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SUBJECT OF INVESTIGATION

This thesis identifies re]cvance, aclaptabi]ity and chibi]ity of Pu})lic
builclings program in impovcrislﬂéd townslﬂips as the kcy to having trulg
usable and socia”g relevant Public bui]clings that Provicle much needed

services to communities.

Contemporarg British architcc’c, David Acljagc, describes Pub]ic
space as a value-added ualitg to an a!readg existing structure. lt is this
thinking which Puslﬂcs Acﬁaye to elaborate within his Pub!ic buildings
what he calls a “third s ace’, a zone of maximum interaction and social
discourse between Pu}plics, individuals, communities, experts and non-
experts (Acljayc, 9). Acljagc is of an opinion that we do not build Pub!ic
spaces, that it is not so much the building or institution that makes
Pu})lic space, rather it is the silent but obvious amenities (rccogniscd bg
users as symbois of Public s acc) that should be made visible to achieve

qua!i’cy in Public architecture (Ad}'ayc, 9).

Jn ]iglﬂt of the theories abovc, this thesis investigates ways in which
Pu})lic architecture can make use of its abilitg to influence socio-cultural
structures Positivelg and conversely how existing social frameworks and
Pa’ctcrns can be used to inform what character a townslﬂip Public build-
ing should take in order to tru]y service its intended users.

Witlﬂ my thoughts revo]ving around Pub]ic bui!dings in townships as
entities that should strive to be relevant to their contexts bg Promoting
mcaning?ul engagement with issues faced bg townslﬂips and ultimatciy
become sources of empowerment. A]so given the gcneral Princip!c of
libraries being Placcs of growth and empowerment of the mind, the deci-
sion to use a ]ibrary as a building type to investigate Para”cl with the
subject above resulted.



Librarg: Definition and TijCS

A more recent definition
li'brar'y [ [l brerree ] (P]ural ]i'brar'ics) 2. Wikipcdia and other recent media such as msn encarta dictionar
describe it as “a collection of sources, resources, and services, and the
Traditional definition structure in which it is houscd; itis organized for use and maintained }39
a Pub]ic boc!y, an institution, or a Privatc individual. |n the more tradi-

i. Most dictionaries define a iibrary as a “Placc where books are kept: a tional sense, a ]ibrary is a collection of books. ]’c can mean the co”cction,
room, bui]diﬂg, or institution where a collection of books or other re- the }Duilding or room that houses such a co”cction, or both. The term

search materials is kcpt”. ‘librarg’ has itself acquircd a sccondary mcaning: a collection of useful

matcrial ]COF common use.
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The second (moré reccnt) chinition, is on]y a brief indication that the
librarg has evolved in its usage, program, Pcrccption bg users and even
the in the way we describe it. As a direct consequence of the dccpening
information age, the !ibrary of todag is ccasclcss]y cxpanding to include
relevant and up-to-date services that work towards complcménting,
cxpaﬂc}ing anfcvolving the traditional Principles of storage and access
to knowicdge.

The second definition can be further broken down 133 clmcining func-
tions different types of libraries (clmcinitions 133 E_dward & f:ishcr, 21 ):

A national librar9 is one where books and materials (usua”g scarce ma-
tcrial) of national imPor’tancc are kcpt for conservation and safe kcczo—

ing, usage of such materials 139 the Public is usua”y strictly controlled.

An academic iibrarg is one where ]earning materials can be accessed

Primarilg ]35 students, Primari]g to support ]carning and research.

A virtual ]ibrarg is a collection housed clectronica“g and accessed via

internet or network computcrs.
A sPecia! Librarg is a housed collection dedicated to a 5Pcci{:ic sub’jcct.

A Promccssiona] !ibrary is a collection bg a ProFessiona] boclg to serve its
members.

A Public librarg is one where lcarning material are kcpt forloan. USually

USC& }D\g a communitg or FOF !ocai social advancemcnt.



SIGNIFICANCE OF INVESTIGATION

Accorcling to E_dward & Fishcr, at the mention of the word ‘li})rarg’
many of us immecliatelg have a mental Perception of a Par‘ticular build-
ing type, the Picturc being both external and internal images dcpicting
interconnecting mental constructs, making a librarg ‘a certain type of
building whose image is alrcad9 established in the collective mind of the
society’ (F dward & [Tisher, 209). According to this text, Architects
are suPPosed to convey Jibrariness’ tlﬂrough manipuiation of form space
and ]ig!ﬂt, andifa li})rarg did not evoke ‘]ibrarg character it would fail in

its social discourse.

Whilst ] agree that certain characters of the iibrarg should not be
comPromiscd, ] am of the believe that context and all issues relating to
it are to be considered above all considerations when dcsigning Public
buildings, and the ibrariness’ of the librarg comes should follow.
Architcc’cs often achieve the dibrariness’ factor mentioned above and
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context often ends up as an aPPcndix which the ob_jcct has to be Piaccd
on. ]n the same way an academic iibrarg differs from a Prochsiona] one
(main|3 because of the nature of cultural differences of the different
contcxts), a iibrarg servicing a towns}‘lip context should simi]arlg be

identified as a type.

My thesis will cha”cnge the clcsign of community libraries in townships
and will conscqucnt|9 take on several theories and dcsign interventions
that will outline an aPProPriatc dcsign mcthoc{o]ogg that will cha”cng@
architects to rethink the traditional aPProach of clcsigning townslﬂip

libraries. ] he stucig will ask relevant qucstions to ic{cnthcg ways to trans-

form a townslﬂip iibrarg ina way that changc Potentia] users Pcrccptions
of it, so that users it is intended for start seeing it as a tool for Pcrsorxa!

changc.
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AFFROACH TOINVESTIGATION

This thesis will focus and limit the research to issues rclating to rele-
vance to context and the Finding ga’cherecl from the research conducted
will u]timats!g be used to clevclop an architectural intervention.

|ssues re]a’cing to Functionalit\g of existing libraries within Alcxandra and
other similar townslﬂips will be analgzccl, how their dcsign and program-
ming rcsponds their contexts’ socio-economic and cultural situations will
be kcg factors in the ana]ysis process.

A survey of who uses the !ibraries, their ages and for what reasons will
be done coupled with interviewing the users on their thoughts on the li-
braries, the inclings directig influence an architectural brief and program
more suitable for Alcxandra.

| will look into issues rclating to the libraries’ Programming, location and
architectural language with relation to their intended users to iClCl’\ti]Cg
how thcg fail to be inclusive to the potential users.

]n the investigation the study of context itself will be used as a prece-
dent from which architectural lessons can be drawn to inform the c!esign

dcvc]opmcnt

Rélcvant Precedent studies that have worked with unusual librar
programs and achieved attractive and optimang used libraries will hC]P
inform how to approach the brief and clcsign dcve!opmcnt. Tl’]rough
lcarning from each Precedcnt studies’ successes and failures in terms
of programme versus user attraction, the investigation outcomes will be
better informed to aPProPriatc]H address the issue of bcing relevant to
context.

The conclusion of the thesis will include a clcsign that draws from the
research collection mentioned above and the success of the dcsign will
be determined by how succcssFu”g the research {:indings were used to

clcve]op the dcsign.



RATIONALLE

]n my year out l told someone that ] was a umivcrsitg student and he
asked me what l was studging, | rcsponcléd: “Architccturc”, he nod-
ded his head and said: “so you are going to l’lcip us rebuild the country,
huh?”, ] hesitant]y, siow!g but Prouc”y nodded my head and said ‘yes,

| want to be a part of that”. That was the first time ] seriouslg thought
of the task ahead if l ever had to contribute to the c{cvelopmcm’c of the
country, conscqucntly the decision and direction for the toPic for my
thesis are rooted in accumulated thoughts in this channel.

Ourgoung democrac9 is in the process of rcbuilding the country and
its structural systems; | believe it is going to take efforts from all corners
of society to make that a success, including the architecture Promccssion.
The government has a task of bui]diﬂg infrastructure and amenities es-
Péciany in revious!y disadvantagccl communities, but more importantly

the task o getting its Pcop]c ec{ucatccl, skilled and cmp]ogcd.

The overwhc]ming task leaves the government in an unfortunate Posi~
tion of clc]ivcrg of numbers without aning too much attention to ciuaL

a})ly the disastrous RDF housiﬂg

Projcct but Problem broadens to other infrastructural Ero}jccts. ln some

ity. T}ﬂe best cxamplc of this is pro
cases these amenities as in the case of librarics, these bui Clings end up
as ‘amenities Providcd’ or objects P!aced there to signhcg progress, but
how successful are these pu lic amenities if their service is underutilized

bg the Pub]ic.

These much needed Public bui!dings can be more thanjust ob’jccts that
act as symbo!s of progress for those that Pu’c them up, these Public ame-~
nities in conjunction with appropriate Programming can P139 a signhcicant
role in engaging with and curbing some of the cha”cnges in our com-
munities. Tl’mésc buildings can be architecture of changc, one that ’cruiy
empowers communities rather than send a masqueracle of changc. When

architecture achieves this its success will be accompanicd by gcnuinc

progress that will cvsntua”g 5’crcng’c1’xcn the growt}‘v and dcvc]opmcnt

mainlg of Previous!g disadvantagcd communities.

Bcing well aware that architecture will not inclcpenclcntlg transform
society, | also believe that its role is undeniable and the little ability that
it has to contribute to that clﬁangé should be Fullg put into effect to do
s0. }n light of the statement above and !imiting the focus to Alexanclra, if
a community ]ibrarg is meant to benefit the community, how does its ar-
chitecture become more responsib]c in c!ea!ing with social issues? rﬂow
does the new !ibrary romote itsc]{:, tru]y be of service and to cvcntua”y
FPimowlcclgc?

establish a culture o






HISTORICAL DEVELOFMENT OF LIDRARIES

This section looks at the historical dcvclopmcnt of libraries as influ-

enced ]39 social and cultural changcs ti‘nrougiﬂ time. Moments in i‘iistory

and discoveries that changcd the face and function of the librar9 are
i‘iigiwiigiﬂtcd in the ciﬂaptcr.
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An artist’s impression of the burnt down Library in Alexandra( 4.bp.blogspot.com)

A]Ctél" the liijrarg at Aicxandria (E_ggpt) was dcstrogcci bg afire in
2000 BC, the first apparent libraries were Privatc and dedicated to
inciividuals, monasteries or co”cgcs in E_urope around 1200 (f:isiﬂér &
E_ciwarcis, ix) . Bibliotica Malatestiana in Cascna and Bil}liotica

| aurenziana in florence complctcd in the second half of the 15th
century were the first form of ]ibrarics, accorciing to commentators,
which assumed the Primarg role of bookstores. | he second form
emcrgcd about two centuries later and thcg were more libraries rather
than bookstores. Ti’ic cightccnti‘i century saw the iibrary Ciistinguisi‘i

itself as a rccognizablc builciing tgpc with its own forms functions and
details.

Knowlccigc limited to a few first became Pub]ic when Wi“iam Caxton
dcveiopcci a Printing press in Westminsterin 1477; conscqucntly a
demand for books and places in which to store them was established.
Arguablg rivaled onig bg the comPutcr’s contribution to knowiccigc
storage and dissemination, the mass Production of books in the 15th
century was the most signii:icant ci'iangc in the function of the librarg.
Ti’]C co-existence of book and librarg and their successful relation
spcar~hcacicci the Renaissance and the ]nciustrial Rcvo]ution. Librarics
became market P]accs forideas and P]accs forinformation exciﬂangc.
Beicorc the Printing of booics, the lii)rarg was small and exclusive to few
with an almost non-existent social value ([Fisher & [~ dwards, ix). T he
book (b(ﬂcoré Printing Prcss) came from bcing an oi)_jcct of treasure for
an elite few to now an object of use i)y any member of societg. Ti’]C be-
ginnings of the ‘Pubiic’ ]igrarg can therefore be attributed to invention
of a Printing press inthe 1 5ti1 century.

Ti’]C cightccntiw century librarg P]an, as best cxcmplii:icci in the
Wolfenbuttel Librarg in Berlin, had a largc bookstore area within a
semi-basement, which allowed books to be brought n casilg at road
level. |ts e”ipticai reaciing room, set sgmmctrica”g within its ‘go]cieri
sectiorn’ P]an, was elevated to the first floor aPProaci‘i and that gave

fe) Portunitg for the entrance to be granc”g marked architectura”g. Thc
PEAH remained ]arge]y unaltered for two centuries with s]igiﬂt
cvolutionarg changcs in the time until it was Pcr‘Fectcci the earig

twentieth century (E_ciwarcis and ]:isi'icr, 5).

Ti’]C 1930’s saw the old rigici Plan and section Ciisappcari:or more
spaces for more fluid functions. Pook storage and shelving systems

became Frcer, the reaciing room became less dominant and a more open



and unrestricted !ibrary was born (E_dwarcls and ]:isher, 5). Through

five hundred years, the ]ibrarg had evolved from bcing an exclusive and
Privatc bui]ding to now bcing a Public bui!ding with social and commu-
nitg purpose, these carlg 20th century modifications brought about an

architectural consciousness of ‘Pub]ioncss’ forlater dcsigns to model.

As information tccl'mologg reaches new hcights, througlﬂ computcr
based data and electronic imaging, the book and its accommodation
(tl’lc library) are bcing cl’la”cngcd in terms of functional and sPatial rel-
evance. E_clwarcl and Fisher acknow]cdgc that even though ‘internet has
liberated the library it has not removed tlﬂcjusthcication for the librarg
building’ (ix). Tl’lc library tociag has to still deal spatia“y with the book
agcnda but it has to balance that with other functions and stratcgicaug

givc the other functions more attention as the storage of books will

slowlg clisappcar with time.
OMA has in the last decade of the past century done extensive
research onwhata 2 1st ccntury !ibrarg should be to better address the
needs of todag’s society and tccl'mo!ogical trends that are incvitab]g
clﬂanging the world’s culture of worlcing and thinking. Other emerg-

ing cultures of litcracg that are
Eccoming incrcasing|9 harder to

ignore {e.g. visual intelligence
hgavc beengignorecl bg tﬁc librarg ml;n HIDE HEB-:
fora long time, ho!ding back the SRR , . STAME
appropriate transformation e e BN
of the !ibrarg into the infor- iuusTae PLMsTaIRY
mation age. Accorcling to RENTAFRNT - e RERT LFEINT
OMA the ]ibrarg will oniy LP RECORD - Ll
trulg be reinvented once PHOTOCOPY ; . HHCTESOR!
co-existing technolo- AUDS CASSETTE = PR
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orated into the lil)rarg to “condcnsc, distribute, ‘read’ and manipuiatc Playcd a icac{ing role in reclé{:ining the li})rarg througlﬂ transmcorming

information” (sP].org, 6). ]n an era where information can be accessed storage systems, Programmatic chibi]ity, tecl'mologg and rcdmcining the

aﬂywhcrc, OMA sees tccl'mo!ogg and the book strcngtlﬂcning each aura of the librarg; this has lead to architects qucstioning the traditional

other to enable better C]isscmination, accsssibiiity and compicteﬂcss of role and clcsign of the traditional librar9 (spl.org, i"r) and the ‘answers

the librarg(sp].org, 8). ]n the past decade the Scatt!c central Librarg and redefinitions’ can now be witnessed in other libraries around the
world.

