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PREFACE

Kwanyama is one of the Tanguages spoken in northern Namibia

and also in southern Angola between the Cubango and Cunene rivers.

~ The population figures for 1970 give the number of Kwanyama speakers

“in Namibia.as 132,400}/

~ The language/dialect status of Kwanyama has not been

‘résearched fullys but from preliminary investigation it appeoars -

to be closely related to neighbouring languages/dialects. Speakars
of Ndonga, Kwambi, Kwanyama, Kwaluuthi etc. all use the blanket term

'"Oshiwambo* to refer to their language.

Fie]dWork for this study was carried out in 1968 and 1979.
Several informants were consulted during these periods.‘ Their ages

rahged from £ 20 to ¥ 0.

This study is divided into two sections. In the first part,

‘phono1ogy2/ is described in terms of processes of generative phonology s

however, the conventions of generative notation are not employed here.
In the secton section, the morphology of the various form classes is

dealt with according to a Doke-Cole model.

1/ Totemeyer (1978).

2/ The‘suprasegmehtaT component of the language is not dealt with'héreg
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L Orthography

The conjunctive word division employed here is a departure .

from the standard practice which uses disjunctive word division for :
some form classes. ~ There are also some differences in the - i

] L , repkesentation of underlying phonemés, especially the 'long vowels'. g
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1/ See Appendix 1 for a discussion of orthographic problems.
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Contfast %‘
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Non-sy]]abic nasal ;
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Object concord E
Object prefix ’
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o Free variant i
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* Hypothetical forms @
P '7ero' morpheme f
\ a Dental articulation
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(R | oY palatal off-glide
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Note on_typographical forms §
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In some cases conventional notation 1s used where no spaces occur - |
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CHAPTER 2

et e i et

PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY

1.1 Underlying consonant phonemes

The seventeen underlying consonant phonemes recogn1zed in this

ana]ys1s are /b ds dj, f, h, k, 1, my n, ng, nYs ps sh, t, v, w, /.

/s/ also occurs as a peripheral phoneme in words adopted from other languages.

The phonemes could be represented schematically as fol]ows:

1.1,1 ~Consonant phonemes“
p ot k
b d g
f (s) sh h
v o1y
W
m n ‘ny
ng

The four vertical co1umns are arranged on the bas1< of aeneral

features of place of art1cu1at1on, viz,, labial (bi- 1ab1a1 and labio-
| denta]), alveolar (denta1, alveo-dental, alveolar), palatal (alveo-

| pa]atal, palatal), back (ve]ars glottal, labio- =yelap), ‘The‘horiZOntali

rows are made on the basis of general manner of artiouWaﬁion, Vizi,

P 1
voiceless stops, voiced stops, voiceless fr1cat1Ves, voiced contwnuant /

and nasals.  Sore PoWs also represent 'natura] c]asses' of ohonewes

which 811 undergo a pcrtucu1ar phonological op morphophonem1c rule,

- for example, the phonemes /p, t, k/ oonst1tute a natural c1ass 1n that

R . . Ve

1/ Phonet1ca11y‘ /1/ s a flap, but 1t behaves nhonem1ca11y in the same
way as /v, y/. .

L L s . . . Lo
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'Vwanyama‘ This phenomenon accounts for the gap'

they undergo the ru]e of consonant deletion following a non-syllabic
nasal (See 1. 3.3).

The segment /nY/ti1 is treated in this analysis as a unit
phoneme not as a sequence of segments /n/ and ’ /J,. /ny/ behaves
1ike the other 'plain' nasaTs /m/ and /n/ in the rule of nasal
harmony where all three segments are followed by a suffix containing

nasal /n/ (see 1.3.13); other consonants or NC sequences are

- followed by a suffix containing non-nasal /1/. Thus /ny/ fits

into a hdtura1 class of nasals /m, n, ny/.

The phonemic interpretation of /ng/ presents some problems.

Phonetically, this is a sequence of a voiced velar nasal Lyl and a voiced

velar explosive stop Lgd.  The que\twon that arises is whefher /ng/ should

be anaiyzed as a un1t segment or a sequence of segments

In Kwanyama ne1ther /3/ voicer velar hasal) nor /g/ (vo1ced

velar consonant) occur as 1ndependent phonemes in positions of contrast

as do the plain nasals /m, n, ny/ and the voiced plosives /b, d; di/.

The segment EgJ occurs on]y after the nasal RUJ s and comparison

with neighbouring d1a7e s Kwambi and Ndonga suggests that a voiced velar

segment (fr1cat1vevor stop) has d1sappeared from the phonem1c system of

in the series of voiced -

plosives (see 1.1.1).

Kwanyama “Kwamb1 ~ Ndonga
~ -amena | -gamena - Mppotect!
| Ez‘ameg a1
~-diinina ~-dhiginina =dhiginina "save"
Cdipina3 A iriinal
“Xupaeia -upagera "qulp"
cxupaelas Cupagera 3
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The behaviour of /ng/ differs from the other nasal-consonant

sequenceé /b, nd, ndj/. The nasal element of /ng/ does not delete according

to rule of nasal deletion in NZCZ position as is the case with /mb, nd, ndj/
as /ng/ cannot reduce to a non- -existent segment (see 7.3. 4) although 1t

does 1n1t1ate the process of nasa1 de1et1on when in N C1 position.

The sequehce /ng/ is not produced as the result of a morphdphonemic

process as are the other nasal consonant sequences where

m + v-—=>mb
n + 1-—>nd
ny + y —> ndj

"In the light of the foregoing reasons /ng/ is considered to be a
unit segment in th1s analysis of the phonem1c structure although it ‘has the

same type of phonetic structure as the aequences /mb, nd, ndj/.

Consonant phonemes may ocour in»NC sequences (nasal-consonant)

‘and (N)CG sequences (nasa1-consonant~g1ide). Geminate sequences of

consonants do not occur.

1.1.2 Phonetic realization of underlying consonants

The underlying consonant phonemes are represented by the following

allophones if they are not affected by other phonolagical process:

/p/ tpy  : voiceless bilabial explosive stop
' epepe  [epepe] "shoulder"
/t/ k1 voiceles ~dental explosive s*op
s etemba cetembai  "wagon"
Jk/  tka : voiceless velar explosive stop

‘ -puk-a Cpukal "wandey"
/b/ - bl i voiced bilabial explosive stop.
| ongobe coggoben "cow"
/d/ Egj ¢« voiced dental explosive stop
oshed1 cogegij "chin'

/dj/ tdng i alveo-palatal voiced affricated stop
omudjene comdzenes “heat" ‘
voiceless labiodental fricative

7 okufu  rokufuz  "winter!

Js/ tsl i voiceless alveolar fricative

oskola toskoLal "school"

[f/ cfy

.e
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/sh/ [53 : voiceless alveopalatal fricative
-shang-a C3angal write"
/h/ th3, X3 0 The phoneme /h/ is realized by the voiceless velar
fricative allophone LX3 preceding the high vowel /u/ and before the back
glidé JW/ . EX3 a1so occurs in the words /xe/ "his father" and /xo/
“your father" as an a]ternat{ve pronunciation to /she/ c¥e1 and
/sho/ t¥o1 respectively. | | .
The voiceless g]otta] fricative allophone Chl precedes the
mid and‘10w‘vowé1‘phonemes /e,‘é, o/ and also the hfgh vowel /u/ in
the single case of the radical /-humbat~/ Ehumbagl “carry". |
The high front vowel /i/ follows/h/ only in the contracted form of
/nghi-/ tgi] (1st person negative in copulatives) in its alternative
reclization Chil . Excepu in the few forms given above, Chl and £x3 A
are‘ﬁn'COmp1ementéry distribution. | :
/y/ Tyl : voiced Tlabio-dental fricative
| ekuva rekuval = “axe"
/1/ L3 : voiced alveolar-lateral flap
okulanda _Eokufanga] "to buy"
/y/ i1 t voiced palatal (front) glide
*yeT—a tjelas "become bright“
W/ Wl voiced labio-velar (back)‘g1ide
-Wan-a twaga: "be worth"
/m/  tma & voiced bilabial rzsal
_omona ﬁcmoqai VehiTd"
/n/ tna o yoiced dental naséW
~-nene  Cpened hig"
/ny/ tiia @ voiced pé1ata1 nasal
| oiunya1a cofufiafal  "nail, claw"
/ng/ EDgJ i sequence of voiced‘QeTar nasal - voiced velar stop

ongadu tongadu’ "erocodile”
ngac neaq |

| 1/ The OFFiéial Orthography (1973) represents the phoneme‘/h/ by the symbols

for the phonetic realizations, viz. /h/ and /x/ which are Tikewise used
for orthoqraphic purposes in this analysis. |
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Sequences of three vowels occur only in verbal structures at morpheme

~boundaries. They are not dealt with here.

1.2 Underlying vowel phonemes

There ake five underlying vowel phoneMes /i, €, @, 0, U/.

1.2.1 Vowel phonemes
Table 2
B u §
e 0 ;
3 §
a !

The schematic represeniation above ié based on arti¢u1atory
features: there are three levels on the height scale for vowel, viz.,
high, middle ahd low. ~ The two columns represent front vowels and
back vowels. | | |
/a/- is considered as a front vowel in this analysis as it appears :
to constitute a natural class of 'front! together‘with’/e/, rather

than‘with the back vowels. This 1ntefpretation is made on the basis

of underlying VV sequences where /e/ and /a/ exhibit similar behaviour.

Any two vowels may occur in juxtaposition in VV sequences.

1.2.2  Phonetic realization of vowels e T T e NS

The underiying vowel phunemes are realized phonetically as

following if they are not affected by any other process:

/i/ i3 : high front unrounded vowel

LI S

~imb-a Cimbal  "sing"

Ik

/e/ el : high-mid front unrounded vowel

elenga tefeggaj "headman" . i

AR TP ICTETERNG r  PRCEE ISR JREIES RS
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/a/ Cal: low unrounded vowel f

' ~ -akam-a Cakamal "open .the mouth" :
' A - 3

/o/ ol : high-mid back rounded vovel ;

, ‘ : |
. omona  Comopal  "child" ;

Ju/ tul : high back rounded vowel §
-fud-a  Cfudal "breathe" :

1.2.3  Vowel sequences ;

A11 combinations of two vowels occurring in sequence are §
permissible. :

Identical (short) vowels occurring in sequence are realized . i
phonetically as one long vowel, but are considered in this analysis 5 |
te be an underlying séquence of two vowels.,

High vowels preceding other vowels initiate the phonetic
realization process of glide formation and vowel Tengthening
(See 1.3.8 below). %

llhere the first vowel is non-high, simple catenation of the ;

‘ , : }

two vowels occurs: ]

(a) - JaV/sequences f ;
omaanc Coma:nol  (6) “oaths" v !
efudaela tefudaefal (5) ‘whirlwind" f |
omaingido (6)  "shouts" |
omaonga (6) "spears" .
eshinauno (5) "profusion” - ;

| s |
i :
N it
: i
| i
oy % !
Ll‘
i t
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; (b) /eV/ sequences
eandukteagguj (5) "frost““
eendo /e-endo/ce:ggoj (5) M“graveyard"
eido '(5) "grass"
eono (5) "growl"
-peuk-a "blow over"
% (c) JoV/ sequences]/
| ‘
H
% otoamene Eotoémegej "you protecf"
otoendaenda "you travel around”
ofkuty (8) Melothes"
00 to;ﬁ‘ (demonstrative) "those"
f\ oufi ~ (14) L . "death"
% 1.2.4  Phonetically long vowels
% ' :
] Long vowels may be attributable to two different underlying
g‘ structures.  Firstly, some phonetically Tong vowels can be attributed
é, to a sequence of two identical vowels as in /a - a/ ra:1 (demonstrative,.
%} ey : class 6) "these". Long vovels may be stem-internal, and are also
E treated in this ana}ysfs‘as beihg a juxtaposition of two 1ike vowels:

/feel-ra/ tfe: [ a1 "smooth, stroke (see also . 1.2.3) 4

Secondly, in a sequence of two vowels where the first vowel

T

T e, =
s o o o PO AT 7 .01 B 1 a1t = F L e

is high, i.e. /i/ or Ju/, it is realized as non~sy11abic‘oh it is

deleted, and the second vowel s realized with phonetic length. These

phonetically 1ohg vowels are thus treated as having an underlying

structure of /i - V/ or /u - V/ (see also 1.3.8).

