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3. Rationale for the research

Existing theories of prejudice and racism appear 1o have had livefe or no effect in
combating racism and prejudice in societies around the world, According to Van Dijk
(1987), racist presuppositions and goals still ingpire much academic work on ethnie groups
and race relations, for instance, in the denial of the structural nature of racism in socioty.
He argues that because most of the rescarch conducted ro date ignores this important level,
it feads to the confirmuation and reproduction of the subtle racism that permeates all social
levels:

“ fram tee deckions, actions, wnd discourses of the government or the legislative
bodies, tirough these of the varions lnstitions, such as edowation, seseaech, the
mechiz, healehy, the police, the eourts, and socld sgeneies, all the way down 1o
everyday interaction, thoughit aed talk (Var Dk, 1987, pp 1415,
ITe points out that these areas aze often regarded as bing voe subjective by socil
sciontists « the very individwals who ought to be stndying and eritieising these phenotaena

{(Van Dijk, 1987, pp 14-15),

There is also a gap in the existing becy of rescarch that hag resulted from the
dosminance of the experimental teadition in the discipline of psychology. Sampson argues
that the more recent paradigens (such as diseourse analysis) have lod vo a realisution that it
s niecessary to searehs for the baste processes that Yie beyond individuality and human
awareness = ard out of which the individual as such is constitured, One of the means by
which one is able tu attain this goal is to analyse language and symbolic practices (Sampson,
1989, pp 6:7). "This stindy reprosents anatienspt to build on studies such as thore eonducted
in New Zealand by Wetherell & Potter (1992), the Netherlands and the United States (Van
Dijk, 1987}, applying these ideas to a oeal situation and proble n in the South African
guntaxt.

Linally, much of the previous <ok dene in the arex of race relations participates
in vnaneipatory, modeenist discourse, These stadios uswally offer wr gor to the roots of
ractsm 5o that it can be diminated from society v being about geeater Freedom and
equality. This study, on the other hand, will suggest that racism .s siructured into the social
buody in such a way that makes this impessible, given the existing configuravion, & supports
o virfety of arsitwions and practives, perfonning eertain key lunctions that make it not

only an indispensable patt of vur identitivs, bhat also an indigpensable pat of the way thas
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gathered, the exact nature of the problem onder investigation became clearer and it was
found that 2 inere descriptive study would serve no real useful {function, After al, the
widespread employment of phenomenological research techniques daring the apartheid
years seldom led to any conclusions that could undermine the logic that underlay the
system and prctices that were domirtant at that tine, often merely reproducing them, It
was recognised that o firm conceptual and tlivoretical foundation was required, but one
that was itself not alteady implicated in the dominant discussive formations, The discourse
analytic approach offered itself s a moans for overcoming many of these shortcomings, a3
it provided a theoretical set of taols that enabled one to view the researeh phenomena from
a perspective that is outside of their own frame of reference « yet without the illusion and
pretence of sciertific objectivity, |
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2. Aims of the study

The mains purpose of the study was to examine the ways in which the participants
presented themselves in telation to questions put to them about their daily ives, This was
1o establish the extent to which racial constructs faemed pars of thedr identity. ‘These racial
construets would then be analysed {1t terms of their relation to broader culeural, ethinie and
national identities, The analysis would attempt to demonstrate the manner in which these
racial self-representations both depended on and supporeed broader social, economic and
political structures, '

Another strong motivation was te provide 1 response to some of the existing
theories that account for the rise of Afrikaner nationalism and :he apartheid state in terms
of a clays:-bnsed explanatory frameworls, It was fele that these explanations tended to be
overdy reductionist, relying on assumptions that essentialised or oversimplified complex
webs of events aud histerieal processes, For example, a grossly simplified version miy ut be
deseribed as follows: “Whites seted in aceordance with their position as menbers of a
ruling class and dcvelupcd a racial conseionsness that was used 1o justify and legitimate the
unequal allocation of resources, nnd to entretich their privileged position in society.” This
type of explanation often tends to suggest that the process was geverned primarily by
economic selfinteress « und that, wside from that, there were no ether significant factors
thae played a role, From this follows the notion that racism is an ireational steasegy, a
negative ideology that can only he properly understood in torms of the class struggle.

Tt was felt that vhese approacies overlook a number of important dimensions, This
reseavch fepresonts an attempt to establish their nature and o Jeconstruct some of the
ideas and coneepts that are often taken for granted in rosearch in this avea, It was thought
that one of the many possible strategies might be 1o show the existence of 3 logic behind
the supposedly frrational racise helivfs and actions. "That is, 10 attempt to ideatily factors
other than class that may have played an important role in the vise of the apartheid state
anel to do so in the light of the recent thearetival wlvances it crivical theory that provide an
insight into the existence and functivning of other refatively astonomous elemoms that

were praviously regardud as being mere superstructural reflociions of the mateelaf base,

The research was originally imended to be phenomenelogically grounded, usiog

ethinographie research techniques, [swever, during the time thar the datt was being
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Alchough vacism and prejudice were not aveas that Foucault himself focused on ln
his many studies, his cancepts of discourse, poweeknowledgetruth and the subject are
important tools that can be employed in an analysis of the dysamics that undertie this
transformation of the saciopolitical tandseape, This is particularly true where his ideas are
applied to questions of identity and subjectivity « and their relation to breader discursive or
ideological formations, One strategy in this dirvetion would be to establish the manner in
which the present practices (such as alfirmative action) produve new forms of subjectivity,
and with them new relaions and forms of domination, while promising to Hberats amd

kring about 4 more egditarian, equal-opportunity society,

T'o do full justive to this endeavour would be beyond the scope of this research
project, but the basic coneepts could nevertheless be productively employed in a limited
area to shed some light ot some of the mechanisms tha are in eperation at present, While
Foucault usnally preferred not to be praceriprive, theee were nevertheless moments when
he did so cautiously, such as in ths following quote:

"Mazbe the tuger nowidays is nor to discover what we are, bue 10 refuse whit we
are, We have so insugine and to bulld up what we eould be fo got rid oF {a] politied
*ouble bind,' which is the simulencous individualission snd totdization of
niodden powetstansures, The onclusion would be thas the pelivicd, ahicd, sockd,
philosophical prellen of our diys is not to try to [leruee the individual froni the
state, wnd Irom the state’s instiutions, but to liberste nshoth from the state wid from
the typeof individuatisstion which is lisked 1o the state. We have to propinte new
forms of subjectivity theough rdusal of this kin of idividuality which hasbeen

- fonrosed on us bor several ventaries® (Foucalt, cired in Rabinow, 1991, 22),

This study aims ar gaie'ng a better unclerstanding of the complex relationship
hetween the subject positions adopted by the participants in the interview setings wnd
broader socioveconomis institutions, sueh as patriarchy, capitalism, racism and gender
oppression. An attenips will be nade to dumonstrate the subtle ways in which subject
positions and identities are always imbrieated with forees of power and contrel, in that
they have power effocts even when they are seen as nevtral or nondideslugical by those
wha live through them, It is precisely this Musion of & newtral individwal identity tha
disguises the fact that this type of sulject is formed theough (micra) relatious of domination
and power, such that it becemes yot another vog in a vast machiue that produces and
reproduces itsedf threughous the soviai body, Some of the ways in which this occurs with
regard 1o rave will be examined i this sudy,
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very different 1o the old in content and fonction » but that that ; ower is now exe1emad ina
different form,

The question might be thas formnlated: Tn whiat way has the shift to an ostensibly
nowcoervive, demacratic form of government favilitated, or neceysitated this extension and
legitimation of racial discourse? A tentative Foucanldio response would perhaps be along
the lisey suggested fu Discipline and Punish (Foucaul, 1977) where &t iy showen that » shift
occurred from about the middle of the 17 contaey, wherehy social contral was no longer
maintained by means of brate force and physieal coercion of bodiey {repressiue power), but
rather by means of a complex web of self-surveillance and contussion - what Foveault terms
disciplinary power,

Similarly, one might argue, a shft las taken place in South Africi “eveby the
racial compartmentalisation of the population is ne longer effeeted through a coercive state
{exereising power from above), but sather through the selfsurveillanee and confession
practised by the popubiion in general {from below), Power no lunger s a melar contre
that radiates outward 10 encompass all, but rather is exercised at the local, eapillary lavels,
Of eourse, it is important to note that Foucault's writings in this area were specific vo
differences in the exercise of power between the Classical and Modern epistemts, Thus in
apartheid South Afriea, as reprossive 25 it was in many ways, one might argue vhat the
primary exercise of power was also conchieted through disciplinary techuology, It is
therefore recognised thae the analogy is pechaps an overstatement, or even mis
represomation of Foucault's intentions, This study will examine the extent to shich power
gperates in South African soclety secording to the disciplinary technological apparatus
outlined by Foucault as being typical of smodern societios, The “new South Afriea” can thus
be regarded as representing « refinement of this technology, and an extension of it into
areas where it was ziot able to pencerate previously, It is also important to aote that many
of the feanrey of a repressive pawer apparatus were vxeccised coneurrently with those
assocfated with a diseiplinary appavatus in South Africa, This study does not suggest that
the interview daa supports the view vhiat wither of the above w:hnologies of power are
domitiant in the South African eontext, but rather that Foueault’s concept of diseiplinary
power and its operation in modeen societies can be usefully employed in anabysing the

functions and efforts of the talk elivited in the interviews,



1, Inteedaction

Despite the reesmt abolition of apartheid and adoption of 3 new constitution that
prohibits discrimination ou the geounds of rice, creed, gender or sexual orientotion, it is
cloar thar generations of enforced racial sogeegation lve left their imprint « and the deep
wolonr-basud divisiony in South Africon society remuin, The prevailing view of the situation
1. that Son t Afrdca is moving away from buing a racist saciety t embrace nomracism,
Howeves, Foucault's comments o the “sexual revolution” may be productively employed
here, Instead of abandoning racially definied categorisations of groups, the system of acial
eategorisation may be argued to have been extended. The overwhelming majority of Sown
Africans now willingly embrace the new system of racial selfdisclosure that is required to
Facilitate the ofirmative action poliees aud quota systems now being implemented, One
miay draw the amlopy further by stating thar theve has been an explosion of discourse
about race, and raclal matter. » a proliferation a *d multiplication of discourses surrounding
the topic, Like sexuality, the concept of raee has been shown to have rather dubious
~ seientific status, and does not tiecessarily exist as an object of nature that should be the
proper focus of study,

Much previous research done in this area could be argued to have liad the offect of
antrenching the notion that s ces, cultures aod nations are wn important foundation to our
being, are entities that have an objective existence in nature, are universally applicable, and
immutable - and are therefore valid objects of study. For example, even studies conducted
to refute (e clam that thers are signifivaue differences between the respective racial
groups, tevertheless continue to aperate on the ussumption that there are, in fact; separate
racial groups to begin with, Such studics provide scientific justificution and mativation for
exteniding the racial gaze, and application of the rasdal lens into areas that were formerly
not considered t be legitimate (thanks to the failed hegemony of the aparheid state) by
the majority of the South African population., Formerly, the prevailing view (outside of
government and rightewing circles) was that race was of no relevance to one’s ability o
work for organisations, hald positions of responsibility, study at institutions, conduet one's
business affoirs, erter into a personal relationship, and so on « and should be abandoned
altogether, It conkd however he aggued s the new social order in South Afriea is not at all
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| Abstract

T'his research project set out to explore the racial identitizs of a selected group of
South African whites who were Afrikians-speaking, Unstructured, in-depth interview
techniques were employed, in which the conversations with the participants were recorded
and transcribed. These transcﬁpts were then subjected to a discourse analysis, whereby any

 possible effects and functions of the talk were examined, A number of theoretical

approaches informed this task, These included Foucault's concept of disconrse and his
account of the functioning of disciplimary power in modern societies. Adorno and
Hortkheimer's ideas on prejudice and racism were also found to be of yreat relevance to this
research, as well as Althusser’s formulation of the concept of ideclogy, ideological state
apparatuses, interpellation and subject positioning, The relationship between psychic and
social structures was also explored iu the light of Adorno and Horlheimer's formulation of
prejudice as a defence mechanism, Within this broad framework, it was shiown that aside
from its overt content, racist talk conld be deseribed as having important ideological
effects, "These included normalisation, legititmation and justification of the existing unequal
relaions in society. The discourse analytic stravegy facilitated an analysis of the conditions
under which the participants were constructed us subjects, and the manner in whicli the
terms they used (such as race, culture and nation) were imbricated with broader disentsive
and ideological formations. The influence of social class, gender and age variables in the
intarview settings were also evaluaed, |
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meanitige suggest ufonm of power which subjugees and nutses sebjeet to”
(Fououle, 1986, p213).

Por Foucault then, the free individual subject that is taken for granted (partieularly
i the West) is a recent construrt, and shounld be seen as being inbricated with broader
social struetures that involve relations of dominaion and subjugation, Aside from the
constraining or limiting effects of such a regime of power, there are also cortain productive
effects, such as the maintenance and repraduction of the existing social order,
433, Disconrse
A precise definition of the concept of “discourse” is essential, given that this
research project is grounded in a “discourse analytic® framework, Tan Parker, for example,
defines diseourse as *a system of statements which constrocts an object” Parker, 1992, 5). It
eould be argued however, that this definition doe, not do justice to the complex manner in
which the “system of statemonts” is linked with other institutions and practices, I also
tends to coneeal the conerere, material nature of discowrse, as shown by Foucault (1970,
pp6465). David Hlarvey argues that Foueault's view of the micro-polities of nower relationy
is that there exists:
¥tz intimate relation betwoen the systems of knowledge {disconrses) which
coxlify reclndques and pravtices for the exercise of social rontrol und dominaion
_ within particular Jocuallsed eontexts™ ([Harvey, cited in Iall, 1993, ppdso)
Foucault himself states thats |

*The problem Is ok tnce 1o Jistingaish among evenis, to ditfeventiae the netwarks
aned loveis i which they Litees, and 1o reconstitute the ues along; which they wre
connected and engestder one ancrier, ¥rom this followsa relusal of analyses
veuched In terms of thie symbolie ficdd of the domain of signifying struetures, anda
recoutse o anlyses in termsof the geneslogy of rebicions of foree, strateghe
dovdnpments, and taetics, | lere 1 bcdiove one's poin of refarenee shoukl nee be o
the goeat iock] of lnpuage (R aud siss, bus to th of worand battle, The
history which bears ad determines ns bas thie form of w war sather thins that of o
language: relaions of powes; nor relations of ravaing, | listory s na *memnig,”
thesugh this is not 1o say that it isalward ot Rivaherent, Cn the contauy, ivis
intellile d should e suseeptibie to andysis down 1o the soudles: detail - bue this
inaceondinee with the intelligihitity of strugples, of senategios and tacties, Neicher
thie dateetic, ws Jogiv of vontradictions, hoe seewiotics, us the stiucture of
vcommpmeication, cataveeust for the utriosde intedfigibiliey of conflivs, Bialeeti? &
o way of eviding the alsays open und hozankaus reality of santlice by reduciig it (o
i Hogalian seloton, and emivdegy is 4 way of aveiding irs vieleot, Wloody, and
Tetlual viaarert iy it o thie edens Dhatestiie foorens of Ligasgee and didegme
{Lomeanle, 1922 vieed ¥ Rabrmans, 1991, 54,

It is impaortat e sote tha this notion of diseourse i thus st te be confined 16
talk or conversation » as is frequemtly the case i other discourse studies, The interview data
in this study are not being analysed because they @ discourse « eather, they are tafk that



4.3.2. Subject Positions
Another useful way of lovking ot (favial) identity and the manuer in which it is
constructed is by means of Louis Althusser's notion of interpellation. According to
Althusser, "ideology interp.dlates individuals as subjects”, In order to appreciate this, an
understanding of what he means by “ideology” is essenrial,

Prior to Althusser's reformulation of the eoncept, the notion of ideology was
Limited as it usually reforred to a systematic distortion of an ebjective reality out there - one
that conld best be understood through seientific Marsism, This distartion was thought w
function in such a way as to legitimate power relationships basid on class, Althngser argued
in Xdeology and ideolagical state apparatuses (1970) that idvology should not only be
conceived of ag a system of ideas and beliefs, but rather a5 an dntegral aud indispensable
paet of the material structures, institutions and relations of a soeiviy. e distinguished
between the "reprossive state apparatuses” {uilitary, police, penal system) and the
“ideologival state apparatuses” (ISA'S), The ISA's eonsist, for example, of the religious
ISA's, which petpetuate patrdarchy. In line sith this argument, this research will
demonstrate how religion can be used 1o perputuate racist ideology. Althusser also
identified educational ISA's, which perpetvate stereotypical notions about vace and gender,
for exataple, as well as t*e {amily, logal, comuiunications (radie, TV, press), eulural and
teade urion ISA'y, These all serve to maintain existing sovial and elass relations, |

Ideology thus makey a varicty of subjeet positions available w us, Weare -
interpellated (hailed) and every time that we “weept the interpellated eall of an ideological
product” we confirm and reproduce our ideofogieal sitaation, We thus know where we are
supposed to fivin, Of partictﬂ-.lr relevanee vo this researeh report would be an examinavien
of the wiys in which subjects are iterpellared as racial subjects, It will later be shown in
the analysis section how some of the partivipants recogaised themselves in racial, cultural
and ethnic ways, and how this is implivated with broader sueial forces,

While Foueault elearly dissoeiated himself from idestogiea swudy, his concepts of
disvourse and diseiplinary nowee funetion similarly, As Foweault deseribes it himselfs

*Thistoumiut power applis vt ta innnedlate everyiday e which o ategerises the
Indivichol, mathis bins by Bis own Individuality, ataches it to i ewn Sentity,
Inposessedasof touth o ias which he sy o and sehich erliers Inso 10
fecuptig L it 3t 15 atone of pawer which nzales italividaals sobjects, o age
twver maupsiegs ok the wond abiecr bt 1o somene de aw contrel anid
openhied, aind tiod o diis own identity L aconsdenve or sdfkawlidpe Toth
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4.3, Theoretical Grounding
431 Idemity
Jolw LowsrPotgieter, following Billig's (1976) notion of identity, states the
following about the concept of identity and the process of identification:

' . identificarion fsa social process s nor an isolaed, individoat vt taking place
within the individud papehe It 3s trusitive, because we do ot sinply identify, but
iontily ewith something, or someotse, The process of identitios Jon isw coniplex
dfidectical orie because sochal groups, s identiticationt agents, may aceively attenye to
ensre idertitioation and i this way anstorn the individeal, Lastly, identitication
can alwawy e sitwated within 4 spevific historial context (e, w context of sl
staliliey oesochl cliange) (Louw-Potgimen, 1992,p 319,

This definition lays emphases on both the soeial and transitory aspeets of identity.
Where common sense dicrates that one’s identity arises from within, needing to be
discovered in order for one to atvin fulfilment ju life, this definition lays stregs ax the
saeial comtext within which ene finds oneself, Tt is sven as arising as a produes of

interaction with the envirenment and others,

Stuart ITall avguos that at Ieast three different basic conceptual formulations of
idenrity can be identified. These are the Enlightenment subject, the sociological subject,
and the post-modern subject, While the former two are similar to the traditional views held
of identity: in that they posit a reasonably stable, cohesive, centtred, rational subject the
postmodern subjeet, on the other hand, is conceptualised as: '

¥ hiavitg no fixed, essential or permanent fdentivy. Identity becomesy movedble
feast!s formed and treasfonoed contimaawsly i relaion to e ways we i
represcrsiedd or aokdressed in e cuttrad systeons which srrowndus.tis
historiedly, net biologically deined. The sabject assumes ditferent ideatities e
dlilferent titnes, ideutities which are not unifie] sresnd w coherenr *self®, Within vy
ave contrutictory kkutities, pulling n differene directions, so that eur ideutilizathons
arecenthnuwnnly being shilted alknst” (Hl, 1993, 227,

These forumlations of idenity faeilitated a greate wnderstanding of the interview
data that {follows, This stady sought to avercome the shoriconiings of provious studiog in
the area by ineluding contradiviory material that was elivited from the participants when
deseribing themselves, Where a ceneeption of identity that required relatively stable,
cohesive constructs would have required that the researelior attempt 1o filier out and
ignore the contradictory material, this study was able to aceount for this material amd
inelude it in the amalysis as cvidence of the fragmented, conuadictory, nonanitary nature

of identity disenssed above,
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made MacCrone’s work so unique was that he regarded the frontier as not merely a place
or a population but rather 45 a socio-psychological process (Foster & Nel, 1992, pp 142-143).*

Some of the very recent work on prejudice and racism in Sowth Africa was
econducted by John Duckitt, This research was built on an extensive review of alf the
existing local and international woik done in this are, which was integrated into a
cohusive, roultiduvel framework and conducted using quantitative methodology (Duckiss,
1990, 1992), While Duckitt’s model makes provision for the diffurent lovels of analysis that

~are relevant to research in this aren, his own ressarch remains based in a quantitative
tradition. Tn his discussion for future research, he staves that:

¥, it s rexlivecrion of uttenrion and researeh towards dteenative sockl provesses
and perpectivesinay be necessary, These coutld uchnde the role of early leaming
e seeklisation, frercelved intorests stenmiing fran real intengronp eoniliet, wid
percepraabateributional responses to *sacial realities” of itstergroug ditterentiation
{Chwckien, 1940, pp 340:341)

This is precisely what this research undertakes to examine, Foster and Nel (1992)
eoneur with Duckitt’s view, pointing vut that

*Aftor MacCGroue, with bu o feww exceptions..alinost nottentien has been given
10 theoretical considerations of attitwdes by South Aftican researchors who have
conventrted on deseripiive stucies and doveloping South Afeiom seales.. [ tems
of explanatory aempts, thie bulk of Swuth African research sinee the 1950' has
been dovoted to*athoritaraism ™. Juwd] has not readly been informed by
whersative theorstiva views (Poster & Nel, 1992, pp 158:159), :

I ster and Nel go en 1o idum'ify thiree of the important alveraative views. Tha is,
social identity theory (SIT), dise nurse analysiy and the social representations theory of
Moscoviel (Foster 8 Nel, 1992, pp 158-163), The following scerion will show that the
present research forms an attemnpt to explore the question of raclal identity by malding use
of the disconrse analysis paradigm mentioned above.*

1 *Lavking any seciad ventre, altestive invivtions developed, fnmtuoing chielly to provide forvabesion and sarvival of
the groap, For cxamply, the Gaoily, invreasivily pavrianchad, plaged a prowinens pact it social niyaniva o, Swial
antitndes hevame strongly shuped i tess ineaingly sdtoained units, Lacking the checkeof the usual scial
imuicutivs, awetharicy was intgresed i & miceow, hard, intaderant and efee coued manaer, Parsioularly voncerning these
tegarded a boinng b inlerivr siatys the fromier was charactevised by an acbitaey imposivion of e white person’s
Will.. Race aeitades inereadngly Lecawwe the pivetal foundssionsapen whivh the wiede siciery rosted, These atitudes
ot blacky swere ol wp, in e with characeristivsod o usity, vabieion s setfcomscionstew and provided the
peawers o perdstonne atad vesistanwe seguired W vvetconte the severs dilliealties of Dontiee tile* Mot rone, 1937,
Cired in Foster 8 Do), 1992, ppr 142143, Tt can b szon that whis fromgior hypothesis doscribwe i very similar provess
hiat el.tl;fsmwd by Adurnu et of with regard wothe secidd Bienoe implicaerd fntle formation of an authoeitatian
pupsntiality,

e oo detailed ad moge et analysivl the abeve, rler e Dackig LI Pycholoy and projudive A hissvica
analyser amd bstvgradive frana ook, T dmvean paphefoging: Oceer 1900, YVl 47, Na 10, 1182208,
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elsewhere using similar techniques, such as the studies conducted ia the United States, New
Zealand and the Netherlands,

The early work of Theodor Adorne et af on prejudice and the authoritarian
personality has been of great relevance to thi» .« carch project, Adorno ef of argued tha
prejudice was associated with basic persouirt; wraits, bus that this personality type fand its
associated traits) tended to cmerge more noticeably in social configurations that were
conducive to their formation, These traits were not only those thut could be more
obviously ag ociated with prejudice towards members of ot “er eaces, but ineluded items
suels as: idenification with authority figures; unguestioning sad rigid adherence to rules
and ‘laws'; and rigid parenting styles. They found that ostensibly unrelated items such as
these could be correlated positively with statements such az “blacks are inferior®, They
thus provided an account of prejudice that focused o both the individiual and social factars
» rather than being rooted solely in the mental and emotional deviance of certain
individuals, who were exceptioral or ‘abnormal® {(Adorno, 1950), The theory of the
authoritarian personality was criticised mainly on methodolegical grounds, particularly as
it relazed to the use of the F-Scale (Duckett, 1992, pp 172-179), The later ideas of Adornoe
and Hotkheimer were sitvated ina more sovio-historical framewark, These will be
discussed in o subsequent secrion as they facilitated greater undesstamding of the socio-
cultora] aspects of identity and prejudice, much of which wax manifested in the interviews,

While the dominant approach that emerged in the United States tended towards
an excessive reliane s on an individuatised aceount of prejudios (Foster & Nel, 1992, pp 123
129), LD, Maerens conducted a number of studies in South Afriea in the 1930%s and 1940
using a theoretieal approach remarkably similar to modern social identity theory (SIT), as
well as to that of Adorno eral., Te found that Afrikaans-speakers consistently held the
most segative views towanls blacks, Caloureds, Tudians and Jews, FHe explained this
finding parrly by means of a “frontivr hypothesis® (MaeCrone, 1937). According to this
view, life on the Fastern Cape frantier during the 17 century was charaeterised by
physical, social and political isolucdon. This nevessitated the development of a distinet
personality type that was able to survive under these harsh conditions, However, what
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Afrileaansespeakers were intermediate and blacks the highest (Du Preez, 1987: In Poster &
Louw-Putgicter, 1992, pp 382:384).°

Tt was espocted that if individuals from the working classes were interviewed ,
they would be Jess likely to be inhibited in theie responses to questions about racial
attitudes and beliefs.' This would he important in the present contest in which South
Africans are being bombarded with the new “politicatly correct, noneracial* way of
thinking, Yor this reason, it was thought that it mighe also be productive 1o target the older
generation, as they were denied the benefits of exposure to multi-racial schooling, or would
at least be more likely to remember the old racis. ways of thinking that supposedly
characterised apartheld hegemonie diseourse: it was thoughe that these individualy might
provide nsight into a kind of tach, "sd-ofthe-carth” type of folk knowledge.

The sub-groug under investigation is of particalar interest as, being Afeikaans-
speaking, they belong to the graup in South Afriea that has been most often implicared in
the oppression of the ovher etlinie groups in the cowntry, Yot this subgroup consists of
lower working-class members who would usually themselves be regarded ay being victims
of the sociv-economic system, The manner in which class and race variables inversected or
contradicted ‘neanother proved w be of great siguificance, a8 shown in subsequent
sections of this report, Tt emnot be stressed enough that the group was not seleeted bovanss
it way felt that racisim is a problem that is peculiar to Afrdhaans speakers, Rather, it was
precisely this stereotype of “the Afrikane” or “Boer that this research set out to
deconstruct. Tt is certain that research conducted along the same lines as the present study,
but focusing on any of the other *ethnic groups” in South Alrica would prove to be equally
fruitful in eliefting racist talk. Tt will also be shown that the strueture, function and effects
of the racist talk identified in this study are alse evident in non Afrikuns speaking groups
in South Afrien, In addition, the findings of this study are in line with those conducted

 Examplos of loal vontons in Afetkaner ibenvity protuty pes include Beroes like 13ider, Veewoerd, Vorster, Thatclier and
Saud Brugers Bveuts tisted by the Alvikaans speading sespendvars imvdisde Repudsbic and Unden, the arviy
and Buger Events tised by the Alrikaany speaking vespondvans fdude Repudsbie and Tuion, tie aevival of Tan Van
If.n'lm'k ft the €apey Josas Site and Blisead river, These ean be comeasted with the Boghish studenys in the suady, wl
Yisted heres s Clanill, Jess, thandi, Rensedy and Bitspeins They Jisted ibperiant eveu s as tnchudiog tie Wotld
Wars, Jea® filk, the Tndusteial Revolugion, the Nutionalio® accesisn to pwer, and the Frone loevebuiog (s Pros,
1987 In Toster & Donwelotgiter, 1992, 382:344),

Y Wuarhing olase in this sty redees wpivally 1o these engaged i manual Sabour, earning hewer incames awd wlus Bave
alten nat vampleed selwolig, .
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points out that the early efforts of the Afithaner Broederbond were not primarily concerned
with questions of race and etlmicity. He states that
“Sigrificantly, duting the thirties this ideologicd eabaration of Chelwlae
Natictatisn did not bivoive detailed debate o discussion of poticy ort the 'tative

question’, White supeensacy was taken for granted, The dotaded development of the
voncept of aparthicid only Legan it the 19405, Meara, 1983, p 71).

Yet, in spite of this, he continues 1o construct an aceount of the rise of Afrikaner
nationalizm that overlooles this important detail (e racial consciousness in general), In
addition, despite O'Meara’s elear awareness of the iriportance of the influence of religion
(Calvinism in particular), on the development of Afrikaner nationalism, he insists once
again thae only the classhased explanations have any real valwe (O'Mears, 1983, pp 67-77).
While there can be ltdle doube that lass has a significant influence on ones consciousness,
it remaing but one of many.