Newly found aura of freedom in libraries (Adjaye, 205) Ingleside Branch Library
1} -National Library of Beijing (www.archdaily.com) www.archda

load. wikiméia.com)




SOCIAL CHALLENGES THAT ATOWNSHIP
LIBRARY FACES

Ajoumal titled ‘USc]css Libraries’ differentiates a librarg froma ]arge
assemblagc of books }35 grounc{s of use. |t sites a uscless ]ibrary as
‘not a ]ibrary at all (Manaugl’x & Twi”cy, 2008, P8> OIC the 350 000

lus residents of A]cxandra township, an average of 400 use its main
Ebrarg aweek. Even after acknow]cdging the importance and need for
one, when asked whg thcy do not use the local i rary, most residents
said that tl’léﬂ have never had reason to use it. E_linor Sisu]u Points to
the absence of a widesprcad culture of reading in Soutlﬂ A]Crica as the
major effective barrier to our &evelopment as a country (Sisu]u, ZOOAr);
it is also one of the Primary reasons for the hundreds of under-utilized
community libraries in townships.

Giiven the fact that less than one percent of Alexandra utilizes the
main librarg wcek!g and most People do not see the reason to use it,
undoubtédly its relevance to the community is to be qucstioned. Tl’ris
thesis will attempt to answer what a useful ]ibrarg that responwc{s to com-
munity needs should be in this context.

Jtis estimated that at least 3 million South AFricans are comp]ctc]y

illiterate — unable to comp]ctc ajob ap lication form without assistance.

Another 5 — 8 million are ?unctionang illiterate — ‘unable to function
adcquatelg in the modern world due to under{lcvc]opcd reading and
writing skills. More disturbing is that tens of millions of us are alliter-
ate — able to read but Completelg uninterested in reacling or literature
CSisulu, ZOO‘%). Tl’wis ‘social il is a direct residue and inheritance of
aPartl'wcid’s systems inclu&ing Pantu education which did not cmpha~
size on the impor’cant of knowledgc as the 1(69 to Pcrsonal growth. Tl’]c
townslﬂip ]ibrary of toc{ag therefore has not onlg the daunting task of
not 011]9 dcaling with cha”cngcs of toclag but also converting the collec-
tive mindset that resulted from apartheicl systems.

The apartheid government had no mandate to empower black town-

ships with necessary infrastructure that would enable them to grow;
hence such emPowcring amenities are ?airly new to socio-cultural sys-
tems in most townsl‘rips. Alexanc{ra, having been established in 1 912,
gotits first librarg (A]exSan Kopano Librar9> only in 2001. OF those
400 users a week of Alchan Kopano Librarg, an estimated 70 per-
cent of the users are still at sclﬂool; the Proposecl library would have

to send an invite to those that migl’rt have not been introduced to the
Iibrar9 culture. Genera”y any community ]ibrarg’s purpose is to be re-
sourceful and beneficial to its users; in the context of A]cxan&ra, where
unemployment and skills c{evc]opmcnt are a major issue, appro riatclg

a ]ibrarg would have to Programmaticallg rcsponcl to these pro lems
and offer contents, activities and knowlcdgc systems that work towards

uPthting individuals.

A typical day for some unemployed alexandrans




GENERAL FURFOSE & FUNCTIONS OF FUBLIC

LIBRARIES TODAY

A review of Public libraries conducted in the UK in the late 90’s iden-
[Tunctions and Commur\itg Bcnexcits tifies 10 permanent and occasional benefits / purposcs of a Pub!ic
!ibrarg (I dwards & [Tisher, 132):
[~ dwards and [Fisher describe the !ibrarg’s function toc!ag as bcing of
“making knowlcdge available and encouraging cxchangc and reflec- Fermanent benefits / purposes
tion upon it” (ix). Througlﬁ Provicling new kinds of Public service itis a Enlightcning children ancryouth
P]ahcorm that opens up the oPPortunitg to welcome non-readers and Froviding PoPular rcading material
attracting new audiences. ]t is “a Placc for Pcople not books” (E_clwarcls Froviding studg space
Froviding ‘new media’ for loan or study

Occasional benefits / Furposcs

Froviding reference services

& [Tisher, x) so it is essential for cementing togcthcr the community. Jtis
the most distinguislﬂed knowicc{gc channel that suPPor’cs sclﬂools, col-

legcs and lhcclong lcarning and the one most successful of institutions in
Public services aimed at intellectual enrichment (E_dwards & ]:isher, xi). Froviding access to global knowlcdge and cultures
Froviding local studﬂ sources and local information

Fub]ic libraries make books available forloan 139 users, the books range Froviding access to information on vital issues

ooooo!\)oooo'—A

from fiction/non-fiction mainly for P]easurc to reference material main]g Froviding information on business, training or emPloyment
for academic purposes. Some users visit for reasons of accessing the

internet, kccping up to date throug}ﬂ newspapers and magazines. Job

seckers, Pcorlc cl’manging careers, entrepreneurs and aspirant small

bUSiﬂCSSCS also usce tl‘lC PU!D]IC !ibrarg to rcsearch backgrouncl

information for their respcctive ventures.




SOCIALTURFOSE

The Pub]ic librarg as a building sgmbolizcs a sense of ic}cntitg, communi-
ty & nationhood ([Tisher & [ dwards, ix). |t is notjust what goes in it that
makes it worth bcing tlﬂcrc; itis a cultural icon that gives a Plahcorm for
cclcbrating icaming, community interaction andis a sgmbolic reminder of
the imPor‘tance of !caming. E_Clwarcls & f:is}wcr conclude on thcjusthcica~
tion to survive as a building type that even if we were to no !ongcr have
books in ourlibraries, the librarg would still be a necessary forit brings
Peop!c togcthcr in the Pursuit for imow]cdgc.

THE TOWNSHIF LIBRARY: CURRENT
FUNCTIONS e COMMUNITY BENEFITS

The existing libraries in Alexandra are the onlg Public Placcs with quict
stud9 space for students and scholars to do their work in after school
hours and thcg have limited reference sections for school Projects. This
service accounts for about 70 Perccnt of users. chcrcncc material and
other are made available forloan bg users. lntcrnct facilities are avail-

able in one librar9 at a low cost and newspapers are updatcd dai]g. Thc

librarians provide assistance tojob seckers with rcgards to drawing up
C\/’s ancGob aPPlication letters. Thcrc is no suPPort sgstem for aspi—
rant entreprencurs and small businesses owners, onlg alimited number
of reference books. One of the libraries Providcs alimited amount of
local information and information on vital issues such as |\, Aids.
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CURRENT STATE OF RELEVACE OF EXISTING
LIBRARIES INALEXANDRA

Aichan Kopano Communitg Ccntre Librarg

i. Frogrammc of Librarg

° Studg/ Reading Arca - USCd most]g as study space

o Children’s Librarg

° 2 lntemct Kooms — ecach with 8 work stations

o \ideo Room

o Reference Librar9 — almost cntire]g used for studg purposes
o [” ntrance / Reception Area

o Ablutions

2. Thc Design, Function & Re]ation to Communitg centre

Thc ]ibrarg takes up 422 square meters of area on the basement level
of the community centre. [~ ven though bcing on the basement does the
librarg’s acccssibilitg a disservice, the Architect tried to amend that }39
bri”iantly articu]ating the entrance bﬂ creating an amphitlﬂeatrc ]cading
down to the ]ibrarg entrance. Thc central entrance lobljg and reccption

The Library at AlexSan Kopano Community Centre

chePtion

_Fogcr

]nte rmet

Video Room

Courtyard <UPPCI‘ chc])

area is flanked bg two open stud9 areas; the right including a seldom
used reference section and the other study area, internet and video
facilities along the lcngth of the stuclg room are lﬂarcﬂg noticeable from
the main stud9 space, locked away in their own sPccial rooms. None of
the interviewees had ever used the reference section and on!g a few had
used the internet facilities which function at five rands per 30 minutes.
Tlﬂc stucly spaces account for an average of 90 per cent of the aver-
aged 80 users per clag, most of which are high scholars and co”cge
students who bring in their own studg material to the !ibrarg. Occasion-
allgjob seckers come in to browse the newspaper and internet Forjobs,
afew come in to use the reference section for small business research,
the librarg staff often has to offer an extended service of assistingjob
seekers to fill out job application forms, organize (\setc. The !ibrarg
deita] information (c.g. HIVAIDS, Tecnagc Frcg~

nancy, ctc) whichis occasiona”g handed out as ﬂgcrs or Prcscntcd as

also l’laS loca! an

Postcrs for the communitg.

N/

il |

T3 L
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Alchan Kopano Librarg in relation to the Community Ceﬂtre

/\

-~ \

& [irst floor level

LIDRARY

AICXSE&H Kopano Communitg Centrc in relation to the street cdge

GFOUHCI HOOF ]CVC]

Entrancc Ramp

Strcet Level

Ground Hloor

level
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The Librarg’s Positioning with regards to other aspects of the commu-
nity centre is the most difficult to access, but the on the bright side the
Position is best considcring the noise that other functions generate.

<Somc information 139 Margam Abrahams, [Head Librarian)
3. Relation to (ontext

The round floor level of the community centre is a floor level below the
entrance level from the street. Thc sloPing street is linked to the com-
munitg centre 133 an unPronouncecl route ramping down onto an invisible

AlexSan Kopano Community Centre on 12th Avenue, Alexandra

LIDRARY

2 Leve|s lower

COURTYARD

ntrance - Lower level (6.5 m lower)

I~ ntrance - Ramp Landing: Street level

(from outside) gate leadimg into the centre. One is not alerted to the
significancc of the building from street level. From the street erspec-
tive the admin block which gives the street edge its back also Eelps
limit the ‘Publiomess’ of the centre; the generous and very successful
cour’cgard isnota parent until you are in it. From the street, the build-
ing expresses itse& as a Priva’ce institution that does its best to kecP
the Public there, uninviting and i”egible for anyone who does not know
the P]ace. Like most of Alex’s streets, Pcople are all over the Placc
wherever the sidewalk offers opportunitg to ‘socialise’, yet some of them
cople have onlg been there a few times because the centre and the

ibrarg has not invited them yet.




4. |nterviews with Library Users/ Staxq:

/saac, /\/Ia/e, 20 (l'nterw'cwec/ 29 Apri/ iO)
° A]cx rcsiclcnt, student - MSC Co”egc in Mid-
rand
o (Comes to the librarg every Monclay - Thursclag
° Brings own studg material - uses it as stuc!y space
° Wou]d use other services if thcg had somcthing
to offer to him (rcmccrcnce ]ibrary, video or internet
services)

Ts/mgofafso, /:ema/c, 19 (28 /\/Iay iO)
CAlex residcn’c, goes to UJ - Aucuandpark

° Comes to the librarg on|9 during exam times

° Brings own studg material - stuclg space

° }”las never used the reference librarg, video or
internet services

C/')rfs /\//aencc/’c, /\/]a/c, 20 (29 A/:Jr// iO)
° A]cx resident - Corégc, Carlton Ccntrc

° Comes to the librarg Monclag to I:riclag

° Brings his own 5tuc19 material and uses it only as
study space

o Docsn’t need any other services

7—/7350, Ma/e, ]9 (Z?Aprf/ iO)

° An A]cx residcnt, goes to ]ntec Co”egc, Braam~ '

fontein

° Comes to the librarg Monclag to I:riclag

° Brings his own 5tuc19 material and uses it only as
study space

o Docsn’t need any other services

C/ouafg, /:cma/e, I8 (28 May iO)
OStudcnt— Ncclcarc Educati011 Co”cgc, Aucuand
Park
° Comes to the ]ibrarﬂ Monclag to Saturclay
° Brings own studﬂ material - 5tuc19 space
° Thc on!g reason she comes to the ]ibrary is be-

cause ’cherc is no stuclg space where she stays

Veronica, /:cma/c, 18 (28 /\//ay iO)
° Alcx resident - lmPilwcni Co”cgc, Randburg
° Comes to the ]ibrarﬂ Monclag to Saturclay ;
° Brings her own stucly material and uses it on!g as ‘
stuclg space i

Simon 56&/7/%/3 s /\//a/c, 25 (28 May iO)
o An Alex resident, goes to UJ, Auckland Park
o Monclag to Thursdag - cvergdag during exams

° Brings own studﬂ material - uses it as s’cucly space
e Need no other services, uses varsity ]ibrarg services

Bont/@, /:ema/c, 20 (29 A/:)r// iO)
¢ |s a visitorin Alex, goes to UJ

° Comes almost every dag because itis quict
° Own stuclg material, uses library as s’cucly space, it
would be better if there were Private stuclg desks

Janc, /:cma/e, 22 (intcrv/cwch& /\//ay iO)
° Alcx rcsident, goes to UJ (Par’c time)
. Comes to the ]ibrarﬂ almost every chlnesclay
e Jo browse the newspaper and sometimes the inter-
net Forjobs
e Sometimes uses the internet for varsity Projects

5



T o summarize the two sets of interviews done within a space of »0 clags;

(Conclusion

Most of Alexsan Kopano users do not have expectations of what their
librarg should offer, thus they onig use it as stuc@ space and bring their
own study material. And most of the users admit that theg would not be
using the librarg if theg had adequate and study space at their homes.
Giiven that more than 90 percent of users use this as study space, this
as a functional building is more a ‘stuclg space’ than a librarﬂ.