1/ No instances of stem-internal /oV/ sequences have béen hoted,

&/ For a d1SCUSS10n of orthograph1c representation of 1ohg vowels
see Appendix 1. |
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1.3 Phonological rules

In this study, the various rules that operate are grouped

into two typés, viz. morphological rules and phonological rules.

The phonological rules are rules of mutation or phonetic

: reaTizationythat deal with variants of a single element and are dealt

with in this section.

Morphological rules deal with the distribution of suppletive
forms and are descr1bed wherever the relevant morpheme is treated in the

‘gramnar in Part II.

Some phono1og1ca1 ru]es require orderlng of appTication and
this is noted where necessary, but the Dresentat1on of rules in a
particular (random) order does not imply that their application is

necessarily ordered.
.31 Rule 1

Nasal assimilation

The‘appiication of this rule precedes the operation of the
mutation rules of stop formation, nasal devoicing -stop deletion and
nasal deletion. It also precedes the phonetic realization rules of

(N)Cw and (N)Cy sequences.

When a non-syllabic nasal precedes another consonant, it is
always homorganic with it.  Thus /m/ tml precedes Tabial consonants,

/n/ Cna precedes dental consonants, /ny/ CHi precedes palatal and

< i e e o B i
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| alveo-palatal consonants. Underlying /n/ assimilates to velar Cy3

preceding velar consonants.

Examples

/m/ : omhepo- (9) ‘"wind" < -pep-a "blow"
| /om-pepo/ : /m/ precedes labial /p/
copepol ¢ phonetic realization after nasal
devoicing and stop deletion 1/
ombadwa Combadwal (9) "dried skin"
/n/ tpl : onhalelo conal eLo1(9) "mirror" < -tal-a "Took
ondabo'EOQQ;bOJ (9) “flatness"
: onho Copod  (9)  "dried skin"
/ny/ tiiz: -endjelela tefidefeLa1 “hang"

: onhya Cohal (9) Wscarification”

/n/'cgn 1 onghwiyu (9)} “fig fruit" ct. omukwiyu (3) "fig tree"

Jon=kwiyu/ ‘underlying form
dr~kwiyu : nasal assimilation

conwijua = cogmwijud ¢ phonetic .
[ [} . : '

realization after nasal devoicing and stop deletion

»

(Rule 3). Alternative reaiization has optional

labjalization for Cw sequence.

1/ Voiceless nasals are considered here to be the surface realization
of an underlying sequence of nasal and voiceless stop (see 1.3.3):

Sy G S

S ST S IR A

et ey A Ao mtrart e P . A4



et e S

AL e gy,

g N TR o A

it o et

RT3 o T MO 3 s

11,

1.3.2 Rule 2

Stop fdrmation (éonsonant strengthening) é 'Vm
The Under1y1ng VOiced continuant§ Vsl .Y/ are rea]1zed as g
stops of the same or of the closest correspond1ng nlace of art1cu1at1on g 4
to the continuant when preceded by the under1V1nn nasa1s /m/s In/) f
or /ny/ (see a]so 1.3.1 for nasal assimilation rule) §
ombadje (9)  "jackal" cf. okavandje‘(12) "émaT] Jackal" ; H
/om-vandje/ : underlying form
Lombadsay 1abio~denta] continuani i
“ "“ becomes bilabia] piosivé
ondado (9) "trade! < ~tand= a "byy" ’
Eoggagoj ¢ alveolar-lateral flap
becomes dental plosive
ondjabi - (9) "payment, gift" < - yamb-a "give"
Coﬁégabin . palatal cont1nuant
becomes a]veo-pa]ata1
affricate r
: i
!
4




1.3.3 Rule 3

Masal devoicing and stop deletion

In an underlying sequence where a voiceless stop is preceded
by a non-syllabic nasal /m/, /n/ or /ny/, the stop is deleted and the
nasal is devoiced. Rule 1 of nasal assimilation (1.3.1) operateé

before this ruie.

“omhangelo (9) ”réso]ution" <‘-pange1—a“‘ "décfde“
: /omﬂpangel-d/ ¢ underlying form
topangefod :‘phonétic realization
| after stop deletion and
nasa1‘dericing

onhondoki (2} “runner" < -tondok-a "pun"

topondokil

ongholwe (9)  "drunkard" < -kolw-a -~ "drink"

togofwel i Cnd assimilates to [l preceding Ck3
oS

1.3.4 Rule 4

Nasal deletion

If a syllabtle containing a SeqUenqe of an undek]ying non-
éy11abic nasal and voiced noh—back‘pTosive (abbreviated as /NZCZ/ is
preceded by a syllable having any sequence of non-syllabic nasal and
voiced plosive (abbreviated as /N1Cq/)» the nasal of the second

(non-back) Sequenée is deleted.  The  sagment ngj in position

T e
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]

‘/N C‘/ initiates the rule of nasal deletion on non-back /NZCZ/‘sequences,

j.e., it operates in the /N,C,/ position as do other nasal-consonant

sequences.  In the /NZCZ/ pos1t1on, however, the deletion of the

nasal segment of the phonetic sequence tngd cannot take place as

fhere‘is no underlying velar stop %rg3 . The phonetic sequence behaves
phonemical]y'as a unit segment (see 1.1.7). |
This process of nasal deletion is associated with nouns {
of classes 9 and 10 = 9 where the non-syllabic nasal of the‘prefix f
1mned1ate1/ precedes consonant commencing stems. [t has not been
‘established c]ear]y whether this is a product»ve process1/ but there is a ?
sequence structure condition which does not permit such /NC/ sequences }
to occur in consecutive sy11ab1es within any one stem. f
ombadje  (9) "‘ackal“ cf. okavandje (12) "sma1l jackal®
Jom=vandje/ : underlying form :
ombandje | : stop formation é
Combadg el + nasal deletion in NoG, E
ondoda (9)  "step" < -lond-a ‘"step" ;
/on-Tond-a/ ¢ uUnderlying form |
ondjabi (9)  "payment" < -yaub-a "give"
Jon-yamb~1/ i underiying form
Compare the examples above to
ondunga (9) "palm fruit" cf. omulunga (3) ‘“paim tree"
/on*1unga/ ‘ t no deletion of the nasal OT‘/NZCZ/ occurs
1/ The re]at1ve1y sma]l number of cases of th1s ru]e OpFYat1hg suggests
it is non~ productwve.
i PR i_____‘\J
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Compare also the following forms in Kwanyama with those in

“Ndonga where such nasal deletion does not occur

Kwanyama ‘ ﬂﬁgﬂg@

ongdbe ongombe N eow"

dmbabi = ombambi "du{ker"
ondjabé i : dndjamba ,"elephant”
ongadu. - ongandu ,"crdcodile"\

V»T.3.5 Rule 5

- JCw/ sequences - phonetic realizations

A11 underlying consonant phonemes (except /w/ 1tse1f)‘as well

as underlying /NC/ sequences]/‘may precede the glide /w/ in /Cw/ sequences.

(a) After a11vdenta1 and velar plosives (in isolation or in /NC/

sequences), the glide (w) may be strengthened and labialized Optional1y

to a consonant of the same manner of articulation as the preceding

consonant and with the same value for voising.

The phonetic realization of /w/ in such sequences varies
freely and may be a true glide, a strengthened consonant with off~
glide, or a strengthened consonant without any glide (i.e. the glide is

“absorbed").

- Exaniples ‘
/tw/ i okutwi  Tokutwil = cokutpMia x Cokugpil  ear"

ko okukwata«tokukwappjiicokukpwagan = Lokukpatal "to catch"

1/. See 1.3.3 for the phonemic status of voiceless nasals.
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15.
/dw/ : ~dwany-a E%waﬁaj = Ec'i!bwa'rfa:l = [dbafial "be 1‘rr‘1‘vta'ted“
B : ‘4 ~ i V’ S : V L
| ondwi Eogg‘wu = Condd"11 = Eog.cjl‘bu "dust'
/ehw/Cowy i onhwa [opwal = conyp"a2 "eagle"
/nghw/Cowd - = onghwiyu Cogwijuld = ‘;;:;-xwijuj‘ 'fig fruit"
6 : : o PR ‘ ,
(b) "~ After all labials (including /NC/ 'seqUences‘) the glide /w/

may be strengthened and velarized as a voiced velar continuant

(Fricative) when the preceding consonant is a non-na.sa1, or it may

appear as a velar nasal if the precedmg consonant is a nasal (or

voiceless nasaI) 1/ Aﬁernatwew, an off-glide Cwl may be retamed

fter Ve1ar1zat1on,, or ¢lse it may simply be realized phonetically

as ghde twl mthout any streng‘rhemng

Jpvi/ v -pwalakat-a Cp fafafakata:l = Ep Wa Lakatal =
| Epwa£ akail;laj Ythunder" |

/bw/ :  embwabwa remb4rabapral = tembvwabrwaj,;
Cembviabwal WFastivity” ‘

/fw/ + okuhafifwa cokuhafif pal = tokuhaﬁfr‘waj =
cokuhafifwal "be gladdened”

VAL okuvavwa  Cokuvavpal = t:okuvavywa:l = cokuvavwal  "be roasted"

‘1.‘~ e v 5]
/mw/ ¢ muene Emgegen~ ‘Cmg _e,qe:l . Cmvepel

/mhw/ 0 URE 2/
/mby/ + ombwa l:omb‘jy al = tombTwa:\ =~ combwal "dog"

1/ Sﬂe footnote P 4.
2/ No examples of thns sequence have been recorded.
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z (c) ~After all palatals (p]ain consonants or sequences), and §
7% after non-labial continuants and nasals, the phonetic realization j
g, of glide /w/ is unaffected and appears always ds,tw:# “
; /djw/ ¢ ~hondjw-a choﬁdfgwaj "be sewh“ %
i /shw/ : -yashw-a CJjadwal ~ 'be WOuhded"
I/ ‘ P o~teyw-a t;ijaJ ‘ "be broken" ;
/Tvi/. : okulwa cokufwaz "to fight" g
/nw/ + okunwa - Cokupwal "to drink" ;
Jhw/Cxwl ¢ oluxwa cof uxwa3 | "dense bush" é
‘/nyw/EﬁWJ: onywa Conwa3l "quiver for arrows" ;
/ndjw/l/
1.3.6  Rule 6
/Cy/ sequences - phonetic realization
T : : | |
: The palatal glide may follow labial on dehta]/a]veoiar f
f consonants in /Cy/ sequences; but it never follows palatals or %
back consonants. | ?
(a) After 1ab1a1 stops éhd fricatives, the giide is usually
fricativized as ah alveolar fricative which is voﬁced or voiceless
according to the preceding consonant.  /y/ may also be retained phonetically %
as an.off-g]idé to the fricative. | | S ;
/py/ +  okupya  tokups¥al = Cokupsal o burn"
/oyl ombyy combzYus = Combzu | "Sp. of fruit"
/vl oFye ‘ tofsyel ¢ Lofsel “ﬁt is us" "
/vyt -yyulama tvzYu L ad = cvzulas  "to dri11 into"
1/ No examples of this sequence have been recorded.
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(b) After dental plosives, the glide is strengthened to a pa1ata1

fricative (voiced or voiceless) and is completely absorbed. The

X

resultant realization is an alveo-palatal affricate.

