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1 The term was coined by Archbishop Desmond Tutu and used by Nelson Mandela. It refers to South Africa’s 
composition by people from multiple cultures and backgrounds, and signals the call to come together as South 
Africans, moving away from a society where people are divided based on their race. The term ‘rainbowism’, 
used by academics and political commentators, alludes to the rainbow nation as a political project of 
reconciliation that to a greater or lesser extent requires the legacy of past divisions, specifically racial 
inequality, to be downplayed, and reconciliation and nation-building to be foregrounded, in the interests of 
national unity. 
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2 The quote is taken from an interview with Canadian journal Nardwuar The Human Serviette following Timmy 
Thomas’s return to fame in 2016 after his song “Why Can’t We Live Together?” was sampled by hip hop singer 
Drake in his international hit song “Hotline Bling”. Interview: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iVGMmEJrUiQ 
3 Jaworski and Thurlow (2010) define a semiotic landscape as “any (public) space with visible inscription made 
through deliberate human intervention and meaning making.” (2003: 2) 
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4 This approach will be discussed in more details in section 2.3 
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5 The current South African constitution states in its section on languages (chapter 1 – section 6): “Recognising 
the historically diminished use and status of the indigenous languages of our people, the state must take 
practical and positive measures to elevate the status and advance the use of these languages.”  
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6 Bantu refers to the ethnic groups speaking languages of the Bantu family, dominant in southeast and 
southern Africa. In South Africa, isiZulu and isiXhosa are the most widely spoken Bantu languages. 
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7 The author sets himself within the field of LL but considers non-linguistic signs for his data. 
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8 King and Flynn focused only on Constitution Hill and never mentioned Marshalltown. 
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9 See section 3.2 
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10 Lou (2016) however points to the limits of geosemiotics when looking at “the connection (and movement) 
across spaces” as in the example of “talking about the US presidential campaign while having dinner in a 
neighbourhood pizza joint” (2016: 33). She compensates by combining the geosemiotic framework of the 
Scollons (2003) with notions of flow and scale. 
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11 British Broadcasting Corporation 
12 http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-22554709 
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13 This section will introduce Pennycook and Otsuji‘s (2015) notion of smellscape as a way to investigate the 
multisensory aspect of place semiotic, focusing on the smells and representations of smells in Johannesburg’s 
inner city. 
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14 There is no active mining in Marshalltown today. But the mine houses headquarters remain in the 
neighbourhood. 
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15 The Heritage Portal is an online community of volunteers and heritage enthusiasts publishing news and 
information on the South African heritage sector. 
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Figure 1. Location of the original Marshall Square, which later became the Marshall Police Barracks. Today is it an office 
building occupied by the Anglo American Corporation. 
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Figure 2. Security officer controlling pedestrian and car traffic in Marshalltown to make worker’s walk back to the car park 
safer. The street corner is also equipped with a CCTV camera, monitoring the area. 
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16 http://www.theguardian.com/world/1999/may/30/southafrica1 
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17 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/29/south-africa-a-country-at-war-as-rate-soars-to-nearly-
49-a-day 
18 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/oct/01/south-africa-violent-crime-murders-increase-inequality 
19 http://www.sandtoncity.com/libproperties/content/en/sandton-city/sandton-city-history-of-sandton 
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20 http://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2015-03-27-op-ed-the-double-dehumanisation-of-an-unequal-
society/#.VZBWL3r3_Gc 
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21 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/africaandindianocean/southafrica/11733484/Crime-is-
never-far-from-you-in-Johannesburg-but-it-can-still-cause-a-stir.html 
22 http://deathofjohannesburg.blogspot.com/ 



100 
 
 

                                                           
 

