0 . gr-aokach, a r t .  TWHT I : r ,.U 3 .
60. 5hua 2 5 11 r«ifers to  C h r is t ' a humanity and no t t o  h ie  
sha ring  a  div ine  o r ig in  w ith th e  o th e r  acais. H is h u m ilia tlaa  
inc luded  h i s  complete id e n tif ic a t io n  w ith  mankind so th a t  ae
a  man he i s  a b le  t o  c a l l  o th e r  men b ro th e rs . This i s  sa id
a g a in s t Bruce, op. c i t . ,  p .44, n .64  and M ontefiore, op. c i t . ,
p .62. C f. Sp ies  I I ,  op. c i t . ,  pp .40f and Miohel, op. c i t . ,

61. Op. o i t . .  V ol. I I ,  p .41 .
62. P s . 22 t 1 . -  Oit." i n  H ebr, 2 : 12 i s  from  Ta. 22 1 22,
C f. Mk, 15 i 34$ M att. 27 « 46.
63« C f. C.H, Boddr A ccording to  th e  Scrip tures-, London,
1953, pp.97£: "She psalm a s  a  whole was c le a r ly  regarded
a s  a  source o f  te s tim o n ies  to  th e  passion  o f  C h ris t and His 
u ltim a te  trium ph, and probably from an e a r ly  da te , s ince  i t  
i s  woven in to  th e  te x tu re  o f  th e  E as sio a-o a rrtitlv e , and used 
in  w ritin g s  alm ost c e r ta in ly  independent o f  one ano ther" .
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932,
f o r  our au tho r to  uteuliae i t  to  sup p o rt b is  ea.ileBiology, 
th a t  th e  sano tlfie^ , men of th e  ohuroh a re  o a r l s t ’a  brottlers«
I n  wi^inlng Ssa to  th e  b ro th er hood o f  C hris* , i . e .  to  the 
church, he has received  tibea e e  p a r t  o f  M s to h e ritsn o e .
'fhna Je eu s , th e  Son o f  Man "has ja sa s d  th ro u ^ i death  to  g lo ry  
and u n iv e rsa l sovere ign ty  a s  re p re se n ta tiv e  head o f  a  re ­
deemed oantiad".® *
(b) Ocl th e  sorfiioe th e  nex i quotation® ^ "X w il l  keep my 
t r u s t  f ix ed  cn him" appears i r r e le v a n t .  Yet when we reed  
i t  i n  i t s  OT. nontex t we f in d  th a t  I t  e a n le s  i t s  relevance 
by im p l ic a t io n .^  I s a ia h  f in d s  th a t  h is  p ro ^ e c ie e  a re  n o t 
aooeptab le  e i th e r  to  th e  people o r  no t " e  k ing . So he se a ls  
these  propheoies an* g ives *hem to  h is  d is c ip le s  to  look  a f te r  
ao th a t  when they  a re  f u l f i l l e d  people w i l l  see  th a t  they  a re  
£rom God. J n  th e  msanwhile he sayai " I  vdU  w ait f o r  
Yahweh, th a t  h id e th  h ie  f ac e  from th e  house o£ Jacob , and I  
n i j j .  look  f o r  M s" , I n  th e  saae  way S o d 's  face  i s  hidden 
from  th e  righ teous s u f fe re r  in  Pa. 22, id e n tif ie d  by C hris­
t i a n  in te r p re te r s  a s  Jo stts. She p o in t -ts th a t  i f  I s a i a h ’s 
word (o f. ttsfcr. 1  s l )  was r e je c te d  by’ the  Jews of h i s  day ao 
r a s  th e  Son nho spoke God'a f i n a l  word to  non67 and i f  lo a iah  
was a b le  to  t r u s t  i n  Uod f o r  v in d ic a t io n  how much more was 

C h ris t .
( „ )  she n e s t  quo ta tion  i s  from  the  fo llow ing  v e rse  i n  I s a ia h . 
I t  i s  a  refftrtaoe  to  I s a ia h ’s fam ily , every member o f whom 
iu d  a  symbolic name. His ann name meant "Yahweh i s  sa lva­
t io n ” a rd  th e  names of h is  two sm s : Shearjaslmb "Remnant

O f. Be. 15 i  24, where th e  pa rtin g  o f  -Teous' garmaato among 
tin , s o ld ie r s  seems to  have bsen recogclseJ. from th e  beginning 
a s  a  fu lf ilm e n t o f  Bs. 22 « IB.
64. I b id . ,  p .20 .
65 . l e a .  8  : 17(b) (K X ; She A nerioon Hevised T are ica  reads: 
“I  w i l l  lo o k  f o r  h ir f '.
6 6 . C f. Dodd, op. o i t . ,  p .126: "Zhese sec tio n s were im & as 
s tood  aa  w holes, and p a r t ic u la r  v a rse s  o r  sentences were 
quoted from  them r a th e r  aa  p o in te rs  to  th e  whole co n tex t than 
a s  c o n s titu t in g  te s tim o n ies  in  a rd  f o r  themselves . . .  i n  th e  
fundam ental passages i t  i a  th e  whole con tex t th a t  i s  i n  view, 
and i s  th e  ‘•aais o f  th s  a zg u sse t" .
67 . O t. th e  pa rab le  o r  th e  wicked hushanamen Mfc. 12 : 1-.12.



w i l l  r e tu rn '1 and MaheZ'Bhalalhaahbaz "Hasten booty, epeed 
sp o il"  i l l u s t r a te d  h is  message®8 and h is  b e l ie f  th a t  what 
God had spoken would su re ly  come to  pass.

She C h ris t ia n s  were confiden t th a t  Sod tied v ind icated  
Jesus i a  h ie  e x a lta tio n . But th io  was something which had 
been revealed  m ly  to  b e lie v e rs . Thua Sod r e l i e d  on people 
t o  w itness to  t h i s  t r u th  to  a l l  men a s  Isa ia h  depended on h ie  
eons by th e i r  very names to  bear w itness to  th e  t r u th  of h is  
prophecy.69

Bote th a t  our au th o r uses va rio u s i l lu a tr a t i r m s  to  prove 
th e  po in t a t  hand. He i s  n e t too  concerned th a t  these  i l ­
lu s t r a t io n s  should be in  a l l  p o in ts  c onsis ten t w ith  one 
a n o th e r. Thus C h ris t ia n s  oan be c a lle d  "bro thers"  (ve. 12) 
o r  "ch ild ren"  (v s. 13) depending on the  p r in t  t c  be put 
a c ro s s . Here i t  i s  th e  fam ily  re la tio n sh ip  w ith humanity, 
w hether th e  ph y sica l re la tio n sh ip  of sons o f Adam o r  the  
s p i r i t u a l  r - l a t i o r s a ip  o f  sons o f  Abraham. I n  these  th ree  
quo ta tions we can a ls o  see  proof of C h ris t regard ing  these  
a s  being p a rt of h i s  in lie r ita n ee . e sp ec ia l ly  th e  t-M rd ";:ere 
am I ,  and th e  c h ild re n  whom Uoa baa given me". As we have 
seen above. T his i s  a  dominant aspec t of th e  Johannine 
teach ing  of e le c tio n  -  th a t  God g iv e s  people who tielievr. in  
him and fo llow  him to  Chris* . '.'hus th e  expression of con­
fidence  th a t  God would v in d ic a te  C h r is t 'a  obedience and t r u s t  
«es most ev iden t when In th e  t h r ie s  o f  death  C h ris t looked to  
th e  b ir th  o f  a  church co n s is t inf. o.f those  who- God would give 
t o  him. Thus C h ris t a s  " f i rs t -b o m "  en tered  ;n to  h is  la -

68. Bruce. p .48} I s a .  7 s 3> 8 : 3 .
69. On th e  qu o ta tio n s c f .  Bruce, cp. o i t . ,  pp.45-48; Zodd, 
op. c i t . ,  pp.20-73f and 97f; Splog I I ,  op. c i t . ,  pp.41Z; 
M onteflare i op. o i t . ,  pp .63f; M ichel, ■'p. c i t . ,  pp .81-84$ 
lichee, op. c i t . , p .164, n .5  w ri te s  th a t  a t  t h i s  stage  the  
c h ris to lo g y  o f  P h i l .  2 : 5-11 (esp . v ss . Tf) i s  most obvious 
and i t  i s  "m it a ltte a ta m e n tlio h e c  s i t a te n  m te rb a u t und 
ntiher ausgefU hrt".



h e rltan c e  o t "aaziy b rs tiirm "  by being  nade of one s to e k  with, 
them, sharing  f le s h  and blnou w ith them and decla ring  them to  
be h ia  b re th ren .

0 . By D eath upon th e  Prose:

In  C h r is t 's  death  we have th e  f i n a l  a c t  o f  poaseeeitn  
o f  h ie  In h e r ita n ce . I n  term s of th e  Hebrew word B?1-) ' 
whose miutirtng u n d e rlie s  th e  possession  of tiie In h erita n ce  by 
th e  Son; Jeeua , by dying , n o t only possessed bu t a ls o  d is ­
possessed those  i n  wrongful possession , ju s t  a s  Joshua had 
do ie  i n  possessing  th e  land  of Canaan so many years be fo re.
She au th o r o f  Hebrews regarded the  death  of C h r is t a s  the  
f i n a l  and supreme s a c r i f ic e .  O ffe rings end. r i t u a l s  th e re  
bad been in  th e  p a s t ,  bu t th e i r  e f f e c tu a l i ty  was merely par­
t i a l  and symbolic. By means of t h i s  death  th e  e n t ir e  Sata­
n ic  realm  was placed under th e  de a th  pe n alty  and s ince  then 
has bean a fja lting  e x eo u tim .70 S u r ita u  John Owen, th u s en­
t i t l e d  h is  major work on the  atonement: "Death of D eath in
the  D eath of C h r is t" , 71 in  whioh he was sim ply r e s t a t in g  Hebr,
2 : 14 "so th a t  through death  he might break  the  power o f  him 
who had death  a t  h is  command, th a t  i s ,  the  dev il"}  (HEB).

The same view of the  oross i s  to  be found In  S t .  P a u l 's  
l e t t e r s .  In  I  Oor. 2 : 5 -  8 he r e f e r s  to  tiie su p e rn a tu ra l powers 
eh io h  do n o t understand th a t  th a  o ro ss  waa i a  a a tu a l  fexst the  

wisdom and power of God. Bed th e y  understood th is  they  would 
n o t have c ru c if ied  C h r is t ,  thus e ffeoU ng  th e i r  own o v e rta x ed

70.  The in te r p re ta t io n  o f  E .g . S o o tt,  op. o i t . ,  p p .!3 1 f. i s  
too  o d o u r le s s .  She C h ris t dep leted  i n  Hebrews i s  a v i r i l e  
nan amongst men. S oo tt I n te rp re ts  th e  death  o f  O h rls t I n  
th e  l i g h t  o f r e l i g io  h is to r ic a l  s a o r i f i o i a l  p ra a tte e  which 
prepared  th e  w orshipper to  have d e a lin g s  w ith God. I t  i s  
t h i s  indeed , b u t i t  i s  a  l o t  more.
71. .Tnhw ftren. "Death o f  Death in  th e  Death of C h r is t" , 
London, 1648, r e p r .  1963,
72. The question  of the  in te r p re ta t io n  of the  a p /o v iu jv  
HOV a iu v o c  o f  v s s .  6 and 8 I s  h o t ly  debated by th e  
s c h o la rs . Many commentators ag ree  w ith  K. HiiXyer,
$ O o iin th ians. (The Sew B ib le  Commentary H evised), london,



l a  Col. 2  : 15 lie i s  even more e x p lic i t ,  rep resen tin g  C hris t 
on th e  c ro ss  a s  d iscard ing  " the  cosmic powers and a u th o r i tie s  
lik e  a  garment", making "a pub lic  spectacle  o f  them" and. 
le ad in g  "them a s  cap tiv es  in  h ia  triu rng to l procession".