/ty/  : okutya rokutSay = "to say"
/dy/  t okudya Cokudzal | ,"pfoduce, bring forth"
= okudja =
(c) The palatal glide remains unchanged fo]]oWing the non-

fricative continuant / 1/ and voiced or voiceless ""%‘S}]/

/1yl :‘¥1yatra cfjatal "to stand on"
/my/ : emyo Cemjo 3 "slowness"
fmhy/?

/nhy/ @ onhya coﬁa.l "scarification”

1.3.7 Rule 7.

Deletion of vowel N4/

Whenever a grammatical element with strUCture‘(C)V is prefixed

to a vowel commencing noun or absolute pronoun, the first vowel (.e. the

~ prefix vowel) of the resultant /VV/ sequence‘ﬁs deleted. This rule

operates obligatorily at a mokpheme beundary, and it may apply optionally

‘at word boundaries where the final vowel of a word is deleted.

pombinga | /pu-ombinga/ "on the side"
pu-/ :‘1ocaﬁive prefix
/ombinga/ : noun, class 9
pombinga :,rea1isatfon‘after vowe1 deletion
~mokufu . /mu-okufu/ "in the cold season"

omiti doshilongo /da-oshilongo/ "trees of the country"

R .

U YR o irras (5 A i & 4 s

1/ See footnote p. 14.

2/ No examples of this sequence have been recorded.

e
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L nombele  /na-ombele/ "by means of the knife" %
e | Glide formation and vowel Tengthening §
] | Except for a sequence of two higthack vowe1svwhere there % 2?
% | Z is simple catenation, in all VY sequences where the first vowel is ? |
% ’ % high, it is realized phonet1ca]ly as a non-syllabic glide, and the é 1
% , 5 second vowe1 is lengthened. If the pa1ata1 glide /y/ 1mmed1ate1y‘ %
§  E follows the palatal fricative /sh/ after g11de formation has operated, ;
% , g tnen it is deleted as it may not fo'llow any palatal consonant in ”f
; E sequence, buf the second vowel retains Tlength. 2/ o i
g \EJ | (a) JuV/ sequences j
i
[ "‘ u | omuambi (1) "slanderer” é
‘E | i /omu-ambi/ ¢ underlying form %
;: Comwasmbia + phonetic realization é
i ~after g]1de formation and %
% vowe1 Jengthening ' %
% L e - = omwaanbi="/ | %
§ i | omuehe 11 Comye’ he{13 (1) "beggar"
§ . ‘{' ‘ | : i ~omweeheli= ‘ e : " | ‘¥
; | | oluimbo cofwismbol (17)"song" _— o | | h
. | o |
*% okuona ~ Cokwo:nal : 1 "to snore" @
? ‘ =okwoona = | ;
Jé N1tn Juu/ tnere is swmp1e catenat1on' %
% okuumba toku mba3 "to shoot"
ﬁ i | ‘ 1/ For a d1scusswon of orthognapn1c orob]emq, see Append1x i
; | 2/ According to sequence btrUGtures, palatals may not follow palatal or

velar consonants. :
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(b) /iV/ sequences

omiala ’,(4)‘

Jomi - ala/
comja:fad
=omyaala=

oiendo coje:ngoj(B)

=oyeendo=

oiimbo Coji:mbol(8)

- =oyiimbo=

1.

“breast bones"

underlying form

phonetic realization after
glide formation and

vowel lengthening

"journeys"

"songs"

ojongalele ono:ggal'eljej (8) "gatherihgs"

=oyoongalele=

omiuhalo romjushalod ~ (4) "sp. of tree (pl.)"

(c) /iV/_sequences fo]]owing,ba1ata]‘/sh/

oshiendo (7}
‘% oshye:ndo :

N |
- Lose:ndod ;

"journey" < -end-a "travel”
glide ‘ormation and

vowel lengthening

phonetic realization after

giide deletion

oshiongalele co§d:ggafe£e: (7) “gathering"

ek er‘lf&“r e e o ks e
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1.3.9  Rule 9

Voviel Raising

Subject prefixes and all following prefixes with underlying

structure /Ca-/ underdo the process of vowel raising in verbs whereby

the low v «.: /a/ is raised to mid vowel /e/ when preceding the

reflexive prefix or an object prefix1/, the radical /-uy-/, and all

defective verbs}

This process does not operate on tense prefixes preceding

‘the subject prefix.

Examéles
Ovashiinda otaveka1ungameha Jo-ta-ve-ka=..../
/ve-/‘< /va=/ i subject prefix with raised vowel, class 2
/ka-/ . object prefix, class 12
"The neighbours'are cariﬁg for her"
Note thatthe prefix /fa-/ in the example above does not undergo vowel

raising as it precedes the subject prefix. }7

Otekealesha /oft-e—ke—a?...;/

- Je~] < /a—/ o subject prefix, ciass 1
/ke=/ < /ka?/ . future tense prefix
/a-/ B object prefix, class 6

"He wiT? read them"

| Ondealanda - /o-nd-e-a=..../

 Je=/ < Ja-/ i past tense prefix
‘I bought them" |

1/ The object suffix /-nge/ (ist person sg.) does not condition vowel
raising. | 5 , | ,

Tt
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i g Ye okwevetuulikila / o-kw-e-ve-tu-..../
'é /veé/ < [va=/ object,prefik, class 2 RN
Jtu-/ : object'prefix,‘1st person pl. |
"He pointed them out to us"
; o

A verb may incorpbrate two object prefixes as in the example above.

‘Otaveuya /. .ve=uy-a/

"They are coming"

Ovewete /-wet-e/ '(defecfive presént stem)

"They see"

The vowel /a/ remains low before radicals other than /-uy-/‘and

defective radicals, and also in verbs which do not incorporate -

object or reflexive prefixes: E 2
Examples

Ovashiinda otavé1ungamena okakadona Jo-ta-va-..../

"The neighbours care for the girl"

Otaké]esha omambo /oft¥a-ka-,-;./

"Ha will read the books"

Ondalanda omambo Jo-nd=a=. .../

"1 bought the books"

1.3.10  Rule 10

Vowel deletion and nasal syllabification

When a prefix with underlying structure /mu/ precedes a

consonant commencing stem, the vowel of the prefix is deleted, and
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22.

the nasal becomes syllabic. This prqcéss applies to the noun and
adjective prefixes of classes | and 3, and to the object prefixes
of class 1 and the second person plural.

Examples

omudiva . (3) "fish trap"

Jomu - diva/ | : underlying form

~om - diva | vowel deletion
Eomgivaj phonetic realization with syllabic nasal

omufatululi cmmfagyfufij (1) “interpréter"

n

omuti mu1e\EoTti%Fw£ej (3) "a ta11'£ree“

: Vowel harmony (front vowels)

Extensions 1, 3 and 5 have alternating front vowels whose
occurrence‘is determined by the vowel which immediately précédés them.
The high vowel /i/ occurs when the extension follows highvowe1s{?i} ,
and the non—high vowel /e/ follows nc‘m-high vowels {e} :

-a
0

Examples of /i/

~fik=11=- . Hachieve" ~fik= ‘peach”

Z
~tuk-i1- ety towards" < -tuk- o UF1Y"
Examp1és of /e/ -
~deng-el~- "heat for" < =deng- heat!
~lapd-el- .~ "buy for" < =land- "buy"
~kosh-el- gash for' < =kosh~ "wash"

1/ See p. 121 ff. for verbal extensions
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1.3.12  Rule 12

s iy g e i T

Vowel alternation (back vowels)
Extensions‘B and 9 have a1terhating high back vowel /u/ &nd ’
" mid-back vowel /o/; the 1atter form occurs when preceded by mid back
‘ /o/ only, and /u/ occurs when precnded by /i, e, a, u/ whﬂch are
either high or non—back}/
Examples of /u/ | ‘ | ;
-dit-ul- “untie" cf.  -dit-ik-  'tie" o
| , | , | , b
-vel-uk- "vrecover" < -vel= "be sick” g
~vav-uk- "be charred" < =vav- "roast" E
~kuny=uk- "be grazed bare" < =kuny- "gnaw" ‘ %
Examples of /o/ . - | v , f
~kosh=ok= "be clean" < ~ ~kosh- "wash"
-tok-ok= “bacome broken" cf.  -tok-ol-  ‘“split"
1.3.13 Rule 13 ‘
Nasal harmony
The under1j1ng non-nasal /1/ of extenswons 1 and 8 asswm11ates
to the nasa1 /n/ when immediately preceded by a plain nasal consonant
/m,n ny/ |
Examples of /n/
~kum=in "toyuch for" < =kum- - "touch"
~tom-en=  Uslaughter for' <  -tom= "slaughter”
-shun=inin- "peturn quickly" < -shun- "return"
-ony~bnon~ "be unrolled" < ony-  "rol"
1) See p.132 ff,
2/ See pp 123 and 132,
\
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ExampTes of /1/

' -kong-0lo1-

= -tUk"ﬂj

~tul=il

-long-el-

"search out"
"fly towards"
"pour into"

"work for"

~kong-
-tuk~
-tul-

~long-

24.

t

“search"
H.F]yn

“pour"

Mwork"
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~ CHAPTER 2

SUBSTANTIVES

2.1 ~ The noun classes

Nouns in Kwanyama are grouped into classes according to
their prefixes and related concords.

Noun classes are numbered here according to Meinhof's system
(1932:39, 40) with some modifications. Maiphof's classes 10-9 and 13

are labelled hera as 10-91/ and 12 respectively; two additional classes,

viz;,‘1a and 2b are recognized herezl.
2:1.1 Morphological strudtﬂre of nouns

Nouns usually consist of three segmental morphemes: an initial

vowel, a basic prefix, and a stem:

oshiwana /o-shi-wana/ “a nation"
Jo=/ i initial vowel
/shi-/ “: basic prefix; class 7
/-wana/ ¢ nounlstém ‘

Some houns, such as those of class la, may consist of two morphemes:

tate /@-tate/ - : "my father
8-/ : noun prefix, class la ('zero' morpheme)
- [=tatn/ : noun stem |

1) Cole (1967).

2/ - Cole (Proto-Bantu Noun prefix system: unpublished, n.d.).
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Nouns may incorporate more than one prefix, as in the
derivation of nouns from primary-function1/ rlasses, and thev may

also incorporate a derivational suffix:

okamuti Jo-ka-mu~ti/ "a small tree"
/o-/ | : initial vowel
/ka-/ . : derivational prefix, class 12
Jmu=/ | : basic prefix, class 3 |
/-ti/ + stem 7

" 2.1.1.1  Noun prefixed

X a -
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Table 3
Class Prefix | Example
1 | O Omu= ~ onw= omukwaita - ' "soldier"
2 ova= ~ Qy- ovakwaita - "soldiers"
Tla- P~ | meme | “my mother"
2b | 00- - oomeme | "y mothers"
3 ’ omu= ~ omw-(~om=) omuti "tree"
4 omi~ ~ omy- omiti | "trees"
5 ep- - etanga | "melon"
6 - oma- ~ om= omatanga . melons"
7  oshi- - ofh- ~oshingulu "pig"
8  0i- ~ 0y- “oingulu "pigs"
9 oN= - ongobe Moow"
10 ee~ - - Rt
109 eeN- eengobe "cows"
11 “olu- ~ olw- olupati: "pibt
12 oka= okafino "donkey"
14 ou- oufiku "night"
15 oku= ~ okw- okuulu "eg"
16 pu- | pormuTunga "at the river"
17 ku- komatemba "to the troughs"
18 | mu-= ~ Teumbo

"in the house"

1/ Fortune (1955).
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2.1.1.2  Initial vowel
Classes la, 16, 17 and 18 do not have an initial vowel. The
initial vowel for classes 5 and 10- 9 is /e/, and for all other c1asses
it is /o/.
2.1.1.3 Basic prefix
The basic prefix may have one of the fo11oWing types of -
morphological structures: ¢ '
o eV
)

L C
The prefixes of classes 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8, 11, and 15 each

have two allormorphs; one of these ends in and underlying vowel /(C)V/s

and the other ends in a consonant or true glide / {(3} /.
S o G

Synchronically, these var1ants are not phonologically conditioned
and are regarded here as suppietive forms.‘ Their distribution is d a1t
‘with for each particular noun class.