23 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/africaandindianocean/southafrica/737860/Crime-puts-
tourists-off-South-Africa.html 
24 http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/1924251.stm 
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25 http://www.roughguides.com/destinations/africa/south-africa/gauteng/johannesburg/crime-and-safety-in-
johannesburg/ 
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26 http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10001424127887324823804579016992423069988 
27 http://www.gq-magazine.co.uk/article/best-things-to-do-in-johannesburg-south-africa 
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Figure 3. Flags installed on Marshall Street by the SWID. 
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28 http://firstthing.dailymaverick.co.za/article?id=73476 
29 http://www.dailymaverick.co.za/opinionista/2016-01-12-the-fumes-of-joburg/ 
30http://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2010-04-13-joburgs-urban-poor-why-the-city-wishes-they-didnt-
exist/ 
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31 http://mg.co.za/article/2015-07-23-when-good-property-turns-bad/ 
32 http://mg.co.za/article/2010-02-18-a-load-of-rubbish/ 
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33http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/pollution-poverty-people-color-asthma-inner-city/ 
34http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/jul/06/radioactive-city-how-johannesburgs-townships-are-
paying-for-its-mining-past 
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35 https://www.citysightseeing.co.za/johannesburg/stops 
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36 http://www.ecoforumafrica.org/joburg-pushing-ahead-with-waste-reclaimers/ 
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37 https://soundcloud.com/primediabroadcasting/jhb-mayor-cleaning-up-the 
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38 For documentation on “Operation Clean Sweep” see https://joburgtraderesources.wordpress.com/ 
39 http://www.joburg.org.za/index.php?option=com_content&id=7343%253Ajoburg-gds-2040-
strategy&ltemid=114 
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40 http://www.iol.co.za/sundayindependent/sad-state-of-johannesburg-city-library-1.1868522#.VZKkz3r3_Gc 
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41 http://www.urban-improvement-districts.de/files/File/Peyroux_CID_Johannesburg.pdf 
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Figure 4. Sidewalk sign as found on each entrance into the FNB Bank City district. 
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Figure 5. Defensive architecture in FNB Bank City. 
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Figure 6. Signage on the Anglo American campus along pedestrianized Main Street. 
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Figure 7. More signage on the Anglo American campus. 
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42 In a recent panel at the Wits Institute for Socio-Economic Research (WiSER) which I attended on the decline 
of the company, former CEO Bobby Godsell admitted that it was the wrong move, and could be a reason for 
the company’s current struggle. 
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43 Rajak (2011) notes that even though the company prides itself as having employed more than its quotas 
and expected numbers of non-white executives, these new employees are still expected to assimilate to a 
conservative, white-centered corporate culture. 
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44 http://southafrica.angloamerican.com/our-stories/changing-the-heart-of-the-inner-city-with-mes.aspx 
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Figure 8. Scaffolding in front of the former Standard Bank headquarters on Main Street. 
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Figure 9. London House on Loveday Street after renovation in 2015. 
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45 Blue (sometimes green) plaques are used as historical markers; the practice arose in London in the 19th 
century.  
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Figure 10. A map of Johannesburg’s inner city showing show blue dots which each represent a Blue Plaque commemorating 
a heritage space.
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46 http://www.houseandleisure.co.za/iconic-building-of-the-month/ 
47 http://www.joburg.org.za/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=6477&catid=88&Itemid=266 
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48 John Dewar is of Scottish descent and can be seen posing proudly wearing a Scottish kilt on a photograph of 
the inauguration of the Main Street Mall, displayed on one of the storyboards in Marshalltown. In the passage 
of the interview, he states that his friend is also a good Scot in reference to Henry Brown Marshall, who 
founded Marshalltown and who was also Scottish. 
49 The area described for “the walk” fits exactly the physical centre of Marshalltown. 
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Figure 11. Mining headgear at the corner of Main and Simmonds Street.
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Figure 12. One of the old stamp mills, displayed between Main and Marshall Street.
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Figure 13. Engines displayed on a side-walk.
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Figure 14. Recycled mine vent, now a rubbish bin on Main Street.
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Figure 15. The turret on Marshall Street.

                                                           
 

50 http://www.timeslive.co.za/thetimes/2013/07/03/Joburgs-turret-tilts-a-new-way 
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Figure 16. Street sign for “Marshall Street” in front of the turret on the corner with Loveday Street.
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Figure 17. FNB’s “Urban Savannah” (a sign with this title appears behind the real tree on the right-hand side). The space 
over the stairs on the right-hand side is reserved for FNB employees.
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Figure 18. The façade of two buildings owned and managed by Gerald Olitzki’s company OPH, located on Loveday and 
Rissik Street respectively, both in Marshalltown.
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51 http://www.wdwinfo.com/maps/epcot.htm 
52 http://cosmichoboes.blogspot.com/2010/09/hegel-disney-and-parenthood.html 
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Figure 19. Building owned by the Anglo American Corporation on Main Street.
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53 http://www.fastcodesign.com/3046365/errol-morris-how-typography-shapes-our-perception-of-truth 
54 This dissertation is in fact written in the Baskerville MT Std typeface. 
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Figure 20. Neuland as showcased by its designer, Rudolf Koch in 1923.
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Figure 21. Restored edition of Richard Wright’s 1940 novel “Native Son” with the original cover.
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55 Automobile manufacturer Subaru used Neuland for the logo of their “Outback” model in its 2002 edition. 
The typeface is no longer used for the 2013 edition of the same car.  
56 DRUM Magazine, first published in the 1950s in South Africa, is lifestyle publication aimed at a black 
readership, still running today. 
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Figure 22. Promotional logo for the film Jurassic Park (1993).
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Figure 23. Promotional poster for the 1997 film “George of the Jungle” using a decorated version of Neuland.
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Figure 24. An article in the Lifestyle section of The Times Record & Roane County Reporter uses the same decorated version 
of Neuland in its title to highlight the fact that it is about a white man’s adventure in Africa (both signifiers for Neuland).