Aa artempt was thus made in this study 1o establish the extent to whieh white
supremaey is taken for granved today by the partivipants, Lven if one aceepts a structurally
based asvount of events, such as O'Meara’s, it would still be of interest 10 establish the
extent to which this manufactured identity has persisted wntil the present titne, and the
means of its transmissivn, Aside from class, differential responses that could be related 1o
the partieipanis’ gender or age were also analysed in this lighe,

There is abundant empirical evidence that demonstrates that Afrikaans-speakers
have, for example, the tost negative attitudes towards the other language groups and are
the most ethnoeontric (Matherbe, 1938, In Mysharde & Du Toit, 1992, p 287; Mynhards,
1976; Niewoudt, Mlug 8 Mynhards, 1977; Thicle, 1988). Importautly, Du Preez found that
Abrikans-speaking students produced far fewer identity prototypes than other language
groups. This led him to suggest tha this is indieative of them having 2 far more clearly
defined identity than Bnglishespeakoers, with blacks somewhere in between, In adidition,
inglishespeakers showed very little local content in their identity prototypes, whereas

af rwe dud colons, o that it was hutekeralle e sy decen Christian v bow down beneath such o yoke, tierefine we
ratlwr withdveew founler st prewrve onn doctrives ol pung® (iwed m o, 1929, p 35, Lastly, L1 MacCronie
develuped a *frontier lippaathesis® ws seount foe his comisent fudings tha Apikaansespeakers sl the most aegative
atiraddes roward ather cacial groups SacCrane, 1992}, This idea is developed fuvther oo soction af this propesal,
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4.2. Literature Review and Historical Context
Dan O'Meara argues convincingly that the predominantly Afrikians-speaking

urbun working class in the 1930% and “40's was manipulated by D.F, Malan's Geswiwerde
Nationale Party invo becoming more race conscions, This was to make them set themselves
apart frotn the increasing numbers of non-whites who were entering the labour market at
the time. Tt was thus au attempt by an elite Afrilaner minority to fragment the working
class ~ that i, to prevent the Afrikaans speaking poor whites from forming labour alliances
with their non-white counterparts, The Malanites manufactured a new Afeikaner identity
that selectively used or forgot parts of its own history, introducing notions of racial purity,
religious righteousness and the memory of an heroic past (O°Meara, 1979, pp 60-83 ),

Flowaever, when one spealss to those directly involved in the apartheid system's
implementation, economic explanations of this kind are usually the Iast things on their
minds, The usual response to s is that their racist or religious ideology is a distortion of
what 5 actually taking place at the material, economic level, Nevertheless, aver the last few
decades it hag been made sbundantdy clear that race, ethnicity, and religion can serve as
foeal points for resistance in disadvantaged communities, It is equally clear that race and
religion can be used v mobilise a population to further reactionary goals, a5 demonstrated
by ©*Maara (1979) in the South African context in the peviod between 1920 and 1960,
These structural interpre.ations are often eriticised as they provide little room for agency
and resistance outside of class struggle.

More importantly, s far as O'Meara's arguments go, is the fact that historieal
evidence suggests that the seeds of racial segregation were to be found at the Cape from the
very begluning (Elphick 8 Giliomee, 1979), It could be urgued that O'Meara

‘underestimates the extent to which an Afrikaner volk mensality and identificarion system
was already established frons the earlicst times.! O"Meara® appears to recoguise this, us ho

"Thix i perhaps heynmd ehe scape of it studp, I cne vould aeverthelows make a few Drief points in defonce of this
propasition, Qe could argue, Jirtly, tha the D that Afrikaany war only rovoptived 2 4 language in its v rgls in
i 19306 and 1930s i fomaterial, The point is that this g of peaple in Swuth Afrivi weve apposed o British nde
and ceonidation henes e Great Trok), eulminacing with te establishmens of vie Buor Republivs, It is significans tat
these poymblive wore extallished with sl viiteris lor vivizenship, Tn addition, one of the events thas esscerbated the
tenmsions fu the Cape Culony between the Rrivish rudees and the Trekbovrs wan the Slachterack releblivg « asevies of
eventy with dear ravial underpinaiugs (Flphiv & Gilinmue, 1929), One mipht sl mention the menumental elfons of
the poes CJ. Langenliaven, in the calivr part o this contuey tn lave Afrikaans aceepied v linguage 1o its own right.
Anna Stecnkamy, Riece of Pier Retiel, commented as fllows on the emancipatin of the davevat she Cape Goloay »
anie of the events tha precipitaed e Greas Trok: *And yet iy i nest so vk theie freedom which deove w to swcls
Tengelis s thede being plaved un vgual foovimg with Christias, contrary v the biws of God, and the naveral disinetion
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link exists between the above and with novion that we are born into a symbolic order, in
which meaning and values are abways-already there, pre-cxisting us as individuals,

A similar sivation exists when one examines the coneepts of “culture” and
*“mation', While many of the recent approaches liave questioned the meaniag of these
terms, they continie o be used in véays that suggest that the existing racial divisions, and
their hietarchieal arrangement, are legitir 1ate « being based on natural differences in
shilitles, Margaret Wetherell and Jonaths n Poteer, for example, point out that
multiculturalism has become the preferred caplralist steategy for doaling with ethnic
groups, as it presents the situation as being ane where all groups are equally able to realise
their cultural ambitions (Jefined as tastes and values), They argue that the "politics of the
dispossessed are fobbed-off as mere "othnic polities™ - and are thus not questions that
concern mainstream fundamental injustices, Inequality is preseated as a problem of
backwardness and individual identity, racher than of resources, social class and the needs of
capital (Wetheroll & Dotter, 1992, ppl37-138),

Werherell and Potter refor to Bowers aad Twi (1991), who argﬁe that discourse
analysis should be concerned with the performative efinitions of seciety, rather than
ostensive definition work - which treats individuals’ accounts or descriptions a5 the means
of discoverinug or revealing the natural, For them, it should instead be concerned with the
reason beltind the deseriptions - atempting to show the purpose of funetion of the
utterings (Wetherell & Potter, 1992, p149), '

Many of the ather important terms and coneepts employed in this stady have been

subjected to eritique and deconscruction from « number of quarters over the past fow

" decades, Community and race are good examples of concepte that have been shown to be
of little seientific use, as showst above, Ochers used in the context of this proposal include:
Afrikaners, Blacks, Whites, Coloureds and Indians. While werms like these have not always
been indicated by placing them in inverted commus in this proposal (for practieal reasons),
it should be born in mind thar these are all contested and controversial terms, Derrici’s
stratepy of placing such terms under erasure (sons nature), is possibly of relevance here, as
one has to “employ the familiar and eammonly known in order to deconstruer the familiae
and commonly known” (Sampson, 1989, pp 7-8).
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The relationship between language and identity will be discussed in a subsequent
section, along with the manner in which ideological values, ate transmitted from one
ganeration to the next, But before this is embarked upon, it is revealing to note the

differences in the meaning and usage of thie word “race® in Afrikaans and English, The
Verklarende Hlandwoordeho: ™ wap die Afiikaanse Taal (FIAT) (Odendal ez af, 1985, 879)

s etk

defines ras ast

“1, Groep mmense, diers, plante verbind dewr 'n gemeenskaplit- - amg on
pekenmerk deus min of moarvaste erflike vienskappe, devr poreetdonms wat
belasge, gewoontes en witerdik botref, Die Germamse, AngelSrksiess, Helreense 1,
R stastec or volke seemdd tespricn seed emcevsked maar tn efie ompymgieal dilneols gebredh
s Saafceling wane die mersdo.n an go i avitas aforderfibe conbeid heskon word
Rasword meestad as B antroplopise envenolopfese fegrip leshom. e Sidnees; 'n
ecbrdsterias ‘s Ram candlie whdseras, 2, foncder o) Karkeer, karakter sienskapypie,
ity corsprotidlikheick Tenamd v ra, Doarsivrasindivsonn * (Qdendd eral, 1985,
& :

The Coneise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, on the other hand, defines

race as follows:
¥4, Bach of the mgjor divisions of umankim, having distinet physiell -
ehiuncteristies. 2, A tribe, nation, we,, tegarded us of u distinet etlmic stock, 3, The
fact or concept of dlivision into toes (fscrinrination haedon tee). 4. A genus,
species, breed, or varely of aniimids, phints, or micte-orgaisnts,5 A geoup of
iaersons, animals or planes connacted by conunon descent; 6, Any great division of
iving erentures (e fadonad naey the s footed rave ). 7 Descent, kindred (ofndle
e e i langrgg amdnae ), 8. A class of persons etes with somse common
feature (g v ofpocts)..” (Thompsun, 1995, 1128),

It could be wrgued that the FTAT definition places far more emphasis on the socio-
cultural aspects of the meaning of the terr, If one compares the firs definitions (1.), the
English specifies that the term is used to indicave the “major divisions of bumankind” that
have “distinct physical characteristies”. The Afriletans, on the other hand, states that the
term indicates “common origin, characterised by similaritios as far as interests, habits and
apperance are concerned”. Tv Is particularly steileing that the second HAT definition (2,)
concerns “character” and “character traits” with the example provided being: “Someone of
race” and “The boy las race in him."{which, has no counterpart in the English definition
of race) Lastly, while the fourth {4.) Boglish definition includes *breed” and “variery of
animals®, this is not in current usage, whilst the Afrikaans does, Ror exampler “War s vas 5
durad bond?” Would be transhated as: “What breed is that deg?”, It will be shown in the
analysis section that these aspeets of the meanings of the term hive implications as far as

the participants’ mritudes 10 race are concerned, For now, suffice it to s1y that a tentative
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4, - - Literature Review and Theoretical Grounding

A number of theoretieal positions were found to be of relevance to this study.
Some of Foucault’s views have already been inteaduced above, while Louis Althusser,
Theoder Adorno and Max Horkheimer's views will be discussed subsequently, This does
not suggest that these divergent theorists’ views cun be integrared into a cohesive
framework in their totality. Rather, certain features of these positions have seeved well to
theorise and contextualise some of the material that was obtained in the interviews, While
there may well be certain areas of overlap between these theorists’ work that can be
explored productively, as is atternpred in this study, there can be no duubt thas there are
strong grounds for resisting the remptation to amalgamate them in any W'-ly.. One might
argna that the empirical worl of this study reprosents an attemgpt to capture ¢ slice of
reality, and that the above three groups of theories respectively enable one to understand
different aspects of the empirieal data with greaver clarity.

4.1.  Definition of Terms: Race, Ras, Culture and Nation

Race is frequently taken for granted as a significant factor in common sense
explanations of various social phenomena, It is held to be related to significant differences
between individuals - to the extent that one could conclude that the concept of race was one
that was imbued with essentialist implications, |

Gould argues tlsats
* wthie concept of “mice” originated fairly recently (wround the middle of the
nineteath cetsrucy) us w pseadoscientific citegory used tu provide u biological

justifisation for socily determined dilferences in the treatment of different groups *
{Gold, 1981, Cited in Smith 8 Mackie, 1995, p 175),

Although it has been widely vecognised that “eace” is a socially constructed
phenomenon, the debate continues unabated in some social science circles about the
significance of differences between the reapective race groups, With much of this material
(thae has averacred a ot of media attention and bock sales), the conclusions reached have
had the effect of entrenching ideas abour "natural® racial differences, These include, for
example, the notion that “It has been proved that Blacks are genetieally less intelligont
than whites”, It is usually overlooked (or not sufficiently understood by the general public)
that, with regard to the above example, there is more variation within raeial groups than
hetween them (Morris, 1988, 316-323),
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soclety is held together at present, Eliminating racism and prejudice, as they appear in theis
many guises and varlations, will involve far more than a few adjustments to the existing
social order, Instead, it will have to involve change ot the most fundamental levels, such
that life for all becomes both qualitatively and quantitatively different. At present, there are
few known ways that this can be achieved, Given this, it appears that critique is all thar is
available at present, Perhaps, one might argue, 2 few furtive glimpses through the cracks in
the wall may bring aboat greater realisation of both the undesirability of the presert order,
and the possibility of better alternatives,
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Thus, rather than wasting time and deceiving the participants, it was recognised
thav diseourse anabysis is ideally suited to these situations, It was also fele % ax climate of
greater congruence would be attained by the researcher being honest and non-
condescending in the interview situation. To facilitate this atmosphere of congruence, the
researcher was careful to wear casual clothing and ro limit the amownt of notes taken while
the interview was in prugress. The question, as mentioned previously, is not to establish the
frequencies of ragist responses, for example, to prove a statistical poiat, It is rather to
ostablish the strneenre of racist walk « espeelally in relation 10 broader discursive formarions
and the reciprocal interaction between them, "This iy in line with Van Dijk's point that the
very purpose of discourse unalysis is not to gather oljective data, but to actively seek out
the subjective as he argues thi vhis will provide greater insight into the contents of, and
strateies behind ordinary talk, In short, he argues that the point Is that

"W wanit 10 know, or instuice how people el storlesorangee riher than ow
viten they do so. This smeans thae we systeatically amalyse the respective Yovels of
{jutervies) talk, such s overall chomatic (uacro) strucuurey, namative ot
arpnentative schienats, loeal semantic seaogies, lexival stylo, thetorieal uperatiotss,
nd mote specific conversational properties of walk {vn Dijk, 197, p 20),
Thus onc astempts to establish what is being justified or legitimised by sueh talk?
What is its function? What does it do for *ua whites”, or *us blacks” when we diseuss

members of other raves in ¢ sentialist and stervotypical ways?

It is nevertheless highly siguificant that not one of the respondents wanted to
portray themsalves it a negative light (e.g, as a blackebater, or racist), Thie las been noted
in much of the litarature conducted using iiddle-class samples, but is surprising when one
considers that most of these people would amongst themselves speak in extremely
derogatory termis about members of ather race groups, Some evideice for this could be
found for example, in situations where participants who liad started oot walling abous
“suartes” would, later accidentally switch to *ifi" in a heated montent, Although the
researcher was careful to show no reaction to this whatsoever, there would always be a
moment of hesitation, or even censure fromm the athee participants prosent, No doubt the
presence of 4 tape recerder was respensible for this w x large degree, as well as the fact that
the researcher was obviowsly English speakimg and “polite”, The influence of the tape
recordur appears to have had a greater impact on the responses than eriginally antisipated,

partly evideneed in the faet that the three interviews conduetad without a recorder elivited
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2. the same (a5 in point 1,) was true whore the researcher would interpellate the
participants as Afrikaners, While a neutral question would often elieit dava that
wos far removed fron the topic, the instant that it was formulated ideclogically
one would obtain a pesponse that was o direct relevanee to an analysis of racist
talk and stercotypes, Onee the inverpellition had occurred, the responses would
be sueh that one could be sure that this was not something that the researcher
liad planted in a dmplistic way. That is, the responses were elaborated along the
kind of lines that went far beyend the question. For example: *As an Afeikazer,
how do you feel about the eurrent sttaation in Sowrh Africa?” « might be
greeted with a response that «f arts as follows: “Well, the blacks have now taken
over and things lave really ehanged for the worse for us white people..”.

.
-

Tt was argued in a previous section that the majority of studies conducted in this
area were limited in that they functioned according to the lugie of the dainant
discursive formations, particularly of racial identity, whicly was cither not
theorised at all or was theorised in an uncritical manner, The present research
was able to explore precisely the contradictory nature of subject positioning in
the interview context, Exarnples of previous research provided evidence that
suggested vliat *Afeikaans spealeers lad more clewdy defined identities, along
with the most 1iegative. attitudes towards other ethnic groups (Malherbe, 1938.
In Mynhardt 8 Du Toit, 1992, p 287; Mynhardr, 1976; Niewoudt, Plog &
Mynlards, 1977; Thiele, 1988; Du Provz, 1987; In Poster 8 Loww Potgioter,
1992, pp 182.384), Taken in the light of the mor ¢ recent theorerical advances
outlined above, one is able to appreciate that, for example, the subjeets of the
previeus studies were interpellated in a certain context that questivned them %
Afrileances” - thus triggering off the kinds of responses that were observed in
the present intorviews, ’

* A similr example from the United States is well haewas, 3 aliens toured vivined hotels und sestaoranes arond e $nined
Statws avvampanied by a €linese coule, Six el laer, e sent qnestionnaizes o these esablishments, asking
wieether they would be prepated waveepr Clines paests, Mure vhan 99% of tiese sl replied staed that Uiy would
not {La¥iere, 199, cited i Dacken, 1992, 260, Cne of the voncsicns draws Teun this sabegquendy Ty g (195)
wanthat individuals' betswinr csnld e determined by the roles xud sitaviony vather than by Qe avades (Lacken,
1994, 7). Thus, i e fir sionavivns, the progriers were Taved with membets of uther races inabjo e posiena “n
propeieters dealing with cosumers”, while in the yuestionnatve sivnation they responded « o queions which made
pace & sabivit dvwoe = “as whites whe Jidn’s want bl
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conseiousniess (L., do they see themselves as “White people™ Is their whiteness a salient
identity construct that emerges spontaneously?), They were not to be asked anything about
rage directly, with the rescarcher leaving it to them to bring it up of their own weeord.
Once racial matters were brought up by the repom b, the researcher would then
encourage them to continue wlong these lines for the purposes of the study. A impurtant
part of the pilot stadies was thus to atempt to ideantify seuteal questions that almost always

- give rise 10 a racial response in this sector of the population, For example, the respondents
were asked how they felt abour their future in South Africs, or whether or not they -
thought their parents’ generation had bad it any easie= than what theirs does now, These
Jeinds of guestions could then be used to avoid wasting time talking about matters not
divectly relevant for the putposes of the study.

Howover, it transpired that this was i some cases impractical, Ot arrival on the
premises, the researcher needed to set the participants at ease as soon ag possible and gain
their confidence, It was found that the best way to bring this about was to be completely
honest and open abowt the purposes of the research, Delaying this resulted in the situation
where the participants plaved somewhat of » guessing game in trying to discover what the
objective of the interview is - 5o that they eounld tailor their responses accordingly, They
werz, for examiple, unable to answer the initial questions with confidence, as they couldn’t
unverstand why someone from a University would want to lnow about their views on life
in South Afvica, ete, While most research paradigmss would perhagps have duealt with this
sitnation by formulating a false research goal that could be used to get the participants at
east, this was found to be unnecessary within the present framework as the object of the
analysis is precisely to observe phenomena such as: |

1, the manner in which subjects are interpellated by ideological products, For
exantple, one of the things that emerged was that if the researcher referred to
everyone present (inchuding himself) as whires, the partivipants would respand
10 this by speaking along the sane lines « ineluding fecling frev to diseass blacks
iy & way that they may not have felt as free 1o du if they wore not sure about the
rescarchers owen rackel eavegory (e, he might just look white), Considering that
the researeh was specitically aimed ar analysing ravise tatk, it didn’t matter that
it was delihevarely triggoeed i some instanees, This was aveided wherover

possibile, as it was hoped that te talle would arise naturally and spontancoeusly.
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842 Inmtervicews aud OpesBaded Questionnaires
Initally, it was asempted to omit the fact that the sesearch was speeitivally about
racial idetity, This was beeause it s one of the oy of the researeh to establish whether

or not the respondenty themselves acually have anything thay might approximate a racial
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5, Methodology
5.1,  Research Techniques
511 Selection of Participants
Working elags status suburbs in the Gauteng provineial ares were identikied that

contained a high proportion of Afrikaansspeaking Whites, These suburbs were then

fefted early in the evenings during the week and on Saturday afternoons On these visits,
streets were targeted if the appearance of the houses justified clagsing the oceupants as
being working ¢lass, As the housey in the arvas were very closely kait, it was usaally only
foasible to visit one house in the steect on any given day. as it was feared that the
appen. nee of the researcher going from house to house would result in somewhat of a

peetacie. This also meant that there was les: danger of the neighbours discussing the
Jterview s amongst one-another, resuliing in contamination of the data, Related to this was
the possibility thit participants would be unwilling to divalge details of lite in the
vaighbourhood for fear of their neighbouts beiug tippedsoff by the vesearcher about taings
that were said about them, In addition to the working class interviews, two additional
inturviews were conducted with middle class participants who were referred to the
researehier by friends who had Afrikaans rekitives, '

The rescarcher would typically knock on the door of tlie louse that was targeted,
or stand av the gate if the family way already cutside in the garden, The purpose of the visit
was stated more-or-less as follows:

*Tm & student andwm doing some ressarch on idettricy i yourares, Wi al you
mined iF T came in und asked you a few auestions?) for] would you mind i ook up
abouta half e hour of youe time?

This would ustially be done in Afrikaans, the participants' linguage being
established at the outset, The researcher would prosent a stucent eard as identifieation
prior to entering the premises, The participants would then be informed of the broad
purpose of the study, eriphasising that the information obrained woukd be held in the
strievest confidence, The following table lists the participants in the study and provides an
iudex of their demograplie profile.
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arguably preconditions for the functioning of nuudern technological socicties, The analysis

that follows will therefore not be restricted to the symbolic field, language, and the inteenal
relations that govern the inverview transeripts (which are revealing in themselves), but will
attempt to examine the talk in relation to the entire discursive domain,
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“Lurape has two histories; g wellknowa, writen history and s underground

history, The Jater consists In the dare of the busviasi instincts and passions which are

displaced and distorved by civifisations. The Fasclst presesst in whichs the hicklen side

of thitigs vowes to light alse shows the relationship btween wiitten history and the

whark sicle, which is ovecloohed in the otficial fegend of the natlonadist states, us well
a5 the erithe of the fattes” {Adone 8 Herkhelmen, 1973, p231.

The above links-in well with Foucault’s work, most sotably in the case of his
history of Maduness and Civilisaion (Feueaudt, 1977), which offers itself as an amplifieation
and uxegesis of the last quote in particolar,

The image presented by Adorno and Horkhelmer is therefore of humanity
alienated from nature and subject 1o his own domination. They argue that raclsmi isa
product of the hatved frlt by thuse who have repressed thelr andmal instiness to fitin with
the rest of sogiety. They projuct 2 fantasy anto a group who have come to he defined as
Other. This Orher represents, through the meehanism of projection, all the repressed
qualities that are denied the subject in bondage, This evokes imense destructive Just, anger
and hate (Adorno & Horkbeimer, 1973, pp171.172). They also rofer to the subjugated bely
(under the control of the ever-vigiline rativnal ego) as being & *dead® body, and this rewults
in the need to take revenge - and to destroy any sigas of « living, noble and vital body
(Adorno & THorkheimer, 1973, p234).

The relevince of the above to this study was the emphasis on the relaton between
a particularly kind of subjectivity » most notably the modern bourgeois Individual « and the
subjection of both self and others through discourse, This subjection involves primarily a
will to knowledge, particulaly about the setf, which is implicated in the domination and
mastery over self and nature, It is important to note that this selfknowledge does not
originate from within » rational, knowing subject, but is a culturally and histarically
mediated product « a reified commodity, to use Aderne and Horkdiimer's terminalogy. In
Foucauldian teems, the subject is formed throngh discourse, ‘Where Foueanlt examined the
relation between knawledge ahout sexuality and the production of a knowing modern
subject {espeelally in relation to the recent dovelopment of the human sciences), this study
will attemapt tes show that the produetion of ravial subjects and kaoewledge about race van
alse be seen as being implivared with the kind of moadeen subject deseribed by Foueauly,
Adorno and Horkhedmer. As shown by these theorists, modeen socioty sequires the
emergence of these sexwalitios, races and ocher subjectivity's to function productively. O,

mure accurately, these sexual and racial subjectivity’s are productive in wiys that arc
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some of the participants, and these will be linked with broader ideclogical formations. For
Adorno and Florkheimer, this instrumentalism undermines the wioplan goals of the
Eulightenment and the project of Modernity, as it results in the situation where means are
pursued without proper reflection on the desired ends (Weber, 1971; Fabermas, 1985),

In 2 section that outlines a *theory of crime,” Adorno and Horlkheimer draw an
analogy between prison cells (prisoners) and monads, They stave that “a man in prison is
the virtual image of the bourgeois type which he still has to become in reality™ (Adorno &
Horkheimer, 1973, p226), He prosents the contemporary deviant, criminl or prisoner as
one who has friled to master (tis own) nature, and must therefore be soparated from the
rest of suciety. He argues than

“Tn former times peisarers were placed in enlforeed Isalation, Todey that isolaion
Hias encered iito men's body and soul. The sellbtrwinectsol and happiness of the
inclivicual ateas bleak as the prison cdll now thae the Fascist milers buve seized the
whole kbour foree of the nation, The punishment of imprisonment isasnothing
when setagainst the seelal realicy i which welive® (Ademo & Horkbelmer, 197),
PpRAR-229. .

This is precisely the kind of concern that Foueault way addressing, particulaely in

Discipline and Punish (Foueault, 1977), In this work he used the Bentham Panopticon
metaphor to describe the funcvioning of modern technologies of power » where everyone is
subjected to an ubicquitous gaze. Because one can never know precisely when the gaze will

- befocused on onesclf, one has always to behave ¢ if one is being observed and monitored
all the time, One therefore moniiors oneself constantly to ensure that one's behaviour falls
within the range of what is considered "normat®,

Adorno and Horkheimer link all the above phenomena to modes, relations and
forees of production, particalardy with the development of capitalism and instrumental
reason, with which these phenomena have an “clective affinity” (in the Weberfan sense),
They argue that in bourgeois society, domination and objectification have become so
complete that there is no longer any savisfaction of human needs, Alienation, reification
and objectification are now so widespread that, in order wo survive, decéption and artifice
now becotie essentinl elements of people’s chacacters (Adorao 8 FHorkheimer, 1973, p56).
Adoerno and Horkheimer point out the irony in late capitalism tha heroic deeds are simply
awaste of energy. Instead, the “cheap” and average are fdofised and made heroic, A false
identity exists between society and the individual (Adorno & Horkheimer, 1973, p154;
Pp154156). They stre that:
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while “free to respond” to the call of the Sirens, their senses have been removed so that
they are not even aware of the call, The image s thus of Odysseus, tise master; able to sense
the allure of namre, but having mastered aature, is unable to give in to his sensuous desives,
He isin “bondage,” but an irosic one that results from his own domination and mastery of
nature and the senses, Tis “workers” have obeyed the command of their master and worls
mechanically and without sensaty percoption - they are not in danger of heing seduced
away from their task, as their senses ave dulled, One is able to see in the myth the
sepiration of master and servant, Jomination of man over nature, nuastery, and the
Cartesian split between subject and object « with the senses and exvernal workd under the
control of the rational Ego (Adorno & Iorkheimer, 1973, ppd3-79).

Starting with the myth of Odyssens, Adorno and Horkheimer identify a mumber
of features that they argue are ~haracteristic of the “bourgeois individual”, These include
cunning, rational caleulation, mastery over the environment or nature, sacrifice and
ropunciation of plensurcs, individual idensity (e, ego integration, separation-individuation),
repression of the natyral or animal instinets, and so on (Adomo 8 Horkheimer, 1973, p
xvi), Most importantly, this rational domination over nature s at the same time an -
frrational side, which comes to light as the insanity and bacbarism witnessed under late
capitalism tlus cenvury, They argue that this ®insanity and barbarism® is the direct
consequence of the repression of onr “dark”, “animal® or “irrational” side.” They argae
that: ' '

“As soot usman bcards his awareness il e bivself is natuve, all theaiin for
which he keops liuself abive- sool progress, the intensifivation oF all s material
and spirimal powers, even conscloustess itself -are sulliied, and the edronement
of the mans ag ar endh, whiich under late copitalivn Is tistamonnt to open insanity,
isaltoady percepeible i the preliistory of subjectiviey, Man's dontnation over
hiielf, wliich grounds his selfhood, isalmost always the destruetion of the sablect

- Inwhose servive it s undestaken; tor the subistance which s dominated, suppressed
anddddissolved by virue of s preservation fs none other than that vory lifeas
functians of which the achdevements of slbpreservation find their sole definition
vk dleteenrivation: it i, i faet, what is o be proserved” (Adatno 82 Hodkdhelmern,
1973, pp&&s).

"This is, of course, to extend Max Weber's views on the consequences of
instrumental rationality in the modern age. This stady will attempt to demonstrate liow
this “instrumental veason” is evident in some of tho jusifeations for racism outlined by

. FurAciuruu' and Torklwimer, thie "insnity and barbarism® inchedes the own wold wary, Eascism and Niiin, the
votveitration vataps ik killing of Jows, Stalin's atrocities, widespread poverty, sud sovial injustive genvralty,
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order, or of attaining 1 position that would be outside of this mediated, reified reality, Like
Foucault, but using different terms, they argue that it is only through the aesthetie realm
that a form of rupture can occur, subverting the established reality principle, Where
Foucault tavours, for example, an ars sexrualis that lies owtside of the dominant discursive
regime, Adormo and Horkheimer speak of the true work of art that brings about & rupture
in the established order. Both emphasise the imperative in modernity to be productive and
normal, and both claim that there can be no rational agendas or principles that can be
applied wniversally, Foucault, Adorno and Horkheimer share the notion that the
Enlighvenment produced a kind of subjectity that was defined through “normality® (or
deviations from the norm), While being unique to Modernity, it constructs a pariicular
ntodern rationality and an attendant “irratiomality®, This ratjonality, which is talzen for
granted by modern subjocts as being universal, vimeless and natural, accomparies or
necessitates the disciplinary apparatus deseribed by Foucault, For Adorno and
 Horkheimer, this reified {“normal”) form of subjectivity and rationality leads to what they
doseribe as the “totally administed world”, This reified, totally administed world, or
 diseiplinary vegimes, thus serve as the objects of their ecitique of the Enlightenment, These -
ideas and their implications will be pursued further in the analysis section of this study.

Nevertheless, there ave important differences between these theorists - the least of
which would be represented by the differont subject matter of their work, At the same
time howaever, there are sufficient points of convergence betweon them. for this study to
comfortable employ them side by side in specific avens, What facilitates this partly in the
case of Foucauly, Adorno and Ilorkheimer is the fact that their theories are all hased on a
constructivist, historicist methodelogy and epistemology.

In the Dialectic of Bnlightenment Adorno and Horkheimer argue that the
provotype of the hourgeois individual can be found as early a5 Homer’s Odyssey, In the
person of Odysseus, They claim that the Odyssey is the basic text of European elvilisation
{(Adorno & Iorkheimer, 1973, 46), In essence, they show how FHomer evolses the image of
Odysseus, who las knowledge of the dangers to himself and his crew presented by their
immanent eontact with the Sirens, and then sets about to nse rational caleulation and
cunning to ensure their vurvival, As master of the ship and its desting, he insteuets his men
to put him in bondage so that no matter how alturing and seductive the voices of the Sirens,

he is umable to respond, At the same time, he fasteucts lis erow to block their ears so that,
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order. or of attaining a position that would be outside of this mediated, reified reality, Like
Foucaule, but using different terms, they argue that it is only through the aesthetic realm
that & form of rupture can occur, subverting the escablished reality principle, Where
Foucault favours, for example, an ars sexualis that lies outside of the dominant discursive
regime, Adorno and Florkheimer speak of the true work of art that brings about a rupture
in the established ord  Both emphasise the imperative in modernity to be praductive and
normal, and both claim that there can be no rational agendas or principles that can be
applied universally, Foucault, Adorno and Horkheimer share the notion that the
Enlightenment produced a Jsind of subjectity that was defined through “nornality” (or
deviations from the norm), While being unique to Modernity, it constructs a particular
modern rationality and an attendant “ireaviomality”. This rationality, which is taken for
aranted by modern subjects as being universal, timeless and natural, sccompanies or
necessitates the disciplinary apparatus described by Foucaule, For Adorno and
Horlheimer, this reified (*normal®) form of subjectivity and rationality leads to what they
describe a5 the “totally sdministed world”, This reified, totally administed world, or
disciplinary regimes, thus serve as the objects of their critique of the Enlightenment, These
ideas and their implications will be pursued further in the analysis section of this study,

Nevertheless, there are important differences between these theorists - the least of
which would be repfesented by the different subject matter of their work, At the same
time however, there are sufficient points of canvergence between them for this study to
vomforeable employ them side by side in specific areas, What feilitates this partly in the
case of Foucauit, Adorno and Horkheimer is the fact that their theories are all based on a
constructivist, historicist methodology and epistemology.

