
S e x - r o l e  t h e o r i s t s  h a v e  a ^ s o  s t u d i e d  the w a y  s c h o o l s  

e n c o u r a g e  the n o t i o n s  of r o l e s  p l a y e d  by d i f f e r e n t  

s e x e s  in the w o r k p l a c e .  In t e r m s  of f u t u r e  a s ­

p i r a t i o n s  it h a s  b e e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  g i r l s  ar e s o ­

c i a l i z e d  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  that  the r o l e s  of w i f e  

a n d  m o t h e r  are i m p o r t a n t ,  a n d  b o y s  *re s o c i a l i z e d  

to h a v e  c o n f i d e n c e  in t h e i r  o w n  c o m p e t i t i v e  s t r e n g t h  

an d  to be a c t i v e  in the w o r k p l a c e  ( H e n r i c k s e n ,

1 98 1).  In t h i s  w a y ,  the s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  

is p e r p e t u a t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d .  In fa c t ,  in h er  

d i s c u s s i o n  on the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  c l a s s -  

s p e c i f i c  an d  s e x - s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  H e n r i c k s e n  

( 19 81 ) s ay s t h a t  b o t h  boy s'  an d g i r l s '  s e x - s p e c i f i c  

r o l e s  are c o m m o n  a c r o s s  c l a s s  b o u n d a r i e s .  Boys 

k n o w  as c h i l d r e n  t h at  w h e n  t h e y  g r o w  up t h e y  m u s t  

get a job an d  w i l l  n e e d  to p r o v i d e  for a f a m i l y .

G i r l s  l e a r n  th it  p r e s t i g e  fo r t h e m  can  be a c ­

q u i r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  o wn  w o r k ,  b u t  that it is m o r e  

l i k e l y  th at  t h e y  w i l l  a c q u i r e  s t a t u s  t h r o u g h  m a r r i a g e  

to a h i g h  s t a t u s  ma n.  H e n r i c k s e n ' s  c o m m e n t s  p o i n t  

to the fact  t h a t  b o y s  may  a c c e p t  the idea  that  

m e n ' s  j o b s  o f t e n  r e q u i r e  t h e m  to m o v e  e i t h e r  a w a y  

f r o m  the f a m i l y  u n i t  by w o r k i n g  s h i f t s  or n e e d i n g  

to w o r k  in d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s ,  or m o v i n g  on a t r a n s ­

fer b e c a u s e  it i m p l i e s  p r o m o t i o n .  H e n r i c k s e n ' s  

a r g u m e n t  a t t e m p t s  to t h r o w  s o m e  l i g h t  u p o n  the 

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of g i r l s  (and in p a r t i c u l a r ,  w o r k i n g -  

c l a s s  g i r l s ) ,  and she a r g u e s  tha t g i r l s  f e e l  a



g r e a t e r  s e n s e  of o b l i g a t i o n  to the f a m i l y  and 

t h e i r  c a r e e r s  do n o t  t a k e  p r e c e d e n c e  o v e r  t h a t  

n o t i o n .

L i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  w h o  w o r k  w i t h i n  r o l e - t h e o r y  

b e l i e v e  th at  g i r l s  w i l l  be a b l e  to f r e e  t h e m ­

s e l v e s  of the r e s t r i c t i o n s  i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e m  w h e n  

t h e y  are g r a n t e d  the s a m e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  as b o y s  

( fo r  e x a m p l e  see B y r n e ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  In t h i 3  w a y  t h e y  

w i l l  e n j o y  e q u a l i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o w e r  of q u a l i ­

f i c a t i o n s .  As m e n t i o n e d  in c h a p t e r  on e,  thi s 

e q u i t y  is s e e n  as b e i n g  p o s s i b l e  w i t h i n  the e x ­

i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of c a p i t a l i s m .  L i b e r a l  

f e m i n i s t s  h a v e  s h o w n  a d e e p  c o n c e r n  w i t h  i n e q u i t y  

a n d  h a v e  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on i n d i v i d u a l s  in s c h o o l s  

in an a t t e m p t  to b r i n g  a b o u t  e q u a l i t y  of o p p o r ­

t u n i t y  a l b e i t  w i t h i n  the e x i s t i n g  f r a m e w o r k  of 

c a p i t a l i s m .

