Conclusion

Norms, rules and appropriateness conditions are liable to change.
Translations made at different times thercfore tend to be made under
different conditions and turn out differently, not because they are good or
bad, but because they have been produced to satisfy different demands. It
cannot-be stressed enough that the production of different translation at
different times does not point to any 'betrayal’ of absolute standards, but

rather to the absence ... of any such standards.
(Lefevere & Bassnett 1990:5)

Rather than the application of a static model of translation, the analysis of the three
texts offers a descripive comparison of the illocutionary, locutionary and
perlocutionary impact of the textual samples on the respective readerships. The notion
of the reader is not without problems for the analysis as the three texts have been
produced at different times for different readers. Readerships do not present a static
group but are forever changing, in a state of flux. Any author or translator has to rely
on a model for the likely reader, the ‘'model reader’ who is supposedly able to deal with
the language of the text in the same way as the author deals with them (Eco 1979:7).
Every text selects a very general model reader through the choice of the specific

linguistic code, the literary style and specific specialization indices (Eco 1979:8).

There are, however, also extralingual elements that create model readers and text
types, as the overview of the 'systemic context' in chapter 1 shows. Although
Gordimer's status as writer (‘Schriftstellerin von Weltruf') is similar in all three
contexts, although her role of criticising the apartheid regime is emphasised, her
complex role of a white, middle-class writer in South Africa is not recognised in either
of the German contexts. The paradox of writing for the cause of people who are
mostly illiterate and would in most cases not have access to her books, the paradox of
being a South African writer who is celebrated by the white literary world, tends to be

overlooked by German reviewers and critics. The German readership is less diverse in
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the sense that illiteracy is almost unknown and books are affordable for the majority of
readers.. There is a major difference in the way Gordimer's work is perceived in East
and West Germany. To the West German readership, Gordimer is presented as world
renowned writer in the western tradition. Her work is regarded as reflecting not so
much specific South African problems and situations, but as depicting universal human
suffering and fate. This view should have a marked impact on the translation, the
marketing and the reception of her work. Within East Germany's Kulturpolitik,
Gordimer's work is regarded as specifically South African writing reflecting the
struggle against the unjust apartheid and capitalist system. In this sense, at least with
regard to the extralinguistic context, the South African and East German texts are
much ‘closer' texts than the West German text, which may be regarded as more ‘open’.
According to Eco (1979:9), ‘close' texts aim to arouse a much more specific reaction
from the model reader than the ‘open' texts that offer a greater flexibility of

interpretation and thus the possibility of a misinterpretation is smaller.

That difference in perception of Gordimer's work is also shown by the macro-analysis
in chapter 2. The blurbs or introductions of both the SA and the E text portray
Gordimer as engagée writer who skilfully depicts the harsh and unjust South African
realities. The E text offers the reader a glossary, a fact which further stresses the
"South Africanness" of the text as the entries in the glossary are regarded as
"untranslatable” or as so important for the specific reading of the text, that further
explanations for the reader are offered. This is another element of a ‘closed' text. The
terms 'open’ and 'closed’ are not absolute terms but rather define elements within a text
that are part of the greater whole. The texts' open or closed structure is not consistent,
as the micro-analysis shows. The blurb on Gordimer in the W text regards Gordimer
not as a specifically South African writer but as western writer in the modernist
radition showing ‘Momentaufnahmen des menschlichen Daseins'. As mentioned in
chapter 2, this difference in perception may be based on different ideologies: the West

German publishers rely on a high number of copies sold and at least initially, when
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Gordimer was first published in the fifties, were faced with the problem of promoting a
relatively unknown writer. The East German publisher is committed to promoting
'Widerstandsliteratur' from abroad and does not have to be concerned with the
marketability of the text, as the publishing industry is not profit-oriented. Also, due to
the fact that the E text was produced almost thirty years later, at a ime when the
politcal unrest in South Africa reached its climax, much greater care was taken in
presenting the text as politically conscious writing and a greater emphasis was put on
explaining the specifically South African political and social context. Thus, also on the
macro-level, the W text is presented as "high" literature in the modemist tradition
whereas the E text is an instance of political writing as well as "high" literature. There
is no genre shift from the SA text to either the E text or the W text. All three texts are
clearly indicated as short fiction and are all published by publishing houses known for

promoting literature of a high standard.

