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PREFACE

Kwanyama i s  one o f  the  languages spoken in  n o r the rn  Namibia 

and a l so  in  sou thern  Angola between the  Cubango and Cunene r i v e r s .

The popula tion  f i g u r e s  f o r  1970 give the  number of Kwanyama speakers  

in Namibia as 132,400V

The l a n g u a g e / d i a l e c t  s t a t u s  o f  Kwanyama has not been , 

re sea rched  f u l l y ,  bu t  from p re l im in a ry  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i t  appears 

to  be c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  to  neighbouring  l a n g u a g e s / d i a l e c t s .  Speakers 

o f  Ndonga, Kwambi, Kwanyama, Kwaluuthi e t c .  a l l  use the  b lanke t  term 

'Oshiwambo' to r e f e r  to t h e i r  language.

Fieldwork f o r  t h i s  s tudy was c a r r i e d  out in 1968 and 1979. 

Several  informants  were consu l ted  dur ing th e se  p e r io d s .  The ir  ages 

ranged from -  20 to  - 60.

This s tudy i s  d iv ided  in to  two s e c t i o n s .  In the f i r s t  p a r t ,  

phonology^/ i s  d e sc r ib ed  in terms of p rocesses  of g e n e r a t iv e  phonology, 

however, the  conventions  of g e n e r a t iv e  n o t a t i o n  are  no t  employed here .  

In the  sec ton  s e c t i o n ,  the  morphology of  the  var ious  form c l a s s e s  i s  

d e a l t  with according to  a Doke-Cole model.

1/ Totemeyer (1978) .

2 /  The suprasegmental component of  the  language i s  no t  d e a l t  with here .



1 /
Orthography

The con junc t ive  word d i v i s i o n  employed here  i s  a d epar tu re  

from the  s tandard  p r a c t i c e  which uses  d i s j u n c t i v e  word d i v i s io n  f o r  

some form c l a s s e s ,  There a re  a l s o  some d i f f e r e n c e s  in  the  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  under ly ing  phonemes, e s p e c i a l l y  the  ' long  v ow els ' .

1/  See Appendix 1 f o r  a d i scu ss io n  of o r thograph ic  problems,
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ABBREVIATIONS AND SYMBOLS

Consonant

Compare

True consonant followed by g l i d e

C o n t ra s t

Glide

I n t r a n s i t i v e  

Non-sy l lab ic  nasal

N on-sy l lab le  nasa l  followed by consonant

Negative

Object  concord

Object  p re f ix

Object s u f f ix

P lura l  

P o s i t i v e  

Verbal r a d ic a l  

S u b jec t  p re f ix

Subjec t  p r e f ix  ( p a s t  tense )

Sub jec t  p r e f ix  ( p a r t i c i p i a l )

T r a n s i t i v e

Vowel

Verb s u f f i x  ( p r e s en t  tense)

Sequence of  two vowels



/ / 

[ ]

*

h

Phonemic t r a n s c r ip t io n ,  
underlying forms

Phonetic t r a n s c r ip t io n

Representation in o f f i c ia l  orthography
= =   T

~ Free variant

+ Word boundary

Morpheme boundary 

Hypothetical forms 

0 'Zero'  morpheme

Dental a r t i c u l a t i o n  

Voicelessness
7
:W Labio-velar  o f f -g l id e

cy P a la ta l  o f f -g l id e

ro Syl lab ic  nasal
i

Vowel length  

^  Junc tu re

Note on typographical forms

Although morpheme boundaries of underlying s t r u c tu r e s  

represented  tW ographicaViy in two ways, no d i f fe ren ce  in  the 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of these s t r u c tu r e s  i s  ind ica ted  

in some cases convent ional  no ta t ion  i s  used where no spaces occur 

before  or a f t e r  hyphens, in o ther  cases,  span -s occur between 

hyphens and contiguous morphemes.



PART 1 -  PHONOLOGY



2.

CHAPTER 2

PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY

1-1 Underlying consonant phonemes

The seventeen under ly ing  consonant phonemes recognized in  this: 

a n a l y s i s  are  / b ,  d,  d j ,  f ,  h,  k,  i ,  m, n» ng. ny» p, sh ,  t ,  v,  w, y / .

/ s /  a l so  occurs as a pe r ip h e ra l  phoneme in  words adopted from o th e r  languages,

The phonemes could be rep re se n te d  sch e m a t ic a l ly  as fo llows:

1 .1 ,1  Consonant phonemes 

Table 1

P t  k

b d dj

f  (s )  sh h

: V 1 . y

w

m n ny

: ng

The f o u r  v e r t i c a l  colutms a re  arranged on the b a s i s  of oeneral  

f e a t u r e s  of p lace  of a r t i c u l a t i o n , ,  v i z . ,  l a b i a l  ( b i - l a b i a l  and l a b i o ­

d e n t a l ) ,  a l v e o l a r  ( d e n t a l ,  a l v e o - d e n t a l , a l v e o l a r ) ,  p a l a t a l  (a lveo-  

p a l a t a l , p a l a t a l ) ,  back ( v e l a r ,  g l o t t a l ,  l a b i a - v e l a r ) .  The h o r iz o n ta l  

rows a re  made on th e  b a s i s  of genera l  wanner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  v i z . ,  

v o i c e l e s s  s to p s ,  voiced S tops ,  v o ic e l e s s  f r i c a t i v e s ,  voiced co n t in u a n ts1'' 

and n a s a l s .  Some rows a l s o  r e p r e s e n t  ' n a t u r a l  c l a s s e s '  o f  phonemes 

which a l l  undergo a p a r t i c u l a r  phonological  o r  morphophonemic r u l e ,  

f o r  example ,  the  phonemes / p ,  t ,  k /  c o n s t i t u t e  a n a tu ra l  c l a s s  in t h a t

V  .  a .



they undergo the r u l e  of  consonant d e l e t i o n  fo llowing a n o n - s y l l a b ic  

nasal  (See 1 .3 .3 ) .

The segment /ny/ch3  i s  t r e a t e d  in  t h i s  a n a ly s i s  as a u n i t  

phoneme no t  as a sequence of  segments * /n /  and * / j / .  / n y /  behaves 

l i k e  the  o th e r  ' p l a i n '  nasa ls  /m/ and / n /  in the  ru l e  o f  nasal  

harmony where a l l  t h r e e  segments a r e  followed by a s u f f i x  con ta in ing  

nasal  / n /  (see  1 .3 .1 3 ) ;  o th e r  consonants  o r  NC sequences are 

followed by a s u f f i x  con ta in ing  non-nasal  / ! / .  Thus / n y /  f i t s  

i n to  a n a tu ra l  c l a s s  of nasa ls  /m, n,  ny/.

The phonemic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  / n g /  p re sen ts  some problems.

be analyzed as a u n i t  segment or  a sequence o f  segments .

In Kwanyama n e i t h e r  * /%/ (v o iced  v e l a r  nas.ai) n o r ? g /  (voiced

The segment Cg: occurs on ly  a f t e r  t h e  nasal  crp , and comparison 

w i th  ne ighbouring d i a l e c t s  Kwambi and Ndonga sugges ts  t h a t  a voiced v e l a r

segment ( f r i c a t i v e  or  s top)  has d i sappeared  from the phonemic system of

Kwanyama, This phenomenon accounts  f o r  the  ' g ap '  in  the  s e r i e s  o f  voiced

p lo s iv e s  (see  1 .1 . 1 ) .

P h o n e t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  i s  a sequence o f  a voiced v e l a r  nasa l  n p  and a voiced 

velar- exp los ive  s to p  eg : .  The q u e s t io n  t h a t  a r i s e s  i s  whether / n g /  should

a voiced

v e l a r  consonant) occur  as independent phonemes in p o s i t i o n s  o f  c o n t r a s t  

as do the  p l a in  n a sa l s  /m, n, ny/ and the voiced p lo s iv e s  / b ,  d,  d j / .

Kwanyama

amena -gamena 

teamena3
- d i i n i n a  

t d i i n i n a :  

-xupaela  

cxupaefa]

-d h ig in in a  

c#i îpa] 
^upagera 

cupaq-era 3

"gulp"

save

p r o t e c t "



The behaviour of  /ng /  d i f f e r s  from the o ther  nasal-consonant 

sequences /mb, nd, nd j / .  The nasal element of /ng /  does not d e le te  according 

to  ru le  of nasal de le t io n  in NgCg pos i t ion  as i s  the case with /mb, nd, nd j /  

as /ng /  cannot reduce to  a non-ex is ten t  segment (see 1 . 3 . 4 ) although i t  

does i n i t i a t e  the process of nasal de le t ion  When in  K-jC-j pos i t ion .

The sequence /ng /  i s  not produced as the r e s u l t  of a morphophonemic

process as are the o ther  nasal consonant sequences where

m + v —> mb 
n + 1 ■—> nd
ny + y —> ndj

In the l i g h t  of the foregoing reasons /ng /  i s  considered to  be a 

un i t  segment in t h i s  ana lys is  of  the phonemic s t ru c tu re  although i t  has the 

same type of  phonetic s t r u c tu r e  as the sequences /mb, nd, ndj/.

Consonant phonemes may occur in MC sequences (nasal-consonant) 

and (N)CG sequences (n a sa l - c o n so n a n t -g l id e ) . Geminate sequences Of 

consonants do not occur.

1 .1 .2  Phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  under ly ing  consonants

The underlying consonant phonemes a re  represented by the following 

allophones i f  they are not a f fec ted  by other  phonological process:

/ p /  cp] : vo ice less  b i l a b ia l  explosive stop 
epepe cepepen "shoulder"

/ t /  [ t ]  : vo iceles '  dental explosive s^op
etemba cetemba] "wagon"n

/ k /  [k ]  : v o i c e l e s s  v e l a r  ex p los ive  stop

-puk-a  cpuka] "wander"
/ b /  cb] : voiced b i l a b i a l  explosive stop

ongobe cOrjgobel "cow"
/ d /  [d] : voiced dental  explosive stop

oshedi cosedi]  "chin"
/ d j /  C(J] : a l v e o - p a l a t a l  voiced a f f r i c a t e d  stop

omudjene comdjene] "heat"

/ f /  c f i  : v o i c e l e s s  l a b io d e n ta l  f r i c a t i v e

okufu cokufu] "winter"

/ s /  cs]  ; voice less  a lveo la r  f r i c a t i v e

oskola t o s k o l a l  "school"



/ s h /  CS3 : v o i c e l e s s  a lv .eopala ta i  f r i c a t i v e  

-shang-a  csa^ga'J "wri te"

/h /  [ h ] ,  [X3 : The phoneme / h /  i s  rea l ized  by the v o ic e l e s s  ve lar

f r i c a t i v e  allophone cx3 preceding the high vowel / u /  and before the back 

g l ide  /w/.  CX3 a lso  occurs in the words / x e /  "his f a ther"  and /xo/

"your fa the r"  as an alternative pronunciation to / s h e /  c se3 and

/ s h o /  Cso3 r e s p e c t i v e l y .

The vo ice less  g l o t t a l  f r i c a t i v e  allophone : h 3 precedes the 

mid and low vowel phonemes / e ,  a,  0/ and a lso  the high vowel / u /  in

the s ing le  case of  the rad ica l  /-hurnbat-/  Chumbat3 "ca r ry1 .

The high f ro n t  vowel / i /  fo l low s /h /  only in the contracted form of 

/ n g h i - /  cni3 ( 1 s t  person negative in copulat ives)  in i t s  a l t e r n a t iv e
a ’ „ 1/

r e a l i z a t i o n  c h i 3 . Except in the few forms given above, Chi and CX3

are  in  complementary d is tr ib u t io n .

/ v /  Cv3 : voiced 1ab io -d en ta l  f r i c a t i v e

ekuva Cekuva3 "axe"

/ ! /  [jCi : voiced a lv e o l a r - l a t e r a l  f lap

okulanda cokulajidal "to buy"

/y /  c j ]  : voiced p a la ta l  ( f ron t)  g l ide

-y e l - a  c j e l a l  "become bright"

/w/ CW3 ; voiced 1ab i0 -ve la r  (back) g i ide

-wan-a Cwanal "be worth"

/m/ cmi : voiced b i l a b i a l  r s s a l .

omona Comonai "ch i ld"

/n /  Cn3 : voiced dental nasal
'  1 n

-nene cnenel "big"n n
/ n y /  ch3 : voiced p a l a t a l  nasal

o lunya la  c o lu h a l a i  " n a i l ,  claw"

/ n g /  [Mp3 : sequence o f  voiced v e l a r  nasal  - voiced v e l a r  s top  

ongadu coggadul "c rocod i le"

f o r  o r thog raph ic  purposes in t h i s  a n a l y s i s .



1 . 2  U n d e r ly i n g  vowel phonemes

There are  f i v e  underlying vowel phonemes / i , e ,  a ,  o ,  u / .

1 .2 .1  Vowel phonemes ,

Table 2

i u

e o

a

The schematic r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  above i s  based on a r t i c u l a t o r y  

f e a t u r e s :  t h e r e  are  th re e  l e v e l s  on the h e ig h t  s c a l e  f o r  vowel, v i z . ,

h igh ,  middle and low. The two columns r e p r e s e n t  f r o n t  vowels and 

back vow els .

/ a /  i s  considered as a f r o n t  vowel in t h i s  a n a ly s i s  as i t  appears 

to  c o n s t i t u t e  a n a tu ra l  c l a s s  o f  ' f r o n t '  t o g e th e r  with / e / ,  r a t h e r  

than with the back vowels.  This i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  made on the  bas is  

of  underly ing VV sequences where / e /  and / a /  e x h i b i t  s i m i l a r  behaviour .

Any two vowels may occur in  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  in  VV sequences.  

Sequences of  th re e  vowels occur only in verbal s t r u c t u r e s  a t  morpheme

boundar ies .  They are  n o t  d e a l t  with here .