2.1.1.4  Noun stems

A noun stem has the m1n1mum morpho]og1ca] structure V. The
final element of all noun stems is V. The maxdmum sequence of VOWe1s

within a stem is VV.

The maximum number of consonants in sequencn within-a stem

is /NC/ or /CG/.
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2.1.2 Nouri Class 1

2.1.2.1  Morphology of the prefix

Initial vowel: Jo-/

Basic prefix : /mu- ~ mw-/

The ¢lass 1 prefix has two allomorphs: /omw-/ contains a
glide, and /omu-/ contains an ynderlying vowel (which may appear as a
glide in surface structure), X '

(1) The prefix /omw-/ precedes a few stems commencing in frond

yowels /esa/.

Only three such cases have been recorded:

omw-alikadi "woman™ ~ pl. ov-alikadi (2)

omw-ene | "owner" ov-ene
omw-al1 "rursing mother! ova~-mw-ali (2-1)

(see footnote 1, p.30)

(2)  The variant /omu-/ co-occurs with stems comencing in
vowels /i,e,a,0,u/ (other than those that occur with Jomw=7) s and
also with consonant cormencing stems.

The rule of glide formation and vowel lenathening (1.3.8)

operates‘on stems qomnenCing’in yowels other than /u/.

When /omu=/ pretedes'stéms commencing in the high-back vowe] Jul

simple catenation of vowels occurs.
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When /omu-/ precedes consonant commencing stems, the prefix

vowel is deleted and the nasal becomes syllabic

this process involves transference of the basic

(in suprasegmental terms,

prefix tone to the nasal)

 (see 1.3.10 fora description of the phono1og1ca1 process).

Jomu-/ with V-commencing stems:

omuameni]/ EomWa;megijk ‘"protector" nl. ovaameni (2)
=omwaémeni=
omuenda Eomwe:ggaa "visitor" ovaenda
=omweenda=
omuimbuli  Comwismbulil  “singer” ovaimbuli
’ =omwiimbuli= |
omUongadngi Eomwo:ggaoggij Myanderer” ovaongaongi
v=dr‘n\.\!oongaong‘1.= ‘
omuudi Eomuzgij "Jistener" ovaudi
/omu=/ with C-commencing stems:
omutunde Eomfquel "sinner" pl. ovalunde (2)
omukainhu tomkaiguj "yoman" ovakainhu
ohuhambu11 Eomhambuﬁijy Ysmith" ovahambu1i
Minvalid" ovaveledi

omuveledi Comveledil

When /omu-/ precedes some stems commencing in the sequence

/h/ followed by mid—back voviel /o/ partial phonetic assimilation of

the nasal element to the initial consonant of the stem takes place

after the process of vowel deletion has anplied. Phonetically, this

results in the realization of a double nasal:

omuhongi Comnongil Ucraftsman' pl. ovahongi (2)

cf. omuhakuli tomhaku[ii "healer" ovéhaku1i

1/ The symbol '= =! indicates the form as it is Written in the official

orthography. See Appendix i for a discussion of orthographic
problems concerning the representation of these stems.
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2.1.2.2  Number

Class 1 nouns are all singular in number, and their

corresponding plurals are all in class 2.

3"0

2.1.2.3  Significance - %
Class 1 contains only personal nouns including names of %
~nationals. |
2.1.2.4  Examples i
(1) Miscellaneous personal nouns | %
omufita "herdsman" pl. ovafita‘(Z) §
omufuko " "marriageable girl"  ovafuko E
omukonge ~ "hunter" ovakongo é
omulodi 7 "witch® hova]odi\ .
omumati | "youth" ovamati
~ omumbada "coward" ovambada
omunhu "person” ovanhu
omunongo ~ “sage" ovanongo :
'dnUpdfi | "blind person” - ovapofi %
omUkulukadi "o1d woman" ovakulukadsi %
R i
(Z)ANames_ofkﬁationa1s %
 Omukwanyama "Kwanyama person’  pl. Ovakwanyama  (2) 5
‘Omundonga ' ’"Ndongé person"‘ Ovandonga‘
Omungadjela "NgadJjera person” Ovangadjela
Omundowishi  MGerman" Ovandowishi .
Omuingilisha "Eng11ishman" Ovaingilisha ‘#i
Omukwambi "Kwambi person" “Ovakwambi bt

i 1 28
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2.1.3 Noun Class 2 §
2.1.3.1  Morphology of the prefix g
Initial vowel: = /o/ §
Basic prefix : /va- ~ v-/ g I
(M) ~ The allomorph /ov~/ occurs with two vowel-commencing stems: %
/-alikadi/ and /-ene/: | é
‘ ov-alikadi "women" %
| }
ov-ene "ownars" ,§
. o %
(2) The allomorph /ova=-/ occurs with all other stems including o
yowel commencing stems other than the two stems noted above.  For
examples see 2.1.2.4, and 2.1.2.17,
2,1.3.2  Number
Class 2 nouns are-all plural in number with correlative
singulars in class 1. ;
2.1.3.2 Significance ?
Class 2 nouns have the same significance as those of class 1, | i
‘ ‘ i
see 2.1.2.3 aLove, ! !
!
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2.1.4  Noun Class la

2.1.4.1 Morpho]ogy of the prefix

Basic préfix: /8=/

There is no initial vowel in class la. ~The prefix, a 'zero' element,

occurs with all stems.

R e L

A number of personal nouns commence in the element /ka-/
which is probahly attributable to a class 12 (noun) prefix:
kaume "male friend" pl. ookaume (2b)

kahewa : "female friend" ookahewa

In Kwanyama, these nouns govern class 1 concords, except
in the case of the possessive concord which is identical with that of

class 12 ¢

kaume kange /ka-nge/ "my (male) freind"
ct. meekulu wange - "my grandmother"
kaume‘otépopi \ "the (male) friend is speaking"

ct. okakadona (12) otakapopi "the girl is speakingf

2.1.4.2  Number

C1ass Ta nouns are all singular, and their correlative piurals

are 1in class 2b.
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? 2.1.4.3‘ 'Signifjcance
; This class contains all kinship terms and proper’names, as
well as terms for many animals, insects and birds.
(1) Kinship terms and other personal nouns
kaume1/ "male friend" ~pl. ookaume (Zb)
kahewa]/ "female friend" | ookahewa
kadina!/ "namesake" ookadina
tate “my, our father" ootate
xoZ/‘ "your fathepr" 00X0
xe‘/ "his, her, their father" ooxe
meme "my mother" | oomeme
nyoko “your mother" oonyoko
ina "his, her, their, mother" ooina
tatemweno "my father-in-Tlaw" ootatemweno
meekulu "my grandmother" oomeekulu
(2) ~ Proper names. = Note that the p1urals may have an assoc1at1ve

as well as a numerical significance, thus ooHangula 1nd1cates

"Hangula and company/fr1ends" as we11 as more than one pepson with the -
namg Hangula. |

»

1/ See 2.1.4.1, p.32. ‘
2/ Obsolescent (or dialectal) alternative Forms for /xo/ and /xe/ are
/sho/ and /she/ respect1ve1y
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Male names

Namxwika

Hangula

~ Naindongo
Hautolonde
Hedimbi
Nambalishita
Nande

Hailwa

Female names

Naufiku
‘ Nangula
Shinomwenyo

Nashilwa

~ "Namxwika" ' nl.

"Hangula" (boy born in
the morning)

"Naindongo"
"Hautolonde"

"Hedimbi"

"Nambalishita"

"Nande"

"HaiTwa" (boy born at

~ time of war)

"Naufiku" (girl born at
night) =
"Nangula" (girl born at

dawn)

"Shinomwenyo" (the one
with 1ife)

"Nashilwa" (girl born at
time of war)

ooNamxwika (2b)
ooHangula
ooNaindongo
ooHautolonde

ooHedimb1

‘j‘ooNambalishita

‘ooNande

ooHailwa

ooNaufiku
ooNargula
ooShinomwenyo

ooNashi Twa

It appearé that the non-class prefix /na=/ occurs fn the

formation of both male and female names, while /ha-/ is found only

in male names. There ave a few pairs of names such as Hangula (male)

and Nangula (female) where the prefixes‘distingu{sh the seklgendeﬁ of

the name.  The non-class prefixes /ha-/ and /na-/ also occur as the

initial syllables in many terms for living creatures.

(3)  Names of aninals, insects, birds
ndikuwite "small cricket" pl. oondikuwete (2b) R i
halilo "g1owaorm" | oohalilo Ef ‘ %
naitalukunghu  "dragonfly" oonaitalukunghu . b §




nanghenge
riembudu

. ndiba
nyamanyama
muhghima
hanamanama
nanghwe
shimeshaudila

naukuti

2.1.5 Noun Class 2b

"scrub~hare" pl.
"large African gerbil"
"hare"‘(gen.)
"antbear"

"mohkey" |

"galago"

"grey Tourie"
"paradisé whydah"

"secretary bird"

2.1.5.1 Morphology of the prefix

Initial vowel: /o-/

Basic prefix :

2.1.5,2  Number

/o=/

36.

- oonanghenge (2b)

oonembudu:
oondiba
oonyamanyama
oomunghima
oohanamanama

conanghwe

~ poshimeshaudila

vonaukuti

The prefix /oo-/ occurs with all stems; see 2.1.4.3 above.

Class Zb nouns are plural, and their correlative singulars

arg 1n‘c1ass 1a.

2,1.5.3 Significance

Class 2b nouns have the same significances as their corresponding

singulars. Class 2b may signify an associative as well as a numerical

plural in the case of persunal fiouns. For examples see 2.1.4.3,
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2.1.6 Noun Class 3

2.1.6.1 Morpholoqy of the prefix

Initial vowel : /fo-/

Basic prefix : /mu- ~ mw~ ~ =/
The class 3 prefix has three variants:

(V) Jom=/ occurs only with one stem which conmences in the

back vowel /o/:

om-ongwa. Eomoggwaj - "salt" pl. eemongwa (10-3)

& omy-ongwa (4)

This allomorph is probab1y éttributab1e to the aTTomOrph /omw«/

where the Underlying back glide is deleted befare the back vowel
/0/3 (see (2) below).