Baul d id  n o t l im it  th e  v ic to ry  of O hriat to  th e  c ro ss , 
bu t a ls o  considered  th a t  by h ia  re su r re c tio n  O hriat had se t 
men f re e  from th e  bondage of th e  f e a r  of death . '’Death i a  
swallowed up; v ic to ry  i s  wonl 0 Death, where i e  your v ic ­
to ry?  0 D eath, where i s  your s tin g ?   God be pra ised ,
-ie g ives us th e  v ic to ry  through our lo rd  Jeeua C hris t”

S im ila rly  John teach es th e  e ffe c t of th e  oross on the 
kingdom o f  Sa tan . As Jesus ' hour approached so God1 g voice 
was heard  to  eay to  him: "How i s  th e  hour o f judgment f o r
th is  world; now s h a l l  the  P rince  of t h i s  world (Satan) he

1970, p .1055 who w ri te s : "Behind the  e v i l  designs o f  the
e a r th ly  a u th o r i t ie s  ( e .g . P i la t e ,  - iap h as) were th e  super­
n a tu ra l  powers of darkness1' .  Thus \/.  Buusset in  Jfyrioa 
O bria to s , op. c i t . ,  p p .7 5 ff, suggests th a t  Pau l i s  re fe r r in g  
to  th e  an g elic  beings, r u le r s  in  the  a i r ,  th e  reg ion  between 
e a r th  and heaven who stood behind n a tio n s  and r u le r a ,  In­
fluenc ing  them. They were th e  u ltim ate  cause of h is to r ic a l  
ev en ts . The death  o f  C h ris t showed th a t  th e se  powers d id  
n o t understand G od's m ystery, power and p lan  o f  salvaticM i 
Of. Ig n a tiu s  U p is tle  tc  Ephesians 19: "For th e  r u le r  o f
th i a  age th e  v ir g in i ty  o f  l i n y  a s  w ell a e  th e  death o f  th s  
Lord were h idden". J u s t in  M artyr w rote: "How th e  demons
t r i e d  hard t o  understand , bu t could only f a b r i ' i t e  r id ic u lo u s  
heathen  myths". That Paul was saying then  was: " l i  the
demons had known who Jesus r e a l ly  vbs  and understood h ie  pur­
pose, they  would no t have c ru c if ie d  h ia ,  because by th e  c ruci­
f ix io n  they  sp e lle d  th e i r  own doom". Shia view i s  proposed 
by Ham a ok, r t b e l iu s ,  S c h lie r , H e itze n s te in , Irie tznam ,
KUmmel, Knox, Bauer, Bultmazm, O ia ig , B e llin g , Vendland. Oa 
th e  o th e r  hand A. Robert son and A. Plummer, op. c i t . , pp.39f 
m a in ta in  th a t  they  "a re  n e i th e r  demons no r a n g e ls , bu t the  . 
ru le r s  who to o k  p a rt i a  c ru c ify in g  C h r is t" . I f  we ccsaiare 
t h i s  passage w ith  Col. 2 : 15 i t  would appear th a t  th e  f i r s t  
o f  th e se  tws In te rp re ta tio n s  i s  more l ik e ly  to  be the  oor-



d riv en  c u t" ; and, " th e  P rince  o f  t h i s  world approaches. He 
h as no r ig h ts  ove r me", in d ic a te s  th e  p a rt played by th e  de­
v i l  in  th e  death  o f C h r i s t ,^

I n  th e  synoptic  gospels th e  earns teach ing  i s  p resen t.
T his i s  t o  be seen l i  C h r i s t 's  tem pta tion  by Satan In  the  
w ilde rness , and In  Je su s ' engagements w ith  demonic fo rces  i n  
ge n era l. I t  i e  expressed in  words lik e s  " I  watched how 
Satan  f e l l  l ik e  l ig h tn in g  out of th e  eky1' . ^  Therefore th ia  
te ac h in g , th a t  by Jesus ' l i f e ,  death  and re su rrec tio n  the  
f r r o e s  o f  Sa tan  were de feated , i s  cue th e t  i s  common to  th e  
whole J®. t r a d i t io n .

The s tro n g e s t teach ing  about th e  de fea t of Satan, a t  th e  
hands o f  th e  Son i s  provided by th a  parab le  o f the  Strong Man 
and th e  S tronger Man.^6 The Harisaa v e rs io n  reads a s  follow s: 
"On th e  o th e r  hand, no one can break  In to  a  strong  T en 's 
house and make o f f  w ith  h is  goods m le o s  he has f i r s t  t i e d  
th e  strong  up; th e n  hn can ransack  th e  house". This 
pa rab le  i s  found w ith in  th e  con tex t o f Ifark 3 : 22 -  26 in  
both Mark and Q. The exorcism o f  e v i l  s p i r i t s  prove th a t 
Satan  has been bound by Jesus or by th e  d iv ine  power by which 
Jesus rec e iv e s  h ia  s tre n g th . Bultmanfi rega rd s t h i s  parable 
aa  being  q u ite  u n lik e  popular wisdom and p ie ty  o r  anything  
s c r ib a l ,  r a b b in ic a l o r apoca lyp tic : "Here i f  anywhere the
c h a r a c te r is t ic  element in  th e  preaching of Je sus must be 

f o u n d " .^

74. John 12 : 31; U  I 30.
75. luke  10 : 18.
76. M att. 12 : 29 s Hark 3 > 27? Luke 11 : Silt.
77. R. Bult™*™. The H isto ry  o f  th e  Synoptic T rad itio n .
(EE by John H arsh ), Oxford, 1963, p .105 . The passages he 
p la in s  t o  be most ty p ic a l  Je su s ' p reaching werer Bark 3 t 
24-26, 27; 7 : 15; 8  : 35i 10 : 15. 23b, 25 , 31; Iwka 
-  62; 14 ; 11; 16 : 15; M att. 5 : 3 9 b -4 1 ,/4 -4 8 ;
7  s 13f: 22 •. 14. 
m e n ta ir) , pp.240f .

3p. o i t . ,  (com-
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S i t t  Je su s ' 5 i c i a t r y  th e  power of th e  demons m e  chal­
lenged . The Strong Man in, th e  pa rab le  i s  undoubtedly an 
e p ith e t f o r  S a t a n , w i t h  th e  "goods" o r  "instrum ente" in  h ie  
house be ing  th o se  people who a re  in  bondage t o  Mm. A 
s im ila r  s itu a tlM i i s  described  in  T e s t. B aph ta ll 8  : 6 "But 
him th a t  doeth no t th a t  which i s  good . . . .  th e  d e v il sh a ll 
make him a s  h is  own p e cu lia r  instrum ent" . So then .Jeaua, 
th e  Stronger Man, s tep s in  and i n  sp o il in g  th e  Strong K an's 
goods, s e ts  those  f re e  who have liv e d  under h is  potter. ̂

Je su s  i e  no t only th e  Servant o f  th e  l o r d  but he i s  a l ­
so a  dynamic and o vio torxus one f o r ,  c landestine  though h is  
en trance  in to  th e  house may be , i t  i s  an  en trance which be­
speaks mighty power because he comes a s  th e  L ox v p o te p o e  
th e  S tronger one. T his l i t t ? e  pa rab le  i s  a  piece of th e  
most p rim itiv e  e h ris tc lo g y  we have. I t  shows th a t  very  
e a r ly  th e  church recognised  Je su s ' m in is try , h i s  death and

78. V. T aylor, lo c .  o i t . ,  i s  no t convincing in  espying an 
in fluence  from I s a .  4-9 : 24f; 53 t 12 on t h i s  parab le.
79. Srundaann, op. c i t . ,  i& rkus, p .84. 'Ta y lo r , op. c i t . ,  
p .241 re p o r ts  th a t  th e  word OHeuOc; i s  reg u la r ly  used in  
C la s s ic a l Greek to  denote "v esse ls” o r  "implements" of any 
k ind, and in  th e  papyri to  describe  " fu rn itu re ,  moveables, 
u te n s i ls " ,  "goods", o r  th e  " tac k le "  of a  sh ip . In  I I  Cor.
4 : 7 and I  Ih e sa . 4 i 4 i t  i s  used o f  " the  body" a s  the  
v e s se l o f  th e  so u l. Thus q u ite  a p a r t from th e  reference  in  
T es t. Bapht. i t  would be q u ite  n a tu ra l  to  th in k  of t a  
OXEuri n u to v  a s  " th e  possessed" who have been enslaved 
by s a ta v . Tioher, 0p . o i t . ,  p .165, w ri te s  th a t  no t only m s  
mankind KMlATM but th e re  was no nay by which people could 
s e t  them sel-^s f re e  from t h i s  bondage: "Der WegfUhrer aber
ha t duroh seinen Tod den Zwingtierm be s ieg t und das Tor aur 
P re ih e i t  geB ffnet. Detduroh h a t e r  d ie  Knechte be fah igb t, 
ih a  zu fo lg en , da e r  ih re ”  Todesfurcht duroh seinen Sieg d ie  
Ursache nahm". T here f'-i.  through  th s  death  o f  C h ris t, 
people have been f re e d  from th e i r  bondage to  f e a r .  R. G yl- 
lenberK , Die C h ris i 'ilp g ie  des H eb rSerb rie fes. (Z e ite c h r if t  
f u r  s is tem a tis ch e s  Iheo log ie  I I ) ,  1934, pp .662-690 on p .683 
a p p lie s  a  s im ila r  l i n e  o f  th in k in g  to  Hebrews ( t r .  A r o o t) .  
"According to  th e  E p is tle  to  th e  Hebrews, f e a r  ia  conquered 
because i t s  cause has been taken  oway. The change happens 
in  o b je c tiv e  r e a l i t y  beyond humanity, and redemption i s  by no 
means a  s e l f  redem ption, r a th e r  i t  c o n s is ts  in  an  a c tu a l 
changing o f  r e a l i t y ,  enoom tsred  a t  a  sp e c if ic  tim e in  h is ­
to r y ,  be fo re  which nan i s  h e lp le s s .  A fte r  t h i s  event he i s
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re su r re c tio n  a s  betokening v ic to ry  over e v i l .  Indeed, i t  went 
to o k  beyond th e  churoh to  th e  m in istry  o f  Jesus i t s e l f  when 
he looked fo m a ra  to  th e  c ro ss  and re su rre c tio n , o r possib ly  
he was re f e r r in g  to  a  heavenly v is io n  he had been given of 
th e  de fea t a t  Sa tan  (o f. I k .  10 s 16 ). The re s u l t  o f th i s  
mighty a c t  o f  th e  m essianic conqueror i s  th e  binding of e v il 
powers i . e .  th e  b inding of th e  Strong nar..80 I h is  i s  an 
e sobato log ica l concept w ith  ro o ts  In  th e  0 .1 .®  The one. 
who binds i s  Je su s  him self armed w ith div ine  power,®2 sym- . 
b o l ic o lly  de scrib e d  ae  " the  f in g e r  of G o^'.

