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In tills dl»surttitlou, "T-ie Kxpurlenct. of th@d Pant in fir

lorks o1 Aaron Appelfald , an andeavour In trade to an: |1
Uie Inportattca anu significance of tiiti >i<it in tite rvK /«
Apjpelfnla roijuatedly ecs, haoigt B ,
past anu llvu in tu-
ceaaed to >1 t.

to vuc? an extent

lives of tiiti heroes*
nls characters cannot forget the
present as though tne past never

past traunatlc experiences i.autit t ,v.

that they often lose their sanity or uvon Jle aj, * result

of tijalr pressure.

AppelfaXd does not refer only to the J, visa holocaust o
tae years 1933-4U, but to Jewish persecution throughout

tae ages. In his opinion t.iey all nave one comton factor

tiic hutoiHatlon, degradation and destruction of the ]
hatron. Ap>elfulu sees trana of t..e Juwist fotc in
* broad historic perspective. In tmny of his stories the
dimensions of tie* and place are obliterated, ane tne
Characters lose their individuality and are nut arc. at
symbolising Jowlan suffering in general.
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When there is a .-einnant of Uie holy In tho present, tills
remnant Is merely tiie empty shell of the holy a
tradition which continues in the present because it began
in the past. holiness gives the heroes stability and
confidence, but with its disappearance the present is
shattered and uprooted. For Instance In the novol
“K'lehon ha-Ayln" (“As the Pupil of the eye ), Manfred
endeavours tiro-Jlvasly to hold on tc t"ie family estate
which is aurrounded by gentiles. Tho grandt-iOther who was
the family *s link to past and holiness, died and froir. that
*omant the status of the family amongst the gjntiles is
diminished. ven tne communication between tne members
of the family weakens, and it would break down altogether
if they would not be forced to quit the farm and move to

the town.

Aa it was already mentioned, the writer isolates his

#k%kkx*x 1% order to observe their behaviour. fn "Badenhoin;
Ir Wofifetih' (1fladenheiia, holiday Resort**), a character
istically peaceful Austrian holiday resort is turned Into

a town under siege. The procedure is alow, but it is
threatening, and Appelfold succeeds to prove to his

reader* tnat a Jew n.mains a Jew, he cannot escape the

fate which awaits him. A centnl theme in the novella
19414 which taxes place on a , olatc beach, is whether
our fate would have been different had we had a fighting
youth. Appelfeld'a view on this subject is that the avord
which would itavo emerged would have been a double edged
swe.ard - the fighters would have changed to such an extent

they themselves would have become Jew haters.

Tli. novel n.-Or Vel.alutonet' ("The Skin and the Gown ) ha.
» con; licet.d plot in which App.If.ld ,10.. that an
endeavour to bridge twenty-five year, of .~ .ration even
between a married couple 1. doomed to fall. The pa.t

experience, of the partner, differ ,0 greatly that there
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is little place for comuuiiication in the present. xue
distance in tixne and place is crucia*® in Its influences
on the development of the personalities of Cruzman and
i.etty. This is likewise the cause for the lack of

common understanding between the couple and thus their

pursuing different destinies which never meet.

Appelfeld'a style and cnoice of words varies according

to theme. tils sentences are sometimes short and
concentrated# but tuey can also be coniplec x ix >n2 content
demands this. Appelfeld's language is closely connected
to the subject matter. He is an artist whose prose often
eoui*de like poetry, but this combination, while praised
by a number of critiques, makes the reading difficult
because poetry bars the rnythm of prose. Appelfeld's
language ic influenced by that of S. Y. Agnon, but
nevertheless, he succeeded in creating a style specific
to himself, which is not similar to that of any other
writer. He thus emerges unique in his style of writing

as well as in the thematic content of his works.
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