1 .2 .2  Phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  vowels

The underlying  vowel phonemes a re  r e a l i z e d  p h o n e t i c a l ly  as 

fo l lowing  i f  they are  no t  a f f e c t e d  by any o th e r  p rocess :

/ i /  Zi l  : high f r o n t  unrounded vowel

-imb-a cimba] "sing"

/ e /  Ceil : high-mid f r o n t  unrounded vowel 

e lenga Cefegga] "headman"



/ a /  ca :  : low unrounded vowel ’

• -akam-a cakamai "open -the mouth"

/o /  cod : high-mid back rounded vowel 

omona comonai "chi ld"

/ u /  cuj : high back rounded vowel

- fud-a  Cfuda] "breathe"

1 .2 .3  Vowel sequences

Al l  combinations o f  two vowels occur r ing  in  sequence are

permissib le .

Ident ica l  ( shor t )  vowels occurring in sequence ace rea l ized  

phonet ica l ly  as one long vowel, but are considered in t h i s  analys is  

to  be an underlying sequence of two vowels.

High vowels preceding o th e r  vowels i n i t i a t e  t h e  phonetic  

r e a l i z a t i o n  process  o f  g l i d e  fo rmation  and vowel leng then ing  

(See 1 .3 .8  below).

Where the  f i r s t  vowel i s  non-high,  simple c a te n a t io n  of the  

two vowels occurs:

(a) /aV/sequences

omaanc coma:no3 (6) "oaths"r>
efudaela  cefu^aefan (5) "whirlwind" 

omaingido (6) "shouts" 

omaonga (6) "spears" 

eshinauno (5) "profusion"



/eV/ sequences

eandu ceandu] (5) " f r o s t "  ■fin '

eendo / e - e n d o /c e in d o i  (5) "graveyard" 

e ido (5) "grass"

eono (5) "growl"

-peuk-a  "blow over"

/oV/ sequences^/

otoamene cotoamene: "you p ro t e c t "

otoendaenda "you t r a v e l  around"

o ikutu  (8) "c lo thes"

oo CO; 3 (demonstra t ive)  " those"

oufi  (14) "death"

i .2 .4  P h o n e t ic a l ly  long vowels

Long vowels may be a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  two d i f f e r e n t  underly ing 

s t r u c t u r e s .  F i r s t l y ,  some p h o n e t i c a l l y  long vowels can be a t t r i b u t e d  

to a sequence of  two i d e n t i c a l  vowels as in / a  -  a /  c a : 3 (d e m o n s t ra t iv e ,. 

c l a s s  6) " th e se " .  Long vowels may be s t e m - i n t e r n a l ,  and a re  a l so  

t r e a t e d  in t h i s  a n a ly s i s  as being a j u x t a p o s i t i o n  o f  two l i k e  vowels; 

/ f e e l - a /  c f e : f  a3 "smooth, s t ro k e"  (see a l so  1 .2 .3 )  %

Secondly,  in  a sequence of  two vowels where the  f i r s t  vowel 

i s  h igh ,  i . e .  / i /  o r  / u / ,  i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  as n o n - s y l l a b i c  or  i t  is  

d e l e t e d ,  and the  second vowel i s  r e a l i z e d  with phonetic  l e n g th .  These 

p h o n e t i c a l l y  long vowels a re  thus t r e a t e d  as having an underlying 

s t r u c t u r e  of / i  - V/ o r  /u  - V/ (see  a l s o  1 . 3 . 8 ) .

1/ No in s tan ces  o f  s t e m - in te rn a l  /oV/ sequences have been noted.

2/ For a d i scuss ion  o f  o r th o g rap h ic  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n  of  long vowels 
see Appendix i .

(b)

(c)



1 . 3  P h o n o l o g i c a l  r u l e s

In t h i s  s tudy, th e  va r ious  ru le s  t h a t  o p e ra te  a re  grouped 

in to  two ty p es ,  v iz .  morphological  r u l e s  and phonological  r u l e s .

The phonological  r u l e s  a re  r u l e s  o f  mutation or phonetic  

r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  deal  with v a r i a n t s  o f  a s i n g l e  element and are  d e a l t  

with in t h i s  s e c t io n .

Morphological ru l e s  deal with the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  s u p p le t iv e  

forms and are  desc r ibed  wherever the  r e l e v a n t  morpheme is  t r e a t e d  in the  

grammar in P a r t  I I .

Some phonologica l  ru l e s  r e q u i r e  o rd e r in g  of  a p p l i c a t i o n  and 

t h i s  i s  noted where n e c e s s a r y , bu t  the  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  r u l e s  in a 

p a r t i c u l a r  (random) o rder  does no t  imply t h a t  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  

n e c e s s a r i l y  ordered .

1.3 .1 Rule 1

Nasal a s s im i l a t i o n

The a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  ru l e  precedes  the o p e ra t ion  o f  the  

mutation ru le s  o f  s top  fo rm at ion ,  nasa l  devoic ing - s t o p  d e l e t i o n  and 

nasal  d e l e t i o n .  I t  a l so  precedes  the  phone t ic  r e a l i z a t i o n  ru le s  of  

(N)Cw and (N)Cy sequences .

When a n o n - s y l l a b i c  nasa l  precedes ano ther  consonant,  i t  is  

always horn o rgan ic  with i t .  Thus /m/ cm] precedes l a b i a l  consonants ,

/ n /  Cn] precedes den ta l  consonants ,  / n y /  Cn] precedes p a l a t a l  and



a lv e o - p a l a t a l  consonants .  Underlying / n /  a s s i m i l a t e s  to  v e l a r  crp 

preceding v e l a r  consonants .

Examples

( 1) /m/ : omhepo (9 ) "wind" < -pep-a "blow"

/om-pepo/ : /m/ precedes l a b i a l  / p /

[omepo] : phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n  a f t e r  nasal  

d e v o id n g  and s top  d e l e t i o n  ^

: ombadwa Combadwa] (9 ) "dried skin"

(2) / n /  Cn] : onha le lo  tonal'  e l c o  (9) "mir ror"  < - t a l - a  "look"

ondabo condabo] (9) " f l a t n e s s "

: onho nonoi (9) " d r i e d  skin"

(3) / n y /  cn]:  - e n d j e l e l a  t e n ^ e f  e f a ]  "hang"

: onbya conai (9) " s c a r i f i c a t i o n "

(4) / n /  crjD : onghwiyu (9) " f i g  f r u i t "  c t .  omukwiyu (3) " f ig  t r e e "

/on-kwiyu/ : under ly ing  form 

oiy-kwiyu : nasal  a s s i m i l a t i o n

cogwiju] -  corjmwijm : phone t ic
O 0

r e a l i z a t i o n  a f t e r  nasal  devoic ing  and s top  d e le t io n  

(Rule 3 ) .  A l t e r n a t iv e  r e a l i z a t i o n  has opt iona l  

l a b i a l i z a t i o n  f o r  Cw sequence.

1/ Voiceless  n a sa l s  are  considered  here to  be the  su r fa ce  r e a l i z a t i o n  
of an under ly ing  sequence of nasal  and v o ic e l e s s  s top  (see  1*3.3) ,
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1*3.2  Rule 2

S t o p ^ o r m a t jon (consonant s t r e n g th en in g )

The under ly ing  voiced co n t in u an ts  / v , l  , y /  a re  r e a l i z e d  as 

s to p s  of the  same o r  of the  c l o s e s t  corresponding  p lace  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  

to  the c o n t in u a n t  when preceded by the under ly ing  n a sa l s  / m / . / n /

or /n y / (see  a l so  1 .3 .1  f o r  nasa l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  ru le )  

ombadje (9) " j a ck a l "  o f .  okavandje (12) "small j a c k a l "  

/om-vandje /  : under ly ing  form

Lombad^a] : l a b io -d e n ta l  c o n t in u an t

becomes b i l a b i a l  p lo s iv e  

ondado (9) "trade" < -land- a "buy"

condado] : a lv e o l a r - l a t e r a l  f la p  

becomes dental p los ive

ondjabi (9 ) "payment, g i f t "  < -  yamb-a "give"

CoM^abii : pa la ta l  continuant

becomes a l v e o - p a l a t a 1

a f f r i c a t e
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1 . 3 . 3  Rule  3

.Masai devoicing and stop d e le t io n

In an under ly ing  sequence where a v o i c e l e s s  s top  i s  preceded 

by a n o n - s y l l a b l e  nasal  /m / ,  / n /  o r  / n y / ,  the  s top  i s  d e le t e d  and the

nasal  i s  devoiced. Rule 1 o f  nasa l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  ( 1 .3 .1 )  ope ra tes  

before  t h i s  r u l e .

omhangelo (9) " r e s o lu t io n "  < -pangeV a  "decide"

/om-pangel-o /  : under ly ing  form

CogiarjgeXoi : phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n

a f t e r  s top  d e l e t i o n  and 

nasal  devoic ing 

onhondoki (9) "runner" < - tondok-a  "run"

Cogondokil

onghoi we (9) "drunkard" < -kolw-a  "drink"

corjofwe: : cn3 a s s i m i l a t e s  to  cqi p receding ck]

1 .3 .4  Rule 4
- — ■— ,™  . /

Nasal de le t ion

I f  a syllable.- containing a sequence of an underlying non- 

s y l l a b i c  nasal and voiced non-back plosive (abbreviated as /NgCg/ ^s 

preceded by a s y l l ab le  having any sequence of non-sy l lab ic  nasal and 

voiced plosive (abbreviated as /M-jC^/), the nasal of the second 

(non-back) sequence is  de le ted .  The segment Cgg] in pos i t ion
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V)

/N-jC^ i n i t i a t e s  the  r u l e  o f  nasal  d e l e t i o n  on non-back /NgC^/' sequences ,  

i . e . ,  i t  ope ra tes  in the  /N-j C-j /  p o s i t i o n  as do o th e r  n a s a l ’•consonant 

sequences .  In the  /NgCg/ p o s i t i o n ,  however, the  d e l e t i o n  of  the  

nasa l  segment o f  the  phone t ic  sequence eng] cannot t ake  place  as 

the re  i s  no underly ing v e l a r  s top  *cg] . The phone t ic  sequence behaves 

phonemical ly  as a u n i t  segment (see  1 . 1 . 1 ) .

This process  o f  nasa l  d e l e t i o n  i s  a s s o c ia te d  with nouns 

of c l a s s e s  9 and 10 -  9 where the  n o n - s y l l a b i c  nasal  of  the  p r e f i x  

immediately precedes  consonant commencing stems. I t  has not been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  c l e a r l y  whether t h i s  i s  a p roduc t ive  p ro cess1/ ,  bu t  the re  i s  a 

sequence s t r u c t u r e  cond i t io n  which does no t  permit  such /NC/ sequences 

to occur in consecu t ive  s y l l a b l e s  w i th in  any one stem.

ombadje (9) " ja ck a l"  c f .  okavandje (12) "small jacka l"

/om-vandje /  : under ly ing  form

ombandje : s top  formation

combadge] : nasal  d e l e t i o n  in NgCg

ondoda (9) , " s tep"  < - lo n d -a  "step"

/ o n - l o n d - a /  : under ly ing  form 

ondjabi (9) "payment" < -yamb-a "give"

/on -yam b- i /  : under ly ing  form

Compare the  examples above to  :

ondunga (9) "palm f r u i t "  c f .  omulunga (3) "palm t ree "

/o n - lu n g a /  t no d e l e t i o n  of the  nasal  of  /N2C2/  occurs

1/ The r e l a t i v e l y  small number of  cases  o f  t h i s  ru l e  ope ra t in g  suggests  
i t  i s  non-product ive .



Compare a l s o  the  fo llowing forms in  Kwanyama with those  in 

Nclonga where such nasal  d e l e t i o n  does no t  occur :

Kwanyama Ndonga

ongobe ongombe

ombabi ombambi

ondjaba ondjamba

ongadu ongandu

1 .3 .5  Rule 5

/Cw/ sequences - phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n s

All under ly ing  consonant phonemes (except /w/ i t s e l f )  as well 

as underly ing /NC/ s e q u e n c e s ^  may precede the  g l id e  /w/ in  /Cw/ sequences .

(a) A f te r  a l 1 den ta l  and v e l a r  p lo s iv e s  ( in  i s o l a t i o n  or  in  /NC/

s eq u e n c es ) , the  g l id e  (w) may be s t reng thened  and l a b i a l i z e d  o p t i o n a l l y  

to a consonant of the  same manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  as the  preceding 

consonant  and with the  same va lue  f o r  vo ic ing .

The phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  /w/ in such sequences v a r i e s  

f r e e l y  and may be a t r u e  g l i d e ,  a s t ren g th en ed  consonant with o f f -  

g l i d e ,  or a s t reng thened  consonant w i thou t  any g l id e  ( i . e .  the  g l i d e  i s  

" ab so rb e d " ) .

, E xam p les
/ t w /  : okutwi cokutwi 3 -  cokutpwia -  Coku&pi: "ear"

/kw/ : okukwata Cokukwata3-cokukpwata3  Cokukpa^aD " to  catch"

"cow"

"duiker"

"e lephant"

"c rocod i l e "

1/ See 1 .3 .3  f o r  the phonemic s t a t u s  of  v o ic e l e s s  n a s a l s .
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/dw/ : »dw*ny-a C d w * ]  = c d b ^ a ]  = C^baRa] "be I r r i t a t e d "

ondwi condwi] « Condb^i] = condbi] "dust"

/nhw/cnw'J : onhwa r. onwa3 -  cogig^a] eag le

/nghw/cgw] : dnghwiyu cogwiju] a • f i q  f r u i t

■(b) After  a l l  l a b i a l s  ( including /NC/ sequences) the g l ide  M

may be strengthened and ve la r ized  as a voiced ve la r  coiit inuant 

( f r i c a t i v e )  when the preceding consonant i s  a non-nasa l ,  or i t  may 

appear as a v e la r  nasal i f  the  preceding consonant i s  a nasal (or 

vo ice less  nasa lJ17 A l te rn a t iv e ly ,  an o f f - g l id e  cw: may be re ta ined  

a f t e r  v a lo r iz a t io n ,  or  e l se  i t  may simply be r ea l ized  phone t ica l ly  

as  g l id e  cw] w ithou t  any s t r e n g th en in g :

/pw/ : -pwalaka t-a  [ p y a l a k a t a ]  -  c p - f ^ l a k a t a i  -

cpwaf a k a t a ]  "thunder"

embwabwa r.embr abT a3 -  [ e m b ^ a b ^ a ]  -  

cembv/abwai " f e s t i v i t y "  "

/ fw /  : okuhafifwa [ o k u h a f i f r a ]  = [okuhafifTf*a] =

cokuhafifwa] "be gladdened"

: okuvavwa cokuvavya] = c o k u v a v ^ a ]  = cokuvavwa] "be roasted'

y b w /

/VW/

ytnw/ i mwene CmgeneD -  Ctnr)V,e^e3 « Cinv/e)ie3

/m h w /cm w i :2 /
/ m i /  ‘ ombwa combyal  e comby^a] * combwaa "dog

1/ See footnote  p • 14•
2/ No examples of  th i s  sequence have been recorded.
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■(c) A f te r  a l l  p a l a t a l s  (p l a in  consonants  o r  seq u en ces ) , and

a f t e r  non - lab ia l  co n t in u an ts  and n a s a l s ,  the  phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n  

o f  g l i d e  /w/ i s  una f fec ted  and appears always as cwi.