Fo r t h i s  reason  th e  au tho r to  the  Hebrews can w rite  th a t  
O h rls t shared our f le s h  and blood ( i . e .  en tered  th e  Strong 
m an's house) "so  th a t  through death  be might break th e  power 
o f him who had death  a t  h i s  comrand, th a t  i e  the  d e v il ( i . e .  
through death  C h r is t the  S tronger man overpowered Satan) and 
might l ib e r a te  those  who, through f e a r  o f  death  bad a l l  th e i r  
li f s t im e  been in  se rv itude"  (by binding th e  Strong non th e  
v e s se ls  and in strum ents a re  f re ed  from S a ta n 's  dominion).
P h is  i s  a n o th e r  way of saying th a t  ty  might and main, by th e  
fo rc e  o f  death  and re su rre c tio n  Jesus en tered  in to  on in ­
h e ritan c e  o r  so u ls  s e t  f r e e ,  redeemed from S a ta n 'e  t h r a l l .

Accustomed though we a re  in  t h i s  modern day and age to  
ta k e  t h i s  message and i t s  purport f o r  g ran ted  we must t r y  tc  
a p p re c ia te  how d i f f i c u l t  i t  was f o r  f i r s t  oentury C hris tian s 
t ;  accep t th e  death  o f C h r is t . I t  seemed to  be th e  l a s t  a c t  
o f  a  p a th e tic  tragedy  when Je su s  o f  B aaareth . r e je c te d  by b is  
people, f jr s e k e n  by h i s  d is c ip le s ,  pu t t o  death  by Roman

no Icngp'- p rw erless , because now th e  «oy i s  open; he can 
and tliOiUd s te y  along  i t  and do so tn  th e  end".
SO. Of. Mk. 5 : X s 6 : I f ;  11 « 2 , 4$ 15 = 1 , 7.
81. le a .  24 : 22f and of. Sa tan , Rev. 20 $ 2 f: "He se ized
th e  dragon, th a t  se rpen t o f  o ld , th e  D evil o r  Sa tan , and 
chained up f o r  a  thousand y e a rs ; he  threw him in to  th e  
ab y ss, sh u tt in g  and se a lin g  i t  over h i s  C f. n lso
I  Bn. 10 ; I l f ;  54 : 4 f ;  T est- L ev. 18 t 12.
82 . Be. 11 : 20 and pa r.



a u th o r i ty  b reathed M s  l a s t  oa th e  c ro s s .  Proa h is  c ry  
th e  orous I t  appeared th a t  even Bod had forsaken  Mm. He 
had d ie d , n o t g lo r io u s ly  on tiie  f i e l d  o t  b a t t le ,  b u t I n  the  
ap p aren tly  in g lo r io u s  weakness of a  c ro ss . As th e i r  hopes 
d ied  i t  appeared th a t  th e  d is c ip le s  imd backed, a  l o s t  cause. 
I t  appeared tii&t th e  fo rc e s  of e v i l  batd.og had a  f i e l d  day 
n o r  sim ply requ ired  a  mopping up o pera tir .a . And y e t ,  w ith­
i n  a  a b o rt space of tim e h i s  fo llow ers wttre deo larittg  evezy- 
wbare th a t  th e  o ru o if ir i ta i  vas a  v ic to ry  and th a t  Jesue  in  
h ie  death  had reduced " the  go4 o f  t h i s  world" to  im potence. 
She keys o f  B e ll and Hades were placed  i n  h is  hand a s  he lj>. 
vaded th e  ram parts oa which the  Strong man had prided  him~ 
s e l f ,  bound him and spoiled, him of h is  goods. The sudden 
change from d is i l lu s io n  to  triumph oi;n on ly  be  explained by 
th e  w itness v&ioh thv d is c ip le s  them selves @ ve; th a t  
Je su s  had r is e n  from  th e  g rave . So Hie purpose o f  th e  in ­
ca rn a tio n  v as n o t on ly  de ath , bu t from th is  death  came v ic ­
to r y  a s  John w rote to  some of tiie  churches o f  h i s  days 
" th e  Sen of God appeared f o r  th e  -very purpose o f  undoing the  
d e v i l 's  work?'.8^

So death  was destroyed  I s  th e  o rom ing  wmlc o f  C h r is t 's  
h u m il ia t io n , h i s  own death  ua the  o ro ss . I t  i s  necessary  to  
remind us again  th a t  th le  i e  the  b a s ic  meaning o f  C h r is t 's  
o e ije h ip , o r M s e n te r in g  in to  th e  cherished  possession  of 
h is  church which he redeemed from Satan  and th e  power of 
de a th  when he overthrew  S a ta n 's  might in  h is  c m  house and 
s e t  f re e  S a ta n 's  goods and c h a t te ls  1*0 "through f e a r  o f 
d e a th , h a d .a l l  t h e i r  l if e t im e  been in  se rv itu d e" . Bow th is

83. J n . 3 : 8 .  I n  l a t e  Judaism Che teach ing  was ex tan t 
th a t  God d id  n o t In troduce  death  hu t Satan  d id : o f .  Wisd.
1 i 1 3 f t 2 s 23f .  Prom th e  book of Job I t  appears th a t  be 
was th e  c h ie f  p ro secu to r o f th e  heavenly c o u rt. Prom th le  
i t  was n o t  to o  b ig  a  s te p  t o  rega rd  him a s  tem pter and exe­
c u tio n e r  i n  c h ie f .  Of. I  Cor. 5 : 5: " th i s  man i s  to  be
consigned to  Satan  f o r  tho  d e s tru c tio n  o f  th e  body".
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c hurch, " the  so ia  o f Abraham", has  him o s  a f a i t h f u l  high  . 
p r ie o t se rv ing  God on th e i r  behalf  in  th e  heavenly sm c tu a iy . 
What a  h igh  p r ie s ts  A s p i r i t u a l  one, a  heavenly and a  per­
f e c t  one I Yet oca who c ea  sympathise w ith toman beings be­
cause he baa been through a n  th e i r  tem pta tions, hardsh ips, 
p a in  and su ffe r in g  h im self. I s  i t  any wonder th a t  our 
a u th o r  a s s e r t s  th s  complete and u t t e r  su p e rio rity  o f  C hrist 
to  th e  e n t ir e  a n g e lic  w orld, mho, fo rced  to  acknowledge h is  
sove re ign ty  serve  h is  every beck and c o l l .

The reason  f o r  th e  e ffec tu a ln ess  of th e  death  of C h ris t 
in  th e  e n te r in g  in to  th e  in h e ritan c e  of the  Son, i s  th a t  by 
th e  death  of C h r is t th e  new oovaaant was nw rtiatafl. J n  Hebr, 
0  i  8 f  we f in d  a  c i ta t io n  from Jerem, 31 i 31 — 34 who had 
prophesied th a t  Yaliweh " w i l l  e s ta b l is h  a  new covenant w iib 
th e  house of I s r a e l  and w ith  th e  house of Judah; no t to re  
th e  covenant th a t  I  nade w ith  t h e i r  f a th e r s " .  (HSV), In  
th e  d e sc r ip tio n  o f  tb e  new covenant we f in d  th e  follow ing 

elements!
1 . I t  w i l l  c o n s titu te  t. r e l ig io n  o f  th e  in n e r  man.
2 . Close fe llow sh ip  between to d  and oan which w il l  r e ­
s u l t  i n  b e liev e rs  being taugh t by Sod.
3 . Mercy and fo rg iveness  o f  s in s t  A ll  o f th e s s  elements 
th e  E p is tle  to  th e  Hebrews c laim s have been provided by 
O h ria t in  h is  new covenant, bu t were m issing from th e  
fo rm al, l e g a l i s t i c  r e l ig io n  o f  th e  o ld  covenant.

She S e c taria n s o f  Qumisn a ls o  regarded th e i r  Sect a s  
c o n s titu t in g  a  "new covenant’1. Sh is was th e  b a s is  o f  th e i r  
congregation . They regarded them selves a s  ordained, by Ood 
to  found a  congregation which would work fo r  s a lv a tio n  and 
prepare  f o r  th e  end o f  th e  w orld which they  expected s h o r t-  . 
l j ,  $hey b e lieved  th a t  they  a lone  had c o rrec t In s ig h t In to  
th o  Torah and in to  th e  p rophetic  works. T his insisJrt was 
g iven  them a s  a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  d iv ine  e le c tio n . She docu­
ments of th e  S eo t r e f e r  to  t h i s  new covenant a s  ’being based
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i a  th e  promises to  Jerem iah.8* She p a ra l le l  between. Hebrews 
and th e  Sect shou ld  no t be d i!v an  to o  f a r  aa  by "aew covenant'1 
th e  Qunnanites d id  n o t mean something com pletely new but 6 
r e ~ a f f ix a t io n  o f  th e  r id  covenant nede w ith  Bbeee, wbereae 
to  th e  church th e  “new covenant ims something oompietely new 
and which rep laoed  th e  o id " .B^ I n  f a c t  th e  purpose of 
Hebrews was t o  po in t c u t th e  su p e rio rity  o f  th e  new and th e . . 
f a c t  th a t  th e  new had rep laced  th e  o ld .

