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3. Rationale for the research

Existing theories of prejudice and racism i\PPC,\r to have had little or 110 effect in

combating 1"'c1'l1l1 and prej\1dic~' in societies around the world. According to Vim Dijb:

(1987), ritdst presuppositions and goals still inspire much m\'lk'mic work on ethuie groups

and l..ace l'cl.\lioll';, for instance, in the denial of ell!' structu: al nuture of racism ill s()dt~ty.
He argues that because most of the research conducted to date ignores this impcu't.mt level,

it: leads to the confirmation and reproduction of the subtle racism that permeates ,\11soeial
luvl'ls:

", .. 11-<)(11t1w lk\'LSioll'i, Ilrtiom, ,uld tU\('(».II',WS of lht' f:ovt'mm('1lt OJ' thl' It'gbl'lti\'1'
bll\lk'sllhrou!~1 t11(1~'of tilt' i,ui(l\15 itmit\ltiollS, such iI.'I t\illMillll, 1'('!'(\ll'dl, thl'
llH'dtl, h(,,(lth, the polin', til(' \\lUlt~, ,mdhlid,ll ,'g('lIl'il'S, aU til(' W,ly down to
t'\'(,lyd,ty illt('I!U'tinll, thought ,uld f,UI. (Vim Dijk, 1987, I1P 14.1[».

I Ie points out that thes« areas art' nih'll n'g,wd('d ,\S iwing too suhjectivt' by social
sci,·ntists • the Wl'y individuals who ought to ill' swdylng .mti critidsillg these phcnouienu
(V.m Dijl~, 19H7, PI' 14-tCi).

There is also ;\ g.\p in the exist111gbody of .t'esl\u'ch that Ius rl.'1>1lltedfrom the

domlnance of tht! cxperlmcmcl tr.\dition in the discipline of psychology. Sampson \\1'gucs
th.\t the mol',' recent p,u\,digms (such .\S discourse .U1"lysis) luve led to .\ realisatlon th.\t it
is nC~'('SS,lryto S(\u'{'h for the h.lSic Pl'OCI.'SS(,Sth,lt lie beyond individuality and human
,\\"'''U'('tH'ss· ,lr"t {Iut of which the indivldu,\l as such is constitut('lL Om' of tilt' HUMUSb}~

which one is "ble to 'lm,lin this go,,1 is to illl.\1ys(' l.UlH\\"t.;cand symbolic pr.wticcs (S.unpsoll,
1989, pp G.7), This stuti>' f('l'l'l'Sl'llts an ati.l'!l,pt to build 011 studies sach .\S tho: t.' conducted
ill Nl~WZe,ll,lud by \\f('tlH'l'~'l1 &, POUt'!' (1992), the Netherlands and the United St.\tI.'S (V,m
Dijlt, 19H7), 'lpplying thww ideas to ,1Im\,l situnrion ,mti preble n in the South Afric.lll

"ont~~xt,

lIill"llYI much of thl' pn'vio\\s ':ot'k done ill till' ,\i'l',\ of race relations partlclpates

in l'ill"1l(·ip,\tOl'Y. UWdt'l'nist diM'Otu't;" The!,l' studies mu,l1ly offl'l' to g(ll' to tho 1'001S of

mcism 1;1\'h,lt it can tw dimin,\tl'd fl'lltn slldnv ttl hduH ,\bout gl'l\\tt'l' freedom and
l'QU,\1ity. This study, Oil til\' mht,l' haiul, will Mlll!;l'st th,n l\wbm .~ strueturrd into th~\social

hudy ill sueh .\ wav tlut m.l1~llsthis imlltlS\ihll'l Hiv('u the l'l>illlinH c(jnngUl';~ti(\ll. It SUppOl'ts

.( v.tl'it'tY of ;:''<1hut ions ,11111 pl'.\l'tkt\~1 pl'rffll'lllilllt (wt.lin lwy functions thnt maku it not
nnly .\11 inilisl'lln~,\hl!' pal! ut' our idv1uitil'!h hut ,\\so an iUllisPl'U'l,thl,' p ut of the way th.\t
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gathered, the exact nature of the problem under investigation became clearer and it W,\S

found tIl.\t ,\ mere descriptive study would serve 110) real useful function. After n11,the
widespread employment of phenomenological research techniques during the apartheid

ye.u's seldom led to any coucluslo-is th.\t could undermine the logic that underlay tho

system and pl' .ctices that were dominant itt th,tt time, of tell merely rel'rmludng them. It

was recognised th,lt ,\ firm conceptual and theoretical foundation W,lS required, but one
th,\t W.IS itself not already implicated in the dominant discursive formatious, The discourse

analytic approach offl'rl'd its{'lf .IS a means for overcoming m.my of these shortcomings, ,\S

it provided a theoretical set of tools th,\t enabled 011e to view the research phenomena from

,\ perspective that is outside of their own £1'.\111eof nference fi yet without the illusion and

pretence of scier tifk objectivity.
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2. Aims of the study

The main ptu'P()Sl~of the study 'W,lS to examine the ways in which the p,utidp.mts
presented themselves in relation to questions put to them about their daily lives, This was

to establish the extent to which raciul constructs f.ml1ed part of thdr idl·ntity. These r,ld,i1

I'Ol1St1'l~CtS would then be .uhllysl'd ill terms of tlll'il' relation to broildl'l' cultural, ethnic and

notional Identities. 'I'he analysis would attempt to demonstrate thl! 111;\11111.'1' in which these

r.ldal slM·l'epresent.uious both depended 011 and supported broader soeiul, economic and

political structures.

Another stroug motivatlon W.lS ttl provide a response to some of the existing
tht10ri(1S that account for the rise of Afr;k,\lwl' nationalism .U1d .he apartheid state in terms

of.\ class-based explanatory ft..imcwork, It W,\S fdt that these ~'XpI.U1l1tiOUS tended to be

oV('l'ly l'll{hll'tionisf, l'dyin~ 011 assumptions th.lt cssomiallscd 01' over-simplified complex

webs of events IUld hitoricnl pnlCI'SSI'S, For example, ,t grossly simplified verslon mi, ut be

described ,\S follows: UWhitcs ucted in accordanee with their position ,1S members of ,\

1'\\lillg class and developed it l,.\c1.11consciousness that W.\5 used to justify and lcgitim'ltl' the

uuequnl allocation of l'I'SOUl'Ces,and to cntrcncl; their privileged position ill society." This

type of expl,uh\tion often tends to suggest th,\t the Pl'OC{,SS was governed pl'im.u'ily by

economic I>elf·intl'rcst • and \h.\t, nside from. th,\t, there were no other signific.Hlt factors

th,\t played .1role, From this follows the notion tIl.,t racism is ,\11 h'mtiollal stmtl'gy, ,\

1\~gl\tive idcolog}' that call only be properly understeod in terms of the class St1'\lg~11l"

It was Edt th,\t these approacues overlook ., mnub(.'l' of importan; dimensions, This
l'cse,\\\'h represents .\11 .\ttl'mpt to t'st.lblish their nature \Uld to deconstruct some of the

ideas and concepts tlll\t are ofren taken for granred in 1'(,S(I.\1'"h In this 'h'(',t. It was thought

th,\t 01lC of the many possible St1\tt~'gh's might be to show the existence of ,\ logic behind

the SUppos('(lly i1'l'.ttiolli\l r.\dSt bdid's and actions, '1Iuu is. w attempt to identify factors

0111(11'than class that lUily have pbYl)d ,\11 impOl't.tllt role in tIll' rise of thc \\l'.\rthcid state •

und to do so in the light of the recent thl'()l'(\tk ..il advances in (,t'itit',ll tlll'ory that provide an

insight luto the existence and l\ll1rtipning of uther l't:'btiwly autonomous elements thar

were Pl',..-viously 1'('g,mh'd ;ISlwing mere :mpt'l'su'uctur.lll'dh'ctiollS of till' material base.

The research W,lS nriniu.,Uy intended to lw phl'uom('ltolngk.\Uy grounded, using

l'thuogt\\phk research tl'dmiqlw/i. I It 1\Vl'Vl'1\ dU1'lng the time th,\t the d,ltol W.IS IwiuH
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Ahhough raeism ilH~lpl't'judkc wert' not ,11'('.15 th,it Fmw.mlt himself focused 1)11 in

his many studies, his concepts of discourse, power-knowledge-truth ,11ld the subkl~t i\1'"

important tools th,\t can be employed in au analysis I)f th!.' dynamics th,\t underlie this

transformation of till' sodo'pnlitic,\l bmlsl'.lll1l. This is panieulsrly true where his ideas .H'(·

\\ppli('d to quesrions of idcntity .lUli sllbkctivj1Y ••md tlwi1' rl'1.\tioll to broader discurslv« 01'

Ideological formations, 0111.'striltl'gy in tlns din'cliou would b~ to estublish the manner m

which the present practices (f;udl us ilffil'm,uive action) produce new forms l)f subjectivity,
and with t111.'111new relarious and forms lIf domination, 'while promising to lih('l\\t'J ,Iud

hing .tbout ,1 more (lg.ditttri.Ul, cqu.tl'OPP0l'tllIlity sodety.

1'0 do full justice to this ~'udl',tvo\lr would lw beyond the scope of this rescarcl,

project, hut the basic concepts could nevertheless lw l'rmh1l'tiwly employed in it limited

orca to shed some lighr 011 801111.' of tilt' meelunisms th,,~ ,\1'0 in opt'r.ltion I1t pmwnt. \\thik·
Foucault usn.dly pl'(·fm'l'c.'d110t ttl he P!'tl~('1'ip' ivo, t 1ll'I'I' W(I1'(' 1l(·v(ll'tht..tessmOllll.'l1ts when
he did so l"mtio\1s1y, such .\S in th~ following quote:

"M"ybl\ the t,Hlll't llt)wild,IYS is 11mto diS\'Owl' \\h.lt \V~are, but to !'('{llse wlnt Wt'
are, We h,IVc to ill!;lr,iuc iUld to build up wh.lt w(' eould be It) g<'trid Of[.I] pl.llitil'\\l
'(k)ubll' bind,' whkh is the simultaneous individlMlisation ,Iud tot,diZiltiQll of
1II0d(,111 power 5tntl~llrI'S, The eoneluslon would 111'th,lt the politk.u, t'lilictl, sod.II,
philmtlphk.ll problem ot O\lt' d.IYsis not to try to llll('l\lt(l tht' indi\'idu,l\ from tit\'
5t.ltt\ IUld from th" st,nes imtit\l\ions, but to Iibl'l\\UI \IS bmh from tht' ~t.lt(' lind from
the (yPt' of illdi\'idll.lli~!ti{ln whkh is Iilll\('(l to tht' ,\talt'. \Vt' h.l\'t' to promott'lWw
forms of Mlbj('Clivity throul\h nJ'u.,,\! \If this kind of individuality which h.1Sb(,(,ll
illlpos(\i (ill us 1m' 5('\'1'1',11!'('llluries" ((iOUI'.IIIIt, l'it('(\ iIlIMlino\\, 1991, 22),

This study alms ,tt g,li'" 'lg .\ better ulldcrst,mdil1g of the complex fl.'l.ltiollship
hetw('('tl the subjc,~t posltions adopted by the l'artidp.Ults in the Interview sl'uings and

bro,ldcll' sm:i().{~C{)1l0111:,;' mstitutions, such as p\\trh\fchy, c.\pit.,Usll1, racism and g(lmtt.'l'

oppression. An \\ut.'mpt will be ninde to dvmonsu ..ue the subtle '''ill'S ill which subject
positions and identlties .11'C"lWlll'S imhl'it:,md with f01'('l'S of power and control, in th,\t

they have PO\Wl' dft.'cts even when tlll'Y ,\t'l' seen ,\S nemral 01' llon.idm)h>gk.ll by those
who live through them. It is Pl\'dsl'1y this illusion of ,\ l1l'utl'"l individu,\l identity th,\t

disguises the f,let that this tYPl~of suhjwt is fomwd through (mkm) relutious of domination

and pOW('1" such tllilt it becomes yet anotber ('OHin a V.1St m,whillc that pl'odm~t's .md

reproduces itsdf thn~\lgillmt tit" sO~I.\i hody, SlllUl' of tll(' Will'S ill whieh this m'cU1'S with
l'cgard to race will }1J. ('x.lluillt'd ill this study.



verv diffl'l'('nt to the old in coutem and fU1ll'tlOll u but th,tt th.n i ower is llO'V ('x. 1"n ••xl in .\
diffl.'fl.'llt form,

The question might be thus f01'!Unl.\wd: In wh.n W.1Yh.lS tIll' shift to an ostensiblv
non-cnercive, democrarie form of govcrnmcut [,ll'ilit.1Wd, or necessitated this extensio» and
legitim,ttion (1f 1'.wi.\1dis~tml'sl'?A tt'llt.niw Foul.'.mldhm l'l'~p(msl'would lwdl,\PS he .\long

the lint's S\lggl'stl'd in Piseipliui1 and plluish (l'oucault, 1~)77) N}Wl't· it is shown th,\t ,t shift
occm'l'l'd from .thllut the middl« of the 171h century, whereby I;m'bl control was no longl'l'
llhlint,\illCd hy rncans of brute force and physie.tl coercion of bmlks (rlym'$sivl' p: 1\\'(\1'), but
rather by means of .\ complex weh of self-surveillance .Uld confession- what Fmtl'.\\11t terms
diSCtplinl1~'" POW!.!l'.

Simil,trly, OUl! might tll'gm', it sluft h,l5 \.11..t'11 pbt'l' in South Afrie'l "l\l't'by the
r.\chl (~omp.1rt'twm,\lis.ltionof the popuh\tion is uo longer l,ffl\'tl'd througl; ,\ coerciv« sl.\H'

(L')wrcising power from above), but l\uhl'l' tlu']llHh the sdf·;,Ul·\'('ilLmce and '~Ollft'sl!;nn
1'l'.\ctisec! by the 1'01'u1a.1011in gl'uel'.,l (from below), POWt1l'11(\ 10ng(l1' lns , molar l."lltl'(~
th,lt r,tdi.\tes outward W encompass all, but r.lther is exercised at the local, capillary levels,
Of (,OUt'SL\ it is impOl't,Ult to note th,n Foucault's writings ill this ,\t\,,\ WN'I.' specific 'to
difft1rt111C'l'Sin the (lxl'l'cisl' of POW('l' between the Chtssk.l111ml Mod('rn cpisu.mu:s. Thus 111
.lp,\rthdl.l South Afl'il',\, ,\S repressive .18it was in tn.my ways, one might ,lf~Vll' that th\.'
primary exercise of 1'0\\'('1' W.IS also eonducted thl'ouUh disciplin,lr)' tr.'dmotogy. It if;

thc'rt'£(ll'e recognised th,u the ,m,\logy is l"·l'h.,ps an overstatement, ox even mis-
n'l.H'est1Ilt,\tiOl1of Poucault's intentions. This study will examine the {}xtt'nt to 'which power
OPt.'l',\tI.'S ill South Afdt'tm society .,ccordillg to the disciplinary technological appar.ans
outlined by FNlc,mlt .\.'1 h(lillgtypiclll of Hwdl.'1'1l soeieties. The "new South Africa" can thus
be l't.'g.mil'd as rc,pl'CSelltillg ,\ l'cfim'nwnt of this technology, ,\ud ,\11 extenslon of it into
,\re,\s where it was 11m able to penetrate previously, It is .dsl) importallt to not~)th.lt many
of till' fl',\tlU'I.'S of a repressive power ,\Pp,u",tus were l·Kl.'rd~t'd concurrently with those
associated with i'll.list'ipliu.u,}, o\l'P,\t\\t1\S in Sllnth Afrie.t. This study does not SllHH('st that

the interview ~l.\tI'sUl'pOl'tS the view 1 holt dtht'f of the above tl'~'hnologi('s of P()WlIJ' are
domill,\1lt in the Smull Afl'it"\11couteet, hut l..\th~lr th,\l Ft)umu1t's concept of dist'ipliu,lt'Y
power .Ultl its 0lwl',niotl ill mlldt'l'll societies can be usefully l'mph,y"t_l illo\ll,\lysing till'

functions and dh,\,ts of till' talk didh'l! III tll\' iutl'l'Vit<WS,



7

1. Introduction

Dt·sfute the IT(~I.·ntabolition or aparrheld an.l adoption of .11l{lW constitution tb.lt

pl'Ohibits discrimination on till' grounds of race, creed, gender or sexual orienration, it is

clear t11M gl'ller.\tiollS of enforced 1',Hi,1 S('gl'l'g,\til1ulhw(' Idl: their irnprlnt - and tht' deep

,;;lloul'·basnl divisions in South Afril'.\t1 society remain. The prevailing view of the situatlon

1 ,bt. SOh 11Afdc.\ 1!1moving ,\\Vi'y from lming it l'Ilc1st society to embrace non-racism.

However. Fouc.\\\le, commems 011 the "SCXU,l! revolution" may be productively employed

here. Instead or i,b.mdouing racially tli·filWd c.\teg"ris,\tions of groups, t11{'system of tad.II

c'ltcgoris.\tion m.,y he \\l'sul.'li to have been extende], Tilt! overwhelming majority of ~SOU"Ll
Africans now willingly embrace the new system of racial self-disclosure that is required to

Iacilitare the .tffiml.\tive nction polices and quota systems now being implemented, One

m,\y draw the ,millogy further by st.lting thilt there hits been an cxplesion o] discourse

llhemt race, and l,W1>llmatter, • it proliferation ,\ 'd multiplication of discourses sU1Tuunding
the topic. Like sexuality, the concept of race h,\s been shown to have ratlier dubious

scientific status, and docs not necessarily exist <1S ,\!O object of nature that should he the

proper focus of Ilt\ldy.

