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In tills d l»surttitlou , "T-ie Kxpurlenct. o f  th «3 Pant in f i r
‘lorks o i Aaron Appelfald , an andeavour In tr ade to  an: l
Uie Inportattca anu s ign if icance  of tiiti ,>i<it in  tite rvK /«
l i v e s  of tiiti heroes* Apjpelfnla roi;uatedly ecs, haoigt B ,
nls  characters cannot fo rg e t the p as t anu llvu  in t.u-
p r e s e n t  as  though  tn e  p a s t  n e v e r  ceaaed to  >1 t .

p a s t  t r a u n a t lc  e x p e r ie n c e s  i.au tit t ,v. t o  vuc^ an e x t e n t
t h a t  th ey  o f t e n  l o s e  t h e ir  san ity  or uvon J l e  aj, * re su l t  
o f  t i;a lr  p r e s s u r e .

A ppel fa  Xd d o e s  not re fe r  only to  the J, visa holocaust o 
t a e  y e a r s  1933-4U , b u t to Jewish persecu tion  throughout 
tae a g e s .  In h i s  opinion t.iey a l l  nave one com ton fac to r 
tiic hutoiHatlon, degradation and d e s tru c t io n  of the j  ; 
h a tr o n . Ap> e lfu lu  sees t ra  n a o f  t..e Juwist fo tc  in 
•  broad h i s t o r i c  perspec tive . In tmny of h i s  s to r ie s  the 
d im en sio n s  o f  t i e *  and place are o b l i t e r a te d ,  ane tne 
C h a ra cters  lose t h e i r  in d iv id u a li ty  and a re  nut arc. a t  i3 
sy m b o lis in g  Jowlan su ffe rin g  in g en e ra l.

, 7  VOrka ” '3 1” nu ,,noeU  by Maiuu
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When th e r e  i s  a .-einnant o f  U ie h o ly  In  th o  p r e s e n t ,  t i l l s  
rem nant I s  m ere ly  t i ie  em pty s h e l l  o f  th e  h o ly  a 
t r a d i t i o n  w h ich  c o n t in u e s  i n  th e  p r e s e n t  b e c a u s e  i t  began  
in  th e  p a s t .  h o l i n e s s  g iv e s  th e  h e r o e s  s t a b i l i t y  and 
c o n f id e n c e ,  b u t  w ith  i t s  d isa p p e a r a n c e  th e  p r e s e n t  i s  
s h a t t e r e d  and u p r o o te d . For I n s ta n c e  In  t h e  n o v o l  
“K 'leh o n  ha-A yln" ( “As th e  P u p il  o f  t h e  e y e  ) ,  M anfred  
en d ea v o u rs t ir o - J lv a s ly  to  h o ld  on t c  t^ie f a m ily  e s t a t e  
w hich i s  aurrounded by g e n t i l e s .  Tho grandt-iOther who was 
th e  fa m ily  *s  l in k  t o  p a s t  and h o l i n e s s ,  d ie d  and froir. t h a t  
*om ant th e  s t a t u s  o f  th e  fa m ily  am ongst th e  g j n t i l e s  i s  
d im in is h e d . ven  tn e  com m unication  b etw een  tn e  members 
o f  th e fa m ily  w ea k en s , and i t  would b rea k  down a l t o g e t h e r  
i f  th e y  w ould n o t  be fo r c e d  t o  q u i t  th e  farm  and move t o  
th e  tow n .

