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In recent years there hds been an  increased soffort on
the part of histerians to recover the bhistorical experience
of -urban Africans within specific communities. We have begun
to see more clearly how urban sccial and economic processes
worked in places oa the Rand like Sophiatown, Orlando (and
later Soweto), and African urban areas in Cape Town, Durban
and Pretoris, As Paul Maylam (1851) suggested it is one of
the tasks of histogians to show how Africans have been active
agents in urban areas, shaping their ouwn environment and
resisting exceszive administrative control over their daily
lives.! One urban African community with o long history of
African settlemgnt and struggle against European state con-
trol is Alexandrsa. :

Mueh of the recent work on the history of Alexandra has
focused on the European administration of the Townghip, locel
political resistance and =lterpative structures set up by
various secteors of the population. My work ultimately hopes
situvate the politiceal manifestations of experienee in Alexan-
dre within the broader context of economic, social and eul-
tural developments from early settlement to the 1883 decision
to attempt to transform the area into & hostel lecation for
single migrent workers. :

Alexandra was founded in 1%05 as a European freehold
area. However, Europeant were not eager to buy land so far
away from the centre <f Johannesburg. Facing the prospect of
bankruptey, the Township Ccmpany obtained permiszion to open
the area to "Coloured” and African settlement in 1812. As
the Township was laid ocut and approved prior to the passage
of the 1913 Land Act, it was exeapt from the geperal provi-
siong of the Act. Thus, Alexandra became one of tLthe few

urban areas where Africans could own land with security of
tenure.

The theoretical base for my work emerges from a reading
of popular eculture theory which seenz to bteast combine sophics-
ticated structural analysis witrn the cultural experience of
people’s everyday lives., The forms of - popular culture can
only be understoed bhisterically against the background of
varlous social struggles, negotiations and compromises. In
this formulation, pepular cultures consist:

-vo of those cultural forms and practices =« vary-
ing in content frem one historical periocd to another
--which constitute the terrain on which duminant, =zuber-
dinate and oppositional cultural values and ideologies
meet and intermingle, in different mixes and permuta-
tions, vying uith onpge sanother in their attempts ¢to
seoure the epaces within which they can be influential
in framing and organiszing popular experience and econ-
sciousness.2



Thus, popular cultural forms and practiees have thelr roots
in everyday life experiences which vary from time to time and
place to place, The econcmic, $o¢ial and political struc-
tures at the local level cuannot be abstracted into & wider
context of wurtan social or c¢ultural historical processes
without first recevering local perceptions, aspirations and
desires in continuous tension with the dominant culture. In
this way 2lass, rece, gender, and any other category of  ana-
lysis, can be recovered without resort to structural abs:rac—
tion. Rather, by moving beyond this, to look behind “the
historical peaks of dissidence and confrontation [to uncover)
the connectiva tissues of cultural iife."?

In the case of Alexandra, most work has focused on out-
breaks of "heroic” manifestations of resistance to state and
capital in the ferm of bus boycotts, squatter settlements
and, more recently, on campsigns to save the township. This

~is partially due to the wider accessibility of evidence on
these issues. Yet these popular mass struggles are not the
only ways in which resistance has been expressed. Everyday
existence for the majority has meant struggling to sarvive on
sub-subsistence wages, fighting both starvation and diseases,

Belinda Bozzoli’'s introduction te the 1984 volume of
History. Wérkshep papers focuses on the concept of community
as an analytical tool for the recovery of experience’ from
below. At this loca) level pecple form social, cultural and
political reeponses to the stryctures of the society in which

~they live. - Rather than presenting people in reactiuvn to

state inltiatives or coapitaiist transformations (uhich opar-
ate as processes rather than isolated events), "ordinary”
people are seen s active sgentsz making their own history in
- the enperzences of thelr everyday existence. 4+ However, this
history is nevar made in isclation from the social and eco-
nomic formations cf the s=scociety, in shiech they live. The
hegemonic pomer of the political and economic elites define
the parameters in which oppositicnsl cultural forces operate,
although these parameters are always centested, creating the
central dynamic in the process of forming lived experiences.