T h e  l i b e r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  has  o f f e r e d  i n s i g h t s  i nt o 

the n a t u r e  and e x t e n t  o£ i n e q u a l i t y  as w e l l  as 

p r o v i d i n g  u s e f u l  e v i d e n c e  for t h o s e  s t u d y i n g  

p a t r i a r c h a l  f o r m s  of c o n t r o l  in s c h o o l i n g .  Th e 

s c h o o l  ca n be s e e n  as not o n l y  a s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  

bu t  o ne s u i t e d  to m a l e  i n t e r e s t s  ( L o f t u s ,  19 74) 

a nd a m e a n s  by w h i c h  w o m e n  a re  q u a l i f i e d  to a 

l i f e t i m e  of s e r v i c e  and d o m e s t i c i t y .
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H o v e v e ;  s e x - r o l e  t h e o r y  d o e s  h a v e  w e a k n e s s e s .  T h e  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  of t he  a n a l y s i s  h a v e  

b e e n  h i g h l i g h t e d  (se e A r n o t ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  T h e  t h e o r y  

d o e s  not t r a c e  r o o t s  of g e n d e r  d i f f e r e n t i a ­

t i o n ;  it m e r e l y  a s s u m e s  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  e x ­

i st s.  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  the t h e o r y  d o e s  n o t  e x p l a i n  

w h y  g a n d e r  has t a k e n  the f o r m  it h a s ;  it a s s u m e s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  i n v e s t i g a t e s  the g e n e r a l i t y  of one 

s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of g e n d e r  a n d  g e n d e r  d i f f e r e n c e  

an d  the s u c c e s s f u l  a c q u i s i t i o n  by e a c h  g e n e r a t i o n  

t h a t  f o l l o w s  of th e d e f i n i t i o n  of m a s c u l i n i t y  an d 

f e m i n i n i t y .  S e c o n d l y ,  s«.x-role t h e o r y  is s o m e w h a t  

o v e r - s i m p l i f i e d  in that s o c i a l i z a t i o n  is 

s e e n  in too  g e n e r a l  a w a y .  For e x a m p l e ,  it 

d o e s  not t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  that  g i r l s  are

s o c i a l i z e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  for / a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ;

g i r l s  ha ve  d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d s  or 

c u l t u r e s ,  and g i r l s  c o m e  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  

c l a s s e s  a n d  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  a f f e c t  the ’s u c c e s s ’ 

of s o c i a l i z a t i o n  b e c a u s e  some g i r l s  w i l l  be e x ­

p e r i e n c i n g  c o n f l i c t .  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  the s c h o o l  

a nd f a m i l y  m a y  be in m a j o r  c o n f l i c t  for 

c h i l d r e n  so one c a n n o t  a s s u m e  th at  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  

is t a k i n g  p l a c e . M o r e o v e r ,  the s e x - r o l e  t h e o r y  

is i n d i v i d u a l l y  b a s e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  s o c i a l l y  or 

h i s t o r i c a l l y  b a s e d .  It t e n d s  to see the p r o b l e m  

l y i n g  w i t h i n  the i n d i v i d u a l ;  it is w i t h i n  the 

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  m e a n s  to c h a n g e  the s i t u a t i o n  of



i n e q u a l i t y  a n d  this  l e a d a  to a " b l a m e  the v i c t i m  

n o t i o n  ( K e s s l e r  e t . a l .  1985:  35)

B e c a u s e  of the p r o b l e m s  w i t h  the n o t i o n  of h o w  

sex r o l e s  are a c t u a l l y  a c q u i r e d ,  s . x - r o U  t h e o r y  

ca n be c r i t i c i z e d  as not p r o v i d i n g  s u f f i c i e n t  

e x p l a n a t i o n .  Th e  a c q u i r i n g  of c e r t a i n  c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s  and r o l e  m o d e l s  is 

t r e a t e d  too s i m p l y .  C a n  the " v i c t i m " ,  that 

i». the gi rl  at s c h o o l  be b l a m e d  fo r the se x  

r o l e s  she has a c q u i r e d ?  S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  

h a v e  a c t e m p t e d  in t h e i r  c r i t i q u e  of s e x - r o l e  

t h e o r y ,  to a d d r e s s  the r e a s o n s  for g e n d e r  i n ­

e q u a l i t i e s  in s o c i e t y  and  e d u c a t i o n .