Covenants were always r a t i f i e d  by s a c r if ic e .  Our 
au th o r h as ta k en  pa in s to  show th a t  th e  s a c r if ic e  o f  C h r is t 's  
body TOs of I n f i n i te l y  g re a te r  w orth than  th e  s a c r if ic e  o t . 
and m ils .  T his c a r r i e s  over t o  th e  e ff ic ac y  o f  th e  whole new 
covetaarrt. In  f a c t  a l l  th a t  th e  au th o r o f  Hebrews.hae sa id  
of C h r is t a s  being  a  superio r f ig u re  t o  a l l  th o se  of th e  0»$. 
has an  in d ire c t bearing  r a  the su p e rio rity  o f th e  new cove­
n a n t t a  th e  o ld  covenant,

The f i r s t  reference  in  Hebrews to  C h ris t and h i s  re ­
la tio n sh ip  to  th e  new covenant i s  in  7  : 22 where h e  l a  r e ­
f e r re d  to  a s  th e  '"one who stands se cu r ity ” Cyyuoi; fo r  th e  
new covenant.86 Jesus i s  made su re ty  because he ia  th e  ob­
j e c t  o f  th e  d iv ine  oath  nuking him a h igh  p r ie s t  fo re v er a f ­
t e r  th e  order o f  Beltihlsedek, and to  make th e  oath  more e f­
f e c t iv e  th e  p sa lm ist says Sod " w i l l  n o t change h is  mind" . 
(HST)« Aa th e  su re ty , Je su s  possesses a l l  tho  a u th o ri ty  o f 
God and he i s  th e  w itness to  h i s  w i l l .  There i s  a  c e r ta in  
degree of synonymity between [ la r . i t iK  &=& eYYU0 C

64. O f. esp . th e  Zadokite documents a t  8  s 21; 20 t  12;
6 s 19. In  1  QS th e  f i r s t  two pages describe  th e  litu rg y , 
of th e  *iniiwi covenant renewal ceremaiy. CD, 1 QS end 1  QH 
a l l  u se  th e  same phic  geology f o r  members o f  th e  e ec tarian  
oovem nt "Sons o f  th e  Covenant" r v i 3  ’ 33 Of, I n te r  a li# . 
OD 2 ! 2} 6 : 9 ; 8  s 1 ; 1 QS 5 ? 8  ond 1 QH 5 s 23-
85. »nn«i* Buwouaha. More l i g h t  c.n th e  Dead Sea S c ro l ls , 
Bunden, I% 8 , p .112,
86. O f. M ichel, op. o i t . ,  pp,174f.
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The tteotT T K  e r  "m eaistnr" s tep s in to  th e  gap between ob 
and God w hile  th e  eyyuo  q o r  "guaran tor16 o e tu a lly  g ives 
h i s  person and h ie  l i f e  a s  guaran tee  f o r  h i s  word. A got

So n o t fo rg e t th e

guaran to r o f  a  " b e t t e r  covenant", we should keep in  mind the 
d m l le v e l  o f  H e l le n is tic  philosophy, th e  r e la t iv e  value  of

n a n t had a  m ediator fangels and Hoses o f . Gel. 3 s 19) t a t

6) tin which th e  su p e rio rity  o f  C h r is t 'sm iss (Hebz
m in is try  and th e re fo re  a ls o  o f  h i s  covenant i s  based i s  Jeraa..

su p e r io r ity  o f  C h r is t 's  priesthood

occasion  f o r  a  secm d": (& f ?}•

87. O f. MIChel. op.



perform ed a  dua l ro le  fcy h ia  death . He gave h i s  l i f e  a s  a 
aem onetration of d iv in e  a u tlio r lty  and d iv ine  se cu r ity  f o r  
th e  s t a b i l i ty  o f  th e  covenant and he died  to  ntaVa f i  .e ffac—. 
tu a l  t o  h ia  people. I n  th e  old  oovensnt th e  e r lg im .l and 
th e  Bubaequent renewal c e re sm le s  were sea led  and ea tah llshed  
upon th e  s a c r if ic e  e f  anim als and thus th e  oovensnt was sa id  
to  be e s tab l ish ed  upon th e  blood of th e se  animal e. According 
to  Sxod. 2 4 : 6 - 8 ,  which describes th e  nwlring rjf covenant 
a t  S in a i, caen were s a c r if ic e d . The blood was c o llec ted .
H alf  o f  I t  wag pu t by Moses in to  b a sin s  w hile th e  o th e r  h n lf  
hbs thrown a g a in s t th e  a l t a r .  A fte i he  had rea d  from th e  
book o f  th e  co'sreaent and a f t e r  th e  people had sirom: "A ll
t h a t  t h e  lo r d  has spoken we w i l l  do, and we w i l l  be obedient", 
then  Moses took  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  blood and sprink led  i t  upon 
th e  people, and sa id  "Behold th e  blood o f  th e  covenant.Which 
th e  lo r d  to e  m de  w ith  you la  accordance w ith  th e se  words11.
On th e  day of atonement th e  a l t a r  and th e  horns of th e  a l t a r  
were p u r if ie d  by th e  a p p lic a tio n  o f  b lood.9® A problem atic 
ve rse  l a  Hebr. 9 : 21 "he sp rin k le d  w ith th e  blood bo th  th e  . 
te n t  and a l l  th e  v e sse ls  used in  worship", There i a  ho re ­
ference  in  th e  Penta teuch  to  any such ceremony. However, 
th a t  auoh a  t r a d i t io n  ex iste d  I s  seen from Josephus:8^ "as  
a ls o  th e  ta b em a c le  and i t s  v e s se ls , bo th  w ith  n i l  . . . .  and 
w ith  th e  blood of b u l ls  and ram s". This naa connected w ith 
th e  c o nsec ra tion  of th e  p r ie s t s .  So th e  covenant vms sa id  
to  be i n  fo rc e  bicauEe o f  th e  death  o f  th e  nn lim ls , th e  shed­
ding o f  t h e i r  blood and th e  r e s u l ta n t  c leansing  o f  th e  ln*- 
strum enta o f  s a c r if ic e  and th e  w orshippers.

The message o f  Hebr. 9 i s  th a t  i f  th e se  th in g s  a re  t r u e , 
and th e  au th o r  does n o t doubt th a t  a  c e r ta in  v a l id i ty  be­
longs t o  th e se  s a o r i f ic s s ,  o f  how much g re a te r  v a l id i ty  m is t 
th e  new covenant n o t  be . e s tab l ish ed  a s  i t  i s  aa. th e  bltivS . .

88. Sxod. 29 s 12; Lev. 8 : 1 5 ;  16 i 14-19
89. A nt. i l l ,  20b.

/



o f  th e  covenant " o f  Jeaus th e  s e lf - s a c r if ic in g  h ig h  p r ie s t11.
. The new covenant has a  b e t te r  s a c r if ic e  and th u s a  l e t t e r  
b a s is  and th u s a  b a t te r  m ediator an4 th u s e ff e c ts  a  more 
pow erful fo rg iveness and c leansing  m  those  whose b e l ie f  ie  
i n  Je su s. "For i f  th e  sp rin k lin g  of d e file d  parsons wi6h 
th e  blood, of g o a ts  and b u lla  and w ith  th e  ashes o f an  h e ife r  
s a n c t i f ie s  f o r  th e  p u r if ic a t io n  o f  th e  f le s h ,  how much more 
sh a l l  th e  blood of C h r is t , who through th e  e te rn a l  S p i r i t  of­
fe red  him self w ithout blem ish to  Cod, p u r ify  your conscience 
from  dead works to  serve  th e  l iv in g  God". (Hebr. 9 s 15 f).

Sow th e  basic, o f  Je su s ' m ediator sh ip  i s  made p la in .
The b a s is  i s  h io  death . By h is  death  C h ris t’ s  people a re  
redeemed from s iu  a g a in s t Sod and from tran sg re ss io n s  of 
God13 law . The e f f e c t  has been a  sa lv a t io n  which i s  imma­
nen t because i t  s e t s  th e  b e lie v e r  f r e e , because C h r is t ''has 
appeared once f o r  a l l  a t  th e  end o f  th e  age to  pu t away s in  
by th e  s a c r if ic e  o f  h im self" (Hebr. 9 > 26 BSV)[ because "we 
have been s a n c t i f ie d  th rough ,the  o ffe rin g  of th e  body of 
Je sus C h ris t once f o r  a l l "  (Hebr. 10 : 10 R3V); because "by 
a s in g le  o ffe rin g  he has pe rfec te d  f o r  a l l  tim e those  * o  a re  
s a n c tif ie d "  (Hebr. 30 : 14 HSV); because "where th e re  i s  f o r ­
giveness of th e se , th e re  i s  no lo n g e r any o ffe rin g  f o r  eta"* 
(Hebr. 10 : 16 R S " \  I s  I t  any wonder then  th a t  our au thor 
d e sc rib e s  th e  in h e ri tan c e  o f  C h r is t which he ob ta ined  by h is  
death  f o r  and h is  household to  be l im i t le s s .  By. h is
death  the b e liev e rs  a re  made h e i r s ,  no t o f  any temporal in h e ri­
tance  i n  an e a r th ly  Canaan w ith  im perfect b le ss in g s , but they  
a re  h e i r s  w ith  C h r is t o f  " th e  promised e te rn a l  in h e ritan c e" .
(9 i 15 ). T h is  " e te rn a l  in h e ritan c e"  was ob ta ined  by h is  
dea th . Once more our au th o r makes use o f  o  p lay  on words to  
d r iv e  home h i s  p o in t. She word used, i s  61 athjHH which in  
th e  BCt i s  used t o  t r a n s la te  n ’ 13 th e  e le c t iv e , grac ious 
a c t  o f  d iv ine  sovere ign ty  c o lle d  th e  covenant. A t th e  same 
tim e in  th e  Greek w orld i t  c h ie f ly  meant "a  l a s t  w il l  and



te s ta m e n t" .^  I a  f a s .  16f  bo th  meanings a re  kept In  mina 
to  emphasise th e  n eoesa ity  o f  Jeeraa' death and th e  sa lvation  
th a t  I t  b rin g s. B efore  a  l a s t  w i l l  and testam ent can beoemti 
e ffea tlT B  th e  t e s t a to r  roust d ie ,  jjikowiae before  th e  in h e r i t  
tsn c e  imparted to  those in  th e  new onvenant can 1*9 in se r te d , 
Je sue  th e  m ediator, th e  giiorontor a s  th e  p ro p itla to iy  e ao r i-  
f ic e  had to  d ie .  When he d ied  bo th  meanings o f  Sl 
were made e fte o tiv e t a  new covenant rats mediated, and a  
te a ta a e n t o f e t e r m l  in h e ritan c e  was m de  e ffe c tu a l f o r  th e  
b e lie v e r s .

T his b rings us to  th e  obvious sign ifioanee  of th e  weed 
"blood" in  th e  e p is t le  to  th e  H e b r e w s . O u r  au th o r took 
th n  t e r n  over from th e  C h ris t ian  t r a d i t io n ,  uising i t  o ften  
and en rich ing  i t s  meaning. T his t r a d i t io n  had I t s  ro o ts  in  
the  05. no tab le  to e  la ir o t  ntenement in  le v .  27 : 12 "Per 
th e  l i f e  o f th e  f le s h  l a  in  th e  blood; and I  have given i t  
fo r  you upon th e  a l t a r  to  make atonement f o r  your so u ls ; f o r  
i t  i s  th e  blood th a t  n a to s  atonement by reason  o f  th e  l i f e " .
I t  was no t th e  k i l l in g  i t s e l f  which mis e f fe c tu a l bu t the  
fa c t  o f  th e  l i f e  being com pletely given  to  God aa  th e  blood 
kq.8 sp rin k le d  on th n  a l t a r .  But Hebrews does no t auggest 
an  a l t a r  on which Je su s ' b lood was prd.nkled un less  we a re  to  
it t t e r  th a t  t h i s  i s  th e  c ro ss . T h is  i s  on u n lik e ly  supposi­
t io n ,  however, a s  th e  c ro ss  does no t f ig u re  exoept a s  an in ­
strum ent o f  to r tu r e  (12 ; 2) in  th e  e p is t le  a t  a l l .  She 
p ic tu re  th a t  i s  p resen ted  to  ub in  th e  e p i s t l e 's  teach ing  on 
th e  "blood of C h r is t"  i s  o f  "His o ffe rin g  up Himself to  God®?

