 Tribute to Amold Napier Boyce

15 March 1918 - 27 December 2006
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‘Nihil est mehus quam vita diligentissima’

-

‘Nothing is more important then a
committed diligent life’

L (irom The Surgeon of Crowthome’ by Simon Winchester)
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Born 15 March-1918, Blantyre, Malawi to missionary:parents - Emest and
Janet Boyce eider brother Charlie and younger sister Cathy

Attendedthe University of the Witwatersrand, qmd M&m’nﬂﬁ&i :
Transvaal Teachers’ Higher szloma from the dghannesbur Oellege of
Education . '

Military service in South Afncan Arﬁm‘sn MMﬂomorth Africa.

R,

Author of 17 history textbooks for pnmary and mgh schools and author of
book on historyfeaching .. - - "5 - sl

Chief Examiner of history for the Joint Matnculatlon Board

President of the Transvaal Teachers’ Association 1978 - 1979 i
Received first TTA Gold Medal for Outstanding Services to Educatton 1 983
Margaret died 8 August 1994 and he then moved from

Westmeath Road to a townhouse (Magalies) in Montgomery Park
Grandchildren - Kilda and'Kendal, Dale and Ruth 2= "

Moved to Elm Park Retirement Village 1998

Wrote a ‘History of the Johannesburg Coiiege of. Edmahon (1999) and
‘The Years of Transition’ (2002)

Passed away 27 December 2007
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The man | admire most, my hero is a man called Napier Boyce, my
Grandfather (Popa). . : :
There are many reasons why | cherish this extraordinary man and
among them is his decire to build and eraate uniaue wosden ohjacks.
particuiarly ciocks. My grandfather has also made many tables and
~chairs. We have 14 different clocks (of which 2 are grandfather clocks)
out of the 150 or so clocks he has made to date. The most special thing
on each of his wooden clocks is that he carves a little object which
represents the things he remembers the special person by. For instance,
me and my sister were each presented with one at a party about 5 years
ago and on the little ledge’ was a duck showing the duck ponds near
where we live which we used to be very affectionate and fond of when we
were younger and still enjoy going there.. Also for my mum, one of his
- daughters, he carved a picture of a lantern to represent ‘the lady and the

- lamp’, Florence Nightingale because my mum is a nurse. _

- My grandfather's parents were both missionaries and he helped
build churches with them and did the clocks upon them and some of the
fancy carving. Some of the churches still survive today. :

; Popa used to fight in the war and got very badly injured when a

-bomb blew up and he got hit by shrapnel and injured his nose and top jaw
resuiting in a lot of plastic surgery from which skin from his forehead had
to be transferred to other parts of his face. S

When he was younger he used to be a top athlete and sprinter.

Popa used to be a teacher and was so until he retired after 45
years. In those 45 years'fie was respected by colleagues and students
and wrote history and teaching books which were all published. In

_classes teachers told their pupils to get out their Boyces!

' My grandfather has also written his and his family’s life story which
is a massive book and includes black and white pictures which he
coloured in magnificently with special paints and with a great deal of time
and patience. ; St | ; :

Napier now lives on his own and cooks andilooks after himself
totally independently and has lots of friends to host dinner parties for and
attend. o T o i

Written by Kendal Harrison in 2000 - aged 12.

Mbabane Church




Age is a quality of mind
- When | have left my dreams behind
~~ When hope is cold
‘When | no longer look ahead
When my ambitions’ fires are dead
Thenlamold .

But if from'ltfe | take the best'
And if for life | keep my zest
And love | hold

No matter how the years go by 7

No matter how the birthdays fiy
: i am not uld '

‘ Author unknown
Grven to Naprer and Margamt by a fnemd in 1953