/ d jw /  : -hondjw-a chohcbjwa: "be sewn"

/shw/ : -yashw-a [jaswa] "be wounded"

/yw/ : - teyw-a  c te jwa]  "be broken"

/ l w /  : okulwa c o k u l w a i  " to  f i g h t "

/nw/ : okunv/a cokunwa] " to  drink"

/hw/cxw] : oluxwa c o fu x w a]  "dense bush"

/nyw/dhw]: onywa Conwa] "quiver  f o r  arrows"

/ n d jw /1/'

1 ,3 .6  Rule 6

/Cy/ sequences - phonet ic  r e a l i z a t i o n

The p a l a t a l  g l i d e  may fo llow l a b i a l  o r  d e n t a l / a l v e o l a r  

consonants  in  /Cy/ sequences,  bu t  i t  never fo l lows p a l a t a l s  o r  

back consonan ts .

(a )  A f te r  l a b i a l  s tops  and f r i c a t i v e s ,  the  g l id e  i s  u su a l ly

f r i c a t i v i z e d  as  an alveo lar  f r i c a t i v e  which i s  voiced or  v o ice le s s

accord ing  to  the  preceding consonant / y /  may a l so  be r e t a i ned p h o n e t i c a l l y  

as an o f f - g l i d e  to  the  f r i c a t i v e .

/ p y /  = okupya Cokupsy a j  = Cokupsa] " to  burn" ‘

/ b y /  : ombyy combzy u3 = combzu] "sp, of fruit"

/ f y /  : ofye co fsy e] = c o f s e i  " i t  i s  us"

/v y /  : -vyula-a  cvzyu l  a]  % CvzuCa) " to  d r i l l  in to"

1/ No examples of  t h i s  sequence have been recorded .



(b) A f t e r  den ta l  p l o s i v e s ,  the  g l i d e  i s  S t reng thened  to  a p a l a t a l

f r i c a t i v e  (voiced or  v o i c e l e s s )  and i s  com ple te ly  abso rbed .  The 

r e s u l t a n t  r e a l i z a t i o n  i s  an a l v e o - p a l a t a l  a f f r i c a t e .

/ t y /  : okutya coku tsa ]  "to say" '

/ d y /  : okudya cokuc^aD "produce ,  b r ing  "forth"

= okudja  -

..(c) The p a la t a l  g l ide  remains unchanged following the non­

f r i c a t i v e  c on t inuan t  /  1 /  and voiced or vo ice les s  -  - s . 1//

/  1 y /  : - l y a t - a  c l j a t a l  " to  s tan d  on"

/my/ : emyo cemjo] "slowness"

/mhy/2 / :

/nhy/  : onhya cona 3 " s c a r i f i c a t i o n "
*

1 .3 .7  Rule 7

D e le t io n  o f  vowel /Vy/

Whenever a grammatical  e lement  with s t r u c t u r e  (C)V i s  p r e f i x e d  

to  a vowel commencing noun o r  a b s o lu t e  pronoun, the  f i r s t  vowel ( i . e .  the  

p r e f i x  vowel) o f  the  r e s u l t a n t  /VV/ sequence i s  d e l e t e d .  This r u l e  

Operates  o b l i g a t o r i l y  a t  a morpheme boundary,  and i t  may apply  o p t i o n a l l y  

a t  word boundar ies  where the  f i n a l  vowel o f  a word i s  d e l e t e d .

pombinga /pu-ombinga/  "on the  s ide"

/ p u - /  : lo c a t iv e  p re f ix

/ombinga/ ; noun, c l a s s  9

pombinga : r e a l i s a t i o n  a f t e r  vowel d e le t io n

mokufu /mu-okufu/ "in the cold season"

omiti doshilongo /d a -o sh i lo n g o /  " t r e e s  of the country"

1/ See fo o tn o te  p . 14.

2/  No examples o f  t h i s  sequence have been reco rded .
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nombele /na-ombele /  "by means o f  the  kn i fe"

1 . 3 . 8  Rule 8

Glide f o r m a t ion and vowel leng then ing

Except f o r  a sequence o f  two high-back vowels where the re

i s  simple catenat ion ,  in a l l  /VV/ sequences where the f i r s t  vowel i s

h igh ,  i t  i s  r e a l i z e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  as  a n o n - s y l l a b i c  g l i d e ,  and the

second vowel i s  lengthened.  I f  th e  p a l a t a l  g l id e  / y /  immediately

fo l low s  the  p a l a t a l  f r i c a t i v e  / s h /  a f t e r  g l id e  fo rmation  has o p e ra ted ,

then i t  i s  d e le ted  as i t  may no t  fo l low  any p a l a t a l  consonant in
2/

sequence,  but the  second vowel r e t a i n s  l e n g t h .

(a) /uV/ sequences

omuambi1/  (1) " s l an d e re r "

/omu-ambi/ : under ly ing  form

[ornwaimbil  : phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n

a f t e r  g l i d e  fo rmation  and 

vowel leng then ing

= om wa a m b i= T/

omueheli comwe:he£ig (1) "beggar"

=omweeheli=

oluimbo cofwi:mbo] (1 1 ) "song"

okuona cokwo:na3 " to  snore"

=okwoona =

With /uuZ there i s  simple ca te n a t io n :

okuumba coku:mba] " to  shoot"

7 /  For a d i s cu s s io n  of  o r th o g rap h ic  problems, see Appendix i .

2/ According to  sequence s t r u c t u r e s , p a l a t a l s  may not fo l low p a l a t a l  or 
v e l a r  consonants .



/ iV /  sequences

omiala 

/omi -  a l a /  

comjazfa]

(4 ) "b re a s t  bones" 

underlying form 

phonetic r e a l i z a t i o n  a f t e r  

g l id e  formation and 

vowel lengthening

=omyaala=

oiendo co je :n d o ] (8 )  " journeys"

=oyeendo= ,

oiimbo co j i :m bo](8 )  "songs"

=oyiimbo=

o io n g a le le  c o j o z g g a f e f e i  (8) "ga the r ings"  

=oyoongalele=

omiuhalo : o m ju :h a £ o 3  (4 ) "sp .  of  t r e e  ( p i . ) "

/ iV /  sequences fo l lowing  p a l a t a l  / s h /

oshiendo (7) "journey"  < -end-a  " t r a v e l "

* oshye:ndo : g l i d e  formation and

- vowel lengthening  

cose:ndo] : phonet ic  r e a l i z a t i o n  a f t e r

g l id e  d e l e t i o n  

o sh io n g a le le  c o s o : y g a f  e £ e i  (7) "ga ther ing"
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1 . 3 . 9  Rule  9

Vowel Raising

S ub jec t  prefixes', and a l l  fo l lowing  p re f ix e s  with underlying 

s t r u c t u r e  /C a - /  undergo the  process  of  vowel r a i s i n g  in  verbs whereby 

th e  low v : / a /  i s  r a i s e d  to  mid vowel / e /  when preceding the  

r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x  o r  an o b je c t  p r e f i x 1^ ,  the  r a d ic a l  / - u y - / ,  and a l l  

d e f e c t iv e  verbs .

This process  does no t  o p e ra te  on t en se  p re f ix e s  preceding 

th e  s u b j e c t  p r e f i x .

Examples

Ovashiinda otavekalungamena / o - t a - v e - k a - . . . . /

/ v e - /  < / v a - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f i x  with r a i s e d  vowel, c l a s s  2

/ k a - /  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  12

"The ne ighbours  a re  ca r ing  f o r  her"

Note that the pre f ix  / t a - /  in the example above does not undergo vowel 

ra is ing  as i t  precedes the subject p ref ix ,

Otekealesha / o - t - e - k e - a - . . . . /

/ e ~ /  < / a - /  : s u b j e c t  p r e f ix ,  c l a s s  1

/ k e - /  < / k a - /  : f u tu r e  t e n se  p r e f i x

/ a - /  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  6

"He w i l l  read them"

Ondealanda / o - n d - e - a - . . . . /

/ e - /  < / a - /  : p a s t  tense  p r e f i x

"I bought them"

1/ The o b je c t  s u f f i x  / - n g e /  ( 1 s t  person s g . )  does no t  cond i t io n  vowel 
r a i s i n g .
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Ye okw evetuu l ik i la  /  o - k w - e - v e - t u - . . . . /

/ v e - /  < /va -7  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  2 t

/ t u - /  : o b j e c t  p r e f i x ,  1 s t  person p i .

"He poin ted them out to  u s 11

A verb may in c o rp o ra te  two o b j e c t  p re f ix e s  as in  the  example above.

Otaveuya / . . .ve -uy -a /

"They a re  coming"

Ovewete / - w e t - e /  (d e f e c t iv e  p r e s e n t  stem)

"They see"

The vowel / a /  remains low before  r a d i c a l s  o th e r  than / - u y - /  and 

d e f e c t i v e  r a d i c a l s ,  and a l s o  in  verbs which do no t  in c o rp o ra te  

o b j e c t  or  r e f l e x i v e  p r e f i x e s :

Examples

Ovashiinda otavalungamena okakadona / o - t a - v a - . . . . /

"The neighbours  care  f o r  the g i r l "

Otakalesha  omambo / o - t - a - k a - . . . . /

"He w i l l  read the books"

Ondalanda omambo / o - n d - a - . . . . /

"I bought the  books"

1 .3 .1 0  Rule 10

Vowel d e l e t i o n  and nasal s y l l a b i f i c a t i o n

When a p r e f i x  with under ly ing  s t r u c t u r e  /mu/ precedes  a 

consonant commencing stem, the  vowel o f  the  p r e f i x  i s  d e l e t e d ,  and



the  nasa l  becomes s y l l a b i c .  This process  a p p l i e s  to  the  noun and 

a d j e c t i v e  p r e f ix e s  of c l a s s e s  1 and 3, and to  the  o b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  

Of Class 1 and the  second person p l u r a l .

Examples

omudiva (3) " f i s h  t r a p

/omu - d iv a /  underly ing form

om - diva vowel d e l e t i o n

uomdivai phonet ic  r e a l i z a t i o n  with s y l l a b i c  nasal
\ #  *

omufa tu lu l i  :omfa^ufu£i3 ( 1 ) " i n t e r p r e t e r "

omuti mule com ti^m led  (3) "a t a l l  t r e e
I *9 I

1.3.11 Rule 11

Vowel harmony ( f r o n t  vowels)

Extensions  1, 3 and 5 have a l t e r n a t i n g  f r o n t  vowels whose _  

occurrence  i s  de termined by the vowel which immedia te ly  precedes  them.

The high vowel / i /  occurs  when th e  ex tens ion  follows high v o w e l s j ’i j  , 

and the  non-high vowel / e /  fo llows non-high vowels

Examples o f  / i /

- f i k - i l -  "achieve" < - f i k -

_ t u k - i ’l-  " f ly  towards" < - t u k -  "f ly"

Examples of / e /

-d e n g -e l -  "bea t  for"  < -deng- "beat"

- l a n d - e l -  "buy for"  < - l a n d -  "buy"

- k o s h - e l -  "wash for"  < -kosh- "wash"

1 /  See p. 121 f f .  f o r  verbal ex tens ions
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1 .3 .12  Rule 12

Vowel a l t e r n a t i o n  (back vowels)

Extensions  8  and 9 have a l t e r n a t i n g  high back vowel / u /  and 

mid-back vowel / o / ;  t h e  l a t t e r  form occurs when preceded by mid back 

/ o /  only ,  and / u /  occurs  when preceded by / i ,  e ,  a ,  u/ which are

u ; ve i t h e r  high o r  non-back,

Examples o f  / u /

- d i t - u l -  

-v e l -u k -  

-vav-uk-  

-kuny-uk-

ExamPles o f  / o /

-kosh-ok- "be c lean"  <

- to k -o k -  "become broken" o f .

‘u n t i e "

"recover"  <

"be char red" < 

"be grazed bare" <

- d i t - i k -

- v e l -

-vav-

- k u n y -

" t i e "

"be s ick"  

" ro a s t"

"gnaw"

-kosh- "wash" 

- t o k - o l -  " s p l i t "

1 .3 .13  Rule 13

Nasal harmony

The under ly ing  non-nasal  / ! /  o f  ex tens ions  1 and 8 a s s i m i l a t e s  

to  the  nasal  / n /  when immediately preceded by a p la in  nasa l  consonant

/m ,n ,n y /
2 /

Examples o f  / n /

-kum-in "touch fo r"

-en- " s l a u g h te r  fo r"

<

<

-kum-

-tom-

i - i m n -  

-ony-onon-

" r e t u r n  quick ly"  < 

"be unro l led"  < -ony*

"touch"

" s l au g h te r "

" re tu rn "

" r o l l "

1/ See p . 132 f f .
2 /  See pp 123 and 132.
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Examples o f  / I /

-k o n g -o lo l - search out" < -kong- "sea rch"

- t u k - i l - " f l y  towards" < - t u k - " f ly "

“ t u l - i l "pour in to " < - t u l - "pour"

- l o n g - e l - "work fo r " < - lo n g - "work"



PART I I  - MORPHOLOGY



CHAPTER 2

SUBSTANTIVES

2.1 The noun c l a s s e s

Nouns in Kwanyama a re  grouped in to  c l a s s e s  accord ing  to  

t h e i r  p re f ix ed  and r e l a t e d  concords.