 

Figure 25. Cover for Herbie Mann’s 1959 album “African Suite”.
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Figure 26. Cover of the 1993 album “Dancing the Blues” by African American blues artist Taj Mahal.
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Figure 27. Promotional flyer designed by Andile Cele of DOPE Store.
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57 http://www.losanjealous.com/2007/03/27/fontwatch-coffee-garden-symbols-sanjang-a-lithos-discussion-
in-brief/ 
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Figure 28. Promotional poster for the movie “My Life in Ruins”. A light-weight version of Lithos is used for the title, whereas 
the text at the top is in regular heavy-weight Lithos. It gives the title a Greek feel, reminiscent of the writings carved on 

ancient Greece temples.
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Figure 29. A rare representation of black people in Marshalltown. Here on Marshall Street.
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Figure 30. Photograph illustrating an information board about the Langlaagte Stamp Mill on the Main Street Mall.
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58 http://www.reefhotel.co.za/ 
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Figure 31. Authentic elevator shaft sign on display on the walls of Gold Mine Café.
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Figure 32. Menu from the Gold Mine Café which uses rusty typefaces to appear more authentic, connoting the grit from the 
mines.
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59 Gold Reef City, a theme park located south of the Johannesburg CBD, offers a tour of an old mine shaft 
where visitors can feel what it is like to be underground, although the ‘mine’ is not active. 
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Figure 33. Other signs index the mining industry in the Gold Mine Café such as the modality of the t-shirt and helmet colour, 
yellow, reminiscent of gold.
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Figure 34. Old tram railways coming out of the tarmac after years of wear.
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Figure 35. The Instawalk group poses in front of the BHP Billiton Ltd. Headquarters. Photo found on social media platform 
Instagram.
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60 http://joburg.org.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1420&Itemid=210 
61 http://theheritageportal.co.za/article-categories/albert-street-pass-office 
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62 Robben Island in the Western Cape Province of South Africa is situated in the Atlantic Ocean and is visible 
from Cape Town. It is where former president Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for 18 years before the fall of 
Apartheid. Today it is a national as well as UNESCO world heritage site operating as a living museum and 
reachable by ferry from Cape Town.  
63 http://peoplespride.blogspot.co.za/p/pride-movement-of-protest-celebration.html 
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64 http://joburg.org.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=886&Itemid=52 
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Figure 36. Gandhi Square as seen looking east towards the Absa tower, seen in the background.
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65 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-32287972 
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Figure 37. Left-over white paint thrown on the defaced statue of Gandhi on Gandhi Square.
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Figure 38. The headquarters of the Mutual & Federal insurance company on Pritchard Street gives a semiotic assemblage of 
a superposition of two architectural eras. 
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66 http://tedxtalks.ted.com/video/Sordid-beautiful-authentic-Joha 
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Figure 39. Poster for a festival held at One Eloff in May 2016 relying on a discourse of authenticity to promote city life.
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67 At the time of submission of this dissertation, The Sheds have been renamed Fox Junction. I decided to 
keep referring to the place as The Sheds because of how it was named and portrayed at the time of my 
ethnographic research there. 
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Figure 40. Parking sign adjacent to The Sheds.
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Figure 41. Parking sign at The Sheds.
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Figure 42. Brick wall in The Sheds to symbolise the past.
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Figure 43. Wooden structure in The Sheds used to symbolise the past. An old rusty bicycle reinforces its authentic theme.
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Figure 44. Display in the Sheds reminiscent of egg baskets at a farmers market.
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68 http://www.joburg.org.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=2925&Itemid=203 
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Figure 45. Newly renovated apartment building on Rissik Street offering “New York Style Living”.
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Figure 46. Poster inside Cramers Coffee on Main Street.
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69 http://bewareofcolour.tumblr.com/ 
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70 http://urbanjoburg.com/post/34690238393/to-be-claimed-by-rather-than-to-claim-your-city 
71 http://www.mahala.co.za/culture/white-rider/ 
72 Maboneng is an artificial neighbourhood on the eastern side of the inner city of Johannesburg, consisting of 
residential apartments, galleries and coffee shops catering for the middle-to-upper-class. It was sparked by 
developer Jonathan Lieberman in the late 2000s and has received praises for bringing ‘life’ back into the city, 
but also criticism for catering for a wealthy population, thus excluding the current residents of the inner city. 
73 http://www.sajr.co.za/news-and-articles/2014/02/09/reclaiming-johannesburg-s-inner-city-- 
74 South African slang meaning “being upset” with Afrikaans origin 
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75 http://edition.cnn.com/2011/10/18/world/africa/graffiti-artist-africa/ 
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76 It has, in fact, come: http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2014/aug/12/gentrification-woodstock-cape-
town-suburb-hipster-heaven 
77 http://www.jda.org.za/index.php/latest-news/news-2014/154-september/1577-metro-park-breathes-new-
life-into-inner-city 
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