(2) /omw-/ occurs with a few stems commerzing in the front

vowels /ise,a:r.  Note that these vowels are short, they do not undaqo

the regular rule of vowel lengthening (see also p.20),

©omw=1yo tomW1jOjT/ "trap" ply eemw~iyo (10-3)
omy-1i  Comwifi3 "smoke" : e
omw-isha Comwi%a3 Mdinnertime" g
omw-ilwa = comwifwal “sound of \vhis»t]ing" | ———
omi-iya  Comwijal  “thong" | - pl. omi-iya  (4)
| | ‘ *  eemw-iya (10-3)
bmw~enga Comwengel = “sweet reed" omy~engé (4)

i

eemy-enge (10-3)

1/ See footnote 1, p. 30 and also Appendix 1.
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omw-ed1 Comwedi] "moonlight" - : f" ‘ a
omw-enyo LomweRn o3 "soul, 1ife® omy=-enyo (4) %, o
=~ eemw-enyo (10-3) §
omw-an-i Eomwagﬁi? "sp. of tfee“ ‘ | omy-andi (4) %
| - eemw~andf (10-3)' §
omw=-a1i Comwaia "gravy" --E - | ?
(3) The variant /omu-/ occurs with all vowel‘commehcing stems g
other than those specified above in which case the rulss of glide ‘ :
formation and vowel lengthening operate on the underlying VV sequence ~§
(see 1.3.8). | '
/omu=/ also co-occuyrs with aTl consonant commencing stems, | l
Where the prefix vowel /u/ deletes and the nasal becomes'sy11abic | :
(see 1.3.10). o
Examples of fomu=/ with vowel commensing stems:r
omuidi '/ - Comwiidil "grass" ‘ pl. omaidi (6)
=oWiidi= ) é
Omuai& comva:{al  "breastbone" - omiala (4) é
“=omwaalas= | %
‘omuamba Comwaimbal "overcast sunrise” omiamba (4) %
=onwaamba = | :
omyorio Comwoinod  "snore" : ~omiono  (4)
=0mWoono= |
omusngo  Comwoiygol  "marula tree"  pl. omiongo  (4)
=onwoongo= | | | |
omuuTu ‘Eomugfu: "thick bdsh" omiuiu  (4) ;
=omuuTus ﬁ
i/ See footnote 1, p. 30 and Appéndix 1, ‘» ‘g
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2.1.6.2

Examples of /omu-/ with consonant commencing stems:

correlative plurals in class 4.

omﬁtima Eomgimaj M"heart"
omupinf compinia "héndleu
omuti comtil "tree"
omute Comtel "ash"
omukolo EOmkoIOJ "cough"

pl. omitima
omipini
omiti

-Class 3 nouns are mostly singular in number, with

A few class 3 nbuns, notably those

with_the /omw-/‘a11omorph of the prefix, have correlative plurals in

' ‘ciass‘?0—3;(i.e. by superimposition of prefix

Several ciass 3 nouns are neutral in number:

2.1.6.3

omukota
omufenu

omwifi

omundjene

omulalayili

omuxu -

Significance

"nose-b1eeding“
"smoothness"
"smoke"

"heat of fire"

"MiTky Way

class 10 on class 3).

"powder made from‘free bark"

~Class 3 contains botanica1 terms including the nanes of

many trees and shrubs, as well as severa1 anatomical ternms and many

other m1sce11aneous impersonal nouns.

‘The class 3 prefix may alqo

have a secondary funct1on1/ in the derivation of Augmenuat1Ves and

Pejoratives from other classes by subst1tut1on for the primary

funct1on1/ basic prefix.
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i (1) Anatomical terms
omutima “heart" pl. omitima (4) .
omunwe "finger’ | ominwe | = :
omuTungu "Tip" omilungu i
omutwe "head" omi twe 1
omufipa "yein, sinew" omifipa (4) :
£ | ' B ‘ : I
? omukati "elephant's trunk" omikati - ced ’
P 14 e sl e j
(- omunino windpipe , ominino : }
E e e ‘ f: i
' omupindi "thigh, calf" omipindi :
. 2) Botanical terms (names of trees and shrubs) : |
. N ~ omutundungu "wild seringa” pl. omitundungu (4) :
?m: iy ' N : ‘ Buriea africana 2/
i omuuva "Transvaal teak” omiuva -
i Pterocarpus angolensis ‘
: omuongo "Marula tree" omiongo D |
; ' ‘ ; ’(_!‘
Lo 4 Sclerocarya caffra : o - ‘ ﬁ
Co | - , i IR { Lot
A R omuhongo "Tambotie tree" omihongo { I
3 | ‘ ‘ Lo |
3 Spirostachys africana 2
omuolo "Ye1low-wood tree" omiolo %
S ¥
g ~ Terminalia sericea | |
1 o
L a
il | L » . .
3 3 ‘ . : . = |
I 1/ The terms primary function and secondary function are used as in - t
%ﬂ Fortune (1955). S e | o
d% 2/ A1l Latin names for botanical terms from Turvey et al. (1977). A
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omufyaati "Mopane tree" pl.  omifyaati (4) é
Cplophospermum mopane i
omukwiyu "fig tree" omikwiyi ;
Ficus sycamorus ?
omukwa "Bacbab" omikwa S
Adansonia digitata Q
(3) Miscel]aneousv1mpersona1]noun3‘ ?
omudo "year" : pl. omido (4) h
omufi tu "bushveld" omifitu
omufya "ecrack" “omifya
omukanda "Iatter" omikanda
omundilo "fire" omindilo :
omUngomé“ "bread" - omingome ;
omupepo "bellows" omipepo
omukala “passage in an eumbo"  omikala
omulongo “ten" omiTongo i
(4) Augmentatives and pejorative nouns %
‘omUngobe - "large, annoying cow" pi. omingobé (4) %
< ongobe (9) cow" | é
omundjaba "big, clumsy e1ephént" omindjaba %
< ondjaba (9) '"elephant" | |
OmUXUXWa "ungainly chicken" omixuxwa
< OXuxwa "fowl"
omuhauto "large motor-car" omihauto !
< ehauto “motor-car" | %
omunguTu - "dilapidated house" omingulu hz
< ongulu (9) "house" |
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| 82, |
. 2.1.7 Noun Class 4 :
|
| ;
; . ?g
2.1.7.1 r... Jlogy of the prefix : §'
‘ Initial vowel : /o-/ | o !
Basic prefix : /mi- ~ my-/ N o

(1) The variant /omy-/ occurs with a few‘stems commencing in the

front non-high vowels /e,a/:

A W LI RS € I EERR
e e A e et o e i

omy-enge ~Eomjegge31/ "sweet reed" pl. omw-enge (3)

omy-enyo Comjefio3 "Tives, souls" omW~enyo

omy-andi Eomjagﬁin "sp. of tree® omw-and1i

_The stem vowel does not undergo lengthening in these cases,‘

(see also Appendix 1).

: (2) ‘The allomorph /omi-/ occurs with all vowel communcing stems

§ other t+=1 those specified above.  The phonetic rule of glide

s S |

¢ formation and vowel lengthening operates (see 1.3.8).

/omi=/ also precedes all consonant commencing stems (see 2.1.6).

b3 1/ See footnote 1, p. 30 and Appendix 1. O
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i
Examples of Jomi-/ with yowel commencing stems (only stems z
‘ , !
conmencing in the vowels /a, 0, u/ have been noted, but it v
is possible that others do occur, see class | (2.1:2)). b
omia1a1/ comja:fal "hreastbones" sg. omuala (3) %
=omyaala= E
omionde  comjoipdo:  "camel thorn trees"  omuonde | §
=omyoonde= %
omioyo  romjo:jol "seam, rib" - omuayo :
=0my00Yy0= ! i
: omiutu ‘comju:iul "thick bush area" omuulu
o : | =omyuulu=
v , myuul ‘ |
‘ omiuni 'Eomjuzni] wild orange trees" omuuni
o ‘ | ~ =omyuuni=
2.1.7.2  Number
} , | Class 4 nouns are mostly p1ura1 in number with correlative f
; singulars in class 3. 1
9.1.7.3  Significance ?
Nouns of class 4 have the same significances as the correlative
4 singulars (see 2.1.6.3). ﬂ
|
; 2.1.8 Noun Class 5 :
2.1.8.1 Morpholégy of the prefix |
| ' |
| | | S Initial vowel: /Je=/ ‘ L ‘ o
Basic prefix & ]9-/ i
1/ See footnote 1, p. 30 and Appendix i | : f
{
f:t )
. : - -
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The prefix /e@-/ occurs with all stems: ﬁ
e~di "beeswax". pl. oma-di (6) = . i
e-fo  "leaf" | oma~fo | ; o
e-i "egq" oma-i |
‘e-nyangWa "pumpkin" oma-nyangwa . |
e-umbo "homes tead" ' oma-umbo ;
e-kondobolo "cock" ~ oma-kondoboTo i
g
2.1.8.2  Number §
Class 5 nouns are mostly singular in number with correlative :
plurals in class 6.  There are also a few neutral nouns in class 5:
efudi ~ "froth on milk"
etondo "hatred" < ~-tond-a  hate" | | | .
- 2.1.8.3  Significance
Class 5 contains miscellaneous impersonal nouns and a few
personal nouns, anacomical terms and names of animals and also botanical
terms (especially those of edible plants). A few nouns of this class
which are derived from cther classes by substitution of the noun : : o
R \ ‘ g
prefix may have a pejorative and/or augmentative significance. I
(1) Anatomical terms | o ‘ ' 2o
eisho | "eye" - pl. omesho '/ (6) | o %
: = omaisho S o | %
w " | i
eke ~ "hand" omake g o
ekasha | M paw" " omakasha f‘ 5:
ekipa "bone" B omakipa -
1/ See 2.1.9.1 for allamorphy. § ‘




e

ekofi

ekolo

, ekoto

elakusha
apunga

evava

Animal names

embungu
ekundukima
elimalima
efona

éuta

exuvi
etotongwe

engo

Mnape" ‘p1.

u]apn
"navel"

llg.i 'I 'l "

u]ungn

“wing"

"hyena"

"baboon"

"sp. of bat"
“;astrated goat"

"ouff-adder”

o ow'] H

"cheetah"

"sp. of beetle"

Botanical terms

edo
ekunde
enuwa

epungu

(] bean“

"water-melon"

"maize"

Miscellaneous personal nouns

elenga
elai
epibi

ekeka

"headman"
oo

"age mate"

"craftsman“

omakofi (6)
omakolo
omakoto
omalakusha
omapunga

omavava

p1.omambungu (6)

omakunduk ima
omalimalima
omafona
ocmauta
omaxuvi
omatotongwe

omango

Ysp. of water~1f1y“ pl. omado (6)

omakunde
omanuwa

omapungu

‘p1f ofialenga (6)

omalai
omapipi

omakeka

45,
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Miscellaneous impersonal nouns

edi "beeswax" pl. omadi (6)
edu "soil, country" omadu
ei ‘ “eggﬁ‘ omai
atango “sun, noon" omatango
eumbo ~ "homestead" omaumbo
elaka “tongue, language" omalaka
elila "road, path" omalila
epata women's enclosure in omapata
‘ homes tead"

eonga ;"aésegai, spear" omaonga
Augmentatives and Pejoratives
enhu | "1arge; useless person pl. omanhu (6)
< omunhu (1) "person“
eti "block of wood" omati

< omuti (3) "tree"
epofi 7‘ "stupid blind person” omapofi

< omupofi(1) "blind person"
ekuti "large arrow" omakuti

< OShikutﬁ‘(7) "arrou"
ekwena  "Tair, den" omakwena

< omukwena (3) "hole"

46.
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These two cases may be attributable to a process of vowel

coalescence which no Tonger operates productively in the language:

omesho : ct. omaisho

omeva < * /oma-iva/
The stems /=isho/ and /-iva/ both still exist.
(2) /oma-/ occurs in all other cases.
/oma-isho/ 1s a free alternative to /ome-sho/.
2,1.9.2  Number
- Class 6 nouns are mainly plural with zorrelative singulars in
classes 5, 11, 12, 14 and 15 (see 2{1.8, 2.1.15, 2.1.17, 2,1.18).  Many

class 6 nouns are neutral in number (see 2.1.9.3),

1/ These stems each have two allomorphs, viz., /=isho ~ *sho/ and
/=iva ~ -va/.  The second allomorph occurs with class 6 prefix
/ome=-/, and the first allomorph occurs elsewhere, |

2/ There is no apparent difference in meaning between the two forms.