Much pl'eV10tJSresearch done in this .tre,1 could 1", argued to havo had the cfft'rt of

('utl'curhing the notion that h',~CS, cultures and 1l<1ti0l1S are an Importnnt foundation to our

being, \\1'(\ entities th.n: have an objective existence ia nature, are UUiVCfS,lUy applic.lbl(.\ and

Immutable ••md are thtln·fol'c valid objects of stud:r. For cx,uu:,ll\ awn studies conducted

to refnte .he clahu th,\t rhere are tligllifil',ult diffl't'cflces between the respective rud'll
groups, nevertheless continne to opemte on the assumption th.tt there are, in fact, st'p.u ..ue

l\\ch\l groups to bt'gill with. 8\1Ch studies provide s.:icntific justifi,,;,u()u and mouvation fOl'

cX\lluding the l'{\d"l g.\Zi.l, and application of the l'i\;i,\11cus into iU'C,lS thut W{'fC formerly
not considered til be 1I'gil'iml\H' (thanks to the i.\ile,t hegemony of the \\pimhdd smte) by

the m,tjority of the Sonth African pnpn!.\tioll. Fonm1'ly, the prevailing view (outside of

flovt.'l'llmt,.'llt and l'ight.Wltlg circles) was th,\t race 'W';\S of 110 relevance to OUl\'S \\hilit,r to

work for org,mis,\tions, hold positions of rvsponsihiliry, study ,It institutions, conducr one's

business ,\11,il's, euter into i\ personnl relationship, and so on- and should ho ihandoocd

altogether. It could however be lll'gUl'tl th.n the lWW snl'i"l onler in South Afl'k,;\ is not .\t ,,11



6

List of l'ahlcs:
TABLE OF PhH'l'K'll'ANTSof< , , , , 32, ..
1'AULE 0[/ l'AR'I'IClPANTS' RJo:SPONSES TO TlW Illl!,STlON; "WIlAT IS i\N Af:RIKi\NER1·.~" AS
'fAilLE OF GIUHVANCl\S. PASTINJUSTWI·:S. TllllF·\TS 'j'(l'l'lm V( II.K. " ;'\~
C( lI>lNli (lP TI m TRANS(.'R1I'TIl OF TIll \ RH'( lRI ml) INTl·:H'imWS , 105



5

Table of Contents

1. INTROl) t1(;1'IONu.un" u.u un..u uH ' .'u ..".u u u '..uuuunut , u- U7Ufff

2. AIl\lS 01,1 'rII~!S'I'tlDY u " u, .. , J u u'u ..unU:"~.utun.uHhuH uu uulU ..

3. ItA'fl()NAIJE ron 1"'IIERESEAlt(~IL,HfuH"", .••u.#tu.uu..*u.uu fUtlHu uhtt lu 12.

4. LITEHA'l'URE ltEvIE\V AND TIU:OIU:'l'ICAL GROUNI>ING , " t.t
4.1. DIWINITION (W Ti\RMS: RAt'F.IUs, CUl:nllm ANI.' NATION lJ.
4,2.l.lTER!\,flIRE IU:VWW IINI) IllST(l!!IC'AI. ('()NTHXT ,, 11. ..
4.:1. TllE(lHHTlCAI GR(){lNl)INU , , 22 ..

4.J.1, 1tl('IIIi1I' , , , 2.2. .
4.3.2. Subj!'ct /'O,l'l/iClIIS , ,.,., "" 2i ..
4.3.3. J)/,\·COIllWt' ', , ,"" , , , ,2,0/. ...

4.4. ADORNO ANlllI()IU~limMI'It'S VILWil ON Rt:I'HFSHIOl-; ,\:;JJ) PRFJl !llll'l: " " , 25
.5. I\-tIl~'tll()DOI~()(;.y•••uf.u .. ufjJ..,u.uUUt.,.,flffH'u .. h.u ••u,u ,tHu .. H., ", tu ,,, uuu .. nuu 3.1.tt

5.1. RI'.Sl~I\RCll TEl'l INIQI lES , "... .. ., , , " , , ,., :'U..
S, I. 1. ,1.,'elt!f'tiIJll c{f'P(lI'fidpCIll(,I· , , " " ,,, ,,,,,.3.1, ..
S.l.:a.lull'I·I'/e\l'.I' and Open-I'illled lj/l('.I'I/tll/llllil'l·s " ,.., " •• 32
~,1.3.(ill'oI('lle 1hpc.lj lhlll,\'C'l'il'liolllllld ('otlillg "" " " " "" 3(,

5.2. DATA INTERI'IW'J'ATIIlN! DlSC()llHHH A1;o'i\1.YSlS " , , .. " " .. "." ", , ..37.
5,3. PR()IlIJ\MS EXI'ERII':Nl'FI) WI III ,S'l' CONm IU'INO TIm RFSEARC'II.. .. , " " 3,1)
'\4. ETlI[('II\, lSStlHR "" , " ' """" ,, .. , " , " .. ,,, 42 ..

<i. RESEAIl.(~lt l~rNDINGStiu.H.Ut' .... II .... " ........ uu...'H..... ufHftu.uuHfu ... uu .....u .... jlftu ..... uuun .. "" .... ;U.hUt' ......... tltS ...
(j,1. IlmNTITy ; " , " ' " ' " 115 .. ,

6,1.J. it )J1l,l'1I/\'(' ]),1111/([1111 tlj'.VNktllll'l' Idellff(v? " , tlS
(I. I,;]. 4trlkalll'l Idl'lIti(v (1.1' ('OIl.l'(I'II('il'ci , "., 51).
6, J ••~•• '(lNkl1l1l'I' IdL'l1f/h ,;,\' ('(1/1,1'{I'I/('{<'1I 11111(llN('{'I',I~I'i(II., ." "." " " " " " ,.5.1
6.1.4, .'{INkulI(,1' IcI(,/ltI(1! 17,1' 11I1'('lIlt'lIL'd, , " .. " " 511.
(/,}.5. UIIJAJNkwlI'l' lIS "P{'IWt"~IIIt'd':" " , ,,, , ,, ,, S,;.
6.1.6.l{lNJ.:mll'l' Idl'lIli(p ON"1118(" , ."., ", , " " "" """ ,, 6J...

().2. MOI>FRN SOtlTIl AFlllCA: TlIH Nmv VIITlllI.Ow soinn AI:Rlt'c\ " "." .. (jI~
6.:'i. pmK'l\P'I'I(lNH (lIIINTFR·RACIAL tvtAl{HIAtli\ " , " " .. " " " ".' ,.,1)9,.
(iA. BLAt'1\. A'I'l'ITtlDEH AND UmIAVIOllRPl{FHENTlm AS PRtlll!,m,[A'm: ,•.. , .. " ,., , 7J

6.4.1.lJIacA;~ (IS (·IlUllI/la'. il'l'C',\l)(IIISlblt', t{''lIl'lIdall1. cfl'.I'/I'lwt/1'(' mu! dmlg('r!lIl.~ , " ..::'4
(j 4.2. J1l1lC'/.: ('11/1111'" ami hi,11W:V as d<:fi'('IiVl', [1I/f'klVarc/ ami o\'(tI,I!,1l11l1t , " " " " 8J ..

7, C()N(.:t ..{lSl()T'{.,.uu ..u H tuu..Hf uu.."..u~u.llunntt ..HHu t HuUtU.Uuu uU..UU H"tI.U."i ,SG ...

8. DIDT.cJI()(;I{/ ..PI1\" ••u'.u ... n ... tt~ .. uuu .. u ••••,... u.t .. n .. u.n'ul.t.~ttl .... uIHn.H~.uU .... UttttHUU .... UU .. "U .. U .... UhUU ..... U, • .'JJJ, ••

9••\.PPI~NI)lXll~S,tu ..... uuut" ... U •• UHUH ..... ' .. n" .... itHUUun" .... nunu" ........ Ut... , ....• u, .... uu ...... u..u"nu ..u.... nuu .... ul ..~Jlu

9.1. Al'l'FNIlIX A: ()l'l~N·l\Nlll\1) I,lt I(':Sl'IONS t ISI:I) ,\S 1\ m 111mIN TIll, IN'WIWII\WH " ,.. ,,, ,, .. ,,!}j
9.2. ApPENDIX U: VAN f)1.lK.'S LIWFts' IF DISt'oIIIUi!'. OIWANIS,\'l'!IlN " ", " ,,!13
9J. Ai'l'FNlllX C: SAMI'W TRANSCIUI' I' (IF /\N INn:I{VII'\V Wl'l'II ('001'1}: C "" .., ,,, "' 9.5
1).4. Al'PFNIlIX I): SAMl'I.l': TR,\NS\'!UI'!' till ,\N INTFlIVIF,\V WITH FAlin!.)' D , " "" .." " lOO
I),S. Al'l'l\NllIX E: SAMPLE 'I'lt\NSl'({ll'l' of AN IN1'FR\,WW wlTn M,\N Ii " "" 1.0:1
I).CI, Al'l'FNIllX F: {'oIlIN(l OlinII' 'l'IMN):(,IW'IS IJFTIIE Rn'Www INTFRVIlWS " " , " ..10.~



4

Acknowledgements
I would like to thank my supervisor, Estelle Zietkicwicz for the support,

encouragement and advice I received while conducting this research over an extended
period of time, 'I hanks also to Martin Te1'1'''~l",,(.l'rJ and Dr Susan Van 2yl for going over
the draft version of this research report for Ill". Their suggestions were invaluable. I would
also like to thank Professor Reingard Nethersole for the excellent guidance and insights I
received in her Adorno-Horkhcimer reading group, as well as for her advice on the final
draft of this report. Lastly, I would like to express my appreciation to Hannes Louw fur all
the time spent 011 this project over the past fifteen months.



.3

Declaration

I declare that this research report is my own unaided work. It is submitted ill

partial fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Arts by coursework and

research report in the University of the Witw,\tersl'\'lud, Joh,umesb\lrg.l1' has not been

submitted before any other degree 01' examination in any other university.

Signature of Candidate: ...................... ,,,; ,,..,. .~-:".'"'''--'''.-~~ .....~~,.~.."•.-,_.

Brynn Binnell

Supcrvison ...... "' "" "' ",.

Ms. E. A. Ziutkiewicz



2

Abstract
This research project set out to explore the racial identities of a selected group of

South African whites who were Afrikaans-speaking, Unstructured, in-depth interview

techniques were employed, in which the conversations with the participnnts were recorded

and transcribed, These transcripts were then subjected tr) a discourse analysis, whereby any

possible effeci s and functions of the talk were examined, A number of theoretical

approaches informed this task. These included Foucault's concept of discourse and his

account of the functioning of disciplinary power in modern societies. Adorno and

Horkheimer's ideas 011prejudice and racism were also found to be of t;!C,lt relevance to this

research, as well i1S Altlmsser's formulation of the concept of ideology, ideological state

apparatuses, incerpellation and subject positioning. The relationship between psychic and

social structures was also explored in the light of Adorno and Horkhelmer's fermulation of

prejudice M ,\defence mechanism. Within this broad framework, it was shown that aside

from its overt content, racise talk could be described as having important ideological

effects. These included normalisation. legitimation and j\lstificatioll of the existing unequal

relations ill. society. The discourse analytic striitcgy facilitated an ,111;11Y5is of the conditions

under which the participants were constructed .\S subjects, and the manner In which the

terms they used (such I\S race, culture and nation) were imbricated with broader discursive

and ideological formations, The influence of social class, gender and uge variables in the

interview settings were also evaluated.
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llm\l\ill[~" M1fl;l'5tu fonu of power whith 5Ubj\1t~lt(';S end lllillws ~ubjl't'rto"
(Fmli\I\l(t,198("p213).

F(w Foucault rhen, the £1'1.'1.' indivldual subicce t'llilt is taken for graured (partlcularly

in the West) is it recent constru-t, and should be seen as being imbl'ici\tcct with brcader

social structures that involve rclntions of domination and subjugation. Aside from till'
cOllstr,tining or limiting dfects of (;nt'll a regime of powtr, there an' also certain productive

effects, such ,15 the maintenance and reproduction of the existing social ()1'l1~'1'.

43 ..1. Discours«

A precise definition of the cmlet'pt of "discourse" is essential, given th,\t this

l'CSN1'ch project is grounded. in a "discourse analytic" fr,nlH:worlt. btl Parker, f01' example,

defiues discourse .1S leasystem of statements which constructs an object" (P,u'lwl', 1992,5). It

could be argued however, th.\t this dl'finiti()l1 dOh not do Justice to the complex manner in

which the "system of stJtcmt'lltsll is linked with other institutions and practices, It also

tends to conceal the concrete, material nature of discourse, .\S shown by Po\\{\\\\lt (1970,

ppM·6S), David Harvey nrgues th.lt Foucaulr's view ofeha rmero-pelities of !)O'wel·l'l..'l'ltions

is that there exists:

" ... 1U1intimill(' rcl.ltiPll Ut't\V('{'llrht'S)'srrm:Jofknowlt.'dgl.' rdj~o\lrn'~'} which
codify [('(:liuiqut's and l'm('tic(~ for rill' l'Xt'rd\l' of sod.~ controlund demlnatlon
within pJttil'ul.lr k}{\~ll{'d contexts" ~ l.uv;;,y, citl'd ill I 1,111,1993. pp2S9~

Foucault hims(.'lf states lh,\t:

"Tilt' pmbl~m is lit t'llIl' to dt~til1~\\hh ,Ul\Ollg t'\'t'Ots, to dilf('I't'mi,ltr the Il<'tworks
mui It'v(j(! ill which t!wy 111'1,'.,~••Uld to 1·N.'(llI\fitut~the lines \~\)llHwhil'lI tlll'Y art'
connxtcd and ~ngt'lldl'I' 0111'<lnotiwl', From this follow; \1nfu\llllf \IIt.llyM's
couched in tenus of the syml10lir field or rhe domain of Siglli(yiur, Mnll'tltr('S,IIl\d II
recourse to I\ll.\lyses ill tenus of the Rt'lIl'1llogy of rd.uiolls of ftll\'t',5tl'.I{t'gk'
dl'\,dflpments, end t.ll'tks.l 1('1'('1bdleve OlW'8p,)illt of rd~ll'lll'\''!lIl\lld nor be In
(lit' r,r{'.lt l1\odd oll.m~~h\gi.' (f.lIIglk·) end bi~?I~ llut tel th.lt of w,lr IUIlI [1,\\l1t',111t'
hbtory whkh bears and lilmmint's \IS has till' form of IIWJr mlllel' tluu th.1t of II
I,Ul~~lI,W':rd,\tinm ot pOwel',llot rthtinm (\fmmning, I lio.tnry hIlS 110"ml'.miug,"
t1\1)III\hthis is nor to &lY 1hat it L'iab\\ml or illnlli('(,('1tr. On tilt' r(\mr.\r,~·, it is
illtl'llillibll' "Id should t1l' MIS\'('pttbll, to 11II.Ilysisdown to the ~m,dl(·v dt~.\il. hut this
ill ,K\'(H,llll\" with til(' illldligibility ot Wil!l~I\.." of stmt!~1i\'~and t.l\'t;\~.N('lthrr
titl' di,llwlil'. ,ISk'l\i., 01 \'Olltlildktinl\s.lHll' M'Iuintks. iI\ tht' stl\It'tUft.' of
Cllllllllllllk,uioll,l\UI aW(illllt {(IfIlli' illtrill~k intdli~iltilitY of ('(lllflil't~ 'fJi.lt(\'(k' is
,\ way Ilf ('\\Itiill!\ the always (11l('l1,m.! h.II>lhiom Iv,lllIY (If IIlllflkt by n,!ul'itlfl it to
il I Ir1\,\liIII Mi('Il'tnll, .\lId ','I('llliptn!w' I'L\ way of '\\'"idinl\ ifs Vk'(l'ur. hl(1(id~.. ;llld
(l111,\\ 1'11.11\1111'11 •• dl1f~ it hi tho liilill Pl.l!nuk 101m ot 1.1lt!\lhlj',l·lIud di,d'~\llr"
thm\"U\II. I'Jl.!. dlnl: {.tbillllW, 1'1'11,Y,).

It is imp01't,tllt to note that this notion of disl'ounw is thus not to Iw l'(mfim'd to

talk or conversation •• is is fl'l'QUI'lltly the ('."iP u1 <ltlll'l' discourse studies, The interview d.\t,\

in this study ,\1\' not lwing ,m,\lysl'~\hL'l\\\lSl' they ,p I diseourse -rather, thry are t,llk th,\t
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4.3.2. S.':tlljcctPositions

Another' useful way of lool<;ing.1t (ml.!bl) identity and the manner in which it is
constructed is by means of Louis Althusser's notion of interpellation, According to
Althusser, "idl'()logy jUtl'l'l,dloltes indiviltu,\ls ,\S subjects". In order to <lPP1'f.'C1.1t(· this. all
uudt.'t'st'\1lttil1g of whnt he means hv "idcok,gr" is l'SSl'mi.ll.