Aa i t  was a lr e a d y  m e n tio n e d , th e  w r i t e r  i s o l a t e s  h i s  

****** 1*  o rd er  t o  o b se r v e  t h e i r  b e h a v io u r . fn  "Badenhoin; 
I r  Wofifetih ' ( 1 flad en h eiia , h o l id a y  Resort**) ,  a c h a r a c t e r  

i s t i c a l l y  p e a c e f u l  A u s tr ia n  h o l id a y  r e s o r t  i s  tu rn ed  I n t o  
a town under s i e g e .  The p ro ced u re  i s  a lo w , b u t i t  i s  
t h r e a t e n in g ,  and A p p e lfo ld  s u c c e e d s  t o  p ro v e  t o  h i s  
rea d er*  t n a t  a Jew n .m a in s  a Jew , he ca n n o t e s c a p e  th e  
f a t e  w hich  a w a its  h im . A c e n t n l  them e i n  th e  n o v e l la  

1 9 4 1 4 w hich  t a x e s  p la c e  on a , o l a t c  b e a c h , i s  w h eth er  
ou r f a t e  would h a v e  b een  d i f f e r e n t  had we had a f i g h t i n g  
y o u th . A p p e lf e ld 'a  v iew  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  i s  t h a t  th e  avord  
w hich  w ould itavo em erged w ould have b een  a d o u b le  ed ged  
swe.rd -  th e  f i g h t e r s  w ould h a v e  ch an ged  t o  su c h  an e x t e n t  

th e y  th e m se lv e s  w ould  have become Jew h a t e r s .

T li. n o v e l  n .-O r  V e l .a lu t o n e t ' ("The S k in  and th e  Gown ) h a .  
» con; l i c e t . d  p l o t  in  w h ich  A p p . l f . l d  , 1,0 . .  t h a t  an 

en d eavou r t o  b r id g e  t w e n t y - f iv e  y e a r ,  o f  . ^ . r a t i o n  e v e n  
b etw een  a m arried  c o u p le  1 .  doomed t o  f a l l .  The p a . t  

e x p e r ie n c e ,  o f  th e  p a r t n e r ,  d i f f e r  , o  g r e a t l y  t h a t  t h e r e
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i s  l i t t l e  p la c e  f o r  c o m u u iiic a tio n  in  th e  p r e s e n t . xue 

d is t a n c e  in  tixne and p la c e  i s  c r u c ia *  i n  I t s  i n f l u e n c e s  
on th e  d evelop m en t o f  th e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  Cruzman and 

i . e t t y .  T h is  i s  l ik e w is e  th e  c a u s e  f o r  th e  la c k  o f  
common u n d er sta n d in g  b etw een  th e  c o u p le  and th u s  t h e i r  
p u rsu in g  d i f f e r e n t  d e s t i n i e s  w h ich  n e v e r  m e e t .

A ppelf e l d ' a  s t y l e  and c n o ic e  o f  w ords v a r i e s  a c c o r d in g  
t o  th e m e . t i l s  s e n te n c e s  a r e  so m etim es  s h o r t  and 
c o n c e n t r a te d #  b u t tu ey  can  a l s o  be coniplc x ix  >-n<2 c o n te n t  
dem ands t h i s .  A p p e l f e ld ' s  la n g u a g e  i s  c l o s e l y  c o n n e c te d  
t o  th e  s u b j e c t  m a t te r .  He i s  an a r t i s t  w hose p r o s e  o f t e n  

eoui*de l i k e  p o e t r y , b u t t h i s  c o m b in a t io n , w h i le  p r a is e d  

by  a  num ber o f  c r i t i q u e s ,  makes th e  r e a d in g  d i f f i c u l t  
b e c a u s e  p o e t r y  b a rs  th e  rnythm  o f  p r o s e .  A p p e l f e ld ' s  

la n g u a g e  i c  in f lu e n c e d  by t h a t  o f  S . Y. A gnon , b u t  
n e v e r t h e l e s s , he s u c c e e d e d  in  c r e a t in g  a s t y l e  s p e c i f i c  
t o  h im s e l f ,  w h ich  i s  n o t  s im i l a r  to  t h a t  o f  any o t h e r  
w r i t e r .  He th u s  em erges u n iq u e  in  h i s  s t y l e  o f  w r i t in g  
a s  w e l l  a s  in  th e  th e m a t ic  c o n t e n t  o f  h i s  w o r k s .
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