Bill MNasson's 1887 History Woerkshop paper on Districe
S$ix provides a useful model for the recovery of popular cul-
ture in urban communities. WNasson used oral evidence to dis-
cern levels of popular experience not accessible in documen-
tary sources to see "how somne fragments of leisure experience
moved in the livee and cohsciousness of people in District
Six" .o
Hy resear¢h is still at an;early stages, but the basic
franmework of the process of -formatien, disappearance and
. energence of political and social organizations in Alexyndra
during the period running roughly from 1830 to 19€3 has
become clear. This wWorking paper explores these processes
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and suggest areas where more work both empirically and theor- .
etically must ke done in order to recover, to the greatest
eatant possibile, the cgltural and golitical manifescarions of
the experienczs of the peoplé cf Alaxandra from o.1%30 to
1983,

Eﬁ:hl pn”.jcal Hisitnry of ']E"'EI"d!.’i

In a memcrandum for the City Boundsries Cemmission sub-
mitted by the Alexandra Coloured Associated Associations in
1935, an overview of the administrative histery of the Toun-
ship was presented. It stated that from the first the resi-
dents had a committee which looked efter the common affaire
of Alexandres. The committee consisted of "Coloured” and
Africaen members. In 1815 the first committee came to'&n ead,
for reasons which were not explained, but in 1916 the commiz-
tee was revived by the Township Company with one African and
one "Coloured” member. The first Health Comnmittee (AHC) was
established in 1817 with four members. Members of this com-
mittee consisted of one representative each from the
"Coloured”, Sectho, Xhoss and 2ulu residents. In 1922 ghe
membership was increased tc four Africans and four “Coleur--
eds”, revised in 1326 to six Africans ang two "Coloureds” due
te the increased influx of Africsns inte the Township.®

The AHC financed its communal business from a sanitary
charge, which in 1924 amounted to Is. per month. At that time
the Committee had 4500 in the bank which was later spent
enclosing a cemetery, planting trees, purchasing a c¢art and
tuenty oxen and the beginnings of 8 road-making programme.
Later the charge was increased to 2s.6d. to finance the pur-
chase of new sanitary buchkets. By 1927 the sanitary service
comprised over 900 buckets.? :

The memcrandum goes on to say that the affairs of Alex-
ancdra had suffered since 1820 with the great inceresse in ihe
Township’'s population exacerbated by the Johannesburg Hunici-
pality's clearante of its’ slum areas, with many of the ais-
possessed moving to Alexandra to escape municipal controi.
Interestingly, the Association blamed the European chairman
of the Board of the AHC for squandering the Committee's
finances, claiming that part of the problem wac that there
was no "Coloured” member ¢n the Committee at the time,®

This reference was the first mention of Eutropeans on the
AHC, Other evidencse suggests that Europeans were involved in
the administration of Alexandra from the inception of the
Health Commiztes - in 133E€.  However, thiz evidence also con-
firms that the running of the affairs of Alexandra prior to
1930 predominantly remained in the hands of African and
“Coloured” members of the AHC.® .

|

It was only with the abolition of Johannesburg slum

yards and the subsequent rapid increase in Alexandra's popu-

]
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Iation that the state perocived, Alexandra’s existence andg
expansion as a threat. Ey 1333 the AHC was under heavy
financial strain and was unable to keep up the very bazie
s2rvices of bucket-service for sewage removal and road

maintenance. The Transvaal Native Affairs Department took
over contryl of the AHC, nominating a board of four whites,
tuwo Africans and one “Coloured”. H.G. Falwasser, a retired
member of the HNative Affeairs Department, was asked to head
the reconstituted committee.:® The fuct that the MHinister
for Hative Affairs was (o appaint the African and "Coloureg”
menbers to the Committee caused considerable {11-feeling in
Alexandra.3) The AHC was reconstituted in 1841 with African
and “Coloured” representatives in -a mnminority, but now
elected. Sagialist _Actice in its Hovember-December 19845
issue stated thet out of a population estimated at €5,000,
only 700 were on the voters’ roll, end only S0 votees were
cast  in the 1844 elections for the ' AHC 1%

Sﬂ .