Prior to AlthussCl"Ul'l'iormutltioll of the concept, the notion of ideology W,\S

limited as it usually referred to ,\ systematic distortion of an objective l'C,lHty out there- nne
th.\t could best h" understood through ~dellti[k M,\I'Xl:;111,This distol'tioll WaS thought to

function in ~11Ch .t w.\y ,\S to 1,l.'gitim,\tc POWC1' l'cl.ttionships h,tSl'lh 011 class, Altlmssl'f argued
ill !~I~(11~I£yilIltUtk~,l(l~i{·.llst.1tt·apl"u:.l!tIS'HI (l~70)thin idl·ology lihould not only btl

conceived of .\S .\ 5Yllt('111of ideas and hl'liefs, but rather ,ts uu il1tt'~I"ll ,111dindispensablo
pitrt of the In,\tl'1'i,ll !itl'uetm'l'S. instiuttions .Ull.{relations of .\ SOdlity. Ire dilltin);uislwd
between the "repressive state '\Pp.u',tlUS(·s" (milit,u'j\ police, 1'l'I1.\1 system) and the
"ideologicol shltll upparatuscs" (ISNs). The ISNs consist, for example, of the .rcligio\1lj

ISA's, which pct·P(tttlllt!.l patriarchy.In line with this .lrgutn('ut, tlds research will
deID.ouSl:l',ttehow r\~ligil)llcan btl used to pl'rpl.lt\\,\te r,\e1st ldeolcgy. Althuss(lf also
idcntifi('d educational ISA's, whicl; perpetuate stC1'(·otYP1Cillllotiot\s "bout Net' and gl'udt'l',

for l'x.unplc, ',\8 well _\8 1~\l' family, ll'g.\l, communkations (r.tdiu, TV, press). cultural ,md
trade union ISA '~, The,'j,~all SCl'Vl'to m,lint,\illl'xisting soclal and clJSS rl·l.niolls.

Idt~()logy thus makes .1v,uicty of subkt:t positions ,\V.\n.\blc to us. \Vlc.ml

iutcrpdt.\tcd (h.\ill'd) and livelY time th.\t W(lIl.lC~"Pt the interpellned (",11of an idl'ologic,ll
product' we confirm and reprodue, 0\\1' id('ologk.\l situ.ltioll. WI' thus know when' W~,ere
supposed to fit ill. Of l'.U'tk\t1.\r t'(,1(.''''\I1('(' to this 1'('Sl\lrch (('port would he an examinatlo»
of the 'WilyS in which subj,\,ts are iml'1'lHJlI,\tcd .\8 l\,ci,\l subjects. It will bt('l' be shown in
the ,ul.\lysis section 11m\! sonw of '"he p.lrtidp,lIlts l'l'('ognisl'd themselves in l'.\ei,\l, eultur ..,l
and erhnic W.1YS.,\Ild how this is imp1i~\\tl'd with broader sueial forces.

Whill' l'o\w.mlt dNrly dissnd.ltnt hint't'lt' hum id('ologi~..il study, his ccnccpts of
disl'om'sl' .md disdpliu,u,), !lo\VL'l' Iunctiou simi!'lrly. As FIlUl·.mIt th'St'rilws it hitmdf:

"Thi~hHlH III ll<l\WI,lJlplb it,~It h' illlllll'di.I!\' ('Vl'I,vlliy lilt, \\hi\ It I ,\t(f,lIri'l(I\!lw
illdividu.tl,lll.u],\him hy his own iu,livhhllity, altadl(" him II) hi'. \ 'WI1 i\I(1Itiw.
illlp\l\\" '11.1Wd tnrrh ou hhu \\hi, II Iii' Iltll·.r-m'''l:lli\(' .lIul whirl! I !!ht'r~ havt, in
II fOglliw hi him. It is a touu \il PII\\'('I' whidl H!,\t\\'~indi':idll.l!\ \\ll'ih't·.. fltl'I{' ,\I('
1\\',1lIl(m:illt:' ut Iht· w,),,1 'lI/iM: Mlbii\t Iii ,\IlIll(1I111' \'l"\' hv {lllltwl.md
d\~'nh"'IlI".,Uld lil\l!li hisOWl! i,ll'lll!W 11\' ,I rOmdtll(('lll'l.dt:kllllwlttlg,\ !loth
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4.3. Tbcoretical Grounding

4.:1.1. ldcmit:y

[olia Louw-Potgieter, following Billig's (1976) noilon of identlty, Mates the
following about the concept of identity and tlw Pl'Ot'(\% 1)f identifil'.ltiol1!

"... idl'llttiir.lIklll is il !I(wi.u pmrr.~s tlud not an isOl.ltt'lI,individu.u act takill~;PI.\(l'
withiu tIl(' iudivj,hu 11.~ydll'.ltis rmmitiw, \!t\:'llbl' \V(\ do net ~jlllplyiltmli(v. but
;,l'llltit,v 'll'ilh wllll'thing, 01'~Ol1ll~lIIl"Tlw prtx.'(~ of hk'lltilk.1 km Is II l'Otllpll'"
di.lll\'I'iml (lilt' b(\'.UIM'.lOl'i.l1 gnllll1S,;1S id\~ltifk,\lioll'W'lIt~, llIay actiwly ilttl'mpt to
t'!lSult'ilu'miUmtioll .Uld ill this W.lY mUl~fmlll tIw individl.l:u, I~\stly.ilil'milk.llioll
r,Ul ;\Iwa!,~hl'situtltt'll within .1spl'dfk hblOril~ll \,Ulll('xt (',!~,II l'OIltt'xt Ilf I>lld.\l
M,lhiUtv III'~od.!1 t'h.llIflt~ (LoU\\ ,Potgil'tl'l'. 11)~12,P 319).

This (Minitiolll.1YS l'mpll.1sPs on hoth the soeial end transitory .lspcets of ldcntlty.

Where common sense dicratcs th"t OUl"!) identity \lris~'sfl'0111 within, needing to be
discovered in order for oue to .m.lin fulfillll(·nt in life. this dcfillitiou l.,ys stress on the
smd"l context within which one Iinds oneself It is SI,!(Itl ,1S .lrising ,\S ,1 producr !Ii'

int~r,\ctioll with the environment and otht·l's.

S\u.l1't I Itt11argues th.\t .It h',\st three diffl'1\'Ut basic conceptual formulatlcns of
identity cau be idl'utified. These arc the Enlightt·nuwut s111*'ct, the sodoh)g1cal subjcct,
and the post-modern sllbject. While the forme!' two are simi!.,r to the traditional views held
of identity. in l'hilt th\.'y posit ,\ l'C,\soll"bl;' 8t"hll', cohesive centred, l'.\ti()l1,11 subject the
posunodem subkct, on tlie ether hand, is C011Cl'ptu,t1iscd,\s:

i' .. .Ili1vinE;no filU,i, ~S('!Ili,11or penMI('nt ilil'mit,. llll'utity beoxnes \I'11I0\"t'ilblt..
!\',\)t', fenned .md ll\hlsl'umwd \'olltill\l(lll~lv in relalon to lilt' w.ws \\1' art'
fe{lIl'M'IIH\{ ()rllddr('S,l,('(i in till' I'u!t'lml &y~t~ms wbleh surro\1nd \is .. .lt is
hhtmi.'.uly, not biolrii\il'tlily ,Mint'lL 'nil'~llbjlX'tI~S"UIlWS ditf~n'llt idl'lltitie-s ,It
dili~Il,nt timt's. ilk'utitk'S whkh ere not unifil\! ,lround iI ('O!ll'Ii'lIt ·s~l!'. \\; ithin \IS
;1It'\'ontmdil'lor.v idwtitie-s, pulling m differellf dirt't'tiulls. so th.lt our id(,IItHk.uiuIIs
JI'\' ('omitl\ll imly btlin~~hiltt,iabout" ([1,111,199j, 2m.

Theso forarulations of idt.·mitj' t:v.'ilit,\tcd ,\ gt'C,\W' UUdl'l'st,mdil1g of the Interview
d.\ta th.tt follows. This study sought to overcome the Shol't{'(mltngs of previous stwlit.'s in
the ill'{',lby illdmling cmnradierory Illall'l'i,ll thin W.ts didH·d from tIH' particlpant» wlren
dl'seI'ibillg themselves, Whl'l'l' 1l1'(\l!I't'ptitI1l of hkntity th.\t requir«! l'd,\tivl..·ly smhlc,
cohesive constructs would luve t'1'\}uil'l'll that the l'l'Sl',H'dH'l' attempt to fi1t~ll'out and
igl101'C the l'out1\\dktory m,\wd.li, this study W,\S "bit, to neeouut IClllhis matcriul uud
Iuelude it in the .\11.\lysisits l'vidl'lWl' of till' fr,lgml·ntl'd, 1.'01ltl.tt!i<..'tmy. 110n·uuitlu'Y nature
of idtudty di!;t'll.~Sl·daht tW.
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made MilcCrOlle's work so unique was that he regarded the frontier ,IS 110tmerely a place

or .1 population but rather as .1 socio-psychological process {Fostcl' ex: Nel, 1992, PI' 142.143)_4

S0111<" of the wry recent work 011 prejudice and racism ill South Africa W.1S

conducted by Jolin Duekitt. This research was built Oil an extensive review of ,\11the

oxisting 10c,11and lntcrnational work done in this \In',I, which \V,\S imugr.lted into .1

cohesive, multi-level Iramework and conducted using quantitative methodology (Duc1dtt,

1990, 1992). While Duekitt's model makes provision for the different levels or nualysls that

ure relevant to research ill this ;U·1..'.1,his own research remains based ill a quantitative

traditiou. In his discussion for futttt,(, research, he ~t.tt(!sth.\t:

", ..:Imail,!' f(\til'l't'rioll of \lln'miml end r('smrdl f()wilrds .utl'nmtiVl' sod.ll pl'(l\'\':I~'S
imd!ln ,pt'l.1iw5 may l)l·ll(\'i'~I.IIY. TIl('s(' rould .iUd,ldl' til" mit' of ('ady Imming
snd sol'l'llis.llitllh P('I't'{'(\'(\\ ifl(('I'r5tS ~t('jl\lllilll; thml 1m\ int(lq;rolll' ~'tml1kt,a id
P('f(W1\1.tl attril·miollJl lr'1'Oll'ot"i to U!>()l'bl mllitil's" of ill((,IW"(lUP ditfl'l\'mi,ltioll
(Oud\ltt, t9'JO, PI' :140,341)

This is pl'('dsdy wh,lt this l'(!S~,U'dlundertakes tC) examine Foster and Nel (1992)

C()llCl11' with Duekiu's view, pointing lmt th.u:
"Aft('t M.ll'CWlll\ with but 1\ Iew ('Xl'I'l-ltions ... \\!tl1ost llOuttentlen has been g(\'('(1

to t.h~)wtimll'ollsid{'mti(}1lS of illtitudrs by South Afrkm J'('St\u'('h~rswho h.\\·(·
roneennuted on d\'S\'ripthl' sudies and dl,lvdopillS SOUthAfrimn S('.u('S, .. In tl'Il11S
of ('xpfan,\t(ll'Y l\\tl'lll!'t!:, tltt bulk 01 Smith Afrimn rtsl'.u\,h sin(7l'the 19;10'5 has
btx'lI dl'VOH\! to "iUlIhorit'lri,mi.sm"...[iIlldl hilsnot r~l\lIy been Infol1l\(\1by
lI1tt'nl.ltiVi'litl't1r('timl vi{'ws (Pmt('!' 8GNt'l, 1991, 1'1' 15R,1~19).

h .ter and Nel go on to idl'mify three of the Importam, alrcmativc views. Thac is,

social id,·ntity theory (SI'1'). dis" -use analysis and the social represenrations theory of

Mescovicl (FoswI' &:Nel, 1992, pp 158.1(3). The following section will show that the

present resccrch fonns an ,litl'mpt to explore the question of l"'Citll idl'Utity by making use

(,f the discours« analysis p.lr'ldigm menrioned nbove,'

I ·L;"kill~ any .\Ild,l! ~"H\n'. Illwl'lI.ltin' ill\Iilllllum 1I"\,\,!II\w,l, fUUlliulliul.: \ hil'lly III prttVidt' flll'~llht',ilm "1Il1~lIrviV.ltul
til.: gro,Jp.lllll' 1')(,11111'11',th,' f,lIl1ily, Inl(\'.I\il'l:l,)-' l',nril\n 1111,1'1,\\'1'11" protninnn JlMI iu .\lId.II ol):,mj,.I.IOII, SlId.\l
a\li\1hk~ hl'l,\IIl\' \tn'lIllly .\11,11'\'11ill thl'W ;IIIII\\\IIII:1}' M'!h IInt,IitH'Illlllil\, I \wkillil the Ihl'lJ" ol til(' \1\\10\1 Mlda\
jll\tilllllllll~, 'IUtltudlY ~\'.I' iml'",nl in .. 1I,III(I\\'.II,ml. intult-r,tHl .1IIt!IIfL<'lIlTud 1l1.11lIII'I'.1\Ulit 1I1.1t'ly \tllllrmiu!l thow
n'H,Il',II'd '" h"iul: IIf iukriul' 't,\IIl' the Inuuier \V,l' Ih,lf.'~tt'mt'll b}·,llI,uhitl',wy ill\ll!l~iti\lI\ of lht' wlull' IWI\I1Il'N
will.. Rill' ,Iltillhk', 11l1'n\\ ..illt:1y hl'I,UlIl'111\' piVU\,lllt<lwll.llinll\ UpOll whil h tht' wl",ft. Wdl'ty n"\\',1. 'fh,'\(' ,lltilU.lI'~
\II hl.l\k~ \WI',' h'llflllllj1, nuurn wilh \ h,\1",I.InNi" III nl"IIlIl1Illlity,lIlhl""'fI ,1Il.1,df'\IH\\liml\IIl'\~ itud llw\,jdnlllll'
PIlWI'I\ nlpI f.I',\·'UII' ,11,,1lI'Iilt,mn' l\'I\lIil'l'lI {UIIVI'I\(IIIII' litl' \('\'('1\' dillk\lltk, III frlllllin lile" (M,II (;l"IllW, HI.I?
f :111',1in r'ml('l' &Nd, 1()"~, PI! 1 'f2·1·H). It 1.111hI' nil lh,lllhi,.JmUli"I' bYI'"I"I"'I.' ,h'",ihl'\ ,Iwry ,limil.II' pnn L'\\ III
tlut 1'1.I\1nl",\\I',1 hy A1llll'llt1I'I.!1 with lq'"lhl til 1111',"d,11 i'.111,,1"\ ill1plk,l'I"! ill tIll' !nl'lllat'Ill1l1f ,IIl,IUlhlll'it,lri,lII
1'1'1'\011.1111 I'.

I rio I' J lII(ln' d,'J.lilnl ,11111111"1'.' 1:''111'1.11iill,IIy.\j, (If tIll' ,Ihow, rri,'1' 111 I lUi hit t, 1,7 r.l',y,l'l'lllgv 111/,1/'11'/11,/1<4'., ..1hillOI'Il.1I
,m"ly,lt\ ilIld 11:/\'.1:1,111('" /i'i/J',l(II)k. III ,'1111,'11,,111 /"J,!",f"j;I',: ()'/"""O'I'I.', \~,f, 41!Nil 1(>, 1181.} 1'1.1,
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elsewhere using similar techniques, such .1S the studies conducted i.l the United Stutes, New

Zealand and the N etherlands,

The early work of Theodor Adorno ct ttl on prejudice and the anthoritarian

personality has been of gre.1t relevance to thh " . arch project. Adorno or al argued th.\t

prejudice Wi'S associated with basic PC1'SOu.,Ul. ,r.\its, but thi\t this pcmm.\}ity type (.U1d its

associated traits) tended to cmergu more uoticeably ill social configur ..itieus that were

conducive to their fonnarion, These traits were 11M only those that could be more

obviously ,\S' ociated with prejudice towards members ut \)~''1.)1' mel'l, but included items

such as: idt~ntific.ltioll with authority figm'll,9; unquestioning ,l;ld l'~nidadherence to rules

and 'laws'; and rigid p,\rl'llting styles, They found tll.\~ostl'llsibly unrelated items such ,\S

these could be correlated positively with stutements such it;: "blacks .11'e inferior". They
thus provided an account of prejudice that focused 011 both the individunl and social filctOl'S

~rather than b~~il1grooted solely in the mental ',\Ild cmotloual deviance uf certain

individu,11s, who were l'xccpl'ic)11,llor 'ubnormal' (Adorno, 1950). 'I'll" tlwOlY of the

,mthnrit,lri,\ll personality W,\S criticised maiuly 011 mctliedologlcal grounds, particularly ,IS

it related to the me of the P·$(.',11c (Dudwtt, 19921 PP 172-179). The later ideas of Adorno

and t Iorkheimcr were situt1ted ill ,\ more sccio-histcrical fl',uUCWOl'k. These will be

discussed in i1 subsequent section as they hdlit,\ted gt't\\W' \U1dl'i'1l1,mding of the soeio-

C1.1ltl\I...,I aspecrs of idl'11tity and prejudic«, much of which W.1S munifcstcd ill the Interviews,

Whi1(~tlll' domil1.l11t approach th,u CllH'l'gcd in the United States tended towards

an excessive n%uH.·~ 011,\11 Individuallsed .WCOUllt of prejudice (Postel' &N el, 19921 PP 123·
129), I.D. M"crmw conducted ,\ numhe» of studies in South Afrin\ in tilt 1930's .md 1940's

using .\ theOfl'tic,\!, appm,wh remarkably similar to llhldl'1'll social k{l'ntity theory (SIT), as

well ns to that of Adorno l't at.. IlI.1 found that Afrik,\,U1S"SPl'l\!tllrsIXmsiSt\'11tlyheld the

most uegarive views towards hhwk~,Coloureds. Iudians ,\Uti Jews. I II' explalned this

fiuding p,w,1y by means of 1\ IIfl'outh,l' hypothl'sisll (M,wCl'(me, 19~7). According to this

Vil~WIlifl' 011 the F.1Sft'l'll Cape fronrier during tlw 17.1·century W,\S cluraeterlsed by
physlcal, sodal and political Isolution. This nCl.'l·ssit,\H'(i the dovelopmenr of .\ distinct

porsonnlhy type that was "hIl' ttl survive under thl'Sl' h.\1'1,hconditions, However, what
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Afdk'\i11ls.spelllwl'S were intermcdinte and blacks the high~':it (Du Preez, 1987: In Poster &.