Noun c l a s s e s  are  numbered here  accord ing to  Meinhof 's  system 

(1932:39, 40) with some m o d i f i c a t io n s .  Meinhof 's  c l a s s e s  10-9 and 13 

are  l a b e l l e d  here  as 1 0 - 9 ^  and 12 r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  two a d d i t i o n a l  c l a s s e s ,

v i z . , la  and 2 b a re  recognized  here2//,
- x

2 .1 .1  Morphological  s t r u c t u r e  of  nouns

Nouns u s u a l ly  c o n s i s t  of t h r e e  segmental morphemes: an i n i t i a l  

vowel, a b a s ic  p r e f i x ,  and a stem:

oshiwana /o - sh i -w an a /  "a nat ion"

/ o - /  : i n i t i a l  vowel

/ s h i - /  : b a s ic  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  7

/-wana/  : noun stem

Some nouns, such as those  of  c l a s s  l a ,  may c o n s i s t  o f  two morphemes:

t a t e  / 0 - t a t e /  : "my f a th e r "

/ 0 - /  : noun p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  la  ( ' z e r o '  morpheme)

/ - t a t e /  : noun stem

1/ Cole (1967).
2/  Cole (Proto-Bantu  Noun p r e f ix  system: unpublished , n . d . ) .
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Nouns may inco rpo ra te  more than one p r e f i x ,  as in  the  

d e r iv a t io n  o f  nouns from p r i m a r y - f u n c t i o n ^  c l a s s e s ,  and they  may ' 

a l so  in c o rp o ra te  a d e r iv a t io n a l  s u f f i x :

okamuti / o - k a - m u - t i /  "a small t r e e "

/ o - /  : i n i t i a l  vowel

/k a ~ /  : d e r iv a t io n a l  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  12

/mu-/  : b a s ic  p r e f i x ,  c l a s s  3

/ - t i /  : stem

2 . 1 . 1 . 1  Noun p re f ixed

Table 3

Class P re f ix  Example

1 omu- ~ omw- omukwaita " s o l d i e r "

2 ova- ~ ov- ovakwaita " s o l d i e r s "

la  0 ” meme "my mother"
2b 00" oomeme "my mothers"
3 omu- ~ omvV-(~om-) omuti " t r e e "

4 omi- ~ omy- omiti  " t r e e s "

5 etanga "melon"
6 oma- ~ om- omatanga "melons"
7 o s h i -  ~ osh- oshingulu  "pig"
8 o i -  a. oy- o ingulu  "p igs"

9 oN- ongobe "cow"
10 ee- —

10'"9 eeN- eengobe "cows"

11 o lu -  ~ olw- o lu p a t i  " r ib "

12 oka- okafino  "donkey"

14 ou- ouf iku "n igh t"
15 oku- ~ okw- okuulu " leg"

16 Pu~ ' pomulunga " a t  the  r i v e r "
17 ku- komatemba " to  the  troughs"

18 mu- meumbo " in  the house"

1/ For tune  (1955).
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2 . 1 . 1 . 2  I n i t i a l  vowel

C l a s s e s  l a ,  1 6 ,  17 and 18 do not  have an i n i t i a l  vowel. The

i n i t i a l  vowel f o r  c l a s s e s  5 and 10-9 i s  / e / ,  and f o r  a l l  o th e r  c l a s s e s  

i t  i s  / o / .

2 . 1 . 1 . 3  Basic p r e f i x

The b a s ic  p r e f i x  may have one o f  the  fo l lowing  types of 

morphological  s t r u c t u r e s :

The p r e f ix e s  o f  c l a s s e s  1 , 2 , 3 ,  4,  6 , 7, 8 , 11, and 15 each 

have two a l lo rmorphs;  one o f  these  ends in  and under ly ing  vowel / (C )V / ,  

and the  o th e r  ends in a consonant  o r  t r u e  g l i d e  /  |  / .

Synch ron ica l ly ,  th e se  v a r i a n t s  a re  not p h o n o !o g tc a l ly  condi t ioned  

and a re  regarded here  as s u p p le t i v e  forms. Their  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  d e a l t  

with f o r  each p a r t i c u l a r  noun c l a s s .

2 . 1 . 1 , 4  Noun stems

A tioun stem has the  m i n i m i  morphological  s t r u c t u r e  V, The 

f i n a l  element o f  a l l  noun stems i s  V. The maximum sequence o f  vowels 

w i th in  a stem i s  VV.

The maximum number of consonants  in  sequence w ith in  a stem 

i s  /NC/ or /CG/.
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2 . 1 . 2  Noun C l a s s  1

2 . 1 .2 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f ix

I n i t i a l  vowel: / o - /

Basic p r e f i x  : /mu- ~ mw-/

The c l a s s  1 p r e f i x  has two a llomorphs : /omw-/ con ta in s  a 

g l i d e ,  and /omu-/ con ta in s  an under ly ing  vowel (which may appear as a 

g l id e  in su r fa ce  s t r u c t u r e ) ,

( ! )  The p r e f ix  /omw-/ precedes  a few stems commencing in  f r o n t

vowels / e , a / .

Only th ree  such cases  have been recorded:

omw-alikadi "woman" p i .  o v -a l ik a d i  ( 2 )

omw-ene "owner" ov-ene

omw-ali "nurs ing  mother" ova-mw-ali ( 2 - 1 )

(see foo tno te  1, p .  30)

(2) The v a r i a n t  /omu-/ co-occurs  with stems commencing in

vowels / i . e . a . o . u /  ( o t h e r  than those  t h a t  o c c u r  with  /om w-/ ) , and

a l s o  with consonant commencing s tems.

The r u l e  o f  g l i d e  formation and vowel leng then ing  (1 .3 .8 )  

ope ra tes  on stems commencing in vowels o th e r  than / u / .

When /omu-/ precedes  stems commencing in the  high-back vowel / u /  

simple c a te n a t io n  o f  vowels occurs .



When /omu-/ precedes consonant commencing s tems,  the  p r e f i x  

vowel i s  d e le t e d  and t h e  nasa l  becomes s y l l a b i c  ( in  suprasegmental  te rms,  

t h i s  process  involves  t r a n s f e r e n c e  of the  b a s ic  p r e f i x  tone  to the  nasa l )  

(see  1 . 3 . 1 0  f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of  the  phonologica l  p ro c e s s ) .

comwe:ndai
n  0

"p ro te c to r "

" v i s i t o r "

" s inger"

■/ with V-commencing stems*.

omuameni^ Comwa:meni 3 

=omwaameni= 

omuenda

=omweenda= 

omuirnbuli comwitmbufi]

=omwiimbuli= 

omuongaongi comwoiggaoggi] wanderer

=omwoongaongi= 

omuudi cornu: d i ] l i s t e n e r

/omu-/ with C-commencing stems: 

omul unde comfunde] 

omukainhu comkainul 

omuhambuli comhambuli 3

" s in n e r"

omuveledi  comvefedi3

"woman"

"smith"

" in v a l id "

p i .  ovaameni ( 2 ) 

ovaenda 

ovaimbuli 

ovaongaongi 

ovaudi

pi . oval unde ( 2 ) 

ovakainhu 

ovahambuli 

ovaveledi

When /omu-/ precedes some stems commencing in the  sequence 

/ h /  fol lowed by mid-back vowel / o /  p a r t i a l  phonet ic  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of 

the nasa l  element to  the  i n i t i a l  consonant of  the  stem takes  p lace  

a f t e r  the  process  of  vowel d e l e t i o n  has a n p l i e d .  P h o n e t i c a l l y , t h i s  

r e s u l t s  in the  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  a double n a s a l :

omuhongi [omnoggi3 "c ra f t sm an 1 

c f .  omuhakuli comhaku[i3 " h e a l e r 1

p i .  ovahongi ( 2 ) 

ovahakuli

o f f i c i a l



2 . 1 . 2 . 2  Number

Class 1 nouns a re  a l l  s i n g u l a r  in  number, and t h e i r  

corresponding p l u r a l s  a re  a l l  in  c l a s s  2 .

2 . 1 . 2 . 3  S ig n i f i c an c e

Class  1 con ta in s  only  personal  nouns inc lud ing  names of

n a t i o n a l s .

2 . 1 . 2 . 4  Examples

(1) Miscellaneous personal  nouns

omufita "herdsman" p i . o v a f i t a  ( 2 )

omufuko "marr iageable  g i r l " ovafuko

omukongo "hunte r" ovakongo

omulodi "witch" ovalodi

omumati "youth" ovamati

omumbada "coward" ovambada

omunhu "person" ovanhu

omunongo "sage" ovanongo

omupofi "b l ind  person" ovapofi

omukulukadi "o ld  woman" ovakulukadi

(2) Names of  n a t i o n a l s

OnuAwanyama "Kwanyama person" p i . Ovakwanyama (2)

Omundonga "Ndonga person" Ovandonga

Omungadjela "Ngadjera person" Ovangadjela

Omundowishi "German" Ovandowishi

Omuingilisha "Englishman" O va ing i l i sha

Omukwambi "Kwambi person" Ovakwambi



2 . 1 . 3  Noun C l a s s  2

2 . 1 .3.1 Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel: / o /

Basic p r e f i x  : / v a -  ~ v - /

(1) The allomorph / o v - /  occurs with two vowel-commencing stems:

/ - a l l k a d i /  and / - e n e / :

o v -a l ik a d i  "women"

ov-ene "owners"

(2) The allomorph / o v a - /  occurs with a l l  o th e r  stems inc lud ing

vowel commencing stems o t h e r  than the  two stems noted above. For 

examples see 2 . 1 . 2 .4 .  and 2 . 1 . 2 . 1 .

2 . 1 . 3 . 2  Number

Class  2 nouns a re  a l l  p lu ra l  in number with c o r r e l a t i v e  

s in g u la r s  in c l a s s  1 .

2 . 1 . 3 . 3  S ig n i f ic an c e

Class  2 nouns have the  same s i g n i f i c a n c e  as those o f  c l a s s  1, 

see 2 . 1 . 2 . 3  above.



2 . 1 . 4  Noun Cl as s  l a

. . . .  '

2 .1 .4 .1  Morphology of the  p r e f i x

Basic p r e f i x :  /(?-/

There i s  no i n i t i a l  vowel in c l a s s  l a .  The pre f ix*  a ' z e r o '  e lem ent ,  

occurs with a l l  stems.

A number of  personal nouns commence in the  element / k a - /  

which i s  probably a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  a c l a s s  12 (noun)  p r e f ix :

kaume "male f r i e n d "  p i .  ookaume ( 2 b)

kahewa "female f r i e n d "  ookahewa

In Kwanyama, these  nouns govern c l a s s  1 concords,  excep t  

in  the  case  o f  the  p ossess ive  concord which i s  i d e n t i c a l  with t h a t  of  

c l a s s  12 :

kaume kange /k a -n g e /  "my (male) f r e in d "  

c t .  meekulu wange "my grandmother"

kaume otapopi " the  (male) f r i e n d  i s  speaking"

c t .  okakadona ( 1 2 ) otakapopi " the  g i r l  i s  speaking"

2 . 1 . 4 . 2  Number

Class  la  nouns a re  a l l  s i n g u l a r ,  and t h e i r  c o r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l s  

a re  in c l a s s  2 b.
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2 . 1 . 4 . 3  S i g n i f i c a n c e

This c l a s s  con ta in s  a l l  k insh ip  terms and proper  names, as 

well as terms f o r  many an im a ls ,  i n s e c t s  and b i r d s .

0 )  Kinship terms and o th e r  pe rsona l  nouns

kaume "male f r i en d "  p i . ookaume ( 2 b)

kahewa^ "female  f r i en d " ookahewa

k a d i n a ^ "namesake" ookadina

t a t e "my, our f a th e r " o o ta teCM 
i 

O X

"your f a th e r " 00X0

x e ^ " h i s ,  he r ,  t h e i r  f a th e r " ooxe

meme "my mother" oomeme

nyoko "your mother" oonyoko

ina " h i s ,  he r ,  t h e i r ,  mother" ooina

catemweno "my f a th e r - in - l a w " ootatemweno

meekulu "my grandmother" oomeekulu

(2) Proper names Note t h a t  the  p lu r a l s  may have an a s s o c i a t i v e

as well  as  a numerical s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  thus  ooHangula in d i c a t e s

Hangula and company/friends" as well as  more than one person with the

name Hangula.

* :

1 /  See 2 . 1 . 4 . 1 ,  p . 32. •

2 /  r e s p e r t 1^ , y ! W n a t 1 V e  f m S  ^  ™



Male names

Namxwi ka "Namxwika" p1. ooNamxWi ka (2b)

Hangula "Hangula" (boy born in  
the  morning)

ooHangula

Naindongo "Naindongo" ooNaindongo

Hautolonde "Hautolonde" ooHautolonde

Hedimbi "Hedimbi" ooHedimbi

Nambal ishita "Nambalishita" ooNambalishita

Nande "Nande" ooNande

Hailwa "Hailwa" (boy born a t  
time o f  war)

ooHailwa

> names

Naufiku "Naufiku" ( g i r l  born a t  
n ight)

ooNaufiku

Nangula "Nangula" ( g i r l  born a t  
dawn)

ooNangula

Shinomwenyo "Shinomwenyo" ( the  one 
with l i f e )

ooShinomwenyo

Nashilwa "Nashilwa" ( g i r l  born a t  ooNashilwa
time of  war)

I t  appears  t h a t  the  non-c lass  p r e f i x  / n a - /  occurs in the  

format ion of both  male and female names, whi le  / h a - /  i s  found only 

in male names* There a re  a few p a i r s  of  names such as Hangul a (male) 

and Nangula (female)  where the  p re f ix e s  d i s t i n g u i s h  the  sex gender o f  

the  name. The non-c la ss  p re f ix e s  / h a - /  and / n a - /  a l s o  occur as the  

i n i t i a l  s y l l a b l e s  in many terms f o r  l iv in g  c r e a t u r e s .