S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  in e d u c a t i o n  (see e x a m p l e  

W o l p e ,  1981; D e . m ,  1 9 78  and  M a c D o n a l d / A r n o t ,

1981) a c k n o w l e d g e  a p a t r i a r c h a l  s y a t e m  of 

o p p r e s s i o n  but c h e y  c r i t i c i z e  r a d i c a l  and 

l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s e s  for b * i n g  a h i s t o r i c a l  and 

l e a v i n g  u n e q u a l  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  u n e x p l a i n e d .

S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  in e d u c a t i o n  use r e p u o d u c -  

t i o n  t h e o r y  as a m e a n s  to e x p l a i n  g e n d e r  i n ­

e q u a l i t i e s  in e d u c a t i o n  and t h i s  t h e o r y  is 

k n o w n  as the p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  pe r s pe c t i ve (A r n o  t , 1981).

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  t h e o r y

T h e  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  m o d e l  is the s e c o n d  of 

the two m o d e l s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r  in t h i s  c h a p t e r .
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P o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  t h e o r i s t s  a t t e m p t  to e x p l a i n  

r e p r o d u c t i o n  of g e n d e r  i n e q u a l i t i e s  and t h e r e ­

f o r e  lo ok  at the r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  c a p i t a l i s m  

a n d  s c h o o l i n g  as w e l l  as h o w  the r e l a t i o n s  of 

c a p i t a l i s m  an d p a t r i a r c h y  a re  e x p r e s s e d  in 

s c h o o l s  to r e p r o d u c e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  of c l a s s  and 

g e n d e r .  M a j o r  t h e o r i s t s  in th is  p e r s p e c t i v e  

a re W o l p e  ( 1 9 7 6 ) ,  M a c D o n a l d  ( 1 9 8 1 a  and 1 9 8 1 b ) ,

D e e m  (1978) and A r n o t  ( 1 9 8 1 ) .

M a d e l e i n e  MacDo. - 1d (1 981) h a s  d e s c r i b e d  m a j o r  

f o c u s e s  of s o c ’ ». ’ ‘. f e m i n i s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e ­

s e a r c h  ar d in h e r  a r t i c l e ,  " S c h o o l i n g  a n d  the 

R e p r o d u  .on of C l a s s  an d G e n d e r  R e l a t i o n s "

( 1 9 8 1 ) ,  s a y s  t h a t  w i t h i n  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t he  r e l a t i o n s  

of c l a s s  a n d  g e n d e r  take a u n i q u e  fo r m .  T h e y  

a r e  u n i t e d  t h r o u g h  the m a i n t e n a n c e  of c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  in w h i c h  m a l e  d o m i ­

n a n c e  is p e r p e t u a t e  I . A l s o ,  b i o l o g i c a l  r e p r o ­

d u c t i o n  o c c u r s  w i t h i n  the f a m i l y  m o d e :  a p a t r i a r ­

c h a l  h o u s e h o l d  w h i c h  is m o n o g a m o u s  and a p p l i e s  

the d o m e s t i c  s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r .

M a c D o n a l d  b e l i e v e s  that c l a s s  an d g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s  

ar e  c l o s e l y  i n t e r w o v e n  so tha t it is p r o b l e m a t i c  

to set t h e m  a p a r t  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c  c o m ­

b i n a t i o n .  T h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  f o r m s  of m a s c u l i n i t y  

a n d  f e m i n i n i t y  c a n n o t  r e m o v e d  f r o m  th e m a t e r i a l
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b a s i s  of p a t r i a r c h y ,  n o r  c a n  t h e y  be d i s a s s o ­

c i a t e d  f r o m  th a  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e .  M a c D o n a l d  

a r g u e s  tha t o n e  of the m a j o r  r e a s o n s  for  the 

r e p r o d u c t i o n  of tl'e m a l e  a n d  f e m a l e  w o r k f o r c e  

is th e r e p r o d u c t i o n  of a d o m e s t i c  d i v i s i o n  of 

l a b o u r .  W o m e n ' s  p o s i t i o n s  are d e t e r m i n e d  

a l o n g  b i o l o g i c a l  l i n e s  a nd t h us  the w o r k f o r c e  

is o r g a n i z e d  a l o n g  the l i n e s  of s e x  s e g r e g a ­

t i o n .  B e n e a t h  th is  lies a c o n c e a l e d  i d e o l o g y  

of s e x  d i f f e r e n c e s .