r. ouw-Putgietor, 19!)2, 1'11382-384).2

It was expected that if individuals from till' working classes were interviewed ,

they would be less likd}' to he lnhibit«! in their 1'l'SPOIlS(,S to questious ,lbout racial

attitudes 111ld beliefs.' This would he impormnt in the present context ill which South

Afric,UlS .U'C bdng bombarded with the new "politically correct, 110lH ..icinl' W,lY of

thinking. For this reason, it W.1S thought that :t might also be prodnctivc to t.U'Sl't the older

generatlon, .1S they were denied the benefits of e~:pOS\\1'(1 to multi'l\\d,\l schooling, or would

,\t Ie,1Stbe mere likely to remember the old rreis. ways of thinking that supposedly

characterised ap.lrthdd hegemoni« tIiSt'OUl'lW: it W,\~)thought tl1.\t thesl' il1dividu,\is might

provide ~nsigh1:lm o it kind of tacit, "salt-of-the-eanl;" type of folk knowledge,

TIl,· s\\b'group undt.'r investigation is of particular intl'1'('St .1S, bdng Afdlm,ms-
spe,lkingl they belong to tIlt.' group in South Afril\\ that has been most often implic.\ll\l it!
the OpPl'CS~i\}l1 of the 0\1\1'1'ctlinic groups in. the country, Yet this sub-group l:()nS;~tsof

lower working-class members who would usually themselves be regarded .11i bdllg victims

of the socio-economic system, The manner in which class and 1\1('(' variables iurcrsecred or

contradicted II1C' another proved to be of great siguific,mcc, as shown ill suhscqu(,l1t
sections of this report, It cannot he stressed enougl; th'lt the group was not selected b{'c,\\ttill

it was ft.'lt that r.tcism is i\ problem th.lt is l'c('l1li.tr to Afr~I\il,Ulsspeakers. Rather, it was
precisely this stereowpc of "the Afriku1l'r" or '%)(,1'" th"t this research set out to

deconstruct, It is ccnain th.lt res(,,11'1:11conducted ulong the S.U)1C lines itS the Pl'I.'SC11t stmly,

hut focusing 011 .lny of the other "ethnic groups" in South Arrie,l would prow to be equally
fruitful in eliciting r.wist t.tll~, It will also be shown thur rhe structure, function and cff~~cts
of the r.\cist t.l1k ideutifled in this study ,\1'1.1 also evident in 11011 Afrika,Uls spci\king groups
in South Africa, In addition, the findings of this stully are in line with those conducted

i rll,\Illph-~!lf 111',\1 u11\1I'1II ill Ahikalwl' illi'mily 11I<I\lIt}'PI'1 1II11\1dl' hW11'\ Ilk"l lith'I" VI'rwll,'nl, VIIl'\Wr, 'I'1t.Udll'!' alld
Paul KrUI\I'I\ hl'lIl' !i'h'll hy till' Afrik,\.Ul~ '111',111111\1\"'1"111.11'111' iudmil' lkpu(.lk ,\lid Uuiun, till' .Irriv;lllliJ.Ul V,\II
Ridll'I,R.1I tht' ( :.111(',]1'IU,'Wt' ,111.1]I)lIlltinwl', '1111'\1'\,111 hi' 11l1lll'.l\tI,,1 wilh tlu- l\ul:1ilh ,tlllil,ntl in till' '1IHIy, wli«
tillt',llwliIl's "" ( .liuu ltill.,JI'lu'<,lih,\II,Ii, Kl'lInnl'l ,\1\,1HIIIII III, '1 IlI'Y !i"II',1 imp"n.1lI1 ,'Wilt, ;II indlldwil thl' \\1UII,1
\\i,ll", JI'IUI'WI'I till' tll\lmlri.\I Rcvoluuou, til" N.ltillll,IIi'I'· .\lll"'i"11 tlll'"\V!'I" ,lIlIlllil' hl'wh 1'1, ... ,,1111ill II (UIIPn'l'Il
}l18.1:III h)\II'f &: 1 "llw.l'llIl:il'h'l; l'l'J.'.I'P .'N,~·'~4),

'\\1l>lkllll: d,h~ in Ihh 1IIlIIy rl'll'!' ...WI'II.llIy til tbllw 1'111\,1):",1in 1Il,\lI\1,\11,,(iIlIlI', l\trniulllnwl'l' 11I11lllH'1 ,md who h,tV\'
1lf\1'lIl1ut IlIlIIph,tnl ..du,"JiIlI:,
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points out thar tlre early efforts of the Aj'ri/..wwr Bt'Ocderbolld were 110t primarily concerned

with questions of l\\CC and ethnlcity, I Ie M.\tos that:

"Sil~tliiil~\llt1Ytdl.lt'iu!ltlw thlnies this kkolo)\il\u d,lbomrillll of Chl'iMi.UI'
N,ltil'111illisllldid not ill\'oiw dl't,lill'd tld,liIt!'01' dtst\l~it)Jl of polkv 011 tIl(' 'lIilth'1.'
qllr~tioll', Whit!' ~\!pI111Ul'y \V,\S taken for granted. The liN.lill'll development of the
t'Olll"pt of ap.lIuwid onlv ltll\,UI iu the 11)40s, ,,"(O'MCIlI\l, 1983, P 71).

Y l't, in spire of this, hc contlnnes to construct all account of the rise of Afl'ik,\tler
nationalism th,lt overlooks this impcrunr d('hln (;\11t.1 racial consciousness in general). III

addlrlon, desplte o 'Meara's deal' awareness of the it rportance of the influence of religion

(Clllvinism in partieular), on tilt' development of Afrikaner mtlonalian, he insists once

,llPin that only the class-lnsed explanuticns have any 1'(...,1 value (O'Ml\ll'o', 1983, PI' 67-77).

While there can be little doubt th,tt class hus a siguHk,Ult illflucu('l! on ones consciousness,

it remain» but one of many.

An .lttcmpt W,lS thus made in thi.~sl11,ly to establish the extent ttlwhich white

sUprenh\cy is taken for gr.um'~ltmby by thl' p,utidp.\llts. Even if one I\I.'C('1't5it SU'l1Ct\ll'.llly

based account of events, such ,\S O'MI.\u'.,'s, it would still be of interest 10 establish the

extent to which this mimuf.\~turl'd identity h.1S persisted until the present time, and the

mCiU1S of its transmission, Aside from class, dHfl\l't'ntiolll'esp()llS(:s that could be related to

the parrlcipoms' g(ludl11' or .\gl.'W(l!'C also analysed in this light.

There is abuudant empirical evidence tlut demonstrates th.u Afdk,l.U1S.spc.\!ters
haw, for example, the h10St m'g,iliv{' .,nltlldes towards the other laugu,lg{1 groups and arc

the moss erhuocenrrlc (1v1.\lhl"l'be,19~8j In Mynh.wdt &; Du Toit, 1992, p 287; Myuh,mit,
1976; Niewoudt, Plug 8.: Mynh.mh, 1977; Tliiole, 1988), Impol't,tmlYI 1)\\ 'Pr{'ez found th.\t

Afrik'\i\ns.spt,\\ldng students produced 1',\1' Iewer identity i,rototYl"'s than other l.lnguage

groups, This led him to sugg(ISl thin this is indicatlvc of them h.wing \\ r.ll'mort.' de.ldy
(Mined idl'ntity th.\ll English.sPl,.\k~'l'SIwith blacks somewhere in between, Iu nddltion,

Ellglish·sptl'1kt'!'s SIH}Wt'd wry little 1<)(',\1content in their idt,utity Pl'Otntypcs, whereas

of 1',1('('and ('IIIOIIZ'. \II tlUI il 1\',1" illlnlt'r,lhll' fill' ,IllY tin ('m Chli~lj,1Il II! bow ,II)\\'II !·('m'.llh .11I1'1i,I Yllkl" Ihl'n'ful'l' \VI'
r;l(h"l'witlhln'w iu.urdcrthux 10pn'wlw 1I\U11,,\trim'~ 111pllmy" (Cilr,1 IIIl'.tlUll, 11m.).II 2,'), INly, I,n, M,I,CWlh'
t1l'V,'!IIJll\!\\ ·hllnti,·r hYl'lllhni\" In auuum lor hl\ \'tlll\i,lnll Iiullilll\\ Ilul Ahik,l.ln\·\I'I"lk('l~1t,lIi till' lllm! lIq:.\liw
,1I1i'tldl'S (\1\\,,\1\1olhl'l 1\\\i.11 I\wujl' (M.11'l.:Il1IW, 19,'1), 'I'his ill''.l i,d,'\d"pt'll IImh\'\' ill .11.lH""t'lIilll\III thh I'l'opmal.
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4.2. Literature Review and llistodcnl Context

D.t11OIMc.\1\\ argues convincingly that the predominantly Afrikaaus-speaklug

urbau working class In the 1930's and '40's was munlpulared by D.F. Malan's Gcsuiwc:rde
Natiotl,1/e Hm,)! into becoming more race conscious. This W.15 to make them set themselves

apart from the Increasing numbers of non-whites who were entering the labour market itt

the time. It 'W.\S thus an attempt by 1\11elite Afdbul(lr minority to fmgm.ent the working

class ~th,\t is, to prevent the Afl'il~'l(lllS sptMldng poor whites from forming labour alliances

with their non-white counterparts. The Malanites manufactured a new Afri1~aller identity

that selectively used Of forgot parts of its own history, introducing notions of racial purity,

religious righteousness 'UlU the memory of <inheroic past (O'Me'lr.l, 1979, pp GO.83).

However, when one speaks to those directly involved ill the apartheid system's

lmplementatlon, economic exp1.\11,\tio11Sof this kind ,\1'1.1 \151.1,,11y the last things on their

minds. The usual response to this is tim their racist or religious ideology is a distortion of

what is neurally taking place ,\t the material, economic level. Nevertheless, over the last few
decades it has been made 'lbtUKt\ntly clear th,ll: race, ethnicity, and religion can serve as

foci,l points for resistance ill. dlsadvantaged communities. It is equally clear th.\t race and

religion can be 'llse<.t~'imobilise it population to further reactionnry g0111s,as demonstrated
by O'MC,l1'i'l (1979) in the 10mh Afdc.Ul context ill the period bct\WClll920 and 1%0.

These struetural interpre ••ations .11'1.1 of tell criticised ,1Sthey provide little room for "g"llC.~y

and resistance outside uf class struggle.

More import,mcly, us far us ()'Mei\r,,'s arguments go) is the f.lct that historlcal

evidence suggests that the seeds of racial sl'gl'('g,\tioll wert! to be found .1t th~' Ci\P" from the

V«.11'y begiuning (Elphkk &; Giliomee, 1~79). It could be ,U'bued thllt O'MC.U·,l
underestimates the extent to which ,\11 Afl'ik,mct' volk mentality and idelltifici\tiOl\ system

W.\S '11rc.\dyestablished Irom the earliest times: O'Meara' '\1'1'1.'111'5 to recognise this, ,\S he

I This is !)(,l'h.lJl'~hl'yuml tli(' ,IU1IW(If this ,\tUlly. hUllIlW IllultlIH'vl'nlwl,,\t, IIl.lKI' ,1 [t'IV hrid' pl)illt.~ ill tld'I'nn' of 11th
prnpuxitiun, (ltw wllld .1rj;Ul"firstly, \h.1\ \11l' fl" th,1t Afi'ik,l.\I1Sw'" nnly f(lwglli\('11 ,lS ,liallgll,llll' in its own ri~ht ill
the Ilj~Os .111111930,1\ inunaterial, 'rIll' pllim js th,1t Ihil l\l'lll'llllf IWlIplc in Smuh Alrk;t were oppu.II'd tn Ilrithh rule
IlIIdIl1hlllh.ltillll (11I'nn't!tl' (il\\11 '1'n'k), Illlmin,llilllt with till' 1'lt.thILhnwm IIf 1111'11111'1'!\t·puhlks. It is ,Iillnifk,ulI th,lt
thl'II' rcpublivs were l'\!,\hlhhnl with 1\\lhll \ rill'ri'l lor !'it1/I·lllhil'. In .ulditillll, one of rhc cvcms that I'X,III't'h.llI'd thl'
tt11ljom ill tilt' C,IIWCui lilly hl'\Wt'('il till' llridsh rulers allli thl' Trl'klll!l'r,~ W,1\ till' Sl,ldlw',\IIl'k H'hdlillll' ol SI'l'il'l (If
CVI'lIl'with dl'.U' l'"d,ll ulldl'l'pinnil1l\1 tElphk & Gilil1ll1l'I', 1\11'\1). (111\' minht .lhllll1\·milln thl' IlIUIIUIllI'lI\,lt df"ns IIf
thl' 1'11('\ (;,J.1 an~I·"III!\'('n. in thl' ,'.\rlil'l" p'II't III this n'l1l111'Ytl\ h,\VI'Afrik,um mwptl'll nx ,\ 1,IIlHU,ll\I' ill ill Cl\\'IlI'iI:ht.
Anna Stt'I'llk,UlI!" lIien' (If l'il'lltl'lil'f.l'oll1ltll'lltl'.i.b fullow" on tIl\' I'maudp,nioll of tltt' ,\1.1\'('\ at thl' Gilpl' Colunv.
om' of lhl' ('VI'I\IS Ih,lt l'rt\'ipit,ltCll thl' Grl\lt 'l'rd,: «And YI·tit il "lit ,Ill mud, thl'il' frt'l'tilllll whkh drove \1\ \0 \ulh
kUfl1hs ilS ihclr b"inll placed lUI rqual flllltiull with Chrhti.ll\\, 1.'1Hltl\U':y III the law» 01 GIl,I, and till' 11.1\\11.11 di\rimtitlll
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link exists between the above and with notion that we arc born into it symbolic order, ill

which me,loing and values are always-already there, pre-existing us I\Sindividuals,

A similar situation exists when one examines the concepts of "culture" and

"nation'. While many of the recent approaches have questioned the meani-ig of these

terms, they continue to he used in ways that suggest that the existing racial divisions, and

their ltierarchical arrangement, are legith '1\\te• being based on natural differences in

d,ilities. M'lrg,tl'(1t Wetherell and J onath, 11Potter, for example, point out thnt

multiculturalism hus bee orne the preferred capitalist stt..ttegy for dealing with ethnic

groups, as it presents the situation .\S being om! where ,111 groups nrc equally able to realise

their cultural ambitions (defined 115 tastes and values). They ,\rgue that the "politics oEthe

dispossessed are fobbed-off as IIH're 'ethnic politics'" • and are thus not questions th.lt

concern mainstream fundameural injustices. 111e'l11.11ityis presented as il problem of

backwardness und indivlduill identity, rather than of l'I'SOU1'Cl'S, socioll class and the needs of

c'lpit,\l (\'o/cthel'C'll&: Potter, 1992, pp137.1;;R).

Wetherell and Pottcr refer to Bowers nnd 1wi (1991), who argue th'lt discourse

analysis should be concerned with the performutive (il.'finitions of society, l'i\ch('1'than

ostensive definition work ~which tf('tltS individuals' accounts or descriptions as the means

of discovcrlng or l'eve.IHng the nutural. For them, it should illstc:kl be concerned with the

1'(1,\$Onbehind the descriptious ••mompting to show the purpose or Iunetion of tho
utct'rings (Wcthcl't'l1 &; PottCt', 1992, p149).,

Many of the other important terms and concepts employed in this study have been

subjc('t(.'d to cdtique ,md deconsmrcticn from ,\ number of quarrers over the pust few
decades, C,onummity uud 1'.\1.'.(1 arc good examples (If concepts th.\t have been shown to be

of little scientific usc, as shown above. Orhees used in the context of this proposal include

AftikiltlCl'SI Blacks, Whiws, Coloureds and Indians, While terms like rhese have not always

been indicated by phll~il1gthem in Inverted commas ill this proposal (for pructical reasons),

it should be born ill mind d\.t1 these ,\1'\' all contcsred and controversial terms, Derrida's

st!,,\t('gy of p1.witm such terms under 1.'1\'SUl'(' (SOliS mttm~,is possibly of relevance here, as
one hns to "employ the f.tmili,u' and commonly known in order to deconstruct the f,ullili;u'
and commonly known" (Sampson, 19S~11PI' 7-S).
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The relationship between language and identity will be discussed in it subsequent

section, along with the manner in wluch ideological values, are transmitted from one

generation to the next, But before this is embarked UPOll, it is revealing to note the

differences in the meaning and usage of the word "race" ill Afrikaans and English, The

JCgrkJ!lXY}'JJ!!.l:~m(~Wll[l!il£"tJ( 1. ,.'a,tHliQJJiti~iH~I~111{!!d.(HAT) (Odcndal ct al; 1985,879)

defines ras as:

"1. G"Ot'P mense, diere, plante verblnd deer In ~eml'l'nslt"p1il" oms, ell
gi'lll'nml'l'k dl'\II'min of llll'l'rv.15te t'l'llikt' ricnslIJpP(', deur oorecukoms W'olt
lwhu;g(.',gewoontes en \litetlik b{'mf, Dit' (k~1t"t.lt1s{\An&'CI·S.lksit~(~lIdm.t'nv..~1i~~
R,t~liit.lic('II tdk 1wlil t(~7Ii('suti (/fld,~kd 111,1<11' in die (}m/,\ln/,M~11t!iJ.."ttd~,~v'bl1ljk
wllllaliMmg~\lIldirm('tl$i!o ncan tt.}tilli 1tm,t.lllll!fimu/(~1ikt.}(\'tlh('u.tl~k()/I 'tt~ml
R,~!u~ml n/(t,!t.li ,tS ~J<1l1t:mp()I(~:i(~L~('tI tttlologim! h,&~'ip/:...'S{,(Iff, ~l Slli'Ut:~~,
I,'ckl1li.lw tII.t, h Ran 'iltn die (~HI{!t'..~(,2. ~(llId('I' Int\) l(;u\,ktt'l', knrakter ei('Il~{I'pp{l,
pit, oorsprollldildll'itL It~i/I'ltlll um r.tl, L~4trsitr.~dtldie St~m» (Odl'mitl t't al, 1985,
87(\).