Tn the Dialectic of Enlightenment Adorno and Forkheimer aepue that the
prototype of the bourgeois individual ean be found as easly as H “Wdyssev, ia the
person of Odysseus. They claim thar the Qdyssey is the basic text ot i cpean civilisation
(Adorno 8 Horkheimer, 1973, 46). In essence, they show how Homer evokes the image of
Odyssens, who has know'edge of the dangers to himself and his crew presented by their
immanent contact with the Sivens, and then sets about to use rational calenlation and
cunning to ensure their survival. As master of the ship and its destiny, he instructs his men
to put him in bondage so that no mateer how alluring and seductive the voices of the Sirens,

he is unable to respond. At the sune time, he instructs his erew to block their sars so thay,
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forms part of broader discourses - the systems of rules, exclusions, divisions and practices
that govém what can or can’t be said, or even wh. * can or can't be knowsn, These are
imbricated with larger power networks, relations and instivutions that shape and are
shaped by this micro-interaction, Foueaunlt points out that 2 complex relationship exists
between power, knowledge and truth ~ and that these are formed by discourse, which
concerns anything that is, or car be taken as an object of knowledge.,

As mentioned previously, for Foucault, modern power is not something that is
menolithic and exists ontside of subjects, exerting physical force and coercing them to
behave in certain ways, Instead, he argues thar power is produced by and through subjects,
In their.daily interaction they are exercising power, either reinforeiag the existing power
ralations or pechaps challenging them in some way, He emphasises the ditfuse and
molecular navare of power, For example, when most people think of power, they would
think in monolithic terms and would mention images of the power of the state or the
police, or army. One of the advantages of this way of lacking at power relations is that it
makes one realise that repression is perhape not so much about external agencies, social
institutions and organisations stiffing a pre-existent self, but rather ones own practices and
patterns of interaction « ones self-regulation - that produce cartain relations of power and
subjection, Blis xs therefore a productive conception of power, rather than a limiting or
repressive one,

4.4,  Adorno and ¥orkheimer's Views on Repression and Prejudice

One can expand on this further by incroducing Adornoe and Morkheimer's ideas
on the relationship between repression und prejudice, They argued that the seeds of
prejudice are to be found in the kind of repression that is required for modern civilisations
to function, While it may seem obvious that 1 fundamental contradiction ¢ . s between
their conception of repression and Foucault’s work, it must be made clear thas they are not
using the concept of repression in & way that suggests that “if we could only throw off our
chains we would be free, as we are in nature”, Rather, they also see identity as mediated by
historically contingent events and processes, This mediation is performed by the various
cultural formations, or hegemonic forces (such as language, the family, the state, the media,
and religion, for example), Aside from these instivutions, they devote much of their work
to examining the role of popular coltuce in transmitting hegemonte norms and values,
Somewhat pessimistically they argue that there is no way of subverting the existivg social
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case that should the impoverished segment of Afriltaans speakers grow in size (perhaps as a
consequence of affirmative action), 8 more ¢lear link could be established between class
inequalities and race, This could facilitate oganisation along racial lines, as way done in the
1930%s and 1940's (" Mears, 1979, 1983), Many of the participurts empinsised their view
that Afrikaners were a very diverse group, This perception of dive . | naivigates against
organisation along racial lines, as Afrikaans-speaksers do not perceive themselves as an
homogenous group with clearly dufined common interests,

A list of the characreristics regarded as being typical of Afrikaners by the various
participants can be found in the table that follows, The diversity referred to above is clearly
evident, It is also interesting to note the concordance herweun this list of features and the
generally held stercotypical view lield by others of Afrikaners on some of the clusters of
points.
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anelor nuaner statyy, on jy wil ook nie et Tolle ssosicer ward nie. So.ek meen, varakkings viool storke
il pnckaar ui” (B,

Already avident hore is the notion of a social hieruechy, with the rauge extending
from the AWB to the *cream of Afrikanerdom®, It will kater be shown that this hierarchy
extends to members of other racial or cthnie groups « with whites at the top, The above
quote reflects the feeling, common to all the participants, that they were “ordinary” people
« not at the top (like the Geruzans, or the English with their world-languages and eultures),
but not at the bottom either Jike the blacks), However, it is iinportant vo note that these

phenomeni were more clearly evidenced among the middle class participants.

What was particularly steiking for the researcher was that the working elass
participants were unable to articulate their Afrikaner identity very cleady, Far more
pressing for them were the issues surrvunding daily survival « such as unemployment,
putting food on the table, getting imo trouble with the law, erime and violence, Because
mere survival was such a salient problem for them, questions of racial or culwral identity
assumed losser significance. In addition, the fact that Aleikasnsspeakers ace o very diverse
and divided collectivity makes this identification miore difficult. One of the factors that
mitigaees against o strong atd cohesive Afrikaner ideatity amongst the working class
participants possibly results from the fact that mididle elass Afrikaners look down on them,
"That is, the leaders in the Afrilaner community look upon them with derisionand
contempt. Most of them saw themselves as victims, rather than as oppressors, and this i
reflected in many of the wanseript samples thae will be analysed subsequently.™ Having
access to better facilities and opportunities can be argued to have been miore important for
them. than preserving the white race, for example, Many of thom reflected that there was
nothing that they could do to change their situation, whether they liked the changes
eurrently i progress or sot, In shogt, their perception of themselves as powerloss victims (1
conseuence of their unfavoursble posirion in the social hivrarchy) meant that they
entertained no hopes of resistanee {for example, taking a stand to maintain white
standards), ‘This perceprion of vietimbaod muy well be responsible for the inability of the
right wing politica] arganisations o mobilise suppeort, Their organising prineiples and
theories of “erelad superiority™ tend t rermin in the realm of mere theerivs, which are of

no use to the working chass whe have other, more innsediate coneerns, T may well be the

YA dear statement af Hiisontivn ol “vicimleed” can le fund i imerdew 3 (Appendie B,
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6.1 Identity

A number of theoretical comments were made above on what is argued by many
recent theorists to be the transitory, social mature of identity and the identification process,
The following section will attempt to delineate some of the major themes that emerged in
the interviews, which might be taken to be indicative of an Arikaner identity. It will be
seen that factors such as class, gender, age geographical location and religious affiliation
were sigoificans influeaces on the participants’ responses and identities,

6.1.1. A Pasitive Definition of Afsikaner Mentity?

On embarking on this resvarch venture, one of the objectives was to investigate
whether or not the participants would be able vo identify certain features (or traits) that
they regarded as being characteristic of an Afrikaner identity, However, the significance of
this endeavour should be viewed in the light of recent theorists who claim that one’s
iduntity is often formulated in teems of what one is not, rather than in ene's own positivity,
When asked about being an Adrikaner, would the respondents formulate their responses in
terms of positive statements about what, for them, constitutes a typical Afrikancr « in thel
own right? Ur would they define themselves in negative terms, such as by cémparison with
stereotypical representations of other ethnie o ragial groups?

Generally, it was found that there was loss confusion on the theme of Afrikaser
identivy than on questions wbeur race (bring white), Most of the respondents had relatively
clearly defined views on exactly what constituted a typical Alrikaner and undersiood the
question (as opposed to the twadency not to understand the questions regarding raee amd
racial differences),®

Maost of the participants identified & number of subscategories of Afrilkaner in their
responses. These included the far right wing (Bugene Terreblanche in particnlar) and
another group that ended to be “snohbish” and “pretentions”, Neither were regarded to be
truly reprosentative of ordinary Afrikaners, One of the respondents des. . sbed this sivaion
as fullows, when avked about fer foelings oa “die Valbs

PLEK dink it wonbace al lvwsewer miter enn miendor, want dar is o v vertakiogs winder Abidkaans
Agekenscde s wa i, e verwyder sas bl v weer, sosdiendie AWI mensse, Fulle key
statear, e faolle svil i wsesioor word soet bualle sd, e soom van odie Afviloriendem Tt meesop o

B This findiog iv, of coursey in line with thee of related tesearch that Tus been conducied ovee the yearss including tha
vondugted, farexamiple, by 10, MactUrone i the 3948 dacCnwe, 1937),
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6, Research Findings

Usually when one is conducting qualitative reseaceh, one sempts 1o identify che
majot themes that emerge from the data, I Towever, the point has dlready been made above
that these themes are more likely to amerge in response to o particalar sucial sitoation -
nantely the interview, The interview should be seen aga deviee that was designed and used
to abtain dats that relaved to racial talk, 50 one needs to be sspicious from the outset of the
themes that are discussed below, Nevertheless, the fact that the researcher is able to make
use of certain subtle coding mechanisms in the interviews thas bring about a racial
response, indicates the all pervasive nature of ideological interpellation, The same coding,
although often not employed in subtle ways, are procisely what enable negative
stereotypical portrayals of outgroups to be reproduced in society,

The interview situation is, afrer all a constructed one, Perhaps not as far removed
from laboratory experiments as some qualitative researchery would wish, Had the
interviewer artived and aunouneed ro the paricipants that be was from “The Freedom and
Lquality under the New Constivwtion Society®, and aveidut any references to race,
Janguage and culture, it is certain that a very differeat picture would Ive emerged,
Likewise if the researcher himself been black, or wearing an ANC badge. No Joubt, had
the researcher been Afrikaans-speaking himself and announced thae he was from the
Blanke Bevrydigings-Orgenisasie, a very diffevent picture would also have emerged,

It is important to note, that & fot of incongruencies, or even blatant contradictions
appear in the imterview data, This does not necessarily suggest that the participants wore
Iying deliberately, It more likely refurs to the very contradictory nature, and wide variety
of subject positions available to Afrikaans-speakers in South Africa today, The subject
positions they adop and seripts they readoff depend in pare on the sitwation in which they
find themselves at any given point in time, The incerview prosents (bombards) them with a
set of questions tha foree them to tak a varivty of objeers aud associatings sogether tha
wouli not normally be required in vne's daily routine, It ean thus be expreted thas there
would be some confusion and ersors, This was especially evideot with the working class
participants, wha tesdud 1 be more comiortable with conesute, present events and
deseriptions, rather than abutraci convepts and general fdeas, At the same time, these eeroars

are nevertheless sevealing where they cevurred,
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were asked, for the first thne, 1o explain exactly what they meant when they stated that

they were “white” » which turnedsout o bu no easy rask for some of them,
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quickly interrupted the transgressing speaker, or changed the subject away from the
tabooed topic, Nevertheless, in spite of the participants attempts to purify their accounts,
and present themselves as “nice people”® {i.e. not prejudiced), we will see that their talk still
succeeds in perpetuating racist stercotypes and prejudice, One such example can be found
in appendix ¥ (ines 16.24). This interview is characterised by a number of plaring
contradictions. What was most obvious to the researcher was that on avrival the participant
stated that hie was a “big eacist” and “hated blacks”, Onee the cassette recorder had been

i2-hed on however, he utempted to present a very different (non-prejudiced) view of
himself, This siouation provided a particularly vivid demonstration of the kinds of
strategies employed by individuals when they are engaging in positive selfspresentation
with the overall goal of negative other deseription (Van Dijk, 1987), Some of the vechniques
that hie employed to sanitise his talk (while nevertheless continuing to present blacks as
inferiot) will be diseussed further in the analysis section that follows,

5.4,  Ethical Issues

The participants were oll fully informed of the purpose of the study and their
consent obtained prior to the interview, Where possible, the rcial focus of the study was
avoided and the participants wore told that the study was about identity and life in
contemporary South Africa, Their permission was also asked before anything was
recorded in the interviews, This was declined en thres orezaiors and hand-written notes
were taken instead.

While the rosearcher did as lirele talking as possible: during the interviews, it was
found that while the participants were discussing their views, the researcher needed to
indieate at least some kind of positive affirmation to enable them to feel comfortable and
speak frecly. For example, when making a very racist statement, the participants would
chock to see if there was any reaction from the researcher, It would have best abnormal to
sit impassively and would have disconcerred the participants, so 1o get them to continue the
researcher would nod or say *yes™, or "nae - ag o, wvould in a normal conversaion, The
vosearcher, in a sensé, had thus to coflude in *he wist talk, lending it further lephimacy
and providing in epportanity for its woprodection, On the othier hand, one might argue
that at least some of their unspoken assumptions were now brought out into the open, and
the participants made to see them in the gl of eold reason. For example, some of ther
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with greater proficieacy in this area would have beea in a position to be able to attend to
 the subtle nuances in the talk that would uttdouhtedly provide key insights into what was
being said, O the other hand, the advantage of not being Famadiar with the language aod
terms used was that the researcher would isimediately question the participants on things
tlat were not ¢loar to him, For example, in interview A, one of the participants referred ro
Afrilesans as a language {in the lite ninctevnth century) that one "only spoke asa
kombuistaal » you used it on the farm, to talk to the vofkies”. Questinning the participant
about the meaning of the rerm wolkies provided some valuable insights into a number of
associations that the participant had regarding this term, Despite presenting himself as a
very opepsminded individual who dida't regard ather racial or cultural groups to be
inferior in any way « nevertheless c.-xj:l-.ﬁll&d this single term in such o way that he disclosed
his underlying view v ¢ “the coloured peaple on the farm are the ‘Hitle people’, you could
talk to them in Afrikanns because it didn’t matter what they thought, and they didn't
know any bettex”, Of groater siguificance in tlis example, was that che interviewer could
use his poor understanding of Afrilaans as an excuse to get the participants to elaborate
their views in a more notwral way, In other instances, questioning a participant about
something that they said often had the effect of pwiting them on guard,

Van Dijk (1987) points out several problems that he encowntered whilst
conducting his own research thae are relevant to the above, Cardinal among them was his
finding that individuals’ talk is often aimed at posivive self-prosentation within the overall
goal of negative other deseription, e argues that face-saving is an essential technique
employed by the respondents in his study to hide their own vacism, But he points out that
it is precisely these types of conversational techniques and strategies that faeilitate the
subtle transmission of phenomena like racist ideology and prejudice, He argues that it is
vital that these subtle techniques be recognised 43 the proper object of any discourse
analysis so that the link between the psychologival and sockal Tevels be exposed {(Van Dijk,
1983; 1985 1987),

Thete are also several instances in the inteeviews where one is able to see tlut one
or mere of the partivipans actively attrmpts vo intervene in the conversation to prevent
someone else from disclosing cortain snformation, One dlear example can be found in
transeript sample I} (lines 52:6%). “There were many other instanees of this phenomenon,

most of which took place in miore subtle ways, such as when the other parties present
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phetiomena in 2 kind of organic unity of culture, race and history. Tnstead, the working
class participants simply indicated that they “lnew they were white” and found the
questions surrounding this slightly bizarre, An example can be found in interview DD

- {appendix D) where the researcher resorted to questioning them from a “Marsian
perspective”. While be was aceustorned to this level of abstraction (thanks, in part, to
philosophy studies), the participants clearly found it difficnlt to relate to, While the
interviewer was accustomed to working with clearly dofined concepts, the participants
were 1ot - the terms that they employed were not regarded as being concepts, but rather
simply reflected reality directly - to question these was slightly absurd to them. Related was
the very status of the researcher, Many of the working class participants found it difficult
to cope with the fact that the researcher was 1 psychology student, For example, the
grandmother in interview D started out by talking about her seawwee probleme. The
participants in interview H simply refused to accept the researchers stated identivy (in spite
of examining his stadene card intemly throvghout the interview), This interview was
chatacterised by the participants listing their problenss as they would 10 2 governmens
official who would go and sort them out for them (for example, install robots in the strect,
improve the policing in the area, and provide better employment prospests), It should also
be remembered though, that one of the reasons why & group of worlking class vhite
Afrikaners were chosen as the focus of the study was beeause it was felt that this would
provide 3 modicum of gritieal distance between the researcher and the participants. The
problems sssociated with conducting ethinographic research within ane's own culiure have
been well documented, and there may have been even mote serious problems had the
researchor stuck to his own social group. As stated elsewhere, some middle class
pacticipans were interviewed for comparison purposes, and bere the language distance
nevertheless provided some eritical distance,

As one would cxpect though, another significant problem was with lnguage. The
interviewer's hoine language is Fuglish, und there ~vere many instances where he was
vnable to understated words and prases in the partieipants® talle, Agadu, this was partly due
to the formal way in which he had learnt Afrikaans, having had Kitle opportugity to
practice the Jlanguage, paviicularly with working class Afrikasng speakers. A peeerscher

™ Buitially vossiderativn: way even given to conduveng the toseanch uing Ehosa or Zalu partivipauss, but she Langaage
presbleniy asseviated wivk s ellors wonld Tuve Been Tmmense, given thie Hnted revourves availabsle ttlis projet.
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The present research attempts to draw linkages between the racist talk and the
“broader ideclogieal or diseursive formations, rather than reducing the analysis to the lovel

of either linguistic or cognitive structures,
53, Problems Experienced Whilst Conducting The Research

Ouie of the advantages of a disconrse analytie approach is that one recognises tha
the study is subjective and biased from the outset, as the researcher constructs the research
framework (for example, in the way that the rescarch questions are ns‘ked) This fact is
often overlooked wheh quantitative methods ave used,

A problem that is often mentioned in the lirerature concerns the class difference
between the interviewer and interviewces, Derek Phillips, for example, reviewed the
literature on miental hea®.h studivs, most of which suggests that there {3 a greater
prevalence of messal ilxes amongst  cose with low socioeeconor . status, Philips
concludes from this that:

“The Fraquently discovered selationship becsveen socid classand wental healtl sy
well bedueton grm.ermlhnguess of Jower cluss persons teusdmit ro orrcunt
certain beluviours wnd expreriences which middle and upper class persons regend .
highly undesirable® (Chillips, 1971, p 43)

This wag not found to be a problem in this research project, Indeed, one of the
miain reasons why this seetor of th- population was targeted for the ini;ervi_ews was due to
their relative Tack of inhibition with regard to discussing questions of race and culture, I
was also folt that the status of the researcher as an outsider came with eertain benefits »
such as thae the inverviews remained catm, polite, sutwally respectful and didn's get out of
control, |

However, it is more useful to view this alony the lines suggestod by Pierre
Bourdien - that the interviewer is also midle cluss and that this wonld result in the
siwation where e would comfortably buy into the sophisticated and substle coding buily
into “middle class parlance™ (Bourdieu 8 Passeron, 1977), According to this view, the
middle elass participants woald have the eultural capital required to provide the kinds of
answers that would satisfy a middle elass researcher, Indeed, the initial questions of the
research project possibly were tailored 1o oivit saiddle elass esponses, The researcher
expecteed that the working class pardeipanzs wonld have a *folk” kaowledge that would
include 3 reasonably cohesive account of their fediogs on raenl matters, For oxample, that

they would have clear views that linked their beliefs in white superiority with “natural”
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the objective existence of underl: ing (measurable) properties,” Flowever, at the same time,
a disconrse analytic strategy facilitates an analysis of the conditions under which these
“sropertics” come to be imbued with the status of the “real®, or of “objective veality”, For
ecunple, it is widely accepted that the race category has a very dubious scientitic status - yet
it remaing a very real and problematic issue in society - and also bas very real nepative
con#e'qttenccs in the daily lives of millions of individuals, One might argue that these
techiniques enable one to arrive v the pre-conscions foundations of knowledge, That is, one
is able to deconstruct the taken-for-granted veality within which we ave immersed
(Sampson, 1989, pp 7-8), Such un endeavour could include an exantination of language as a
structure and thought structuring agent in socialisation,

Van Dijl, on the other hand, outlines an approach that blends linguistic theory
and research methods with those developed in the field of cognitive psychology.”® Van
Dijk’s approwch was based on his view that the mechanisms intvolved in the transmission of
racism and prejudice in socicty can only be ascertained by means of discourse analytis, e
conducted his own research in the Netherlands and California (USA), An impertant
consideration for van Dijle was to link conversational discourse with cognitive
representations, structures and processes (van Dijk, 1987, p 25)."

Alvernately, it could examine the mammer in which subjecty are construeted as
racial subjects, Tn this endeavour, one might staze with a reworking of O"Mueara’s detailed
account of the waye in which the working class was fragmented in the 1920% and *30°s - by
the construction or manipulation of a racial meta-darrative thar became a more salient
identity construct, This was so muel so that it grew to assume greater significance than the
class stroggle metaphor in transforming Sonrh Afriean society.

® Burwxample, povchodagival propestivs bave teaditionally incuded individuabdifference dimensians that might dewermine
susceptitiliy to prejudice, This includes confornism, snthoritaianion, overgeneralission, selfesteem, psyehulogival
afjustment, fruseration, imelligence, degosnism, rigidicy oe intohorance of smbiguity, politival belief systems suh as
vonsereatism, Ak 4 nunther of pychodysamic emruets (Dueckiog 1992, p 1190,

9% Lijk"s npsproavh has been crivieised by a aumbes of authors, For ekample, Wethered] and Potver cite Levinsun
{1983), where they arpe that Jis mndel relieson & cognitivedy rdwtionist islea of coherence (Wetherell & Poter,
1992, p8s). \

1 Yan Lijk stms o his apother Important wpect of his posivion as fullavess % such seucase and sirategies are ns
simply eoguitive in te individwil or persoasal snse but are eadwe fuems aof social cognition, This soviesogaitive
peespective alo allavs us o conneet explicitly etluric prefindive witl social fnteraction Gt beace with cmversation)
and with sovial stiuvinves of diverimination and racism {van Dijh, 1987, p 28),
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were not asked to provide this information directly. To do so was considered to be
undesirable as it could have affected their responses. Part of the strategy for gaining their
confidence was to assure them that #one of their personal details (name, address, ete)) were
required, or of any interest to the study. It transpived that many of them mentioned their
age, place of origin, employment and marital status in any case during the course of the

interviews,

The data that was recorded on tape were transeribed in detail, including
hesitations, false starts and repairs, The transcripts were then coded as shown in the table
in appendix F, Sampleé of these and other transcripts ¢ also be found in the body of the

 findings section, using the same coding system, They are indeated slightly less than
standard quotes,

Initially the analysis followed the course outlined by Van Sijk (1987], where he
argues that the central question being asked 1e: “How do the interviewees talk about
tliemselves in relation to members of other race groups in their social milieud* This is in
addition to scrutinising what the participants saic about themselves per se. Many of the
provious seilies (such as Van Dijk's) were conducted en white people in countries such as
the Nethertands and New Zealand, vhere white people constitute the majority and have
had little cause for questioning their own identities, In South Afric, on the other hand,
Afrikaans speakers report having bad to fight for the recognition of their language and
culture, One of the consequences of this was that they were able to diseuss their own group
in terms that did not depend as much on comparisons with other groups, That is, they
were able to articulate various characteristics of their own culture, in ways that suggested
that it was not something chat wag taken for granted, |

52,  Data Incerpretationt Discourse Analysis

“How, under what comditions, and in whag forms et something like a subjeet
appear in the ordur of disconrse? Wit can {e assare, and by obeving wiiat wles? In
short, it sa ewter of depriving the subject (or its substitite) of iss role as originator,
and of analysing the sulsject as a varkible wd cotplex fanction of a discourse”
(Foucalt, cited in Rabinew, 1991, 118)

Discourse analysis enables one to arrive ar an wnderstanding of the ¢ saditions
uader which knowledge, thought and action are made possible, That is, it doesn’t assume
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far more unashamed racisy talk! One might also mention the possibility that five years
ago, 1ot even 1 television camera would have prevented most of the participants {rom using
racist talk. Tt has only been in the last fow years that many of the participants have had
access to more positive information about metbers of other races, and had greater
opportunities for sacialising with them,

Importantly, most of the discussion about race that takes place in the publie arena
toduy is aimed at overcoming the old racist ways of thinking, One might thus infer that the
contradictory ways in which the participants discussed racial matters could be regarded as
evidence of t'ais discorsive shift in South African sociaty, On the one hand, the participants
went to geeat lengthy to distance themselves from the stereotype of “Boere®, “racists”, or
“AWB right-wingers”, stating for example, that they had . o problems with regard to
mermbers of other races, On the other hand, the conversation inevitably switched to
negative portrayals and stereotyped depictions o other racial groups that demeaned or
dehunnaaised them » often without the participants even appearing to realise this, This will
‘be explored further in the analysis section. It ig ulso important to note thar the popular
notion of a racist conjures up the image of hard-ine right-wingers, who are tough and
aggressive in promoting theit obnoxious views, It must be emphasised however, 1o the
contrary, that even the most racist of the participants i this study came seross as being
incredibly niee, kind and even harmless (who didn’ want trouble). Initially, this led the
researcher to conclude that the participants he had selected wore indeed not racists,
However, once work began with analysing the transeripts in terms of the theoretical
framework outlined above, it was possible to understand hiow thess incredibly nice, non.
racial, normal people were, in fact, transmitting and perpetuating racist ideclogy in subtie
and complex ways,

3.1.3. Cussotte Tapes, Transcription and Coding

The data that were obtained from the interviews wore recorded on numt ered
tapes, A notepad and pen was also used to jot down any important comments or themes
that needed to be pursued, as well as the tape aumbers used and their sequence, The

approximate age, income level and gender of the respondents was also noted, although they

* Although it mipht e “obviouy” that these respendents prefered nes 1o be recorded previsely because they imended
making eacise vonments, shis is ulikely as they did aor know in advance that tese avenues would be pursued 1 the
interview that was to follow,
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any blame for anti-black thoughts and duds, One of the ways in which this is achieved, is
t link prosent » * <dag and pppression with blacks, This providus an justification for
hating them, ag they are perceived as presenting a threas to “us whites « especially
Afrikaners”, |

The couple in transeript G, for example, Hsteds vaps, violenee, theft, murder and
death (lines 122-126), They also mention how their son was almest stabbed at the prison
where lie works, Like the old indy in 1, the wife in € mentions that if she were to insulta
black, he would kill her (C, e 39). Her Iusband deserilios the difference bevween blacks
ane whires as follows:

M: Kyk, die vershil fs...clie swarte s jour doesd mude vie'n pasr v,

P s die Wite nie.,

M Lotk ol elic s seel, by sal jous oo ey, enn lie hene v jeus blocd is 22 . et hy nde rogtiz edrs nodi
nie. Bu hy ko biieram <225t is ik, sy e Kyk oo ek hudle die ad mense dood, Nou
as Iy wit guan steel, as hy now vegrig werklons s, en by Iy honger, hockom mense seer ek e dood
ik 3 by ner wil stued, As by by my ko o b wil steed, vat wat hy wil hidaens oekam mense deed

1tk Maarus by " sy, hom bet danga Ty it gebousloashy ‘o vanesapen het dangus by div
gebruik, of divsodig of nie todi s, hy sd b pebiuik® {C, Eines 156-163),

This participant claims that blacks are killers by fnstiner, or by nature, This theme
will be pursued further in a subsequent section, ag it is @ very important one, The head of
the household (the mother) in inturvies ¥ did not want the interview to be reconded as she
was convineed that someone wonld cane and get hor, She also seemed unable 1o accept the
fact thai the resoarche: waca student, and kept asking him to see that a robot was installow
ut the cornor ol hiee street, as she had almost beert run over twice by blacks » despite
repeated assurances that nobody else would ever see the notes that were being taken, She
alse stated that bier two sons were away during the week, during which time she lived on
her own. She reported that she feared being attacked at night, 1s the police would do |
nothing to help the people in the avea (eing shemselves invelved with tho criminals), She
reported that she frequently heard knoeks on her deor lave at night wid was convineed that
it wats “the eelomreds” that lived in a nesrhy Sum area,

These sentiments wers. in ne way restrivted to te working class participants
though., The middle class parvicipamts however, usually dvseribed their fears in a loss direet
and graphic w.ly;

B Jaele navnofis ot s i el Riaw: M ek, wanst Diee bt s msats gt bly saam mec e swiates,
mnaae g die ot end word by deod g, Mitander woorde, Bulle et bulle hede fowe poyee, ain dio

aphicttivg, o i,
Bl Hulle we Atika word...
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6,1.5.1. Swart, Rooi, en Roomse Gevare
Most of the participants in this study reported feolings of anxiety about the present -
and future in South Africa, Amougst the many present fears raised, econor ue
considerations are at the forefront. This is, of course, particularly true of those (working
class participaus) living in impoverished aveas. As one of the vardeipants expressed it:

“M: White pw, b Pave boen fored eur of deelr job, They've become vietims - you should ave seen them
the other nighe in the soup kit botis au TV, These people i this area have afurge sulfered. They've
wwntys bearnmelermitud,

T: Like vone of the people in power uow really awe eivher?

M: Ja, the povernarn Joesn's cares,spevialy ubout the whites, They shondd be these to help, They should
loree people to study el they are 18, All they are doing now iy curing about bl poople, They we
not conceimad...they don's cace abaut us “{#).

A staved previsusty, most of the middle clags participants elaimed that hardships
and suffering were the main reason why the velk had to niobilise in the carlier part of this
cemary, The following extraet from inturview (D) sums this np concisely:

M:"Miaras jy so "t dlomp niense so phit peshun . van hulle plase afgedrand o1 30 voouts, dan vid jy baio
atadi, it very stow provese s wit tedoen Jior trer A, 18 Waseer jy so plat peshiay is word jy
pedeving on te link « you are fimed to think, when yoo luvenothing En dait hele periede van na die
Anglo-Boere outlog, tob uns sopensamde verstedeliing, too die Aftikaner stad toe begin kom, was'n
nns:qh;-éi‘kmoelike periocde, Dic ht vits in die getseen gebiodd et i Kleurding en die Swantamat vart
VLR

1% Ju e clis hoekom oe 8, dlie wiel sld, Moar wat ok duarmiee wil 58, dat ok hot evass gedees Trendi
Yan 'n voll vok begin reken, en jy kan die sypathie mee die lad begiu relien..en die lefidebaae mee dip

Jand met sy mece vollkens, toen opsigete van die Lioeveedheld mense war begrawe is iny dad gromed Meg
hoeveel Woerd jyr o0 jou eedermaast pestort liet, In e grond, wiarep Jy e (A).