T h e  u n d e r l y i n g  e m p h a s i s  in s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  is t h a t  this i d e o l o g y  c a n n o t  be 

a c c e p t e d  as n a t u r a l ;  it is p e r p e t u a t e d  by s o c i e t y .  

C l a s s - b a s e d  d e f i n i t i o n s  of m a s c u l i n i t y  and 

f e m i n i n i t y  are  t r a n s m i t t e d  in the f a m i l y  and 

the s c h o o l ;  t h e r e  a l s o  e x i s t s  a s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  

of l a b o u r .  T h i s  s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  is 

w h a t  g i v e s  s e x - j e g r e g a t e d  i d e o l o g y  its i m p e t u s  

an d it is r e i n f o r c e d  t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  a g e n c i e s  

of the s t a t e .

A r n o t  a r g u e s  that the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  the 

f a m i l y  and the s c h o o l  and the s c h o o l  and w a g e d  

l a b o u r  are the i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  w i t h i n  the c o n ­

t e x t  of e d u c a t i o n .  T n i s  a l s o  i n v o l v e s  l o o k i n g  

at w o m e n ' s  d u a l  l o c a t i o n .  F i r s t l y ,  w o m e n  p l a y  

an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  as c h e a p  l a b o u r  p o w e r  in the



w o r k f o r c e  w i t h i n  the e x i s t i n g  f r a m e w o r k  of 

c a p i t a l i s m .  S e c o n d l y  w o m e n  are e x p e c t e d  to t a k e  

p r i m e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t he  f a m i l y ,  t h u s  p l a y i n g  

an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in the s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of the 

h o m e .  A r n o t  t h e r e f o r e  l o c a t e s  two a r e a s  of r e ­

s e a r c h ;  the a n a l y s i s  of the h i s t o r i c a l  n a t u r e  

of s t a t e  i d e o l o g y  a n d  the p r o v i s i o n  of w o m e n ' s  

e d u c a t i o n ,  an d  the a n a l y s i s  of the r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  e d u c a t i o n  a nd  the d u a l  l o c a t i o n  of w o m e n .

In A r n o t ' s  a r g u m e n t ,  the b o u r g e o i s  i d e a l  of the 

f a m i l y  c o n s t i t u t e s  a w i f e  w h o  is the h o u s e k e e p e r  

a n d  m o t h e r ,  a n d  a h u s b a n d / fa t h e r  w h o  e a r n s  the 

w a g e s .  She a r g u e s  t h a t  the a t t e m p t  of the b o u r -  

g e o i s  i d e o l o g y  is to w i n  the  c o n s e n t  of p e o p l e  

to ' w h i t e ,  m a l e  b o u r g e o i s  d o m i n a n c e  . T h i s  t i e s 

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  M a c D o n a l d ' s  a r t i c l e ,  S c h o o l i n g  

a n d  the P e p r o d u c t i o n  of C l a s s  and G e n d e r  R e l a t i o n s  

( 1 9 8 1 a ) ,  in w h i c h  she d i s c u s s e s  the c o n c e p t  of 

' b o u r g e o i s  h e g e m o n y ' .  T he  c o n s e n t  of m e n  is 

g a i n e d  to a d e f i n i t i o n  of m a s c u l i n i t y  w h i c h  i n ­

v o l v e s  t h e i r  g o i n g  out to w o r k  and b e i n g  r e s p o n ­

s i b l e  for t h e i r  h o m e s  and f a m i l i e s  by  p r o v i d i n g  

f i n a n c i a l l y  fo r th e m ,  thu s o f f e r i n g  a d e g r e e  o£ 

s e c u r i t y  and p r o t e c t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  w o m e n  c o n s e n t  

to be k e e p e r s  of the h o m e  or to be i n v o l v e d  in 

o c c u p a t i o n s  w h i c h  r e q u i r e  l i t t l e  r e c o g n i s e d  s k i l l .  