(3) Names of an imals ,  i n s e c t s ,  b i rd s

ndikuwute "small c r i c k e t "  p i .  oondikuwete ( 2b)

h a l i l o  "glow-worm" o o h a l i lo

naita lukunghu "dragonfly"  oonai ta lukunghu



nanghenge "sc rub-hare"  pi • oonanghenge ( 2 b)

nenibudu " la rge  Afr ican  g e r b i l " oonembudu

ndiba "hare" (gen . ) oondiba

nyamanyama "antbear" oonyamanyama

munghima "monkey" oomunghima

hanamanama "galago" oohanamanama

nanghwe "grey lo u r i e " oonanghwe

shimeshaudila "p a rad ise  whydah" ooshimeshaudila

naukuti " s e c r e t a r y  b i rd" oonaukuti

2 .1 .5  Noun Class 2b

2 .1 .5 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel: / o - /

Basic p r e f i x  : / o - /

ilihe p r e f i x  / o o - /  occurs  With a l l  stems; see 2 . 1 . 4 . 3  above.

2 . 1 . 5 . 2  Number

Class 2b nouns a re  p l u r a l , and t h e i r  c o r r e l a t i v e  s in g u la r s  

a re  in c l a s s  l a .

2 . 1 . 5 . 3  S ig n i f ic an c e

Class 2b nouns have the same s i g n i f i c a n c e s  as t h e i r  corresponding 

s i n g u l a r s .  Class 2b may s i g n i f y  an a s s o c i a t i v e  as well as  a numerical 

p lu ra l  in the  case of personal nouns. For examples see 2 . 1 . 4 . 3 .
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2 . 1 . 6  Noun C la s s  3

2• 1 . 6 . 1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - /

Basic p r e f ix  : /mu- ~ mw- -  m-/

The c l a s s  3 p r e f i x  has th re e  v a r i a n t s

/offl"/ occurs only with one stem which commences in the  

back vowel / o / :

om-ongwa Comoggwa: " s a l t "  p i .  eemongwa ( 1 0 - 3 )

~  omy-ongwa (4 )

This ailomorph i s  p robab ly  a t t r i b u t a b l e  to  the  allomorph /omw-/ 

Where the  underlying back g l id e  i s  d e l e t e d  be fo re  the  back vowel 

AV; (see  ( 2 ) below).

(2 ) /omw-/ occurs with a few stems commercing in the  f r o n t  

vowels / i » e , a : . Note t h a t  th e se  vowels a re  s h o r t ,  they do no t  un„ ,?-go 

the r e g u l a r  r u l e  of  vowel lengthening  (see  a l so  p .30) .

omw-iyo co m w i jo ]^  " t r a p "  

omw-ifi comwifi] "smoke"

p i . eemw-iyo (10-3)

omw-isha comwisa] "d inner time"  

omw-ilwa comwitwa] "sound of  w h i s t l i n g

omw-iya comwija] "thong" p l . omi-iya ( 4 )

* eemw-iya (10-3)

omw-ertgc comwegge] "sweet reed" omy-enge ( 4 )

eemw-enge (10-3)

1/ See footnote  1, p. 30 and a lso  Appendix i .
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omw-edi comwedi] "moonlight" —-

omw-enyo LomwenoD " s o u l , l i f e "  omy-enyo ( 4 )

. ' « eemw-enyo (10-3)

omw-andi comwand'n 11 sp.  o f  t r e e "  ; omy-andi ( 4 )

= eemw-andi (10-3) 

omw-ai Comvvai ] "gravy" —

(3) The v a r i a n t  /omu-/ occurs  with a l l  vowel commencing stems

o th e r  than those s p e c i f i e d  above in which case  the  r u l e s  of  g l id e  

formation and vowel lengthening  ope ra te  on the  under ly ing  VV sequence 

(see  1 . 3 . 8 ) .

/ omu-/ a l so  co-occurs  with a l l  consonant commencing s tem s , 

where the  p r e f ix  vowel / u /  d e l e t e s  and the  nasa l  becomes s y l l a b i c  

(see 1 .3 .1 0 ) .

Examples o f  /omu-/ With vowel commencing s tem s :

omuidi17 r o m w i i d i l  "grass"  p i .  omaidi (6 )

- o w i i d i =

omuala comwa:faD "breas tbone"  orniala ( 4 )

=omwaala=

omuamba [omwa:mba] " o v e rca s t  s u n r i s e "  omiamba ( 4 )

=omwaamba=

omuono Comwo;no 3 "snore" omiono (4)

=omwoono=

omuongo Comwo: 1390] "marula t r e e "  p i .  omiongo (4)

=omwoongo=

omuulu Cornu:Iud " th ick  bush" omiulu (4)

=omuulu=

1/  See foo tn o te  1, p. 30 and Appendix i .



Examples of  /omu- / with consonant commencing s tem s:

omutima comtima] "hear t" p i .  omitima

omupini compini] "handle" omipini

omuti cointi 3 " t ree" omiti

omute Comte] "ash"

pmukolo comkolo] "cough"

2 . 1 . 6 . 2  Number

Class 3 nouns a re  mostly  s i n g u l a r  in number,, with 

c o r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l s  in c l a s s  4. A few c l a s s  3 nouns,  no tab ly  those 

with the  /omw-/ allomorph o f  the  p r e f i x ,  have c o r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l s  in 

c l a s s  10-3 ( i . e .  by super im pos i t ion  o f  p r e f i x  c l a s s  10 on c l a s s  3 ) .  

Several  c l a s s  3 nouns a re  n e u t ra l  in number:

omukota "nose-b leeding"

ornufenu "smoothness"

omwifi "smoke"

omundjene "hea t  o f  f i r e "

o m u la lav i l i  "Milky Way"

omuxu "powder made from t r e e  bark"

2 . 1 . 6 . 3  S ig n i f i c an c e  .

Class 3 con ta in s  bo tan ica l  terms inc lud ing  the  names o f  

many t r e e s  and sh ru b s ,  as  well as severa l  anatomical terms and many

o th e r  misce l laneous  impersonal nouns. The c l a s s  3 p r e f i x  may a l so  

have a secondary f u n c t i o n ^  in the d e r iv a t io n  o f  Augmentatives and 

P e jo r a t i v e s  from o th e r  c l a s s e s  by s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  the  primary 

f u n c t io n 1^ bas ic  p r e f i x .
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(1 )  Ana tom ica l  t e rm s

omutima "hea r t "  Pi . omitima (4)

omunwe "finger" ominwe

omulungu " l ip " omilungu

omutwe "head" omi twe

omufipa "v e in ,  sinew" omifipa (4)

omukati " e l e p h a n t ' s  trunk" omikati

omunino "Windpipe" ominino

omupindi " th ig h ,  c a l f " omipindi

Botanica l  terms (names o f  t r e e s  and shrubs)

ornutundungu "wild se r inga"  P 

2 /Burkea a f r i c a n a

1 . omitundungu

omuuva "Transvaal teak"  

Pt.emcarpus anqo lens is

omiuva

omuongd "Marula t r e e "  

Sc le rocarva  c a f f r a

omi or,go

omuhdngo "Tambotie t r e e "  

Sp i ro s tachvs  a f r i c a n a

omihongo

omuolo "Yellow-wood t r e e " omiolo

Terminalia  s e r i c e a •

1/ The terms primary fu n c t io n  and secondary fun c t io n  a re  used as  in 
Fortune (1955).

2 /  All La t in  names f o r  botanical terms f r o m  Turvey e t a l ,  (1977).
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omufyaati "Mopane t r e e "  p i .  omifyaati  (4)

Colophospermum mopane 

omukwiyu " f ig  t r e e "  omikv/iyi

Ficus sycamorus 

omukwa "Baobab" omikwa

Adansonia d i g i t a t a

(3) Miscellaneous  impersonal nouns

omudo "year" p i . omido (4)

omufitu "bushveld" o m if i tu

omufya "crack" omifya

omukanda " l e t t e r " omikanda

omundilo " f i r e " omindilo

omungome "bread" omingome

omupepo "bellows" omipepo

omukala "passage in  an eumbo" omikala

omulongo "ten" omilongo

Augmentatives and p e j o r a t i v e  nouns

omungobe " l a r g e ,  annoying cow" pi . omi ngobe

< ongobe (9) "cow"

omundjaba "b ig ,  clumsy e lephan t" omindjaba

< ondjaba (9) "elephant"

omuxuxwa "ungain ly  chicken" oinixuxwa

< oxuxwa (9) "fowl"

omuhauto " la rg e  motor-car" omihauto

< ehauto (5) "motor-car"

omungulu " d i l a p id a t e d  house" omingulu

< ongulu (9) "house"
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2 . 1 . 7  Noun C l a s s  4

2 .1 .7 .1  I' , J logy of t h e  p re f ix

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - /

Basic p re f ix  : /mi-  my-/

(1) The v a r i a n t  /om y- /  occurs with a few stems commencing in the

f r o n t  non-high vowels / e , a / :

omy-enge comjegge]^ "sweet reed" p i . omw-enge ( 3 )

omy-enyo Comjeno: " l i v e s ,  sou ls"  omw-enyo

omy-andi [omjandi]  "sp.  o f  t r e e "  omw-andi

The stem vowel does not undergo leng then ing  in these  c a s e s , 

(see  a l s o  Appendix i ) .

(2) The allomorph / omi- /  occurs  with a l l  vowel commencing stems

o th e r  t ^ n  those  s p e c i f i e d  above. The phonetic r u l e  o f  g l id e  

fo rmation and vowel leng then ing  o p e ra te s  (see  1 . 3 . 8 ) .

/ o m i - /  a l so  precedes  a l l  consonant commencing stems (see  2 . 1 . 6 ) .

1/ See foo tno te  1, p. 30 and Appendix i .



Fvamnles of /n m i- /  with vowel commencing stems .(only stems 

commencing in  th e  vowels / a ,  o ,  u /  have been n o ted ,  but i t  

i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  o t h e r s  do o ccu r ,  see  c l a s s  1 (2 . 1 . 2 ) ) -

omia la1/ :om ja :£a :  "breas tbones"  sg.  omuala (3)

=omyaala=

omionde comjozndo] "camel thorn  t r e e s "  omuonde

=omyoonde=

omioyo comjo :jo] "seam, r i b "  omuoyo

=omyooyo=

omiulu comjuiXuJ " th i c k  bush a r e a "  omuulu

=omyuulu=

omiuni comju' .nii  "wild orange t r e e s "  omuuni

=omyuuni=

2 . 1 . 7 . 2  Number

Class  4 nouns a re  mos tly  p lu ra l  in  number with c o r r e l a t i v e  

s i n g u l a r s  in c l a s s  3.

2 . 1 . 7 . 3  S i g n i f i can ce

Nouns of  c la s s  4 have the same s ig n i f i c a n c e s  as the co rr e la t iv e

s in g u la r s  (see  2 . 1 . 6 . 3 ) .

2 . 1 . 8  Noun Class 5

2 .1 .8 .1  Morphology o f  the  p re f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel: / e - /

Basic pref ix  : / # - /

1/ see footnote  1, p. 30 and Appendix 1.



The p r e f i x  / e 0 - /  occurs with a l l  stems:

e -d i

e - fo

e - i

e-nyangwa

e-umbo

e-kondobolo

"beeswax",

" l e a f "

"egg"

"pumpkin"

"homestead"

"cock"

p i .  oma-di (6 ) 

oma-fo 

oma-i

oma-nyangv/a 

oma-umbo 

oma -kondobolo

2 . 1 . 8 . 2  Number

Class  5 nouns a re  mos tly  s i n g u l a r  in  number with c o r r e l a t i v e  

p l u r a l s  in c l a s s  5. There a re  a l s o  a few n e u t ra l  nouns in  c l a s s  5:

efudi

etondo

2 . 1 . 8 . 3  S ig n i f i c an c e

" f r o t h  on milk" 

"hat red"  < - to n d -a 'hate"

Class 5 con ta in s  miscel laneous  impersonal nouns and a few 

personal nouns,  ana comical terms and names o f  animals and a l s o  bo tan ica l  

terms ( e s p e c i a l l y  those o f  e d ib l e  p lan ts ) . .  A few nouns o f  t h i s  c l a s s  

which a re  de r ived  from e t h e r  c l a s s e s  by s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  the  noun 

p r e f i x  may have a p e j o r a t i v e  an d /o r  augmentative s i g n i f i c a n c e .

(T) Anatomical tiarms

e isho "eye"

eke "hand

ekasha "paw"

ekipa "bone

p i . omesho'// 

= omaisho 

omake 

omakasha 

omakipa

( 6 )

1/ See 2 .1 .9 .1  f o r  alloniorphy.
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( 2 )

(3)

(4)

ekofi "nape" p i . omakofi (6 )

eko] o " lap" omakolo

ekoto "navel" omakoto

elakusha " g i l l " omalakusha

epunga "lung" omapunga

evava "wing" omavava

Animal names

embungu "hyena" pl.omambungu (6 )

ekundukima "baboon" omakundukima

e Timalima "sp.  o f  bat" omalimalima

efona " c a s t r a t e d  goat" omafona

eu ta "puff -adde r" omauta

exuvi "owl" omaxuvi

etotongwe "cheetah" omatotongwe

engo "sp .  o f  b e e t l e " omango

Botanica l  terms

edo "sp.  o f  w a t e r - l i l y " p i ,  omado (6 )

ekunde "bean" omakunde

enuwa "water-melon" omanuwa

epungu "maize" omapungu

Miscellaneous personal  nouns

elenga "headman" pi V omalenga (6 )

e l a i " foo l" omalai

ep ip i "age mate" omapipi

ekeka "craftsman" omakeka
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Miscellaneous impersonal nouns

edi "beeswax" p i .  omadi (6 )

edu " s o i l , country"  omadu

ei "egg" omai

atango " sun ,  noon" omatango

eumbo "homestead" omaumbo

el aka " tongue ,  language" omalaka

e l i l a  " ro ad ,  path" omali la

epata  "women's enc losure  in omapata
homestead"

eonga " a s s e g a i ,  spear"  omaonga

Augmentatives and P e jo r a t i v e s

enhu " l a r g e ,  u s e le s s  person" p i .  omanhu ( 6 )

< omunhu ( 1 ) "person"

e t i  "block o f  wood" omati

< omuti (3) " t r e e "

epof i  " s t u p id  b l in d  person" omapofi

< omupofi(l)  "b l in d  person"

eku t i  " l a r g e  arrow" oinakuti

< o sh ik u t i  (7) "arrow"

ekwena " l a i r ,  den" omakwena

< omukv/ena (3) "hole"



: /

47

2 . 1 . 9  Noun C l a s s  6

2 . 1 .9.1 Morphology of the  p r e f ix

I n i t i a l  vowel: /o-V

Basic p r e f i x  : /ma- ~ me-/

( 1 ) /orne-/ occurs with the  stems / - s h o /  and / - v a /

-  omaisho 2/  "eyes" sg .  e i sho  (5)

"water" c f . owiva (14) "a l i t t l e  w ater

These two cases  may be a t t r i b u t a b l e  to a process  o f  vowel 

coalescence  which no longer  o pe ra tes  p ro d u c t iv e ly  in  the  language:

Class 6 nouns a re  mainly p lu r a l  with c o r r e l a t i v e  s i n g u la r s  In

c l a s s  6 nouns a re  n e u t ra l  in number (see  2 . 1 . 9 , 3 ) .