It was clear that most Africans settled in Alexandra to
escape the control of Lhe Johannesburg municipality, whether
they were standholders or tenants. For standowners Alexandra
was the only place close to Johannesburg where they could own
land and be reasonably sure ¢f their future security, while
for tenants, Alexandra provided a place to live that was not
surrounded by wire fences, was free from munieipal controls,
and was reasonably close to Johannesburg. In an interview
with Luli Callinicos, a woman who lived in Alexandra from
1928 to 12€2, stated that many came to Alexandra because it
wps comparatively simple to get a pass there, while MHodikwe
Dikobe sajid people came to Alexandra because, in its early
days, it was free from the enforcement of the pass laws, 12
According to Dikebs, in his 1984 History Workshop paper,
Alexandra consisted of tuo distinct classes. "Shackowners,
uhe liked to term themszlves landlords, and tenants. Land-
lorde urged that tenants have no say in the township™ .4

Ffrom early on people invelved in "offieial” local polit-
ical structures were the elite in the township, those ouning
one or more stands, shop-owners, and landlords. This class
always defended their position by insisting that only reccg-
nized standheliders should be allewed to vote for represent-
atives. In the 18305 the standholders agitated for Testric-
tions on the numbers of pe¢ple alloved to settle in  Alexan-
dra, fearing that too larde an influx would undermine thair
position and would also lead Lo greater state interference in
the running o? the tewnship. Furcthermore, this ¢lass wanted
protective legislation to protect its dominant economic posi-
tion nithin the touaship. At a meeting of the AHC on 1 Harch
1942, African representative, J.M, Hrupe, proposed that the
Committee frame regulations for the prevention of peddling
and hawking within the boundarieg of Alexandra by not allow-
ing any basiness to move from place to place, unless a Ss.
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fee was paid.is

The interests of this group coalesced with those o1
the majority of residents of the township when their pasition
of pewer was threatenad, i.e. at .times when the Health Cown-
mittee consisted of nouminated members appointed by the Rative
Affairs Department, or when remeval of the township was gpro-
posed intermittently from the late 1930s. However, there uas,
an element of conservatism and caution among standowners.
Modikwe  Dikobe, in an interview with Tim Couzens, recalled
that during the 1944 bus boycott there was a clear disctinz-
tion in the wmanner of protest between the workers and the
standholders. E.P. Mart Iulu was chairman of the Bus Boyeott
Committee while Dikobe uas secretary. 2Zulu was one of the
#roup who tried to decree that po meetings should be held in
public, DPikobe stated that the standholders were "dead
against a tenant taking part-in any aectivitiss ... [tenants]
were even prohibited from holding meetings on the square™.
However, Dikeobe continued that Zulu was for bus boyecatts, but
against rent agitation.i® Therefore, while interests of
standowners and tenants merged on certain issues, the posi-
tion of veaeh group in the local political economy prov1ded
for different responses to expleitmtive issues.

One ares for future research is to examine the develop-
ment of local business interests and how the emergence of a
accumulating class affected local experience and popular cul-
tural reproduction. African-owned towaship business in South
Africa has béen much too under-researched, and group inter-
ests which have arisen out of African capitalist enterprises
are 2 vital area of urban African political economy which
nust be understecd both theoretically and empirically.

The African Liberator, in its first issue of September
1285, epcouraged Africans io patronize Africen ouned busi-
nesses, It told readers that when “"you go to Alexandra Toun-
chip see Lhat you get on the 'United Alexzandrs Touwnship Bus
Service” buses, which are an African Cooperative Enterprise
for the welfare and benefit of Africans as a  whale” .27 3up-
port for cooperamtive enterprises-was very actively encouragsd
with the paper ashing: “Acting’' together on the football
field, why can you not do likewise outside?” The article went
‘further: “Sportsmen in general, why do you leave the friendiy
spirit of sport behind in recreation grounds instead of tak-
ing it outside snd using it for the eccnomic and educatianal
uplift of your own Africans?” Africans were ashked to take any
Printing work te the Spes Bona Printing Works in  Alexardrs,
and any news to the African Literstor which hoped to become
the nnhzonal nevwspaper for Africans. This was all supposed to
gain the “respect” and "sympathy” of “fair minded” Europeans.
A triple bonus for African eapitalist enterpricses would oe
possible. First, there would be;an ipcrease in business viz.
a viz. pon-African competition. !Second, &frican walidarisy

i
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would be enhanpad. Finslly, stumulsting snd zelt-improving
Africans would be respected by liberal-minded whites, and,
perhaps, they might take their place as full members of South
African society, both socimlly and politically.3®

= o a5y 3 3

Tom Lodge (1987) pointed out that in the 1950s the ANC
was strongest in old freehold communities like Alexandra,
Sophiatoun, Lady Selbourne and Cato Hanor. Some of tnese
still were subject "to the constraints of locally contending
class interests and all, throughout the decade, with their
moral and physical rescurces under erosion from state removal
policies”.1® The threat of removal had been a significant

feature of local political st;uggle in Alexandra since the
late 1930s.