Tho .Q~cm£isC!D,g_(~x.'lDJcl!91}'1rY:.(lL~~~1XfP!!~Jft!1s1i!ill,on the other hand, deflnes
l',1CtJ as follows:

"1.1\;1('h of the major lllvisiollS of humankhul, having distinct physiml
ch.m,ct('rLstic s , 2. A trillt', natlon, etc, regnrded lIS of 11di.o.tillct ethnlc stock. 3. 'I'ht'
1:II:tor concept of divbiof! Into races ~/is~1imitl<lti()tll~t.v..~1(InM.l!), 4. A Sl.'llm,
species, breed, or wril!ty of I'nim,~s,plants, or mim}-organisllls.5. A group of
persons, nniuuls 01' plants connected by common descent;u. Any gt'l\\t divt~ion of
living ercuurcs (tl.I(·fi',ttbr/t'dr.tC!'; t/l(!jill/l':/(I()/rdm,'t' ), 7. Desc<'nt, kindred (oll/oUe
Ml\' ,lllWHlt' in t.Ulgt~I/,'t·lU1(h'M·). 8. A dnss of persons <.'tl:, with some common
1t-,\I\II'('(tJl(' lilW ()/ll(){'/s ), .." (rhmupsotl, 1995, 1128),

It could be argued thar the HAT dd111itioll places f.lr more emphasis all thf'l socie-
cultural aspects of the mc.millg of the term. If one compares the first doflnltions (1.)1 the

l~l1glish spedfi2s'th,lt the term is used to indicate the "major divisions of humankind" th"t

have "dlstinct physic,\1 characteristics", The Afrn~il,msl on the other hand, stares that the

term incliciltes "common originj characterised by similarities as 1',\1' as interests, habits and

appearance are concerned", It is particularly striking' th"t the second HA T definition (2.)

concerns "character" and "character traits" with tht~ example provided bd:lg: "S01l1<.10ne of

1'11C~))Iand "The boy h,lS race ill him," (which, has no counterpart in the English definition

of 1';\CI.'). Lastly, while rhe fourth (4.) English definltion includes "breed" and "Vi1l'icty of

auimuls" I this is not in current usagt', whilst the Afl'ilt.\iltls docs. For example: 11W/tlt so ras is
dam' bond?" Would be translated itS: "What breed is that dog]". It will be showll ill the

nnulysis sccticn th,lt these uspects of the meanings of the term hi1VC implications as f,u' as
the participants' imitudcs to 1',lC(, are concerned, For now, suffice it to SlY that ,\ tentative
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4. Liter-iturc Review and Theoretical Grounding

A number of theoretic ill positions were found to be of relevance to this study.

Some of Foucault's views have already been introduced above, while Louis Althusse»,

Theodcr Adorno and MilK Horkheimer's views will be discussed subsequently, This does

not suggest that these divergent theorists' views can be Integrated into a cohesive

framework in their totality. Rather, certain fCi\turcs of these positions have served well to

theorise and contextunlise some of the material that was obtained in the interviews. WIllIe

there may well be certain nreas of overlap between these theorists' work that can be

explored productively, ,\S is attempted in this study, there C,\11 be no doubt that there arc

strong grounds for resisting the temptation to amalgamate them in ,11~yW,ty. One might

argue th"t the empirical work of this study represents an attempt to capture .t slice of

reality, and that the above three groups of theories respectively enable one to understand

different aspects of the empirical data with greater clarity,

4.1. Definition of TCl'1'1lS: Race, Ras, Culture and Nation

Race is frequently taken for granted as it signlficant factor ill common sense

explanations of various social phenomena. It is held to be related to sigllific;\1\t dlfferencea

between illdividu,\i;; • to the extent th'1t one could conclude that the concept of race was 011e

that Wl\S imbued with essentialist Implications,

Gould argues tll<\t:

" ... the concept of "race" orlglnated ,,,,1111'recently (m'ound the middl~of tbe
nint!teemh C('tltlU'Y) i1SIIpsel1dosdC'ntifi<: CIlt<'gol'yu!.2d ttl provide II bk)logiral
)11~titk.lriolllor socially determlned dilfcl'~n('('s in the tl't\;\UlWllt of differellt groups"
((Jo\1ld, 1981, Clted ill Smith 8c Mi1Cld(', 1995, P 175).

Although it has been widely recognised that "race" is <l socially constructed

phenomenon, the debate continues unabated ill some social science circles about the

~igl1ific'\l1ceof diffel'cllces between the respective race groups. With much of this material

(th'le has anractcd " lot of media attention and book sales), the conclusions reached howe
hild the effect of entrenching ideas about "nnturnl" raciul differences. These include, for

example, the notion thau IIIt has been proved that macks are gelletk'itlly less Imelligene

than whites". It is usually overlooked (or not sufficienrly understood by the general public)

thnt, with regard to the "hove example, there is more variation within racinl groups than
between them (Morris, 1988, 31(i·323).
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society is held. together at present. Eliminating racism and prejudice, as they appear in their

many guises and variations, will involve EM' more than a few adjustments to the existing

social order. Instead, it will haw to involve change at the most fundamental levels, such

thnt life for all becomes both qualitatively and quantitatively different. At present, there are

few known ways th"t this can be achieved, Grven this, it ,IPPC,U's that critique is ',\11that is

available at present, Perhaps, one might argue, i\ few furtive glimpses through the cracks in

the wall may bring about greater realisation of both the undesirability of the present order,

and the possibility of better alternatives,
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Thus, rather than wasting time and deceiving the participants, it W,\S recognised

thelt discourse analysis is ideally suited to 1hese situations, It W.1S also ft.'lt .: ,it cllmate of

g1'C,\t',1'congruence would be 'ltt.lillt'd by the researcher bt.'illg honest and non-

condescending in the interview simatiou. To facilitate this atmosphere of congruence, the

researche» W,\S careful to wear casual clothing and to limit the amount of notes taken while

the interview W,1S in Pl'ogl'css. The question, as mentioned previously, is not to esnblisl; the

Ircqucncies of mdst responses, for example, to prove u statistical point, It is l\ulwt' to

esnblish the structtn'C of rncist talk u especially in relation to broader discursrvc Iormarions

and the reciprocal intl.'l..iction between them, This is in line whh Van Diik's point that the

very purposl1 of discourse Hll.tlysis is nnt to g.ulwl' objective d.U,l, but to .lctiwly seek out

the subjective .\8 he argues th,\t "his will providt' grearer insight into the c(1llhmts \Jf~and

strategies beliind orditw'y talk, III shon, lll' argues th.\t the point is th,\t:

"WI.' w.lIlt to lUllhV, 111l'itm.UlI't'1 hOWP(,{llllt,l tell ~t~rlrs or .1t'Sl1l' l\uhl'l'llhlll hew
Oltl11 tl1l'Y do so. This ItW,lllS th.lt WI.'systl'l\l.\tit\IUy IUlIUYSl'lilt, n~p('{'ti\'(' levels of
(iutl'lvit'w) 1.lIk, s\1~ha..s o\,('l\lll thenwir llll,l\'m) Ml\K'tllll'S,Il.U'l\ltiVl' lJI'

nrgullI{,!lt'ltil't1sdl{,lll.lt'I,ltX\ll St'lIl.1l!tk srnltrgit'S,It'ximl btylt', Iht'ttlfk~ll OP('I\ltiom,
end more sp{'dfk cO!lv('rs.ltillllill pmpt'lti!"l of talk (\'.Ul Dijk, 1997, P 20),

Thus one attemprs to e!it.lblish what is bdng jllstifi{'d or legitlmised by such tillk?

Wh.it is itsfimction? Whitt does it do lot IIUS whites", or "us bl,whs" when we discuss

n1t.'mb()rs of other races in e -scntialist and steftmtyok.tl Wil,S?

It is nevertheless highly significant th,\t not one of the fl'sl'mldl'nts wanted to

portray themselves in ., negative light (e.g. ,\S .\ hl.\ck·h.\t('r, or r,ldst). 'fhi!' h,\s been uoeed

in much of the liv'l'.1ture conducted using middle-class samples, but is slU'prising wl: en one

considers tIl.lt most ('{ these 1'1.'01'11.1would ,\lUongst themselves SIW.lk in ,'xtr('lllt'ly

derogatory tenus "hout mcmlwrs of other race smups. Some evidence for this could be

found for example in situations where p.U'tidp.mts who h.\d started out tillking ahnut

"s'um'tl's" would, later ,lcddt,ntillly swit;h to 1(!..·41h~~11in a heated moment. Although the

n'sl',\rch('1' was ~\\1·t..'fultil show UO reaction to this wlutsoever, then' would ;,1W.lYS be .t

moment of hesitation, Ot' even censure from the other p,lrtidp,\tlt1; pr~"~l'nt.No doubt the
presence of ,\ t,lp\' lw(ll'dl'X' ,,"\S l'l'spnusibh' f01' this to a l.U'gl' dt'gl\\l" i\Swell ,\S the Iacr th,\t
tIw l'(ISl\tn'Ill'l' was tlhvinw;lv Enlllish sp('.lldIllt .Hhi "politl1". The infhll'llrt' of the t,'!llt'

l'l'(,01'dl'l' ,lppt ..irs to h,\\'\· It.\ll,\ gn ..uer imp.wl on t Iw 1'l':;!lnWil'S than odgitl.\lly ,mtidp,\tl'd,

p,\l'tly l\vidt'll\'l\l in tl1l' raet tlut the three interviews \'Imductl'tl wirhuut u recorder eliclted
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2. the same (.\S in point 1.) W,\S true where the researcher would Interpellate the

pariicipants as A!'rik,uHn's.While a neutral question would often elicit ,.1.1t.1 that

WIts f.\l' removed from the topic. the instant th;,t it was formulanxl ideologically

01lC would 0\}t.1i11 ,\ response t111\t W.\8 ot direct relevance to an analysis of racist

talk and stereotypes, Once the Interpellation had occurred, the l't'SP<HlSCS would

be such t1101t one could he sure tbt this wat; not something that the researcher

had planted in a simplistic Wily. That is, the responses were elaborated .llong the

kind of lines that went f.u' beyond tho question. I~ot' example liAs an Afrikiltl('r,

how do you Iecl about the current situation ill South Afrk'l\?" ~might be

grected with It response th.lt ),1 .\l'ts ,1S follows: "Welll the hlaeks have now taken

OWl' and things have fe,llly ehatlgl'd for the WOl'SI.! for \1Swhite people ... II.

3, It was tlrgu('d in .\ previous section th,\t the majority of studies cenducted in this

'U'C.\were limited ill th.lt they functioned according to the logic of the dominnnt

discursive formations, p.u'tkul.u'ly of racial identity, whicl, W.\8 either not

theodsed at ,\11or \V,\8 theorised in .\11 uncritical manuer, The present research

W,tS able to explore precisely the contradictory nature of subject positioning in

the interview context, Exumplcs of previous researcl; provided evidence that

suggestt'd thi1t "Afl'il~.\.Ulsspeakers had more ch.',uly defincd kh,1ltitil's. "long
with the most tlcg,ltivtl ,lttitudcs towards oeher cthnir gl'Ol1PS(M"llll'rhc, 1938.

In MYllh.U'tlt &.Du Toitl 1!)92. p 287; Mynh,u'dt, 1970; Niewt1udt, Plug Be

MYllhl\l'dtl 1977; 'l'hielc, 1988; Du PJ\"~Z, 1987: In Foster &. Louw. PmgilltOl')

1992, pp 382-384). T,t!tou in tho light of the mo: Q recent theoretical advances

outlined above, OM is .1bIt' to ,lPPl'eci'ltc tb.\t, for example, the suhj('ctS ofthe

previous studios were imerpdtm,d ill a Ct'1'I.\in context that questioned them "as

Afrik.UlCl'S" • thus tl'imWl'ing off the kinds of responses that were observed in
tbe present intorviex ..-s, }

----------~---------I A limil.1I' l'IWllplt' frolll tilt' Unill'd SI.IH'1 iIwl'll hnown. r "Pit,1I' Inurnl vhitl'll hilI!'!. 011111JI'II,I'lI',IIlI' ,lfOUlltl till' Unitl'.!
SI,th." i\nump.lllit'd Ity at ,hinl'lt'l ollpll', SiK 1lI11l11hl1.III'I',IIt' \l'Ill'llll'\lilllln,lin'~ \11 Ilu'\(' ('\I,lblilh1l1l'I1lS, ,!,hinll
whl't1l1'r till'.)' would Itt prql,lrl'll til ,1,Wl't t ~hitll'\I'I:m'\I', MIIH' IIt.1lI '10% lit' l!illl(' wh« 1,'plll'lI ,1.111'11th,n lh"ywlluld
11111(1,11'11'1'1',l'n4, !ill'll ill 1lllrhll, I'I'IJ, ;'.1,), l IIll' !lllh., 'I>lIl1l"illu'< 1I1"IWIIIIIII11 thi, ~lIht''1\1('1lI1yIty R"w (1')%)
\Y.I,tlt.ll in,livil!u,lh' hdl.willunoul.! h,' .11'1\'1'1\11111'11bv IIII' 1,,11" ,lIhl ..hu,ltioll\ 1\11111'1'\11,\11hv tllt'il' .llIltutll's (1Jmkl'tl,
1l)9~.2f), 'Ihus, illlh\'IIN "ltll,lli,'n, lht' prl1pri\'tl'r.~ WI'II' tlll'tl wilh 1I11'l!Ilw(, "I "III('I' l"l\!'~in .1.'U(l)i'l1jlOIltlllll ",t"
IHilplh'I\'r~ III-,Ilillil wilh 111\1111111'1\",wlulv in tIl\' 'i1w,,(i!l1lIl,lin' ,itU.lliulI tlu-v f('\p"ntbl. tn '1111'\11111\'whkh 1ll.lllt,
1\1"'.\ ",lliI'lIt iwlt'. ".1' wluu- ..who didn't W,III\ tnll1hl.
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consciousness (I.e., do tlwy see themselves as "White [wople"? Is theil' whiteness .t salient

idl'ntity construct th.\t emerges spontaneonslyl), They were not to be asked .mythlng about

race directly, with the 1'('s(,<\1'dw1' lCiwing it to them to bring it \\1' of their own uccord,
Once racial tll.\tters were hrought hv tht' 1'1':'1','11' L !ll';, the f';se.\·'dll'l· would then

encourage them to continue ,tlpllg these lines for the pUl'pm,JS (If the study. An import.ll1t
part of thl! pilot suulies W.1S thus to attempt to identify neutral questions th.,! almost always

give rise to ,\ racial response in this sector of the population.Foe esample, tho respondents
were asked how they felt about their future in South Africa, or whether or not they
thought their parents' gcnenuion had had it .UlY (.\lsh'" than what theirs docs now. These
kinds of questions could then be used to avoid W.lstilllt time t.llking "hout matters not

din'ctly relevant for the purposes of the stud",

I!OW(JVO', it transpired that this was ill some cases impractical, 011 'H'l'iv.ll on till'
premises, the researcher needed to St't the participants i\t C.tSI.' ItS soon ,\S possible and g.lin

their confidence, It WM found that the best \V.lY to b1'illg this "bout was to be completely
honese it11dopen abeue the plU'poses of the research, Dcbyillg this resulted in the situatioa

where the parricipams played somewhat of i' gUl'ssing'game in trying to discover whitt the
objective of the interview is • so th,\t they could tailor tIll·ir responses .,ccordingly. They
were, ftn' example, unable to .U1SWCl' the illili.ll questions with confidence, as they couldn't
ttmlcrstimd why someone from a UniVl'l'sity would want to know "bout' thl'il' views on lile
in South Airic"" ('tc. Whil<.lmost research p.lr'ldigms would pl'l'h,l);'shave de,tlt with this
SltU.\tl011 by formuhuing ,\ f,dsl' research go.\1th.lt could he used to get the p.midp.mts ,\t

ease, this W,tS found to be tUlIl{'CCSS;'ll'Y within the present f'rtunc\vol'k as the Objl'ct of the
analysis is prl'dsdy to observe phenomena such .tS:

1. tho manner III which suhjl'l'tS are int(ll'lWll.\t{'d by idt~()logici\lproducts, For
exunple, 011t.' of the things th,lt ('11Wi'ged was th,\t if the researcher l'efl1rrl!dro
everyone present (induding himsl'li) .\S whites, tho p.midp.Ults would lMI1SP(Hld

to this by (i[J('.,ldng .llollg the S,lIHlllilH'S • inl'1uding fllding fret' to discus) blacks
ill .t "",l}' th,lt tllt'y 1l1i'Y not havo felt .1Sfree ttl d\l if they were not sun: about the
1'l's(',u'dwl's own l".ld..J ~"\t('Hor}' (ttl, lw might just look whire), C(msilkdllg 11ut
the n'~~I,tl'chwas lilwdfk.llly uimed ,tt lmllly!;ing 1'.ll'ist talk, it dillll't lU,ltH'l'th.\t

it W,\Sddihtll\\t(lly tdlm'lI,t! ill snml' 11lst.ml'I''i, This was .wollht '\\'ill't'l'wr
possible, .lil it W.18 lwpl\t th.n thl' talk would .1l'isl·1l.nm\\lly .1l1d sp,mt.uwously.
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'1.1.2. Imefvicu's awl 0pt'n.F,ldcd Qllcstiwm,lir('s