1/ These stems each have two a llomorphs ,  v i z . ,  / - i s h o  -  -sho/ and
/ - i v a  - v a / .  The second allomorph occurs  with  c l a s s  6 p r e f ix
/o m e- / ,  and th e  f i r s t  allomorph occurs  e lsewhere .

2 /  There is  no a p p a ren t  d i f f e r e n c e  in  meaning between the  two forms.

omesho c t ,  omaisho

omeva < * /om a- iva /

The stems / - i s h o /  and / - i v a /  both s t i l l  e x i s t

( 2 ) /oma-/  occurs in a l l  o t h e r  c a se s .

/om a- isho /  i s  a f r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e  to /ome-sho/.

2 . 1 , 9 . 2  Number

c l a s s e s  5,  .11, 1 2 , 14 and 15 (see  2 . 1 . 8 , 2 .1 ,1 5 ,  2 . 1 . 1 7 ,  2 . 1 . 1 8 ) .  Many
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2 . 1 . 9 . 3  S i g n i f i c a n c e

P lura l  nouns of  c l a s s  6 have the. same s i g n i f i c a n c e  as t h e i r  

c o r r e l a t i v e  s i n g u l a r s .  Neutra l  nouns in t h i s  c l a s s  inc lude  terms f o r

c o l l e c t i v e s  and mass q u a n t i t i e s  o f  s u b s t a n c e s s and f o r  a b s t r a c t  concepts

(1) Mass q u a n t i t i e s

omaadi " fa t"

omakaadi "meat f a t "

. omashini "milk"

omashikwa "bu t te rm i lk"

omeva "water"

omalodu "beer"

omaofi " th ick  milk"

omacngo "marula wine"

ornate " s a l iv a "

omaxu "urine"

(2) A b s t r a c t  concepts

omashindo 

omahopaelela 

omakeko 

omaxwili l i

"vexation' '

" im i ta t io n "

"fear"

"horror"
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2 . 1 . 1 0  Noun C l a s s  7

2 .1 ,10 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f ix

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - /

Basic p r e f ix  : / s h i -  ~ s h - /

The v a r i a n t  / o s h - /  occurs with a few stems commencing in the  

f r o n t  vowels / e , a / :

/ o s h i - /  occurs in a l l  o th e r  c a s e s .  When / o s h i - /  precedes vowel 

commencing stems o th e r  than those  s p e c i f i e d  above,  the  phone t ic  

r e a l i z a t i o n  r u l e  of g l i d e  fo rmation  and vowel leng then ing  o c c u r s , 

fol lowed by d e l e t i o n  o f  the  g l id e  as sequence s t r u c t u r e  c o n d i t io n s  

do not permit  p a l a t a l  consonants  to  be followed by the  high g l i d e  / y / 2 / :

osh-edi cosedi "chin" p i .  oy-edi c o j e d i ]  ( 8 )

" r iv e r -b ed "  oy-ana cojanali
f t  ■

"lower-jaw" oy-ama cojama]

"hea t  of  sun"

osh-ana Co^ana] 

osh-ama [oSama] 

osh-anga c a i

journey

=osheendo=

osh i -onge la  CoSoiggefa:  " g a l U n t r y "  o i -o n g e la  : o j o : n g e f a l

=oshoongel%=

1/ See foo tno te  1, p. 30 and Appendix i .

2/  see 1 .3 .8  f o r  a f u l l  d i s cu s s io n  of the  problem.
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o s h i - u d i f i l o  cosu :d i f iX o]  " p u lp i t "  p i • o i - u d i f i l o  Co;su : d i f i l o 0 

=oshuudif i lo= ,

oshi-unda cosuinda] " c a t t l e  enclosure"  oi-unda cojucnda]
# i i  A  *1

(No stems commencing in the  vowel / a /  have y e t  been recorded with 

p r e f i x  / o s h i - / ,  bu t  i t  i s  p o s s ib l e  t h a t  they  do o c c u r . )

2 . 1 . 1 0 . 2  Number

Class 7 nouns a re  mostly  s i n g u l a r  with  corresponding  p l u r a l s  

in  c l a s s  8  (see  2 . 1 . 1 0 . 3 ) .  A few nouns in t h i s  c l a s s ,  inc lud ing  a l l  

names o f  languages ,  a re  n e u t r a l :

oshifima " m i l l e t  porr idge"

oshidudu "speed"

o s h iy ee le  "mockery"

o s h i 1 undo "quickness"

oshikandela  "mixture  of  sour  and f r e s h  milk"

2 .1 .1 0 .3  S ig n i f ic an c e

Class 7 con ta in s  a l l  names Of languages ,  seve ra l  animal names, 

and miscel laneous  personal  and impersonal nouns.

(1) Language names

Oshikwanyama "Kwanyama language"

Oshishimba "Herero language"

Oshindonga "Ndonga language"

Oshinama "Nama language"

Oshingadje la  "Ngandjeia language"

Oshindowishi "German language"

O s h i in g i l i s h a  "English  language"



Animal names

oshikombo "goat" p i . oikombo (8 )

oshingulu "domestic pig" oingulu

osnihepepe "he-goat" oihepepe

oshihovo "young ox" oihove

oshinyevigele " l i z a r d " oinyengele

o s h in g h i l i "bush louse" o i n g h i l i

Personal nouns

oshingudu " c r ip p le " p i . oingudu ( 8 )

oshimhumba " s i s t e r ' s  ch i ld " oimhumba

o s h iv e l i " f i r s t - b o r n  c h i ld " o i v e l i

oshikwanambwiyu "twin" oikwanambwiyu

Impersonal nouns

oshikangv/a "po tsherds" p i . oi kangwa (8 )

oshikunino "garden" oikunino

o sh ik u t i "arrow" o i k u t i

oshivanda "antheap" oivanda

oshimwati "rod" oimwati

oshihauto "motor-car" o ihau to

osh i landa "beads" o i lan d a

oshilOnga "work, a f f a i r " oi longa

o sh ih a t i "reed" o i h a t i

osh ipa l  a "face" o ip a la
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2 . 1 . VI Noun Class 8

2 .1 .11 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - /

Basic p r e f ix  : / i -  ~ y - /

(1) The v a r i a n t  / o y - /  occurs  only with a few stems commencing 

in the  f r o n t  vowels / e . a / , ( s e e  2 .1 . 1 0 . 1 ) ,

(2) / o i - /  occurs  with a l l  o th e r  stems,  f o r  examples,  see 2 . 1 . 1 0 . 1 .

When t h i s  p r e f i x  precedes  vowel commencing s tems, the  phonetic  r e a l i z a t i o n

process  o f  g l i d e  formation and vc.vel leng then ing  takes  p la c e ,  see  1 .3 .8 .

2 .1 .1 1 .2  Number

Class  8 nouns a re  mainly p l u r a l , and t h e i r  c o r r e l a t i v e  

s in g u la r s  a re  in c l a s s  7 (see  2 . 1 , 1 0 . 3 ) .  A number o f  c l a s s  8 nouns 

a re  n e u t r a l :

o i ly a  

o i t i  

o ip ind i  

o i h e l e l e  

oikonene 

oixuna

2 .1 .1 1 .3  S ig n i f i c a n c e

Plu ra l  nouns in c l a s s  8 have the  same s ig n i f i c a n c e  as the  

c o r r e l a t i v e  s i n g u l a r s ,  and n e u t r a l  nouns in c lu d e  c o l l e c t i v e s  and terms 

f o r  a b s t r a c t  concep ts ,  see above. .

"sorghum"

"weapons"

" t rade"

"u n t ru s tw o r th in e s s"

"revenge"

" t ro u b le "
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2 .1 .12  Noun Class  9

2 .1 .1 2 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel: / o - /

Bas ic  p r e f i x  : /N - /

The b a s ic  p r e f i x  o f  c l a s s  9 i s  a n o n - s y l l a b i c  nasal  which 

i s  s u b j e c t  to  Rule 1 o f  nasa l  a s s i m i l a t i o n  ( 1 . 3 . 1 ) ,  b e fo re  stems

commencing in v o i c e l e s s  s tops  and voiced con t inuan ts  (see  (1) and (2)

below).  The p r e f i x  i s  d e l e t e d  in o t h e r  cases  (see  (3) below).

(1) When t h i s  p r e f i x  occurs be fo re  stems commencing in an

under ly ing  v o ic e l e s s  s to p ,  t h e  phonological  process  o f  stop 

d e l e t i o n  and nasal  devoic ing takes  p lace  (see 1 . 3 . 3 ) :

omhepo comepo: "wind, s p i r i t "  p i .  eemhepo (10-9)

< / - p e p - a /  "blow"

omhundja comund^ al  "steenbok" eemhundja

c f .  /oka -p u n d ja /  (12) "small steenbok" 

omhatela comatefa] " t r a d i t i o n a l  headdress"  eemhatela

< / - p a t e l - a /  "dress  t h e  ha i r"

onhana [ogana] " c a l f "  eenhana

c f . / o k a - t a n a /  (12) "small c a l f "  

onghwiyu conwiju] " f ig  f r u i t "  eenghwiyu

c f .  /omu-kwiyu/(3) " f i g  t r e e "

(2) I f  the  nasa l  precedes  stems commencing in a voiced non-nasal

c o n t in u a n t ,  s top  format ion takes  place  (see  1 . 3 . 2 ) .
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ombe

c f .

ondado

ombadje Combad^ e ]  " j a ck a l "  p i .  eembadje (10-9)

c f .  /okavand^ e /  (12) "small j a c k a l "

combe] " f r u i t  o f  b i rd  plum" eembe

/omu-ve/ (3) "bi rd-p lum t r e e "

[ondado] " t r a d e"  — •n n n

< / - l a n d - a /  "buy"

ondunga condugga] "palm-apple f r u i t "

c f .  /omu-lunga/ (3) "fan palm t r e e "

ondjabi Condg a b i ]  "payment"

< / -yam b-a /  "give"

eendunga

eendjabi

The nasal  p r e f ix  i s  d e l e t e d  before  a l l  o th e r  consonants .

ofino  /om - f in o / "gemsbuck" p l . e e f in o  (10'

o f e l e i s h o "eyebrow" e e f e l e i s h o

oskola "schoo l" eeskola

oshima " t u r t l e " eeshima

oshokoto "whip" eeshokoto

ohamba "ch ie f" eehamba

oholongo "kudu" eeholongo

oxumba "har tebees" eexumba

obor'i " th ic k  milk"

odi " f ly " eedi

odimbo " s t i c k " eedimbo

odula " ra in"

o d j u l i f i " longing"

omenye "springbok" eemenye

omwe "mosquito" eemwe

oneka "enamel mug" eeneka

onyamanyama "antbear" eenyamanyama

ona "louse" eena

ongadu "c rocod i l e " eengadu

1
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2 . 1 . 1 2 . 2  Number

Class 9 nouns a re  mostly s i n g u l a r  with c o r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l s  in  

c l a s s  10-9.  Several  c l a s s  9 nouns a re  n e u t r a l :

ond ja la  "hunger"

ondjawi "water in  which g ra in  i s  soaked"

omhindangolo "knock knees" 

ondado " t rade"

2 .1 .1 2 .3  S ig n i f i c a n c e

Class  9 con ta in s  many names o f  animals and f r u i t s ,  as well 

as  a g r e a t  number of  m isce l laneous  personal and impersonal nouns.

(1) Animal names

odi "sheep" p i .  eedi (10-9)

o d i l a " la rg e  b i rd" (gen .)  e e d i l a

ombwa "dog" eembwa

omhuku "mouse" eemhuku

ondje "scorp ion" eendje

onhoka "mamba" eenhoka

ondjabameva "hippopotamus" eendjabameva

onghambe "horse" eenghambe

ongwe "leopard" eengwe

omhanda "rh inoceros" eemhanda

ongolo "zebra" eengolo

onghima "monkey" eenghima

onghala "mongoose" eenghala

ond je la " s q u i r r e l " een d je la

ongh i l i " t o r t o i s e " e en g h i l i
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(2) Names o f  f r u i t s

ombe " b i r d  plum1' p i .  eembe (10-9)

ondunga "palm-apple" eendunga

onghwiyu " f ig "  eenghwiyu

ongeshwa " e d i b l e  bulb" eengeshwa

ongongo " f r u i t  o f  omuongo" eengongo

(3) Miscellaneous personal  nouns

onghwate " p r i so n e r "  p i .  eenghwate (10-9)

ondudu "d iv in e r"  eendudu

omhote "good-for  noth ing" eemhote

ombuvi "chain-smoker" eembuvi

onhondoki "runner" eenhondoki

onhoni "one who has k i l l e d  eenhoni
an enemy in war"

(4) Miscellaneous  impersonal nouns

odimbo " s t i ck" p i .  eedimbo (10-9)

ombiya "cooking-pot" eembiya

ombungu "reed" eembungu

omhya "chalk" eemhya

odindo "swel l ing" eedindo

ofingo "neck" eef ingo

omhafu "eyelash" eemhafu

omhando "ankle" eemhando

omhako "beer  s t r a i n e r " eemhako

omhindo "ca labash  water  scoop" eemhindo

omhele "knife" eembele



57.