As lodge suggested, liocal issues were the prime moti-
vators in most communities in the 1950s and Alexandra was no
exception. The most volatile issue in the 1940s and 1950s,
around which residents organized, was the amount of bus
fares. Bus boycotts were organized in 1940, 1943, 1944, and
1857. The people of Alexandra also organized around the issue
of saving the township against efforts by segments of the
European population and the state to remove it.

The ANC was very sctive in Alexandra prior to the popu-
list influence of Josias Madzunya in the 1850s. Although Dr.
A.B. Xuma, President of the ANC was the Medical Officer of
Health in Alexandra, and Gaur Radebe, a leader in the Trans-
vaal ANC was a resident, the ANC in Alexandra in the 1940s
was not very strong. It did, however, generate enough sup-
port among the African middle class to merit Hoernle s com-
plaint to Xuma at the AHC meeting of 16 June 1942, Hoernle
was upset that a meeting of the Transvaal ANC in Alexanara
was scheduled at the same time as the AHC public meeting,
draving away many residents. Xuma explained that'the meeting

had bssn called by the local branch of the ARC withcut bis
knowledge .20

The Spark of 3 October 1952 stated that a mass confer-
ence of active workers was held recently in Alexandra as part
of the Defiance Campaign. The meeting was held to review the
township's participation in the struggle and to make plans
for greater contributions in the future. The meeting was
attended by more than 250 delagates from the local ANC branch
and 18 cother organizations, including many churches and the
Transvaal African Teachers® Association.?2? On 22 February
1953 thers waa a mass youth rally organized by the ANC Youth
League featuring Albert Lutuli as chief speaker .22 Counter
Attack of July 1981 stated that there were seven branches of
the ANC in Alexandra in 1958, one of which was headed by Mad-
zunya.22 Thus it seems that the ANC expanded with the grouth
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in population in Alexandra. The ANC was sactive in icocal
cssues, most particularly the 1957 bus boycott, wnicn at
turned into a national issus of resistance.

Evidence I have seen thus far indicates that the
Communist Party (CP5A) was active in Alexandra. The Annual
Conference of the Johannesburg District of the CPSA of 28
April 1347 adopted resclutjons on the squatter movement whick
condemned the arrest and trial of leaders of the Alexandra
squatters.24 In 1544 the CPSA Johannesburg District published
a statement cn its transport position which declared that
the CPSA "will actively associate itself with any steps the
people decide to take to protest against the increases [is
bus fares] and to demand cheaper transport”,h2S

|

Tim Couzens’ (1879) work on Modikwe Dikobe and Alexandra
in the 1940s provides some useful background to the creation

of local organization among people in the sgquatter settlement
in 194¢6:

Lucas Bokaba acted as é magistrate. We had a com-
mittee of Justice and Kunene was chief of police. I

[Dikobe] was the secretary., We were so organised ... We
had a school committee too'... one chap, John Motshabi,
he was in charge of education ... we had teachers, some

people who would teach from primary to standard one,
standard two: children, who could not get to Alexandra
Tounship schools, had their own schools.2s&

This passage clearly illustrates the capacity and abil-
ity of Africans in Alexandra to organizse structures them-
selves outside the control of the State or State-sanctioned,
European paternal guidance. Despite government, white mis-
sionary and' liberal concepticons the number of local organiza-
tions which appeared between the 1920z and 1860s in Alexandra
proves that urban Africans were able to organize political
and social structures without European control or assictance.

Organizations which emerged in Alexandra in the period
1930-860 can be divided into two broad categories. In the
,first group were organizations based on class interests, usu-
ally standholder’'s associaticns; The second group consisted
of more mass-based organizations' often arising in response to
specific issues such as the raising of bus fares, or attempts
to remove the township by the local or provincial state.

|
The Transport Action Committee, formed during the 1945
bus strike, went further than,mere opposition to a rise im
bus fares. The February 1945  issue of Sacialij i
listed a nine point programme put forward by the committee
which demanded rights such as: the franchise for every man

and woman over the age of 21 "to|elect and be elected to Par-
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liament, Provincial Council and other Divisions and Municipal
Councils"; free and compulsory education for all up to the
age of 16, "with free meals, tred boors and school egquipment
for the needy’; freedom of speech, press, neetings and asso-
ciation; full equality of rights for all citizens regardiess
of race; and the inviolsbility of person, of one’'s house and
privacy.27? :