T h e s e  j o b s  *re r e g a r d e d  as s e c o n d a r y  in s t a t u s  w i t h
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l o w  i n c o m e ;  the  r e a s o n  for t h i s  is the a c c e p t e d  

n o t i o n  t h a t  w o m e n  a l s o  h a v e  d o m e s t i c  c o m m i t m e n t s  

w h i c h  are r e g a r d e d  as p r i o r i t y ;  t h u s  w o m e n ' s  d u a l  

r o l e  is o n c e  a g a i n  e v i d e n t  h e r e .  A r n o t  a r g u e s  

t h a t  the d o m i n a n t  p a t t e r n  of e d u c a t i o n  is g e a r e d  

t o w a r d  t h e s e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  of s e x  d i f f e r e n c e s ;  

w h i c h  b r i n g s  us m o r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to s o m e  of the 

d e b a t e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  e d u c a t i o n .
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In s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  e d u c a t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e ,  the 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  g e n d e r  an d  e d u c a t i o n  an d  the 

l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  ha s  a l s o  i n v o l v e d  a n a l y s e s  d o m i ­

n a t e d  by an A l t h u s s e r i a n  n o t i o n  of r e p r o d u c t i o n  

of the l a b o u r  f o r c e .

T h e  d e b a t e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  this v i e w p o i n t  s w e l l  

as the r e p r o d u c t i o n  t h e o r y  of B o w l e s  a n d  G i n t i s  

h a v e  b e e n  i n f l u e n c i a l  an d u s e f u l  in s o c i a l i s t  

f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  A l t h u s s e r  a r g u e s

t h a t  so me  a p p a r a t u s e s  of the s t a t e  o p e r a t e  p ri  

m a r i l y  by r e p r e s s i o n  ( l i k e  the a r m y  or p o l i c e )  

a n d  o t h e r s  o p e r a t e  by i d e o l o g y  ( l i k e  the f a m i l y  

a n d  the e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m ,  for e x a m p l e ) .  In 

c o n t e m p o r a r y  c a p i t a l i s m  the d o m i n a n t  i d e o l o g i c a l  

s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s  is the e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  in w h i c h  

s c h o o l s  d r i l l  c h i l d r e n  in the r u l i n g  i d e o l o g y .



A l t h u s s e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  s o c i e t y  r e p r o d u c e s  i t s e l f  

p a r t l y  t h r o u g h  i d e o l o g y .  S o c i e t y  m u s t  r e p r o ­

d u c e  its s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  and 

s c h o o l s  h e l p  to do t h is.  S c h o o l s  are s e e n  as 

d o m i n a n t  i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  a p p a r a t u s e s  in c a p i ­

t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  a n d  the l e v e l s  of s c h o o l  i n v o l v e ­

m e n t  as w e l l  as the c o n t e n t  of s u b j e c t s  i m p a r t  

a p a r t i c u l a r  i d e o l o g y .  I d e o l o g y  i n t e r p e l l a t e s  

p e o p l e  i n t o  a k i n d  of s u b j e c t i v e n e s s  and  it p r e ­

s c r i b e s  h o w  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  r e s p o n d .  In t h is  w a y  

a c e r t a i n  i d e o l o g y  is s e c u r e d  as we"'  as the 

p o s i t i o n  of a d o m i n a n t  s o c i a l  g r o u p ;  t h u s  s c h o o l s  

u n d e r  c a p i t a l i s m  h e l p  to p e r p e t u a t e  an d s e r v e  

r u l i n g  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .

B o w l e s  a n d  G i n t i s  (1 976 ) h a v e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  the 

h i d d e n  c u r r i c u l u m  of s c h o o l s  an d b e l i e v e  that 

s c h o o l s  c o r r e s p o n d  s t r u c t u r a l l y  w i t h  the w o r k ­

p l a c e  by r e p r o d u c i n g  the s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of 

c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n .  Th e  s t u d e n t s  t h e m s e l v e s  

as w e l l  as t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o w a r d s  t e a c h e r s ,  

w o r k  and an y  o t h e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of a u t h o r i t y  and 

c o n t r o l  r e f l e c t  the h i e r a r c h i c a l  d i v i s i o n  of 

l a b o u r  w i t h i n  the w o r k p l a c e .

B o t h  W o l p e  (1 981) and D e e m  ( 1 9 7 8 )  h a v e  u s e d  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  as a p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e  in t h e i r  

e x p l a n a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  g e n d e r  a nd  e d u c a t i o n .
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W o l p e  h as a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e r e  is a d i v i s i o n  of 

l a b o u r  w i t h i n  the f a m i l y  and  this  is p a r a l l e l e d  

by the s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  in e m p l o y m e n t  

w h e r e  w o m e n  o c c u p y  the s e c o n d a r y  s e c t o r  of the 

l a b o u r  m a r k e t .  T h e s e  two a r e a s  are c l o s e l y  

l i n k e d  an d the e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  p r o m o t e s  the 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  of b o t h .  Th e e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  