"This account can be seen as serving 3 fustification for the relivaly fvourable
position in the hierarchy oceupied by Afvikaners st present, In effvet, what is being said is
that booxase they died for the lnd and made great sacrifices, it now belongs to them « they
are entitled to it, Tn the above two extracts, where the middle class wus oppressed, the
waorking class are oppressed « as meembers of the Afrikaner race. These accounts thus serve
as justifieation fur the sing of the past and inequalities in the preseat. The warking clays
participants are abile to use their present unfaiy situarion to justify their bostiliy rowards
blacks, The middle elass participants, ou the uther laad, lave to resort to historical
injustices as justifivation for thele present negative foclings towards members of other racial
groups,

6 1.5.2, Blicks us dangerans

“M Y care'e prest theaet, B e tast o whilti persns, L et always st & whiite prersenn, g mt
Tedusks = 1 doe's erver a .- (83,

It has Alveady been argued in the provious seetiv that the working class

participants emphasise theie sufferimg in the | resent, pastly to vronerate themselves from
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changing reality. One can be pretty sure thoe these individuals would hive vowed never o
live in a mixed ared only a fow years ago ~ before it actually started o happen,

1f one vxamines the transeript of interviews G and D (in the appendices), it is clear

that the pavticipants in C have far more rigid and infleaible views on racial identity and
 differenee, The participants in ), ot the other hand, tend to be far mors sensitive and
understanding about racial issuos  and are far Iess aggrieved about the changey that are
taking plnée around them, Their attitudes, no doubt, are 4 reflection of their situations. The
participants in G live in « troubled area, They report overcrowding, litter, crime, lots of
noise at night, invasions of privicy, jublessness and unliygienic conditions (for example at
the hospital where Fr was taken up). The partivipants in I on the other hand, live in a
relarively well tended area. They reported very little crime and vivlence, and that not so
nsany members of other races had moved in (Fonly a few colourads™). Everyhady
supposedly went abour their business and didn't cause any disruptions, The twe younger
participants had even bugun socialising with the non-white neighbours. From this, one
niight conelude that, given the right conditions, even totalising ideological systems, such as
the race-based one experienced under apartheid, can literally fade away. This would, of
course be a very simplistic way of viewing things - and there are many other dynaties in
operation (rof. Smith & Mackie, 1995, 219:396), One of the more obvious enes being that of
individual difference - the family in D were far more sophisticated than that in G, This is

also reflected in their respective oveupations (B manwal labour, € clerical),

Yet, despite their refative open-mindedness and more favourable sivaation, the
pavticipants in I were still very negative in theie portrayal of blacks, and condescending
towards their coloured nefghbours, This is partcularly noticeable in the case of the young
nrtle (M), Bven mare retarkable, was the fact that the old Jady twice requested the
researcher nor play the tape recording to anyone as she feared that they would be killed for
it. This phenomenon will be pursued in the seeion that follows,

615, The Afvikancr as “persceniod™
“I we have Deen wlfectod with jop arsarmow by any one who lelonps tawdissor
nation dhforeut fom our o we sl vor fove or hae im: merely, but the

whohe ot thevies or tatdou w which hehdong®
{Bondict Spiuoaa, 1677, The i)
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coloniatism, and moving towards a greater aceeptance of Africanisation, ‘This was, of
eourse, divected at British imperialism and the pro-British whites.

_ "This theme of strugele, resentnient and injustice was so much so that one might
concluce that it has been procisely the sunse of enslaught over a long period in time that
has given rise to the identification with being an Afrikaner, The fact that the working class
pavticipants in the study all expressed feelings of present injustiov and hardship is perhinps
also of significance, The present efforts to right the wrongs of the past could have the effect
of deepening the divisions in society, as the salience of racial difference continues to be an
iysue. Even though the thrust of discourses about race today are to combat racism - coupled
with the hardships experienced by these working cluss people, maty of whom lave alrcady
bought into apartheid ideology about black inferivrity and dishenesty, the result could be
even more negative racial feelings about blacks. At the same time, it is important to note
that blacks' pereeption of prejudice (from whies) is precisely what is claimed be
responsible for their negative perceptions of whites, A viscious eyele thus exists, where the
artificial racial divisions in socioly are purpetuated as individuals pervelve their own group
1o be under threat from others, One can only hope that cantinuing structural
transformation of the South Africin socio-cconomic landscape will have corresponding
positive effects as far as individuals’ sttitades vo membors of perceived out-groups are
concerned,

It was of great interest to note that the participants, regardless of any other factars,
dicd not express any hostility about the face that members of other racial groups were
moving into theie area, This was ouly pereeived as being a problens where there were
dofinite signs of deterioration in the area. For example, if the neighbours blended-in and
lived like everyone else, the participants aceepted it, Hlowever, those who had expericnewd
what they pereeived to be a dufinite decline in standards {rising crime, litrer in the streets,
overcrowding, ere)) tended 1o be very hostile wwards the black neighbours (in example ean
be found in sample transeript C in appendix G), Although this may sound like a trivial
point, one ought to bear in mind that it could have heen the case tha these fndi iduals fole
 tha living in a mixed aeighbourhood was moradly wrong, or sinful, or, at least, wrong on
prineiple, Insead, they teadud to be pragmiatie about the isae, The exceptions heing on the
ivsues of soeialising with members of ather races, or of mixed mareiages « although it will

116 dowubt be shown elsewhere these seservations too, tond o dissolve in the Hee of a
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have an Afvilaans sehool in Johannesburg”, She doscribes how her emotions are stireed-up
at the playing of Die Stem, a5 it evokes memories of how her people struggled to establish
themselves in the wotld,

This was a common theme amang the participants, most of whom felt that
Afrikaners were a downtrodden, oppressed people who had many enemies. They expressed
a strong attitude of resentment at the injustices of the past, as well as their teeatment at
present. The middle class participants tanded to empliasise past injustices (Brivish
oecupation, the Anglo-Boer war, concentration camps, the stuggle to have their linguage
recognised, cte) All of the participants expressed a sense of hardship and suffering that had
been endured by their people over the years. What follows is 4 table tha lists some of the
main grievances listed by the participants:

e T S oy PR EETIUL Y

“FABLL OF GRINVANCEN, PART INIUSTICHS, THREATS T 116 VOLE
Brivish gecupation (Barly Cape Golony)

Emancipation of the slaves

Murder of Piet Retief's party by Dm;,a.m

Wars with the black wibes
Anglo-Boet war
_Concentration eamps

Loss of farms
Url:o.\n pnwrty, alums

______ J—— R — - pp—

| Stmggle to pm. Suuth Afrxca first

TR I T T AT e S ey I I T AT e O TR T

Black resistance to apartheid (.e. for them this repr esented a threat to their hardewon
selixdetermination and independence from colonialism),

R Ak e AT G SrUE g DT A SRR 4 b R ST, 22 RIS zien

Particularly strilting o the researcher, was the fact that many of the terms vsed by
the partivipants to deseribe these historical grievances were ideatical to those used in the
“Black” liberation steugple, Some of the anticles read surroundiog these {smues were akio
particulardy ironic in taday's eontext, given that they were written by supporters of she
aparelwid policies a* the tinw, For example, one of the artivles read was about opposing




54

personal level, despite their attribution of this unity (common blackness) as arising from
some essence that lies deep within them, binding them together organically as a race.

Havwever, the situations described abon.  .catrn those who perceive themselves |
as suffering or oppressed « where powerful ricial feelings could be evoked so that they
become more easily discernible, It should be emphasised that these more extrome effects of
perceptions of hardships, coupled with racial stéributions could idmost certainly be found
amongst even the most content individuals, but in a less overt and conscious form, They
could also be related to positive racil identification, An example of this would be where
individuals belong to a group that enjoys high socio-cconomie stavus, and ateribute thisto a
trait in their perceived racial or cultural gronp, It can thus be seen that racial identification
is a complex phenomenon, as both these factors come into play for the participants, They
both express fealings of inferiorivy (with respect 1o other “white nations"), and superiority
(over the “lesser non-white nations”). These cantradictory themes will be explored Further
in this report,

G4 Afrikuner Idemtity as threatened

Most importantly, all of those interviewed reported that they did not feel as
though they belonged to a cohesive, homegenous entity that steod together or provided «
solid foundation o Afiikanerdom, Rather, they pointed to the sharp divisions and sub-
categaries of Aft  wers who, perhaps, had fow similavities aside of {at least) a common
Ianguage and skin coiour, Interestingly, perceptions of attacks on Arikaners was reported
to be a reason for identifying oneself as an Afrikaner, That is, w! .« there was livtle
intrinsic value in mobilising a commuhity spirit amongst individuals from such diverse
backgrounds, this became necessary as the group perceived themselves to be under attack
from a nomber of sources. 1t could thus be argued that these accounts setve to provide a
justification for Afrikaner matiomalism and its negative consequences in the later part of
this contury, One of the participants described her feclings on this matter as follows
“F1: Maan, soasck s&, daae i tiepiose Aftibaner - ok gee nie om aur o8 die kocrussee, s 58 alles nie, Enck
«"ink s siellounntisg Tade i i diewose.
R Hoejy reogrer...
BtaJa Rt cen wat ' Afrilisanse i dr en wiat...on war groct goword het in ons wd wat onsvegyig
geveg her o aioe 'n Afidkanse Heaskol hier i Johanueburg e b8, Ty weet, ons sil sy nog sepop

SXL i, 01 1 e st s Frulle Thie Steny specl, Wanie it was...cdis eie ‘4 itwdoleddnasle nie, Jit was'n
tuaske Pzt besighobd, Wat in Lavrdsole bogin hot, e deurgogaan b, iy sveet, veud <22, ),

Particularly clear is the participant’s interpellation of “every pe.son who has an
Afrikaans same” and those who “grew up in 4 tiste where they really had o fight, just to
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Before concluding this section, it {s important to note that peshaps the key aspect
of identity « ihe personal dimension, When one thinks of races and cultures, the first thing
that springs to mind is the fact that these are social constructs, It is often forgotten that
what keeps these entities fimctioning ave the individuals who identify with them, so
perpetuating them, Bearing in mind the comments that were made in the *definition of
torms section”, that race has no respectable sciomific status, one might argue that races and
cultures depend in large part on the imaginations of individuals for their very existence,
Careful attention thus needs to be paid to this personal {symbolic) dimension in order to
gain a better understanding of how racism is perpetvated, This personal dimension of what
is normally categorised a3 “mational” or “racial” {in the sense of being non<individual) is
apparent in the fivst transeript sample in tis section (in the fiest senrence), where the
participant (F5) staves that she “grow up with no concept of whiat she was® in terms of the
different nations, In the second transeript sample in this section, the participant (I71:) states
passionately that she knows how bad her people had it, how they were done it, and how
they were made inferior. Another example can found in interview G, whers the participant
states that she strongly preferred the *old South Afriea?, because she folt thags

Al m;.ts.mypcoplc. it wsey gavernment, it wis my countey..antil it begin to mix Nowion't lavea
goverment, I dou't lave o white eountey, Thave nathing for suysell, Beequse the bloody thing, he
walls along the mad and says: *Lllo my datigl” (Appetdic ©, lines 129031 Tewnslated from the
origind Afekung,

All of these examples shaw that for these participants, belonging to a racial group
is not just about an abstract national eategory, but is something that touches them
emotionally in wvery individual and persunial way. One could relare this to atebution
theory, whereby individuals autempt to make sense of ardships and alienavion that they
have experienced personally, Their suffering can be represented psychically through the
metaphor uf "oy peaple”, providing sume comifort that one is not so alone after all. The
uational or volk nazrative serves as an emotive vehicle for the common expression of pain
and hardships, The “zolk under threat and siroggling® ean thus be seen as an articulation of
parsonal threat and strugpling, This suggests that the reason why the Malanites {in the
earlier part of this century} were able to mobilise Afrikaners wlong racial lines so effectively
was because they {as individuals) were experiencing bardships, poverty and butray o by the
system. Similarly, blacks around the world are able to mohilise along ractal lines in

response to feelings of oppreson, injustive and lardships that are experienced a this
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government’s propaganda strategy for mobilising support for apartheid policies and
practices.* One of the middle class couples described the situation s follows:

L Dink julledaar is ‘0 ding soos *n tiepicse Afrikaner? OF, ek dink die woord is‘n gy Afidlcaner?

F1:Ja, ek dinle char's defietiof 'n ondertiggende, imotifrering vie 'n Afrdkaner om ‘n Afrikaner te wees, en
ek dink «ifs gebore uis die geskiedenis, As gevaly van die gy wat dic Afrikaner aleyd gebad het, ent sy
pogings om s ele Ikentiteid op te bou, on sy taul te bou. En vandiaar athet dit net uitgesoons ity wlle
- iptings - soos Aftfkaner besigheldsmense gewond het, sooshulle akadernied gesvord het, sooshulle.. s
l‘l‘;l'.ﬁl;llil'd ‘i tiepiose Afrikayser e, e ' onderdiggeude wiber wat Afrikaters bymekaar hou -
sielkurudig,

T; Ja, sodlis seker moeilik omprosies to 58 wat is die elenskappe van so 'n persocn?

FleJa wel, ek dink, die cerste ienskap is die saumhorigheklpevod, dae hulle s saam leef, soort van laertrek,
Ek dink hulle sab it haie moellk it die Afrikaner witkey, dud kertrk ding, Hulle wif eksploreer; hulle
seifuighan wider mastes, ancer mesise leer ke, hulfe lees wyd. halle ondervindings is wyd, Maar hulle
wif e sumborigheidpevael b En elmand wat dit nie het nie isTaie maklik gemetk as 'n veaer,

I:Ja,

1413 Dis “n sielkundipe ding, 'n volkssiokandige ding, dat as die mense nie fulle oie mouze boskeats din
niessand anders gan, Bk meen ot vandag, kyk hoe word onsvadag vog algetrap...

¥2: Maax, focn onsdit, beshenn ons sl

Pl fie] 2ened Bl oen, ws by son eits &8 teent dlie Afrikiners g ok homtwitsit) Disnle dar wat hy & istie
st nie, Dit s net 'n instinkeiowe ding, awar luister, el weet hoe swaar het my-volk gekrv, {1321 Tk
weet hoe's ons ingadoen, ek weet um, hoeminderseardig ousgerd is Daal tiope ding, dis Daje <32

I Jo, lis seker soosmeskion met dis Britse, hulle is*a groot vollk en hulle kan met mehaar stey, endls
nonmal viehulle, want bulle het nie sulke vyande, soosjy gest het van die Afrilaners

F1: Nog, erehulle Lt te veel sckoriteld dewr, die ceiue gehiad, Bk meen hulle's 'n syl pehad ove die hele
woeeld, Ons het nle, O het probeeron ‘s plek hier ult te kap hierso oj die Suid pune v Aftika,
Weet, dis soos‘n hind wat in ‘i gebotge hais gront word » die Enpelse, of die Aftikaners om<» jy
weet is nooit vellig fiie, Daarsor was dr sulke goed soosonspest die swart gevasr, die Rooinse geviar,
Jy ween, ol daaj diinge * (B),

The above was fairly representative of the way that the middle class participants
would discuss their perception of the Afrilkaner as under threat, All of them mude frequen
refercnces to historical injustices and the bardships expericaced by their people, One of the
things t*at is evident in the sample above is the notion that Afrikaners had to actively build
their own identity and hanguage in the face of their enemies, This can be contrasted with
the English language and ealture, for example, which is seen as having evelved naturally, or
organically aver many centurics, The participants, on the other hand, folt srrongly that
their linguage and identity had 1o be developed througl: hicir own conseions effort and
struggle for recognition, This is often linked with the belief that “the blacks should now
also build themselves up, as we did®, The fact that the porticipant is middle class is
significant s it Jonls eredence to O'Meara’s view that the Afrikaner middle class wag

respivrihle for the racial mohilisation of working class Afrikaners in the 1920's and 1930's,

M Far example, I, Beatla's frequent refervaces e the “total msdaoght™ apgainst the people st South Africd in general,
eatherthan aparthid in punivalar, .
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contact. She commences by stating that she grew up with no concept of what she was, in
terms of different volkere, She relates how she had grown up thinking that coloureds were
also white people - and was completely amazed to discover that they wore in fact a separate
uation, She also describes “blacks as the people of the land, who were the workers who we
employed, who didu’t have education, background or training®, What is most interesting
about all of this is the fact that she is anxious to emphasise that there was absolutely no
discrimination agninst members of other racial growps, chiming that they didn’t even have
a eategory for “colourad®, Yet, in spite of this innocence, the fact that they all knew their
place stands out very clearly, demonstrating that ideology is nat unly about ides, thoughts
and theories, This can be related back to the fact that we are born iuto an existing order
that already has meaning coded into it Thus, although the respondent hadn’t learnt the
racial vocalwlary thav we possess toduy, she nevertheless 'new the rules « who notto
interact with, who to employ, e, Elsewhere she expands on this by stating that there was
no social interaction between members of the diffcrent racial groups in the neighbourhood
(“they liad their houses, and we had ours” (A)), This phenomenon can be used to illustrate
the manner in which ideology glues us into our places. It demonstrares the manner in
which we adopt certain subject positions on being interpellated, thereby confirming the
existing order, It also demonstraves thar ideclogy, in the sense of a discursive formation, is
not sowncthing thae is immarerial, or in eur heads, but rather built Inro the cading that
grounds the entire social order, This is also why it was argued earlier that discourse is not
to be equated with rallk, as one has to consider the entire discursive domain, tather than
particular manifestations of it, Regardless of whether or not one knows about certain
relations consciously, one is nevertheless constrained to act in ways that are consistent with
what is pereeivee to be natural, rational, logical, or practical (especially in the sense of
bein ronomieally productive, as will be shown later in this report).
6.3, Afrikaner Identity as Constructed ont of Necessity

The frequently expressed idea that Afrikaners were under threat from all sidos was
offered a5 being the reason why it was important for Afrikaners to stand together to
protect themselves from these onslauglus, Tt ds interesting to note the degroe to which this
theme has perhaps beers exploited in recent times, and integrated into the former
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language or race, They might have moved away from the old ways of thinking (ref,
interview F), but continue to be treated as though they have not. This thea {eeds into their
existing feelings of persecution and sense of injustice against “their people”, with the
ultimate effect of perperuating the stereotype.
612, Afvikaner Identity as Constructed

O'Meara argues that the National Party delibarately played on white (Afrikaner)
insecurities in the context of rapid urbanisation, impoverishment, and intense job-
competition in the 1930s and *40%. In his view, this was in order to conscientise and
fragment the working elass along racial lines with the ultimate effect of promoting middle
class interests, One of the participants in this study recalled her early views on social and
gacial matters:

“T.Moar ek biet byvoarbedd, hier in die stad, els het nie groot geword met enige konsep van wat ek i, jy
sweet, onsas verskillende volkere nf, Bl hee net gesvoet ¢le s Afrikaans, en ek mot trots wees duarog, en
claars min veesil russen ny, e die Jode ootk die strvat, en die Fugelse ovrkant die senat,

M Ja, but you did live very closely..,

F: Very clasely, like living in a microcosns of.. et ons hetAuegernennd goen diskrits:imiste teensoor swartes
gohad nie! Swart mense was swart mense, en hulle was die metise van die Jand, en daae was nie ‘1 ding
nie, maae hulle wits die erkers, s was die mese wat die werk vershaf et wn dand mense, wang
hulle'y nie gelesrtheid gehad nie, hulle't nieagrergrond, en opvoeding gehad nie « hec ons gedink, Dis
hoe ok groot geword het, Bl het hoegenaamd yvoorbeeld nle gesvoet wut is derrfing nie. Die corste
keur wat ek i my hele, ginse Jewe te dootie geliad hat met *n kleurding is nadar ons getroud was...ek
hat vir homy gewra: *Watse nasie is i mense, et dasd mens®® Bn by [her busband) was mas van die
Kuap, e het beter gewect van Rlearling mense « ek hee nle poweet van Klearliog mense nie, Bk het
gedink disblad, bas wit mensef 267 Bk het nie goweet vats Kleurling nie, .k was totaad verstam! En toe
Isek ol 25/26 joar oud), e nog nie goweet it is*n klouding nie, My ma het net geses “Ag, dis ‘n baster®,
vas ot via wak Js'n boster din 8 sy clis“n witman en ' swart nwn war, em, ' vt vrow , of wnders
om, wat kinders gehie het, 273 En dis die gevelg daaevan, Ble meess, selfsmy makon nie vie niy b v
‘1t eerbare groeps sons die Malielis nie - nie eors geweet nie! Ons{she lived in che Tronsvaal, her husband
in the Gape] het In verskillende provinsles gelewe, e dfic kon netsawel under knnde gewees het, Ett clie
Kleurlingeas*n nasie, us n volk, het ek eers gaan ontdek Ak na {M:] et el getron et toe ek in die Kaap
gaan wark her. Toe't ele vie di eerste keur gesion v dit is*n totale vollk op sy ele, dis*n ratal kultuur
oSy citf:{)nuwmet geweldige rakpuite niet ons, want hulle praat e selfde ws s, 5o olis bagles
net..* {A),

This can be argued to fit well with O Meara’s claim that racial consciousness was
promylgated and refined 43 an ideclogical systam during this period, The participant stares
that the different racial groups, who all lived in the same neighbourhood, were not clearly
defined in those days, Yet, at the same time, it s also evident thar dospite the absence of a
clearly domarcared elassification system {that was to come later), there are indications that
the participast and her family certainly knew that the other races were different to theis
own, This individual, who was born in approximately 1940, deseribes above how her racial

identity becawe maore cloarly defined in relation to other races with which she came into
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In verms of subject positioning, Afrikaans speaking children would be socilised in
an environment where significant others (the family) and other institutions (such as the
media, churches, schools and political parties) wonld transmit these ideas of what an
Afeikaner is to them, These will intersect with, and be contradicted by the plethora of
other possible identities available to them « a phenomenon that can be evidenced in the
interviews conducted in this research project, Aside from the significant class variable,
discussed above, one is also able to see that the younger participants held different views
from those of the older participants, Another of the more obvious class-related differences
was the fact thay thie middie class respondents were far better able to express detailed and
elaborate justifications for thelr views. Their accounts were based on books read, places
visited, and even friends in high places, The working class respondents, on the other hand,
were often very hard-pressed to explain or justify their views. Their responses relied more
on what one might describe as being a acit or intuitive knowledge » one that could not be
articalated cIear{y (at least, to a middle ¢lass interviewet),

All of the participants In the study felt very strongly that they were South African
Afrikaners, There was little spontaneous idemification with European ozigins, particularly
amaongst the working class participants, Yet, when pursued, there v as a closer
identification with being like the Dutch, or Germans sather than being at all similar to
black South Africans « in spite of having shared 1 common listory over the past three
hundred years, A clear example of this can be found in inc view D (appendix D, lines 13-
30). On the other hand, one might argue that their ideatity as Afrikaners was chatacterised
by 4 Jarge degree of ambivalence, Witen asked questions sueh as; “Who are your people?”,
ot: "Do you fee] that you belong to any particular group of peopled”, they would
sometimes mention, for example, thelr local chureh affiliation, their funily, or that they
were South African, Once provided with the right cues however, they would say that they
were Afrikaners, Perhaps this identivy has indeed become more diffused, to the point that
it {8 less coherent and uneritically assumed than previously. A lot of discussion in the redia
characterises Afrikaners in a negative light, resulting in e situation where some of the
younger Afrikaany spealsers prefer 1o adopt uther identities that vesult in loss cognitive
dissonance (Smith & Mackie, 1995, 318:321). Yot the interpellation still has a demonstrahle
effoct, a4 witnossed in the interviews, Thus, for example, when Afrikaners are cxlticised in
the media many Afrikaners feel that they are being unfairly criricised on the basis of their
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significant, The frequent reference to buster in the talk of some of the participants is
perhaps a way of articulating their assoekntion of other races with the dreaded Othen, It iy
onto this Other that e subjects (Foueanlt™s doeile budies, or Adorne and Horkheimer's
modern subject who has attained mastery and domination ovee all the objects of the werld
andd noture) project their own repressed “mature” - theie “2ifdness”. Onee again, one ean
appreciate then, the full import of the notion that we are born into a symbolic order that
already cantaing meaning, In the above example, the Language (one of the systems of
symbolic representation, along with culture) spoken by a group of people who sentled in
Southern Afries is shown to be structured i such A way that it sl reflects the experience
of a Calvinist mentality, one that incladed belicf i predestination, and that they were
Goud's clhiosen people, This can be associated with the sovial bivearely, where the chosen
white Afrikaners are the *pure”, the “masters®, the berveavolk The chiosen Afrikaner
race will also have eertain behavioural and character traits bredvin, just fying their status as
masters, while the basters would perhaps be comtaminated in such a way as 1o have Jost the
- vasenual traits that would justify equal statuy with the white mastess. In the Great Cliain of
Bring, one finds that beneath the berrenonlk are the lesser xaces, the animals and the plams
that the Voortrekders encountered in their history, "These meanings {or codes) exist in the
steucture of the language itsell, which then beeomes a means of perpetuating this
herrenonth mentality, even after those who use the language have st pped believing
consciously that they are a superior rave, These meaningy exist perhaps as refics, or
archacologieal traces of a bygone age within the linguage,

Another interesting example of the hidden influence of Calvinism ean be found in
the froqueny reference to the “One God™ by the participants, God is seldom montivned by
any of the partivipants without being referred to as the *One God®, One particularly
striking example exn be found in appendix 1) {interview DD, line 32), where the participant
actually stumbles verbally and repeats the word *one” four times™ One of the possibilivies
of this phenonwaon is that if one eonsiders that *Ged” is 2 projection of the solf, or of e

Super Ego, then 3 ease coudd be made that this “oneness” iv a prajection of one's owa

W lnteresingly, LT 3T Dwr delivred o pesn b a praduation weremotiy bire at the Uhaieersity of the Witwsterseand, in
wehiivh b warned againt the comsolidation of sach aiveseresfd mentativy in Seouths Adtics at the e, Tl TIAT detines
it v “Volk van Dcte, eensers, Base, Tinvan abw e posigted sisk she seidespredd gractive ol fovisting that blacks
el o swliiten an Thaan® {6 el i Do, 1960},

F 9 G, ol plo as ceny veny ven ves God b " ntersiew Ty, appetsdix 1, line 83,
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this with the fact vsat the Afrikaans nes has connotations with character, Gne could also
perhiaps argue that what is meane, is thar “Die klentlinge het nie ras in hulle nie, en
daarveor is lwlle nie opregte Afrikaners nie,"” According o this view, their bad behavious
disqualities them from membership ol the Volfe, Furthermere, the bad behaviout ds én the

Ireed and noe simply the result of poor socialisation.

e then explains his view that inter-marriage should not take place on the grawds
that “a nation, 4 white nation must stay white, a black one should stay black” and that the
eansequence of racial *mixing® will be “buster® children, The TIAT dulinition of haster is:

“Pastert, 0. Ivrow, L Oneyte i, 2. Person van gemosde Dlosd, b Mit n
Blashe veader st 1 NivBlake woaden balloaagic, 3, ok) Dier ontsta it die
surmtenpiig van verdilleide mor verwante sxote e il Ewws edasten.
Tievwr teliuge kuis bissters vounlaieg D cmte sdonotter b act die inbornding
phurten Gehwtowdeplante, diovs. T bows B bayse, Tasmlik, nogal; min of sec$o
e hyter pantstjiv s, 12 oty ceintor-endagy w1 Boter ol ' Rotor i
g Hasters u9s, o skap.

Taster%, 1O wefanterkind, 2, Van gemvigde Dlood: % dwarne, 3, (k) &)
Gereeduit in vermenging van venskllende mair vorwange soonte, b Aasdabding
vy 3" selfstundie souvre wat st e Sekents toon ames die i te 2ds Tid genoen:
Bustokoesdne. h planth ) Gekoceek dour kevisiog: Resommigic, habiehus, b, Vau
ntisderadandipe gelihter Baverhuqee. & Watmin ormer solykeRuserkooue d,
Wil toenoer ks At iy

?‘;Rtil‘u'-‘, ‘é;) Kol van genenpde blowdk Refubogh Basax® AT, Ocendad et il
8, [,

It is immediately apparent b the seord baster is not the same as the English
Dastard." Baster is assoctuted with both hnmans, anialy and plants in the saime way that
Ras is, Aside from the fact that beth languages use fastard or Buster in 2 negative, |
derogatory way (with reforenve to people), the TTAT states that in hotany, it refers w
something that is of “minderiasrdige gehale, Again, this is not directly translatable as
inferior quality, but rather 2g “something with « quality that is of luss wafne®, This
eonnotation hay atreads boan disenssed elsewhere in this report, but the fourth botanieal
usage of the word {4 Wildes teenoor make: Basterappellicfiv) is also noteworthy, If one
econsidirs this iy the light of Aderne and Horkheimer's notion of prejudice as an expression
of reprossed nature, one can see that the connotation with “wild, the opposite of tame” is

T Euallvwing the wonsd AT delinivion of the wond s, oy “Rardboen, kaakier efeniskagje, piv, venprenklikleid
Fimmnd e vas, Fay ssovas onadre sean.™ Odvdal ep o, P05, 839,

Weltastard .o CanAadovr efims A persen Do el pareseosut maried to eaJoathier, D oo shane & o wgsonant o
dvngsivalshe persian, B pevaan ol aypecitied Rind (o fasiardisotion hastad; Icky baaapid). 3 v skang 2 dittiosh vr
awhoweatad thitg, widertaking, viv.. 2 0o sk 2 wnawtborsed, vounterdeie, B bvivd, astanaliss . 4 dedare (o
persar} ilegpivinsare, T eearruge, debave,™ (e Comise Cxlrenl Dictionass, Thonggen, 1996 poide109,
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of the other working class familiee whe participated, and this may well be an important

factor in their feeling comiortable charting these new territories,

Theie positive interaction acrass the perceived colour barrier is however, not
without contradiction. They make it clear that they regard colourads as being different 1o
- aned bevter than blacks, They reported very negative views of blacks, even though this
needed to be implied from what they saiid in the interview, For example, without actually
stating that they thovghe that blacks were dirty or vuridy, their repeated statements to the
effect that coloureds were *neat™ and hygienic implied that blacks were not (see appendix
D). Nevertheless, it is perhaps more significant that the family has adapted to the situation
they were confronted with in a positive muumer, and made the most of it, TIad the sew
neighbours been black, it is possible that they would Live displayed the same resilivnee and
pragmatism in deaking with thay sivwation, While verbally articularing racist ideolagy (a
least, in the interview), they have severtheloss been open to experiences tha were
previously taboovd, One is reminded here of Foncrult's view thar what s needed isnot 4
seivnce that will enable one to dnow something botter, but aa are that can subvert or, at
least, transeend the domimant discursive forinations,

6.3 Percoptions of Inter-Racial Marriage

Some of the more revealing comments about race were made in the contest of
discussion about the issue of sacial intermageiage, such ay in the following sample:

*f N wat v, nou'sdasr hivrdie bele kwesle van Rlewiting Afrikaners.in die Kaap 52 nou.Jufle s tulle
Isook Afrikaners..voel jy non bulte is op die seltde vl as jousel, of ishulle sssr ook Alrikaners, nar
e in die vlle sin vau ddie woord nie?

M Ashy homban pedm soos*nblake Afiilaner...da sal ek st ek sab saam met hom lewe. Matr onder
rron, glackatie, 1k glo"n osie, ‘n blanke e noet ' blutke nasie bly, nSwarte mnceswarc bly,

1: New, boeledoe] o nage? I watter sl ' sisie?