Kiverpark Communitg ]ibrary

o Relation with context

The grand opening of this ]ibrarg was advertised as ‘Alexandra gets
its first Librarg’. [f this librarg was meant for Alexandra, and not just
anothcrgovemmcnt structure to indicate ‘Progress’, this rccentlg built
]ibrarg was %arshly located for most Alexandra residents. | he librarg is
on the outskirts in the newlg developed River FPark Community. Al-
though the users of this librarg Prefir it to the betterlocated Alexan
Kopano librarg, it au’comatica“g excludes more the ninety percent of
Alexandra residents because of its location.
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ONRELEVANCE

]n ‘Use]ess libraries’ Manaugr’ & Twi”eg describe a librarg as some-
thing that is not built but ‘an institution created through use’. Most go
to the ]ibrarg forits contents and the bui!ding is oniy used secondariiy,
suggesting that a useless librarg with unused contents is not a li})rarg at
all. Nowac{ays the abundance of service characterizes the librarg, not
the number of ‘unused’ books that are housed in it. Today’s librarg is an
activity and not a iace, the use of knowlec{ge and not simply its storage

(Manaugh & Twi”eg, 2008, P8>

Sanchez characterizes the ]ibrarg of the past as ‘an institution that was
a bastion of intellectual power and e!itism’(Sanchez, 59), has that role
transformed in a way that it benefits the majoritg or has thatjust taken
another shape where it on]g seeks to empower those a]reaclg on their
way to empowerment? What is the relevance of a ]ibrarg in a context of
low income and low literacg levels, where Peop!e strive for survival? \What
are the contents of the libraries, and how do ’cheg respond to contextual
issues”? Whg would a person striving for survival think about reading for

leasure when his/her Primarg concern is acquiring skills that will liber-
ate them from unemplogment or Povertg? The structures of current
townslﬂip libraries do not deal with these questions.

Library or Store room for books? (static.flickr.com)

8 "'f[ﬁ;;

Aquiring ]mcoma’cion Fractica] 5‘(1”5

NS

EMPFLOYADLE
INDIVIDUALS

+
Entrepreneurial Skills

MOTIVATED SELF-EMPLOYABLE
INDIVIDUALS
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THENEED TORE-CONCEFTUALISE

On her triP to Guatcma]a in a mission to find out how libraries in post-
conflict countries have clevcloped and are bcing used, Amanda Young
who is an advocate for re~aPProPriation of libraries (as klwow]cdgc insti-
tutions) in order to enhance socio-cultural uscxcu]ness, was introduced
to the rca]ity that libraries in most of the communities were still a Foreign
conccpt/ institutions not used })9 the Pcoplc ’cheg are suPPoscd to
serve. Simi]ar to my cxpericncc in Alcx, most peo le she asked where
the libraries were in different neighbour hoods Clicrnot know and those
that knew where Puzz]cd at the question as theg do not even use their

libraries (Young, 2008, 90).

Jn my little time spent in A]ex ta]king to Peoplc ] cxpericnccd the same

attern of lack of interest or lack of use that she did in hcrjourncy.
i/oung witnessed several libraries that were ovcr‘ﬂowing with books but
no Peoplc in the libraries using the spaces, ] witnessed half full libraries
with aPProximatcly 90 Pcrcent of the users (most!g scholars and stu-
dents with their own material) doing home work and assignments.

Young diagnoses the librarg of Guatémala as still a sgmbo]ic statement,
protest or intention when it should have moved from that Poin’c some
time ago. Forit to be a usable institution rather than a direct transla-
tion of a Forcign concept it should be relevant to Guatcma]an circum-
stances. Young also Points outtous Planncrs and PCOP]C who fund
these institutions a Prob!cm that we are still conditioned to Cxpecting

to see results of the direct translation of ‘librarg’; the literal structure
rather than the idea (Young, 2008,91 ) We still want to see free books
and computers ina spcchcic type of bui]diﬂg when Potcntia] libraries are

sprcad across our laﬂdscapcs in sma“er cultura] Pattcrns.

BCSiC{CS the obvious longcr term solutions such as Fixing the education
system, Young suggests that for Gua’ccma]a to localize the currcntlg
Forcign concept of ‘librarg’, it should look into the way Peop!c ga’cher

at coffee 51’10Ps and Parks and the way theg shared spaces like buses
“echo the Pub]ic function and gathcring aspect of the libraries” (Young,
2008, 91 ) Areas like Alcx and those towns that Young mentions in her
text, offer oPPortunitg for the concept of ‘librarg’ to be re-defined for
areas that do not have the same culture as E_urope and North Amcrica.
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HOW THE TOWNSHIF LIBRARY CAN BE. MADL
MORE RELEVANT

The two biggest Prob!ems that South A]Crica has to face in this cen-
turg are education and unemPlogment. Theg are also the two issues, if
aPProached and executed in righ’c way, have the power of liberating the
countrg from many other inevitable resultant Pro&ems. There are no
shortcuts to clea]ing with issues like these and this imPlies that radical
measures have to be empioyecl in the roots of our societies to ensure

Permanent solutions.

The Department of education is battling and will battle for some time
before it finds its Footing on the way Forwarcl, given the educational
backgrouncl the countrg comes from. What haPPens in the meantime?
The unemployed will not all be heipec{ out })3 the government or the
Private inc{ustrg; it is because of this sad rea]itg that organizations such
as the SACF and COSATU believe that the government should
start investing in building systems that promote entrepreneurshiP and
create a business environment that allow small business owners to com-
pete with big business.

[T or most entities to survive the evcr~changing cha”enges of modern life
they have to constantly transform to aclaP’c and be relevant to current
situations. Today’s township librarg should also transformation itself
to rise up to these vital cha”enges allow systems to grow from it which
become Part of these Permanent solutions to aclclressing education

and unemP]oyment. [ow does the ]ibra;y begin to tap into NC]O’S,
Frivate ]ndustrg and government structures for mutual benefit of Parties
involved?

Advocate forinnovative and creative ]ibrarg Futures, Rob Bruinjzeels,
envisions the future Ii})rarg as a Facility where PCOP]C not on]g consume
knowlec{ge but also Proc{uce kxﬂowledge‘ Moreoveritis a P]ace of insPi~
ration, Fantasg and amazement. Accorcling to him, even though the book

will continue on, the old li})rarg will disa pear, giving space to new mcclia,
new user concepts, the internet and otEcr marketing strategjes, all of
which have started dcmanding their P]acc in the librar9 (Bruin_jzccls,
2008, p | O). ]n suPPort of these tlﬁoughts, another statement quo’ccs:
“Librarics today need to facilitate multi-modal access to information
and at the same time encourage the creative use of know!cdge” (E_d~

wards & }:ishcr, ix).

]n further cxploration of the hypothcsis rcgarding new user concepts,
media and creative use of know!cdge, my thesis looks at gormulating
several new systems informed bg contextual issues to transform the
township librarg into a relevant civic and communitg Cntitg. f"‘]ere the
tgpical librarg rogram is rcstructurccl, abandoned for a more radi-

cal one rootecﬁn addrcssing skills clcvciopmcnt and Cntreprcncurs}‘vip
training. This means that in addition to the existing successful func-
tions ogcrcd, several systems of ]carning - training - Prac’cicing will be
introduced which will Primariiy deal with assisting aspirant small business
owners and entreprencurs convert theirideas to Practica] interventions;
making the librarg a Placc where know]sdge is not just kcpt unused bg
the PCOP!C it is intended {:or, but one where knowrgtdgc (through Prac’cic—
ing it) is a roPriatcd to benefits that community direct]y and makes a
tangib]c cﬁ&érencc to them both in the near future and long term. ]n sup-
port of the direction my theorg is taking, Kob Bruijnzcc]s of ajournal

] omorrow’s libraries’ high!igl’xts the abundance of knowlec{ge that the
iibrary has which will force the consumer to asks these qucstions; “what
information inspircs or supports my life as an individual and as a member
of socicty?” Dcsigncrs in ’cEe Pursui’c of a more cu]tura”y relevant librar
should strive the Fo”owing to achieve libraries which offer value added
service that will Firstlg; be more about Providing meaning to individuals,

sccond]y; match Pu})lic Clivcrsit9 ({:oryoung and old am«i), and ]astlg;
cha”cnge, surprisc and rca“g I’ICIP Pcople (Bruijnzec]s, 2008, Pi i).
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Tlﬂc 2 I st century community li})rarg in 50ut}1 A}Crica needs to be
Propcrlg branded, Programmcd and operatccl in way that addresses the
issues of empowerment. lt is not enough for the ]ibrarg tojust Providcs
the much needed service to the studcnt, researcher. ]n its Functioning,
location, aesthetics and other factors should be more aggressive in its
mission to promote a sustainable culture of lcarning that affirms Sout}‘v
A]Crican ianguagcs, l'listorg, values and dcvelopmcnt lt should be entic-
ing cnouglﬂ for Potentia] users (espccia“g 5outlﬂ>, it is to be a centre that
the 9out}1 can iclcnthcy and Cvcntually cnticing cnough to be a centre of
culture which will contribute to curbing the absence of a lcarﬂing cul-
ture. E_clwarcl & [Tisher view the storage of knowlcdgc ina liljrarg asjust
one of the functions of the librarg, and the Primc function of the li})rarg

todag bcing “making that klwow]cdgc available and encouraging the
exchange and reflection upon it (T dward & [Tisher,...). T he Primitivc Ji-
brar9 aspect of makiﬂg klwow]cdgc available is the on]g basic service that
townslﬂip iibrarg ogcrs, and that know]ec{gc Put on shelves and stays

Small Business Owners

thcrc, it has never been ‘sold’ to the indented targets.

Tlﬂc views above were also echoed bg the UK Sccrctarg of Statc
(505) for Cu!turc, Media and Spor‘ts in 2000, who described Public
libraries as ‘street corner universities’, said that the librarg needs to
draw lessons from the successes of brands like Mc[Donalds and \/irgin
if eop]e inthe 21st century are to be active readers and researchers.
Tlﬂc attention of todag’s Potcntial iibrarg useris drawn to attractive
forces like video SI’IOPS and junk food SI’IOPS, and one way for the librar9
to compete with these for t’;’em to adopt welcoming and stimulatin
environments studg material which is fun to use (Edward & {:islﬁcr, i 52).
This vichoint blames not only the dcsign of uninviting libraries inher-
ited from the past; it also looks at Prcsentation, using as an cxample the
often seen weakness of ‘tucked away’ or ‘sPccia]’ viclco/ internet areas,

as evident in our Public libraries as well.
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THE TOWNSHIF LIBRARY AS A
STREET CORNER UNIVERSITY

Thc ‘street corner univcrsitﬂ’, connected to sclﬂools, co”cgcs and
homes, is seen primarily asan| | librarg and a book !ibrarg second, rig-
orous]g exp]oiting the ocean of marl«ttir\g tools at its disposa] to estab-
lish itself as a force to be reckoned with in the world of popular culture
(Fisher & [~ dwards, 1%2). T he ‘strect corner university’ concept is one
of the cornerstones of ‘appropriating the librarg’ to the township’s way
of life. The patterns of connectivity to evcrgc{ag life and successful ad-
vertising strategies that are mentioned here have alrcadg been cxp!oitcd
throug}ﬂout 50utlﬂ A}Crican townslﬂips }33 brands such as Ce” C and
\/odacom. Thc red Cc” C containeris as much a par‘c of the township

Cellphone companies have cemented their services as brands in fabrics of townships

iﬁ.pi!l'ln

Y
ennil
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as angtl‘ling after on!g
over ten years of Ce” C’s

cstablishmcnt, and it also

serves as a tool of empow-
erment that brings income
to some. Tlﬂc townslﬂip
!ibrarg can, in a similar
fashion, scam]esslg blend
into the township benefit-
ing the townsl‘lip Firstly; bg
cmpowering ‘stakehold-
ers’ Financia”g and with
skills, scconc”g; 133 tal(ing
the librarg to the pcoplc
and being part of the
fabric and lastlﬂ; eventu-
a”g lcarning being part of

township culture as well.



PROTAGONIST INTERVIEWS

This section focuses on different sectors of A]cxandra’s society that
my tl’lcorg is investigating as a target market for my intervention. ]ntcr~

views were carried and directed main!g at the Fo”owingg

° small business owners (mostlg young informal busincsses)
° begiﬂning and Potcntial entrepreneurs within Alexandra
° uncmplogcd goutlﬂ looking for OPPortuni’cies

o scholars & students

The Primarg bases for these interviews was to determine if the Project
that ] propose for Alexandra will be a valid or relevant intervention for
the target market that the intervention will be based on. Sccondly, if the
intervention is given the ‘go ahead’ by the Participants, their concerns
Pickcc! up from the interviews will identified what most Aicxanc{rans in
the categories mentioned above would want to be assisted with in order
for them to use the Facility. Lastlg the interviews will Pick up trends that
will be influential in dcvcloping program and a clésign languag@ that will
suite the culture of Alexandra.

The interviews had a basic structure and ques’cions but were aPProPri~

ated to the Protagonists’ unique conditions. TI’IC gcneral structure

includes the Fo”owing;

o Agc group

° Level of formal education

° Pusiness type OR Occupation & how long in that Position

° How the ski ls/ knowicdge of that field were acquired (ss!xc
taught, Forma“g eclucatec{, e’cc)

° Fro{:its per month

° Level of satisfaction with current occupation and Pro{:its (nc any}

o ]F not satisncactory what steps are bcing taken to imPrOVC that
situation

Do the Participants need imcormation/ knowlcclgc to empower

them to better their conditions
° What do the Participan’cs do/ where do thcy goto acquire
knowlcclgc of the field to cmpowcr/ improve the conditions of
the busincss/ occupation
° What imcorma’cion/ services would thcg want to see introduced
to their libraries
° What are the Par’cicipants’ dreams/{:uture Plans for grow’ch in
the occupation
° Would a Faci]ity that helps the Participants further their knowl
edgc and skills in the Ficjd benefit them do theg need such a
Facilitg

Tlﬂc interviews that were selected for the document were chosen to
represent diverse schools of tlﬁoug}‘vt and societies.
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INTERVIEWS

Mhnito, 26 - 5ma//5usincss Owncr (5owing and 56//[:15 C/ot}':cs ona
busy Street Ec{gc) - /ntcrvicwcc] iOJuly 1O

e f:orma/Ec]ucation: Matric

e [1as been sewing & sc”ing on the
sidewalk for 7 years

. SCIF taught skills (no formal educa
tion in the field)

e [as a wife and kids

o Makcs a maximum ProFit of Ris50a
day ~ ]t is cnouglﬂ to feed the

Familg
\/\/ou!d like to get more than he gets

from his currentjob but is not

.