Inititllly. it \'.',IS ,\th'mpll'd to omit thv f,lt'tt hat tho research \V,IS spl,t'iHt ..illy ,!hout

racial Ilh,ntity. This W,IS lwt'tmw it is OlW of the glMIs Ill' tlll' n'H',lrt'll ttl estahlish ......hl·t}wr
or not tIl<' }\'SPlllll}t·lltS themselves actually h.wl' tlnythill!~ th,~t might approximate ,\ l'.\d,ll
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5. Mcthod\)lugy
5,1. Rescarcl; Tcchnlques

.5.1.1. Selection r!lPit)'ticip,mts

Working class status suburbs ill the G.mteug provincial area were id('utifil'd th.\t

contaiucd ,\ high proportion of Afrik.',UlS.spl..'l,!dng Whites. These suburbs were then

vi;!!ti.;,i early in the ~'V(,llillgSduriug th e ' ....eek .\Ud on SlltUt'd,\y .1ftcrllQons ~)ll these visits,

srreets were targeted if the uppearance of the houses justified t'hlssillg the OI'CUP,luts ,\S

bdng working 1.'1.185,As the houses in till' .U't'.'S were Vl'l'Y clOSk'!y knit, it W.tS 11S\1,111yonly

fe,\sible to visit one house ill the street on .Uly given thy ••\5 it was f(..ired th,lt the

\\11Pt',1\. nee of tIll' researcher going from house to house would result ill somewhat of a

'.'~ct.lde. This also meant tim there was 1\,:,,': d.mgel' of tlu lwighbr)Ul's discussing the

• .'4tl'rvit.~\\ c 'Itnl)l1~v;t one-another, fl'suhing in comamination of the d,n". Related 10 this W,lS

the po:;~ihility 1h,\t lJ.u1idp.UltS would lk' unwilling to divulgtl tillc.tUsof life in tIl(\
11"ighbo\U'homl for fl'.'If of tlU'il' neighbours being tippett.off by tht' researcher .,bout t.lit,!~s
th,\1;wen' said .,bout them, In addition to the working class interviews, two additional

interviews were conducted with middlt1 class p,utidp.mts who were l'efel'rl.!dto rhe
l'e~c,\r{~hl'rby fdcmlq who had Afl'ik,\.111S relatlvcs,

The researeher' would typir.dl>·l~llock 011 the door of the house that W,\S targeted,

or stand at the g.ue if the (.tlnily W.1S ,\!t'e.\dy outside in the g.mlell, 'l'h(' purpose of tlll' visit

was lit,lted more-or-less .1S follows:
"I \lllI,1 Mthi(,lIt und um doing MIme' 'l)smr('h Oil idC'mity in YOUI' .ll'm, \\'1 . ld you
mind if I eune in \U1Ii;",l·\t.'l.iyou ,I t(l\\ qn~ti{)1l5?,[()I~would you mind it (took up
\lbmlt a h,llf ,Ill hom' tlf yOII!' time?"

This would USUltlly btl done in Afdl(,t.Uls. the particlpants' l.mgu.lgc being

established at the outset. TIll' l'I'Sl',lrdl('l' would Pl'.'S(lnt a st\111ent card as hlemific.\tioll

prior t(' "tml'ing the premises, The p.U'tidp'Ult" would then be informed of the broad

purpose of tlre study, cmpil.\sisillg th"t the iuformutlon obt,\illl'li would be held in till'
strictest coufidence, TIw following table lists the !,.\l'tidp.\llts in till' study and provides an

id~l.lof thtJil' dl.'mol~l"lphic pl'llfih·,
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arguably preconditions for the functioning of modern reclinologlcal societies, The analysis

that follows will therefore not be restricted to the symbolic field, language, and the internal

relations th.1t govern tlic interview transcripts (which are revealing in themselves), but will
attempt to examine the talk ill relation to the entire discursive domain.
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"[\umpl' h,\s two hbrori('S: " well-known, wrltten history alld lUI underground
history. The lalt!'r consists inlhr Ii.lfl' of the huuun lnsrlnets und pils~iollSwhkh un'
dispLw(\lIUld distoltl'l.l by d\'ili ...uion, TIll.' F.\y:ht pn'S{llIt in whk-II Ih"hiddm sid!'
of thill!~'comes to light also MlliW~ the I't'I,ltion~lip bl'tW{\'1l writ tell histol'Y und the
dark sidr, which is (lVl'dook(\{ ill tilt' oifici,u Irgt'llil of till' JMtioll,llist st.ltt.'S, \ISwdl
as ill tht' C'l'iti'l\ll'of the lauor" (Adomo &} lorkhdnwr, 1973, p231).

The above links-in well with Foucault's work, most notably in the case of his
history of M,\t{Q.(ISS)lg~L(:iyilis~tHHl (Fimc,mlt, 1977), which offt'l's itself ItS an amplification
and cxeg{.'sis of the last quote in particular.

The image prcsemed by Adorno and I Iorkheimer is therefore of humanity
alienated from nature and sul*"t to his own domlnation, They argue that racism is i\

product of the hatred fd! by those who have repressed their animal instincts to fit-In with
the rest of society. Th(·y 1'1'OjCl~t,\ f,HlWW onto a gl'OUp who have come to lw defined ,\S

Other. This Other represents, through the mechanism of projection .•\11the repressed
qu.t1ities th.\t are dl.'uicd thl! SUbjl'ct in bondage, This evokes intense destructive lust, ,Ulg"l'
and h,ue (Adorno 3:Horkhelmer, 1973, pp171.172). They also 1'('fel' to the subjug.mt! body
(under the control of the ever-vigilant l',\titlll'lll'gll) _\Sbdng ,\ "dead" body, .111<.1this results
ill the need to take revenge ••Uld to dcstl'oy .my signs of .1living, noble and vital body
(Adorno e.G Horkhelmer, 1973, p234).

The relevance of the above to this study was the ('mphllsis on the relation between
,\p.\rticu1.trly kind of subjectivity· most lwc,\bly the modern bourgeois lndivldual- and the
subjectiou of both self and others through discourse, This subjection involves prim.\ray a
will to knowledge, particularly "hom rhe sdf, which is Implicated in tIll,)domination and
mastery OWl' self and nnturc. It is important to note th,lt this sdf.lmuwh'dt;c does not
o1'igiUHh' from within 1\ l\\t1oll,\l, knowing Stlbj('ct, hut is i\ culturally and histod~,\lly
niedlaied product • i\ lcifi('d commodity, to use Adorno and Horklteimer's termlnelogy, III
Poucauldian terms, the sllbjt'ct is formed through discourse, WhC1'C Poue.mIt examined till'

relatiou between knowledge ilhom scxu,llity and till.' pruductiou of i\ knowing modern
subjeet ({lSlwci,\lly in relation to t1ll' rerent dl'vdnpmellt of the lnunan sciences), this study
will attcrnpt to show lll.\t tllt' production (If l'.wi.tl suhiwts ,md kncwledge about race can
also he seen as h('illg implilwl1d with till' kind of modern mhjwt d(.'/'(,l'i1wd by Poucnult,
Adomo .tnd Bo1'ldll'lUH'r. As shown by these thI'1l1'lstS.mo~h't'tl slwil1ty l't'qUlt'CS the
emergence of thl'se sexualitlvs, 1',\\.'I'S and other subjectivity's to Iunction pl'Olhwtivdy. 01')

more accurately, t1H'Sl~ SI'XU,\l,Uld l\wi.tl suhjt'ctivity's ,U'(' pruductive in ways th"t are
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some of the participants, ,U1d these will be linked with broader ideological formations. For

Adorno and IIorkheimer, this instrumcnralism undermines the utopian goals of the

Enlightenment and the project of Modernity, as it results in the situation where means arc

pursued without propel' reflection 011 the desired ends (Weber, 1971; Habermas, 1985).

III a section that outlines it "theory of crime," Adorno and Horkheimer draw an

,ul,\logy between prison cells (prisoners) and monads, They state that "a man in prison is

the virtual image of the bourgeois type which he still hits to become in reality" (Adorno Be

Horkheimer, '1973,1'226). He presents the contemporary deviant, criminal or prisoner as

one who h.\sfili/cd to master (his own) nature, and must therefore be separated from the

rest of society. He argues th,\t:

UIIIfmmrl' til1Il'Spris(j(w~ W('I(' pl.ll'rd ill (,lIlor('(\i i5(ll.ltioll. Tndw th.lt j',l)!.trioll
has entered into Ilwn's body and soul. TIll' wdl-tmint'd S()U!IIUe{happiness of the
individu.u are \l~bl\·.lk as tbe prison edlnow th.lt the PoIsdst mIN'S have' seized til('
whole l.1l.lOurforce of til(' nation, '1111.'pllll~hnwl1t of impl'isonllwnt is as lIothing
Whl'll st't lIg,!inst till' M)d.tll'('.llit~ in which Wt' llve" (Adl.llllu &,Horkhelmer, 1973,
ppnB,229).

This is precisely the kind of concern that Foucault W,\S addressing, p.U'cicut\rly iu

m~~Jl'1li!1f1.1\n~J~m~!!h.(Fmlc.mlt) 1977). In this work he used the Bentham Panoptlcon
metaphor to describe the f\Ulc,.ioning of modern technologies of POWC1' • where everyone is

subjected to an ublquitous g'\ZC. Because one can never know precisely when the gaze will
be focused 011 ol1('s('l£, one 11,lS ,llw,lYS to behave "s if 0111.l is being observed and monitored

all the time. One therefore monitors oneself ccnstantly to ensure that one's behiwloul' falls

within the 1'.'11ge of whitt is considered "UOl'n1,'P',

Adorno and I Iorkhelmer link ,,11the above phenomena to modes, relations und
forces of production, particularly with the developmen» of capitclism iUld Instrumental

reason, with which these phenomenn have an "elective affinity" (in the Webedl111sense).
They argue thllt In bourgeois society, domination and objl.'ctific.nion. have become so

complete th,lt there is 110longel' nny satisl;,c'tioll ()f~human needs. Allenatlen, reificatloa

and ol*,ctific.ltion ,\1'(' now so widespl\\lll th,\t, ill order to survive, deception and artiflce

now become essentinl elements of people's charaetors (Adoruu &: IIoddlcil111'r, 1973, p%).

Adorno and I Iorkheimer point out the irony in late cnpitulism that heroic deeds are simply

.\ W,\SH' of l'1H'I~y. Instend, the "cheap" and average are Idolised and made heroic, A f.\18(1
id(·ntit} exists between soclety and the Individual (Adorno &: Horklteimer, 1973, p154;
pp154.15(1). They st.1H' th.lt:
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while "free to respond" to the call of the Sirens, their senses have been removed so tIt.tt

they are not even ;1W.\1'(l of the call. The image is thus of Odysseus, the master, able to sense

the allure of nature, but having mastered nature, is unable to give in to his Sl'l1SUOUS desires,

He is ill "bondage," but all ironic one that results from his own dorninntion and mastery of

1l,\tU1'tJ and the senses, His "workers" have obeyed the command of their lll,\stel' and work

mechanically and without sensory perception • they are not ill danger of being seduced

away £1'01n their task, itS their senses are dulled, One is able to Sl~Cin the myth the

separatior; of master and servant, domination of man over nature, 1l111StCl'Y, and the
Cal'tl:siilll split between subject and object ..with the senses and external world under- the

control of the rational Ego (Adorno & Horkheimer, 1973, pp43·79).

St,uting with the myth of Odysseus, Adorno and Horkheimcr idcntify it number

of features th,\t they argue \\1'C -haracecrlstlc of ehe "bourgeois illdividu.\l II. These include:
(!U1U1ing,rational t..ilculation, mastery over the envlronment or nature, s.\crificIJ and
renunciatior; of pleasures, imtividu.\l Identity (i,(? ego lntegratiou, scparatlon-indivldnation),
repression of the lll\tur,\l or animal instincts, and so ou (Adorno &. Horkheimer, 1973, p

xvi). Most importantly, this rational dcmination over nature has at the SiUUC time an

irr.\tiomll side, whicl; comes to light .\S the insanity and barbarism witnessed under t\t'~
capitnlisrn this century. They <ll'{,'l.te th.\t this "insanity and barbarism" is the direct

consequence of the repressien of 0\11' "dark", "nnimal" or "irrational" side," They argue
th,\t:

«As soon ,I~lllilll dbml'ds hi.~awareness tIl,lt he hitnsdf is nature, \\11the "ilm for
\Vhkll he kN11Shimsdf .[lin'- sodal pl'(lf\n's~,the illtellSifk~ltklll of ,Ill his m.ltC'l'i,u
.1I1d spirin1>ll powers, I'VI'Il ccnselousness i!~lf - are nullifird, \Uld the l'Hlhrollel\Wllt
of till' 1lll\\tIS(ls.1n end, whidl \Uld{'l'Ioltl' {'.Ipir,tlbm ls l,lIltillllOUllt to oP('J) ins.mity,
is ulre..tdy p('rceptibll' in till' pr~hbt(lry of S1tbj(\'!ivity, M.lII's Ik'rttillatio,1 over
hilmdf, ",hkh grounds hi~ sdlllood, is .Illllost II\WiI}'Stilt' dl'MI'IIl'tioll of the s1.lbj['l't
in who~\ ~1'Vk(' it is ulld(·ltakl'!I; for til(' s\lb~t.u1\'<'whkh is dl.Jlnithtt('d. sllpprt.'~\l
uud disso\wd by virtue of s{'IFpr~~IV.ltiol\ L~none other th,Ul th,lt wry litt-;\8
Iunetlons of which tit!' 'ldlit.'\,t'llll'HtS (}f' ,\df'prc',I('I'V,ltiol1 iiml t1wi)';';ol" definitkm
and dN~n\\illi\tit)n: it is, in ht,t. Wlt.lt is til be [l1'{'',('l'\'lXf' (Adorno &: 1 1000klwilllt'l',
197.3, pp~14·5:)).

'I'his is, of CO\U'St', to extend Mnx Wt:her's Vll\WS on the consequences of

instl'mnC!lt,\ll'.\tioll.\lity in the mwtem ,lg('. This study will .\tt(lmpt to dcmonsn ..\t~ how
this "instrtnncnral reason" is evident in SOI1lt.,' of the j\\StiPf\\tions I'm' racism outlined hy

~FHI'Adl/mo and IlUIKltl'illll'f, IIH' "in\.mity ,md lutlurism" illdlHh'\ thl' .wo Wllthl wars, F.l"jSIlI and N,,<,i,m, ihe
lOlIn'lItr.uiou ,'>I!tIp, ,uhlkillilll: (11J('\V!, St,tliu\ ,ltftll:illl'~. witbpn·.hl jlllVI'I't}'••lUll SlId.lt illju\till' !:1'IWl",!1y,
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order, or of attaining " position that would be outside of this mediated, reified reality, Like

Foucaulr, but using different terms, they argue that it is only through the aesthetic realm

that it form of rupture can occur, subverting the established reality principle, Where

Foucault favours, fot' example, an ars sexualis that lies outside of the dominant discursive

regime, Adorno and Horkheimer speak of the true work of art that brings about a rupture

in the established order. Both emphasise the iruperativn in modernity to be productive and

1\01'11.1<11, and both claim th.\! there can be 110 rational agendas 01' principles th.u can be

applied universally, Foucault, Adorno ami I Iorkheimer share the notion that the

Enlightenment produced a kind of suhjectity that \V<1S {Mined through "normality'' (or

deviations from the norm). While being unique to Modernity, it constructs \\ pareicular

modern rationnlity and nn :lttl~ll(hl1lt"irrationality". This rationnlity, which is taken for
gl',Ultcd by modern subjects as being universal, timeless and natural, accompanies or

necessitates the disciplinary npptlmttls described by Poue.mlt. For Adorno and
Horkheimer, this reifled ("norm"l") form of subjectivity ,md l\\tiol1l\lity leads to whut t'h~\.r

describe ns the "rotnlly administed world". This reifled, t01..\11yadmiuistcd world, or

disciplinary regimes, thus serve as the objects of their cdtiqnc of the Enlightenment, These

ideas and their hnplicatlons will be pursued fUl'thc1' in the ,\11,\1Y81Ssection of this study.

N evertheless, there are importane differences between these theorists • the least of
which would be represented by the different subject matter of theil' work. At the same

time however, there are stlfficient points of convergence between them. for this study to

comfortable employ them side by side ill specific areas, Wh,tt f,\cilimcs this partly in. the
case of Foucault, Adorno and I Iorkhcimer is the r,\et thnt their theories ,\1'C all based on a

constructivist, hlstoricist methodology and epistemology.