47.
2.1.9  Noun Class 6

2.1.9.1  Morphology of the prefix
Initial vowel: Jo=/
Basic prefix : /ma- ~ me=/

(1) Jome=/ occurs with the stems /=~sho/ and /-va/:
ome-sho!/ = omaishoazl "eyes" sg. eisho (5) | ;
ome-va'/ "water" cf. owiva (14) "a 1ittle water" E
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2.1.9.3 Significance % ;#
P]uraT nouhs of class 6 have the same significance as their ,z ‘
correlative singulars. Neutral nouns in this class include terms for %
coT]ectives and mass quantitieé of substances, ahd for’abstract concepts. ;
m Mass quantities ,§
omaadi "fat" ‘f !
omakaadi meat fat" %
i
omashini "milk" |
omashikwa "buttermilk"
omeva "water"
omalodu "beer"
omaofi "thick mi1k"
omanngo "marula wine" ‘
oma te ﬁSa1iva" i
omaxu “urine" | ‘i“
(2) Abstract concepts ; 'w
omashindo "vexation” f‘ i
‘omahopaelela "imitation" |
omakeko "fear! 2
omaxwilili "horror" ‘
K
1 .
5 |
s }
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2.7.10 Noun Class 7

2.1,10.1 Morphology of the prefix

Initial vowel : /Jo=/

Basic prefix : /shi- . sh-/

The variant /osh=/ occurs with a few stems commencing in the

front vowels /e,a/:

osh-edi rofedia’/  ichip pl. oy-edi Cojedil  (8)
osh-ana EOEaQaJ “riVer—bed” oy-ana onaga]
‘osh-ama Eo§amao§ang Mlower-jaw" oy-ama Cojama3
osh-ahga Eo§agga3 "heat of sun" -

- /oshi-/ occurs in a11‘other cases. When /oshi~/ precedes vowel |

commencing stems other than‘thosé specified abovey the phonetic
realization rule 6f gTide‘fofmation and vowel lengthening occurs,
followed by de1et{on‘of the glide as sequence structure conditions

do hbt permit palatal consonants to be fo11owed by the high glide /y/z/:‘

1/

oshi=imbo Eogi:mbOJ "éong" ~pl. oi=imbo Loji:mbol (8)
 oshi=inda 'Eb?i:qgaj "palm-leaf mat"! ~oi-inda Coji:pdaa
7 OShijehdd ‘ EO%equoz , “jdurney" oi~endo toje:g%on
=osheendo= | ‘ '

oshi-ongela 'Coéozggefaj "gallantry" oi-ongela tojo:ngefas

=0shoorigela=

1/ See fdotnote T, p. 30 and Appendix 1.

2/ see 1.3.8 for a full discussion of the problem,
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oshi-udifilo rofu:dififol "pulpit"  Pl.  of-udifilo toju:dififol °

=oshuudifilo=

oshi-unda Eoéuzggaj "cattle enclosure" oi-unda onu:nﬁaj‘

(No stems commencing in the vowel /a/ have yet been recorded with

prefix /oshi-/, but it is possible that they do oceur.)
2.1.10.2  Number

| Class 7 nouns are mostly singular with‘corresponding plurals
in class 8 (see 2.1.10.3). A few nouns in this class, including all

“names of languages, are neutral:

oshifima "millet porridge"

oshidudu . '"speed" |

oshiyeele "mockery"
‘oshi1undo‘ . "quickness"

oshikandela "mixthe of sour and fresh milk"

2.1.10.3 Significance

Class 7 contains all names of languages, several animal names,

and miscellaneous personal and impersonal nouns.

(1)‘, - Language names | |
Oshikwanyama ~ "Kwanyama language"
‘Oshfshimba ~ "Herero language"
Oshindonga “"Ndonga language"
Oshinama ” "Nama Tanguage"
Oshingadjela M"Ngandjera language"
‘Oshindowishi | "German 1anguagé“
Oshiihgi1isha - "English Tanguage"
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Animal names

oshikombo
oshinaulu
osnihepepe
oshihaué
oshinyeﬁge]e

oshinghili

Personal nouns

oshingudu

oshimhumba

oshiveli

"goat"
“domestic pig"
"he~goat"
"young ox"
"Tizard"

"bush Touse"

"eripple"

“fipst-born child"

~oshikwanambwiyu "twin"

Impersonal nouns

~oshikangwa

oshikunino
oshikuti
oshivanda
oshimwati
oshihauto

nshilanda

oshilonga

oshihati

oshipa1a

“potshérds“

"garden"

"arrow"

"antheap"

i Y“Odll
"motor=-car”

“beadsﬁ |

"work, affair'

i reedll

i face”

' ‘"sister's child"

»

pi. oikombo (8)

oingulu

oihepepe

oihove
oinyengele

oinghili

oingudu (8)
oimhumba
oiveli

oikwanambwiyu

oikangwa = (8)
oikunino
oikuti
oivanda
oimwati
othauto -
oilanda
oilonga
orhati

oipala

51.
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52.
2.1.11  Noun Class 8
| |
2.1.11.1 Morphology of the prefix , ‘
Initial vowel : /o-/ :
Basic prefix : /[fi- ~ y-/ ;
(M- ~The variant /oy-/ occurs only with a few stems commencing %
in the front vowels /e,a/,(see 2.1.10.1). :
(2) /oi-/ occurs with all other stems, for examples, see 2.1.10.1.

When this prefix precedes vowel commencing stems, the phonetic realization

~ process of'g]idé formation and vcwel lengthening takes p1ace; see 1.3.8..

2.1.11.2 Number

Class € nouns are mainly plural, and their correlative
ﬁingu]ars are in class 7 (see 2.1.10.3). A number of class 8 nouns

are neutral:

,;'f' i
oilya "sorghum" §

‘oiﬁi "weapons" o § ]

oipindi ~ "trade" \ § 3
oihelele "untrustworthiness" :u
‘01konene E "revenge" - é
oixuna - "trouble" 3

2.1.01.3 ‘Significancé‘ | , | o i |
Plural nouns in class 8 have the same significance as the -
correlative singulars, and neutral nouns include co11ectivés and terms j;
for abstract concepts, see above. . | : SR
%

- S PO i
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2,1.12  Noun Class 9

: | e

2.1.12.1 Morphology of the prefix

t Initial vowel: /o-/ | | | .

: Basiz prefix : /N-/ | ‘ |

] The basic prefix of class 9 is a non-syllabic nasal which o N

3.' | ' 7

i is subject to Rule 1 of nasal assimilation (1.3.1), before stems y

gt ( ‘ ‘ ,

% commencing in voiceless stops’and voiced continuants (see (1) and (2) ;

Kg | - below). The prefix is deleted in other cases (sée (3) below). :

’ (N When this prefiX—OCCUFS before stems commenc¢ing in an

: underiying voiceless stop, the phonological process of stop

N , = | ‘ :

i deletion and nasal devoicing takes place (see 1.3.3):

f , omhepo ‘ Comepo3 wind, spirit" pl. eemhepo  (10-9)

{ :‘ ‘ ‘ o < [/-pep-a/ "blow"

. omhundja Eogun¢5 a3 "steenbok" eémhundja {

t - ¢f. /oka-pundja/ (12) "small steenbok” | | E

SR ‘ . o | . . | i

f Ll | ~omhatela  ropatefal "traditional headdress" eemhatela | |

1 < [/-patel-a/  "dress the hair" | % Q

g i onhana  Cogapal  ‘"calf" eenhana § .|

i‘ ' o | T cf. /oka-tana/ (12) "small calf" g %

| onghwiyu Conwijul  "fig fruit'  eenghwiyu : |

’ $ | §

cf. Jomu-kwiyu/(3) "fig tree" 1 |

o g (2) If the nasal precedes stems commencing in a voiced non-nasal - f

; continuant, stop formation takes place (see 1.3.2).. ' ‘

A - |

!t - :

I \
B
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54, !
ombadje Eomba¢3 el "jackal" rpi. eembadje‘(]0—9) i
cf. /okavands e/ (12) “small jackal® :
ombe Combel "Fruit of bird plum"  eembe %
cf. /omu-ve/ (3) "bird-plum tree" %
ondado  condadol "trade" --- ;
< /-Tand-a/ oy
ondunga  Condungas "palm-apple fruit" eendunga ?
cf. /omu-Tunga/ (3) "fan palm tree" | !
ondjabi Londs abil "payment" eendjabi % ;
< /=yamb-a/ give! | f
The nasal préfix is deleted before all other consonants. :

~ofino /om-fino/  “gemsbuck" pl. eefino  (10-9)

- ofeleisho Meyabrow" eefeleisho ‘
oskola "school" eeskola ﬁ
oshima "turtle" eeshima
oshokoto Mwhip! eashokoto : f

 ohaniba "chief" eehamba ;
oho]ohgo "kudu" eeholongo. ‘;
oxumba “hartebees" “eexunba g
oot Tthick miTk! |
odi "Fly" eedi %
odimbo "stick" ~eedimbo g
odula "rain" S ' ’
odjulifi "onging" : 1
omenye “spfingbok“ eemenye ; %
omwe “mosquito" eemwe 3 :
oneka "enamel mug" geneka f
onyamanyéma "antbear" eenyamanyama j
ona Mouse! eena :
ongadﬁ "¢rocodite" “eengadu :
:
| i
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2.1.12.2

Number

55,

Class 9 nouns are mostly singular with correlative p1uraﬁs in

class 10-9.  Several class 9 nouns are néutra1:

2.1.12.3

ondjala

ondjawi

~omhindangolo

ondado

Significance

"hunger"

"water in which grain is soaked"

"knock knees"

"trade"

Class 9 contains many names of animals and fruits, as well

as a great number of miscellaneous personal and impersonal nouns.

(1)

Animal names

odi
odila
ombwa

omhuku

ondje

onhoka
ondjabameva
onghambe

ongwe

~omhanda

ongolo

:0nghima

onghala

ondjela

ohghili

"shéep“

"large bird"
g

"mouse"
"scorpion”
"mamba"

*hi ppopotamus"

"horse"

"Jeopard"

"vhinoceros"
zebra'

"monkey"

"mengoose"

"squirrel"

"tortoise"

ol. eedi (10-9)
(gen.) eedila
eembwa
eemhuku
eendje
eenhoka
eendjabameva
eenhghambe
: eengwe
eenhanda
eengolo
~eenghima
eenghala
eendjela

eenghili

H N

e e
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Nammes of fruits

ombe

ondunga

onghwiyu

ongeshwa

ongongo

"bird plum" : pl.
"pa1m-app1e" |
“fig"

"edible bulb"

"fruit of omuongo"

Miscellaneous personal nouns

onghwate
ondudu
omhote

ombuvi

“onhondoki

onhoni

“prisoner" pl.
"diviner"
"good-for nothing"

"chain-smoker"

. llru’nneru

"one who has killed
an enemy in wan"

Miscellaneous impersonal nouns

odimbo
ombiya
ombungu |
omhya
odindo

ofingo

- omhafu

omhando

omhako

‘omhindo

omhele

"stici" o pl.