In 194! there was a mass protest by women in Alexardra
over difficultieg with thes new water supply. Women were
forced to queue for many hours at standpipes to obtain water,
and the new water rate was assesséd on the basis of the nunm-
bar of roome in each stand. The protest was directed agsinst
Faluasser and the Health Committee, and they demanded Fal-
wasser 's dismissal.2® The pro*est was broken-up by the
police, but is further evidence of problems between local
administration and the residents c¢f Alexandra manifested in
everyday experience. Poor conditions were tolerated by resi-
dents only to a certain point, and the ability to stage mass
protests, appearing on the surface to be spontaneous, was
indicative of wide networks of communication which facili-
tated rapid organization of any outward, focused projection
of protest and struggle. ;

During the 1830s and sarly 1940s African bus operators
were gradually being replaced by Eurcpean cwuners, creating a
feeling of increased explcitation among the pecple in Alexan-
dra. This occurred at the same time that segregationist laws
were being strengthened, and Eurcpean capital, protected by
discrimipatory laws, was replacingcAfrican small scale capi-
tal. During World War Twe the costs of maintenance and run-
ning the buses skyrocketed prompting the bus owners to sssk
an increase in fares. Kowever, African wages had not
increased at a rate anywhere near that of inflation. When
fares were increazed the people idecided to boycott rather
than pay arn increase over which they had ne econtrol. ‘lne
rapid organization of the people 1s attests to their aware-
necs of the processes of change in South African society.

The bus boycotts of the 1940s have been analysed acs a
local grievance, a respense to specific local conditions of
exploitation. However, the 1857 bus boycott has been given a
wider role in sparking a national protest led by the revital-
ized and active ANC. It is true that the ANC was heavily
involved in the 1957 bus boycott, however, the locel leaders
like Thomas Nkobi and Josias Madzunya wére all from Alexandra
and sstablished leaders in lecal political crganization.@®

The outcome of the bus boycotts was a shert-term vactory
for the people of Alexandra 'in their struggle to survive
against the decminant hegenmonic forces over them. The boyc-
otts should not be seen in isolation from the wider structure
and the process of resistance and opposition to that struc-
ture. Rather than “heroic” mome?ts of defiance, the boycotts
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were part of the reproducticn of everyday lifs in which oppo-
siticnal forces to hegemonic power constantly pull agzinst
that power.

Eopular Culture jn_Alerandra

A crucial part of an ¢xtended work on Alexandra =nsuld
include sections on popular culturzl developments. ESpecific
points of focus will be on the political eceonomy of hnealth;
the popular oculture of WYrewing and drinking; the prcduction
and reproduction of varicus scocial relationships between
pecple; popular art, including music and literary exprescion;
the emergence of mcdern sport; and the role of other leisure
activities. All of these areas are central in recovering the
lived experience of everyday life in Alexandra. Unfortu-
nately, due to the evidence available to me thus far, the
picture presented here is sketchy and any conclusions tenta-
tive. It is hoped, however, to provide guidelines for fur-
ther research, not just in Alexandra, but other urban arsas
in southern Africa and further afield.

From the crisis period of 1918-22 it was realised that
the leisure time of Afrigans needed to be as carefully con-
trolled and channeled as did their work time. The leader in
this movement tc “"moralize leisure time” of Africans on the
Rand was the American Board Missicnary, Ray Fhillips. Fhil-
lips urote two books (1330, 1938} and several articles on the
problems which rapid urbanization of the African population
presented .39 The result of Phillips’ and other liberals work
was the formaticn of the Joint Councils movement, the Insti-
tute of Race Relations, the Bantu: Men’'s Social Centre and the
Bantu Sports Club, to name the most significant. However,
this movement was limited to attempts at incorporating Afri-
can elites into "civilized” society in & very controlled and
carefully guided way.
g"'nnrz i

The study of sport in Africa is in its infancy. Few
works have systematically anslyzed the role of sport in any
African society. A recently published collection of essays