Mnito (centre) at his workplace

taking measures

° Woulcl like to see himself owning a Eigger business but he Prc{:crs
oPcrating from the sidewalk because that's where Pcop!c are and he
can’t afford rent right now

e Does not have information on where to goto improvc his condition

° Docs not know about the business P]acc (at Alchan Kopano
Communitg Ccntrc)

° chcrgocs to look for information about his field (not sure if the
]ibrarg will be able to hclp him in any wag)

° Woulcl gotoa P]acc that can hc]P grow his business, but not a co”cgc

because there’s no money for that and not cnough time to do that.

Mnito’s competitors on Watt Street

[Toster, 30+ - Sma”Busincss Owncr ([:ruit and \/Cg. 53/65 ata
]Dusy 5hopping Comp/ex [ ntrance (Gate)

° I:orma/Ec{ucation: Matric

° Works 7 Clags aweek

o [as been sc“ing on different spots for» years (Founcl the right spot>

° f"]acl a Formaljob and lost it, started this business after a few months
bcing uncmplogcc‘ and not Finding anothcrjob

e [as kids

e[ arns cnough to feed his Fami!g

o |s very satisfied with the ProFit that he gets

» Would not move his business to a more formal P]acc as Pcop]c are
where he is, and he also does not want to pay rent.

e Does not wish to expand his busincss, says a smaller business is more
managab]c, a chain of them would be stressful for him

° f"‘]as lans to do somcthing else in/{:or the future (Privatc imco>

« Theb
so he will stick with it for now

e K nows about the Pusiness Flacc n Alcx but does not need their
help

usiness is not what he wants to do but it Proviclcs forhis Fami!g,

° Wou!cl go to a Placc that would tru]g hclp tangib]y get his future P!ans
of business running, (but not for the current occupatiom), somct}wing
that he would do in his own time.

.

Foster’s Competion ranges from informal to formal

>4



ch Masckcla, 40 ~ Smaﬂbusincss Owncr— [:ood catcring— ]ntcr~
viewed IOJu[y io

o f:orma/Ec{ucation: 53[65 &
Markcting Diploma

° f"]as been catcring {:orjust under a
year

o Thc business is run }35 the wife to

et additional income for the famil

(no formal education in the field)

¢ [as a wife and teenage kids

'Fromcits of Ris00na normal clag &
an avarage of RﬁOO on busg c{ays

* Sometimes business costs are highcr than returns but he suPPlcmcnts
it with money from his other ({:ormai) iob

CWoulc! like to get more than he gets‘*1

ing from his compctitor on the same street who has been running a

]

Mr. Masekela (centre) at his workplace

rom his business and is learn

catering business for 10 years

e Would like to see himself running a biggcr business and would like to
see the business move from the street to a more formal set-u

° Hc looks up to the “Taxi Rank ]:ast f:oocls” catcring shoP down the
street

e | hinks theres gcncra”9 alack of information sources for Alexan
drans who are in his Position

e [as not been to any Placc for information on the business

e Does not know about the business P]acc (at the Communitg
Centrc), but since | mentioned it he says he will surclg o

° Hc would like to expand the business and wishes to cater at local
functions and once the business cxPancls use that money to start a
minibus business, which he is lcarning about

e Would go to any reasonable Placc that can help grow his business
and nourish his dreams to start others.

Anna & Martina, 50 -~ Smaﬂbusincss 0wncrs ~ Strcct 5alon ~ Intcr~
viewed iOJuly IXe]

e Formal Ec’ucation: Matric

L] years on the same spot

° Have logal customers who sustain
their business

° Tl’zcg compete with over 20 other
salons in a space of 50 metres

o Nccd markcting skills be able to
compete with other salons

° E_arns cnough to feed themselves

Anna (Seated) at her street salon * Are very satisfied with the PrOFitS

e Wou!cl move the business to a more formal Placc it oppor‘tunitg
Prcsentccl itscH:, but are not looking for that right now.

° Wou!cl go to a Placc that would help them stratcgize how to move up
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Master Mikc, 24~ Sma”Busincss Owncr (5idcwa]]< Electronics
Wor[(shop, Mostly Ccllphoncs) —]ntcrvicwcc{ 29 Marcl‘l 10

e f:orma/Ec[ucation: Matric

o Started Fixing Phoncs with his
friends then brached off to start his
own, has been indcpcndent since
2010 bcgan

o Self taught skills (no formal educa
tion in the field)

o Fro{:its depend on whether people
come to erP off damagcd gPooclPs

o \Would like to get more than he gets
from his currcntjob, has taken the

(Right) Master Mike’s ‘Electric Workshop’

first stcss to start his own business, and will grow it when it Picks up
i

» Would

shops) that remain close to where the Pcoplc he services live

ke to see himself owning a Eiggcr business (a chain of formal

e Does not have information on where to goto improvc his condition

e [as heard about the Pusiness [lace but never aPProac}wcd them for
information, but will utilize the facilities when he has a client-base and
needs to expand

o Alwags rcacling books that he can get from friend to cxpanc] his
knowlcégc of the business he is in

e Mike thinks a P!acc is needed that encourages young entreprenuers
and business owners like him from l’]igl’] schools onwards to aquircd
cntrcprenucral skills sinccjobs are scares

e [as worked for another person before butis worlcing hard (aquiring
all the knowlcc}gc he can) to not go back thcre, instead he wants to be

the cmplogcr.
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INTERVIEWS CONCLUSION

] went into most of the interviews with a Presumption that every street
vendors want to see themselves owning a proper shop where thcy can
lock up every nigfﬂt without having to carry all the temporarg stalls back
home. ] also assumed that ’chey all dream of a biggcr business than a
street Fruit—and—vsgetable market. ] was wrong,. Somc asPCcts of the
interviews arrive at common conclusions and some are uniquc to all par-

ticipants.

SOmc PCOP!C are content running a street fruit and VCgetable market
and would not want it to grow or contract, some want to grow their small
business to a Point where it hires and inspircs younger generations to
do the same t}wing.

The two things that the interviewed Alcxandrans have in common are
that thcg have dreams to have more than theg havc, be it know!cdge ora
better business structure and scconc”g that theﬂ acknowlcdg@ that for
them to get there thcg will need some informative source to move them
to that Position. [~ ven if ’chey do not have Plans, or have not made any
signhcicant move to cl’mangc their conditions, most agree that tlﬂcy do not
want grow old on the same spot the do business from and thcg need a
Faci]itg that can sPari( that hidden ambition to do better than ’cheg are
cloing.

Moneg came up as one of the biggest obstacles to the Participants’
growt}w with rcgards to their businesses but thcg do acknowlec{gc that
imcorma’cion, know]cdge and skills are a main keg to making that all imPor~

tant move.

The interviews reveal that Alcxandrans need and would who”g utilize a
centre that responds to their information and skills concerns and would
Eositivelg benefit from it to advance their P]ans and dreams as small

usiness owners and cntreprcncurs.
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FORMALISING THE INFORMAL -
ASUCCESS STORY

A]thr Ecing retrenched 7 years ago and Fai!ing to find ajob tlﬂcrcamcter,
Mzitho Msizi went the route of scH;emPlogmeﬂt. [e used a recipe that
he learned from his mother to make boerewors rolls that he and three
other co”cagues sold under a stand tl’lcg erected in the Johanncsburg
CBD’S busg market street, near the home affairs building. [His cus-
tomers insisted that he sells ‘Pap and vleis’ and sa]ads, business bcgan
growing so fast that within a year he had moved into formal Prcmiscs n

PBraamfontein (Mabotja, 21).

] staged a block away from the famous ‘Mzitl‘lo’s Kitchcn’ in 2004 and
] mgsc]mc would go there every now and then for a taste of the delicious

meals. Givsn the long lunch cues that l used to observe in those dags,

| never imagincd that the business wasjust starting out then; in my mind
on]g a well establish business could be that busg.

Now Msizi has two more branches in Fretoria’s CBD and another one
in Fimvi”c Square, Soweto and emplogs over 50 Peoplc (Mabo‘cja, 21 )
f"]c moved himself from street corner economy to mainstream without
the hc]P of the government, but not many coplc have the sheer deter-
mination that he had, and even for some who have that in contexts like
Aicx, the extent of know!ec}gc and information that a rcgular Alcxan~
dran has to move them from ‘street corner state’ to ‘chair%shop owner’ is

proven to be non~aPParent througlﬂ the conducted interviews.

Msizi himself mentions that there is no government support for Peoplc
like him. Mabo‘cja shares my view thatina dcvcloping country like ours,
cntrcprencurslﬂip and the informal economy are the Oﬂl\(j saviours for
“most of ccomomica”y vulnerable, unskilled and semi-skilled individuals”
against our 2%.6% current unem logmcnt rate (Mabot'a, 21 ) ln{:orma!
economy, incluc{ing unregistere businesses run from gomes, street

Pavcmcnts and other informal Placcs, accounts for 10% of the countrg’s

domestic Proﬁt, that bcing estimated at Ré0 billion a year and 32 billion
of that coming from spaza shops and street vendors. T}wcse business
tgpes are said to emplog an average of two Pcop]c per business (Mabo—
’Eja, 21).

Tlﬂc ossibilities in the informal economy and cntrcprcncurship are
undcniable, but thcg have to be nurtured by the mainstream economy
and government forthem to sPring off. And not suggesting ‘hand~outs’;
] am suggcsting suPPor‘ting education and know!ec}gc systems, the onlg
real roots of cntrcprcneurship. ]nvolvcment of government and Privatc
sectors could start with ensuring, that institutions such as libraries take

the lead in rc—appropriating themselves to be Par‘t of this essential shift.

BUuY & BRAA A .
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RECONCEFTUALIZATIONOF THE LIDRARY -
INFORMED BY “ALEX

]n his article titled ]:itting ]ibrary services into the lives of the oor, for-
mer director of St ouis Fub]ic Library and ]:_Cli’cor of Fub!ic Library
anrtcr]y, Glen I Holt suggests that libraries in Pursuit of attracting
users and continuing qua]ity services in poor communities ask the ques-
tion; “rﬂow can our li})rarg clevclop and it its services into the lives of
the poor so thcg will benefit from what we know how to do?” rather than
one that most of those ]ibrarﬂ may be asking at the moment; “what ser-
vices should my ]ibrarg offer..? Qﬂo]t, ZOOé). Tl’lc rationale behind the
aPProPriatencss of the second ques’cion over first one is that the first
uestionis a Passive thought about !ibrary services, only taPPing into
'ELC ‘supp]3~siclc’ of the service, i.e. “]F we offer them this or that service
thcy will come” (Hol’c, 2006). The second qucstion is more comP]Cx, en-
gaging and hancl&on; it involves the process of Fincling out what Peoplc
concerned need and how will those that get involved bcnmcit, how will
their families benefit and even more subtle but still very imPortan’c; “how
will society benefit? (r“]o]’t, ZOOé). Tl’xc Product of the first qucstion will
result from faith and bclieﬂ while the second qucstion insPircs P!anning,
organization and dc]iv&rg of iibrary services rooted in factual analgsis

and outcomes laid out in advance.

At this Point the first step of asking for information has given me leads
as to what a ]ibrary in Alex should include and how it should be struc-

tured to attract new users and Provicle relevant services. The Fo”owing
suggestions, some also suPPor’ccd ]35 }ﬂolt’s thcorics, are a result ana-
lgsccl outcomes of interviews from my business Protagonis’cs in Alexan—

dra and a FCW gcncra] observations:

° A” agrced that Alcxandra needs a onc~stop—slﬂop forinforma-
tion on a number of skills that thcy lack to advance their businesses to
thc next levcl

° Some said if the services were with the time invested theg would
leave tl'xcirjobs for that little time, so iong as theg saw value in using
the services. TI’]C services would have to be ‘Packagcd’ in away that
saves time for users that go there with sPechCic Problems; e.g. dedicated
sections with solutions with rcgards to marketing skills containing video
tapes omcgrca’c sales Pcople, markcting magazines, etc. all in one Packagc
e Some services should be available at times convenient to dif-
ferent user groups (inc]uding Saturdags and Sundays for Par’cicu]ar
rograms). For most of the Pcop]c in’ccrviewccl, time is a scarce resource
Eccausc of the working hours thcy have to Put in order to get cnough
money to meet their montlﬁ]y needs. ]nc]uding Saturda9 and SLmdags
for Particular programs.
° Services should be delivered at the right locations in order to
reach aPProPria’cc sectors of society i.e. none of Alcxandra schools
have a iibrary; the ]ibrarﬂ should ‘go to schools’ in order to cultivate the
culture in young Pcop]c from a young age.
° ]n order to dcvclop its culture and promote itself the townshi
iibrary can benefit from making Par’mcrships with Popu]ar cultural insti-
tutions around that a]rcacly have ]argc and stcadg communities i.e. clay~
cares can benefit from the librarg by making the librarg its ‘extension’
while the li})rarg and parents mutua”g }Dcnmcit, other institutions that can
have that same mutual benefit inc]udc, churchcs, recreational Providers,
informal traclers, etc.
° Branc{ itself in the same fashion cell Phonc companies c{o; })5
sPrcading its essential service in the fabric of the township. A distrib-
uted !ibrary could shorten distance for many kids that need a P!ace of
studg and in this regarcl act as a safe haven after school.
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PRECEDENT STUDIESINTRODUCTION

The choice of Precedcnt studies was informed })5 rcspcctivc Projccts’
otential to directlg inform my dcsign developmcnt or pose uestions
to the dcsign. The different Erojécts’ influential qua!itics will differ from

Projcct to Projcct, not all of them will be relevant to my dcsign so onl

the relevant aspects of the clcsign will be discusses and cxplorccl in rela-

tion to:

o ]:]Cxibi!ity & Programmatic shift from the convention in Pursui’c of
a more contcxtua”y relevant librar

° Rélation of the librarg’s P}wysicai attributes to contextual issues

° Theoretica] basis of the ]ibrarg’s clcsign clevciopmcnt, csPeciany

theories that propose a radical shift from the norm to promote
optimal usage bg the Pub]ic
° ]ntcrior spaces c!esign in relation to program and accommodation
that promotes variet
The issues stated above will then be related to how thcg fail or suc-
ceed in their Posi’cion with regards their relevance to their respéctivc
contexts. The successes will be aPProPriatcd 5trcngthcn my theoretical
aPProac}‘v to the clcsign and cvcntua”y the dcsign clevc]opment. As the
clcsigﬂ goes t}wrough alteration and c!evclops this aPProPriation will also
clcvc]op and Probablg change creating a fresh Pcrspectivc of the origj-

nal theories.
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DAVID ADJAYE ~-IDEASTORE

Re!ation to context - | avid Acﬁage has been
Praiscd for his abilitg to Pick up on clualities of the
immediate context and incorPoratc the qua]itics
into his Pub]ic builclings. Onc of the best cxamp]cs
of this is visible in how his London ‘]dca Store’
librarg on Whitcchapel road, aPProaches the side-
walk and its activities that existed before the bui]diﬂg was conceived.
The ‘ldea Store’, according to him, is to be seen as a market P!ace for
ideas, a contact zone for know!ec}gc and a centre for research and ex-
cl’langc. Tl’]C immediate context is characterized bg a bu59 linear street
market located on a wide sidewalk (Adjagc, | 82). Tlﬂc wide sidewalk is
flanked })9 the colourful market’s tcmPorarg structures and a dull brick
bui]ding (which is the |dea Store’s immediate ncighbour} ‘decorated’
and }Drouglﬂt to life bg a host of colorful advcrtising boards (Acljagc,

i 82). Thc |dea Store feeds into these site sPcchcic characteristics in
two ways, one way on an abstract level and another more litcra”g S50.
First]g; the concept of ‘]dca Store’ as a trading house, corner store or

Provision shop of the community. ]n the same way the Provision shoP

ey 20 "?.A‘W;,, = > =

Erovidcs goocls for nourishment of the

oc!g, the ldca Store rcprcscnts the same

kind of oPPortunity for the mind’s hungcr
for cnlightcnmcnt. Thc imPrCssion of
‘trading’, bcing the main apparent activity
of the site, is here adoptcd bg the |dea
Store and continues at a different level
complcménting oreven strcngtlﬂéning the
existing activities’ energy.