M:Kyk, 1 Wit nan Ban et ' Eogelse vrowrron, of mee ' Duirse veow, o 'n Holladse vioo, of ' Brase
viow «sy's blink, die kindors < blank weess hulle gaw e baders wees nie. So mes dieSwart misies, ag
hy onder melsaar tren, Jis m ander svat nasies Iulle Ik Duitendion omtrent ahaval die seltde, daars uie
1 vershil i, swart met swartes, 23 '

I: Sooa Rhosis, Zocloos, kare trou, want bualle is die selfde monse, sooys e Duitsers en Engelse.,

l\i:,]l:. asl!uilmmk‘r ekt vrow. B moens, cis i wit tasie, » witRindees« jy gant nie.baseekies diit

1y e, :

1: Wk van. sommige mesise s dis bale moclik ot e siea.au witter is 0 measaas oo, Steou suam
tuve ity ob ek e odat ' menss Rt alted o8 s el swaet, Mg, of Blank i, en o aan?

i\‘} Wl jv hey Bgte kleurling, on v key wat casker i, et jy key st swaat ..,

1 ik

M: Mty s v i swart axasde vt e jy Bl uadbe s, hwallo el maar die seltile, Danty so nevs i e 'n biotdie
Phat s i ande s §£3), '

Whit is evident in this rranveript is that the participant states that “eeloured”
Adrikaners are acevptable if they “bebave the same as a white Afrikaner™, Oue could link
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don’t need to intervene drastically in modern sovieties, as subjects now “take care of
themselves”. Adorno and Horkhelrier demonstrate the role of poputar cultuse - telovision,
radio, films, popular musie (azz and rock and roll for example) - in lulling the general
population into a stupar of inavtivity, Any tensions that may result from the stireings of
somé kind of sensory awakening, or protes., s quickly doused-out by an exciting film, a
drug induced adventure over the weekend, « couple of hours spent on the Internet having
eybersex, Anything to whe ones' mind off work, so dhist ane can be frosh again for the next
day's productive activities, Wil all the exhilarating activities that the modern
technological world has to offer might foef like they are “liberating®, “broaking with
wadition” or “a unique expression of personal identity iu the faceless modern world®, do
they not lave the effeet of ensuriug forther domination of self over self? Instead of the
“New South Africa” being about a ereative experieneing of selfhood that is not framed in
the terminology of 2 racist past, 2 new will 1o knowledge about race am! racial differences
is being propagated, The state no longer has to impose racial systems of exclusion vn the
general population, as individuals now carey their own internal dompases, Tnereasingly,
those who regard themselves a3 buing blacks are conscientised fnter afis o the effect thay
they have to own this “blackness® and understand fully what it means to be black, They are
taugh that, no matter what their individual circamstanees, the share in 2 universal
“blackness”, At the same time, dissenting wlites are also objectified and stereotyped as
Swhite racists®, Implying that they share traits of racism and prejudice that are essential to
theit hing,

Fullnwing Foweault, Adorne and Hovkheimer on the othier hand, one imight lay
more empliasis on the mements of taptues from these totalising systems of dominaien,
Some of the participants, discussed elsewhere, indeod provide evidence of these moments,
Examples inelude the younger members of the family in transeript sunple D (ppendix D).
Whilst clearly being embarrassed abuue their new nonswhive friends and neighbouss, they
have begun to embark ona ruge of new expericoces and contacts that were unitmaginable
ouly a fow years ago. This alse demonsirates one of the advantage: of using gualitative
methodalogy, as these pastivipants might not otherwise have disclosed information ahout
tavir new fricindships with their ftew) nonswhite neiglibours, For them proviously, anyone
woialising with nonswhites would suickly be labelled a bgffor-boctic, Tt has also been

mentioned previously that duis family way also characterised by betver praspects than many
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Related to this, was the way in which they reported their feelings abous the
Nationa! Parsy victory in the general clection in 1948, The kinds of terrs that they used to
deseribe the situation ncluded:

"W coufid't believe it, that at bt wedswe beeotse oue own tastersd (A, 1),

*Ons et gy pebiat Duliticle g (A M),

“Pytelg Jate gelecke Diee bualle aie mooi geweet of hnlle kom ofgaan « sithulle, die cerste miniseer, DEMalan «
Alidaus! Andsnddmly sheyswing therod” (A, M),

*,. Bt this sorr of strupgle, and this deuatie dovedopment of the volk, wit skielik pes et, "Jal Qusésn

wolk! Wragtigh” Almoss it w drattiatie sense, he. skl o die g Niead die mag e, baersgg > etk
no, thir's nonsesss, bueados of power!" @ M),

What is interesting about these comments is that they are all about “powe®,
*winging the rod”, and *breoming masters™, One eould urgue that this reflects the
situation as it was then quite sceurately, I one compares the context in which the National
Party came 1o power in 1948 with the situation roday in which the ANT eame to power,
there are some striking differences. For example, at least up unvil the dofeat of the Fascists
and Mazis in Burape at the cnd of the war, the (political) discursive formation : 1t the time
were very differont to what we are accustomed o, Even the main non-Fascist partivs in
Europe and the United States were far tnore paternalistic than those in power at present,
Today, instead of baving 1 ruling party talk in the terms deseribed above, refarence is made
10 “hailding our democracy”, “developing a lvman rights culture®, “levelling the playing
field” and so on.-One could conclude that the present ciseursive climate is one that is far
more inclusive, less awthoritarian, and more egalitarian ertainly in respect of other racial
groupsh This is not only true of South Afefea, hut the world-over,

However, one might also take this as evidence of Foucault’s view of the
Functioning of disciplinary power in modern societies, As disciplinary vechnology becomes
more refined and sophisticated « inserting itself (1t the mierolevel) into matters that were
not previously under the contral of any form of + ower « so the state can afford to sit back
and present itself as both necessary and legivimate, The government doesn't need to “swing
the rod” in an enlightened demoeratic oxder, as individuals sogalate, monitor and eorrect
themselves whenever there are signs of their thouglits (including unconscious ones) or
behaviour not falling within the range of the narmal, Normal, of course, being what is
most rational and econontcally productive, As Adorno and orkheimer pot it so
eloquently, the modern subject does’t need a master « we are vur awn masters, In the
proeess of ataining domination over the whole earth and all of nature, the modeen subject

hag also funkaowinply) wrained domination over his or her own nature, Governntenty
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Related to this, one ought to consider the statetent by Kobena Mereer that:

“Idontisy onfy becomes an issue shen it is erisis, when soniliing asumied to be
tixed, coheret and stable is digMlacedd by the experivnee of doubtand uneertainey”
{(Morcer, 1999, a9,

This was certairly the case for the above participarts. It would be true to say that
they are "living on the boundary” in & very real sense, Their existenee is precariously
sitnated at the {lower) fringes of white society, and Jharacterised by daily interaction with
impoverished inembers of other races, who are pereeived as being extromely threatening,
Finally, in spite of alt of the above, they are cleardy aware of the new disconrses about race
and culture, as they would frequently mike & clearly sacise, “old South Africa® kind of
statemet, but then inmedistely qualidy it by pointing ont thag whites do these things too,
This was 1o doubt related 1o the interviewers presence {as diseussed in the “probloms”
section above), They went to grear lengths to portay themselves as decen, nice folk fus
opposed to being hardine right wingers), but were able to perpetuate racism by means of
their frequently stated link between “protlems, danger and decay” and “blacks™, That is,
they were .ot racists « it’s just that blacks are so bad thar one does’t luve any choice but .
be honest and adinit that blacks are sof equal to whites after all. They are *not capable of
coming up 1o the white masn's {sfc] standards”, While this couple lins been used to provide a
graphic description of some of the mechanisms involved in this particular technique for
producing aud reproducing racist ideology, it is elear that this s nothing to do with them
buing Afrikancrs, or worlking clasy, as this same device is exaetly what is used throughout
South Afriean socitty, by alt groups.

The middle class participants tended to be far more reslistic in their assessments of
the situation. They alse expressed the notion tha what they had done to other vaces over
the past few decades was now being doue to thear, As one of them put it when discussing
the “awakening® of the Afrikaners in the 1930°s and 1940

*I: Tie pad oopubsolit dieselbde pad s wat die e Suid Afriba loop, waar 'n volk Lk onderduk
wits...of 't nasie kank onderdruk was, Nusa tier het ons tedoen st verskillusde valke, jy weet, meeolf
otbsiese tabs ent verskifborks s negnio eorserden Jsnie-soes Boosann, en Jy woel, Maae die pune is,

cut ek nieg wil s s, T prosios die selide pedidedenis « die wirl de. Aseniie tnens enipsins rededik of
repelkin s, dan ot jyatken «dar die wiel isbosi o redad, Die sellde Strvd watt ons gestry et o
aedhe oo s vl praiin te worc isok noodwendig nou i o oot af -2yl toer opsig
vark i awa,. o villery, 2ok mvens it isderatwe s vedhy eon van die sodes saarom div Atrikaner op
i selyi” ()
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The major difference being their suggosted solution to the problem, What is also
interesting in terms of identity, was the participants® statement that the under the former
government she felt that they were hor people, her goversument, her country « notil it
began to mix. Now, she states that she Jas no government, no white country - and nothing
{or herself, One could read this as being a literal statement of her former identification
witl the white government, puople and countey, She indicates clearly that this tock place
at 3 more personal, psychological level » because now that this situation no longer prevails,
she has nothing loft for herself, The personal dimension is further emphasised wihen she
reports that blacks now even walk past her i the street and call ber their “swoetheart”, Tt is
doubtful that this happens roo olten with her, given ber general appearance, so the latter
statemeni may be more of & perception of the situation, rather than something that
happens all the time. Throughous the interview, this participant also referrod constantly o
personal hygiene matters, rauch of which was sexual in content,” Linked to Adotpo and
Horkhelmer's arguments about projection and roprossion, ene might conchde that thisis a
reflection of hier own projected fantasivs, Thiat is, having repressed her own animal nature,
she now secs elements of it reflected in an objectified image, or stereotype of blacks, ey
hatred of blacks stems not only from the perevived plipsical theeat that they pose to het

~ {which may well be the case, given thefr prevavious sitwation and relationship wich theie
black neighbours « including squatters in the area), but represnt a psychological threat,
whereby her own “dark” side threatens to overwhelm her, Aside from the marerial
obtained in the interview ftself, it was evident that this particular couple were boset by a
aumber of problems (wide from being poor), which might include aleohol abuse,

This couple produced the mast overtly racist talk out of all the partivipants, Ong
might ateribute this to the emergenee of angieties that arise from the suefacing of v .erial
that noeds to be reprossed (in order to funetion productively in the modern world), on the
one hand, and the projection uf these anzieties onto a clearly demarcated “other” that can
heconte the foeus of onis own selfloathing, Members of othwr ractal groups are, of course,
easily idvncifiable, especially when they tend 1o be of lower soclo-economic status,

W Por e ple sle relues Jow she catches blacks arinaing vutside bee oo, She dewribes o sbie knows sverything
tliat e Mk nefphliongs are ggs o bevnse they 1alk o lomlly, She stated 1hias bee avighbemurs plannied on lewing the
next hlack intradee fue dheir bouwe find ter buse baving swxaal interosun,  *teach them atoswon®™, She repeaedly
sl ained (i goean devail) abeat bow die blicks litured in the avea, dieied the wilots i e Juspitgd winre slie was
ttken up and drank ton pouch, This wan all 1 the contestand Ter statemenzs to the ebfece thae Macks were dogens,
avsrlerons and athiveat w Dier existenye,
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I So you thiuk thiat people-are fike shap o sl The difforent races?

M: Ju...

I And s this whar o lor of the people you know thitk as well?

M: Ja

1: So do you think that even if everybody went to the sure schools, and had the sune opportniries and
everything, that there would stfl be big differences betweea us?

M Ju, bt chow can build ot it (Appeculic B, lines 37.44), '

- It was already argued in the “definition of terms” section, that the Afrikians usage
of the word ras o denote different brereds of dug spills-over into the conceptualisatien of
different types of people. These participants linked race with a biological potion that
differentiated the human races, animal species (resse) and plant species into & hieracchised
structure - a great “chain of being®. |

6.2, Modern South Africas The New vs the Old South Africa

It is clear thar most of the participants presented themyelves as being very
pessimistie about the way that things were going in South Africa at prosent, This is linked
p uarily with the current crime and wnemployment siswation, The working class
participants in particular stated that life w as neh betver for them under the previous
government. The following sanple exemplifies some of their comments on thiy subjece:

*H Hy [hor son] werk by die gevingenis.ulle wou hor reeds gestoek it ‘n mes by diewerle, Daar is die
baie gevaedils. Baie geenarlik,

T: War van voor, & neu 20 jae gelede? Hae was it dant Hoe was dit onder die vorigs repering? 11at iy
govorl dat dit fow regeritng wast _

8 Dwar kont Jy gelewe het » Sowers] -ludulia! [laurgirter)

P Nou lsditner relp en verkngring, diolsu, hobos Toekors jy In diested gebly het,

M:Moord en ag, werkloosheld « iulle beplan nie ' gesin nie, < ¥ Fulle dink nie daman da die
Jand word nie groter nis, die mense word meer, sy oobevolking et werklooshield ueen ros, b, dis
logies, maar bulle dink nie darsans nie,

F; Endan het die mense nie sonder werk genit on dar was nie so hobostile, velntly, dentig juar terog e,
Nou volop, tiow's iy hirel volop <3

M: Werklooshaid..

F: Toekon jyrg In die stad gebly Ler.

M: Digwetkloosheld, veral ender die blankes neen baie roe Nou sirhwlle ' swirte in» of by dle werk kan
doen of nie, ' swaacre nioet e wees,

1: Busb my, incal ty, doar was mos ‘n wit segertug, néd Nou et julle govoed dit was jou regerig wat jou
Ioclasgstelle i agning getiad Do

B Jw, eitueile ja, dis was 2y monse. cie was ney regeeing, it was myland gowees.tot die nou begin het amte
“mix” het, Nou hot ek i 't reyering nie, ok het nie 'n wit land nie, ok bt ails virmysedfuie, Wont die
Lilervie ding hy foop hier Lungs die pad en < T Tullo my lietling™ . <2 5.

Mi New, Pk dink die problocen is ek, die wit merse moes, toehulle die lwd ingekom lor, moestwlle die
swveead micer geloer het, jy weet, Tulle moesmeer opvonding gogee het,

Br o Wlar ek link hierdie preblome vatons het hepin o imlle i Nedson Mandels it die ok verae
bt o hor i heggies skeet.. dis zeag s Aeriv mvense praat daarood

M: Ryl Yerwoord hoe die regre isve pebad. voorlille ot dood geosals et Kyk duad 8w ante, dis sy e
i, e By R Joior werk dn diee Wit e se Jand, Ban i Wi man Jan i doad L gans werke as by wil,
Maar, die Swarte het sy i hand o sy de regeringa” G

Que ean imunediately notice that their concerns are no different to these beiny

expressed generaily in the media today amongst all elasses of South Africans (of all races).
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reflected in the comments above that “in some cases you get Afrikaners who are far more
British than even Bnglish South Africans” (A), Tt also links in with what was said in
interview (B) about the existence of Afrikaners who are very *suobbish” and “haughty”.
What is also evident from the above is the participants’ ambiguous selation to the English,
That fs, while deferring to them as culturally superior, they nevertheless express hatred for
them because of past inyustices, One might go further in this regard and argue that & similar
situation exists in South African todty where blacks’ attitudes towards whites are
concerned. On the one Ind, they seject all that is percoived to be Eurocentric or
Westernised, yet at the same time aspire to all the mat vial values sssociated with them,

Suffice it to say that the extract from interview F above reflects, at the very least,
the tendeney to ascribe individuals' identities on the basis of their national character, as is
‘onte with reference to the Americans, This comes out particularly clearly Jater in the same
interview with this individual, when he states thae:

*F War link jy Is dieverskil tussens Wik inense oo Ssvire niense? _

W Wel, dis nogal moeitik om e verduidlik, niaar, e nieen, vz nou byvoortsoeld 'n herderse skaspthondd,
i, Jy kaes hom selis ' paae dhee ina pebore vt sy ma wogvag, mitr sy s dic selidle ketimerke hiet, en e
seltde opreee en alles, Dit is soos ingeprine i sy onderbuwarssyn, Miar, so diitk ek is ook so met die '
swartes, 1is in hulle sndeilwwnssyn, hulle's omtrent drie hondend joar agter ons, en hulle manier van
denke is nis op die selfde viak a5 ons witces e, Ek neen, dis vir hulle moelik om op retne in'n
modeme wereld, en dis*n [ietie moelik ens e te i &

The black “nation” is here imbued with this personality teait. It is even stressed
that if the influence of negative socialisation is removed, the trait will still be there,
Immediately striliing, {s the participants claim that “the fsct that it is difficult for blacks to
function in a modern world is difficult to accept®, as iv implives » paternnlistic attitude, 2s one
would have towards badly behaved children, The fust plirtse also tends to suggest that the
participant, in answering the question abows the difference between blacks and whites, is
answering: “Their unacceptable behaviour males te dislike them, compared 1o whites”,

What is also significant about the above extracts is thes the conflation of race and
character is also reflected in the AT definition of the Afrikaans term #es, The same
applies to the aalogy with the sheepdog » whose herding behaviour is imprinted before
birth, so that even if the puppy is soclalised withour it's family, it will still grow up to
display Lierding behaviour, The participant in interview B also used an aniunal metaphor to
doseeibe the difference berween blacks and whites as being the same relation as that
berween a “pit bull terrier* aud a “pavement special®, us follows:

*hs Tts Blce chae eiforence hietwoen a e bally and it pavement special,
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1 Wasdaar voorheen gewees?
M: Ja, scher, Iualle veas bate konserwatief, baie kerls toe gepaan, hulle, was bue terugereokke” (),

In this and other interviews, one is able to see that the participants 31l know the
scripts and schemata that relate to being Afeikaans, Yer at the same time a refusal of the
stexcotype is evident in shis sample, This participans felt that many Afrikaners have moved
away from the “old ways of thinking” and are new “becoming more like the Americans”,
His views also reflected an anti-British bias, which one could relate to the negative
information that lie received during his socialisation about the ways in which the Brirish
treated the Afrikaners, Being “African” also carried negative associations for him, as he
regerded Africans as being backeward and unsophisticated, Ou the other hand, the United
Staves represetted freedom and even (eeonomic) power, His solution was to feel un affinity
with (white) American culture, rather than his own or that of the British, Even though this
individual staves that he does not identify with the older type of Afrikaner, it remains there

as at available subject position, e has internalised the script as part of his socialisation and
enculturation, The identification with being English is an intecesting phenomenor, ag in
some of the other interviews (A and B) the participants speak of the English in terms that
suggest admiration, However, this is more relaed to the English as they were in the past.
For example, one of the participants described the influence of the British on the
development of the “Afrikaans nation” in the earlier part of this century s follows:

"Die Britte wis porwennaors, die Bricte was dle corheeesers, cie menso wik
oorgeneem hiet, en biulle waardes is absoluut, insommige gevalle is sekere Aftitaners
veel meer Beirs us wat sclfs die Engelse in Suid Afrlea Is...” (A),

‘The participant in interview ¥ {cited above) stated that he thoughr vhat the
English are more open-minded, but that they were also more "stap gat", One mighe
tentatively suggost that a social bierarchy exists in the minds of some of the participants. Ir
starts with the “mature nations”, such as the Germuans, Dutch and English, followed (or
equalled) by the powerful developed nations (the United Statcs, Australis, ete), followed by
the new stroggling, emerging nations (the Afrikaners, the Jews, the Catalans in Spain),
followed by the Coloureds and Indians, and at the botton. of the hiemfchy, the blacks, This
~ however, was not established clearly in the interviews so remains in the realm of
speculation, There wonld in any case be a lot of ambivalence about the status of the
modern English South Airicans, who tend perhups to be regarded more along the lines of
being “shap gat” (rof, interview F) » a term that implies “slack, unprepared, lazy,
disorganised, without will o spirit, sloppy and weak” (ranstated from HAT), This is aluo
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country, tegardless of how badly the sivuation deteriorated. Examples of this can be found
in inerview D (appendiz D, lines 92-107), as well as in interview C (appendix C, line 11)
6.1.6. Afrikancr identity as "lost”

Another common theme that emerged in the interviews, especially amongst the
younger participants, was the notion that Afrikaners used to have an identity, and 2
cohesiveness, but that this is no longer the case,

“1 Wt dink jy is'n tiepicse Aftilener?

M Fulle is baie solfsugtip, ent dink nee aan hulle slf, *n Self-contered pessoen, Just thinks about himsedf

L. En, dink jy, voel bale Afifkaanss mense dar dit die geval s deesdae?

M Ja, bale vou) so. Advlanersher meskien e identiteit verdoor. Wanthulle wil weghreek van hulle ou
konserwatiows agtergronds, maniere v dinlk,

1 Enidlink fy daae's s verskil rossen *mocdemne® Aftlkanersen tsadisionels ene?

M: J, daars groot verskil, Die ou Afeikaners is meeraan die kerk verbonde, en hulle manier van denke is
meer beperk, tevwyl die nuwe Aftikaners Is meer Buropieers. (265] Fulle dink verdoe,

Te Bt watter vitn die twvee groepe s in die mcerdesheice

M Nes, ok clink die nuwe Afikance is besis on toste naem Flulle, dis ou ldentitele js bsig omvedore te.,..

J Wat meen jy omtrent die mnwnieee” ens. ? _

M Die car manier van destk. 5008, ,.amy.. Sulle selsuele denle, ol bukie denke verskil van die nitwe
Afrikaners, Dic mrse Afrikaness is baje meer open minded, Flulle is, ek mieen, bade van hulle gebrik
dwelms, en dinge s besig om helremad 1e verander, asvroeer jave, rormense net ketk toe gegtan het....

1: B, dink jy die Atrikaners i5 ‘n aparte vas : _

M Wel, hulle is eindik 'n mengenoes van baje versiltende msse, Flulle het, ek dink hulle .. die oy
Afrilianers wag basios soos clie Flollanders en Duitsers gowes,

1: Bn illa noewest

M: Nuwes? Dle nuwes is besly om soas Ameeilaners te word. [3277 (),

This sample demonstrates the fluid nature of subject positioning, which changes i
time and from ene individual to the nexe. The tendency to aseribe individuals' identities on
the basis of their nations! character is wlso evident, Tn thiis context the participant is
discussing his own group (Alrikaners), and how they differ from or are similar to
Germans, Netherlanders, Americans and the British, It will be shown in subseqaent
sections how this linking of individuat chaserer and nation ean have important ideological
offects, particularly s regards the relationship between race and ehasieter, The above
conversation continued as follows:

T Sul jy 58 Afrikaners het teots in hulle ms, st hulle kulmor e soaan?

M:Wel, dit hang of, dit hang of hoe jy groot gewand liet, Daar kan dall: Aftikanees woes wat, ock patesies
l&l’ : .

T Maar op diealgemeen,.ofie messwie, - @

M W, die neeste metree biggin now Bugels word,

L Dink jy dis mense van die hotte kias wat now beygn, 58 nou, farncy te word?

M: Ja dalk, scker,

§ ¥ dieves v budle? Die pewane Afrikanse mense?

Mt A, ek weer i, Daar Is pie meer 'n identiteld soosvoorheen nie, Daars eintlik e moer kardkter
cionluappe nig,

I Van Altdkanerst

M: Min
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F2: Hulle wou, et il ssie gowen nie, Fiulle’s in hulle divges...eu tien soen een, onshuldig. En darkom
die probleeny, ok meen, even as jy ulir Afrika sord, as wit mense, dic gum jy nognike ta die sak bring
nie. :

FliNee, 23>

I Asjy watvie Afrikap

B2; Asjy Afrikaseond, As jy word vie die swart sinnse, as jy totally“fiberal” word, dit gan jowalsolendy
niks in clie sak hring nle, anyway

Fl: Wreedheid, ufle tlope: wivedhekl

I Js that like revenge, or wliat?

F2: think It's powen, 1 think it's power power power. The more you can, hee meer femand ko bang wees
vir jou, hoe meer... <2:5" (B),

Variations of this kind of tatk has become very popular in South Africa today. For
“example, many of the newspapers feature cartoons where mididle class whites sit around
their sumptuously laden dinnee tables, discussing how bad things have got in South Africa,
thelr intentions to emigrate, ete, According to theorists like Van Dijk (1987), Wetherell and
Potter (1992), it is mecessary to consider what the possible functions of such talk are,
Fowever, one must first recoguise that the valk referred to above is based on real fears and
the real-life expeiences of the participants - rather than the kinds of imaginary phienomena
that may be true of Van Dijl's 'worls in the United States and the Netherlands, and
Wetharell and Potter’s worle in New Zealand, where this kind of talk is usually based on
urbuan lepends and folk theories about blacks' nature, Nevertheless, .- does still have the
effect of reproducing racism in society, While many of the (particularly middle class)
respondents show that they are sensitive to the fact that black impoverishment and the
sonsequent high crime rate is a direct vesult of the practices of exclusion of the past, they
are nevertheless still unuble to separate out these historically specific behaviouss from what
they perceive as being a universal black teait, or essence, that will always be there, Instead
of talking about criminals and murderers, regardless of race, they speale simply of “blacks”,
© On the other hand, and just a3 iwportaatly as far as the racialisation of society goes, certain
representatives of the preseut government play the same game, working from within the
logic of race « by replying to compluints about crime by making reference to “white racists
who are unable to accept that they now have to live with the same problems as the blacks®.
This in turn, has the effect of interpellating whites to, recognise themeelves as being part of
that greup of “white rcists who used to appress the blacks and now want to cling to their
privileges”.
Related to the above, was the frequently cited fear of extinction, That is, most of
the participe - 1 from the lower clags held & very pessimistic view of the future for

themselves and the country in general, They also insisted that they would not leave the
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“normalisation” of the general population, and to thas subject them to the ecvnomically
useful activities that are required by advanced industeial economies, "This normalisation isa
mammoth task that could onfy be carvied out successfally if every individual were to
regulute themsolues, The fact that certain “nations of less value® exist around the world
(within all the valuable ones) would almost be a literal interprotation of Foucault’s
argument that certain phenomena are not economically productive. An essentinl part of this
package is to draw « link between “econamic inactivity, valuedessness” on the one hand
and *deviance, moral degeneracy” on the other, so that rlie general population can be made
to feel gailey about having no economic value, The same kind of underlying forces operate
in the statement by one of the participants in interview B, where she says that "going
‘Africa’ and trying to be ultraiberal to help the bl ks will leave you with nothing in the
pocket.” '

In the wbove example, the normalisation is taking place at the level of countries
ane civilisations, This is reflectect in the current wave of confidence in the performance of
the “Western® economies, inehiding those in the “Far Bast”, The business indeges have
never looked this good, and international organisations now have the moral justificarion
for putting pressure vm third world countries 1o get their houses in order wnd implement
austerity measures (strueural asdjustraent) thar will bring thens in line with the rest of the
world, Recently, President Daniol Aeap Mo of Kenya eondemned the Intermational
Monetary Fund (IMF) for what he teemed “political interforence” in the affairs of his
government (SABC 3 Telovision News, 4/8/1997), This followed thelr annovscement of
the suspension a vwo million dollar aid package, on the grounds thit his governnent was
too beset by corruption. It could be argued that the same underlying (normalisation)

dynomi~s are in operation that were identified in the s-.tmi:lc of interview I above, The
situation is one where the whice IMR is having problems with “blacks stealing their money
again®s The weight of truth, justice and morality are brought to bear on Moi - the Prasident
of a “backward and wikleveloped (nvunature) nation” - 3 "nation of little value® where
“helping them will get vou nothisg in the porket® « and, at worst, “a knife in the back", It
als clomonstrates the shift from eovrvive colonial anthordty to modern disciplinary power,

where yuilr at one's noral failures is suppused to Iwing aboat confoemity,

Wawever, this project remaing a eritigue of the existing power relations, and does

10t go on to suggest any alternatives, For example, in ceiticising the implementation of
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M: Nee, ek diuk dis so onds in die wereld, 1k smeors, dus groot kokondes in Ameila van swartes, In
Etygelaud, en fu Frankeylk, en el meets. die mesise fin daai vide vl prosios die selfide aor hulle.

- Alhaewd dit nic in die wer so gesd word sons ons in Divrdie Land gebiad ot nde, Trve die mense presipe
dlie selfde teenoot die swartes ool

T Hoekom? Want haffe'sagreruit of war?

M Ja, IaHle's riet, Ynlle's Diedrenaand, adle an rie op die selfde obek kom waat ons s, Ve otk hasd in die
wireld. Bke bind ot 't aninderwarardige masic Tn New Zelind s daarJie Macrs, in Aveeealia is it Jie
Sborigines, en ek neest, vat Ancrikea, thus is die Latin Americas i dio Nugers, Bnchonon, v
Dutitsland, bulle's son peoblome met e Tucke, Elio band bet, dit gebseur nioe so, et: it Snid Afrida het
dit dioselivle gebeur, Bngivte verdsil wat hior was, ons het dit wetti s

I+ 8o hlotdie minderwardige tasles n dieander Jande, on inSuid Atrika, jy vol dis meskivn e flle it
sutmtner tile T doen nle, Fulle's nie, ubte fiet dit fe 2 he'to oms beskiufd 1o woes?