2 .1 .13  Noun Class 10

2 .1 .1 3 .1  Morphology of  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel : / e - /

Basic p r e f ix  : / e - /

This p r e f ix  i s  superimposed as a p lu ra l  p r e f ix  to  the  

p r e f i x e s  o f  c l a s s  3 ( 2 .1 .6 )  and c l a s s  9 ( 2 . 1 . 1 2 ) .  The c l a s s  10

p r e f i x  does no t  occur on i t s  own in  Kwanyama.

2 .1 .1 4  Noun Class 10-9

2 .1 .14 .1  Morphology of  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel : / e - /

Basic  p r e f ix  : / e - /  ( c l a s s  10) + /N - /  ( c l a s s  9)

The noun p r e f ix  /eeN-/  of c l a s s  10-9 i s  a composite p r e f ix  c o n s i s t i n g  

o f  the  bas ic  p r e f i x  o f  c l a s s  10 / e - /  superimposed on the  c l a s s  9 

p r e f i x 1/ .  Phonological  p rocesses  a s s o c i a t e d  with the  c l a s s  10-9 

p r e f i x  a re  i d e n t i c a l  With those  o f  c l a s s  9 (see  2 .1 .1 2 .1 )

2 .1 .1 4 .2  Number

Class 10-9 nouns a re  mainly p lu r a l  with c o r r e l a t i v e  s in g u la r s  

in c l a s s e s  9,  11 and 3 (see  2 . 1 . 2 ;  2 .1 .1 5  and 2 . 1 . 6 ) .  A few c l a s s  

10-9 nouns a re  n eu t ra l  in  number:

1/  Cole (1967) .
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eemhandu "handclapping"

eemhata "argument"

eemhawe " h a i l "

eememo "sharpness"

eendima " c u l t i v a t i o n "

eenghono " s t r en g th "

eemhwengu "madness"

eemhofi "s leep"

2 .1 .1 4 .3  S ig n i f i c an c e

Glass 10-9 nouns have the  same s i g n i f i c a n c e s  as t h e i r  

c o r r e l a t i v e  s i n g u l a r s ;  f o r  examples,  see 2 .1 .1 2 ;  2 .1 .1 5  a \ , : 2 . 1 . 6 .  

Glass 10-9 a l so  con ta ins  a few miscel laneous  impersonal nouns and 

terms f o r  a b s t r a c t  concepts ;  see above.

2 .1 .15  Noun Class  11

2 .1 .15 .1  Morphology of  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - /

Basic p r e f i x  : / l u -  ~ lw- /

The allomorph / o l w - /  occurs with a few stems commencing in 

the  f r o n t  vowels / i , e , a / :

Olw-ishi c o lw i s i ]  " r i c e "  p i .  omalwishi (6-11)

olw-iyo COfwijo] "earthenware pot" omalwiyo

olw-enya colwena] " fe a th e r"  omalwenya

olw-ani cofwani] " fe rm enta t ion"  —



No lengthen ing  of  the  stem vowel takes  place  in  these  c ase s ,  

/ o l u - /  occurs with a l l  o th e r  vowel and consonant commencing stems. 

There i s  c a t e n a t io n  o f  vowels with / u /  commencing stems* and in the 

case  of o th e r  vowel commencing stems* the  r u l e  o f  g l id e  format ion and

"song" p i .  omaluimbo (5-11)

vowel lengthening  o p e ra te s  (see  1 . 3 . 8 ) :

olu-imbo1' [ofwi:mbo]

=olwiimbo=

o l u - i k i l i d i  c o l w i : k i l i d i 3

" = o l w i i k i l i d i =

olu-endo [olwerndo]

=olweendo=

olu-amhati  cofwa:matin

=olwaamhati=

o lu -od i  cofwo:di]

=olwoodi-

o lu -ond je  co£wo:nd^ e]

=olwoondje=

o l u - u l i  co£u:jCin

olu-umbo [ofu:mbo]

" f a m i l i a r i t y "  -

" journey"  omaluendo

"s ide"  omaluamhati

" b a t t l e "  omaluodi

"v /a lk ing-s t ick"  omaluondje

"wooden b i t  o f  ornaluuli 
harness"

"round of omaluumbo
ammunition"

1/ See fo o tn o te  1, p. 30 and Appendix iV



/ o l u - /  with consonant commencing stems:

olusheno

olunguto

olumbungu

oluhoni

olukaku

2 .1 ,1 5 ,2  Number

" e l e c t r i c  l i g h t / c u r r e n t "

"spoon"

"reed"

"grass"

"shoe"

p i .  omalunguto (6-11) 

omalumbungu 

eehoni (10-9)

= omaluhoni (6-11) 

eenghaku (10-9)

Nouns o f  c l a s s  11 a re  mainly  s i n g u l a r  with c o r r e l a t i v e  

p l u r a l s  in c l a s s e s  10-9 or 6-11.

Severa l  c l a s s  11 nouns a re  n e u t ra l  in number:

oluv&ndje

olundibo

olumbololo

oluhodi

olungu

2 .1 .1 5 ,3  S ig n i f i c an c e

"whey"

"beads used in  omupitakano necklace"

"type o f  porr idge"  

"sadness"

"chaff"

Class 11 con ta in s  terms f o r  a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t s , severa l  anatomical 

terms, and o th e r  miscel laneous  impersonal nouns.

(1) Anatomical terms

olududi

o lu tu

oluwewe

olunyala

o lupa t i

"body ha i r"  

"body"

" fo n ta n e l l e "  

" n a i l i  claw" 

" r ib "

p i ,  omalududi (6-11) 

omalutu 

omaluwewe 

eenyala  (10-9) 

eemhati
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oluhamama 

o lu f ip a  

olupanda

(?.) A b s t r a c t  concepts

olupe "appearance"

olukakelo  " tendency to be d i r t y "

olungoneno " tendency to  be weak o r  th in"

olushekunino "tendency to  miss e a s i l y  in shooting '

Miscellaneous impersonal nouns

olupanda " f lo o r" p i .  omalupanda (6-1

c lu v a la "colour" omaluvala

olukoolo " r a k e 1 omalukoolo

o lupa le " courtyard" omalupale

o luka la "passage" omalukala

o lu f indo " la d le " omalufindo

o l u t a l a "bed" omalutala

olungano " f o l k t a l e " eengano (10-9)

olungodo "copp.'.r ankle  ring" eengodo

2 .1 .16  Noun Class  12

2 .1 .16 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

" jaw" p i .  eemhamama (10-9)

"sinew" e e f ip a

"cheek" eemhanda (10-9)

= omalupanda (6-11)

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - / , 

Basic p r e f i x  : / k a - /



/ o k a - /  occurs with a l l  stems.:

oka-anda

oka-onga

oka-ulu

oka-u ta

oka-tana 

oka-shandje  

oka-mbishi 

oka-kungungu

"g ra in  basket"

" j a v e l in "

"small bone"

" s t r i n g e d  ins t rument"  
( l i t .  "small bow")

"young ca l f "

" f i n g e r  piano"

"ca t"

"small work pa r ty"

p i . oma-anda (6) 

oma-onga 

oma-ulu • 

ou -u ta  (14)

ou- tana

ou^shandje

ou^mbishi

ou-kungungu

2 .1 .1 6 .2  D er iva t ion  o f  nouns from o t h e r  c la s s e s

J /The c l a s s  12 noun p r e f i x  may he used in  secondary fu n c t io n  

to  d e r iv e  nouns from o th e r  c l a s s e s , b y  th e  s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r ,  or  

super im pos i t ion  on the  p r im ary - func t ion  c la s s  p r e f i x .  (The c o r r e l a t i v e  

p lu ra l  p r e f ix e s  have the  same secondary fun c t io n  as c l a s s  12.)

i f(1) / o k a - /  i s  superimposed on the  p r im ary - func t ion  p r e f i x , o i

c l a s s  3 and o f  some c l a s s  9 nouns(which occur w i thou t  i n i t i a l  vowel):

oka-mw-isha (12-3)

< omw-isha (3)

oka-mu-ti  (12-3)

< omu-ti (3)

oka-mu-pini (12-3)

< omu-pini (3)

oka-mu-konda (12-3)

< omu-konda (3)

"small meal" 

"meal"

"small t r e e "  

" t r e e "

"small handle '  

"handle"

"small kn i fe"

H L> Vi 4 -Pri

p i . ou-mw-isha (14-3)

ou-mu-ti

ou-mu-pini

ou-mu-konda

i'

1/ For tune (1955),



oka-mu’-ndilo (12-3)

< omundilo 

oka-ndunga (12-9)

< ondunga (9)

oka-ndjaba (12-9)

< ondjaba (9)

oka-mhadi (12-9)

< omhadi (9)

p i .  ou-mu-ndilo (14-3)"small f i r e "

" f i r e "

"small palm apple"  ou-ndunga (14-9)

"palm apple"  c f .  omu-lunga (3)

"small e lephan t"  ou-ndjaba  (14-9)

"elephant"

"small foo t"  ou-mhadi (14-9)

"foot"

(2) / o k a - /  i s  s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  the p r im ary - fu n c t io n  p r e f i *  of  

Other c l a s s e s  .( inc lud ing  some c l a s s  9 nouns):

"small j a c k a l "

” I'*

oka-vandje

< ombadje (9) 

oka- tana

< onhana (9)

oka-kombo (12)

< oshi-kombo (7) 

oka-fo  (12)

< e - f o  (5)

oka-lengwena "sub-headman"

/oka -  leng - wena/ inc ludes  the  d imuni t ive  s u f f i x  /-wena/

< e - lenga  (5) "headman"

"small c a l f "  

" c a l f "

"small g o a t ,  kid" 

"goat"

"small l e a f "

p i .  ou-vandje  (14)

ou- tana

ou-kombo

ou-fo

ou-lengwena

:

2 .1 .1 6 .3  Numbar

Class 12 nouns a re  mostly  s i n g u l a r  in number with c o r r e l a t i v e  

p l u r a l s  in  c l a s s  14. A few c la s s  12 nouns have t h e i r  p l u r a l s  in  c l a s s  6 

(see  2 .15.1  above)♦
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few nouns ane n e u t ra l  in number:

okayambu

okakoko

quickness"  

eye d i s e a s e

2 .1 .1 6 .4  S ig n i f i c a n c e

Class 12 (where the  p r e f i x  i s  in  primary fu n c t io n )  con ta ins  

ceverdl terms f o r  an im als ,  i n s e c t s  and b i r d s ,  and a lso  many 

m isce l laneous  personal and impersonal nouns.

Nouns der ived  from o th e r  c l a s s e s  by th e  secondary fu n c t io n  

of  / o k a - /  have a d im inut ive  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Derived nouns i n d i c a t i n g  

animals or persons may s i g n i f y  young, immature, small s ize*  o r  l e s s e r  

s t a t u s  ( in  the  case  of p e r so n s ) .  For examples o f  d im unit ives  see

2 .1 .1 6 .2  above.

(1) Animal names

o k a f i f i "sp. of b i rd"  

"hedgehog"

"sp .  Of small b e e t l e "  

"sp .  o f  ba t"

p i .  o u f i f i  (14)

o k an ik i fa

okafi l°ngonyo

o k a n d i l i l i

okapuka

okapundja

inset  t"  (gen.)

small steenbok

o un ik i fa

oufilengonyo

o u n d i l i l i

ououka

oupundja

(2) Miscellaneous personal  and impersonal nouns

okaana

okakadona

"ch i ld"

"namesake"

"maiden"

p i . o u n o n a^  (14) 

oudina 

oukadona

1/ This stem has two allomorphs /-ana ~ - n o n a /w h ic h  occur  with the  
p re f ix e s  o f  c l a s s e s  12 and 14 r esp e c t iv e ly .



okahanana "small baby" p i .  ouhanana (14)

oka l inga  " f in g e r  r ing"  oulinga

okambale "small baske t"  . oumbale

okaanda "g ra in  baske t"  omaanda (6)

okasho lopa t i  "lower r i b "  ousholopat i

okani " p e s t l e "  ouni

okanipula  " f i s h h o o k "  ounipul a

' 2 .1 .1 7  Noun Class 14

2 .1 .17 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - /

Basic p r e f i x  : / u -  ~ v/-/

(1) The allomorph /ow-/. with under ly ing  g l i d e  occurs  with some 

stems commencing in  the  f r o n t  vowels / i , e , a / :

ow-iva cowivai1/' "a l i t t l e  water" c f .  omeva (6) "water"

QW-engo Cowe^go] " n i c o t in e  l i q u id "  p i .  omawengo (6-14)

ow-ato cowato] "bark canoe" omawato (5-14)

The stem vowel does not undergo leng then ing ,

(2) The p r e f i x  / o u - /  occurs  with a l l  vowel commencing stems

and with a l l  consonant  commencing stems. The phonet ic  r e a l i z a t i o n  ru l e

1/ See foo tn o te  1, p . 30.
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of g l i d e  formation and vowel leng then ing  ope ra tes  with vowel 

commencing stem (see  1 .3 .8 )  (only stems commencing in / i , e /  have - 

been recorded ,  bu t  o th e rs  may p o s s ib ly  o ccu r ) ;

Examples of  / o u - /  with vowel commencing stems

ou-i  cowi: ]  " e v i l "  p i . omaui comawi; ]  (6-14)

=owii=

o u - in g a  c o w i :gga l  "poverty"

=owiinga=

ou-enda cowe:nda] "journey" omauendaComawe:ndan* " nn ■
=oweenda=

Examples o f  / o u - /  with consonant commencing stems

ou-d io  "poison" p i .  omaudio (6-14)

ou-nyenye "sweetness"

ou- lad i  "courage" —

2 .1 .1 7 .2  Number

Class 14 con ta ins  a few s i n g u l a r  nouns with c o r r e l a t i v e  p l u r a l s  

in c l a s s  6-14, and a lso  p lu ra l  nouns whose c o r r e l a t i v e  s i n g u la r s  are  in 

c l a s s  12, see 2 .1 .1 6 .  Many neu t ra l  nouns inc lud ing  terms f o r  a b s t r a c t  

concepts  and c o l l e c t i v e s  a l so  occur in t h i s  c l a s s .