(1987) edited by William Baker and J.A. Mangan entitled Zporg
ln_Aﬁglga supports this point. The essays are widely diver-
gent in focus and scope with only one essay (by Robert
Archer) on South African sport.®! The only work which has
concentrated to a significant degree on the historical devel-
cpment of African spert in Secuth Africa prior te the 1%8Us is
Archer and Anticone Bouillon’'s (1982) study entitled The Scutn
Afcican Gamz: Sport and Raci=w.?®  Still, thiz work is  uie
concerned with the pesition of Scuth Africa in the contempo-
rary internaticnal sporting world, and does not systemati-
cally approach the complex issue of the development of modern
sport among urban black South Africans. Tim Couzens has pro-
vided wuseful launching points for the study of African foot-
ball on the Rand, but much more work needs to be done.33 fThe
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history of African Goxing 1n South Africa also demands at
least one major book-length study. Other work such as Cou-
zens' "Moralizing Leisure Time”, and brian Willan'sz ‘An Afri-
can at Kimberley" have syggested that sport played a signifi-
sant role an th: development of an urban African culture in
South Africa.®% There is a very long way te go, however. In
Rodney Davenport’'s most recent edition of his history of
South Africa, sport gets a mention on Just five of 1%
pages .32 Richard Parry’'s recent FPhD thesis on colonial
Salisbury provides the best mcdel to date for incorporating
sport into studies of urban social and cultural history.3%

The paucity of studies examining the rele of sport irn
urban social and cultural history is surprising given the
interests of =8 number cof scholars in different disciplines
working to recover the experience of urban South Africans.
In an otherwise impressive study by Nasson (1987) on District
Six mentioned above, there was no discussion of sport in the
thirty-nine pages of text, outside a short reference from one
of his informants whicn stated that many “just used the roads
as 8 playground, soecer, rugby, cricket, whatever we wanted
to play".®7 A curious omission given that fourteen pages
were devoted to a detailed analysis of the role of cinema.®®

Sport and games were essential components of liberal
notions of moral physical development descended from the Vic-
torian ethic of Christiar manliness, more popularly known as
“muscular Christianity”. Ry the early 1340s all of the major
sports were organized into city or provincial unions. There
were also school leagues in asscciation football, basketball
a n d an teh lLue tzsdgg€ 5

|

Although the develoupment of sport among Africans in
yrban areas was cverwhelmingly male centred, efforts were
made to crganize women's sport,®® however this was strictly
limited by patriarchal Christian-liberal concerns over the
role of sport in reproducing healthy male physicality. In the
context of South African capitalism between the wars, African
women were largely peripheral to the industrial labour force,
alleviating the necessity for organizing women’'s sport on the
level of men’'s sport. White liberals, as well as mission
educated Africans, saw sport as a way to harness the spare-
time energies of African males, thus preventing the emergence
of large-scale crime and gang activity. Due to pre-conceived
notions of gendered behaviour in' the public sphere, women
were not viewed in the same light, and less justification for
the needs of sport for women were vocalized.

Sport nas been signiricant in the experience cof Alexan-
dra. The development of sport is closely linked with the
political struggles of the township in resisting removal or
incorporation by the Johannesburg mupicipslity. Instead of
allying with the Johannesburg Bantu Football Asscciaticn
(JBFA) or the Johannesburg African Football Asscciation
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(JAFA) in the 1940s, Alexandra remained outside these organi-
sations with local teams forming the Alexandra African Foot-
ball Association (AAFA). Jokl's 1949 study of recreational
facilities for Africans on the Rand stated that there were
thirty football pitches for about 280 teams, but only two =of
these were located in Alexandra.40

Lucas Xhoza, a resident of Alexandra since 1918 or 1837
stated in 1583: "Alex has always produced the best Ffootbai-
lers”. It was in Xhcza's house that meetings were held 2o
form the South African Soccer League, the first professionsl
football association in South Africa.4) Records of the JAFA
and the Transveal African Fcotball Association (TAFA) duriag
the 1840s show that Alexandra teams were very successful in
Provincial competitions. The Henochsberg Cup, later the
VYusumuzi Cup, played between teams representing thne eight
district associations within the TAFA, was won by the AAFA in
1941, 1944, 1980. The Alexandra Moonlight Darkies won the
1950 Transvaal Challenge and in  the same year the Moroka
Lions won the Transvaal Charity Games.42 Danger Makatalele,
from Alexandra, beceme the first black South African player
to go overseas and make a name for himself in professional
football as a player for the English club, Wolverhampton Wan-
derers’.43 This success sparked a fire in every young footbai-
ler in Alexandra. Football skills were seen as a way ¢to
transport one out of a bleak future. Sporting prowess
enabled players and spectators to believe that people from
Alexandra were as good as pecple from other places, not oniy
among Africans, but among all South Africans.