M: l;(lw, ln&l%t"s s pevang b 'n edtser wak te ver agtor i3 s moeilik o vir budle op die sclide vk e

o {19

One i able to -rad a lov into these statements, Whites are presented as hoing the
biearers of a universal enlture and vivilisstion, having brought enlightmene and
development into darkest Africa. They are presented as having had to contend with blacks’
destruction, theft and greed and selfishness, These teaits match those listed in the section
that examines the issue of blacks as children, The participane refates how the white people
went out into the new world in lierois fashion and (from nothing) initiated the provesses
that resulted int their countries hecoming the richest and most powerful in the world,
These processes would include haed work, thrift, self-control and self-discipline, as opposed
1o abandoning oneself 1o sensary pleasures (animal husts), deviaee and depravity. Blacks,
ont the other hiand, are portrayed as being incapable of trying anything out or being able to
build anything up, They are stuck in time in an uneivifised culture that is unable to develop
uny further nnd will never come right. They don’t have inqul ing minds, as one of the
other participants put it (eited elsewherd), so will never advance,

The participant then goes on to sty that this is the case all over the world; and that
the only difference berwoeen apartberd South Alriea and the rest of the world is vhat the
former made laws about it. The azgument tends to suggest that beeause blacks are so bad
and unaivilised, everybody all over the woeld hates them too, It also has the effeet of
serving a8 3 justifivation for apartheid policies and racism in general, Blacks are “incapable®
of moving forward, and they are & burden to developracnt for the advaneed white peaple,

Anuther point that one could make in respect of the above, regands the statenieut
to the effeet that “Every eountry luas an inferior mation,” The Raglish ward “inferior® is
ot a direct equivalent to the Afvikaaus “minderwaaedig”, Hovever, the Afrikams word
acunally fivs in better with Foveault’s ideas on the functioning of di.  sinsey power in

madern sovieties, According o his view, the aim of Jiseiplinary power isthe
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in the interview sample above, are constrained to think and act within the present
discursive regime, In this cotent, they are indeed enlightened, and see not racists. Yet it
might be argued that a problem for all enlightened people is the yuestion of how to deal
with those who are not. This is partieularly wae if one’s definition of enlightenment is
related to plienomena that are partieular to ones own caltural group, Tn this case one will
by definition refer to others as unenlightened, backward or barbavic, Middle class whites
are fikely to have the advantage of laving certain *universal® values in common, Those
values would be those that see most Jikely to result i economic suceess, for example, the
instrumental reason that goes with eplightenment, What disguises ethoocenteism and
xenophobia in middie elags whites therefore, is vhe appeal to universal values, based on
what is eaional and thar brings success in an iodustrialised economy. Cne is umable to step
outside of the system and view othees in the light of thelr own histories and cultures « 3
this would result i the sitwadon where one has to appaal to the ®irrational”, Onee again,
perlaps the unly way out is to appeal to the aesthetie dimension, thit  not linked direétly
1o the existing order in a relation of domination,

642 Black culture and history as dofective, backward and stagrnant

Related to the above {s the perception that many of the problems faced by blacks

today are us 4 resalt of theiy culture, which was either stagnant or backward to begin with,

Once again, this rests on the assomptivn that white eolture is advanced in all ways above
the rest, having pursued the one right eourse open for development so that it is now mature
and advaneed, Aceording to this view, failure to meet the high staudaids set by whites
means that there is something defective or pathologieal built into the ether cultures. One

of the participants reflecied a diverse number of views very concisely as follows:

"M Ja, ek anioen, vat die swart mettse e Afrifia, oo hele Afrika is n heltonsad ‘0 vokog D b solur
niks i, As i niees e i Wit man was st daungehom bet e vans oorsee t, sou dit now tog die
welfide gewwees s wa it 400 SO0 Jadt semy; wias, B meen, Suid Afrika is die mees devetopdse land in die
liele Alrika. Seker ok die mikiste kmnd in Afiika, As ditaievie die wht mense was, sl ans ghad nie eers
bier posvoes e, K oo, dieswviates var net aceartages, utte, bualle, ok meen, 1 j now in " Sdrik i,
sl bulle jous baaskenet stoel, Vi budle s cit o 10 brovk s nikis e, T¥s net om vir hulle self to gain. lle
oo mlssvie mwdue om nie Vialle's baie sillangtiy,

L B e ik at it mvnsg, adit was vintlik modip oo,

M: Jawel, kvk oot watt e witre gadonn et in Aanertia Frs macen, Inlle't Amsevilia cors i die . ois seher
egrn vt i busre Jando war otk is, B bk hoo vee s Awetilia omvwilkhed, Die hele Tnd is opgebon
denar wit sewse, Dis now en van e groneste vorsiose Lade i alio wered, B anen, Futopa is die
sclfkey e Aveseradiy ets Nose Zuclaiid, T2 swwiartes s o aifys probeers e viks oplias sde.[ 60§ Tk
inseatos el woy bnalle g oall v pehab de tyad. Tl Sulvo ks b ssbo nseer seroand e, o0 butle®
Tuadbe's ses gombodned wbat Taselle nave wawssit s eepeunn viie,

B T udit see 0tal e iovwirokd, oo vt ins Aftika, of Boe baedoed jv?
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11 Wil vormeem, of..fy weet, wil siew dic“goodies” noe weer b, die grootsee sundeed in die koek, en...”

'3

One could immediately establish a litde between this and Foucault’s ideas about
the shift to disciplinary power and the imperative to send the unproductive and weak 1o
surrogat homes, Previously (under « mouze coercive regime, using roprossive technology)
the “adult” Afrikaners wok an active part in the “upliftment” of the black “chifdren”,
Now, however, the blacks are supposed to take care of themselves « they are now “growns
ups”, yet they continue vo behave in 3 way that fills the paticipants with despair, As she
puts it, they would ke to help, but most of then don't know how to go 1o wwork vn this,
One could link this further with the domestic regime (still in operation) whereby many
middle class femaies would esch have had "their ovwn® black domestic wenker (the maid, or
meidd) living-in, This arrangement often included constant surveillance of the black fomale’s
private life, For example, there were strict rules that forbade her to drink or smoke, or to
entertain guests in her room on the premises. She would frequently be strictly forbidden to
use the same erockery or cutlery as “the family*, The penctration into the domestic
worker's life was often also exvended late into the nighe, as she-was invited vo join the
Family 1o watch television, This facilitated her normalisation, ns she could be integrated
frto most of the fumilies activities in an ostensibly enlightened way, but alwaysasa
servant, '

It is difficuly for them to understand why the blacks don’t want their help, bocause
it is wbundantly clear to them that “blacks are not up to standard” and “incapable of getting
it right” - as they witnessed theic “meid’s® daily errors, transgressions and failings, ‘Uhe |
participants find it $fficult to deal with the way that “blacks are always blaming others for
their sivuation”, They foel that blacke should take responsibility for themselvey now,
asswning that there isno structurallybased inequality, and that as the Afrikaners did for
themselves, so should the blaclks build themselves up, ‘This kind of talle sends a pusitive
message to nonsproductive blacks o stop in line, and talk their places as responsible,
normal adults,

The significanee of dus for Poucault was not sierely vo make an histozieal point, It
is rather to demonstrate that the entire vpistemological framework on which meden
payehology For example) 1s based is still rooted i the repression of the "abnormal®,

unproductive or usdless, At the same time, modern subjects, such as the middle elass cougle
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insane, sick, thieves and murderers. In the new world, ot the other hand, they were simply

classed as "animals® and killed, or enslavad,

Later, in the mid-cightenth centuey, the birth of the age of humanitarianism in
Europw weas marked by Pinel and Tuke’s seforms, The insane were sent to separate
s st s whera shey could bi ohabititavedt, 1 angues thiat what was taking place was
precisely the shift to the modern form of power « where the insane were sent to somewlit
of & substitute faraily, where the aim was 1o cure them. The technique was to introduce a
regitne of sell-tneni: aring, of rewards and punishmeats - and endless procedures for
. veprossion, movalisativ.. and sormalisation, which were achieved by making the madmen
feel guilry about their moral degeneracy. Where in Burope, the unproductve were
subsequently confined under more hwnanitarian circumsta: oy, in the new world they
stopped killing the “natives” and “ernancipated” the slaves, Their lumanitasian
confinement was maintained through repressive technology as administered by the
Colonial administrations around the world (for example, 1o normalise the “savages” amd
turn out “livtle Bnglishmen®, or “lictle Afrikaners®) » a technology that South Africa was
among the last to abandon in fivour of the curreat disciplinary technology proper.

The participants’ perceptions of their role in the present context proved vo hea
fruitful avenwe of fnquiry, as the following exteact from interview B shows:

- B2 Jas e e ding i, ear b soved Avsar dink ek, verstundare hae mee die swites, Bk weet nfe hooveel
pevtio s clic vt
I: Flaat, i i swvart mense, of seenon die sware mpnse?
F?.:{;L S merise teatordie wities, Want ek wees nie ehatdil hoe Tk dit g vat o dit van talle witte
Iy nie, _
F1 T woet nie of dithart ishie.
Y
Pl . obawntron,
£ Bk kann o viv ma s, as ok sie it clie mag en werk en ek hoor et “indsites™ vyStig maal ‘n g
Tl Iwhhites! Tsohites flngheer]
B Enige cling, vk nuven, duas ingediere Baat. Dl hase ons viedles wat nie reggis nle
Fl: Mimu, Soos elle probloen seat st opdon, is it vie bulle vue Kolonubisme of, en daad tiepe ding,
Ba: O oy, wit wan bulle penoent s,

B (327 fon e sdons, b Rinflaesdid, v woets T i nviv kel evcos grovital ot nie, T i wat elusand aredh
op bindle appptwing bet” (B),

“F1: Mawr die mveste Atritouters bt gy o vie Didwdt sirpenrak wat bulle died is, ot die swarses uie,
Wattor dandond Dl ot neetys, T i ephtfing van die swarees, om balls te help om die1aad te vepeer
gifey Jy wootd Diink whevad sit raons torye en wyy

152 Maae i dingg i, ma, v alink e Aibaners & veel docn, i

112 Jay g ehaad st o vans wwanbioop mensaeif belp s die neeste nense weet nie prsioslee om g

~ work te g,

B2 Ty choar is te veed weantrone v hast, ok 38 ot L.,

: 8o s Inalle prcttrecr e te Belp, chus sal it i dio vorkeorde maniar pevat wond, it halle wil inmengs, of, .4
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M: Driar wais 'ri osmitelile aparthied daae.
e 'n Qumnieddedibehue aparchieicls lnegrip, van ons, enJudfe,

Oue of the possible functions of the section that ucknowledges the diversity and
rough nature of the early Voortrebkers is to present them as simple folk, who were very
ordinary. This empliasises that they were not a privileged dite who exploited those less
fortunate around thet, Then, vsing a vocabulary of liberation similar to what we are
accustomed to today, with phrases lke: *Hight from opprossion®, “a free people®, “rebels”,
“rise up against soffering, general oppression and eonquest” - they nevertheluss slip into a
romanticised version whereby these ovdinary, pure folk are threatened by the heathens and
barbarfans, This iy alse related 1o the Iradlites of the old Testament, along with the biblieal
injunction to desteay the heathens, The above participants nake it clear that they distance
themselves from the Christianheathen dichotomy they refer to, and at every moment
demonstrate their sepsitivity to and awarcress of the new verfigtheid about racial matters,
They make it clear that they now know better whitt they didd in their youth, and from
what their {orefathers knew centurivs ago. As awell established, middle elass couple, 1wy
report fueling comfortable working and interacring with mwembers of other racial groups,
However, they will only tolerate “civilised standiards” of behaviour, Yot even this
injunction is tempared by their reported knowledge thas blacks “fhave 50 many problems
today because of the way that we treated them". Thedr interview data thus serves a5 a fine
example of the sanitised talk mentioned by Van Dijk (1987), and Watherell and Poteer
{1992}, Yot this is not vo suggest that their sanirise] talk is consciously employed by the
pacticipants to hide a real racism deep-down Inside (that they are aware of), To view the
participants’ talk in this way would perhaps be to fall proy to the carrent wendency to
debase the coneept of racism itself by labelling anyone whe dissents from one as vacist,
Eventually its usefulness as wn analytic tool is diminished as those who harbour real
prejudice agninst. other groups are lamped with those who do nat, This is where recourse
to the broader picture becomes necessary,

The content of the sbove sample can be related to the seventeenth century
(Classival age} situation, as deseribed by Fourault, where anyone who [l outside of the
realm of reasont way sent to puison, A similar sitwation provailud in Burope at the time, with
sqtaalidd living conditions, unsmploynient amd vagraney being rife, Those locked weay

ineluded anyone who was basically not ceenomically productive « those who were poor,



77
present is met with yet another justification: “Well, if we Afrikaners could stand together

s pull ourselves up, then why can't the blacks? Must be something defective in their
cutturel”,

The aceonnt discussed above also leaves out a lot of historical detail, and tends to
lend credence to O*Meara’s account of the selective remembering and forgetting that was
encouraged by the Muluites in their efforts to fragment the working class in the 1920
and 1930°s, For example, much of the evidence abour the Voortreklers suggests thas they
were a very rough and uncouth bunch, Much of the evidence also makes it clear that they
intermarried with other races (or at least had sexmal relations with then). The participant
also showed elsewhere that he was fully conversant with these facts, for example he states
that:

MOk, jy v, “wat is ' volla® 257 *n Volk is Follmsders, Duitsers s verltering nog met die daweuit
Malei [Malasia]. 'n Baie bivin bload inonssare, € <2< > > siid that we were beginning to adonit thar
during theupartheid years...Luie hee gameng! Bu Jorvifde storiey wat chiarmee [gebear lieeT" (A),

watid the couple in this interview Liver also srate that

Fe®,..en dit Is grond waarvoor hy, jy weet, geweldi bard goveg hee as jy net kyl vie die trokbers sopstiv -
dour die Baviswnspoor, car die Diuketsbergs, iy weet, deur die viaktes van dis Raoo,.172

M: Hulle's maar altyd weg gevlug van die..,

i Qotheersing! :

M: Hollandw e die Engelse... :

T Tulla wou div nie gehad her nie, Folle was in die ned [2) ' veye, ‘nery Klomp mense.

M: Ja, ecls 'n Klemp rebefle.., : :

Be £ reboelle, en *nancns moenie weg shaum van die voit, dat hulle gekom het van oril cor« sy mised

. Tunch of people, Dy wis Jif swae geploo Det, wue geviug et vir hufle godwbiens ..,

M} oulﬁt‘ ]"'il]gl'llﬁﬂ‘m .

T Die I fugenote, maar siar was ook o war op shepe posit is « 5608 in Austuli, &1 s00s it Amerika, 0s
gevol v, van miscryse en, jy weet, estsavoorts ensovoarts =t ftsa midmash of poeple who were
forged together arapoopd: by sulfering and by agenend meerdruking en corheersing van nvolk war
Taalie gevael et wat geen fesbaninyg hier et nis, Bn dorhabwe maes huile diar teen oproer [3]!

M Jaen o kan " moeng o ook net yvoog.anar ek ais en praat us of jp wiks weet.,.maar il hierdie
goed van hievdie mishamash en ,..het te doen ook et seker probleme van die swartes se kant of - die
*kuttroortord™, So op die o end kry jv vog mar 'n wit - sware ding, Codsdionst, ons s die Protestante,
ie Rooms Katolicke, ..jy weet, dic T lugenoote het geviug vie balle godsdiens..an jy kry blerdle soo
van bane rossen holle [estaan seane o is Protosants . OF Rooms Katolicky selizns halle wil, wane dis
nog steas Christendem, Teenonr, die Khe, e San o die swvartman, wat 'n Aarkizr is, ub, Die
gedsdivny muk sogroot *n kloof dar dis ongelooflik! Dit is ehndlik die eeeste groot Kook, Weare
Christians » ons is Clirdseone, disheidene, Than ik ji wn diis bybel, die o tesament né? Ons is bale ou
testametities nid Onsmenseadsracdiore,Jvs die oo testament, jy weet, dhal ding van “heidene -
*hartaate™. Tivepdrgy om Jie heidkoe st 1e rool. Ot het die Baesmuan uitgetoo « jy weet dit st Ons
bt hostle e gessier 1t 200 Uitverrmonn, hulle et bulle et die nuselsuitvormoon

F: Ja maar Koyl i net awydie Duases begrip v, ek wwets, v sien metse wvat naak rondloop, en jy kom van
“w erps Ralvinistivse aptengrond sare vrouens huble oo ik « disu somde, bisies cm jou sems of self jou
sk o tevnn DI s, cis ' sicliese diogg Teyelic] waar it o een stadium, bedkeman wovaae word om
boesenns fral o Sdocs, wand dieae ' paar jaar Lueer - word ie 0 dinsg v toemak, v toeskil, e dan
Kty hieesoo it jou epeskdlee ena, 0 fy ontmett hiesdiemetse wathedsx isvolens hulle deake
Flualhe Jiggrone ontbloct, wit ssie jear taul et nde, wat niobie Goud ke wat jy ken asie, wat i die € ed
a3 e selfde e wat §y sut bons Lid..,
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By this logic, apartheid was entirely reasomable - the rosponse of the civilised and advanced
races 1o the ocean of darkness that survounded them, Desperate measures were called for,

as the pure, superior race’s exlstence was threatened on all sides, These views have literally
been set in stone - at the Voortrekker Monwment in Pretoria, Images of a small, coursgeous
group of Gud-fearing, noble Afrikaners are sot in large marble frieze i on the walls, The
noble beings are at every tuen betrayed and threatened by the barbarians (who are
porirayed as disgusting, treacherous and terrifying)”™. One of the more benign and
sophisticated {middle class) accounts put iv:

*M: Oung is Christeued, P jy woet, Gou wil ck noest» dan’s 3o e o tosd, it hierdie versi tussn
Christeneteklen, né, toe hiendie mense hier gekow b, en die Boesan, die Son, die Khot gevitd her,
en dhe Steanlopers..§ ter hicrdie mense hier gdom en hulle was Cheistenio, o dic groor verskil destyds
wits trie 'n tal vorskil e, dit was ‘i Gloeediens vershil, “Ons glo in die Boge God ns Protestanze, e dud
metise het nog oot geheor van God..of so het lnlle gedink, so her hullognJiuk! En hulle he niks
ongegee oor wat daal meese gegloo bet, en wivt bulle godsdiens is.. tliey're not nterested... Like what
the Spaniards dic it South Anseties « the conq:istadores - they ustowined everything thuat those
rmmwnse chvilisations Dot up, Jy wveee it 1og nle, fulle' alles vernidetig darso, en die kerk, e die
Rooms Katoliske ketk, Kk, they weren's Atrikund ‘They were the herliriass So tothess peopls, these
peoplethe Khol, the Sin, the Xhosy, they werefurharion « heldone!

Fr Anad onee agair, you have the Janguage baner, separating the ote from the other so tlut they don’t
understand oracknowledge .. " (A}

While admitting the destruction of entire civilisations, and the lick of sensitivity
on. the part of the Afrikaner pioncers, the account is still arguably having the effect of
justifying the deeds that were commitved, Fivstly, the account prosunts the early
Vaortreldars ag being devoutly religious *folle” who are contronted with a situation that
they had no means to understand, Secondly, it wasn't only them» even the Roman
Catholic chureh condoned wha was done in South Ameriea, One of the possible
ideotogical effects that sympathetic historieal justifications (such as the one above) might
have is to imply that the error was in the past, Although they vommitted these errors in the
past, it was excusable beeause they dido’t know any berter, It is thus accepted that an error
wis made, b at the sune vime little or no recognition of the present injustices is
demonstrated, Any talk of the present is focused on crime, violence and the murderous
hate the blacks are felt to have for white people, So even theugh they “made mistakes® in
the past, the present is a different story because “the blasks have got so bad that you can’t
help hating tlwulx". Any talk of struetural ineynalitivs and institetional raclsm in the |

M An ubsious example beityg the portrayal of Dingaa, whi hos 2 youngs seareine knecling at his feop wieh his bamds faised
o Dnpgaan as il b supplicasion. It is podited o veey deaely thoegly, th the young warrior i dhere to act as
Dingaans spittesn, Peehaps vne shoutd contrast this with the elogant frass spittens that can be Gound diserely
pewsisinned rext to President Fruger's Bvourite clodz in hiv howe in Chuech Stees, Pretosia,



75

this sample, one is able to see devices he employs to justify his real view that “blacks aren’t
up to standard”s. '

“L: Do you think blacks are bom differsut, Do you think it's somethivg inbred?

ME: T dar'’s believe dur they ateissferior. They can he equal, b, they must lean to accept what ihew'vs been
saught, miaybe it comes from feeling inferion, Bug its not, We'ne been taught, they must be taught, 5o its
for them to realise,

{tape fades out)

whnd whar we know, they know,

1 So fts tike they just haver’t lid the oppottunities, Do you think that if they bad the sune opportunities a3
us that there would bevery titde dilference? O would there st} belike, some difference?

M .Can they coped . They st ask thumsclves i they tan vope, Before they tease us...they mustasls
thomselves if they cn cope. :

[: Cope? Tn wlkt ¥y do you mean cope, like with what sort of stuff?

M. if they o being themselves to the standirds where weate,

L Ja.

M: What we do...cam thiey do? L mean. G they bring themselves up to-our standards? From the edueation
system tape fades ont], Bring them up to where we are, don’t drop the white edusation, Bring the
black children g to the white ecucation, The way 1 feel, ey, my stanclud 8 is their standard 6, you 5002
Now that'snot sight, Let hitn go and write e sunte education as] wrote, and gos the sune sarks as)
got, then e will be egesal. Tesust be equal, If ne becormes equal, it mus, work b ways® (),

Two contradictory elements are eontained in this extract. The participant starts
out by invisting that “we aze all equal® - but then goes on to say that blacks ave infecior.
That is, be Jeasnt have a problem with them personally, but the unfortusate reality, his
rhetoricaf question suggests, is that they have broughe all their problems on themselves, It
is alse important to note that his views wre based on a number of asswnptioas, Firstly, the
existing social order is treated as & *fuct”, There are absolute standazds of edueation Yout
there® that are not i dispute; Following his argument, whites weit to the trouble to
master the repertoire and so now blacks aught to do the same, What is also implied is that
because blacks Lave failed to do this, they are not worthy of being regancled as bis equals.
While he bases his argument here on meritoeratic principles « whereby we can all ba equal
if we work wt ity the fundamental injustices built into the system are completely ignored,
hoth historically and in terms of the presens arrangements,

The examples provided above demonstrate the manaer in which ideclogy
{unctions to legitimate the existing social arder, White cultural superiority is a taken for
granted to be an undisputed “fact” « an walterable and wniversal part of natuee, T'he course
that Western civilisxion has taken is treated as being the standard « the golden road 1o
advaneement, The participants show this eonflation of vontingent social arrangements
with what is natural and timeless, for example, with their references to *childlike by
nature”. From this assumptivn, one can then go on 1o judge all other peoples and cultures

lry this yardsticl, tind them Lcking and thus justily one’s beliefs in one's own superiority,
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productive existency), The effect therefore, of religious beliefs fn this context, is to act usa
projected Super-Ego « 4 projection of the guilt that is felt at the breaking of socially
established taboos, This can also be related to Foucault’s eoncept of disciplinary powaer, as
individuals punish themselves psychically for transgrossions. With the modern form of
power, the state has no need to intervene juridieally to keep the races apart, The
participants above felt from within that racial purity was normal, natural, and ordained by
God, To transgress would be of. - real, unnatural and sinful,

64, Black Attitudes and Behaviour Presented ay Problematic
64,1, Blacks as Childlike, irresponsible, dependant, dostractive and dangerons

One of the more central themes that emerged, was the perception that blacks were
childiike and dependent, As une of the participants put it: '
51y Wel ek persoonlik besko Lulleas Rinders, ewige kinders. En in dud opsig, mststies gehonde kinders. Jy

wweet, ok dink hullekan versrikdi bale vermag, as hulle spos kinders, (y heg dit ok cen keur gesa{Ii2:F as
hulle vin alle...s00s 1 shool waar die kinders repti o oen in skoo! en s, Kin jy muar loos inwl die
wrtikels - die ouers hiet Il bygeston, die onderwysers het hulle bypestaan, die gemvetiskap et hulle
bygestaun, jy weet, lie fsverskeiklik geboost, Kn het hulle alles war elke niens het, hulle kan
akaglensies or: op elke gebied net 5o goed doa, miar hulle instelling s nog soos natuarkinders, jy weet,

miensse mpet vieayy dinge doon, Hulle't nle baie ondersockende goeste nie, Jy weet. Hudle sal vertoer wat
vie hulle gegee word, mar ulteraard gaan hulle nie die reel ontudel nie® (8).

A number of points can be made in respect of the above, The participant lays
emphasis on the fact that she feels that this childishness is 1 welally dotermined feature - one
that can not be ateered through socinlisation, Shie also emphasises what she considersto bea
endency of blacks to expect athers to always do things for them, regardless of whether
they are in a position to do things for themselves or not, Shie presents them s spoilt
childron who are never satisfied, even if when they have everything that one counld possibly
want. The partivipant concludes by extending the childhood metaphor, by stating that
- blacks do not have inquiring minds, and will destroy what is given to them (by a
responsible adult, by implieation), They are presented here as being nos-tavional, impulsive
and destructive, The fact that black cultures may predispose them toward group co-
operation, rather than individualistic competitiveness is ignored. Once again, blacks’
behaviour is here measured against the yardstick of Western narms and values, and found
wanting,

The participant in interview E (appendix B) held a similar view, but wad different
terms ta describe his view, As already mentioned in the *probletns with this research?

section, this participant went to great pains to present himself as being not prejudiced. In



73

“hidden” messages to one-another is of relevance here. Only those (insiders) who knew the
coding at the time could have appreciated the full import of what hie meant, and could have
really understood why it was important and logical that each nation had its own sepazate
country,

A bit further on in the interview (C ), the same participant goes on 1o say that:

"131.- Ky, as dle here net cen nasie won gehad her sou hy nieg con nusfeemad: het.

IJa .

M: Nois hockom moet hulle sou ender melsaar guan nitbasces,. tussen wit en swaet en, ol dadd - dan key jy
] noa weer ' ander nasie,, S0 15 swart & Wit trou, dan skep hy ‘i wder nasie, 49

g

M Die sclfde as et Wit en Indicer, of <23 grar irou.wkyk almal van hulle se hare is swart, Party se hare
is redelik lig van filewr, maar sy hare is nojg swart,

T

M: Dis nife 'n shinke nasie nie,

1: Dind u dis v soort van ‘n sondeas metse van serskillonds rsse groupe, iuneng, soos, trou, enl...

Mt om te troup

I

Mi Ek dink so

EUm, _ :

M: Want ek mieen, toe Adam 'a vrem gkevy T, het hy nie'nunder kleur veou gobad s wat hy was nie, Bn
dia here het sy ele ribbebeen gebruile o vir hom *n veou te maak, so, dit is die selfide« jy [kan msae o,
die selfde e _ _

- Mmm.s1 _

M: Bk maen, dis loglesasjy dit 50 vat. Sy voou was 'nt deel van hom, so sy moes die selfde klour gewees het,

1: J, B 58 now et mentse wit nou klisir gemeng her, wat nou kleurding kinders hiet » of weet jy van mense
wat dit ol gackoert het?

M: Bk ken riie con van hulle persoonlik sie, sar el bt af gesien, by wittle is, e wiae budle I die seewas

m L1 .

1 Bn hgnlyk hlle? Gewoonulik, gelukkig, of mesklen dat daar prolilemse ist Met ander woorde ek vro, 8
1oy s wit & swart tyow, dut kan hille eindik peluklog wees of nie? OF dink jy daar gaan defetlef
probleme wees laeraan.medkien met die kinders, .7 '

M Ble weet ule, claar is solcer *n moandikheid wae hulle getukkig kan wees, soos ek se, ek ken dic
nig..persoontik iy $0 ek sl nle lan se, maxe dlit Is scker moontlik..75..nur kyk, now g 'n
C‘.hris(t(e:ts oneer tron met ‘1 Moslew, of met 'n Flindu, eon v daal.. Nou dhar kleor verskil soas dg by
nag” (),

Wlaat {s emphasised {n thie last section is the link botwe  race and religion.

Although it was siot stated in precisely these terms, some of the other participants stressed
a spiritual dimonsion to the Volk, God ordained the races and set thom in stone for all
eternity, To mix the races is to tamper with Gods creation and the natwral world, Seen in
terms of the Adorno and Hoekheimer concept of repression, one conld argue that this
particslar sin is ene that is 1w be avoided av all costs, By tampering with nature, and the
sacred, one stands in danger of destroying oneself, Technically spraking, to allow the
irpational Id impulses (our auimal nature) to take control of the Ego is to open the
possibility for complete Ko disintegration (loss of self), and a break with the established

reality principle (one that is linked with the economic base, and is what eusbles us to live
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individuality, one’s lonely prison (high up above the other inferior beings) as a bourgeois
type. One conld also establish links between this and the issue of race as personalised and
tikken as a part of ones individual identity (discussed earlier), FHere, religion ca. « be seen as
playing a strong role in the dissemination of moral values, and injunctions to bohave
oneself (and be normal), It could thus be strongly implicated in the domination of self (as
Ego) over one's self (as the Id). This projection could also be directly related to prejudice,
where, for example, some of the participants expressed resentment over their perception of
- blacks as being community orientated, In the section that follows (“Blacks as children®),
the first transeript sample outlines one of the midcdle class participant’s views that blacks
are racinlly determined children, and that even where they have attained any achievements
it is not through their own efforts, but only with the help of a whole community of people
{reachers, parents, comununity, or through affivmative action), One might regard this as
being evidence of a lonely, competitive, bourgeois individual who hates communivy
oriented blacks, The hatre. | .uculardy interse as it concerna blacks’ inabilisy to be
“Godlike®, or like the "One God” u projection of the white naster who holds dominion
over nature,

Also evidens in the transeript above, is the conflation of nation with face, This is
in accordance with the HIAT definition,”* What is suggested by the usage in the above
transcript is that vach nation consists of individuals who are racially identical (and pure)
and who have similay interests, charactevistics, and traits, D.F. Malan, head of the
“eesuiwerde” (purified) National Party, and first Nationalist prime minister in 1948, is
remembered for bis famous dictum: “Bring together those who belong together by inner
conviction.? This can now be understood in a mors sinister way - and nne that was
probably closer 1o his original intention, 4s implying an ovganic unity of Volk that included
not only language, religion and culture, but rlso rece and character traits, Bourdien’s
concept of cultural eapital and the subtle coding that enables members of 4 elass to transmit

3 Masik, (4. 1. Groop enkeling wat tot dieselile suant Leheeery, wat *n polivicke centieid vormy etke willekenrige
versameling mense wat under dieselfde potitieke organisasie sty Die Switserse nasie omoat gedoctes wan vevshillowedy
volke. Ras it ' bolngicse conboid, volle s kuftuserels eondoid, nasie 'n politiche venheid, 2, (shert) Group nwwnse of diers
Wroumense « dis ' wruelthe nasicl QIAT, Odenda! er of, p227), It is alw fnteresting t note thas this definition specifios
vhat *Rax is *a hivlogiese cenheid®; ax the delinicion of xrs itvel! dovs nut specify thiv explicitly, emphasising instead
sonue of the more sugied implivaticans of the wim in Aftikaans,

A ¥an Schowr vt af Tartlee stae thats “This diconm preved ta be selevant not ualy dn the puliical spheve but abo in
cconomic and eubiugal affairs and seems to bave been the reason fur the morally strengihiening elfevt the Voorteekker
Centenary bestival, with its symbolic oxewagon tek, had on the National Party” (Van Schoon, et of, 1976, p110),
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9.3, Appendix C: Sample Transcript of ant Interview with Couple C

ﬁmv%ﬁ%mlm al 1 loyed (zanpe mechanis)

s o White, Alrikaans male, o nid 55 yeus. B mechani<).

¥ = White, Afrikaons male, a;}lmnﬁd &0y, Tomse: -‘iR:. o

T Tsidaae ' grocp mense in SA (of enige plek in die werehd) wat jullo voed dae o gan hoor?

M, Neg...