Howcvcr, the clesign of the ground floor
fails to learn from the openness and
casg—to~acccss characters of the market
to make it more inviting to the user. The

(Adjaye, 2006, 191)

Fagade at street level fails to have a con-
nection with the Passenby that the exist-
ing market or any corner store would ]'lave,
one of openness that visib]g advertises
the Product in store. Acl'age sPeaks of
the imPortance of the sijewa”( to Public
builclings; he says “the sidewalk the side
walk rePresent the welcome mat into the
]dea Store, which is inseparable from

the street” (Acljaye, i Z) Eut then the
extremc]y subtle way in which the ]ibrary is

conjoinccl with the street hinders its abi(itg

to become Part of the c{ailg ‘tracling’ that
the ideal [dea Store ought to do.

t
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Thcjostlc and bustle of Alexandra’s rich
street life and the street edgc culture will
automatica”y dictate the ]dca Storc of
Aicxaﬂdra to deal more cgcctivcly with the
librarg’s relation to the sidewalk to tru!9
become a ‘welcome mat.

SCcondlg; the Physica! attributes of the im-
mediate context are drawn into the composi—
tion of the building’s appearance. Thc scale
of the Eui]ding rcasonab!y matches that of
surrounding Eui]dings, but no effort was put
into scaiing the bui]cling down at grouncl Eivcl
to emulate the scale of a store, this inm

view makes itless of an a Proachablc ‘store’
and does the building a cEsscrvicc in terms of
attracting Potcntial ‘customers’. ]ts colourful
facade’s pattern and matcrialitg were in-
spired bg the covering, material of the market

stalls (Acljagc, 182).

§ I WU S S S ! - 5 S -

SECOND-FLOOR PLAN
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OMA-SEATLE CENTRAL LIDRARY

OMA Flﬂilosophg and APProaclﬂ aspect of traditional libraries and the outcomes of the research ordered

the Form, programme and articulation of the ?unctioning of their Seattle
ln OMA’S research books for the Scattlc Librarg Koo”‘naas men- Céntra] Librarg.

tions the need for Pub!ic libraries to be redefined as a modern—day T!’]C building distributes functions over a number of floors bg consoli-
market Placc for encounters and Cxchaﬂgcs, a community hubs that Clating programmes into units which maximize Per‘Formancc of different
becomes “an intcgral part of mctropo!itan life” (Kubo & Ramon, 1 i). programmatic clusters. TI’ICSC programmatic clusters are differentiated
Koo”‘vaas opcncd himself up for Possibilitics of the range activi- AOILTATICNE oK TATIONS
ties the that ]ibrary could accommodate and as an cmphasis of VOTER REGHTRATION EOTIER REGISTIATION
this he even qucs‘cionéd whether it shouldn’t include inside VIDED Wk
it a homeless shcltcr, bookstore, ticket sales omcxcicc, FE— N ——
cinema, or a food court (Sanclﬂcz, 59). E_vcn . —
; . REMOTE ACCESS REMOTE NCCESS
though in character Scatt]c berary had to
be flexible and dative, OMA
e tlexible and accommoadative, was ART EXHIBITS ey
simultancously aware that a librarg is not a READERS ADVISORY . o : : READERS RSO
communitg centre. lnstead of crcating a YOUNG ADULTS SERVICES FRNG AALTS LEREES
sPacc that cou]cl bé use }33 a” For any IHFDHHATI“H EESK - X - [P ORRLETION DS
purpose, the Iibrarg has corners l.lll.l:"l.lHEH'H:l PROGRAN ! Y TR SR PR
of useful services. Through CHILDREN'S COLLECTION EHLDRENS GOLLICTION
) ] NO COsT 8o cosT
services offered and its de-
signs ability to accommodate TN . i ; : T B : -
9, ENPAHDED CORCERTION OF SERVICE = = i - : - INPRAISER) DOWEEFTION OF SERVICE
Erogrammatlc C}ﬂangc, the “MOBERS LIBRART [DEN" sl LA AT
uilding Phgsica”g and virtu- SPECIALIZATION LT
a”g promotes multip]icitg but still ANTRICAMTERTION - RSN ANLZETION
retains the identity of a library (San- INCREASED COMMUNITY PROMINENCE IWRLASED COmENTY PRCRIGE
chez, 39). ADULT EDUCATION sauLT EmuzaTon
SALAT BOOKS PASGERN GARAT BOCKS PROCAAN
Frogrammc/ f:lcxibilitg ' iy
TRAINING THE DISADVANTAGED TRAINS THE CELALVANTRIED
. . . INFORMATRON AND REFERRAL CENTERS INFORMATICH AM3 EEFIRRAL CENTERS
[~ xtensive research was done by the dcslgn team prior to
deciding on the dcsign concept
[3-1i 106D TAra 1HE0 1850 154040 1910 150 1x 5= e i i e fara Ll gl aT0d

of the librarg. Tl’lC research

was aimed at que st oning every This image by OMA shows the result of the evolution of the public library through the years with new additions(farm5.static.flickr.com)



the building bg a series of P]atmcorms (Sanchez, 30).

T he zones include; Parking, staff offices, meeting facilities, book collec-
tion, headquarters. |n order to accommodate the evcr~c}1anging de-
mands of Pub!ic space, the dcsign allows Pub!ic spaces of these zones’
programmes to mutate and grow inside their compartments without

invading other zones (Kubo & Ramon, 1 5). Tl’]CSC Public spaces (un~

412,000 sf 412,00 sf 412,000 sf
15 administration admlnlstraFlon hq
14 operations operations
13 collection services reading room
12 government & law
11 main collection bOOk:‘o i
spiral
10 main collection
e —pri mixing chambe
9 main collection non=pi nt 22 g
meeting
- Support )
E———
8 main collection
7 tech learning —
6 young adults =—— living room
5 children’s center public service
& general information reading staff
& periodicals
study & research
3 readers' forum = "
= collective i
2 entrance ; kids
. arrival
1 public forum
parking parking .
0 parking

1. Vecchia biblioteca
Previous library

2. Raggruppamento
delle funzioni
Programme consolidation

3. New Central Library

stable c]usters) are the interface between the functional (stablc) spaces
of the building; their Positioning is determined bﬂ neighboring ‘stable’
functions and thcg inc]ucle; the living room, the mixing clﬂamBer) the
children centre and the rcacling room (Sanchez, 30). T hese ‘unstable’
functions are intended as spaces of Plag, work and interaction between
different users and also as trading floors where the staff can interact
with the Public. The mixing, chamberis the centre of library’s information

-
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Terrace network where librarians and
Headquarters

5 users can interact (Kubo &
Ramon, 15). ] he information

network is organizecl in the

Attraction

Reading Room
Books

form of a book spiral’ which

H

a”ows a continuous ribbon O]C

Mixing Chamber information that flows seam-

Assembly 3

lcss!y making it easier for
the user to find information

(Kubo & Ramon, 5‘1").

Living Room

N

Attraction

pyv——— Relation to context

Parking

-

The bui]ding’s Programmatic

Consolidated arangement of functions

Other functions where off-centred allowing  Other functions where off-centred allow-
the Mixing Chamber as little exposure to sun- ing the Mixing Chamber as little exposure
light as possible. to sunlight as possible.

L

Y

T | \}
%

T

T

T

]

T

1T

boxes (cspccia”gcrub!ic spac-

es) are comcigurc inaway

that allows considered Points
in the surrounding to visua”g
have access to the interiors of
the g]ass bui]ding. Sanchez
reads the sPacious unxcolding
of the interior spaces as a

continuation of the citgscapc
rather than a building onits
own. | he Rcading Roomis
stratcgica”9 Positioncd toa
side of the bui]cling that maxi-
mizes view towards a ncarhg

bag.




FECKHAMLIBRARY e MEDIACENTRE

Dcsigncd to invite ciivcrsitg

The Peckham !ibrary is located in a multi-cultural south | ondon inner-
city community with almost no contemporary Pub!ic buildings that
celebrate the contcmporarincss of the mixed-culture life that exists
there. From inc@Ption in was meant to be a Popular library used by all it
serves and was seen an oPPortunitg to celebrate the diverse community
bg bcing a P]ace where Pcop]e can meet, hold mcetiﬂgs and introduce
children to the P]casures of reading (E_clwarcls & Fishcr, i"r}). Tl’lis
librarg inccption is rooted in the ‘social functions’ Principlcs mentioned
carlier on; “ccmcnting togcthcr communities of all types” and to “be a
meeting Placc and welcome and accommodate non-readers” (|~ dwards
& [Tisher, xi), and this was achieved througlﬂ cmploging several clcsign
interventions that break away from conventions to make the buildin

livc]u, inclusive and appcaling across different social and cultural groups

North Facade (http://absoluteastronomy.com)

(Edwarcls & {:islﬁér, i4~§).

T he multi-coloured glass Pancis covering an entire north facade are
not onlg sgmljo!ic of the cultural divsrsit9 and also give the }Duiicling an
attractive andjoyxcu] cxPcrience from outside. Pecause of that feature
and the high!g noticeable inverted ¢ » shape of the bui]diﬂg, the librarg
is Pcrccivccl initia”g }35 many as a pop-art building (Unknown, !iving~
Placcs.org.uk). Tl’lC inverted L~sha ed dcsigm recesses the entrance
from the street edgc tojusti{'y the sEaPc as avery functional Featurc; it
creates a sheltered Plaza in front of the librarg entrance, comfortabl
making the entrance communit9 meeting P]acc (E_clwarc!s & ]:isher, 145).
Ratlﬁcr thanjust beiﬂggust an entrance on a street cdgc, the entrance

becomes a Fricnc”g ‘welcome mat’ to the library.
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Frogrammc & ]ntcrior Spaccs

The bui]ding entrance is minimal because of the smart]g created Public
P]aza but the ]ibrarg on]g starts on the floors above. Thc lower floors
are occuPicd 139 council information and advice centre (which includes
Paging taxes), librar9 staff offices and a lift lobbg that directs one up

to the ]ibrarg above. Fositioning the ]ibrarg on the floors above is an all
beneficial arrangement as it allows the ground floor square to carry out
the all important social function of meeting but still avoids the noise and
bustle of the street and permits better views for readers (E_dwards &
Fisher, 143). T he oPcn—Plan rcadinybook stack roomis 12m above
ground level and has a high (double volume) cci]ing level itself giving the
expcricnce of rcading and using the ]ibrarg a clignhciccl spirit. ApartFrom
the silence benefits, ]iglﬂt benefits in the reac{iﬂg space are maximised bg
its clevated Position and the entireiy glazcd north facade pours in the
light as well. Book stalls and other disp]ag stalls for a number of activi-
ties (c.g. DVD stalls) are rhytlﬂmica”g but Free!g organizccl in the open

P]an to create a casual but respcctable sense of space. Threc giant

coconut-like sPccial activitg Pods Picrcc through the double volume
space. The Pods include an Afro-(Caribbean literature collection in the

http://upload.wikipedia.org) m-“_ o
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centre, a children’s !ibrary ﬂanking itand a meeting room on the oppo-
site flank.

Re!ation to context

The most successful attribute of this iibrarg is how the dcsign rcsponds
to the brief of creating a tru]y Pub]ic building. As]op and Stommer had
the task of clcsigning “a bui!ding that will bring Prestigc to the bor-

ouglﬁ and a welcome Psgcl’lologica] boost to the areas”, that “should

be a modern building that is ahead of its time but also one that does

not alienate Pcoplc by giving an a pearance of c]itism, strangeness

or cxc!usivitg” ((/Inknown, ]iving~PEccs.org.ui<>. T he client wanted the
PCOP!C served bg it to relate to it architcctura”g and in terms of services
offered, cventua”g l’laving a sense of owncrslﬂip of and Pride in the
building. Through how the Arclﬂitect deals with the Piazza, programme,
materials and arrangement of spaces, the iibrarg is very successmcul, that
affirmed }39 the Popuiarity of the ]ibrarg and its oPtimal usage in terms of
attendance and lending of books ((/Inknown, living~P]accs.org.u1<). The
librarg also Pchorms other social functions that seek to uplhct sectors of
the communit9 including hel ing artists set up in redundant local indus-
trial spaces and organizing chtiva!s and creative activities (some held
at the librarg Piazza) to engage local residents and nurture local talent

((/In!mown, ]iving~Placcs.org.ui<>.