90. I t  in  ta k en  from th e  verb  61 meaning 1 . To 
decree  or o x tx in . 2 .  Oonfer. 3 .  Asfeign by w i l l  o f . 
Bauer, pp.ISB f. Behm in  $h'-7ti J l ,  pp .lO S f., A rt , 6t. ati.5T)tlU 
61 a^TiHt) by j ,  Behm and O. Q u il l . S im ilar use i s  made of 
t h i s  meaning in  G al. 3 : 17. Of. Braos, op. o i t . ,  pp .Z ldf; 
M ichel,  op. o i t . ,  pp.SOff; Spicq I I .  op, o i t . ,  27.V285.
91. Of. Hebr. 9 :  12 , U ;  10 1 19, 29; 12 s 24; 13 t 12, 
20 and in  th e  oam nentorles e sp . Hiagenhach. op. c i t . ,  p .260, 
n .1 9 ; Lohse, op. c i t . ,  p .174; M iahel, op. o i t . ,  p p .2 0 tf f |



I n  Hflbt. 9  ;  12, 14 th e  w ri te r  speaka o£ blood but In  v s , 15 ' 
a - 'lia  i s  rep ls -cei t y  ^ a v a t o e .  This le d  I .  M o rris^  
t o  w rite : " i t  i s  ha rd  to  envisage a  reason t o r  in te rp re tin g  '
'•the blood1 In  e. sense o the r th a n  tYe.t given 'ey th e  follow ing 
'B death  having taken  p la c e '" ,  The power o f th e  atonement 
o f  Je sus th u s la y  i n  b is  death , of which th e  shedding o f  h ie  
blood was symbolic (o f. 10 : 19) .  The emphasis i s  not 
th e re fo re  ob the  n e te r in l  substance o f  C h r is t 's  blood but 
r a th e r  on th e  g iv ing  o f  h ie  l i f e  In  h ie  death . Thus the  
blood of C h r is t can be oojnparad w ith th e  blood o f  Abel (12 : 
24) because Abel l ik e  C h r is t l o s t  h ie  l i f e  by lo s in g  h is

So we can see  why th e  blood o f  C h r i i t  and th e  death of 
C h r is t a re  t ie d  up so in e x tr ic a b ly  w ith th e  new covenant.
She Teased i e  th a t  they  a re  synonymous, th e  f a c t  th a t  9 ; 15- 
22 follow s imm ediately on to  9 : P -  14 in  th e  same context 
i e  s u f f ic ie n t  in d ic a t io n . On th e  b a s te  '•■f. th e  'a t ia in g  dacrth; 
o f  Je sus th e  covenant sax3 e s tab l ish ed  and forg iveness  c f  s in s  
e ffe c te d  f y  th e  people o f Qod which m s  o f  a f a r  h ig h e r 
o rder then  th a t  o f  any o f  th e  anim al s a c r if ic e s .

Ju s t a s  th e  inn e ritan o e  of th e  land  by th e  seed o f  Abra- 
ham was le g a lis e d  and ob tained i n  term s o f  a  d iv in e  covenant 
w ith  I s r a e l ,  so th e  in h e ritan c e  of " a l l  th ings"  by th e  Son 
sag  le g a li s e d  and o.bteincd in  term s o f  th e  new div ine  cove­
n a n t, T h is  covenant came to  fu lf ilm e n t a t  th e  death o f  
C h r is t .  Shea th e  m ediator, th e  guam titor and th e  t e s ta to r  
of th e  covenant d ie d . I t  was through t h i s  death  th a t  th e  
w w  cc/ensjrt became o p e ra tio n a l, th e  h e i r  possessed h i s  in — . 
herit& nee and th e  b e lie v e rs  were made h e i r s  o f  e te rn a l sa l^  

v a tio a .

93. ( J .  $h. S. U .S ., H i ) ,  1952, p .226, A rt , The B ib lic a l
•use o f  th e  term  1 B lood '.  pp .S lG ft.' Of. a lso  J .  Behm, 
ThVb I ,  pp ,1 7 1 ff.'

U.
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.,# «  By Means o t  D ivine ^ ’potatnaat-.

The means s ta te d  above by wbioh the  h e ir  en tered  in to  
h ie  in h e ritan c e  were s t i l l ,  in  th e  f i n a l  a n a ly s is  dependent 
on th e  d iv ine  d isp o s i tio n  of th e  in h e ritan c e  end th e re fo re  
Of th e  d iv in e  appoin tyen t of " th e  Son" to  be "H eir o f  A ll 
T hings". T h is  i e  c le a rly  s ta te d  i n  Hebr. 1 ; 2  "Him hath  
he made (appointed) to  be h e i r  o f  n i l  th in g s" . The verb 
c.'6T)y.Vj l a  i n  •ties a o r le t  te n se , v&ich im p lies  th a t  th e  ap­
pointm ent was unde a t  a  s p e c if ic  tim e. This po in t o f  time 
could, only r e f e r  t o  th e  t in e  v&en C h ris t ob tained v io to iy  
over death  " to  llb e z o te  those  who, through f e a r  o f  death , 
had a l l  t h e i r  lif e t im e  been in  se rv itu d e" . (Hebr.- 2  i 15).
Had th e  p r e - e r is t e n t  O hriet besn in tended  th e  p lupe rfec t te n se  
would have been used , th e re fo re  i t  can only r e f e r  to  th e  in ­
c a rn a te , su f fe r in g , dying Son being appoin ted  to  a  position  
o f  u n iv e rsa l in h e ri tan c e  and cm a u th o r i ty  subordinate only to  
th e  one tom had make th e  appointment a t  t h i  tim e o f  h i s  death .

7e have had occasion to  r e f e r  to  th e  p a ia l l e l  ideas ex­
p ressed  in  Hebr. 1 : 1 - 4  and B i l l .  2 : 5 -  11. There ie  
a  ve ry  strong  p a ra l le l  between th e  appointment of th e  in -  
oa rnn te , su ffe r in g , obedient un to  death  Son a s  H eir o f A ll 
Things i a  Hebrews and th e  e x a lta tio n  o f  th e  humble, in c a rn a te , 
obedient unto death  Messiah of E H ilipp ians, who again  was 
made th e  o b je c t o f d iv ine  d isp o s i tio n  and appointment to  a 
p lace  of complete a u tiic ri ty , which i s  th e  meaning of h i s  be­
in g  g iven  " a  name th a t  i s  above every n eas" , t h a t  a l l  shcula 
pry  him obeisance, add ressing  him a s  " x v p to ?  Irjoou i; Z ptcT O c" 
(Lord. Je su s  d h r i e t ) .  So- i n  th e se  two qu o ta tio n s from the" Ohnroh'a 

l i t u r g y  i t  i s  ev id en t t h a t  a  divine/appoin tm ent add ifliaposltion 
to o k  place  c.cnsequent upon .the " to ta l  'obedienae," "Humiliation, 
s u ffe r in g  &nd death  o f  Je su s.

I n  Hebr. 2 s 8  we h&ve a  qu o ta tio n  from 3 s . 8  .$ ? :
" thou  d id s t pu t a l l  th in g s  i n  su b je c t io n  beneath h ie  f e e t" .  
Commenting on t h i s  v e rse  he f u r th e r  e lab o ra te s  on th e  un i­
v e rs a l  in h e ri ta n c e  by s ta t in g :  "For i n  su b je c tin g  a l l



246.

th in g s  to  him , he l e f t  no th ing  to u t  i s  a c t  su b je c t" f aonti~ 
owing to  h ie  a tp lia a - tlo a  o t "tiolB Taalm -to 3eaua(va, 9)  ^In. 
ffemia . . . . .  we do eee one orowned now w il*  g lo ry  aiid
honour because ha su lfe ra d  death11 (UBB).

. 5a  th e  -following v e rse s  i t  i s  made c le a t  th a t  ttje pro­
cess o f  perfeo ticto  th rn ig h  su ffe r in g s  i . e .  J e su s ' coming o t 
aga a s  " th e  Son" i s  throughout a  d iv ine  s o t .  Sod makes the  
le a d e r  "p e rfe c t through, su ffe r in g s" .

I a  Hebr. 3 : 1 - 6  th e  d iv ine  Appointment i s  emphasised 
once more. 5he o oc ttjr t r e f e r s  to  the  supreaecy of Jesus, 
cwei th e  whole houBehold cef S c ith .  I n  3  $ 2  Je sus i s  oom- 
meniied a s  beings " fa i th f u l  to  •aod whc appointed him",.
The same d iv in e  oppolntment i s  In fe rre d  in  vs« 6 ( t r .  SBB 
which g iv e s  th e  eenae t a t  i s  no t sM ic-Uy a  w r&  'ey w f i  
trana l£ .ticsi) : "C h ris t i s  f a i t h f u l  a s  a  son, s e t  over h is
household".

I n  H ebr. 5 1 1 - 1 0  th e  a iv i^ a  appoir.tment i s  fu r th e r  
defined  a s  an  o rd in atio n  to  th e  p ries thood  which i s  according 
to  th e  o rder o f  Melchlse&ek. A g en era l p r in c ip le  of o rd i-  
B atlor. t o  th e  p ries th o o d  i s  la id  d c m  in  v s .  1: “Brexs Ui^a
p r ie s t  i e  taken  f ro n  among men and appointed, th e i r  rep ieeen - 
ta t iv e  before  Qod"L The one who ntifcea th e  appointment ij3 
God siiicB no-one can appoin t h im self  t n  th e  p ries thood  (vs.4> . 
I a  th e  name m y  C h r is t "d id  no t con fe r upon him self the  
g lo i7  o f  beoortsg  h i-^i p r i e s t ; i t  mxs gran ted  by God, •fih.c 
EBid to  him, ‘Tticu a r t  my Son; today have I  begotten t h e e '; 
oa a ls o  I n  onothi-r place  he says, 'Thou a r t  a  p r ie s t  fo rever, 
in  th e  succession  o f  M mlohizedek'". (vas . 5? BBB).®*'

94, Some adduce proo f from th e se  two 02. Q uotations th a t 
th e  people to  whom th e  l e t t e r  was addressed  made a  d is t in c ­
t io n  between th e  Messiah o f  David ( fa .  2 : 7 )  and th e  high  
p r ie s t ly  Messiah (Pa. 110 s 4) .  Of. Y. 3 a d ia ,QB. o i t . ,  
(S c rl’p ta  H te rcso lja itc iaa  I f ) , 1956, pp,56$f) B . XssaEitoT tp$, 
c i t . ,  pp. x x v i i l f . But Hebsews a s s e r ts  th a t  both fu n c tim s  
a re  i n  one m essian ic  f ig u re . Je su s  belonged to  th e  t r ib e  
o f  Judah and th e re fo re  could no t belong vo th o  A aronic priesfr--, 
hood. The answer to  th e  problem woe found by a sso c ia tin g  
Jesus no t w ith  Aaron,, bu t w ith  th e  p r ie s t-k in g  M elchieeiek 
who i s  in troduced  in. Sen. 14 : 18,



I n  Hebr. 5 :13-6 , 20 our au th o r emphasises th e  In f in i te  
v a l id i ty  of Je a u s1 d lr lo e  appointment ae  high  p r ie a t  a f te r  
th e  o rder o f Melohlzadek. Two d iv ine  oaths a re  r e fe rre d  to  
i n  t h i s  passage . God made th a  o r ig in a l covenant w ith  Abra­
ham and conoludea I t  With an  oath  ( re s .  3.41)i and 10 vaa. 
16£fi, in  leg& ri to  6  'Becond. d iv ine  06th , he sasJcae an  oblique 
referenoe  to  Ba. 110 : 4 "The lo rd  Uoa swom.and. w il l  no t 
change h ie  purpose: You a re  a  p r ie s t  . fo r  ever with­
out a c tu a lly  c i t in g  i t .  So then  when Jesus r a e  appointed 
h e i r ,  and a s  h e i r  over a l l  th in g s , th e  p r ie s t  in  th e  heaven­
l y  tem ple, t h i s  appointment was guaranteed and made doubly 
c e r ta in  by th e  d iv in e  oath.