1: Monse wasrmee jullo vael julle kea idortifiscerat s Afrikaans-sprekend? « Vod 1 soos i Afrikawer wa i o sin *n fid
vart dio Aftikazise navieis .. :

M: Bk werk ssun mwt snavetes, klaurlinge, engelypackendes, en ables wdie pla tnsy e, Maar, ok dink nie dit isreg, dat wit en
swanet, gk ety ornder mekaar voou en daal tiepe van ding nie sware .. wit pa.satse kinders kry jy.

I Waster soottkinders dink jy sl jy key?

MaNut kyk, us wit en swant meng, da by jy klousling kinders, Ek glo n Wit nasiy ineet witbly, ssaite seartu.dis how ok
dit séen

.M.

M Now kyk, wae diz o aungasn, die wit s g bectennal verdwyn in dic* land, [58)

L Tschar dinge omtrent wis mense war utidorse as st menise s isdaar vits anitrent wit mense wat hulle midose muak?

M Kyk, dieswarte het sykultunr, ess dieblanke het syhulaur.Jalle dink aie die scfde nio, Fulle leet vok nfe die selide
nie, ... < 2 {8ays something about intermcid marriages] Hue sulhe buwelike witwerk nie weer ok nie,

1: By, ismeskdens die meeste van jouvriende Afrikasus sprelesd. _

M; Nee, Bk bet Bngelse vrionde, ek het hollnddse veiende, ok het Digfese vejencle, alnal,

T Buhoevocl jy omtreat die veranderinge fu die haid « vaud jy dis 'n gocieding,

MW Eé:?hlf dxé Lagd [sak#]. Hy gt fy vians dovp sekant af - kyk hoe lyk die strato, kyk bioe byl die gebsoue, Yie lad

o deftelid ok -

F:J-.ﬁ;awnma moet jy dit so vaeund, it s iow o die searres optgenvent het dat die geboue pelyk hey met die wit mense
<%, Die-witte hot die plek opyepus, Die swarte het gekorn e now isdie n gemors Kyk boelyk dir vl

M1y sit mot sy arm op dievullgoed drosstan en pood hy die papler net dar op die grongd, s in die drom,

P T, ey senar fy it nle sal doen nie, T, daeds'n verskil, Ky net ioe vk di bierso, dis tblikkies, dis oddmnkbitcde, dieis
Labadoeke, dlit is kattan pakke, chit is you nume it Bajy ka dan shoonniaak maarhy gaan dan woer daar gool,

I: Enliockoin dink julle jsdit so?

P Wel, Asjy now vir my vin hoskomok disk Bodeom is dit so, gaan ek vir jou reguit s dis morsigheid, Want ele L my uie
verte] dat ‘s winmens so gun more e soos swarte bie, 100

Mt "hiterjections” :

R Dis onmeantilk, ja jy Joey van hulle, e dis.., Ja, presles dis die selbde, die swarees wne it wittes hulle is von die selfde, Tk
kan tron hier uitstap, ok lan now n papler hiee buite or ‘n biik hier boitekat pam gool, D gaan jy onwdmai en s dis
dlie swarres wa 5o mors, raar tou kau die wittes ook, FHulle istiepies Jie sellcke, tignis die selfdle. 205 Taar was ok indie -
hogitan! opgeaeen, Bk het tusse twvee swarees el Fy't regusit vir niy gesé: Bk botaal wat jy beval, jy beraal wat ok
betad"...ck kan niks miaak nle, ok 10008 et net. Gaan kyk hoo lyk die badkamer wir ok nuoes gedeel hot, ek moes die
toiler gedied her. 11358 oo now vir jou as]y "n swarte is, jy's ' sovurrgat, da gan by my doodimak, Bl moes di imaar
net vy Oinglnd ga agtenadr, Qns het nie wicer'n fand wat ordentlil en . 1jies Is. Cns et nie s eits, Maar
kyk Lice bly die seraves hicrso, Al wat hier kungs my Wy §s wit meose, Vi iberdie buise of hierso reg om tot om die
hoek is sl seates, g kyk. :

; Die nuwe Suid Adiikal

B Ja, siett] .

M ﬁ:ﬁ? u;;r fk probicer oim it te vind is hocko voed julle« i soartes meskde, ' swart volk, s budle nasie meer

Fs Nee ek sl s e bestmet n doel Vietor? T Tulle eane <23

T Wa is bosmer?

P Hlualles hioe kan ok tiou se, ulle ok van die wit hant ook

M Ja fy ry withos ook, maar el moen liciso e nugte moet jv hooe partykoer,

By Suenufil jad

M: l)i\? twvee van hulle war Klink asof dis ewee dosvn, 1 ulleJoop hiorso et isselaar on praat e Klinh dit asof hollediar
S

Fr Isolit wit mernse waarvan jy praat?

F+M: Swarned

1t Mo dink julke cag hulle so pedire i, holle nasie, of wati 139

M: Maa, el sfie dat ctie s Bl tasie.nen ey, as Bulle selts preck ouk, ol oiul dis ey ook, 105 Jathe tandad van
et itk ok, b Bdor by sovagtes Divr ookt et hicrse by wit wenses o o ks Jehioy live in @ semiadached
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4. What are the cosemunicative sonrees of such conversations: To which persons or
media do people refer when they accoutrt for their information or justify their
opinians?

5, What ave the real or possible gfftets of prejudiced talk, and what strategies do
people ‘ollow ir the persuasive conmunication of their beliefs, opinions, and
teelings about members of other racial groups.

6. Whaw are the secfel contexts of such talk: What type of iteraceion is involved,
who are the participants, what are the social functions of prejudiced
conversations, and which relations of power are at stake, or what role is played
by the elite and the mectia in this kind of informal reproduction of racism?

Sourees van Dijk, 1997, p 384, Although originally almed specitivally at examining pryiwdie platiomessa, the
schematization cin nevertheloss be applied praductively 1o mcial phenonsers,
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9. Appemdixes |
9.1,  Appendix A: Open-ended questions used as a guide in the interviews

The first part of the interview is geared at getting the respondent/s to feel
comfuriable aid w sase, For this reason, a “chatting” session may be used to stars off, The
researcher may deseribe the university and the courses that he attends, for example, It is
also expected that the conversation will drift oceusionally, aud thés should be allowed as i+
would enable the responcents to feel more at case.

How long bave you lived in this aread What is it like living here? Do you ever
Liave any problems with the neighbours? What are the munieipal services lke in this area?
What is the erime rate like in this area? : -

What are conditions like at work? Do you find that you get on wedl with your
colleagues? Do any of your colleagues live in vhe same ared as you? Do you often get
togecher entsice of working hours?

Wht do you think about conditions in South Africa at the moment? Do you think
we are heading in the vight dircetion? Do you think things are better now than they were
before? How do you feel about your luture in South Africad The respordents wifl probabiy
mention prolilems like unemployrient, crivee and violence, They will be asked if they could think
of any solutions, or what they thought was the cause of the problems.

What was life like in the *old® South Africa? Do you prefer things now, or were
they better then? How did you feel about the former government? What did you think of
apartheid? What do you think about Engene Terreblanche? Why do you think the world
wag againgt the South African government before the ANG was unbanned?

In the course of asking these questions of this sector of the populuion, it can be
expected that “racial fssues” will arise, These will then be pursued, For example, if the
respondent mentions one of the conventional South African ragial categordey like “Whites,
Blacks, Coloureds or Indians”, then thoy will be asked 10 explain that ides further and in
great detail. Other words or ideas that will be pursued will include: Volk, nation, group,
peaple {if they refor eontinuously to “our people®, or "puople like us”),

9.2, Appendix B: van Dijk's Levels of Discourse Orgardsation

1. Whae do they actually say? What are the contents of such tall? "This aspect can he
accounted for by means of a semantie or topival analysis, This is concerned with
the broader thematic marerial that emerges. It is thus more at the maevo level of
avalysis,

2. How do they wallt about “them"? 'ais question requires further discourse analysis
of narrative and argumentative strueinres, loeal seaantle “nioves,” styly, rhetorie,
and ether conversarional features of speniancous talk,

3, What, and how does such talk express or signal underlying struvtarey and
strategios of profudice in sockal cognition? This is concermed with the miery level
ot analysis, whete attention is paid primarily to strategie features of tatk, such as
semantic moves of positive sdliprosentation and negative other-presentation, as
well as stylistie, rhetorical, and conversational propertivs (van Dijk, 1987, p 385),
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Finally, Foucault, Adorno and Horkheimer’s claim that the existing order can
only be subverted through the aesthetic realm was also diseussed in this report. As far as
the possibilities for resistance go then, one might conclude by returning to Foucault's
proseription that we should refuse what we are, and that we should refuse the kind of
individualisarion that is presently the norm. Putting this is tersng that are more divectly
relevant 1o this study, we should begin to refuse what we are racislly, avempt te reclaim
the aspects of ourselves that are split-off and projected onto members of perceived other
racial groups, South Africa at the present time presents unique opportunities for alternative
conceptualisations of identity, unique avenues for expressing the hitherto unexpressed, and
wstique means of experivencing that which has for so long been denied, These options are
fravght with dangers at all fevels (for example, the psychic, social, maverial and ceonomi
Jevels), The future cannot even be imagined, But if it is to be radically different 1o the
present, it will ave to be both quamitatively and qualitatively different to everything tha
is now familiar, Hence the importanee of ereative new beginnings, peeks through the
cracks, and perhaps yot another great leap of faith into the abyss.
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“damned” (by God) ave impoverished throvgh various mechanisms of exclusion, separation
and division (from the Laager) s that they become literally “damned”, Their subsequent
impoverished state then becomes justification for hating them even more «as their stave
confirms what was believed about them orfginally. This loathing can also be seen as a dread
of the negative aspects of the self {that are projected onto members of perceived inferior
groups). It serves as evidence of what happens to those who have net mastered themselves,
their mature, have not individuated sufficiently, nor attained sufficiont o furegration,
Members of perceived inferior xacial groups thus serve as a reminder of the pares of the self
that are denied o oneself, and similarly a5 reminders of the denied whole self, Some
examples provided included a participant’s view thas blacks were unable 1o stand on their
own feet, and could achieve nothing without help from others, Many other examples were
provided where participants described blagks as being childlike, or backward, The

childlike comments are patticularly rovealing, given Foucault’s view that in Modernity the
child is more individuated than the adult,

Eeonomic factors were also examined. Particularly the role of the successful
Wasterny eednumic model, which was shown to be taken for granted by most of the
participants as being the only way to progress. ‘This was done in such a way that suggested
that bourgeols instrumentalism, rationalivy, individuality and competitiveness were
timeless, immutable and universal - these who did not bear these qualities wers deviant,
defecrive, backward or otherwise guilty. The participuts’ frequent injunctions
(interpellations) for blacks to “take responsibility as we did", “build themselves np a5 we
dtid®, and to “stand on thelr own feet and stop blaming others for their sitation® provided
some evidence of this phenomena, These injunetions were often coupled with statements
to the effect that blacks were incapable of attainiug “our bigh standards” anyway.

The new political arrangements in South Afriea were examined critically, wheve it
was shown inter alia that the “New South Alrica® can also be shown to be bringing about
new forms of racism. As democratie freedoms are tempered with self-discipline and
responsibility, this was shown 1o have the potential for enabling new opportunitios for the
exervise of (vacial) power in areas that were not previewsly repaeded as being legitimae,
partly due to the failed hegermony of the apartheid state, Some examples included the
legitimation of rackil eriteria for secking employment, holding positions of authority, and
marriage,
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in which they can be seen as being subjected to various external forms of control and
- dependence, as well as to their own identities and selfknowledge's.

Importantly, this study has shown that racial identification is supported by (and
supports) a number of institutions, Firstly, it hns shown the role of the family and
socialisation in producing a personalised racial conselousness and identity, The existing
“culture of race” is perpetuated in the symbols that individuals internalise as they partake
in them (further disseminating them). Exmnples provided included one participant’s
statement that the death of thie apartheid state las Teft hor with nothing for herself,
Auother pasticipant refers to her sitwation prior to the rise of apartheid ideology o5 being
one where she didn’t know what she was, It was also peiated out that these examples of
this dimension of racial identification could be regarded as extreme cases. They
demonstrate that rather than being about abstract groups, ones’ race is a persomalised
miatter, and one thiat has great emotional significance for individuals,

This study hs also shown that this personalised and individualised notion of race
can be associated with a projuction of idealised aspects of oneself - the Super Ego in’
particuliar « onto an image of “One God", A God that is punitive, jealous and ealls on his
chosen people to destroy the heathens and barbarians, The negative aspects of the self, on
the other hand, are sepressed and projected amo blacks, This includes fantasies of blacks as
dangerous, threatening, sexvally promiscuous, lazy, chililike, dependant, unable to stand
on their feet like responsible adults, and inferior. This is in contrast to the image of self us
One God, 2 master wno I dominion ever nature, which exscerbates the anger and
vengefnlness felt towards blacks - on whom all thie previowsly mentioned negative aspeets
of the self are projected, The goilt that avises from the surfacing of threatening material
was also diseussed in refation to issues of sacial control by the self, normalisation and the
functioning of disciplinary regimes through the production of docile bodies. The matter of
the participants’ conflation of race with culture and nation, and racial propertics with
character traits was also examined, This was also related vo their notions of racially
determined character and belaviour traits, and lnked in tuen with notions of a chasen

aster race.

Racism ftsel, as an institution was also examined. It was shown that structuralised

racism has important effects, wherehy those members of other races who are deemed to be
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7s Conclusion

The model adopted as a framework for this research project has been based on
Foucawlt’s ideas atout the functioning of disciplinary power in modern socicties, a5 well as
Adorno and Horkheimer's ideas on the socio-cultural and psychic dimensions of prejudice
and racism, The main thrust of the data analysis has therefore been to attempe to establish
whether the dynamics they describe in their work can be found to be operating in the
interviews that were conducted, ‘The emphasis of this study bas been a eritical evaluation of
some of the populir views on “lberation®, “race”, “racial identity” and “development”.

It is iraportant to note that even based on the matersal presented! in the transeript
samples, this study is not in any way o final and comprehensive reading of the dara, What
has been attempted lsas not been intended to be either final, nor generalisable, A study such
as this will inevii-.thly attempt to condonse and summarise some of the main themes that
emerged from the interviews, Thus, it must be realised that any of the ideas re‘tected ave
based on what are already gross generalisations « taking the words of one participant, and
using them as examples that best represent what all nineteen people said during the cousse
of the interviews, No doubr, even if the participant whose talk was analysed to illustrate
iclea were to read the report, they would fimmediately be anxious to clarily what they really
meant in the original interview, Even though a standard disclaimer wag issued to the effect
that this project is not attempting to generalise to the population at large, the implication
remains that this is typical of racist talk in South Africa today, This is, of course, entirely
without any scientific basis when viewed in terms of the old research paradigms, aud not
the object of the present study.

The main contribution of this study is possibly that it las demonstrated that even
when nonstacist and enlightened people discuss members of other racial groups, they may
be using the very sirategies and techniques identified and explored in this project « which
have the effect of perpetuating structural ractal inequality. Phenomena smr.ounding the
status of the researcher as being neutral was also examined very closely in this study,

This study has also atterupted o reveal some of the contradictions between the
surface explanations of the participams, and the reality of their effects and functions, This
is 50 not only in terms of the negative consequences for those perceived as outgroups, but
for the participaﬁts themselves ag subjects, This study has demonstrated some of the ways
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the struggle is over, because as soon as one situation of dominance is overcome, the new
arrangements take shape and it becomes apparent that they bring with them new relations
of dominance and control. New subject positions and new modes of subjectivity bring with
them new modes of subjugation, Along these lines, one might ask what the cost is of being
a regular guy? What is it that has had to be repressed, or sacrificed in order to function
productively in the modern world? Fas buylng into the system aud playing by the rules
made us ahy freer than we were before? Lastly, whiat are the consequences of this on those
that surround us who may not be in such a favourable po. *ion, and what are the

consequences for the rest of the environment?
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IMF guideline- in countries like South Africa, the researcher is not suggesting that there
are any other known alternatives, Indeed, there does not seem to be any other way of
“oerting the country going” other than the conservative route currently boing pursued by
the government and Reserve Bank - the Macroeconomic Strategy fo - Growth, Employment
and Redistribution (GEAR) model, As far as we know, these policies luve been shown
repeatedly in almost all contexts arotnd the world to be ones thar work  thar s, “put
money in the pocket”, It is hoped that South Africa will lead a nlew * wats. .ce® that will
enable Africa to take a great leap forward in developrment, In spite of tous r at being

critical of these kinds of values and arguments, there does not seem to be any better way
that African people will be able to create a better quality of life for themselves, Pechaps
more importantly, economic progress in Africa will go a long way to dispelling the current
discursive climate where Africa and Africans are regarded as being “backward” and
“useless”, Most likely, a strong econony in this country and rapid geowth of a black
middle class will make the "African” subject position more attractive to those who
currently imbue iv with negative stereotypes, and go 4 long way 1o moving away from
racial compartmeuralimfion.

In criricising the current explosion of talk about race and racial idenvity, the

researcher is not suggesting that there could have been any alternative routes to
“liberating® Sonth Africa, The black consciousness movement in South Africa certainly put
“black” issues on the agends, so much so that this country was able to achieve its miracle

ansformation, and there can now be little doubt that we live in a far more open society
tltan ever before, Similadly, one could argne that the appropriation of racial categorisation
systems has led to a relatively favourable shift away from negative stereotyping . By means
of this appropriation, terms {labels) tha  vere previously held to be pejorative are used to
raise consciousness and mobilise those who are disadvantaged by the negative stercotypes
that are held of their group, Thus, there is a “new black”. One who is presented as being

different to all the stercotypes discussed in this paper - a regular guy who happens to be
black,

Foucault is not suggesting that there can be 1o selatively favourable vantage points
or strategic positions, It is rather that every relation, every liberation movement, contains
within it the seeds of anather form of dominaion, All relations have power dimensions to

them « tha is, they all have a political dimension, One can never sit back and assume that
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9,6,  Appendix It Coding of the Transcripts of the Kecorded Interviews
["CONING OF THTY LIANSCRIS OF T RICORDED INFRRN WS, )
Code Indicates:
o | Hesitation, or the sentence teailing off, or imvereuption,
2. .| Short pause i e e e e e et 228
<_??‘_.__ . _I"‘LS““h“‘Sl“‘l’l'v  word e et s ot et
<> Indistinguishable aentu_t_l;o/s. o
[pause] Tape recorder switched off ({!1,. If the o iterview was uztormpted hy a
| phone call, or visivors arriving), o
I mliciscd 5( cxt Indicate en_tph.t is ey Wlwre t‘w p.tmc:p_.ylt stre.'xsus a “ord_ audlbly)
156 | Bold numbers within the text are reforences to thutqpv eounter. Le, the
place on the cassette tape where the surrounding tost ean be loeaed.
These were not insertd secording o any speeific plan « so their
o presence does noy indicate anything specifie, o
{fextin squm-c Indicates materi ! chat was 1ot in the unynal iterview (og
bracleets) Conunents, elarification of what was said, or to deseribe body
language, gostures, facial expressions, ete), o
It Inserviewer, Used throughout all interviews.
M Male participant in the interview, Used in all interviews,
MitorM2t | More than 1 male partieipants in the interview, Used in all interviews.
| B | Permale participant, Used in all interviews,
Flior F2 More than 1 fomale participants in the i interview, Used in all
G mtvrvu,-?gg_ except Iuterview D, where Gi denotes the grandinother,
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M: Yo van't trust thiors, Hoerae: Eean erust o white person, T o allways tanst 4 whiite person but niot a black T dun's feast a black.

Tape facdes out]
[123]
LYourfiiends? _
M: Bnglish, Afrikaans und Portugues,
1:Who would you say your foreluthers ared

M Seortish, Jewids, Dutch..,

1: Do you still see your idemity, yourself, thar way, or is it difforene now?

M: Mo, melunt alieon, aplar Atetkanos _

I: Se you wouldn’s thin of going to live in England or something ¥ things got 1eally busd here?

M: Pve beons offered places in Avsteaita saead ot that, Bo T was biom here, and T8 sty hore,

T: Jo. Wht bppens if things get really bad though?

M: D've garkivs..d witl got iny sons [apefcles o]

T: Do you think there would pver Ieva civil war or something?

M T there is, white peaple will be oy side. [tape findos our)

[140)

I: Do people ever tatk berse thit sort of thing?

M frape Jades out)

B Jan van Ricbeek, Grear Trek ete

M Yes it's all part of our history, Bug everytling that happets i fidstory, Feadl hecomes hivtory, History is in the sivdking. Fven
seba wo are doivgand waiking shaue now,

[twelades ou)

1 Do you think theee s 1 genetie dilfuronce linwveen blaks and whites® Vor example with intelligrwe?

M: Nobady, in Hife, [T God made usall, Peopde were ereeed with u soud, 50 we must aeoept it e ereatod everything, he ereated
u&}. .

1z Bast now e you wlking serioudy? [ nwean, when wo staered out you said yau hated Dlacks, and weee a racist? Wi sbee your
Seiencls chien, would they ugree with what yeus juse sld? Tmean, do you think weare e theoe

(163]

ML, con't keeop company with them because of the way gy behave, Twill leep company with aspwne, any white peaple, and
imny Dlack people, but don’task me 1o goand stay in thelr house with theny, andedin’t usk them to come and stay here nmy
OUSE:

1: But now istvizbecauso of cultural dillereces, orare there poaetie differmneest

M: No, they believe in whist shoy heliove, uad we bellove in whir ae belleve,

I What abou ... JtapeTuies our)

M ftstike the difference beeween a pit bull, wdu {mmmw piial,

;: 15? youi think thar preapleare fike that as well? The ditferont rees?

1 Joive :
E;\Jud is this wharu Joe of the people you know think as well?
s J

I 8o do you think that evert if everyliody went to the same selwels, and hacd the suve oppostiitios wd evorything, that theee
would still be big ditferences hegweer ug

M: Ja, bug they candesdlid on it,

(184}

M: Laoeh, [ dot'e hate then, Tdot's hate noboddy, ke e, Tdon't bate her [indioutes young black git walking with some white
}tit{s dn'o;lgh thie gardan], $hie's donte trathity fo i Leave e alone, and I Jeave vou alove, You sted from e, amd ftape
ks onr

B Whae abour the Volke [tpe fades oue)

M: Ibeliove wetve nover had w volk, ftape fudis engt]

Barened Secijcdonn should lave boen g, R olstracting justice, golug ageted the faws That's ote thing, wo A to alf obes the Law
« that's what it thoee for Ty, they don's care, jist e agrorsr the Ta, TheVieve that recason, Masdds shoub base been
Buuislmi by cleaehy, S pazson < o was foud gailey by the countt Barond Strvdon, . e kifld whites, or Blacks. it hould

¢purtidialile Gy dead, Theee's ondy e way,

((ﬂp{‘ findcss uit]

[216}

(Bl of flitorviow » 2303
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9.5, Appendix B: Sample Teanscript of an Interview with man B
Tterview with ma: Age = approx, 35 '

M w Magy, marsied, with childron. Lives it “impoverished croumstances®, Ocupation - seeurfty worls,

Before the interview streed, the interviswoe m]:ipnw thar he way the right person to tabk toabout rage and that he knew
everpthing that there was to know, Als, that he wis a rieist, He had beon mugped 7 times, Said thar he' bated blacks
siuce he was7 years ld, Implied thar he'dl had sonte kind of bad experience then, but didn's dsborate and loohed
wncomfortaible when asked, Fe aslsod me i1 was Englidy, ro whiich 1 roplied yes. He then said that he was half Buglish
so we should spauk int English, which Lagreed 0,

Unlortunately, the tape was very poor quality, atd mast of the matetial Is vompletely indible, Parly becase we were
sitsing rutside i the wind, with neighliours tevwiisg thede cars, kids playig ericket, eve, He told me he was eaching his
oldest son te play ticket o he could gee on the school teans, and whtinately peesomewhere in lite, Mentioned that he'd
sever had che epportunity, Was drinking beer while we were talking, _

Once permission hiad bieen obtained aned the tape recorder switched on, he toned dows the overtly racist talls, The
interviewer fiter confionted hitn about this fiet. :

M: White people have Leen forced out of their jobs. They've bacanie vistins - you dould have seen them the other night in the
soup kitehens on TV, These people it thisares luveidiage suffered, They've dways been undennined,
I: Like novie of the people'in power now rediy care either?

. M Jo, che gevernment doesin’t cares.especially uboue the witites. They should e there to help. They should foree people to study

until they ure 18. All they ave doing now is earing ubost LWlack people, They are not concemned.. they don’s care about s,

Ix 8o s wlinast like aving racisen now, buet thls tne with Dlacks doing it vo whites?

M: Mivin

[rapsefadies out]

I: Do you think blacksare bom differsnt, [46) Do you think it's something indred? '

M: | dan't Lediove thae they are inferior, They e be equal, bur, they must learn voaccept (21 What theyve been taught, tnaybe it
comes teom feeling inferior, But ity not, We've boen taught, shey st be tughe, So its forzhen to reilise,

[tase faces o)

And wha we know, they know, _

1: Su its ke they just haven's had the opponunities. Do you think tha if they hid the same opportanities as us thar there would be
wvery little diffecenve? Or would there sl be like, some difference?

M: .., Can viey cope? . [58) They st ask themsclves if they cin cope, Bofore they uecse us...they muse ads themsedves if they can

o,

I+ Cope? In what way do you mewn eope, lie with whae sort of sffy

?/1: TEthey o bring themselves to the standands sieoe weare,

:jau ' )

M: Wit we do..cut they dok { e, Can they l:rinf themselves up to our stacbids? From the edueation system [tape fades ourd,
Being ther wp to where weara, don't drop the white aducation, Bring the black childdren: #p to e whtite edueatlon, The way |
feel, by, my stanchied 8 fs thelr stundard 6, you se? Now thats not vight, Let him go and write the same education as§ wrcte,
i gor the same marks ws { go, thien ho veill be equad. T e anist e equid, I he becormes equal, it must workduh ways,

1'Why do you think thar they don't)

{tape faces crt]

M Pl tell you why, Tlie coath perialsy « yors tae chie death petslry asvty and ook wdiay you ger, Some somen on T the other
night sal, buat fa, thinke aboue the people.think abon . But you must think one thing: Aneye for un eve, You kill
somededy, you must get Killed, 1 you've doue smething, st you've killed sonteone, you ave peceing ofttihtly just by going

0] ta jail, But B you've shot somebody. .t e way the winililaiuim of law warks,

v
M:l.‘kmwhtxi} shoats you, {tape findes ot vamebody slwats e tighbour, fpe fades oot

a What als 2t the other people aronrd heee? Do you thitk there ace a lot of*rarists” avonnd here,

M: Thie people araart lieee, they cur' do anything

[tapo fiades our}

M; I‘mplt'impmplv. W yous dor't utielorstand another et sou wan ko, und the peeso doosn’t wans to come anta the sene
vt . -

I Df: wou e Jot ol proldem e the area?

{tpetades our}

B What ubypuse thone fuieods of youws sl wark i the seounity busiaes you montioued”
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G Geel i seheor muntr Klewrling, of “something” ek weet .50 niow, balle s&*daar is nie werk vitjulle nie”, Toe s& hulle,
nee ons sl e "paing”. He i >

1: En hiendie, b, dit was tot nie lnk gelede altmal wit mense wat luprgﬂowe het?

B8 Jan,

Ty Bo hoevoel julle s now..,

Fr Kyk, hier's nie swartes war hige bly nie,

i) hierid

e Net daar, in et dasd een huis [indicates a neatby honse],

I Dis net Rlesrdingr, miavar so0s ek 5o, ok het nie ‘n probleem mee n klewrting mie, Hulle Is, jy weety,

Gz Netfiese mensel

B: Netjies, en..,

3 *Don't wotry”, Jy kan by hulle buis eet it hulle borde uit, Toe drink, dis bk nieties. Tle wat Dierby onsbly s hwel
nergiies, Maar ek was g sie by hulle mar my een kind guan by die cen huis hier oorant,

FaJa, en hy kom hier na onshuls toe ock,

G: Hy's netjies...

Fr Net soos v ook, ek het *n vriendin, Allison, sy't sum met my gewerk torckin Jtﬁx.umcabulg s, Tloe wils 5 i
Florida gewees, Bk het elke oggend na baar hms rop g en ons het suin met hiar werls 100 gery, want ons hetal
e in Florida gebly, 79

G Nee, wel, hulle's...,

T2 Bnmet my Pase dood mssy ook by my pa sebegralnis peweesalles, Jy weer, onsbel mekaar sicu en s en hoorhoe .
gran dlit, e sullse goed, Jy weet.,..
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s o Wat is die verskil ma?

M: Die eon is'n bobojaan en die eon s wit! < <laughter>

I Ofiedhae 't verskil?

M i, wel hulle s hutle is < < 3 want lutle het nie ‘'n krooitjie nie...dis war hulle se. 18

s Muar die swarte, sy vel s nvaar vet swarr, en ons'ss s wit. '

M: En hulle’t biegjie lkop o Js*bietjie in die donkee.

Gt Nee man, .diar's tie., _

M: Daar's wat slin bs, maar Boe’t litle stim geword, wie'e hulle dim geuk - die wistes het hulle gim gomaak,

G:Jﬂ, r.mr.u‘,1 hous nnou o « chue fs alis - s bde sfimues van hulle, Ts mas die seeste v, die wat niog 0 die o1 Jowe se

4Nt volg 10g

M: Flulle s die swart..,

Gs Maar e fu vancag se cyd nie s duarslsie v heelle wat,..

M Hulle 8 mes, dis swartes wis mos eerste hierso op dievarde,..en voor aus. Dis wat hulle..,

G: Adam on Eva was die corste op divaardel

M Ja e hieatle s, fa e onthou biulle's., e hulle s die swarte was voor ons, D tyd hee hulle 'n speef gegee vir sewe
kaeciri', of wat, of tien koeds, lat hy howmself aier it die grieel kan sien dan is sy “happy”, Dan goe hy jou tien koele «vir‘n
spleet]

G: <hughs> '

I: T hioseleamy, ek dlink jv't ges halle was dom, ef cits,..b

M: Ja hulle’s dom, hulle’s plat koppe jng,.