Il
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FHIOENIXSMARYVALE LIBRARY & PALO VERDE
COMMUNITY CENTRE

Hgbrid Avrchitecture for Youth

The Projcct was part of a rej uvenation of the heart of the half century
old Margvalc town }33 adcling a !ibrary, community centre and a Pool
inside an a]rcadg existing Park. T he theme of the community centre/
librarg dcsign is centred on exercise, with the ]ibrarg bcing the Faci]itg
for mental exercise and the community centre being for bocli]g exercise
(A)ANI, 2007). Thc two indcpcndcnt facilities are on]y ten metres
apart and onlg divided }39 a narrow wa”(wag the two builciings are in
direct Clia]oguc with each otl‘lcr; this is made Possiblc bg the transpar-
ency of program from outside and the obvious details of eciual scale and
matcriaiity that the share in elevation. | he visual connection made pos-
sible 139 the shaded glass of the two structures reinforces this Cliaioguc
from the users view Point, but more imPortantlg allows the transPareﬂc9

of activities from the street cluring both c{ag and night which creates a
wclcoming aura and enhances the ‘publicness’ of the Eui]dings. T}wc
smart]g orchestrated dia]oguc also allows the two different programmes
share an auclicncc; the clualitg of the Clesign benefits both bui!dings to

maintain optimal rcgu]ar usage making this a successful communitg hub

(AJANYI, 2007).

Frogrammc

Tl’lc community centre is charac-

terized bg the visua”y accessible :
mnasium which caters for vo”cg —
ball and basketball courts, a mul- |

tipurpose theatre which seats u /[ B ' .

to 150 Pcoplc, a Yout}w Loungc,




an auditorium with a stage and Projcction screen seats up to 80 Péopic,
arts and crafts room, a fitness centre on the mezzanine level with bikes
and a walking track, two dance rooms, a kitchen and music room. The
librarg is smaller in Plan and oniy consists of the basic service area and
a librarg Pubiic area. The Pubiic area was Clcsigncci with young Peoplc
in mind as the main target. Thc space does reflect that in its appear-
ance and the optimai usage of the librarg ]35 5outiﬂ is testimony to the
dcsign’s success. Both the librarg and the community centre attract five
thousand users claiig, the ma'ority of those being r"lispanic and A]Cr'i~
can-American users who ma‘{«i up the majority of the Margva]c Fopuia~
tion (Pearson, 2006: 129).

Réiation to context

Maintaining the recreational Park guidccl the site ciesign and buiiding
lagout. Thc new structures line up with the existing Poo] in such awa
the three civic functions are adjacent to the main north-south main roacl,
5 1st avenue. A Part of the existing Pari< also had to be Preservcci as a
contcmplative bufferfor the iibrarg (wcncic”burncttcarchit@cts.com)

anuBoon |
nauuon
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FPRECEDENT STUDIES CONCLUSION

The different Prcccdcnt studies deal success{:uny with different ele-

ments of re~conccptua!izing the norm to create more Functional architec~

ture, thus increasing usage. The Priﬂciplcs in these examples will later
be used as my dcsign Principlcs and incorporatcd in the esign process.

David Adjagc — Librarg on Whitcchapc]

. 3
) A

“lclea store”

The idea of the sidewalk as a ‘welcome mat’ to a building is a Principle
that can work very well in the context of Alexandra‘ Sidewa]ks are
where PeoPle share news and stories in Alex, in my case the ‘welcome

mat’ can be used to attract interest to what haPPens in the main build-

ing.
OMA — Seatt]e Centra[ Librarg
“Stablc and Unstable Fl‘ograms”

Tl‘le unstable spaces are unallocated
transition spaces between detailed

. (. . Stable
spaces that deal with sPecnclc Functlons;
these unstable spaces become versatile in
nature of gunctionaii’c}j and also allow us-
ers of stable spaces to exPerience func-

tions tl—leg may not be using.

Urxstablc

Fcckham Librarg & Media Ccntrc

Fublic on grounc{, more Privatc clevated

The Peckham Library succeeded in making the ground level a versatile
ublic arena that promotes Puljlic interaction for various reasons. Thc

Eui]dinggcts more Privatc as one is elevated up to more spcchcic func-

tions, creating three gradicnts of Privacg.

Margvale Library

\/isual connectivit

Two completelg comqicting programs are here P]acec] next to each
otherin a manner that promotes visual interaction. | he two programs
occupy different sPatial volumes but share the same audience because

of the visual connectivitg maintain between the two spaces.

Frogramme i — I [] D Frogrammez
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section 4



CHOICEOF SITE

Mang South African townships are characterized ]33 some common el-
ements; one of the most undeniable being poverty. Alexandra is one of
the most dense!g Pol:)ulatcc] townships in Johannesburg with just under
one hundred thousand Peop]e per square kilometre. |t is estimated 350

Below: Johannesburg Disadvantaged vs.
Advantaged areas (The endless city: 2007) .

Below: Johannesburg - Gauteng
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Below: Johannesburg Population Map (The
endless city: 2007)

DOWNTOWN

Right: Johannesburg Unemployment Stats
(The endless city: 2007)

thousand P]us residents and unof}cicia”g even estimated to be at a high
of 500 thousand Peop!c staging in the four thousand formal houses and

34 thousand shacks of A!ex (ARF Summit KReview, ZOO‘l"). Over 70 %
of the residents are unskilled and of that over 60% is unemploged, but

Johannesburg Human Density Study (The endless city: 2007)




most of these PcoPle earn a ]iving bg Providing some sort of service from
sc”ing vegetab]es, street barber shops to small car washes. The deter-
mination to survive is alive in them and it shows througlﬂ these not-so-
ProFitablc but cnough~1cor~surviva! businesses.

MARLBORO SOUTH

WYNBERG

LOMBARDY WEST

T his thesis uses these dcmographic characteristics as motivation to
pursuc a Public bui]ding that aPProPriatclg services a determined Pub!ic
that will survive the worst on conditions, but lack the basics of changing
that survival mentalitg to one of rosperitg. |t all starts with education
and a !carning resource centre ’cEat is informed by this determination
to survive can transform its users and cventua”g feed a new hunger to
rosper. An oﬁciciaug estimated 60.5 percent of the residents there are
Ectwecn the ages of 18 and 34, coupled with this, most onlg have matric
and below of formal education (AR Summit Review, 2004). (Given
the mentioned demographic information and statistics, | believe | did not
choose Alex as a thesis site; the context and its characteristics are the
reason for the thcorieulatcd and the How~uP intervention.

e
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HISTORICALDEVELOFPMENT OF ALEXANDRA

Alexandra was origina”g part of afarm owned }39 a Mr. Fapcmcus, who
in 1904 decided to dcve]op a white suburb on a Portion the farm and
named the suburb after his wi{:c, A!cxanc{ra. Due to the distance away
from Johanncsburg centre there were bugcrs. Black Peop]c started
buging into the area before the 1913 | and Act which Prcvcnted black
coP!c from buging land in ‘white areas’. Bg 1912 the area had a]rcadg
Eccn Proclaimcd a ‘native townshiP’ and bg 1916 the Population had

The begginings of Alexandra - _ATE'KI' T
An Advert for Land: 1904 . TOWN Q..PP_R_A

LOuIs BOTHA AVE

ihgacs Momran Jolaisilngg

Adexand ra Tewnsn in 13048

Alexandra Township:
1950’s

WYNBERG

Aleraadra Towhnstin 13505

MARLBORO SOUTH

ALEANDRA TOWNSHIP

STUDY AREA

reached 30 000. Tlﬂc Johanncsljurg Cit9 Counci!, which did not take

rcsponsibi]it of the area as it was outside of its area oF_juristiction,
assignccl A]cxandra }”lcalth Committcc (Af"‘lC) to managing the area
but the AHC was not allowed to raise funds for the management. This
lead to reduced management and lack of resource dcvclopmcnt which
got worse every year that Passcd aggravatcd }39 the incrcasing Popula~

tion in the area.
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“Old Alexandra”: Main connecting Roads

LOMBARDY WEST

— ROOSEVELD STREET
— _LONDON ROAD
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]n the carig 50’s the Dcpar‘tmcnt of Native Aicicairs (DNA}, under the
aParti‘icici administration, took control of Alcxandra. Ti‘:c DNA forc-
iijlg moved an estimated 50 000 Pcoplc to Soweto and Ti‘iembisa with

the intention to reduce the Popu]atiori to numbers managcabic for them.

While other similar black owned areas near the Joiﬂanncsburg central
were demolished and their residents moved for new towns, Aicxandra

was lmct to exist on]g because it was a valuable source of Cl’lCaP labour
For thc norti'icrn suburbs.

]n the carig 60’s the government, seeing the residents of Aicxancira just
as Jabour with no full citizcnsi‘lip, P]anncci to build a hostel city’ an the
family houses were to be demolished. T he hostel city was to consist of
25 hostcls; each of these hostels was to house 2500 same sex siriglc
Peopic, but after buiiding 3 of them the Pians were halted. ]n the earlg
80’s a new iagout called the ‘garcicn citg’ was again to see all houses de-
molished for a suburb consisting of a central business area, Parics, ]igi'it

industrg and sports complcxcs. | ittle of it was implemcntcd. [n 1986 the
‘urban rcncwafpian’ was introduced coinciciing with the declaration of a
State of E_mcrgencg. Thc new direction was run by the State Secu-
rity (ouncil suPPor‘tcci bg the Defence [Torce; the Pians were protest-
control driven but not much was done in this Pcriod as the Pcriod be-
tween 1991 and 1993 was marked ijg Po]itical chaos in the area. |n this
time other ﬂcigi’ibouring extensions such as [~ ast Pank were built. T he
next signhcicant cievc]opmcrits were executed bg the A]exari&ra Re-
newal Projcct (ARF) which bcgan oPcratiﬂg in 2001. (Source: ARF

website, www.alexandra.co.za).

MODDERFONTEIN A.H.
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Oid Aiexancira & more recent Dcvelopments
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ALEXANDRARENEWAL FPROJECT -
RECENT AND FUTURE DEVELOFMENTS

The Alexandra Renewal Frojcct (ARP)is a Rm 1.3 urban renewal
_joint venture Projcct between National, Provincial and | ocal (Gov-
ernment aimed at restoring one of Johannesburg’s oldest townslﬂips
dignitg and Pride, tlﬂrough addressing economic, social and Phgsical
dcvclopmcnt. Thc mandate is to ngradc living conditions and human
dcvclopmcnt Potcntia! within Alex.

SOmc of the major Pro'ccts that have a!rcaclg been undertaken and
currcntly unclcrwag ind]uclc the dcvclopmcnt of the Jukskei Riveras a
green striP of outdoor activities. Several 3 — 4 storey residential blocks
of social housing clusters can be witnessed both in the old A!cx and the
much better ]ooking [~ ast Pank section. | he Projcct will create better
connections between the O]cl Alcx and [ ast Bank 133 upgrading of
London road and Rooscvclt Strcct, also aiming at a better connection
between the two major highwags on the east and west of Alexandra, the

# HIBH-WAY ROADS L —
7 RIVER & TRIBUTARIES —

V4 MAIN ROADS / CONNECTIONS

M1 Highway

P

Mi and Nﬁ.

Some of the l'lousing Projects that are still in progress include rdp hous-
ing, conversions of existing hostels into social housing units. One of the
most visible Projccts 139 the ARF is the 16 000 m2 Pan African 5hop~
Ping centre which is integratcd with a taxi rank to see Alex’s busiest
area receiving about 10000 users a dag.




THESITE

T he site | have chosen is one of the few empty spaces of Alex on the
corner of 7ti1 Avcnuc and Rooscvci’c. ] did research on the few open
spaces in the township to determine which would be most ap ropriate
for my intervention. | chose to Pian my intervention on one of the two
existing soccer itches on site. (aiven the nature of the game being a
back and forth ball game, locals have resorted to utilising onig one of
these Pitci'ics at a time ciuririg matches because of the linear iagout of
the Pitci-ics and the ball from one game usua”y disturbs the oti'iergamc.

LONDON ROAD
8TH AVENUE
SITE

[ sPORTS FIELDS

OPEN PASSAGES

(PARTLY INVADED)

OPEN SPACES

ROOSEVELD STREET

One obsolete soccer Pitci‘x ina space of two Pitci'ies means that onig
one pitch is necessary. The sports fieldis a very imPortant ublic arena
for the 3outi'i of the townsi'iip but given that one is alwags oEsoicte on

the busiest street in Alexandra, it makes the space under-utilised. T he
space, being one of the few meeting Piaces icorgouti'i of all ages, gave

me oPPortunitg to insert my intervention as it would draw from the audi-
ence of the sport Pitci‘r and conversclg, the librarg, being an all- inclusive
Pubiic institution, would contribute Positive13 to the Pitci‘i’s utilization.
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EMMEDIATE NEIGHPBOURS

I . Men’s Hostel: Courtyard

il - ?j_.} m:f._*;'

eighbouring Residential Zone
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SITEDOCUMENTATION

The ARF has also invested in a number of public institutions sprcad
Fairlg even in A]ex. Alcx is made up of Nort ~50Utl’l Avenues which

stretch from the one end to the ot er, the central one bcing 8th avenue

Tlﬂe chosen site Positions my intervention central to the townslﬂip’s civic
life and other Pub!ic services. | he site is also on the busiest road con-

necting residential and the main shopping centre and taxi rank; this gives
which one resident called ‘the heart of Alex'. Kunning Pcrpcndicular to the intervention maximum exposure and visibilitg to the average resident
them are the three main vehicular roads, inc!uding | ondon Road on the making it hard to not know about as is the case with the existing libraries

south border of the township and Roosevc]t Strcct.

FPublic Service Structures @

which most Pcoplc have never been to or know where it is.

ROOSEVELD STREET

LONDON ROAD

i Frimary School (Grade o- 7) & Creche

2. Police station / Reagile Higl’m School (orde 8-12

3. Frimary school (]Phuteng School Cluster)

4. Frimary school (]Phuteng School Cluster)

5.] ast Bank High School Grs-i12

6. MC Weiler Frimary School Gro-7

7. Minerf High Schoo] Grs-i2

8. | ennis courts change rooms

9. Tl’]usong Community [Hall (incloor sports events ie.,
batminton, karate, etc. Also used community info centre
e.g HIV Aids, Pensions, RDF house registrations

10. [Fire station / ARF information centre

i1.Petrol Station/SOCial (Grants Registration (Centre

i2. Ekhuuﬁa Ngisweni Frimarg School

i15. Alexsan KoPano Community Ctr/ Alex T ourism Ctr

i4. Childrens Library

15. St Fubert Romam Catholic Church

16. |nformal taxi arking lot,/ car wash

i7. InterPretation Ctr Youth Cultural Ctr) / Mandela [House

18. Pan African ShoPPing Center,/ Alex T axi Rank

19. Alex Clinic

20.F du Training Centre <5cience & Technologg)

21. Thoko Mngoma Clinic

22. Alexandra Hfgh School

2%, Gordon Frimarg School

24, Cl’]urch

25. Earb Development Centre

26. Nokuthule Special School

= =
@

8TH AVENUE
SITE

PUBLIC SERVICE STRUCTURES
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ACTIVITYINTENSITY -Roosevelt Raod
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FEDESTRIANMOVEMENT (T raffic ntensity)

“Where there are People (in Alex),
there is oPPor’cunitg for all sorts of
activity?, these words an Alex-born
Resident [Trank. ] he streets of
Alex act as work offices for man
sch—cmP]ogcd residents and in that
way an open source of leaming for
those with aspirations to do some-
thing similar. Wherever there is a
new node of interest in Alex street
trade follows sl'xortlg in the around
that area.