"cooking-pot" 

‘"Y'eEd"

"chalk"

"swelling”

neck"

Yeyelash"

"ankle"
“beer‘strainer"
"calabash water scoop”

"knife"b

56.

eembe (10-9)
eendunga
eenghwiyu
eengeshwa‘

eengongo

eenghwate (10-9)
eendudu

‘eemhote

eembuyi
eenhondoki

eenhoni

eedimbo (10-9)
eenbiya
eeinbungu
eemhya

eedindo

~eefingo

eemhafu

eemhando

eemhako

eéemhindo

eembele
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57. :
2.1.13 Noun Class 10 v | %
‘ 1
2.1.13.1 Morphology of the prefix %
99 :
‘ | )
Initial vowel : /fe-/ ;
Basic prefix : /e-/ ﬁ'
: ’ %
, ‘ ~ i
“This profix is superimposed as a plural prefix to the g
prefixes of class 3 (2.1.6) and class 9 (2.1.12). The class 10 § |
pref{x does not occur on its own in Kwanyama. % -f
; X!
2.1.14  Noun Class 10-9 | | | o
2.1.14.1 Morphology of the prefix.
Initial vowel : /Je-/
Basic prefix ¢ /e-/ (class 10)  +  /N-/ (class 9) ‘
The noun prefix /eeN-/ of class 10-9 is a composite préfix consistjhg %
: !
of the basic prefix of class 10 /e-/ superimposed on the class 9 i
‘brefix]/i }PhonologicaT processes associated with the class 10-9
prefix are identical with those of class 9 (see 2.1.12.1) |
2.1.14.2 Number | e | | B s
‘ Class 10-0 nouns are mainly plural with correlative singulars ﬁ
in classes 9, 11 and 3 (see 2.1.24 2.1.15 and 2.1.6). A few class
10-9 nouns are neutral in number: | ' 1
e " !
1/ Cole (1967). x
i
d ;
v
g :
B ;
i
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eemhandu
eemhata
'eemhawe‘
eememo

eendima

eenghono

eemhwengu

eemhofi

2.1.14.3 Significance

terms for abstract concepts; see above.

2.1.15 Noun Class 11

2.1.15.1 Morphology of the prefix

Initial vowel : o=/

Basic p?efix  i /Tu= w Tw=/

the front voliaTs /ise,a/:

olw=1shi
olw=iyo
olw-enya

-olw=ani

Cofwani:

58.
"handclapping"
"argument"
hail"
“sharpness"
"cultivation"
"strength"
"madness"
"s]eep"

Class 10-9 nouns have the same significances as their
'corre1ative singulars; for examples, see 2,1.125 2.1.15 a'w 2.1.6.
Class 10-9 also contains a few miscellaneous impersonal nouns and

The alTomorph /olw=/ occurs with a few stems commencing 1in

tolwi¥ia "rice" pl. omalwishi (6=11)
tolwijoa "earthenware pot" omalwiyo |
Lofwefal "feather" omaTwenya

"fermentation® S mea
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; No lengthening of the stem vowel takes place in these cases. | ;
/olu=/ occurs‘with all other vowel and consonant commencing stems. %
There is catenation of vowels with /u/ commencing stems, and in the - %
case of other vowel commencing stems, the rule of glide formatiOn énd g
vowe1 lengthening operates (see 1.3.8)§ | %
olu-imbo'/  colwi:mbo3 "song"  pl. omaluimbo (6-11)
=olwi inbo= *
rolu-ikilidi Eofwi:kiiigij '"fémi1iar1ty" “e %
“ solwiikilidi=
olu-endo tofWe:ngn " journey" omaluendo | ﬁ
X =0Tweendo= }
olu-amhati cofwaimatil "side" omaluamhati |
=0lwaamhati= | |
olu-odi Eofwofgij "battle" omaluodi
éo}wqodi: | ‘, |
o1u—ondje Eoﬁwo:n¢3 el "walking-stick" omaluondie ,
=glwoondje= %
oTu-uli rofu:fia "wooden bit of omaluuli |
o | harness"
olu-unbo Ebfu:mboa "round of oma Tuumbo
ammunition”
§ j{
1/ See footnote 1, p. 30 and Appendix 1.
i
o . e N "*~“54.-a§
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/olu-/ with consonant commencing stems:

60.

~olusheno "e]ectric\]ight/currént" = %
o1unguto "spoon" pl. omalunguto (6-11) | %
’ \ \ i
oTumbungu "reed" omalumbngu .
oluhoni "grass" eehoni (10-9) g
~ omaluhoni (6-11) %
olukaku ‘'shoe" eenghaku (10-9) . |
2.1.15.2 Number
Nouns of class 11 are mainly singular with correlative ' | | |
“plurals in classes 10-9 or 6-11. t
Several class 11 nouns are neutral in number: ;
. , ;
oluvandje “whey"
olundibo "beads used in omupitakano necklace" |
olumboloTo “type of porridge” }
. | } j
oluhodi "sadness" |
olungu . "chaff"
2.1.15.3 Significance ‘
, | | S |
Class 11 contains terms for abstract concepts, several anatomical G
terms, and other miscellaneous jmpersonal nouns. 0 :
: %
(1) Anatomical terms ‘
olududi "body hair! pls omalududj (6=11)
olutu "hody" : omaluty |
oluwewe "fontanelle" oma Tuwewe pi
olunyala Clnaily claw' eenyala (10-.9) : ;
olupati "rib" | eemhati | ‘
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- 2.1.76

2.1.16.1

oTuhamama " jaw" pt.
otufipa "sinew"
olupanda "cheek”

113

Abstract concepts

eemhamama (10-9)
eefipa
eemhanda (10-9)

oma]upanda (6-11)

olupe "appearance"
olukakelo "tendency to be dirty"
olungoneno wiendency to be weak or thin"

olushekunino

Miscellaneous impersonal nouns

olupanda "£loor"
oluvala "colour"
olukoolo pake"
olupale ‘ "courtyard"
olukala "nassage"
- olufindo | "ladle"
olutala | "bed"
olungano "folktale"
olungodo | ~ “eoppur énk1é ring"

Noun Class 12

Morphology of the prefix -

Initial vowel ¢ /o-/,

Basic prefix ¢ /ka-/

"tendency to miss easily in shooting"

p1.roma1Upanda (6-11)
oma1uvala
Omaldkoo1o
omalupale
omalukala
omalufindo
omalutala
eengano (10-9)

eengodo
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The class 12 noun prefix may be used in secondary function'’

2.1.16.2 Derivation of nouns from other classes

62.
' /0ka4/‘occurs with all stems:

éka-anda "grain basket" pl. oma-anda {6)
oka;ongé | "javelin" oma-onga &
oka~ulu "small bone" oma-ulu
oka~uta; "stringed instrument" ou-uta (14)
\ | (Tit. "small bow") C -
oka-tana "young calf" ou-tana
oka-shandje ‘"finger piano" ou*shandje
oka-mbishi "cat" ou-mbishi
oké-kungungu ‘?sma11 work party" ou=-kungungu

1

to derive nouns from other classes by the substitution for, or .

superimposition on the primary-function class prefix.

(The

correlative

" plural prefixes have the same secondary function as class 12.)

(1) /oka=/ is superimposed on the primary-function prefix, of

class 3 .and of some class 9 nouns{which occur‘without initial vowel):

R e

oka-mw-isha (12-3
< omw=-isha (3
oka-mu-ti (12-3
< omu-ti (3
oka-muépini‘ (12-3
< omu-pini (3
oka-mu=-konda {12-3

< omu-konda (3

Vsmall meal"

‘“meai"

"sma]T tree"

" tpee"

"small handle"
"hand1e"

- "small knife"

"knife"

'p1:

ou=mu=ti
ou=mu=pini

.ou-mU*kondé

T M SO

1/ Fortune (1955).

AT R

ou-mw-isha (14-3)
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oka-mu-ndito (12-3) "small fire" | ool ou-mu-ndila (14-3)

< omundilo "Fire!

e BT B s

i oka-ndunga  (12-9) “sma11lpa1m apple" ou-ndunga {14-9)

§ 1 <‘ ondunga (9). "palm apple" - cf. omu-Tunga (3)

; oka-ndjaba  (12-9) "small elephant" ou-ndjaba (1479)
P < ondjaba  (9) "elephant" ' '
31 | oka-mhadi  (12-9) "small foot! ou-mhadi  (14-9)
A  < omhadi (9) "foot" -

e T §

- (2) /oka-/ 1is 5ubstitutéd‘for the primary-function prefix of

other classes (including some class 9 noUns)g

}&M 5, : | , oka-vandje‘k E | "small jackal" . pl. ou-vandje (14)

< ombédje (9 - "jackal®

4

N ER R at

oka-tana Ysmall calf" " ou=tana

I | ‘ < onhana (9 "calf"

oka-kombo (12 "small goat, kid" -~ ou=korbo

L < oshi-kambo (7
12 "small leaf" ‘ ou-fo

)

)

) - "goat"
oka-fo (12)
)

< e-fo (5 "Teaf"

R Y R Pl S ~ ST = 8 N G (W Tt R

o = ‘oka~lengwena | "sub-headman" - ou=Tengwena
| /oka ~ Teng - wena/ includes the dimunitive suffix /=wena/

< e=lenga (5) ‘."headman“

e B 4= Sl — s, 1 e

B 2.1.76.3 Numbey

i
% i Class 12 nouns are mostly singular in number with correlative :

g : plurals in class 14. A few class 12 nouns have theirvp1ura7s in class 6 ﬁ[

I

: |
|
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A Few nouns are neutral in number:

okayambu "quickness"

okakoko | "eye disease"

2.1.16.4 Significance

Class 12 (where the prefix is in primary function) contains
everd] terms for animals, insects and birds, and also many

miscellaneous personal and impersonal nouns.

Nouns defiVed from other classes by the‘secondary funCtion

of /oka-/ have a diminutive significance. Derived nouns indicating

“animals or persons may signify young, immature, small size, or lesser

status (in the case of persons). = For examples of dimunitives see

2.1i16.2‘abova.'

(1) Animal names

okafifi ~ "sp. of bird" pl. oufifi (14)
okanikifa "hedgehog" | ounikifa
okéfi]@ngohyo Ysp, of small beetle" oufilengonyo
okandi1i14 "sp. of bat" ~ oundilili
okapuka | "insec u" (gen.) ounuka
okapundja | Msmall steenbok" oupuhdja

“(2) Miscellaneous personal and 1mpﬂrsona1 nouns
okaana  "child" pl. ounona '/ (fQ)
okadina "hamesake” o oudina
okakadona | "maiden" ‘ ; oukadona

1/ This stem has two a110morphs /=ana ~ —nOna/ which accur W1th the
pref1xes of classes 12 and 14 respectively.
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;
\ okahahana "small baby“ pl. ouhanana (14) , | ﬁ' i
, | | | e :
B , okalinga “finger ring" oulinga ; L
%f‘ g ' okambale "sm§11 basket" . -~ oumbale ‘ %j : ?
% okaanda "grain basket" omaanda (6) | }‘ :
%_ okasholopati "lower rib" ousholopati g
i, i , okani "pestle" ount ! i
¥ ‘ i :
IR okanipula "fish hook" ounipula il
2 | | :
z - 2.1.17 Noun Class 14 §
: 2.1.17.1 Morpho]oqy of the prefix
Initial vowel /o-/ , RS ‘ ‘?
Basic prefix DU o~ W=/
g 8 (]) The allomorph /ow~/«with underlying glide occurs with some
§ | stems commencing in the front vowels /i,e,a/:
:t" » - e g 5
é i ow=-1va Eowiva31’ "a little water" cf. omeva (6) ‘“water"
i ‘ow—engo Cowengo1 "nicotine 1iquid“i pl. omawengo (6-14) i
i : - ,‘ ' T :
P . ow-ato EOWaEOJ "bark canoe" | omawato (5-14) i )
%‘\ The stem vowel does,nbt undergc lengthening. %
- | | | B
A P C(2) ~ The prefix /ou-/ occurs with all vowel commencing stems,1/ ?
}3‘ : | and with all consonant commencing stems. The phonetic realization rule i
R i L o i \ i
: . , : ‘ ‘ :
i 1/ See footrote 1, p.30. S ‘ \ ' S
]
ﬁ%
b : §
= ;
% :
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66l
of glide formation and vowel 1engthening operates with vowel
comnencing stem (see 1.3.8) (only stems commencing in /i,e/ have
been recorded, but others may possibly occur}):
Examples of /ou=/ with vowel commencing stems
ou-i. - Cowi:d "evil" pl. omaui Comawi:3 (5-14)
=owWii=
ou=-inga Cowi:ngal  "poverty" -
=owiingas o |
oqfenda cowe:anJ "journey" omauendacomawezngqj

2.1.17.2

=oweenda=

Examples of /ou=/ with consonant commencing stems

ou-dio “poison” pl. omaudio (6-14)
yqu-nyenye "sweetness" -

ou-Tadi "courage” R —

Number

Class 14 conta1ns a few S1ngu1ar nouns with correlative plurals

in class 6- 14, and a]so p1ura1 nouns whose correlat1ve singulars are in

class 12, see 2.1. 16 Many neutra] nouns 7nc1ud1ng terms for abstract

~concepts and co11ect1ves also occur in th1s class.