|

By 1961 Alexandra had alsc 'produced South African chaa-
pions in boxing and tennis.%4 This was impressive given the
scarcity of facilities in the township. In 1849 there wzre
two tennis courts in Alexandra out of a total of 26 for Afri-
cans in Johannesburg.4% Mark Mathabane’s autobiography of his
life in Alexandra in the 1870s confirms that, for tenais
players, facilities were still grossly inadequate, forciag
him to play at a white club in Johannesburg.4®

Although there was no golf course for Africans in Somth
Africa, let alone in Alexandra, the game has been successful,
with many of South Africa’s top African golfers originating
in Alexandra. DeRidder (1961) stauted that "Alex has produred
the best African golfers in the country."4? The Pmn-
Africanist Bulletin of July-August 1959 stated: "That the
South African White Parliament deliberately delasyed the pas-
sport of Johnson Sedibe, the Alexandra Township African
golfer so that he arrived on the eve of the British Open Golf
championship at Muirfield to inconvenience him-- so they
could say -- 'we told you the Bantu can’'t do it"."%®

For boys there was the Alexandra Boys’-CIub which mas
affiliated to the Transveal Association of Boys’ Clubs. The
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basic purpose of the clubs was "to be creative forces which
mould and strengthen a boy s character; widen and enlargs his
outlook and lead him to become 2 worthier and more effective
citizen”.4% Sporting activities for African Boys® C(lucs
included football, cricket and athletics, as well as hand-
ball, Volleyball and competitive relays in the club roowm.
Boxing and wrestling were suppozed to be offered only as a
taught subject when suitable teachers were available. JInter-
ciub athletic competitions were encouraged and arranged
through the TABC headquarters.so

Despite the sketchy amount ¢f information I have seen so
far on the role of sport, it is clear that in Alexandra, like
other urban areas on the Ksnd, sport was a key component in
the expression of popular culture, both for participants and
spectators. Originally designed to divert energies of idle
urban labourers, sport took on its own dynamiec in the town-
ships and became one of the clearest elements of oppositional
cultural expression. This uwas particularly true of Alexandra
where African sport was not subjected to the control of
nunicipality or the mining hocuses as was the case in other
areas around Johannesburg.

~

i dra

As the studies by David Coplan (1879, 19862, 1885),
Robert Kavanagh (1985) and Bill Nasson (1987) have argued,
music, dance and theatre have been crucial elements in cul-
tural expression among urban black South Africans. Coplan
has traced the history of urban music and theatre in South
Africa, 1linking the development of various cultural styles
into wider social developments in wurban arpas.S5?1 Ravanagh
argues that theatre in South Africa must be understood within
the social framework of the society in which it operates. He
combines classical Marxist political economy with notions of
hegemony derived from the work of Gramsci and Raymond Wil-
liams in explaining theatre as an expression of oppositicnal
social forces to the hegemonic power of the Seuth African
state.®2? Nasson, in his work cn District 5ix, placed cinems,
theatre and music at the centre of his analysis of the devel-
opment of local popular cultural expression.

By 1950 a new Jjazz style called kwela had emerged.
Kuwela was developed by street children from Alexandra in the
mid-1940s according to one scurce. Little boys like Lemmy
“Special” Mabaso, of “"King-Kong” fame, began by imitating
the music of their heros on the penny-whistle. The nanme
kwela was derived from the name kwela-kwela given to roving
police vans on the lookout for illegal strest-corner gamb-
ling.%3 Innovators included Ntemi Piliso and his Alexandra
All-Star Band, as well as the Jazz Maniacs. Turning kwela
into a style known as mbaganga, non-music reading groups
produced recordings such as "Baby Come Duze” by the Alexandra
All-Star Band. However, royalty agreements and recording
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alone ccould not provide sufficient incoma, so 8roups nad to
continuously play shews in the townshipe in- order to sur-
vive.S4