Hebr. 7 i a  a  chap te r which s e t s  out to  prove th e  super­
io r i t y  of th e  o rd e r  o f Melchlzedek to  th e  o rder o t Aaron.
Aa one o f  th e  conclusive  proofs i t  i s  po in ted  out iu  refe ­
rence to  Fa. l l v  : 4 th a t  an  oath  was sworn by S id  a t  th e  
moment of Je su s ' appointment to  th e  p riesthood , whereas no 
oa th  was sworn when th e  descendants o f  Aaron were made 
p r ie s t s .  So then  th e  e lev a tio n  o f  th e  Son to  a  p o s it io n  of 
u n iv e rs a l h e ir ih lp  and a u th o ri ty  was a t  th e  same time an ex­
a l ta t io n  to  an in te roeaao ry  p r ie s t ly  function , becoming a 
m in is tia n t i n  the  heavenly tem ple. Chapter 7 ends w ith 
words which c le a r ly  endorse th e  Won's appointment: "The
h igh  p r ie s ts  made by th e  lew a re  men in  a l l  t h e i r  f r a i l t y ;  
bu t th e  p r ie s t  appoin ted  by th e  words o f th e  oa th  which 
supersedes th e  law  i a  th e  Son, made p e rfec t now f o r  ever'1. 

(Of. a ls o  Hebr. 8 s 3 ).

I n  th e  pa rano tlo  se c tio n  of Hebrews (10 s 19 -  13 s 25) 
some s ig n i f ic a n t  s ta tem ents a re  made w ith  regard  t o  th e  d i­
v ine  d isp o s i tio n  o f  th e  in h e ritan c e  to  C h r is t . I n  10 s 21f f  
C h r is t i s  r e fe r re d  to  a s  ,ra  g rea t p r ie s t  se t over th e  house­
ho ld  o f  God", and then  tu rn in g  th e  r e a d e r 's  mind to  Sod he  
w citea t “ tine Gxver o f  th e  prom iseoaybe tru s te d 1’.

The f i r s t  o f  th e se  s ta tem en ts  I s  a  t i t l e  which appears 
a fflin  and ag a in  in  Hebrews, e i th e r  exp ressly  s ta te d  o r  by in -
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Z ere n ce .^  I t  i s  based la rg e ly  on th e  prophecy o f  Zeehariah 
6 : l i f t ,  wtdch speaks o f  th e  coronation of Joshua th e  high 
p r ie s t  who i s  c a lle d  th e  Branch, and of whoa i t  i s  prophesied 
th a t  he w i l l  "build th e  temple and be given ro y a l d ign ity  
and a u th o ri ty , The scene in  v s . 13 i s  th a t  o f  a  king  seated 
on h is  th rone^6 w ith  a  p r ie s t  sea ted  on h is  r ig h t  hand, the 
position , o f a u th o r i ty .  T h is  scene i s  probably the  same 
scene th a t  th e  au th o r o f Hebrews has i n  mind w ith God seated 
oa  th a  throne and th e  See., p r ie s t  a f t e r  th e  order o f M elchi- 
zedek sea ted  on h i s  r ig h t  hand, th e  po sitio n  from whieh be 
ex e rc is es  h ia  ro y a l a s  w ell a s  h i s  p r ie s t ly  a u th o r i ty ,^
H ebr. 10 : 21 t e l l s  u s  th a t  th e  Son had th i s  p o s itio n .
Hebr. 10 : 23 in fonas us th a t  Sod i s  th e  d ispose r of th is  
r ig h t  by means of h i s  promise. He i s  th e  "One who Promises", 
The promises r e fe r re d  to  in  10 : 23 a re  i n  a l l  p ro b ab il ity  
th e  two oaths th a t  God swears -  th e  one to  Abreham when be 
made the  covenant w ith  him, and th e  o the r t o  th e  5m  when he 
made him H eir  and P r i e s t . ^  The c e r ta in ty  of th e  covenant 
and i t s  promises i s  th u s  th e  c e r ta in ty  of G o d ,^  nbo by pairing 
th e  covenant w ith  Abraham e s tab l ish ed  th e  People of God, and 
by making a  covenant w ith  th e  Son give him f u l l  a u th o rity  
over th a t  same People o f God,

f in a l ly  i n  th e  p raye r passage100 a t  th e  end of Hebrews 
(13 i 20f )  we encounter a b r ie f  rec e rk  about God la i s in g  our 
"Lord Je su s, th e  g re a t shepherd of th e  sheep from th e  dead.101

95. Hear. 1  t  2 ; 2 •. IT ; 3 i 1 ,  6; 5 s 5 ,  10; 6 : 20;
7 i 56, 28; 0 : 1 ;  9 I 11; 10 : 21.
96. Probably a  king  c f  tb s  Bavid ic  l in e  c f .  Zech. 12 : 10;ff>

97. Of. esp . Hebr. 8 : I f .
96. Hebr. 6 ;  13-20; 7  •. 20-25-
99. M ichel, op. c i t . ,  p .232; M onteflore, op. c i t . ,  p .175.

100. I n  th e  form o f  a L a tin  " o o lle e ta  o ia tio "  composed in  
th e  th i r d  person. Of. Bruce, op. o i t . , p .410.

101. M ichel, op, o i t . ,  p . 362 n3; .Bruce, op. o i t . ,  p .411?
M ootefjare, op. c i t . ,  p .251 r e f e r  t o  a  p a r a l le l  passage vfaich 
u n d e rlie s  t h i s  hymn in  I s a .  63 : 11 ( iX t) : "itoere i e  he th a t  
brought up from th e  sea  th e  shepherd of th e  sheep?" Ref, to



th e  People of

e x a lta tio n  (the  blood of
th e  e te rn a l  covo^mut), and from t h i s  death he

death  (the  blood of
e te rn a l, covenant) th e  b e lre o ip

when be appoin ted  th e  Son to  h e irs h ip  and in h e ritan c e .

disao lu tL y  vnxlted w ith  th e  e stab lishm ent of th e  Oovenant 
m de  by h ie  blood aad e ffe c tiv e  in  v ir tu e  o f  i f .  Of. 
a o n te f io re , op. o i t . , p .251.



EAHPOKOMQE ILUITQW "H eir o f  A ll Things" i s  otvloxis-

th i e  i s  nCTt only a  t i t l e  f o r  the 
i o r  tb e  E p is tle  o f  Hebrews a s  we]

jd , w ith th e  a u th o r i ty  Inheren t in  th a t  p o s it io n . 

The meaning o f  th e  t i t l e  "H eir o f A ll Things" he

t i t l e  i s  da ten n in e i by th e  ex ten t of

h e ritan o e  bad a lnaye  been h ie  poeaeeaion and, ae  Moatafi 
says, h i s  e x a l ta t io n  was " h ie  r e -e n t ry  in to  th ^ t  whioh h 
alw ays been h i s  la w fu l p lace" (p . 34 ). B ut though th e  
h a rita n c e  had alw ays been b i s ,  he did  n o t have afCeotlve

She Greek word HXtjpovogOd;

eana th a t  wben th e  h e ir  in h e r i t s ,  th e  i rh e r ita n o e  does 
become h ie  a u to e a t io a l ly ,  but th a t  i t  i a  something whioh 
lie possessed , sometimes by fo rc e  o f  arm s, even involving



session  o f  th e  p roperty . Thus a lthough  Canaan belonged to  
I s r a e l  by r ig h t  o f  th e  covenant promises made to  h e r p a tr i ­
a rc h s , Abraham, Isaa c  end Jacob an4 eventually  a lso  to  Hoses, 
y e t she was in  th e  w ilderness and d id  no t have c o n tro l of her 
la n d . E ven tually  a  man of f a i t h  a ro se , Joshua, who believed  
th e  prom ises and le d  th e  people in to  th e  land to  conquer i t ,  
t o  possess i t ,  to  d ispossess th e  peoples in  wrongful posses-, 
slo p , so th a t  I s r a e l  might no t be h e i r  i n  name 00I 7 , bu t a lso  
i n  f a c t .  In  th e  same way Jesus crossed  th e  r iv e r  Jordan of 
s u ffe r in g  and death  in to  "the promiaed lat-1 beyond. T his he 
d id  by being made th e  p e rfe c tly  mature See through th e  suf­
fe r in g s  toe ensured. This would a c t  have lean possib le  had he 
n o t taken  hmcan f le s h  in  th e  in c a rn a tio n  and become a  man know­
in g  p a in , f e a r  and u ltim a te ly  d e ath , so th a t  through death  he 
ta s te d  death  fo r  every man to  tie s t- ry  th e  works ezid t l i s  hege­
mony o f  th e  D evil who had kept men in  bondage by f e a r  a t  
dea th . The D evil hE.fi t o  be d ispossessed  o f  h i s  wrongful occu­
pa tio n  and th i s  th e  Son d id  by making purgation of s in s  through 
h i s  own death .