2.1.17.3 Concordial agreement of class 14

- Singular and neutral nouns of class 14.govern class 14

concordial agreements.  Plural nouns with a class 14 noun prefix

have concordial agreements of ciass 2 in all cases which in effect

I
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67.

means that these nouns are a sub-class of class 2. These plurals
are. designated Séparately in the various tables a3 'cla 14 pl.t
although théy are identical with those of class 2, ~Singular and

neutral noun agreemenis are 'cl, T4 sg.':

Singular/neutral |
outadi  wange [wa=/ "my courage“r
oudjuu  aushe [u=/ ~“all the difficulty”

Oudjuu otaukakala urene Ju-/ "The difficulty will be great"

Plural |
ounona vange /va-/ "my children"
ounona aveshe - [ve=/ "all the ¢hi1dren“

Ounona otavadjala /va=/ "The children ake dressing"

2.1.17.4 Significance

‘Class 14 contains terms for abstract concepts, collectives,

and a few miscellaneous impersonal nouns. The class 14 prefix also

occurs as a secondary-function prefix in the derivation of diminutives.
from other classes where it is the plural of class 12 forms

(see 2.1.16).

(1) Abstracfucdncepts and cO]]eEtive%terms
outalala ‘ cold weather"
oufiye "sadness"

oufiona ~ “poverty"
oukaume "friendship"
~oukukutu st st
oufila - grain’
Coufiku "night"
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oululu | "bitterness”
ouTungu | | “thievery"
oudu | "sickness" pl. omaudu (6-14)
(2) Miscellaneous impersonal nouns
outa |  "how" | pl. omauta (6-14)
ouhamba | "natace" & omauhamba
owato ~ "canoe" - omawato
2.1.18 Noun Class 15
2.1.18.1 Morphology of the prefix
Initial vowel : /o-/
Basic prefix ¢ /Ku= ~ kw=-/
(1) The allomorph /okw-/ occurs pn]y with one sﬁan.commencing

ih the front non-high vowel:

okw~ehye1/ | "dry season” pl. oma-kw-enye (6¥15)

(2) Joku-/ occurs with all other vowel and consonant commencing

stems. The phonetic rule of glide formation and vowel 1engtheh1ng
operates when stems commence in vowels other than /u / in which case

there is simple catenation of vowels (see 1.3.8):

1/ See footnote 1, p. 30 ~nd Appendix 1.
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2.1.18.2

2.1.18.3

oku-ingid

1/

=okwiingida=
okﬁ-ima
=okwiima=
oku-efa
=okvieefa=

oku-ehela

- =okweehela=

oku~amena

=okwaamena=

~oku-anya

=pkwaanya=
oku-ona
=okwoona=

oku—ondoka

=okwoondoka="

oku-uda

oku~umba

Number

S, hificance

Class 15 contains all positive and negative verbal infinitives,

Cokwi:pdidal

Cokwiimal

rokwe:fal

Cokwe:helal

‘50kWa:hega3
Cokwa:fa3l

' EOkWoinaj

Cukwoindokal
na

coku:Qaj

Coku:imbal

i tO‘

u +o

it .to

" to

1} tO

" tO

"to

Ii‘to

‘ Mg
g

shout"

bear fruit"
allow"
beseech"
brotebt"
refuse”
growl, shore“
become fatﬁ

hear"

shoot"

- Class 15 nouns are mainly neutral in number, but thére

also a few singular nouns with corresponding plurals in class .

and also a few anatomical terms and names of seasons !

69.

1/ See footnote T, p.30 and Appendix 1.
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i
(1) " Anatomical terms :
okutwi B Neap! pl. omakutwi (6-15) ; | :
okuoko g omaoko (6). | ;, |
okuu]u "leg" omaulu (6) i ﬂ
okulombo “réiny seaSOn‘(December - Agri1) % ‘
okufu "winter" (May - August) | j
okwenye "dry season" (September ~ December)
: : : i
(2) Verbal Infihitives (all neutral) i |
okutunga - ”td construct, sew" |
okdko1o1a | “to cough" !
okupindika ;, "“to barter" f
okutaafina Mo chew” %
- okutanguna "to scold" %
okulya "to eat" b %
okulwa "ti fight“ %
okulonga "o Wobk"
‘okuekama "to open the mouth"
okualuka “to return’ f
b :
| ? i
| e 1.19 Locatives : Noun Classes 16, 17 and 18
Prefixes of classes 16, 17 and 18 indicate location at, or | g
“in, or motion to, into or from something of someoiie. : ‘,é
| |
There are no locative stems as such, but most substantives !
(nouns, absolute pronouns, demonstratives, independent qual"iﬁcrati\yes) fg‘
may occur as locative bases. | o | ’
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7.

2.1.19.1 Morphological structure of locative prefixes

The vowel of the locetive prefix is deleted when it precedes

noun prefixes that have an initial vowel, but the locative prefix

vowé])is not daleted before consonant commenzing bases, or before vowe1
commencing absolute pronouns and demonstratives, The phonetic

redlization ru]e of glide formation and vowel lengthening operates at

the boundar1es of Tocative prefix and these 1atter vowel commencing bases:

komuti /ku -0 - mu-ti/ "to the tree"
| cf okamuti /o-ka-mu-ti/ "vma11 tree"
(the initial vowel of the noun Eref is deleted, and the vowel of

pref1x /ka / is reta1ned)

kuove ~ Ckwo:vel '"to you".

(prefix vowel is retained with glide formeﬁion and Tengthening)

kutate /ku-tate/ “to my father"

(consonant commencing base).

2.1.19.2 Grammatical agreement of locative classes

- Locatives govern a set of grammatical agreements as do other
noun classes; locatives do not function ac objects in a sentence, |
therefore therz are no object prefixes for these‘c1asses. There are no

possessive concords for these classes either.

2.1.20 - Noun Class 16

- 2.1.20.1 Prefix /pu=/

In Kwanyama (as also in Ndonga and Kwambi), the prefix vowe]

- for class 16 is /u/, unlike most other Bantu languages where the
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prefix vowel is /a/. The vowel /a/ appears in the grammatical j
g agreement concords.
/pu-/ 1is prefixed to all bases, with deletion of the prefix vowe]l
before the initial vowel of nouy bases; before other vowel commencing
bases vowel lengthening and glide formation takes place.
L (1) Noun base f
pu-tate L "near father" ?
< tate {la) "father" ;
% pu-kaume "nearby the friend"
| ~ < kaume (1a) “friend"
. pu-Hainghono "to Hainghono"
‘ﬁ,,, | J,) o < Hainghono (7a)
X p-omuti < /pu-omuti/ "at the tree"
i < omuti (3) "trae" |
p-omukulunhu < /pu-omukulunhu/ "with the big person”
i ; . . .
[ g . < omukulunhu (1) "“big person” | oy
i (2) Possessive base
pu-yaye "at his (home)"
< yaye |
‘ (3) Absolute pr'onoun‘ base
g‘ - { puame cpwa;mej & Epﬁ‘a:m631/ "with (at) me"
< ame (st person singular)
o 1/ See footnote 1, p- 30 and Appendix 1.
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2.1.20.2

puove Cpwoivel "with (at) you"
< -ove (an person singular)

pufye ‘ "with us"”
< fye  (1st person plural)

puvo | "with (at) them"

< vo (class 2)

Demonstrative base

puai  Cpwa:¥1 = [ppa:iz  (9) Yat this (side)"1/»
< /a‘~’ei/ (1st pasition)

puao  Cpwa:ol ~(9) "at that (side)"
< /ad:.bo/ (9) (2nd position)

puaenya Cpwaiefial "at these (dams )"

< Jaenya ~ enya/ (16) (3rd position)
Number

Class 16 nouns are‘neutra1‘in number,

2.1.20.3 Significance

Class 16 indicates lTocation, action or motion 'at, near,

nearby, to, from, on' the object denoted by the locative base:

pefimbo elq ~"at that time"
ponghele ‘ "at thati place"
pomeva o "at the water"

Oikuni 011 pediko "The Wood is cn the hearth"

Eedi otadiuya petemba  "The sheep come to (near) the trough"

Okwafiila omate pedu "He spat on the ground"

Vo ovafikama pombinga ei "They are standing on this side"

1/ See 2.3.2 for a description of the demonstrative allomorphs.
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2.1.21 Noun Class 17

2.1.21.1 Prefix /ku-/

Jku=/ is pbeffxad to all bases; the vowel of the prefix is deleted
before vowel commencing nouns; before other vowel-commencing bases,

g1idefbfmation and vowel lengthening take place. .
(1) Noun base

ku-tate “to mytfather"
< tate (la) "father"
ku-Elia ‘ "to ET11a"
< Elia (Ta)

k-omatemba - "to the water troughs"

< omatemba (6) "water troughs
k=ovanhu | "towards the people"
< ovanhu (2) ~ "people"
k=cmbelewa Mo the of%ice"
< ombe Tewa (9)" "office" |

k-omatango Mat midday"

< omatango (6)  "noon, suns"

(2) Indepandent qualificative (Possessfve) base
ku=yetu "towards our (office)"
; | o < yetu ‘(p0S56557VE) |
kuletu | "to our (homestead)"
< Jetu | |

kufye 4o us"

< fye "us"
kuove Ckwoivel "to you"(sg.)
< ove | "you"

CoRT R ETE
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E (3) Absolute pronoun base §
%' ku-ame  Ckwaime1'/ "to me" | o | “é b
f | < ame (1st person singular) ; ;
| e TR |
| <ye (1) NED | o |
e (4)  Demonstrative base
L : ‘ kuau EkWa:U]]/ "to this one (district)" g
Sl : ‘ ' ‘ !
3 E« j T ‘ < Jau ~ou/ (3) (Ist position)z/ ‘
L i{ Lo ~ kuao Ckwa:o3 "to that one" :
;'Tﬁ»' e . « < Jao ~ 00/ (3) (2nd positicn) S o
A \ © kuawinya ckwa:wifial"to that one yonder" |
Col < /awinya ~ winya/ (3) (3rd position)
b ‘ | S f
G 2,1.21.2 Number
|
: ?«“ R | | Class 17 nouns are all neutral. :
| |
) | \ :
§  3 2.1.21.3 Significance §
. 3 (lass 17 indicates location, action, or movement "at, in, P
‘g into, from" something which is relatively distant. i
%ﬁ § keumbo | | "to the homestead"
;' f kuvo "to them" s oo
o o SR i |
o . | - kohamba "to the chief"
g g,  S i Eengobe otadii komatemba "The cattle go to the troughs"
Ovadya keembinga adishe “Théy came from all sides"
Ookaume otavayandje oinima 1hanu "The frwends give many things to
kutate | my father'
Vo otaveuya komukunda oo . "They are going to that district"
g* 1/ ﬁee foofnote T, p. 30 and Append1x i, o |
k. 2/ See 2.3.2 for the distribution of allomorphs.
“§ | |
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