p l a y s  a m a j o r  p a r t  in the p r o d u c t i o n  and r e ­

p r o d u c t i o n  of the i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  D e e m  

h as  a r g u e d  th at  the s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  

is r e p r o d u c e d  w i t h i n  e d u c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  th is  

d i v i s i o n  is e s s e n t i a l  to c a p i t a l i s m .  D e e m  has 

e x t e n d e d  A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  to c o v e r  the s e x u a l  

d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  a n d  h as  a r g u e d  t h a t  thi s 

d i v i s i o n  f o r m s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of c a p i t a l i s t  

r e l a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  it e n s u r e s  the r e p r o d u c t i o n  

of a g e n d e r - d i v i d e d  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  T h i s  s e x u a l  

d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  is a l s o  e v i d e n t  in the s c h o o l .

O t h e r  t h e o r i s t s  lik e M a c D o n a l d  ( 1 9 8 1 a )  an d A r n o t  

( 1 9 81 ) h a v e  l o o k e d  at the w a y s  s c h o o l i n g  is i n ­

v o l v e d  in the p r o c e s s e s  of l e g i t i m a t i o n  a nd  h e n c e  

of r e p r o d u c t i o n  of c l a s s  a nd  g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s  

u n d e r  c a p i t a l i s m .  A r n o t  has l o o k e d  at the d u a l 

l o c a t i o n s  of f a m i l y  and w o r k  for w o m e n  as w e l l  

as m en . A r n o t  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  the s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  

for a s o c i o l o g y  of g e n d e r  e d u c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be 

w i t h i n  the p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m y  p e r s p e c t i v e  b e c a u s e
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it r e l o c a t e s  the i s s u e  of g e n d e r  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

in e d u c a t i o n  i n t o  its s o c i a l  a n d  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

of e x i s t e n c e  and c a n  r e l a t e  the s t r u c t u r i n g  of the 

s c h o o l  a n d  its p r o d u c t s  to the s t r u c t u r i n g  of the 

l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  a n d  d o m e s t i c  life.

H a v i n g  l o o k e d  b r i e f l y  at w h a t  the t h e o r i e s  of 

A l t h u s s e r  and B o w l e s  a nd  G i n t i s  a t t e m p t  to do, 

t he q u e s t i o n  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  as to h o w  far t h e s e  

t h e o r i e s  h e l p  to e x p l a i n  g e n d e r  i n e q u a l i t i e s  in 

s o c i e t y  an d  e d u c a t i o n .  S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  l i k e  

B a r r e t t  (1980) a nd D a v i d  ( 1 978 ) h a v e  a r g u e d  t h a t  

b o t h  B o w l e s '  and G i n t i s '  an d A l t h u s s e r ' s  a n a l y s e s  

a re g e n d e r - b l i n d .  The f o r m e r  r e c o g n i s e  a l i t t l e  

of the s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  in the r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p s  of the s c h o o l  but t h e y  see the f a m i l y  p l a y ­

in g a m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  in p r o d u c i n g  t h e s e  

d i v i s i o n s .  C o m m e n t i n g  on B o w l e s '  a n d  G i n t i s '  

t h e o r y ,  D a v i d  (1 978 ) p o i n t s  out t h a t  t h e y  do not 

se e the s c h o o l  as r e p r o d u c i n g  g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s  

a n d  t h e y  do not e x p l a i n  h o w  s c h o o l s  p r o v i d e  

d i f f e r e n t  e x p e r i e n c e s  for d i f f e r e n t  g e n d e r s .

B a r r e t t  (1 980 ) p o i n t s  out in h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  

of w h e t h e r  an A l t h u s s e r i a n  a p p r o a c h  ro r e p r o d u c ­

t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s m  can  p r o v i d e  an a n a l y s i s  of 

the r e p r o d u c t i o n  of g e n d e r  d i v i s i o n ,  that  the 

' s u b s t a n c e '  of A l t h u s s e r ' s  a r g u m e n t  w o u l d  n e e d  to
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be m o d i f i e d  in p r o f o u n d  w a y s  for it to be of u se  

to f e m i n i s t s .  B a r r e t t  p o i n t s  ou t th at  t he  t h e o r i e s  

of c l a s s  a n d  c l a s s  r e p r o d u c t i o n  a re no t  a u t o m a t i ­