The redemption o f  meolda.4, ^ as ticv s la r lj  o f  those  Wo 
would c o n s titu te  h is  household, was the  m otivating cause o f  
th e  iBCBm etiou, s u ffe r in g  and death  of th e  son. The p ic tu re  
p resen ted  in  Hebrews i s  th a t  of th e  to y  of Atoneoeot. On th a t 
c e n tra l  day o f  th e  Jew ish re l ig io n  th e  high p r ie s t ,  viho r e s  
descended from le v i  and Aaron, would p u r ify  him self of g in  by 
means o f  washings and s a c r if ic e s ,  and then o f fe r  " the  blood of 
b u lla  and goa ts  end th e  aehoa of w  h e i f e r  sp rink led  on th e  
a l ta r "  (Hebr. 9 : 15) to  make atonement f o r  th e  sino  of th e  
people. $'ne au th o r o f Hebrews considers th e  A aronic h igh  
p r ie s t  to  be a type  o f  th e  p e rfe c tio n  o f  the  p r ie s t ly  work 
ach ieved  by Jesus th e  id e a l high  p r ie s t .  He w ri te s  w ith in  
th e  framework o f  P la to n ic  philosophy. The O t. p r ie s t  i s  th e  
Im perfect e a r th ly  shadow, whereas th e  heavenly id e a l i s  to  be 
seen  in  th e  e te rn a l  p r ie s t  who i s ,  accord ing  to  the  o rder o f 
M elchlzedek, perform ing h is  s a c r if ic e  no t i n  th e  m a teria l 
temple of Jerusalem  which i s  a ls o  a  mere shadow, bu t in  th e
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e te r n a l  hsavenly tem ple, no t made w ith  hands, Ae th e  s in le ss  
one Jeexis 318 no t need to  o f fe r  a s a c r if ic e  f o r  M s own sine , 
n o r d id  he ta k e  anim als w ith whioh to  m ke atonement fo r  th e  
p e o p le 's  e in s , bu t a s  th e  p e rfe c t p r ie s t  and th e  p e rfec t 
s a c r if ic e  he by one a c t  o f  s e l f  s a c r if ic e  o ffe re d  him self to  
a b o lish  s in . He was "o ffe re d  once to  bear th e  burden of 
men1 s  r in s "  (Hebr. 9 s 28). The purpose of t h i s  hum iliation  
unto death  vas f o r  h i s  b ro th e r s .  I t  re su l te d  in  th e  way 
a c ro ss  th e  r iv e r  Jordan  in to  th e  s p i r i tu a l  promised land  being 
opened . be l i eve r s  being ab le  to  e n te r  ' v  having th e  coinage 
o f  f a i t h .  These people become b e liev e rs  by having th e ir  
minds en ligh tened  by th e  m in is try  of th e  Word of God, bu t be­
in g  en ligh tened  they  dare  no t stand  s t i l l  nor go backward or 
e ls e  they  w i l l  r i s k  p e rd it io n . Rather they  must e n te r  the  
la n d  o f  Promise, fo llow ing in  th e  fp o ts te p s  o f  th e i r  le a d e r-  
O aptain, Je su s , l ik e  him being prepared to  be completely obe­
d ie n t to  th e  heavenly v is io n , follow ing  a f t e r  a s  p a rtn e rs  in  
su ffe r in g  a s  w ell a s  lay ing  claim  to  a  l o t  i n  th a t  land .
Such ones th e  heavenly le a d e r  recognises  a s  b ro th e rs  and c a l ls  
them such. Those obedient fo llow ers  a re  then  s a n c ti f ie d  in  
th e  blood o f  th e  e te r n a l  s a c r if ic e  o f  th e  Sen and made by God's 
grace  members o f  th e  People of God.

The People of God comprises th e  so c a lle d  "household of 
Bod" (Hebr. 3 i 2f ,  6) .  I t  i s  over t h i s  household th a t  the  
Son a s  F irs t -b o rn  h as been given  complete a u th o iity .  Accord­
in g  to  the  Ja w  codes o f  th e  f i r s t  c e n tiu r  and even be fo re  th a t ,  
th e  n a tr ia  p o te s ta s  was au to m atica lly  in h e r i te d  1?  th e  e ld es t 
son a long  w ith  th e  in h e ri ta n c e  of th e  f ami ly  came. I h i s  f a -  . 
m ily name became. The symbol o f  th e  a u th o ri ty  o f  th e  e ld e s t .
I n  th e  oe.se o f  Jeans he was " f i rs t -b o m "  in  tiro a sp ec ts .
F i r s t l y  a s  th e  agent i n  th e  c re a tio n  of " a l l  o rd e is  o f ex is­
te n ce 1’ he preceded a.'3 th in g s , whether they  be an g elic  o r 
m a te r ia l.  As th e  " f i rs t -b o m "  he had precedence a s  w ell a s  
a u th o r i ty  over even th e  h ig h e s t angels-  vMch according to  Jew­
is h  th in k in g  would make h i s  a u th o r i ty  d iv in e . Be had been 
r a is e d  i n  f a c t  a s  h ig h  above them " a s  th e  t i t l e  he h a s  i n -  .



h e r i te d  i e  su p e rio r to  th e ir s "  ( l  s 4 ) .  The t i t l e  referred , to  
might w ell be th a t  one mentioned two tb s .  p rev ious ly  in  1 : 2 
v iz .  "H eir o f A ll  T hings"» In  th e  p a ra l le l  passage of Ool.
1 s 15 -  20 t h i s  seao ing  would correspond w ith  th a t o f  O il.
1 : 15 whereas Col. 1  s IS  corresponds to  th e  second meaning 
o f  " f i rs t -b o rn "  in  Hebrews, i . e .  th e  "fica t- 'b cm ” from tha  
dead. The People (household) of God c o n s is t o f those  who 
f e a r le s s ly  keep th e i r  hopes high  ( )  6) ,  "who through f a i th
and p a tience  a re  in h e r i tin g  th e  promisee11 (6 : 12) ,  who ibey 
th e  c a l l  o f GOd even though they  cannot »ve where i t  i s  lead­
in g . ( l l  i 9 f f ) .  They by f a i t h  in  th e i r  Leader e n te r  and en­
joy  th e  Promised Land, no t im perfec tly  a s  did  to s  I s r a e l  o f 
th e  OT., bu t e n te r in g  in to  a  complete r e s t  which i s  reserved 
f o r  them. The Son a s  th e  Leader i s  th e 'tf ire t-b o m  o f  those 
who have en tered . Aa " f i rs t -b o rn "  h e  in h e r i ts  th e  family 
name and i s  given f u l l  a u th o ri ty , being " se t over h ie  house­
hold" . Once again  th e  t i t l e  o f 1 : 2 would apply  to  h i s  In ­
h e rita n c e  o f  th a t  a l l  embracing a u th o ri ty  over h i s  brethren: 
"H eir o f A ll fh in g e1’ . There i s  a  remarkable j a i a l l e l  to  
E phesians 1 j 18 -  23 where C h ris t i s  sa id  to  have a t i t l e  
which i s  i n f in i t e ly  supe rio r to  a n g e lic  beings a s  w ell a s  be-- 
in g  t o t a l  i n  th e  church, through which h i s  a u th o ri ty  extends 
over a l l  th in g s .

'f t i l le  th e  in h e ritan c e  a s  conceived by Hebrews i s  a  s p i r i ­
t u a l  b le ss in g  c a l le d  " re s t" ,  a lre ad y  ob ta ined  by Jesus through 
h ia  dee-th. and e x a l ta t io n , and i s  t i l  th e  process o£ being  ob­
ta in e d  by th e  b e lie v e r s , being th e  land  s p i r i t u a l #  aod tr a n e -  
cen d en ta lly  conceived, y e t th e  broader understanding of th e  in ­
h e rita n c e  i s  a lsn  p rese n t. The in h e ri tan c e , which contempo­
ra ry  Judaism had a lre ad y  broadened from being th e  Land to  in ­
c lude  th e  e n t ir e  Cosmos, r e s  regarded  a s  such by th e  au th o r Of 
Hebrews. The m a te r ia l in h e ri tan c e  nos " th e  universe" (SEE). 
The r ig h t  o f  in h e ri tan c e  over a l l  m a te r ia l spheres was because 
o f  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  Son hod been in strum en ta l in  t h e i r  crea­
t i o n .  r-uaoisn a le o  knew t h i s  argument i n  th a t  i t  was p o sited



Mount Z la :. The Son a o t only made " a l l  o rders o f ex latedoe" , 
b a t th »  p ro v id en tia l sustenanoe o f  these  " a l l  th ings"  t e  due 
t o  h ia ,  o f .  I s ?  " th e  Sm  . . . . .  giist'j.lne th e  universe  by b is

e f t  n o th ing  th a t i s  n e t  su b je c t"  (2 i  8  ZJ39).

Te have considered how t h i s  supreme t i t l e  o f  "B e it o f A ll

and A ll su b je c t in g  t i t l e .  The primary f a c t  th a t  «re a re  toJA 
about th e  Son i s  th a t  God's f i n a l  and most p e rfec t rev e la t io n

th e  effu lgence  of G od's splendour end th e  stamp of God' 
being" ( l  : 3) .  The c lo se  a s so c ia tio n  o f  th e  te n s  "Sc 
th e  r e v e la t io n  o f  God i n  th e  e a r ly  C h ris t ian  t r a d i t io n

e le c tin g  him (o f. I  P e t.  1 :  20; Hob.

29).

most ev iden t by th e  le g i l . in i s a t io n  o f  th e  S-ti a t  h i s

The rec o g n itio n  of th e  F a th e r by th e  Son i a d i -

o th e rs , th o se  who become

knowing and rec o g n itio n  o f  God



by nan taKee p lace  only a t  th a t  plaoe a t  tiiish. Qod dm  we near 
to  oa',1.  2h le  drawing c j a t  o f Gcd to  man ta k es  p lace  i n  Jesue , 
the  Son by means of whom Qod has spoken, to  " W  in  these  l a s t  ' 
days, SO then  Jesue  of H azareth reppeaented h i s  Fa the r wjj«h 
f a l l  a u th o ri ty  a s  a  man revealing  th e  d iv ine  way to  l i f e  being 
through hum ilia tio n  a s  seen i n  the, in carn atio n , su ffe r in g  bM  
death  of Je su s. The one decla red  in  Hebr. 1 s 2 t o  be "Heir 
o f  A ll  Things" i/i th e  Son, who though e te rn a l became tem poral. 
so  th a t  he might make pu rgation  o f  s in s ,  the reby  revealing  
th e  redem ptive w i l l  and saving purpose of God h is  Bather.
The r e s u l t  o f t h i s  p e rfec t r e v e la t io n  by th e  Son's redemptive 
a o t tbs h is  e x a lta tio n  to  an in f in i t e ly  superio r a u th o ri ta t iv e  
p o s it io n  o t  Sod*a r ig h t  hand.

A fu r th e r  deduction may be made from th e  above a s  f a r  a s  
th e  ohrisrtology o f  Hebrews i s  concerned, The f e e t  th a t  he i e  
Son o f  Gcd im plies th a t  Je su s ' o r ig in  or source i s  in  Qod (c f . 
J n .  12 2 *9 ). Being o f  d iv ine  o r ig in  he , a s  a r e s u l t  Of h is  
own m t i a a t lo n ,  became 't h e  source ' o f  a l l  those  who fo llow  
him in  obedience. So then  th e  S m , o rig in a tin g  i s  God and %
ach iev ing  th e  possession  of h ie  inh e ritan c e  by obedience b e - '
cornea i n  h is  tu r .i a  source o f  b le ss in g  to  those  who obey, i&o <
endure su ffe r in g , making l ig h t  o f  Uisgiaoe w ith "dyes f ix e d  on 
Je su s, <n whan f a i t h  depends from s t a r t  t o  f in ish "  (Hebr. 12 : 

2 ) .