In the J.2Jlllgt:tJ~=QfJ~J1Jigh!p~nmem,Ad()1'1lo and Horkheimer argue th.it the

prototype of the bourgeois individual can be found as ("ldy .\S I Iomer's .QllY]5"X' in the

person of Odysseus, They claim that the qdyss~y, is the basil' text of Europem; civilisaticn

(Adorno ex; Horkheimer, 1973, .1(,), III essence, they show how Homer evokes the image of

Odysseus, who has knowledge of the dangers to himsdf and his crew presented by their

immanenr contact with t1H~ Sirens, and then sets .lbout to \lSI.' rational calculation and

('\\lUling to ensure thelr -urvival, As master of the ship and its destiny, he u.structs his men

to put him in hOUlbgl' so th.\t no matter how alluring ,uld seductive the voices of the Sirens,

he is unable to respond, At the same time, he instructs his crew to block their ('iU'S so that,
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order. or of attaining a position thilt would btl outside of this mediated, reified reality. Like

Foucault, but using different terms, they argue that it is only through the aesthetic realm

that ,t form of rupture can occur, subverting the established reality principle. Where

FO~lC;\Utt favours, for example, an ars s('!xtltt/is that lies outside of the dominant discursive

regime, Adorno and Horkheimer speak of the true work of art that brings about" rupture

in the esnblished ord t,Both emphasise the imperative ill modernity to be productive and

normal, and both claim th.\t there call be no rational agendas or principles that call be

applied universally, Foucault, Adorno and Horkheimer share the notion that the

Enlightenment produced a kind of subjectity that was defined through "normality" (or

deviations from the norm) ..While being unique to Modernity, it constructs a particular

modern rationality and an attendant "irrationality", This rationality, which is taken for

granted by modern subjects as being universal, timeless and natural, accompanies or

necessitates the disciplinary apparatus described by Foucault. For Adorno and
Horkheimer, this reilied ("nor111.\1")£0l'111 of subjectivity and rationality leads to what they

describe ,\8 the "totally administed world", This reified, totally administed world, 01'

disciplinary regimes, thus serve as the objects of their critique of the Enlightenment. These
ideas and their implications will be pursued further in the analysis section of this study.

N everrheless, there are important differences between these theorists- the least of

which would be represented by the different subject matter of their work. At the same

time however, there are sufficient points ,,'(.convergence between them for this study to

comfortable employ them. side by side in specific areas. Whitt facilitates this partly in the

case of Foucaulr, Adorno and Horkheimer is the fact that their theories nrc all based 011 ,1

constructivist, historicist methodology and epistemology,

In the Dii~lg~!,{gJ1tEll1!ghtllm!~JltAdorllo :U1dHorkheimer 'irgue that the
prototype of the bourgeois individual can be found as ('~'t'l)' itll til 14J,;~sg):~;,1 the

person of Odysseus. They claim that the £)dx§§s:.Y is the basic text ot i'':!lOPC,\ll civilisation

(Adorno &; Horkheimer, 1973,46). In essence, they show how Homer evokes the image of

Odysseus, who hits knowledge of tilt' d.mgefs to bimsclf and his crew presented by their

Immanent contact with thl~ Sirens, ,U1d then sets aboue to use rational calculation and

cunning to ensure their survival. As master of the ship and its destiny, he instl'ttcts his men

to put him in bondage so that no matter how alluring and seductive the voices of the Sirens,

11('is unable to respond. At the same time, he instructs his crew to block their ears so th.tt.
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forms part of broader discourses - the systems of rules, exclusions. divisions and practices

that govern what call or can't be said, 01' even wh • can 01' can't be known. These are

imbricated with larger power networks, relations and institutions that shape and are

shaped by this micro-interaction, Foucault points out that a complex relationship exists

between power, knowledge and truth • and that these are formed by discourse, which

concerns anything that is, or car. be taken as 'In object of knowledge.

As mentioned previously, for Foucault, modem power is not something that is

monolithic and exists outside of subjects, exerting physical force and coercing them to

behave in certain ways, Instead, he argues that power is produced by and througl; subjects,

In their daily interaction they are exercising power, either reinforciag the existing power

relations or perhaps challenging them in some way. He emphasises the diffuse and

molecular nature of power. For example, when most people think of power, they would

think ill monolithic terms and would mention images of the power of the snue 01' the

police, 01' .11'n1Y,One of the advantages of this way of looking at power relations is that it

makes one realise that tepl'CSSi011is perhaps not so much aboue external agencies, social

institutions and organisations stifling" pre-existent self, but rather ones own. practices and

patterns of Interaction • 01ll~Sself-regulation- that produce certain relations of power and

subjection. His is therefore a productive eonception of p,')wer, rather than ,\ limiting or

repressive one.

4.4. Adorno and Hcrkheimer's Views 011 Repression 1'I11dPrejudice

One can expand 011 this further by introducing Adorno and Horkheimer's ideas

011 the relationship between repression and prejudice. They argued that the seeds of
prejudice nrc to be found ill the kind of repression th,it is required for modern civilisaticns
to {unction. While it may seem obvious that ,t fundamental contradiction ( s between

their conception of repression and Foucault's work, it must be made clear tha; they are not

'Usingthe concept of repression in a way thi\t suggests tlmt '(if we could only throw off our

chains we would be free, .15 we are in nature", Rather, they also sec identity as mediated by
historicolly contingent events and Pl'OCl'SSl'S. This mediation is perfonncd by the various

cultural formntions, or hegemonic forces (such ns Inuguage, the (.tmily, the state, d,p media,

and religion, £01' example), Aside from these institutions, they devote much of their work
to examining the roll.' of popular culture in transmitting hegemonic norms and values,

Somewhat pessimistically they argue that there is 110 W.lY of subverting the existing social
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case that should the Impoverished segment of Afriit,\,ms speakers grow ill size (perhaps as 11

consequence of .,Wrm'lti ve action), ~tmore clear link could be established between class

inequalities ,\ud 1\\('0. This could Incilitare organisation along l..iciul lincs, asW,lS dOlll~ in till'
1930's and 1940's (t )'1\1 ...11'.\, 1979, 1983). Many of the participaot; ll!rllliusiSt.'d their view

that Afrik,m~~l'sWCl'C ,\ very diverse group. This perception of dive • ti'lhig,ltl'S ,lg,linst

organisation along racial lines, ,\S Afrikaans-speakers do not perceive themselves as an

homogenous group with clearly defined ('0111m011 iuteresrs,

A list of the characreristics l'cgiu'dC'd as being typical of Afrik.Ulf.'rS by the V,\1'iO\1S

participants C,\1). be found in the table that follows. The diversity referred to "bow is clearly

evident. It is also interesting to note the concordance between this list of features and the

generally held stereotypical view held by others of Aft ikaners OIl some of the dUSH\rS of
points,
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and,'1' mauler skaam, ('11 jy wilook lIi\'lIwt hlll1('a~,osiv(ll'wonl nk'. so, ek meen, witaldi.illli~ vlod MCl'k
uit mdl,lat' uit" (B).

All'c'lt1yevident here is the notion of a social hiercrchy, with the mnge extending

Irom the AWB to the "cream of Ai'rik,ltlt'l'dllm", It will btel' be shown that this hh'l'.ln·hy
extends to members of other racial or ethnic groups • with whites itt the top. The above
quote reflects the fl"'lillg, common to ,\11the pardeipants, th,\t they were "ordinary" people

• not at the top (like the CJCl'lll,\1lSI or the English with thdl' world.languages and cultures),
but 110t 1\tthe bottom. either (1ik(~the blacks), However, it is hnportanr to now th,\t these

phenomena were more clearly evidenced ,Ul10l1g tlu middle class p.u·tidp.llltS.

Wh,\t was p.\rtic.uhrly st1'i1dllg fill' the researcher was th,lt the working class

partlclpants were unable to articulate their Afdk.mcl' identity very de.\dy. Far more

pressing for them were the issues surrouading lhily survival- such ,\Sulll'1l1ploYllwnt,

putting food on the t,\blt\ ~wttil1ginto trouble with the law, crim« and violence, Bl'C,1Use
mere survival was sncl; a s.llil'nt problem for them, questions of l"lt'i;,l 01' cultural id~·ntity
assumed lesser sigllific,\Ilce, In ,\dditioll, tho f,1i:t th,\t Afdki\,ms.spl'.\kl'rs are ,\ vet'}' diverse
,mt.!divided collectivity makes this iLicntific.\tlo11 more diffkult. Om' of the f.,ctm's thut
mitig,\tcs agaiust a strong and cohesive Afdk,lIlC'l'khmtity .U110tlg~tthe working class
p.u·tidp,mts possibly results from the filct that middle class Afrik.uu.·rslook down on them.

Thiu is, the leaders ill the Afrilt.mer community look upon them with derision and
contempt, Most of them IMW themselves ,\S victims, l ..ithcr th,\l1 as oppressors, and this is
reflected in U1,H1Y of tlw tr.mscl'ipt samples th,\t wlll be analysed subsequently, HI I'lVing

i1CCQSS to bcuer facilitles and opportnuitil's can lw ,\l'gm'd to have been more important for
tliem than preserving the whitt.' 1'.\1.:1.', fm' exampl«, Many of them l'd1l'l'tcd th.lt there W,\S

nothing th,\t they could do to ch.\1l~Wtheir siruaricu, wll!'th~,t, they liked the changes
cm'l'l'ntly in progress 01' 11m.In shot't, their perception of themselves illipowerless vll~thllS (,t
consequence of thdt' unf.\VOlu\,hle position in the sud,,1 hkl\U'chy) me,Ult that they
eutenained 110 hopt's of rt'SiSt.U1(.'(' (for example, t.\lting .t stand to tll.lintj,in white

st.md,mls). This P('lYt'ptiIHl (If vietiuihood may well be responslble for the iU.lhility of the
l'i~ht wing Plllitie.ll !ll'g,mi!',ltions to mohilisl' support, 'I'llt'il' Ol'!l.ll1hiu!y principles ,Imi
tl1('Ol'lt'S of "l'.wi.ll Mlpct'iOl'ity" 1\,1111 llll'\'lll.lin in tIll' l't'.llm of mere theorirs, which are of

no U:;t' to the wnddllH d,IS!> who 11.1\'1' other, mol'l' imlllt'lli.ltl' rnnrrrns, Itmov well he t}1(1
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6.1. Identity

A uumber of theoretical comments wen' made above on. what is argued by many

recent theorists to be the transitory, social nature of identity and the idcntlfication process,

The following section will ,tttt'mpt to delineate SOll1l' of the major ehemos th.u emerged in

the interviews, whkh might bl.~\,\1£1,'11 to be indientive of 1Ul Afrlkaner ldcntiry. It will be

StOUl that f,\ctol'S such as class, gender, llgC gcogt ..\phil\d location and rdigious ,\ffili.\tiol1

\\,'1'0 signif'ic.Ult influences on rhe parricipants' respouses and identities.

6.1.1. t1 Positit'c i)(;/l7litiml of Ajt'iA·.l11ef Identity?

On l'mh,\l'king 011this research venture, om' of the Objt>l'tiWS ,\\,,1S to illVPstig.lt(·

whether or not the participants would lw able to identify certaiu [(MUll'tlS (or tl't\its) th.\t

they r~g.trdt'd ilS bllillg cluracteristic of an Afdkant·l' identity. However, the siHllifk.UlL·l· (If
this Cnlil\\V(mr should be viewed ill the light of' recent theorists who claim tll.\t ono S

kk'1ltity is often formulated in tenus of wh.tt ()Jl(' is nor, l'.lthl'f than in DIll".') own positivity.

When asked .tbout being an Afrikaner, ,....ohld the respondents Iormulatc their l'\'SPOllSI.'S ill

terms of positive statements ,thout whllt t for them, constitutes ,\ typic.ll Afri1~.itkr • ill thl.':
own right? ~)r would they define themselves in negative terms, such as by comparison with

st~reotypicOlll'cprCsentilticms of other ethnic or l'.u:i.il groups?

Gt.'llcl'Illly, it was found th,\t there was less confusion on the theme of Afrikaner
identity thau on questions "bout 1\\CI.' (bl'il1g white). Most of tlw eespondents 11.,{{ relatively
clearly deflned views on l\Xi\~'t1ywh,tt constituted it typi~'lll Afrik.\Ucl' and understood the
question (.\S opposed to the t~\lldl'ncy not to underseand the que-tlons l'l~H.mli1I)~l\W(' and
rncicl diffl1n'llcl1s).1 \

Most of the p.\l'tlCiP'Ults identified .\munh(l1' of suh'C.\tl\gol'i~lS of Afl'ik.\ll\'1' in their
responses, 'l'ht'stl included the I.ll' right win~~(EUgt'IH' T{'l'fl'bhllldll' in particular) and
,moth"l' group th,\t tl'mh'd to lw "snobbish" and "pretentious", Kl'ith('l' were regarded to ()l'

truly f{'Pl'\'sl'llt,uiw of onlin.u·,,·Afrilwlt'rs. OUt' of tllt' respondents (k,:;,.dwd this .:iv.l.nioll
as follows, when ,\Shl·d ahl)\\t her fl'ding" 0.1 "die Vol!.:":

1:1: lIk dillit lilt WI".! Ihlll.l!!Hl!'lIII,'r llliUI.t'II'U milllil'l'. w.lIn !l.l,1Ih ",1\",,1 wrull!dlll:'i Illhkl' Ahik\.\ll~
~l'ldi('lhh'mw'ol' \V .. f ll(\II,IIIII, \1'l'I\).!,'I' ':.111 lurlle- jv \\w'r, M~l~hil'll\il'A\\'1\ I1II'U\J.\Ilnll(· krv
~1\11a1ll.('1111\111(,willlil'.t ...."'~h,,·l' wurd 1\)('\ hllllt' lIil'.llil' ilium \'.lfl dil' Ahlll.II11'ldlHll lau IIIlm'tlp '11

--------~--._----~
II Thi~filhlinll h. 1111"111".1'. in liul' with th'''I' "I 1'1'1,111'11n·',"lrrh 'kit h,l\ hl'l'l\ I "'lIlm h'd oWl' thl' 'il'.m" indutlillll tlMl

IIlIll!llltl',!.IIll'\·K.IlIlI'II\ lIy 1.1I,M.I..:(:nlH\' ill Ill\' 1'140\ (M.ld ~rullf', t'l";"),
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6. Rosc(U'chFindings

Usually w11(.'11om' is c(llltim'ting qualitative research, om' attempts 1.0 idelltify the
major themes that emerge from the data, I Iowever, the point hits ,\!t'('"dr lWl'!} m.1de ahove
th,\\ these themes ,\1'C more likely to (\111('11;(' 1U1'(,81'Il11S(, to .1 panicular sod.ll SitU.1tl011 Q

mmwly the interview, 'l'he interview should be seen ns .\ device 1h.\\ \\'.\S designed and used

to obtain lbt,\ that related to l',wi,\l t.llk, so 011l' needs to he suspicious from the outset of the

themes that are discussed below, Nevertheless, the fact that the researcher is able to make
use of certaln subtle coding ml't'h.luisms in the interviews that bdng ahour a r.\l'htl

response, indic ..ues the ,\11 pervasive 11.\t\11'(' Ilf ideological Iuterpellnicn, The same coding,

.l1tIlIiUgh Oftl'tlllot employed iu subtle ways, ,11'(1 Pl'ctitil'ly wh.lt enable negative

st~'l·cotypk.ll porrrayals of <lUt·gnmps to be repruduced in society.

The iUh'l'vi('w situatiou is, ,\ftel.' ,\11,\ uou ...tructed one. P('i'haps not ,\S flu' removed
fl'Otn l.\bOl'.1tOl'Y experlmenes .'s some qualitative l'esl'tu'l'hl'l'S would wish. I I.td the
iutt'l'vic\Y<.'l' nrrived uud aunounccd to the partlcip.uits th,\t he was from "The Fl'l.'l.'llmu ,\Ud

l~qu.,lity under tlie New Constitution Society", and avoided ,Uly refeeences to race,
hUlgull!:leand ('\11t\\1'(', it is CCli.lin that ,\ very diff(lrent pktul'(~ would have l·ml'l'ged.

l.iltewise if the rcscclf(:lll'l'himself been blade, or w{',U'ing,\11 ANC b.\dge, No doubt, had
the l'csl',m'h~)l' been Af't'ik".UlS'SPl',lldllg himst.'lf and announced th.\t he W,tSfrom the
B!.m~'t!lIc'tJrydigitlgs·Org,misasic, it very diff<.'l'{'11t picture would also have cIlll'rgQd.

It is import,ult to note, tIl.it a lot of Incongrueudes, 01' even h1.1ta1lt eenrradictiuns
.1!'PI,\U· in the interview d.\ttl, This does not m','('ss,U'ily Sllgg('st that the paniclpauts wert:'

iyin~ (Mibel"'t{'ly. It more likely t'Cfl'l'S to the wry ('ontl\\dictory nature, .\tld wide y,\riely

of subject posluons uvailahle to Afrik'l'UlS'S~W,lkt\l's in South Af1'ic,l tod.ty, The SUhjl'ct

positions tlH'Y adopt ,md scripts tlwy n·.\d·off depend in p.U't011 the dtu,ltion ill which they
find themselves .tt any giWll point ill time. TIn' iml'l'vk'w Pl'(lS('l1tS(bomb,U'{is) them with it

ser nf IltWstlOllS th'lt fm'I'c them to link ,1varierv of nhkt'ts ,lUt! nssnciations tog"thcr th.\t
would not norm,',lly hl' n'quh\,d in \l1H,IS d.lily lOutilw. It 1;;,11 thus Ill' expeetcd th'li there
would t)(l some ~'onf\lsil.ln .U1d l'l'l'(ll'S. This W,IS l\Slwl'i,llly (lViIII'm with IhI' wuddng class
p.u'lidp,Ults, who tt'll'lnl tIllw more nlmfol't,lhlt' with ~'Oll('Ul\tI,', present evems and
deseriptious, l\\tht'l' than ,lb:,tl"K~courepts .\lid g('lll'I".,l idt'.\s, At the same time, these l'!t'OIS

.\1'( nevertheless n'Vl',ding where dll'Y occurred.
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were asked, fot the first time, to explain. exactly wh,\t they meant when they stated th,\t

they W('l'C "white" •which turned-out to bl! no easy task Ior some of them.
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quickly interrupted the t1',m~gr('ssillg speaker, or changed the subject away from the

tabooed topic. Nevertheless, ill spite of the particlpants attempts to purify their .1CCOlUltS,

and present themselves as "nice people" (i.e, not prejudiced), we will see th,\t their talk still

succeeds in perpetuating racist stereotypes and prejudice. One such example C,\11 be found
ill appendix E (lines 10.24). This interview is characrerised by a number of gtlrillg
contradictions. Wh'lt W.1S most obvious to the researcher was thnt 011 arrival the participant
stated th'lt he was it "big racist" and "hated blacks", Once the cassette recorder had been
SW!~'hcdon however, he attempted to present it W1'Y diffewlt (non-prejudiced) view of
himself. This situation provided ,\particularly vivid demonstration of the kinds of
strutegies employed by individuals when they .U'C ellg,lging in positi ve self-presentation
with the overall goal of negative other dcsc1'iptioll (V.m r>ijk, 1987). Some of the techniques
th.\t he employed to sanitise his talk (while nevertheless continuing to present blacks 4\S

inferior) will be discussed furth,,!' in the \\11,,1Y81S section that follows.