c a l l y  t r a n s f e r a b l e  to c o n c e p t s  of g e n d e r .  To 

s i m p l y  a r g u e  f r o m  an A l t h u s s e r i a n  p l a t f o r m  that 

g e n d e r  d i v i s i o n  m a y  be u n d e r s t o o d  or e x p l a i n e d  

in the e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  as it i j e x p l a i n e d  in 

t e r m s  of the r e p r o d u c t i o n  of the  s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  

of l a b o u r  and r e l a t i o n s  of d o m i n a n c e ,  w o u l d  be 

p r o b l e m a t i c .  A l t h u s s e r ’s t h e o r y  t a k e s  p l a c e  w i t h i n  

the c o n t e x t  of the r e p r o d u c t i o n  of c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  

an d  no t the r e p r o d u c t i o n  of g e n d e r .  B a r r e t t  t h e r e ­

f or e c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  f e m i n i s t s '  u s e  of A l t h u s s e r ' s

w o r k  m u s t  d e p e n d ,  11 ...... u p c n  a r e s o l u t i o n  of

the q u e s t i o n  of the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of w o m e n  and m e n  

(qua w o m e n  and m e n )  to the c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  

( 1 9 8 0 : 1 2 4 )

B a r r e t t  f e e l s  t h a t  the n o t i o n  t h a t  w o m e n  h a v e  a 

d u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to the c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  is p e r t i ­

n e nt .  T h e  e d u c a t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  tha t a w o m a n  

r e c e i v e s  by v i r t u e  of h e r  c l a s s  b a c k g r o u n d  v’ill 

c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  the p o s i t i o n  she w i l l  o c c u p y  

in the l a b o u r  f o r c e .  A c c o r d i n g  to B a r r e t t ,  the 

d u a l  c h a r a c t e r  of w o m e n ' s  c l a s s  p o s i t i o n s  ca n be 

s e e n  in the p r o c e s s  of e d u c a t i n g  a w o r k f o r c e  w h i c h  

is d i v i d e d  by b o t h  c l a s s  and g e n d e r .  B a r r e t t  

t h e n  g o e s  on to d i s c u s s  the r e p r o d u c t i o n  of g e n d e r
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d i v i s i o n  a nd  a m e d i a t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to the w a g e  

as w e l l  as the i m p o r t a n c e  of the e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  

in s e c u r i n g  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .

A r n o t  ( 19 81 ) a l s o  do es  n o t  a g r e e  th at  on e  ca n  

a p p l y  A l t h u s s e r ' s  a n a l y s i s  e q u a l l y  to the r e p r o ­

d u c t i o n  of c l a s s  and g e n d e r  r e l a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  

s he b e l i e v e s  tha t A l t h u s s e r ' s  e m p h a s i s  is on c l a s s  

d o m i n a t i o n  and no t on p a t r i a r c h a l  i d e o l o g y  and 

t he  w a y  it is t r a n s m i t t e d  in the s c h o o l .

It is i m p o r t a n t  to n o t e  at this p o i n t  t h a t  w h a t  

M a r x i s t  f e m i n i s t s  are a t t e m p t i n g  to do is to l o c a t e  

s c h o o l i n g  in a w i d e r  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  a nd  r.o r e l a t e  

p a t t e r n s  of g e n d e r  e d u c a t i o n  to the s t r u c t u r e  of 

th e l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  and the s t r u c t u r e  of the f a m i l y  

w i t h i n  the c a p i t a l i s t  m o d e  of p r o d u c t i o n .  T h u s  

the s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  is the c e n t r a l  c o n ­

c e p t  of t hi s a n a l y s i s  in w h i c h  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  

s p e c i f i c i t y  of f o r m s  of g e n d e r  d i v i s i o n  is r e c o g ­

n i s e d  (see for e x a m p l e  A r n o t ,  1 9 8 1 ;  D e e m ,  1 9 7 8  

a n d  W o l p e , 1 9 8 1 a ) .  The  p o l i t i c a l  e c o n o m v  p e r s p e c ­

t i v e  is f i r m l y  r o o t e d  w i t h i n  an e c o n o m i c  and 

i d e o l o g i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  w h i c h  m a k e s  this t h e o r y  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  s e x - r o l e  t h e o r y :

.......  b l a m e  for the p r e s e n t  i n e q u a l i ­

t i e s  of e d u c a t i o n  of w o m e n  ...... c a n ­

no t be lai d s o l e l y  at. t.he d o o r  of



e d u c a t i o n a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  e d u c a ­

t i o n a l i s t s  a nd  e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  

m a k e r s ;  th>? c a p i t a l i s t  m o d e  of 

p r o d u c t i o n ,  the f a m i l y ,  and the 

r o l e of w o m e n  in the s e x u a l  d i v i ­

sio n of l a b o u r  are a l s o  c r u c i a l  

f a c t o r s .