<k Mater and exclamations >

Mid rishulle stim f. M uie almal nie,

G Bue vap hulle, imeeste van ludbe s Jhn, on Jwlle is, bulle's s, en halle's koot mense, s skoordn hulle's,.. notjies,
#le sal bafe vans e swart metiso se haise ingostce o ek sad chaar ' hoppie tee drink. Wint duaes “sasarres® van hulle new,
eruselfs die Kletinge » wlinad i, Hulle's “suan”, hulle's nejies in hulle hoise, Miar nou nle soos hierdie wat jy key,
wasuifh e *woery” nie oor ulle self nie, Jy weet, v du swartes, en daar's bale wittes, wittes is ool die selfde Jy key,
iy -akeyd, Jy key gosie swart mense, jy hry goele wit masse, jy kry Segtes, en jy kry...ons alimal is nie eeners niel

1 Mim, En 58 now, caar is selere vorskitle, meskien is hulle daimtnor of watookad, is dir omdat hulla so gebore s, of . {M
fwaghs audibly).. ds it omakat hualle nie, meskien by die selfide skole as ang was, en tle die selfide geloentoede geliad het,
21 50 39

FFe Jipeus Nee, di is defintiof hoon Soes ol se, hulle word mos heelremand anderse os ons grootgensaak en,.. kyk, vanclag het
dit helremand bogin vemoder, Kyh hndleisin i Hde skole ns ons now, maar die standaarde en goed het Laie g«.h‘aﬁ,
town dlis tyd toe o in die skool was, Bl aveen, s . var niow els, toe ok ap skaot was, D wais liote grand, en stancind
gmad; en Lt graad, on ol dasi goad, en. U weet, dic het holtenanl vorusdor, ek meens, toe ek op skool was, jy moet, jy
weer ol twvoe jou tale shug, vandag Is dit sie cers meer ‘n verelser nie hoor, Asjy eots v jou tile deuigs dan kan jy puaae
te miiiste, Jy seet, jy katte, <o e standaande het heltamaal pedal,

M Fulle'e dit maldliker gomads vieTwille.

Ty Die stangdwrcla her bale gediwl, 48

T Bu, waty hoa dink jy g dit wees its so vyltig/veentig Joar se tyd}

1 Ons hoop dit gaan betet gaan, _

e Dt i clar nute mead wip metse sied Kan i it net svared

¥ Ons hoop dit gaan beter, wang niks bet verander e, wles Is nsy nog die solfide,

I Ba, ditk Jy daaegian nie meer wit messse sees nied

M Flulle sal v uitvloel,..

Bt Neel Ons gran lewe soos wat hufie gelecf het...

M ulletee] daagliks subke honderde van die goeduit..,

Fs Bl #8 jort, ons gean lewe soos war hulle gedeot Tiet..,

M: Gns g mielie pap o0 gowd eer, hulle gran lelekor "chops” a1 elke ditig eet, Ons gaan bulle midie pap oorvat,

<Laughter>

Gr J, "n ens kan die verstaan, Kyk hulle woed opgelod, hafle doen vie wit e fnafe gaan die werke doen wae ‘n wit eran
0w vagda doety, e <23 58

F: En soas, us jy jou personeel waseel. 0% vant jou persaniee] nanet swirt wies, e 50% moet wit woes, Waar, onder andere,
jou ldgu-lin;;o en jou Indieers, en so an onder jou wit personed] gakluitier ward, So, loevee] work is diar oo vie wit
M

& M.,

G Jo wel el Jiet con dhg "t vron, syt fare gewerk by hulte werk - roe & ulle albetsal, Troo seel hulle nou weer wirk roesd
hoalle wir buaae *i5 jou vel ool T o0 sy*Nowy dis wit® Ton o8 ludle “Nee st da is due nie work vie jou nie®,
]:Jiluw
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94.  Appendix D¢ Sample Transceipt of an Interview with Family D

Grandmother 8 Fanily

G: w Graudimother (over 65yrs)

Bt w Pemnale (hoe davgliter « approx 23)
M w Miale (her sun »appox 2Q),

T: B, 58 niow, Isdhtars..vodd julle julle hoert aan 'n groep, & nou, wit mense. of Afitkuners of vits.

Fi Nes, Ons hoort niewan ‘i groep nie. Soos vt badod jy? Soas die AWB, en sulke tispe goed?298

1z Jo, nie noodwendig n bestande orgunisste nie, mar net eo et wie julle kletifiseer « & now % klomyp mensed So 13
eimand van Marsafkoi, en hulle st vir jaus“Lulster, Jy moet by jou mense gaued’, Waae g julle ies ot te gaan?
Gua julle by wie mense guan, Afrkauers, of net jou Eansielie, of ward.. OF & nou by va jou*Wiedsjon mense?” of

© *Wisa soont mens ds jy?* Floe sl jy meslim antwoord?...

P Flao ' wit Aftikaner., 307 <laughs=

I Ea dha as hy Jou v *Wat = dig”

F: Nee, ek weet nie wat sal ek vir hom sé nfe, {soft bwgheer]

Fs Neo, ek moet grart waar hulle tugsen die wit mense gaan hesw € <25 > LBk sil nie tussen ander mazse, 312

T B, ws ek now v, 8 noc as by s8Van wairaf ko dad mense? Weet jyojou voorvaders en .. Wie vael jy isjou
voorvaderst

s Jan Van Richeck

I En veor hom?

Fis Vaor hom,.vaar hotn weet ¢k aie, Sanghter]

§ By wat van w? {to grandasatherd]

Cir Jan Van Ricback, et “watever”, nee,

Fi Dls mos ons voorvaders» Van Jun wa Richeck b, ... Maar el woet nie wie nog voor dit nie..

G: Var dieministers of wat?

FiNel

Gt © nee, nee chin weet ek nie tuog van Van Riebeek en...weet nfe na font nie..,

T U, e was van ander Earopeeise lande - & o Holland, of Duitstand, of eits. Vool jy p ‘n manier bule is ook deel van
jou mense, of..ameskien deel van jou volk of s bulle beeltemaal anders?

T New, hulle’s ie heeltamanl @rdes nie

I: Wik julle, 5 nou vaa die Holkndse mense, is hulle meer soos jyr as wae ' e i

Q: Jl Holianders...

R Ja hulle's < <) 0 337

G: Hollandse niense...uh...

M: Hullé's die selfcte as ans.

G Umnuna, _

T U B nois weas van gelooft :

M: Geloof, ons alimal glo asn eety, en, een, cett God af, Dum niow, ander war okt meskien san cimand sudeiste glo..scas
Eiod fﬁ: no helrernan] vecnder Is dewr Sataniste en...goeres wat Tntle san bid en.aan glo. Altoal gio nou mar nie in

I'e g {11 .
I: Ja Um, want sommige v die Areikaonse mense wat ok tet gopnuat hot gest husbe dieks, & now, hulle is Afrikoans, of
mugul}_a’sw;t. e hulle is eindelik soas, wa, God het ars so gemank vir u posiale doel,..spesiade valk
of ty

1% Nee hulifs;d nie 5 ans is ‘nyesiae volls ale.,

I o jyr sl nie endlik sies jou geloof suee et jou ss.. en identieekd ...

By Nee, négun

I U, ot by, wat van julle vriende? Is die meeste van bulle wir, of ¢

P Ja, almal is wit. Soos ek now, jy weer, ok kommansikecr by die woek, ..ok work sam et ahd, Bk week by diebak,
K .

I Bovhoe vind jy dit ony met mense van arder grene te werk... s it 'n biet!'e moer*stressvol, of

T N“m

T Te daar Kleurverssille,, ¥

B Nee, nie'n prolleen nies Glad i, Byk ok werk sum met bnatbe ray ofis die, maae ok sal mie saap nset inulle
b, prartykie b, on, by diudte s oy kezior of 50 eles sk,

T M. So, <& iy, olina fule, waarsvdie verslil 58 niou, nvset ' wit peesen on i swart preco? Bk weet dit itk bate
stniks, want ok s wit® en ek weet ook viedivatwoord self. Dise ' v ok el bedurgg o jous koo to ook, By da e

"~ snie ' oeg of ‘n verkeend antwoond, s by i mae et s wat jy voel,
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nou , as Jy eimand ontmaer, kan jy gewoonlik, 6 as hulle wit of swart of klcarling, of eits i, sonder ‘n probleem... met
y ander woorde, ek vy, Is dit edelik convoudi om te siend
tJit

- h a..Ofmllm...ia...Ell meskil?n...

M: .. disbaie taklik om ce sien,
i:ﬂdie hare o die manter woarop bulle prat i3 ook selcer...
:Jilm :

T: Utn.,.en die ding wat dlic, ek dink, met Versvoerd, ek dinnk, ceel vt sy.., argument wag it God het ons eindlik sa
gemnaak, mes wiv velle, en meer ntelligent, en dani tepe ding, .cdinlc jy dit is dlie geval? Dat uns meskicn, 8 now, ditons
Cod se gekieste tas is of eits? 1 weet, wat Js die woord in Aftskaans?, die.,

MlJﬂ,m

1: God se“special people, or whatever you wane to call il"... chosen peopled

M: Kyk, as die here net r ex nasie wou geliad het sou by tiet cen erasie gomark. et Now hoekom oot hulle ou oncer
meleane gaan withas ar,. ussen wwit e swart en, o daal - dan jry jy nou weer ‘te ander nasie, S0 s swart en wit trow, din

) shep hy ‘nander nade, 49

It Jo

M: Die selide as met Wit e Indliver, of < ¥ g trow., Jyk almal van hulle se hate is swart, Party se hace Is redudik lig van
klewr, manr sy hare i« ne-3 swart,

IiJo

M: Dis ni ‘n blanke nasie nie,

I: Din's us dus "0 soort van ‘n sotide s mestse van verskillende msse gee 0 L, inmeng, soos, trau, ol

M o te rrou?

T ju

M: Ek dink so, Want ok mieen, toe At 'n vrou gekry e, hee by nde ‘n andler Klaur vrou gelid us wat by was nie, En olie

, here hcit sy ele riblie been gebruik om vie hom i viou te miak, so, it Is die sclfde « Jy kan maar se, die selfde lowr,

t Minm, 61

M Bk meen, dis logiesas fy dit so vat. Sy viou was 'nuded van o, so sy moes die selfde kleur gewees het,

IJnEn s&n;:;l? rnet tease wit nou kit gemeng het, wat nou klearling kinders hee « of weet jy van mense wat disal

M: Bl ken nie een van hulle persoantik nie, raaar el hiet ak gesiens, by winkels, en war ndle in die sigat Ioap...

I Bn hoe lyk fulle? Gewaonnlk, gelukkig, of meskien dat daar probleme i< Met ander woords ok vea, s neu as witen
swart trou, Jan hislhe il gelukleug wees of nie? OF dink jy daar gran delnetief probleme wees Iater s, meskion
met clie kincers...? : :

M Rle weet niiey, Jaar is sehoe 'n moontkhold s fudle gelklkiz kan woes, soos ek se, ok Jen div nim.parsocnlik nis, so ele
sal ne kan se, mwar dlit is seker moontik., 75, vaar kyk, f: gaan ‘0 Chiristen ongler trov met "o Modum, of et ‘n
Flindn, een van daal.. Nou cial Kleur versiil soos dag by nag,

T J. Is dhaar enige eits andors waarvan julle dink is belugrikd Soos ek se, liiendie 13 nou een van di eetste licere wat ek
on:krhg:ﬁwoer, ek proluer om 5o van 'n prent op to beu, Bk Ismos Engels ent ok stel belang in Aliifunse inense
S0 viows®, :

M Kyk, .8 11 wit vrou nowmiet 'n swarte trou, sy ket chiae by sy funiclie, ek weet nie of bulle it sal sanvaar nie, Party
sal seleer, maae dars anders wat dit wle s aanvaar e, Nou, iny ma leser nag. Nea as ol met'n swaet viou by my ma
aatkom, of by my famielia« hatle gran dit nieamvaar nie. Net so min s wat ek gun sanvaar vs my seau ier inloop
met "n swart viow: Dis plad nissunvaatbaar nie. _

I Asu niie cingee as ek eits vead., sonumige m nse.., het gesd as hulle 'n biade mool swart vrow sivt.,. dat hulle die kans s v,
us sy beskilbaar is, .. Hoe voety hiemor?

Wt Mee ok sal glad nle.clofinerief nie, Bk mecn, duats genoegy wit veauens waaru languan 100, . Ne oy mer ‘i swaree

. se o chans ko Jy viet 50 wel ainet Daar trou ek,

Je

M: Kk, chars gren aantrekkingskeog vir enige sware vrow. 59t geon mantrekkingskoy op my.

T Dink jye bl bs enellil weid, of bet bulle kioﬁfe of wak,.of s diy :fot dat jy sued niﬁuia‘f:g flit‘? g

M Glad nie, ek stel glad nie ekang e, B bes nog noois cen pesien war ek now inige gecigtes s oo ey,

1 Ok, baie danfie vie julle tyd, wrs, 120

[end of interview]
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B En warvan, sn 4, Jan Vi Riebeek en die Voorteekleers en dif hele dol van Suid Afrikaanse geskiedents voet u dis
dloeh v jont gesgledenis?

M Van Duitse goskiecdenis ?

I: Nee, net joune as...is hulle mesien, op jou nuse ki, 88 nou die mense van die Groot Trek, is hulle, st now, jou
voarviclers ook? '

Mi Nee, o sl nle so s nie, .

1 Bl vew net, want met baie Afrtknanse mense, as ek viw van dinge cor hulle voorvaders, dan s lufle Jan Van Ricbeek, die
Groot Trek, en hutle idenifiscer met ol pebeartonisse, die mense, <€ of s joune meer met die Duise of Ewropierse?

M: Nee, leyk, my voorauers het in die land i gekoun i 1800 vits, nou Judte het Suid Afrikances goword - ok is hier gebore
en is 'n Suid Afrikaner,.Qm eerlik te wees, ek kan amerent nie it Duits meer praae nle, ek praat Afriliaans,

I s jy n* bistjie Trits met jou pa gepraat, toe jy jonger was?

M: Jandtt it Vieystaas is los meerencleel Afvikaans, is ombrent al taal war jy proas daar, Bk hee partymial siet cenmaal in
die jate nocig gelad am meskien Fngels e pru roet elmand s probleme met sy kar gehad en by die gage gekom
et « en hy wus Engelspirekend » oz dit was meskien niet eenrnial 'n jae, Daar was ander Duitsers ook gewees, die
oucste eett ko nng met die own 5o “n bietjie Dudts praat, so op 'n manier, raar die ander praat wmal Afithaans - die
pa en diemia is duits, 547

J: Wat vans.het u kimders wat by die skook is?

M Nee, dlie jongste was dieeon wat nou hier whs,

T Hoekom ek vesy, i3, Toe sox jy 1 Liint voel as jy nou kitgers by die siool gehad het, torwyl dhar nou, s now, "n ong
swaet kindlers by die skool Is?

M:'Wel die mense wat netnou hier gelaap hiey, kyk vrocer jare was het jy vir skool geld betaal? Kyk wat moet Jy nou
DretaalJy mioes die sswartes subsicleer, want by beta nie, Al Ran by betad, by weier ner ectovodig om ce beta eu,
thath i, Soos hulle weier om water on Yigto to betaal,

1: Jo, charuamarke hulke dliv soker moafliker virainial wae wel betaal §

M: [, Yoy, ws by heonel toe gran, 8 now jy staue'ts duisessd van hustle hemel tos, lioe lask gaan dit wees voor hulle begin
arm omeevtede te wees, das bogin bulic o ook dur te begin toyitoyi 1? Dit is s0, jy <ol hott noolt teveede key nie, My
sit liowerste sonder werk, s om vir die selfcle salais te werk nshy <35>, Kyk wat now net in Gesiston gebeur hee by
cie i, 1200 soncler werk, hulle wou maer geld gehad het maar die myn kon nie meer betaa het « by sit Hewerste
sonder werk, Dit wys jou hoe ver dink by, Fy kon werk gehad het, iukotste gehad het, mane by wil mese gld b, Ely-
sl Jiewerste sonder ‘0 fodr us orn vir s silinis te work,

I Browetvan geloof? G jufle lkerk toe.,

M:Ja

I E‘L. is chaar switetes wiit by die kerk hywoon ?

M: New, vk, bate Dlaikes is dhar teen, Kyk, as hy “n Chiistor wil woes, by b een wees, en hy gaat kerk toc..en hy is
bereld ons met iy taal ' lid van ' Afrikiusse kerlk re wees, e hy praat Aftikaans, hy s psalmlic/gessamlik [3], on
by's n Chelstens » el het niles daarteen nie,

%\:{Eﬂ, s& now, ok divk y het gese, u veel v is‘n Afrikoner?

1 Jn,

I Nowt waz varr, ou’s char hierdie hele kwesie van Klousling Afrianers.in dic Kuap s novahulle s flle is ook

?frik.meéi'a..vwnul iy tiou halte fs op die salfde viidk 25 jouself, of is hulle manr ool Afrikancrs, maae nie int dis volle sin van
i woord ni

M As by hom kan gedrasuce, 'n Blanke Afrilsaner.can sal ek 5 ol sal smam mies hom Jewe,

< <End of Thpe> > <Couple futerviow: Side 25>

M. Maar oudor trou, glad nie, Bk glo 'n yiasic, ' anke mast. oot 0 blanke nasle bly. 'n Swaste most swars bly,

I: Nows, hoe bedoel u nasie? 18 I wanter sin ' siasio?

M Kyk, ‘b Wit man kan met ‘n Bngetse vron teau, of met i Duitse vea, of *n Haltuidse viou, of ' Franse viow - sy's
bl die kinders al bk svees» Ille gran nie basters swees nio, So dic Swart masivs, us hy onder schaar trow, dis
abyeler swvart nasie lulle Lyk budeesdien omtren alovd die selide, daaes nie ' verskil nie. .sware met swartes, 23

Tt Soos Khesas, Zodoes, ke seon, want hulle is die slfde mense, soos mset Duitsers on Engelse.,

M Ja, as hulle ondee mekotar trou, Bk meen, dis‘n wit nasie, « wit Iinders» jy i nie, Jdasterkies daanit key nie,

T wt vansominipe mense 88 olis baie modils ot te siet. e wister ras 't mets san hootn, Stetn u saam et dir, of dink
o jy o aleyd o8 s einand seeart, Rlewding, bluk, e so ang

MW, jy key Jipte Klowrbiang on Jy kry wat donkee is, en jv Kry wat swart ss.. Maan, a3 fy oo swart nasie var, en Jy kyk fwlle
50, bulle Ik vywaar fie seltde, Party se ous i e 'n Uietie plit as die avekor s'n,

I Jatasttaate o waant st nacnse s ety 08w i i 50 o sestlye jare, teens ofie tyd wak agarthieid eronstig Legin het, hlle
het tywow, ity podeots sous: liulle sie ‘o potkead it die metse se hare e as die aitval dr weet bl sy's wit, v+ dip
swartes 0 have Is Tunaileriy en iz potleod sa nie ult vl ern dud tivpe van ding..so hulle maes det toetse doett,Mite



97

F: Hy {her son] werk by die gevangen’s... Hulle wott hom reeds gesteck ract *n mes by die werks, Daar Is dit baje ,evaarlile,
Baie gevaardile, 322

T Wit van voor, st nou 20 e pelede? Foe was dit dus® What was it like under the previous Government? Did you feel
that it was vour gavernment ¢, ?

F:b;mzr kon jy grlewe her - Beterst « hahalial Nou is dit net relp en vethrgting, diefstd, hobos; Toe kan jy in die stad gebly

1

M: Mootd en doodslag, werkloosheid - Fulle beplan nie ' gesin nie. <22 Fulle dink nie dearaan dat die land word nie
m nie, die mense word meer, en cotbevolking, en werkloosheld neem roe,, i, dis logles, maar llle dink nie

' 1 e, . .

Fr B dan het die mense nie sonder werk gesit et daar was ie o hobos sie, vwineg, dertip jaar terog nie, Nou volop, riou’s
hy heel volop <>

M: Werklonsheid,., .

Fi Toe kon jyrog in diestad gebly ber, '

Mt Die werkloosheld, veral onder die blankses neem baie toe, Nou sk bulle ‘o swarte its - of by die werk kan doen of nie, 'n
swate most char wees. _

1: Eu o8 iy, In i tyd), cher wits mos ‘1 wit regring, daai? Now het julle gevoed die was jou regering wat jon belangselle in

- ngring gehad het,

T Ja, elnclelik ju, dit was ey mense, dit wassy regering, dit was £ry land grwees..tot dit nou begin het om 1 "mix” het,
Nou het ¢k nie 'n regering nie, sk het nie 'n wiclnd nip, s hot niks vie myself nie, Wane die blerrfe ding by loogs hier
langs diepad en se: “Ihullo miy lieling!” , <t >...

M Nee, Bk dink die probieem is ook, die wit mense moes, tee bulle dic kand fugekotn fiet, moes hulle die swarte o meer
geleer het, jyr weet, Blulle maes meer opvoediig sepee hee,,. 370

P . Maar ek dink hierdie probleme van ans het begia tos huile vir Nelson Mandul wit die tronk verfat hiet - et dinge
begio sleeef,.dis tog 5o, Avie mense prut daroor,

M: Kyk Verwoerd het die regte idee gehnd...voor hulle heim dood gemuale bet.. Kyk dual Swaete, eis sy I dad, en hy kant
l\lermzk in die Wit man se land, En die Wie man fean i caad fand gaan werk os hy wil, Maar, die Swarte lec sy el bad
on 5y ele regering, :

I Kyk wat het Nelson Mindela gedoen, s div vir howl Dit wasop die T'V gewess. ' Aucor veou bet vir Nelson Mandela
gebel en hulle het *n afspraak gereel, oo sy hane afiprle nagelsorn met, Nelson Mandeia, Eir dini Nelson Mimidel hes
vit baarn hele hals vol meubels met kos en good uit il Kuap gekoop, Nelson Mandela het dit vir e gedoan, Die was
‘n out vrou, sy was ins die tagtigs. Fy't dit vie haar gegee. Dy wasop die TV gewees,

M: Kyls, was sou goed gewetl het is 0 fodemsie vin state soos in Amerika, ..Die Xhosa sy eie regering, die Zulus, die
Blankes, Al die nastes, efke een sy ele regering, Dit sou gewerk het, maar hisrdie stotie!

1e Jo, Mimar hulle 8 vaniclag elur chiar geen verskl tussen die verskillende grospe, dit oy wimat die selfde it

Fi,Ons moet saam Jewe.Ja, ditis Jy's reg '

T Wl dis lmdgo;u-ekvm...ek wil net van mense weet, eatds hierdie verskilfe, Ousas wit mense, hos is ons anderse as die
SWILt Inense :

P Jy lkan nle anclers maak nie, jy moet s met hatte lewe, [y gian saan met hulle in 1 Lospitaat Ja, jy gman suen imet
frulle et in 'n vestaveant, Now moet one ulles deel

M: Kyle, dlie vershil is..ciie swatte sal jou dood stk vir 'n paar mad.

Be ..oar thie Witte nie. _

M Lant ele it 5o sted, hy sal jou keel afsny, e die klewr van jou bloed is <23 .2l het hy mieasiy elts nodig nie, Bn hy
by hler aun <23 u1lit is fnstink, sy narnes Kyk hoe mank hadle dioou mense doad, Nou as hy wil gian sted, as by
nau regtly werkloos is, ent by ly honger, hoekom neense sopr sad 2 dood ok nsliy nee wh sted), As hy by my hom
en1 by wil sceel, vat wae hy wil hunow hockenr mense dooed manle? Maaras hy 'n mesby hom het din gran by die
gebirurik, g hy ‘0 veaurwapor het diegnan hy die gebraik, of dit nodig of nle nodig is, hy sd hom gebiuik,

I Diender ding wat ek wil vnt.die ding van, s aou, van jou voorsdars- wie is ulle, wie-was hulle, en s jy torug gran
oortyden Jy dink wie die ceste mense is wat, s& nou, jou voorvaders was, Wanneer siljy st it het begiu?

M I:}ik_. mﬂ)éfgdzde patis gebore in 18-honderd en eits, e was sy 95 verarsiag in 1972, Now, sy pa, Bulle Tiet vart cuitstand

vier pekoire.,

T Jou oupa met ander woorde,

M Ja, hulle het in hiesdie lund bet hulle geveg hiorso.abiai tvd in die Bowrecngelse vorlog bet hulle goves hierso,

It Het jou pa wir Duitshnd gekom spesefick vie die oorog?

M Neg, hulle <>,

I Bn boo vood jy teenor i Dralesers, voed julle dit hualle v die selfde ras i, voe! julle n soar van identifikasie met Duitse
masy, of s Julle tesiwdorse us Alrilunerst 479

M Ble son se, o eersies vt die Duitsers is e et as wat Ateilanersis. Daar v corsfgille, maar oo en ded, hulle Is
soos Afrilsaers, s ool die ullwalers- hy's covadBi <35 Afrikager.
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house), jy hoor alles wat holle bierse prast, o]y hoor alles, Hulle staan hier by die busstop hier waar ék by, my kamer
venster is by dia busitap, jy hoor alles wi hudle daar proa, .

M Tog jy kry swart bure..,

i Ja, Jy Keyrartastice. sware bure dink el . . Wat baie nedies en vriendiik en nooi jou vir koffie en koekies en dit, maar
want die ander kant dewad Jy dan o en dan fs dit maar dart ‘n ander sake, 151,

M; Mitae bigtedieure,..

"~ Fa Woel HiercBenrea van Newlands, Clarmant f reg deue fohanneslrg stad to «Jis n helse dingenjiel Ek & vir jou,

M: Bk 58 jou, jy moet op party nagre kom haoe hierso, verdl op nawelse,

P il By onsisdir glad mie stil nie, Dit Is ok nou eerlik met jou, Dit is in hivsdic strane e stil nie, dit Is hieedie steaar nie stll
s, ooy i it chaaf stevak rife stif nie, Want jy weet prostes, wat hiee vorkant aangmn, jy weet presies war hier aanguan, jy
weet wat hior nangma, wat date sangian - all aver. Bk skt lior in die handjie van die pat. Ek weee presis, Van Maaudag
tot Sondig wees ons alles, Bk kan 'n book skeyf coralles wat hier aangaart, en wat hier l gebeur ook.

L En gebase~- ap ol die goed wot julle pehoor het, dink julle Indle is bude anderse as, sé now, wit tense, soos ons? Fulle
fewmmsrwyse, en hulle.,,

Fa ], ehe sal s hivile s ndersa ja,

1 Soos watter soort soedd

Fi Kyk, ek sl dic riou so ste). Bl gaan serlik woes met jou, Ek het nou die dag 'n swarte hierso by die pal geving hiesso by
iy bads; ens by wil sy “lallu® crirgehaad oo to pee, B by drink, en ek hot hom toevallig van clie hek of graien, miar hy
Liet myy nie gesien nie, Bn ek hey toce-afgehak en b het vir hom gese, listen here, this isnot 4 tofles, ¥you gota plepple,
£0 1o the tollet, Nou ja, hy’t toe hierso eaygedmud e hy toop aorkant iz die ander vrou se ek gestawn en pee. Toe kom
daai man uit, to dat by die swarte, Toe dog el tee vir mysdlf, siou lioekam slaan hy die swareman Asfy dis nood het
kan jy nou moet kyk, waar om jou nood i te haal, Bl meen, *n mens is maae ' mens, As jy dai nood bet ea jy kan
nie vl by ‘n toilet nie dan gagn Jy wagle waar jy Ran, Maar, jy woer hoe aldil is ‘norulls asjy geipippie gelos gee,
Nou wil hy hler seg voor my deuikom pippre..ck o loop, dis nie ‘n toflet e, . Hulluroct anderse wees, hulle aak nie
san clie wittes nie, goaine,

M Bierclis paut hierso, hulle daan geveeld wazer hierso, .

R Hier is dleal dieper ingecrek, jy rwik dit elntlik, hierso guan dit evot hierso -jrg!

T: Hoskom®,.. Is daar bais mense wac In hisedie area bly, of is dit net int die stad?

F: Nee, ag Fere mas, asjy weet die stvartes wat hiet bly, Gaan hier op, gran hier of, gaan kyk hos lyk hndlle,

i [ﬁsksnﬁmt ctime in thearea .

P Jn, Flere sy, hulle steel 'n mens bankrot hievso, Ben more vioeg het hulle by die neibouss ingebreek, Hulle Lot
jewellery en klere en poed gestost, Die drie swirtes het nuwe jaste aangebad, Dle eienuar het vinuig op die wadkistalkie
die paliesie goroep, Die poliesie her hulle et hier by die robote gekeur met die klere, Hy'd die son kaffee se broek
afgeceet, toe gee ly hom 'n klap op die gae, Toe hot hnslle al drie vau dbe swartes gavar en in die bioot van die policsie van
gesit, In fie ooe hoon

k<> : .

P Ju, i dlfe kar iy die boot, Hy keer hulle voar, net hier,

I Julle is gelukig] Gewvoonlil ko div diewe weg, selfs roep jy diepoliesie..,

Fi Ja baie kom gereeld helma voe, Flulle et nou, ' rukkie terug,.. mase wat ek nie kan verstan nie, cen and toe kam ons
tetug die mense hier langs iy hee gesd - bulle shait nooit hulls voordeur - cis die mense wat die tatoos op mense wiiwerk
»hulle's gawe mense, stil menss, menshoor hulle nis, jy sien hulle e, Ja osar tae 8 hy vie s ‘n swarte klop op sy deur
enloop in sy huis in, Fly via vie die kaffir wat wil hy I ...hly kyk die soulieie so. Die lalfle s by sok sy vriend, Toe
staant iy vir hom ocr dic hiek, Now ks wat in die g alleen i en die man werk, nou dit gebour hekler in oie dag ook,
Nou 8 hierclie ou ja, as die volgeade kalfer 2ecer kom, dan gian by sorg cae by besig lsmet sy veow. Jaat i swarte
horw kan siea™ Iee dis o lelike aren hierdie, g, jy kutinic eers dorp towe gran aie. Nou een cig ook suur by [her
Luband] my bans toe, en el verloor 900 wnd] Maar# iy beursia, ja, dis my rent geld, nnar hy't swates wat ook vir
hom weerl, mane ek weet nie wat het mes iy gebeur nie, Bk her om div hodk gekom, ek "ot my hrand fn iy sk et
om die doutels te key on seker die boursie laat val, Hier kom die shop ou hy roep mevreu meveon mevrod’ mar ek
hoor kom e, Tee ok oor die jud gaan toe kom hy, hardloop by en tilk my op my skouers, B via vie niy®meviou is
dit jou beussie blordio?™ Bn ek s8, T lore warAey jy hom Hy &6 Iry’e hom diar by die dour opgstel, Bk kyk so,47 sy
elch, e my id broek, Toe het ipnike gevat e, Die wys jou et wat se navie dit is. As dit ‘n swarte was dan her by dit
gevat. [y het die becsie, dic bockel weg popoo en dlie geled govat!

T Het julle colt gedink om die fand te verda? .. As dige rerig dep word?

1 Ja, by wil plattelancd voe gaan, Fly wi duar gaan boes,

M: By bevdae] die lnd verlaat.,.

1: Bavigneder plek busite SubchAfrikad

T Neg nie sommer ssie, dis nie die movite werd nie,

o < Pintsed> > [Sor arrives and stuys briefly, 300)
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