The micro-analysis which consists of a discourse analysis of six textual samples for the
three texts respectively, is based on theories by Bell, Talgeri and Fairclough. Rather
than a sentence-by-sentence analysis of the texts, the overall interpretive force of the
texts is analysed and the illocutionary and perlocutionary impact on the readers
compared. With regard to the first short story 'A Smell of Death and Flowers', the
overall structure of all three texts is maintained, that is, the textual cues inferred by the
reader are similar or the same. All three texts reflect the protagonist's psychological
development and budding political consciousness as well as her ambivalent feelings
towards blacks. The E and W texts show no omissions and the sentence structure as
well as paragraphing correspond to each other and the SA text. With regard to
individual phrases and expressions in the W text, typically South African expressions
that are highly connotative in nature are rendered by German expressions that do not
reflect the same connotation (e.g. 'boys' -'‘Minner'), thus subtle meanings with regard
to the political and social realities of South Africa are lost. The E text does not show

any consistency with regard to these phrases and expressions, either culture-bound
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terms like 'shebeen’ are translated by a descriptive but by no means "equivalent” noun,
or terms are not translated but transposed ('Boy'), in which case the connotative impact
is also lost. There is thus no clear strategy to be inferred from the E text regarding the

compilation of the glossary which could have featured many more entries to render the

text more reader-oriented.

With regard to the general message of the text, the analysis of the second short story,
'Six Feet of the Country' which concentrates on the discourse analysis of conversation
specifically, all three texts maintain the overall structure. The story depicts "ordinary"
citizens who regard themselves as functioning in their "private" capacity and the fallacy
of that notion is clearly exposed. The power relations between the unequal discourse
participants are shown clearly in all three texts. As the case with the above short story,
the W text tends to "Germanise" the SA text by substituting culture-bound terms with
less connotative and more neutral terms (‘boy' as 'Schwarze' or 'Minner'). This is,
however, not a general translational strategy, as the counterpart 'baas’ is transposed
directly ('Baas’). Hence the W text becomes less powerful in its depiction of social and
political inequalities as revealed in discourse. The E text reflects the injustice

experienced by the less powerful discourse participants more strongly ('Er schrie einem

der Boys zu...").

Despite the fact that the translations were produced at different times and in very
different literary, social and political contexts and despite the important and marked
differences on the extralingual and macro-levels of the texts, the results of the micro-
analysis in chapter 3 show that the main and important textual elements are maintained
in all three texts. There are interesting translational shifts noted with regard to isolated
phrases and expressions which may result in different interpretations, but the overall
structure remains remarkably similar. No consistent or coherent strategy regarding the
isolated shifts discussed in chapter 3 could be noted for any of the texts. This may be

an indication that these shifts are not the consequence of a conscious translation
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strategy, but rather unconscious and random translational solutions chosen by the
respective translators. It may also indicate a lack of understanding of culture-bound

terms and their interpretive significance and impact on the readers.

Verlag Volk und Welt does not exist anymore and apart from the anthology used for
this study, no further translations of Nadine Gordimer have been produced in former
East Germany. The W text has been extremely successful in West Germany in terms of
reviews and number of copies as well as editions which could mean that the demands
of that particular readership have been met (cf. Lefevere & Bassnett 1990:5).
However, the question poses itself, to what extent have these demands been
manipulated by the depiction of Nadine Gordimer as writer of "Universalist issues” as
opposed to a writer depicting specific South African realities, as is the case in East
German reviews and discussions of Nadine Gordimer. This difference is, however, not
upheld in the translation of the texts which, apart from random, detailed translational
shifts, does not reflect major differences regarding the overall text structure and

interpretive impact.
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