( D e e m ,  1 9 7 8 : 1 2 7 )

D e e m ' s  p o s i t i o n  as m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  d e r i v e s  

f r o m  A l t h u s s e r ' s  a n a l y s i s  in w h i c h  he a r g u e s  tha t 

c a p i t a l i s m  s e c u r e s  its d o m i n a n c e  b y  r e p r o d u c i n g  

its l a b o u r  p o w e r  and r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  

w h i c h  a l s o  e n t a i l s  the r e p r o d u c t i o n  of s u b m i s s i o n  

to the r u l e s  of the e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r .  O n e  w a y  

t h i s  is d o n e  (.which h as  b e e n  b r i e f l y  t o u c h e d  

u p o n )  is b y  i d e o l o g y  and the i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  

a p p a r a t u s e s ;  t h i s  l e a d s  to a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of 

i d e o l o g y  and the i m p o r t a n c e  of its o p e r a t i o n  

w h i c h  is c e n t r a l  to the a r g u m e n t  of this r e ­

s e a r c h .

Hartaiann (1981) in he r  d i s c u s s i o n  on the i d e o l o g i  

ca 1 c l i m a t e  of p a t r i a r c h y  ha s a r g u e d  that the 

i d e o l o g y  of se x d i f f e r e n c e s  or a p p r o p r i a t e  g e n d e r  

b e h a v i o u r  is a set of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  w h i c h  h as  

a material, b a s e  in w h i c h  t h e r e  a re  h i e r a r c h i c a l  

r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  m e n  and s o l i d a r i t y  a m o n g  t h e m



w h i c h  e n a b l e  t h e m  to c o n t r o l  w o m e n .  R u b i n  (1975) 

w h i l e  c o m m e n t i n g  on th e s e x - g e n d e r  s y s t e m  sa y s :

(it is) t h e  set of a r r a n g e m e n t s  by 

w h i c h  a s o c i e t y  t r a n s f o r m s  b i o l o g i c a l  

s e x u a l i t y  i n t o  p r o d u c t s  of h u m a n  

a c t i v i t y  a n d  in w h i c h  t h e s e  t r a n s ­

f o r m e d  s e x u a l  n e e d s  are s a t i s f i e d .

( R u b i n ,  1 9 7 5 : 1 5 9 )

B o t h  t h e s e  i d e a s  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  the n o t i o n  of p o w e r  

or c o n t r o l .  T h i s  r e l a t e s  b a c k  to the n o t i o n  that  

i d e o l o g y  s e c u r e s  the p o s i t i o n  of d o m i n a n t  s o c i a l  

g r o u p s  - it s e r v e s  r u l i n g  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .  ± u 

the s a m e  wa y,  the i d e o l o g y  of g e n d e r  s e r v e s  or 

s e c u r e s  the p o s i t i o n  of m a l e s  in one s e n s e ,  as 

w e l l  as s e c u r i n g  or e n s u r i n g  the n o t i o n  t h a t  s e x e s  

are d i f f e r e n t  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  ac t  an d b e h a v e  in 

d i f f e r e n t ,  a p p r o p r i a t e  ways . T h e  a p p a r a t u s e s  

w h i c h  h e l p  to p r o m o t e  t h e s e  n o t i o n s  c a n  be s e e n  

as the f a m i l y  a n d  the s c h o o l .

Wo 1 pe (1981) a r g u e s  t h a t  s c h o o l s  i m p l i c i t l y  a c c e p t  

the d o m i n a n t  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  of the s o c i e t y ;  t h e y  

are g u i d e d  by t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  a s s u m p t i o n s .

The i d e o l o g y  p r o v i d e s  the l e g i t i m a t i o n  of v a r i o u s  

a c t i o n s ,  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  forms of t e a c h i n g  tha t

go to m a k i n g  up the s c h o o l  in its e n t i r e t y ;  it
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