In  any d e c is iv e  a o t a  tim e f a c to r  i s  involves. The 
q uestion  may well be pub a s  to  th e  tim e when th e  i i i i r  e n tered  
in to  h i s  in h e ri ta n c e . The Son hae been m de h e i r ,  There 
can be no doubt th a t  th i s  a c t  o f  e x a lta tio n  and coronation  i s  
com plete, "whom he has made h e ir 1' i s  in  th e  a o r is t”te a s e ,  in ­
d ic a tin g  th a t  th e  Son was cade h e i r  a t  a  s p e c if ic  Ulme. T his 
tim e can  only be u t a  moment follow ing  h ie  d e ath . M s deepest 
hum ilia tion , f o r  tjten  he became a  mature Son, e l i g i t l e  to  t i t e r  
h i s  Fa the r1 e in h e ri ta n c e , and he a ls o  became “ eoitioe o f  
e te rn a l sa lv atio n "  t o  n i l  who obey him. S im ila rly  i n  1 s 3 
he i s  s a id  to  have token  h is  s e a t a t  th e  r ig h t  hand; o f Majesty
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on h igh . Tha te n se  once more i s  a o r i s t  In d ica tin g  th a t  t h i s  
e x a lta tio n  took plage a t  a  sp e c if ic  tim e. In  f s o t  th e  im­
p lic a t io n  o f  Hebr. 1  i 1  -  4 i s  th a t  th e  appointment of th e  
Son ae  H eir, and th e  Son’ s  tak ing  h is  p lace  took  p lace  a t  the  
sane  p o in t o f  time follow ing  on to  th e  extreme hum iliation  of 
th e  Son 's death  upon th e  c ro ss . " h ie  i a  fu r th e r  brought out 
try a  study of th e  te n ses  o f th a t  key passage Hebr. 5 : 8 -  10, 
Here "he learned1' ,  "he su ffe red " , "he became" and v s . 10 "he 
was named'" a re  a l l  i n  th e  a o r i s t  ten se  in d ic a tin g  th a t  a t  the  
moment he "learned" he a ls o  "su ffe red"  a r .l  being brought to  
m a tu rity  "became" th e  source o f  s a lv a tio n  to  obedient ones, 
and a t  th a t  same moment was "named" (a  f i r s t  a o r i s t  passive 
p a r t i c ip l e )  a s  h igh  p r ie s t .  So th e n  a s  f a r  a s  Ihe Son i s  
concerned th e re  I s  no r e a l  problem about th e  tim e o f  h i s  being 
appoin ted  t o  u n iv e rsa l h e irs h ip . I t  was a t  th e  moment when 
h ie  su f fe r in g  and death  r e su l te d  i n  h is  e x a lta tio n  and the  
ta k in g  up of M e p lace  a t  th e  r ig h t  hand of th e  M ajesty on

When i t  comes to  th e  en trance  o f  b e liev e rs  in to  th e  in ­
h e rita n c e  i t  i s  no t q u ite  a s  sim ple. In  Hebr. 1  s 3 the  
a o r i s t  i s  used fo r  th e  time when purgation  o f  s in s  was brought 
about. T herefore a t  th e  tim e th a t  th e  Son en tered  h is  in ­
h e ritan c e  he  perfonned an a c t o f  redemption which made i t  pos­
s ib l e  from th r.t tim e on f o r  b e liev e rs  to  e n te r  in to  th e i r  in ­
h e rita n c e  in  the  wake o f  th e i r  d iv ine  Leader. T his process 
which began a t  th e  tim e of Je su s ' redemptive death  i s  given 
emphasis by a  s ig n i f ic a n t use of th e  in g res s iv e  a o r i s t .  So 
in  Hebr. 2 : 10 th e  tim e o f  th e  p e rfec tio n  of th e  Son through 
su f fe r in g s  was a ls c  th e  tim e when th e  many sons began t o  be 
brought to  g lo ry . I n  Hebr. 13 s 2 we a re  *old th a t  Jesus 
su ffe red  ou tside  th e  ga te  to  s a n c tify  ( a o r is t)  th e  people and 
th e  continuous e f fe c t  o f  t h i s  s a n c t i f ic a t io n  in to  th e  prgaen* 
I s  brought o u t I n  10 : 14 where th e  presen t p a r t ic ip le  i s  
u sed "he has p e rfec te d  . . . . .  tho se  win a re  being  Esnctified". 
T herefore back slid in g  i s  so se rio u s  s in c e  i t  i s  a  r e je c t io n  of 
t h i s  p rese n t s a n c t i f ic a t io n  (Hebr. 10 : 29 ). The p resen t
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contimiDus ten se  i s  used in  conjunction w ith  thti bd liav er1 a 
e n te r in g  h is  prond-Bed " re s t"  (Hebr, 4 : 3)» implying th a t  the  
b e lie v e r  baa n o t a lre ad y  en tered , bu t thEit he i s  here sad  now 
con tin u ally  "en te ring"  and s tr iv in g  to  e n te r  th a t  r e s t .  In  
s im ila r  ve in  Hebr. 11 t 6 p rese n ts  th e  b e liev e r  os She "seek­
ing"  one. For th e  b e lie v e r  then  th e  p rocess o f en tering  the  
promised, " re s t"  began a t  th e  Son 's s e l f  s a c r if ic e  on th e  c ro ss , i t  
i s  ap p lied  to  th e  b e liev e r  by th e  en lig h tenment of th e  word, 
and he then  proceeds to  "'seek" and to  "en ter"  in  th e  p resen t; 
bu t th e re  ia  a ls o  a  fu tu re  dim ension to  t h i s  s tr iv in g , o s  in  
3  ; 6 we a re  to ld  th a t  soash ip  i s  cond itiona l: " i f  we hold
f a s t  th e  confidence and the  r e jo ic in g  o f  th e  hope firm  m to  
th e  end” .  T his fu tu re  emphasis a s  f a r  a s  b e liev e rs  a re  con­
cerned i s  very  c le a r ly  brought out in  Hebr. 1  : 14 whore be- 
lie v e ro  a re  described  o s  those  "abo-Jt ,* in h e r i t  sa lv atio n " .
Aad a ls o  in  4 : S£f. "There must s t i l l  be, th e re fo re , a  
%-lace o f  r e s t  re se rv e s  fmr God's people, th e  seventh day r e s t  
. . . .  We must th e re fo re  do every th ing  we can to  reach th i s  
7-lace o f  r e s t ,  o r  soma of you might copy th is  example o f  d is ­
obedience and be lo s t " .

B ulievere a re  th e re fo re  placed  w ith in  th e  h is to ry  o f  s a l­
v a tio n . They a re  made h e irs  o f  th e  promise to  Abrabun which 
th e y  v tlII  p ossess by b e l ie f .  F a ilu re  to  in h e r i t  sa lv atio n  
can <c_ly be thrnugh u n b e lie f . B e lie f  i s  a  p e rs i s te n t q u a lity .  
T h is i s  breugbt out a g iln  in  6 i 12 where b e liev e rs  a re  de- 
s c r i ta a  os those  who "through f a i t h  and patience  in h e r i t  the 
prom ises". So th e n , though u ltim a te  sa lv a tio n  l i e s  only In 
th e  fu tu re , th e  hope of th a t s a lv a t io n  whioh ie  based on 'an­
c ie n t  p r ra la c s  i e  a  ;xcesent poasessicai. These premises o re  
so c e r ta in  t o  th e  h e ifo  (Hebr. 6 : 17) th a t  3od did  no t only 
p rem ia ., bu t he  doubly confirmed th e  promise w ith  a a  oath .

I -  sh o rt th e  timv of J e su s ' po ssession  woo M s e x a lta tio n  
r e s u l t in g  from M s  death . The way war opu.^d f o r  th e  be­
l ie v e r s  by C h r is t 's  death , so th a t  they  were introduced  to  
t h e i r  in h e ritan c e  by th e  gospe l. Throughout th e i r  l ife tim e



they  have beoomo busy aejk lng  and e n te r ia ^  thaL j " iv a t '’ ehlati 
w i l l  f in a l ly  be possessed by then  a t  some fu tu re  da te , But 
t h i s  Su ture  b l i s s  ia  so sure  th a t  i t  p rovides such a  stead­
f a s t  and sure hope th a t  th i s  hops I n  i t s  tu rn  provides enabling 
f o r  th e  p resen t to  th e  b e liev e r .

Je su e 1 e n te r in g  h i s  u n ive rsa l in h e ritan c e  im plies tin."*: 
t h i s  a c t has introduced  th e  Eachaton,  th e . l a s t  (toys. . ..
The message o f  1 i 2 i s  th a t  God h as spoken to  us by th e  Son 
" in  th e se  l a s t  days". This means th a t  Sod 's f i n a l  word has 
been spoken, and th a t  b e liev e rs  must prepare f o r  th e  second 
coming in  g lo iy . The au tho r o f Hebrews i s  w ritin g  to  the 
people who l i v e  In  th e  u n c e rta in  v a rie d  in  between th e  f i r s t  
and th e  second comings o f  Je sus and so h is  message l a  th a t  
they  should ever be ready, meet r e g u la r ly  to g e th e r  and keep 
th e  example cnti person of Jesus be fo re  th e i r  m ind 's eye t e s t  
th e y  grow weary.

■Tagus’ being made "H eir o t  A ll  Things" M e  sp e c ia l S igni­
f ica n ce  f o r  th e  b e lie v e r  a s  f a r  a s  th e  a u th o ri ty  o f th e  Son 
and th e re fo re  th e  obedience of th e  b e liev e r  i s  oonoemed. As 
the  a u th o r i ty  of th e  Son over h i s  household i s  t o t a l ,  so th e  
b e lie v e r1s  obedience ou st be t o t a l .  This obedience c o n sis ts  
in  s e l f  d e n ia l, h u m ilia tio n , choosing th e  c o rrec t pa th  even i f  
i t  be th e  d i f f i c u l t  one, and t h i s  obedd.aace does no t atop short 
o f  death  even a s  Jesus o ffe re d  h im self.

The way of s e l f  d e n ia l, obedience and f a i t h  i s  enabled by 
th e  b e lie v e r1s t r u s t  in  th e  Son who i s  no t only th e  Leafier, 
b u t a ls o  th e  Source of e te rn a l sa lv atio n .. He knows a s  he be­
l ie v e s  th a t  he  h as a  sym pathetic h igh  p r ie s t  who has him self 
"passed through th e  t e s t  o f su ffe rin g "  and so " i s  a b le  to  h i lp  
th o se  who a re  meeting t h e i r  t e s t  now" (2 : 16 ). Yet h i s  high  
p r ie s t  went through a l l  th e se  t r i a l s  w ithout s in  and having 
done so , baa passed  through  th e  heavens (4 i  14ff)» There he 
appears be fo re  God on th e  b e liev u r1e beha l f  (9 ; 24) and " th a t 
i a  why he i s  a b le  to  save a b so lu te ly  those  who approach God 
through  himj he i s  alw ays liv in g  to  plead  on th e i r  b e h a lf '. .
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