Another Alexandra resident preminent in jazz eircles at
the time was "Bra Zakes", Zakes Nkesi, saxcphonist for the
Jazz Maniaecs among other groups. His group the City Jdazz
Nine was originally formed by somz members of the Jazz Maniac=
who wanted to earn money playing for afternoon stokfel
parties in the urban locations, and later they recorded on

their own. As Coplan has sncwn, internal problems in ths
bands centred cn mohey, autheority and professional reliabil-
ity. Disregarding the incressing dangers in the 1350s, many

followers travelled twenty or thirty miles to hear their fav-
ourite bands play in outlying townships.%S

Husicians used recordings to =epread the message snd
inspiration of protest, strengthening the resistance. The
Alexandra bus boycott inspired "Azikwelwa” (We Won't Ride}),
banned by the South African Broadcasting Corporation.%e in
Serote’s Ta  Every Birth Tts Blood the main character draus
inspiration and strength from recordings by Miriam Makeba,
Hugh Masekela and Dollar Brand.S$?

Closely linked to musicians and the shebesns and clubs
where they played was 5 criminal element. Zakes Nkosi
recalled that "There were the Thuta Kanch from Alexandra, the
Young Americans and later the Spoilers and the Msom: gangs.
You know how gangsters like social life ... and pretty girls
also like going to such places".s® Gangs of tsotsis drew
much of their inspiration from movies made in America. Names
of ganges on the Rand often reflected this influence. :

Crime and Expsrience in Alsxandra

Alexandra had a reputation among Rand townships of hav-
ing the most law-abiding ecitizzns prior to the mid-1540s.
However, the perception changed due to the increased [propa-
ganda of social conditicns in the toewnship by supperters of
removal, as well as an increase in gang activity in the late
1940s and 1950s which plagued all of the townships on the
Reef. Rise in gang activity was due to worsening economic
conditions for urban Africans coupled with the steady influx
of more people into the urban areas.

Mongane Serote, whc grew up in Alexandra in the 1950s
has described the feeling which gangs affected in Alexandra.

Alexandra wazs pitch dark at night in these days.
And there were the Spoilers who made sleeping a terriole
inconvenience. I do not know how the Spoilers broke
down the doors, but they did, and they took everything:
wardrobes and the clothes in them, tables, money, evem
lives. They were feared. There were the Msomis,
equally brutal, mors efficient and better organised.
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The ipoilera and the M3omis brought tne movies out of
the movie houses into the streets of Alexandra, tor
real, guns, blood and all,8®

In the mid-1%40s American moviee were screened in Alex-
andra at the King s Theatre. Zome of the films shown provide
examples of the influence of American cinema on the gang sub-
cutlture. The King's Theatre advertisement 1n lnkuxnlﬂkg on
12 Ngvember 1945 promored upconing f£11 sacly as “He Go
Faszt”, dezcrived az followz: 'it =z a fast and 8 thrilling wsne
for the motor-cycle squad!”. Also advertised was “Crash
Dive” and "Reacd Demon”, both fast action pictures. #o. Weet-
ern adventures were also popular and inspired gangs.

A more sophisticated analysis of the role of gangs in
Alexandra during the 1940s and 18505 is necessary in order to
recover how this aspect of township life, so often distorted
by white and African middle class press reports affected thre
livas of Alexandra’s yesidents.

anx_Amas_m_R&seuch

Among the areas which I plan to investigate further is
the popular culture of brewing and drinking in Alexandra.
The popular culture of drinking was closely linked with that
of music and gangs. I also plan to examine the role of
churches in Alexandra. Finally, I'will foecus on the politi-
cal economy of health and dizease which was a zignificant
factor In the everyday life of Afrdicans in Alexandra. Stat-~
istics on health conditions are not good, but reports Ly the
hedical Officer of Healcth of the AHC pravides zoms usstful

inflormation on the level of disease and health facilities in
the township,

=11

Much werk remajns to be done in order to recover, as
auch as is possible, the experiences of the people of Alexan-
dra, The process whereby these experiences were geharated is
crucial in understanding the ways in which =ociety is repro-
duced in a racially-based capitalist politiesl economy. His~
torians must be cauvtious in writihg “history frem below”, as
FParry has argued in the context of colonial Zimbabuwe, "his-
tory from below is not simply the story of histeric workers
standing against the massed ranks of capital and state but
encompasses the corners uhere colonialise cast its shadew but
could not fasten its chains” . @i
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