LEGEND : PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY

INTENSE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVITY

MODERATE ACTIVITY

LOW ACTIVITY

VERY LOW ACTIVITY

» FORMAL BUSINESS SET-UPS

SEMI-FORMAL BUSINESS

INFORMAL BUSINESS SET-UPS

g *
R
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VEHICULAR TRAFFIC (Intensity) VEHICULAR TRAFFIC (Speed)

VERY HIGH TRAFFIC (50 & OVER CARS PER 5 MINUTES)

VERY FAST PACE (80 KM/H & OVER)

HIGH TRAFFIC (30 - 50 CARS PER 5 MINUTES) FAST PACE (60 KM/H)

MODERATE TRAFFIC (>20 cARS PER 5 MINUTES) MODERATE PACE (40 KM/H)

MODERATE TRAFFIC (>10 cCARS PER 5 MINUTES) MODERATE PACE (30 KM/H)

LOW TRAFFIC (> 5 CARS PER 5 MINUTES) SLOW PACE (20 KM/H)

VERY LOW TRAFFIC ( 1 CARS PER 5 MINUTES) SLOW PACE (20 KM/H & BELOW)

SITE SITE



| TAX] RANKF:

P AN

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY
HABITAT FOR H
ALEXANDR A

SELF HELP
* HouSING PROJECT

W

it

ik, o son st

The Street as a Generator

Alexanérans take owners!ﬁip of

y their streets in several ways. The

| most visible Perlﬁaps being the way

in which businesses are set up on
street edges and relﬁ on exPlEiDcit
and vigorous adver’cising to attract
Pe&estrian traffic. Tl’ﬂ’s unaPolo~
getic way of maximising, exposure of
business gives A]exan&ra streets
an immediate liveliness filled with

oPPortunitﬁ, and out of that a sPirit

< of cntrePreneurslﬁiP can be born.
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STREET EDGE CONDITIONS vs INFORMAL
BUSINESS SET-UFS

J \ A 4
LEGEND : INVADED SIDEWALK

PAVEMENT (SIDE WALK) INVASION

. FORMAL BUSINESS SET-UPS T o e
. SEMI-FORMAL BUSINESS Walkways

a ag
L INFORMAL BUSINESS SET-UPS

Tem orary Business Set—u ’s (part of built fabric)
Due to lack of open space in the ovcr~PoPulatecl townslniP, the town- i mr

ship’s narrow walkwags are often narrowed down even more in several Temporary Set-Lps (Pack-Clp’s)
ways, from house extensions to informal business set-ups. The trading |

stalls are often meeting Placcs for residents, making street trade an
imPortant contributor to street life in Alexandra.



MOVEMENT (Primary Patterns)

Patterns of Pedcstrian movement are not limited to street lagouts in
A]ex. Thc street is the more formal and Primarg Pattern of movement,
but the housing ]agout use of outside spaces imPosc an extension of

the street into individual ‘ProPcr‘cies’ to a Point where there are no

individual Proper’cics but communal courtgards and passageways.
Due to the sizes of residential units not being adequatc) these

2\

ard

B

s

extensions of the normal street are esscntia”g created bg the need for
these communal spaces and the sccondarg streets connect these com-
munal spaces. Secondar3 streets then lead to more focused Pathwags
to resicﬁntial units.
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MOVEMENT (Sccondarg Fattcrn)
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DBRIEF

Thc Bricmc and programme are derived from an accumulation of theories
from earlier chaptcrs in relation to the revealed dcmographics socio-cul-
tural characters of the studg area. Thc aim of the brief is to establish, in
a summarized format, the needs of the area and the programme will use
the brief to create an architectural response with rcgards to dcaliﬂg with
combining and cmploging the needs into an architectural solution.

The Proposcd architectural intervention will address the main issue of
re~aPProPriation of township libraries to their contexts. Tlﬂc scheme
should establish itself as a tru!g Pub!ic building }39 aclclrcssing the issue
of relevance to towmslﬂip dcmograp}‘vics & conditions and cvemtua“y limit
the existence of township libraries as a distant concept. T his will ad-

dress at the Fo”owing comPoncnts:

o Clﬂangc Pcrceptions about the librarg as a service Provider
° Direct owncrship of the ]ibrarg }33 the community

° 5hortcncd distances for minor and c!clcr|9 users

U ngrading of surrouncling for immediate nciglﬂbours

o Encouraged usage

o Market Placc for services

Thc brief includes two aspects; Firstiy the cxp]oration of a townsl‘lip
librarg as a ‘street corner varsity’; the idea of the librarg as scgmentcd
institution that spreads itself in and becomes part of the fabric of the
townslﬂip. T his involves an urban scheme that contains network of small
libraries that are run }35 ncigl'xboring citizens trained to Providc spccixcic
librarg services. Sccondlg; the ‘imowlcclgc markctplace’ will exp]ore and
ush the boundaries of the !ibrarg’s role as a ‘store’ for new knowlcc}gc.
Eﬂﬂs ‘shoP’ will include amenities that will go bcyond Providing relevant
information to encouraging its Practice and Production of new ski“s,
knowlcdge and economic chang@ for the township. This re!ativc|9 largcr
infrastructure will be the new centre for Cducationa], social and econom-

ic growtlﬂ for Alcxandra and will address issue such as these:

° A new node the townslﬂip’s economic dcvc!opmcnt
° A meeting Placc forthe young and old alike

° A new node of business information

e An cntreprencurship centre

. Social and community facilities

° Sklus Devc!opmcnt centre

. Social and community facilities

FPROGRAMATIC TRANSFORMATION

nvesra
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BRANDING, MARKETING & LIBRARY FPROGRAMS

This intervention will not encourage usage, attract new users and
cl’langc Pcrccptions unless it sPrcads and establishes itself as part of
the grain of A!cxandra. ]t has to collaborate with township networks
and visua”g send out a strong message of presence n orcrcr to achieve
functional success. | he intervention will be reinforced }33 librarg pro-
grams and markcting strategies that include the Fo”owiﬂg:

. Disscminating programs information through institutions a!ready
Popu]ar in the towns}ﬂip such as; Spaza Sl’IOPS, cell Phonc containers,
ctc. with benefits to those taking art in the networks.

° A common markcting emblem in the form of matcria!itg, colours
and sgmbo]s derived from the main librarg that will be attached to bus
stops, spaza shoPs, Piastic bags, t~sl1irts, etc.

. Know!cc{gc and skills acquircd at the librarg througlﬂ different

Programs will be showcased tiﬁroughout

the townshiP through Par’cicipant
Proc{ucts i.e. mobile tracling
stalls, fast-food shoPs, hair
salon sta”s, etc.

Spaza shoPs & (Cell Phone SI’IOPS, bus stops to be used to disseminate information

Librarg hours to be convinient for Peop|e wori(ing long hours, self

R

am
.

emPlogec!, cte -

Work

Evcrgone canbe a ‘librarg em-
bassador ’chrouglﬂ these librarg~ 73
owered interventions. [~ xample;

Mobile trading stalls from «Skills
Librarg programs” will be sold at
minimal Prices, the stalls will, in their
design, reflect the design lamguage
of the librarg, slowlg cstablishing
the librarg as a ‘Productive’ aspect
of the community.

Rccgded bg Librarg “students”



Froposed Library Network; ]ncluding schools, sl—uops, trac{ers, }Jus~stops creches etc.

o Sma”cr versions of the main [; brarg will be -_ yomo o

aPProPrlated into different schools and in the com- 'a — N ~\
mumtg as lerary extensions’ scr\/mgd fferent ‘\‘
services aPProPrlate& to different circumstances. at, B gs

These centers, established in the residential fabric of
the townshi Wl” also be Par‘cly owned }39 trained com-
mumtg members with benefits and incentives to ‘extent
ions’ that attract optlmal usage. Thls Prodram will also
contribute Pos:tlvelg to the Commun1t9 by glvmg Partxc1~

Pants managcrla! aﬂ& orgamzatlona] Si(l”s

J Conncctmg the townsl'nP with Icarmng institu-
tions such as U\]]SA —=s "
° Brmgmg business information and expertlse '.“_yﬁ‘\:g" o
close to Pcop!e e.g. Youth business Func{s business . e :gq
- 7 ary] IH

loans m{:ormatlon business NGO s, etc.

w»

l.l-}..,
u.!n- bRtede
I-‘:': 3‘-1\ -"11 '-""“ :

T}’]e li }Jrﬁry will extend itself into the towm%hlp usmg maJor and PoEulﬁr
Pedestrnn routes as a guxde to a Street Corner \/ﬁrcnty networ!
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!!\
FroPosed Librarg I xtensions include interventions of varying scales

from trading stalls to reading spaces inserted in the township ina way
that complements the fabric of the township.
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Reading
Skills

General Work
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[ nquiries

Service
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FPROGRAMME

Social programme & Amenities

Kestaurar\ts
Public V\/orkshops
SPorts Facilities
L4 FPublic KSquare

o Coffee Shops

» Fa rk

» ¢ . » Alids Awareness (r.

& Sports [acilities
SOCIAL FROGRAMME *
»

f L
Educahon Frogramme ’ Ibrary programmes
» Ac{u]t E_c[ucation Centre

» D83 (Care (entre
Carecer Guidace Centre
Youth Resource Lounge
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[~ conomic Frogrammc

ECONOMIC PROGRAMME. *

@nufacturing \5ectD »

¥ GEoisa> o
»

@m mercial Sector

Light |ndustrial

. CraFts Workshops

Formal Trading
lmcorma] Re’caf]
R etail SPaces
Storage 5Pace

Entrepreneuria] Support
NGO’s Facilities

SMI\/‘E‘S Loaﬂ Ceﬂtre
SMME"S Support Cnt
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Skills and Training Frogrammc

Literac &Numerac Fro rams
e » 4 4 5

Orgarnisationa] Skills
Leadership Skills

. Pusiness Management
Entrepreneurship 5‘(1”5

. Computer Literacg
. ’ . . @ ‘ Financial Management
Sales & Mar‘(eting 5!(1”5
SKILLS & TRAINING *

»
. Art Workshops
Cra]cts & Carpentry
]ndustria] 5‘(1”5 . Meta] work
. Construction
Mechanic
E]ectrical Wor‘cshop



oung Adt ts
Frimary & Secondary Scholars
Higl-l Scholars
Young Adults (post high school)

| ong Distance |_earning Students
5 g
Jo‘burg Terﬁary ]nstitutions Students

(neducated Adults

Aspirant Small Business Owners
Job Seekers

|nformal T raders
Spaza & other Small Business Owners

I otential E_ntreprencurs

Community

1 Briel / ["'rogramme |

I ormal | ra!ing

|nformal trading
Retail
Storage
Crafts Workshops

Ligl-nt |ndustrial Worksl-:ops

Small Business Suppor‘t
Small Business | oan Centre
NGO‘S Support Structures

E ntreprenecurship Support

. e | = " -
NNg | rogramm

Dusiness Management
Entrepreneurslﬂip 5kills
Computer ]_iteracy
f:inancia| Management
Sales & Marketing Skills
Art Workshops
Carpentry and Meta| work
Cons’cructfon
Mechanics
l:_|ectn'ca| Worksl‘:op
Literacy & Numeracg Frograms
Orgarnisational Shkills
|_eadership Skills
5outE Kesource ! ounge
Career Guidance Centre
Day Care Centre
Acluh: E_clucation Centre
Communitg Librarg programmes
Kestaurants
Fublic Workshops
Spor'ts [Facilities
Public Square
Coffe 5‘10[:)5
Park
Alids Awareness (_entre

Business & [:inancial Ac‘lvise Centre
NGOs Facilitg

Workshops & Storage Spaces

Worl(s}'uop Spaces
Video Rooms & (Conference / Meeting Rooms

Formal / |nformal
Studg/ | ecture Rooms

IE_ducational Flag Spaces
Teaching/ Learning Rooms with Computers
Resting Rooms

Storyte”ing/ Educational Games Rooms

[ xams 5Pace
Staff Kiosks

Reference Sections / P ook Stacks (Several)
Stucly SPaces (Several - DiFF.Furposes)

Staff Kiosks / Office

Job Seeker's Section (newspaper desks,...

..advert. Boards, app]ication assistants, etc)

Metal, Wood, Sewing, Crafts, [~ lectrical, etc

Restaurants & Cog:ee Shops
Fart]g Covered Librarg Square
YOUtI’l Lounge

Reading Fark

Existing itcl’)/ New Action 5occer itch
Basketba”/ Netba” court
Spectator S’Canc‘s

]nternet CaFes & Computer Literacg Rooms
Searcl'l & Research Computers

Loca] Radio Station
Local Sports Ogice

H]V/Alds & Tb In{:o Centre
Teenage Fregnancy Advise Centre

80



Builc{ing Frogramme

Building Frogrammc

Social
Meeting SPaces

[Health |nformation (entre

O utdoor SPor‘ts

Kestaurants & CoF}Cee Shops

]nternet Ca)ces

[ ducational
Adult T ducation Centre
Daycare Centre
{nisa Admin. Office

ComP uter | itera cy Kooms

| ibra ry Services

[ conomic

.

Business Support (entre
Froduction Studios
Shkills Training Centres
Rental Space

Training Workshops & Studios
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ZONES

SOCIAL & EDUCATIONAL

life Skills

Education Programme
Social

Health

SKIWS & TRAINING

Crafls &
Industrial Skills

Manvfacturing Sector
Retail Sector

economic

Economic Skills

Commercial Sector

39 % :
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DESIGNFPRINCIFLES e DEVELOPMENT
. SPLIT CONFIGURATION

T_‘]aving split my programme into three very different components, this
lead me to Cxp]orc ana Proacl’v of ‘split Comciguration’ which allowed me
to spatiaug exPlorc anfpush the limits of the different components ie.a
business ]ibrarg component with a ‘business vibe’ to it. This also has the
added advaﬂtagc of c]ari‘cg and ]cgibilitg for users. This comciguration
was also inspired }33 the Scatt]c librarg’s ‘stable and unstable zones’
thcory. Tl’]ésc comPonents would then be bound togcthcr }33 common
Public (unstab]c) spaces.