2 .1 .1 7 .3  Concordia! agreement of  c l a s s  14

S ingu la r  and n e u t ra l  nouns of  c l a s s  14 govern c l a s s  14 

concordia l  agreements .  P lu ra l  nouns with a c l a s s  14 noun p r e f ix  

have concordia l  agreements o f  c l a s s  2 in  a l l  cases which in e f f e c t
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means t h a t  these  nouns a re  a su b -c la s s  o f  c l a s s  2 K These p l u r a l s

are, des igna ted  s e p a r a t e l y  in  the  v a r ious  t a b l e s  as c U  14 p i .

a l though they a re  i d e n t i c a l ; w i t h  those o f  c l a s s  2. S in g u la r  and

n e u t r a l  noun agreements a r e  ' c l .  14 s g . ' :

S i n o u l a r / n e u t r a l

ouladi wange /w a - /  "my courage"

oudjuu aushe / u - /  " a l l  the  d i f f i c u l t y

Oudjuu o taukaka la  unene / u - /  "The d i f f i c u l t y  w i l l  be g rea t"

P lu ra l

ounona vange / v a - /

ounona aveshe / v e - /

Ounona o t a y a d j a l a  / v a - /

2 .1 .1 7 .4  S ig n i f i c an c e

Class  14 c o n ta in s  terms f o r  a b s t r a c t  concep ts ,  c o l l e c t i v e s ,  

and a few miscel laneous  impersonal nouns- The c l a s s  14 p r e f i x  a l so  

occurs  as a secondary -func t ion  p r e f i x  in  the  d e r i v a t i o n  o f  d im inu t ives  

from o th e r  c l a s s e s  where i t  i s  the  p lu r a l  o f  c l a s s  12 forms 

(see  2 .1 .1 6 ) .

-
( I )  A b s t rac t  concepts  and c o l l e c t i v e  terms

o u t a l a l a  "co ld  weather"

ouf iye  "sadness"

oufiona "poverty"

oukaume " f r i e n d s h ip "

oukukutu " s t  s s '

o u f i l a  "gra in"

oufiku "n igh t"

"my c h i ld ren"

" a l l  the  ch i ld ren"

"The c h i ld re n  a re  d re s s ing"



oulu lu  " b i t t e r n e s s "

oulungu " th ievery"

oudu " s ickness"  p i .  omaudu (6-14)

(2) Miscellaneous impersonal nouns

outa "bow" Pi- omauta (6-14)

ouhamba "palace"  omauhamba

owato "canoe" omawato

2 .1 .1 8  Noun Class 15

2 .1 .1 8 .1  Morphology o f  the  p r e f i x

I n i t i a l  vowel : / o - /

Basic p r e f ix  : /k u -  ~ kw-/

(1) The allomorph /okw-/ occurs only with one stem commencing

in the  f r o n t  non-high vowel:

okw-enye^ "dry season" pi • oma-kw-enye (6-15)

(2) / o k u - /  occurs with a l l  o th e r  vowel and consonant commencing

s tem s . The phonetic  r u l e  of g l i d e  formation  and vowel leng then ing  

op e ra te s  when stems commence in  vowels o th e r  than /u  /  in  which case 

the re  i s  simple c a te n a t io n  of vowels (see  1 . 3 . 8 ) :

1/ See fo o tn o te  1, p. 30 -nd Appendix i .
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o k u - i n g i d a ^ cokwi : nd i ' t o  s h o u t "

=okwiingida=

oku-ima

=okwiima-

oku-efa

=okweefa=

oku-ehela

=okweehela=

oku-amena

-okwaamena-

oku-anya

=okwaanya=

oku-ona

=okwoona=

oku-ondoka

=okv/oondoka:

oku-uda

oku-umba

cokwi:ma]

cokwe:fa:

[okwe:hefa]

cokwa:mena3n

cokwamai

c o k w o : n a ]n

cokwo:ndoka3nn

Cokuidann

Coku:mba3

"to  bear  f r u i t "

" to  allow"

"to  beseech1

' to  p ro te c t "

' t o  re fu se

to  g rowl , snore"

"to  become f a t

" to  hear"

"to  shoot"

4.11

. 1 . 1 8 . 2  Number

Class 15 nouns a re  main ly  n e u t r a l  in number* but th e r e  are  

a l s o  a few s i n g u l a r  nouns with corresponding  p l u r a l s  in c l a s s  6.

2 . 1 . 1 8 . 3  s i g n i f i c a n c e

Class 15 con ta ins  a l l  p o s i t i v e  and nega t ive  verbal i n f i n i t i v e s ,  

and a l s o  a few anatomical terms and names of seasons :

1 /  See  f o o t n o t e  1,  p . 30 and Appendix  i .
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(1) Anatomical terms

okutwi "ear"  p i . omakutwi (6-15)

okuoko "arm" omaoko (6)

okuulu "leg" omaulu (6)

okulombo " r a in y  season (December - April )

okufu "win te r"  (May -  August)

okwenye "dry season" (September December)

(2) Verbal I n f i n i t i v e s  ( a l l  n e u t r a l )

okutunga "to  c o n s t r u c t ,  sew

okukolola " to  cough"

okupindika " to  b a r t e r "

o k u taa f ina " to  chew"

okutanguna " to  scold"

okulya " to  ea t"

Okulwa " to  f i g h t "

okulonga " to  work"

okuekama "to open the  mouth

okualuka " to  re tu rn "

2 1.19 Locatives  : Noun Classes  16, 17 and 18

P re f ix e s  Of c l a s s e s  16, 17 and 18 in d i c a t e  l o c a t io n  a t ,  o r  

i n ,  or motion to ,  in to  o r  from something o r  someone.

There a re  no l o c a t i v e  stems as such, bu t most s u b s ta n t iv e s  

(nouns,  a b so lu t e  pronouns,  dem o n s t ra t iv es ,  independent q u a l i f i e s t i y e s )  

may occur as l o c a t iv e  bases .
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2 .1 .19 .1  Morpholog ica l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  l o c a t i v e  p r e f i x e s

The vowel o f  the  lo c a t iv e  p r e f ix  i s  d e le t e d  when i t  precedes

noun p r e f ix e s  t h a t  have an i n i t i a l  vowel,  bu t  the  l o c a t iv e  p r e f i x

vowel i s  n o t  deleted before consonant commencing bases ,  or before vowel
- >

commencing a b so lu te  pronouns and dem o n s t ra t iv es ,  The phonetic

r e a l i z a t i o n  ru le  o f  g l id e  fo rmat ion  and vowel lengthening  op e ra te s  a t
... v

the  boundaries  of  l o c a t i v e  p r e f i x  and these  l a t t e r  vowel commencing oases

komuti /ku - o - m u - t i /  " to  th e  t ree"  

cf. okamuti / o - k a - m u - t i /  "small t r e e "

( th e  i n i t i a l  vowel o f  the  noun p r e f i x  i s  de le ted*  and the  vowel of
*

p r e f i x  /k a -7  i s  r e t a in e d )

kuove ckwoivei " to  you"

( p r e f i x  vowel i s  r e t a i n e d  with g l i d e  fo rmation  and lengthening),

k u ta te  / k u - t a t e /  " to  my f a th e r "

(consonant commencing b a s e ) .

2 .1 .1 9 .2  Grammatical agreement o f  l o c a t iv e  c l a s s e s

Locatives  govern a s e t  o f  grammatical agreements as do o th e r  

noun c l a s s e s ;  l o c a t i v e s  do no t  fun c t io n  as o b je c t s  in  a sen tence ,  

th e r e f o r e  th e re  a re  no o b j e c t  p r e f ix e s  f o r  t h e se  c l a s s e s .  There a re  no

possess ive  concords f o r  these  c l a s s e s  e i t h e r .

2 .1 .20  Noun Class 16

2 .1 .20 .1  P r e f ix  / p u - /

In Kwanyama (as a l s o  in Ndonga and Kwambi), t h e  p r e f ix  vowel

f o r  c l a s s  16 i s  / u / ,  un l ike  most o th e r  Bantu languages where the
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p r e f i x  vowel i s  / a / .  The vowel / a /  appears  in the  grammatical 

agreement concords.

/ p u - /  i s  p re f ix e d  to a l l  bases ,  with d e l e t i o n  o f  the  p r e f i x  vowel 

be fo re  the  i n i t i a l  vowel of nour bases ;  be fo re  o th e r  vowel commencing 

bases  vowel leng then ing  and g l i d e  formation takes  p lace .

(1) Noun base

p u - t a t e  

< t a t e  ( l a )  

pu-kaume

near  f a t h e r

" f a th e r "

nearby the  f r i en d "

< kaume ( l a )  " f r i e n d "

pu-Hainghono " to  Hainghono"

< Hainghono ( la )

p-omuti < /pu -om ut i /  " a t  the  t r e e "

< omuti (3) " t r e e "

p-omukulunhu < /pu-omukulunhu/ "with the  big person"

t r e e

< omukulunhu (1) "big  person"

(2) Possess ive  base

pu-yaye iia t  h i s  (home)

< yaye

(3) AbsolLite pronoun base

puame cpwa:me] « c p y a i m e ] ^  "with ( a t )  me 

< ame ( 1 s t  person s i n g u la r )

1/ See foo tno te  1> p • 30 and Appendix i .
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puove [pwo:ve] "with ( a t )  you"

< ove (2nd person s in g u la r )  

pufye "with us"

< fye ( 1 s t  person p l u r a l )

puvo "with ( a t )  them"

< vo ( c l a s s  2)

(4) Demonstrative base

puai [pwa:1] « C p ^ a i i :  (9) " a t  t h i s  ( s i d e ) " 1/

< / a  ~ e i /  ( 1 s t  p o s i t i o n )

puao cpwa:o] (9) " a t  t h a t  ( s id e ) "

< /ao  ~ oo/ (9) (2nd p o s i t io n )  

puaenya cpwa:ena] " a t  these  (dams)"

< /aenya ~ enya/ (16) (3rd  p o s i t i o n )

2 .1 .2 0 .2  Number

Class 16 nouns a re  n eu t ra l  in number.

2 .1 .2 0 .3  S ig n i f ic an c e

Class 16 i n d i c a t e s  l o c a t i o n ,  a c t i o n  or  motion ' a t ,  n e a r ,  

n ea rb y , t o ,  from, o n 1 the  o b j e c t  denoted by the  l o c a t i v e  base:

pefimbo e l i  " a t  t h a t  time"

ponghele " a t  th a t ,  place"

pomeva " a t  the  Water"* t
Oikuni o i l i  pedikb . "The wood i s  on the  hear th"

Eedi o tad iuya  petemba "The sheep come to  (near) the  trough"

Okwafi i la  ornate pedu "He s p a t  on the  ground"
Vo ovafikama pombinga e i  "They a re  s tanding  on t h i s  s ide"

 .........   -■    ■-■■■.. ........................ ;  ........................... :  :  r ? , . .

1/ See 2 .3 .2  f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  demonst ra t ive  al lomorphs.
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2.1,21 Noun Class 17

2 .1 .21 .1  P re f ix  / k u - /

/ku~/  i s  p re f ix e d  to  a l l  bases ;  the  vowel o f  the  p r e f i x  i s  d e le t ed  

before  vowel commencing nouns; be fo re  o th e r  vowel-commencing b ase s ,  

g l i d e  fo rmat ion  and vowel lengthening  take  p la ce .  -

(1) Noun base

k u - t a t e  " to  my f a th e r "

< t a t e  ( l a )  " f a th e r "

ku-E l ia  "to E l ia"

< E l ia  ( l a )

k-omatemba "to th e  water  troughs"

< omatemba (6)  "water t roughs

k-ovanhu "towards the people"

< ovanhu (2) "people"

k-ombelewa "to the  of  r ice"

< ombelewa (9) " o f f i c e "

k-omatango " a t  midday"

< omatango (6) "noon, suns"

(2) Independent q u a l l f i c a t i v e  (P osses s ive )  base

ku-yetu  "towards our ( o f f i c e ) "

< yetu  (possess ive )

ku le tu  "to our (homestead)"

< l e tu

kufye "to us"

< fye "us"

kuove ckwotve] " to  y o u " ( sg . )

< ove "you"
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(3) Absolute pronoun base

ku-ame ckwaimeD^ "to me

< ame ( 1 s t  person s i n g u la r )

ku-ye 

< ye  (1)

to

(4) Demonstrative base

kuau u k w a ru ]^  " to  t h i s  one ( d i s t r i c t )  

< /au  ~ o u /  (3) ( 1 s t  p o s i t i o n ) 2^

kuao ckwa:o] " to  t h a t  one"

<• / a o >  od/ (3) (2nd p o s i t i o n )  

kuawinya ckwai winaa "to t h a t  one yonder"

< /awinya ~ winya/ (3) (3rd p o s i t i o n )

2 . 1 . 2 1 . 2  Number

Class  17 nouns are  a l l  n e u t r a l .

2 .1 .2 1 .3  S ig n i f ic an c e

Class 17 i n d i c a t e s  l o c a t i o n ,  a c t i o n ,  o r  movement " a t ,  i n ,  

i n t o ,  f r o m " something which i s  r e l a t i v e l y  d i s t a n t .

Ookaume otavayandje  oinima ihapu "The f r i e n d s  give  many th ings  to  
k u ta te  my f a th e r "

Vo otaveuya komukunda oo "They are  going to t h a t  d i s t r i c t "

keumbo

kuvo

kohamba

Eengobe o t a d i i  komatemba 

Ovadya keembinga ad ishe

" to  the c h ie f "

"The c a t t l e  go to  the  troughs 

"They came from a l l  s id e s "

" to  them"

"to  the  homestead"

1/  See f o o t n o t e  1,  p.  30 and Appendi x  i .

2 /  See 2 , 3 . 2  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  a l l omor p i i s
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