1_Common/ Fublic SPace

. FUBLIC SQUARE

]n areversed Fasl’n’on, this Princip!c is the same as the previous one.
T}ﬂc centre of the site is to be a Pub]ic distributor of focus to differ-
ent components. By P!acing a gcneralfublic function in the centre, all

componcmts will be visua”g accessible

orthe Public.

.2

1
1
I
[
!
|

ﬂm

Fublic Square

|
]
I
1
'
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e ZONELAYERING & aPProPriation of zones to site

conditions.

Looking at existing site conditions and patterns of its use, | fol-
lowed a program distribution process aimed at maximizing func-
tional Per{:ormancc of the different programs. Both on a ]argcr
(sitc) scale and a smaller (building scale, ] cxPlorcd the concept of
a “growing program”; at Eui!ding scale this looks at how one ]argc
comPoncnt (c.g. 5‘0” Ccntre) houses several smaller functions

that grow from one largcr program.

Exnisting
Playgroung

85



. GROWING PROGRAM e

] explored the concePt of a “growing Program”; at

building scale this looks at how one largc compo- gl -'ffl
nent (e.g. 5!(1” (Centre) houses several smaller ! M s L s
Functions that grow From one !arger Program. § i

5@@ cxample (right)

|
\

gl
(gt
LUy

r
|
|
1

Formal

Trade [

]nf:ormal

Books
Skills Workstations

Sales Display

Traclc

86



GENERATOR

liu..rh..ﬂm

LT T -

3 S . —
e e e 1 | 1 L |

1
N ¢ )
)
.Id b U
i =
L oo
O,QDa f
o)
m O <
5@
n B -
mm,nla ’
=0
ggrﬂ 5 _——
,mrmﬂ
£ 0 0
S
N2 d
- 2
°E o
woo,
§ e
mamm
TWAD\/F,
i -0 =2
0 Lo
£ Gy ©
S Y
< 6 X7
0 &2 8
W Gy
bCI.GLﬂL
0
£ <€ 9
cE 6 E
0B >0
= .
Cﬂam
=2 o 3
Q
s,h,SC
5 02 o
NS
R
S g
g Y v
r.mca%
WE 2w
5 G-1
w Pt 09
XOC =0
Ll18 €%
S B 0




FRYiLIM]NAKY FOOTFR]NT Accentuatcd Movement Pa’ctcms on site

PProPriation to site traffic

Frogra m

trian traffic

Stucig, bookstack,

internet, etc. located

at the least noise
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Visual Conncctivity

Frogramme j—> ; f - D E— Frogrammc 2
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Ground ]:loor as iargeig a Pub]ic Plahcorm

Feckham Librarf

Frivate Ha’mcorms

aul’\stable” FUBL]C Programme
Social Fla’mcorm

Stuclg/ Bookstack, etc

Social Platform

Librarg services lifted to 1st floor - (Ground [Floor (OFEN LIBRARY)

to be Public interface that introduces communitg to library services
| |

{ m, Tem | EEman IO Ooimfrm éw A |9 ‘

——t— { - THHE—L o




OFEN L]BRAK]E_S are to be the first

Point reference for Potential users.
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LIDRARY EXTENSIONS
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This is a network of commercial and skills & training workshops and At site sca]e, these extentions are both attached & Freestancling inserts
Eermancnt trading stalls that are inserted in the grain of the townshiP that suPPor’c the buildings Pub!ic program.
oth at an urban scale and site scale as Part of the Iibrary’s “Practical

learning Program”.



-CURTAINS as part of the extentions
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DESIGN DRAWINGS
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GROUND FLOOR FROGRAMME

Business Librarg
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SECTION AA

Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt 0,58mm thick
heavy industrial Z275 spelter galvanised steel
sheeting with Globalcoat finish to one side and

flf coa Globacoat Gy otherside and
e e o st o nteer. 100x75x20x2.5mm CFLC 203x133x25 | section
+12705 steel purlin Sizes to be [ beam. Siestobe
confirmed with Engr. confirmed with Eng.
o1 7"~ %___ 4 305x102x25 | section. Si:
Roof |_evel o be confrmed with Eng. ot o
550mm girth, three times.
902 x 462mm girth with 2275 spelter to —_—s bent along girth
both sides, Chromadek apex flashing, all
foed i accordance with the
manufacturer's recommendations.
Flashing three times
bent along girth
Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt 0,58mm
Modek Corrugated CGI 10.5-76 profile, glvanised steel éziﬁzgliz‘évs“’:l}‘i‘h’;‘ﬁ; e icoat
et cadding 1, 25mm ik and astened to dul Ed . Jowwal atwalkway [~ finish to one side and haif coat Globalcoat
stitched to adjacent sheet not exceeding 500mm with ———— ] A uit ucation plastered and painte Grey other side and accessories fixed to
minimum 150mm sealed end laps to Z purlins at 1000 T steel purins or rais 3t 1000mm centres.
ntres. Lccturc Room
Ceramic tiles
e o
i=]
+8 360 | ']
&
—————————— -_——— — N
Second Floor | evel
255mm Concrete
slab to Eng’s Detail
255mm concrete slab to Engineers detail. Waterproofed with One layer a
Derbigum SP4 o.e.a waterproofing membrane, with 75mm side laps and % f
100mm end laps, sealed to primed surface to falls and crossfalls by R | ]:l re
‘torchfusion’ finished with two coats Roofcote bituminous aluminum b &
paint. Waterproofing to be installed by an Approved Derbigum 5 ol E_sca e
J e P
, oncrete wal
g off-shutter finish. Coramic tes
ramic tile:
19
2 &
oo s ; u
& ‘ =
g 300x400mm Concrete )
beam
Folding doors as pe Hilladam Sliding Door
e Systems.
Concrete column 9| 5
" 3 y . . o
to Engineers detail —————] Wa"(wa o| s busxncss lerary - INER<! Slanted doncrete column with
Y | > D blcV | . P smopth off-shutter finish.
% ou olum
: A ¢ Open Lib
’ 7 en | ibrar
% % P Y
g )
Paved walki 3 7
avedualiwey Ceramic tiles finish. 80° 7
= 7 L
=| % b
= 9
Grounc‘ Floor evel 50 % |
—_— === == SRS 3 TIET g g HEREE 0 0 3 T T LR T ML ROR LB S R M S NOROSE 8 S AL SNBSS
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SSHSHSHSHSHSHS IS S HSHAS S S HASHSHSHSHSIHSHSHS NS SHSHSHSHSHSHSHSHSASASASASHOASHIASASASASHSHSHASHASAS
S S SRS S S S RS RS S S S RS RS RS RS IS S RS RS S RS S RS SRS RS RS RS S S RS RS RS RS S RS RS RS RS RS RS ESRS RS

Partial SECTION AA 1:125




SECTION AA

Aluminium framed window to
manuafctures detail

Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt 0,58mm thick heavy mdusma\ 2275 spelter galvanised
steel sheeting with Globalcoat finish to one side and half co:
31 accessories fxed to steel purins o rals at 1000rsm cantres

305x102x25 | section. Sizes to be
confirmed with Eng's.

100x75x20x2.5mm CFLC steel purhn
Sizes to be confirmed wit

Modek Corrugated CGI 10.5-76 profile,
ised steel sheeting cladding

1,25mm thick, and fastened to supports
through each crown of the profile and
side stitched to adjacent sheet not
exceeding 500mm with minimum
150mm sealed end laps to Z purlins at

203x133x25 | section beam. Sizes to be
confirmed with Eng's.

1000 centres.

External corner trim (Code FB2) to be Brownbuilt
550mm girth, three times bent along girth.

Flashing three times bent along
girth

Flashing three times

bent along girth
Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt
0,58mm thick heavy industrial 2275
spelter galvanised steel sheeting with
Globalcoat finish to one side and half-
coat Globalcoat Grey other side and
accessories fixed to steel purlins or
rails at 1000mm centres.

low wall at wlkway plastered $hd painted

FPartial SECTION AA

w0
3
Open Librar
P 9 400 x 550mm Composits
Concrete beam
[=]
3
e Help 4
o Dcslc
Ceramic tiles finish. .
Rctal|
TR IR R LR RS S R RS S R LS AR S R RS SR RS SRS AR RS IR S SRR RS T o

2085
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T Systems

Folding doors as pe Hiladam Sliding Door
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SECTION AA

Modek Corrugated CGI 10.5-76 profile, glvanised steel
sheeting cladding 1,25mm thick, and fastened to

Heunis Rainwater Goods 0,6mm thick 2275 spelter galvanised steel rainwater
supports through each crown of the profile and side

disposal system comprising 125 x 100mm rectangular gutter and 2 Number size 203x133425 | section beam. Sizes to be

stitched to adjacent sheet not exceeding 500mmwith — | 100 x 75mm rectangular downpipe with all necessary outlets, offsets, fascia confirmed with Eng's. 909 x 462mm girth with Z275 spelter to
minimum 150mm sealed end laps to Z purlins at 1000 brackets, stopends, shoes, angles, spreaders and holderbats. both sides, Chromadek apex flashing, all
fres, fixed in accordance with the
manufacturer's recommendations.

Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt 0,58mm thick heavy 305x102x25 | section. Sizes to be

industrial Z275 spelter galvanised steel sheeting with confirmed with Eng's.

Globalcoat finish to one side and half coat Globalcoat Grey ———————— 100x75x20x2.5mm CFLC steel purlin.
other side and accessories fixed to steel purlins or rails at Sizes to be confirmed with Eng's.
1000mm centres. -

= e

Cladding fixing
detail as per Detail
ROOF 001

450X450mm Concrete column to u-side of steel
beam to Eng's spec.
F assageway

Modek Corrugated CGI 10.5-76 profile, glvanised steel
sheeting cladding 1,25mm thick, and fastened to

supports through each crown of the profile and side
fouc vl st valloyay i 50 e end lape 1o Bt 3 1600
centres
T
2 8| L u/s of concrete slab
é ,,,,,,,,,,,,,,
Sldlls Libr ary|- Roller Shutter door /f Eu/s of concrete slab
door Double Vo ule Concrete beam to Eng's spec. - ~ ‘\é o closing s per
(c ail 3 - ;"Jé detail Roof 001
<
o~
o
[=] ol
5 :
&5 etail
5 e R
SIS K IS/ I S W s |
S Ytk kN
STSISISS N AN N N N e R R
SIS SIS S ASHSHASHSHSHSHSHSASHSASHSHSHSHASHSHASHSHSHSHSHSHSA =
SN SRS S SIS S SIS IS IS TS S I /S SIS IS S IS IS S IS S S S R S S S S TS ST TS,
STSIZS/S SIS SIS SISO SIS SIS IS/ A

Partial SECTION AA 1:125




SECTION BB 1:500

- Qriginal level



+8.531

sheeting cladding 1,25mm thick, and fastened to
supports through each crown of the profile and side
stitched to adjacent sheet not exceeding 500mm with
minimum 150mm sealed end laps to Z purlins at 1000
centres.

Opening in cladding to be finished of
around edges with purpose made
aluminium trims.

+3.415

Mild steel balustrade to detail.
Fist FloorLevel ] = Skills Libs 1 1 7
, oreed
concrete ‘t"oEEg‘: T Py 5 o[u Lle é — s refarced concrte |
B ) 300x400mm Concrete | wing olume /] F [ [
3 n 7 emale ale
|‘ e § g8 udio Folding doors as per é Ablutjons Ablutions
E RE
aved wafoy A e ——] [ G tn b ; p——— copmiciy
Al U —
R R e B e
S RS S ASHSASIASTIATIIS, SIS SRS TSRS TS S S S S RS S TS S S S S S RS S S S TS S TS RS S S S S TS eSS TS RS
S RS S S S S 7S 7SS SRS S S S S/ /87 S /SIS ASHSHSHSSHSASHSHSHSHSHS S HS SIS HSHSASAS
SIS /ST SIS SIS IS SIS S VSIS S VA S S SIS IS S IS S S S A S S S ASSHS S /SIS
VSIS VSISV VSIS SIS S SISV VS IS IS IS IS S IS IS IS S IS I NS VS IS IS IS IS I VS VSIS IS IV VSIS IS IS TS
SIS 7SS S SISV SIS SIS SIS S IS HS S S S HS S IS HSOS S VS SIS VS S S S SIS SIS
SIS IS TS IS IS ISUS SIS SISO IS A S S SIS IS SIS S SIS ASHASAS S SIS
SIS ISTSIS TS S TS SRS SRS S S S S S I S S IS S S S S S S S S S S S S S TS S T RS S S NS TS RS S SIS
SITSIS SIS IS TSI SIS S S IS T S I S S IS TS S RS TS S S S RS RS S IS S TS RS RS TR S RS IS RS RS S IS S /S
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Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt 0,58mm thick heavy industrial
2275 spelter galvanised steel sheeting with Globalcoat finish to
e side and half coat Globalcoat Grey other side and
accessories fixed to steel purlins o rails at 1000mm centres.

Modek Kiiplok 700 profile, clear polycarbonate
translucent roof sheeting 1,25mm thick (Code: P120),
fastened to supports through each crown of the profile
and side stitched to adjacent sheet not exceeding
400mm in continuous run pattern to steel purlins at
1500mm centres .

Concrete wall with smooth

liaﬂ-shutterhmsh.

v

Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt 0,58mm thick heavy industrial
2275 spelter galvanised steel sheeting with Globalcoat finish to

one side and half coat Globalcoat Grey other side and accessories
fixed to steel purlins or rails at 1000mm centres.

Roof sheeting to be Brownbuilt 0,58mm thick heavy industrial

2275 spelter galvanised steel sheeting with Globalcoat finishto
one side and half coat Globalcoat Grey other side and
accessories fixed to steel purlins o rails at 1000mm centres.

Covered
Seating

Book
Stack

Concrete column
to Engineers detail —»]

wall at walkway

Ceramic tiles finish. —l

]0.000
735

Il

300x400mm Concrete

”nezm
]

Aluminium framed window to

detail

low wall at wplkway

Video

Room

plastered and ga nled]

Carpet tiles finish.

Multi - Purpase
Hall -

[Ceramic tiles finish.
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ROOIN S TRUCTURE




ROOF STRUCTURE
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INTERNAL ELEVATIONZ 1:500

INTERNAL ELEVATION X

b] 5 io 15 20 25 50m
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EAST ELEVATION 1:500
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