5.4. nthicnl Issues

'I'he p.U'ticip,Ults were all fully informed of the pm'pose of the Ittudy and their

consent obtained prior to the interview. WhCl'C possible, the racial focus of the study W,tS

avoided and the partielpants were told th,\t the study was .,bout identity and life in
cOlltcm.por.U'y South Af'l'ic,\, Thelr permission was "Iso asked before ,my thing W,\S

recorded in the int<'l'vicws. This was declined Cal three O(:c.:.~"iO!,'i and hand-written notes
were taken illst{'"d.

While the researcher did as little t.llking .\5 possible during the Interviews, it was
found th.\t while the p.u1:icip.llltS were discusslng their views, the researcher needed to
lndlcnre at It',1stsm,le kind of positive \lffiml,\tioll to enable them to feel eomfortnble and
sp(''I,kfreely, For example, when m,lldllb \\wry l..wist statement, the p.u,tidpi\11tS would
check to see if there W,IS any reaction from the researcher, It would have been ubnormal to
sic impassively and would h.1W discouccrred the partieipants, so to get them to contlnue the
researcher would nod or s,\},I\y~'s'"01' "lllt" • as (', \'vould in it normal conversation. The

researcher, in \t sense, had thus to culludv in "It' lI'~sttalk, lending it Iurther legitim,\ey
and lwoviding an oppm'tlwity £01 Its ll'lH'miu..'cion. On the mlwl' lund, one mIght argue

th,\t .It least some' of thdl' unspokcn assuuiptions were 110W hrought out into the 01'('11, and
thl' participanrs made to see them in the light of cold reason, For examplv, some of tht'hl
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with greater proficiency in this area would have b'!!.'11 ill .\ position to be able to attend to
tI1()subtle nuances ill the tnlk th.tt would undoubtedly provide key insights Into what was
being sakl, On the other hand, the advantage of not being f..mUli'\f with the language and
terms used was that the researcher would immediately question the purticipants on things
tIl.\! were not clear to him. For example, in interview A, one of the participants referred to
Afl'il{'1'U1S ,\S ',t langunge (in the late nineteentlr century) thne one "only spoke .1Sa
kGmbttistact! • yO\1 used it on the farm, to talk to the 'vo/kieslJ• Questioning the participant
about the me,uling of the term 'Uolki('s provided 501\\<.'valuable insights into a numbor of
assoelations that the participant h,\tll'('gil1'ding thi'l term, Despae presenting him,self ,is 0\

very open-minded indivldtml who didll't regard other racial 01' culnu ..rl groups to be
inferior in any way • nevertheless oxplnined this single term in snell Itway th,\t he disclosed
his ulldcdying view l 'It "the coloured people 011 the farm are the 'little people', you could
talk to them ill A£l'i1<:'l.ms because it didn't matter what they thought, and tlwy didn't
know any better", Of gl'C,ltl'l' sigllifil'\mcll in this example, was that tilt' Interviewer could
USl~his poor \llldcl'st.mdmg of Afriltlt.U1s .1S .\1\ excuse to get the pnrtlclpants to elaborate
their views in it more natural W.lY. III other instances, questiouing a p'lrticip.Ult about
something thilt they said oft('ll hnd the effect of puttinr 1hem 011guard,

VllllDijk (1987) points out several problems that hl' cncouorered whilst
conducting his own research th,tc \\1'(.1 rclevane to the above, Cimlin,ll,ln1Cmg them was his
finding that individuals' t,\lk is ofteuoimed ,\t pesitlvc sclf'l'l'cSQl1t\\tiol1 within. the OVCl',\l1

goal of negative other descl'iption. He ,U'SllllS th,\t f,\c<.'·s.tving is an ('sst'llti.tl technique
employed by the respondents in his study to hide their own racism, But 11('poims out that
it is precisely these types of conversational tlll'lmiqucs and stri\t{'gh's that f"dlitlltc the
subtle trausmlssion of phenomena like 1',wistideology and prejudice. !Ie argues th.\t it is
vit.,l th"t these subtle techniques he recognised .Vi tIll' prop"1' ohj"et of !lIlt discourse
,1l1,tlysls so that the link between the psydlOlugk.\l and social levels be exposed (Vall DIjIt,
198~ll!J85i 1987).

'I'here 1\1't' \\1~()several insunces in the Iutervicws where 01H' is able to see thllt 011('

or more of the participants lll'tiwly ,\t\I'lllptH to iml'l'Vl'lW in thl' cOllwrs,\tion to pl'i'Vl'llt

someone else from. disclosing eertnin lllfol'ln.niou. One dl',tt' t'~""l1plt'can Ill' found in
transcript sample 1) Oint'S;:M~). There were m,my other iusunces of this phcncmcnnn,

most of which t\)01l: pl.wl' in more snbtll' wavs, suell ,\Swhen t Itt' (ltlH'l' IJ.ll'til's pl'l·S(·llt
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phenomena in it kind of organic unity of culture, race and history, Instead, the working

class participants simply indicated that they "knew they were white" and found the

questions surrounding this slightly bizarre, An example can be found ill interview D

(appendix D) where the researcher resorted to questioning them from i\ "Marsian

perspective". While be W.1S accustomed to this level of abstrncticn (thanks, in part, to

philosophy studies), the participants clearly found it diffkttlt to relate to. While the

Interviewer was accustomed to working with clearly defined concepts, the participants

were not- the terms that they employed were not regarded ,\$ being concepts, but rather

simply reflected reality directly. to question these was slightly absurd to them. Related was

the very status of the researcher, Many of the woddng class participants found it difficult

to cope with the fact that the researcher W,\S ,1 psychology student. For example, the

grandmother in interview D started out by talking about her scnwwce pl'oblemc. The

participants in interview II simply refused to accept the researchers stated identity (in spite

of examining his student card intcntly throughout the interview). This. interview was

characterised by the participants listing their problems .\S they would to it government

official who would go and sort them out for them (for ox.\1111'10,Install robots in the street,

Improve the policing in the area, and provide better employment prosp-cts), It should also

be remembered though, th,\t one of tho reasons why" group of working class white

Afdbllcrs were chosen .\S the focus of the study was because it was felt that this would

provide ,\ modicum of critic.tl ,Hst.UlCC between the researcher and the fM1·tidpants. The

problems associated with conducting ethnographic research withilll111C'S own culture have

JCCl1 well documented, and there may have been even more serious problems had the

rc.carcher stuck to his own social group. U As stilted elsewhere, some middle class

p,\rticip'U1tS were interviewed for comparison purposes, llud here the 1fll1uu"gc distance
nevertheless provided some critical distance,

As one would expect though, another Siglli£ic.Ult problem WM with h\11.gu,tgc.The
interviewee's horne bllgU.lgl.' is English, and there '''~'remany instances where he wcs
unahle to understaud words and pnrnses ill the participants' t"lk. Al~.tilll this W,\S p.u'tly due

to the f01'1l1"l ",.lY in which he had bu,nt Afdk.\.\l18, h,wing had littll~ opportuuhy to

practice the l'U1gu,\gl.)' particularly with wod"illg class Afrikl,\IlS speakers. A 1'(·I'I.,t}·dwl'

--------------------II Iuili.IUy n,milkl'.lIillll Wil\ !,\,,'lIl\iWlllll Illuduniu!: tit" 1'\'wJrrh ,\\illl: ~(hl1;,llll' 'lulu p.lnidp,lIIlS, hilt lIlt' 1.11I!',11.11W
pmhh'm~ ,1\\1111,111'11whit ,\\1111.1Il1'l1.. n \\'llu!lllt,IVI' hl'I'n iI\\IIWIIS\', gl\'('(\ thl'lilllill'lll'l'\tllll\ \'\ :W,ll1.,\111't{llhi, prlljr. t.
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The present research attempts to dr..'w llnknges between the l..acist talk and the

broader ideological or discursive formations, rather than reducina the analysis to the level

of either linguistic or cognitive structures,

5.3. Problems Expertanced \'{"hUst;Conducting The Rcscnl'l!h

One of the advantages of .\ discourse analytic approach is that 011t' recognises th"t

the study is subjective and biased f1'0111 the outset, as the researcher constructs the research

framework (for example, ill the W,ly thilt the research questions .\1'C asked). This f,tct is

often overlooked when quantitative methods are used.

A problem that is often mentioned in the literature concerns the class difference

between the interviewer nnd interviewees. Derek Phillips, for example, reviewed the

literature on menta] hei,·.11 studies, most of which suggests that there is a greater

prevalence of 111e"tlll ill••ass amongst .ose with low socio-econor •..;status, Philips

concludes f1'0111this thnt:

"The fn'qu(,lltly diy?o\'('red rdatioll~)ip between s()ci;u class and IMlIt,l! health liMy
well be GUt' to IIgre."~r willingness of lower class P{,!'SOIlS to 11dmit ro orn'jlm't
l't'ltain behilVi()\lI~ und {'xpel'iell('cs which middlt' and uppel' ('hISSpersons n'g'Jrd .L~
highly undesirable" ~)hillips, 1971, P 43).

This Wi\S not found to be a problem in this research project. Indeed, one of the

main reasons why this sector of th ' population was targeted for the interviews was due to

their relative belt of inhibition with l'tlg,ml to discussing questions of race and culture, It
Wits also felt thin the status of the researcher as an outsider carne with certain benefles-
such .1S th,\t the Interviews remained calm, polite, l'l\ttU,\lly respectful and didn't get out of
control,

I Iowever, it is more useful to view this illoll!; the lim's suggested by Pierre
Bourdieu- th.lt the intuviower is also midtUc class <lullth It this would restllt in the
situ,ui()ll where he would comfortably buy lnto the sophisticated and subtle coding built
into "middle class P'U'liU1C(·1I (Bmmlil'l1 &, Passeron, 1977), Accm'tHllg to this VhW/, the

middle class patticip.Ults would h.WIJ the cultural capital required to provide tIll' kinds of
,U1SW('tS th.n would s.ltisfy ,\ mitldh' d.1SS researcher, Indll('d, the inithl questions of the
research pl'okt·t possibly WI'l'" t.tihll'l,tJ to l%'h midlU\, class responses. TIll'l't;;\'.lrdlt'l'

t'xp,'ctl,d th,n the worldllg class p.U'tidpiUl:S would h.lW 1\ "folk" knowh'dgl' t1hlt would
include .\ t(1.u;()llolhly ('()hl'~iw account of their fl't'lings Olll\Wl.11 matters. For example, that

they would have rlear Vil'WS tlnn linked their lw1i(Ii's in white SUPt'l'iOl'lty with "natural"
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the objective existence of underl; tllg (measurable) properties," However, at the same time,
tt discourse analytic strategy jaciHMtes an analysis o/tbe conditions under wbicb these
«properties» come to be imbued with tbc StiWIS of tbe "realJJ, or of «objective rc,tlityJJ. POl'

example, it is widely accepted th,1t the race category has a very dubious scientific status • yet
it remains " very real and problematic issue ill society- and also has very real negative

consequences ill the daily lives of millions of individuals, One might argue that these

techniques enable one to arrive at the pre-conscious jOlmd,'{tiot1s of knowledge, 'l'h.\t is, one
is able to deconstruct the taken-for-granted realitv within which we .U'C immersed

(Sampson, 1989, pp 7-S). Such.111 endvavour could include au examination of language as a

structure and thought structuring .'gl'nt in socialisation.

Vim Dijlc, on the other hand, outlines an approach th,\t blends linguistic theory

and research methods with those developed ill the field of cognitive psychology." Van
Dljk's approach was based em his view th,tt the mechanisms involved in tIl(} transmisslon of

racism end prejudice itt sociLty can only be ascenained by means of discourse '\l1alysis, He
conducted his own research in the Netherlands and Callfornin (USA). An important

consider ..ation for van Dlik W,\S to link convcrsutional discourse with cognitive
represeneations, structures and processes [van Dljk, 1987,P 25).11

Alternately, it could examine the m,\1111C1' in which subjects are constructed as

racial subjects. In this endeavour, one might st,U't with it reworking of O'Meara's detailed
account of the vJ,1YS in which the working class W.1S fragmented in the 1920's and 1301s· by

the construction or manipulation of a raelal meta-narrative th,1t became a more salient

identity construct. This was so much so th,lt it gl'CW to .1SSU1l1Cgt'ciltCl' significance! than the

class struggle mct,\phor ill tl'l111Sfol'ming !lullth Africim society.

Q Fnr \%II1l(IIII,pSy./wlllgi ••r/IJl'tI(I('ltk,\ have t1"llJjli"llan~·illdulkd illdividu.ll·diff('l'('un· dilll('miull\ th,lt miRht dl'H'fmiu('
smn'ptihilhy til pn'jullin'. 'I'lli'. indmb roulurmiuu, ,\\\tliuril.ll'i.11Ii1m, OV('I"I\I·lwr.l1h,ltil1ll, sdf'\'st\'t'll\, psydllllol\iI:,l\
,\dhl\llIh'llt. fm\U\I(illll, imdlij\\'lIn"l{uglll,lIi,\lII,l'll\idiIY IH' In\l>[,'I'.\l1\\' III Ulllbil\uity, plllitk.11 hdil'fsy,\I\'l\\SSlIlh ,IS
1IIIlIt·I'V,\thlll,.lIltl ,11\11111[1<'1'01 psyrhudYlI.llllk \llll\II'\IIIS (llmkitt, 19')2, p W)I),

to Valll)ijk's \11')11'11.,1'11h.I' \11'('11 nilirh\'ll by .\ l\umlw;' of authors, FIJI' ('x.ll\\jlh., \""',hl'r<'l1 aud Pulll'" l'IU'll'vill\{l1l
(1983), where tll\'y \111\\1('tha\ his IIIlIdl'\ relic (l1l.1 I ".:lIilivt'ly n'dm!iuuI\\ illN Ill' mhl'l'('Ill'I' (\V\·thl'l'dl &. POllI'I"
19')~,pSS).

II Van Dijk ,\111)1\uJl hh .muthcr illlJlIlI't.UlI "'llI'IIO{ hi, I'",itiull ;\11,,11.. \\,,\,:"; .such .\Inll'lltn" ••1I1d,\\1\\\('1:11'\ an' not
~illlply 1'''I\llitiw ill till' individual or PI'l'I"llol! ,\I'Il\(' hilt al,' 1\\111('1'flll'lllS of Illli,11 \1I1\nitit'Il, 'I'his ~lldo'\lIgllili"I'
1'1'1''')1''l'li,,' .Ils" ,\lI"w\ us til ,'(llItIl'lt I'xplidtly t,t1l11lr prdudin' withlod.ll iutl'I.lllillll (,til.! lWlI(' with IlIllwr,I.ldllll)
\11\\1with ~l1d.11 \lrmllln'.\ 1'1'diluimill,\(iol\ .\11(\ 1"\lbm (".111Dijk, 1\lS7, P 25).
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were not asked to provide this information directly. 1'() do so W.lS considered to be

undesirable as it could have affected their responses. Part of the stl'.\t:cgy for gaining their

confidence was to assure them that none of their personal details (aamc, address, etc.) WC1'C

required, or of ,U1Y interest to the study. It transpired that many of them mentioned their

age, place of origin, employment and marital status in any CIlSC during the course of the

interviews,

The data th.\t was recorded on tape were transcribed in detail, including

hesitations, false starts and repairs. The transcripts were then coded as shown in the table

in appendix F. Samples of these and other transcripts ca also be found in the body of the

findings section, using the same coding system. They are indented slightly less than

standard quotes,

Initially the ,\11<\1yS15 followed the course outlined hy Van Dijk (1987), where he

argues that the central question being asked lS: "How do the interviewees talk about

themselves ill relation to members of ethel' race groups in. thelr social mllleu)' This is i11

addition to scrutinising what the partlcipants said about themselves per sa. Mnny of the

previous studies (such as Van Dljk's) were conducted 011 white people in C01.111tl'lCS such as

the Netherlandsand New Zealand, vhere white people constitute the rnajorlty and have
had little cause for questioning their own identities. In South Afdc,\, 011. the other lmnd,
Afrikanns speakers report having had to fight fol' the recognition of their language and

culture, One of the consequences of this was th,'lt they were able to difCUSS their own group

ill terms thi\t did not depend _\Smuch 011 comparisons with other groups. That is, they

were able to articulate various chnracteristics of their own culture, in W.lYS that suggestud
th,\t it was not something th,\t Wi'S taken for granted,

5.2. Data Interprerntioru Discourse Analysis
"I Iow.under wh.\t lxmditklfls,.lIld in what forms cursomethlng llke 1\ suuj(\t
,\ppml' in the order of di5(.'n\lrl>t'?Wh.\t "UI it \\SS\l111l" and by ob~yil1g whllt niles? In
shert, it l~a Ill.ltt('r of drpriving t1wsubj('(" (or its ~l1h5titm(') (IFirs role as originator,
and of atlill)'bhl~ til(' subjt\,t \\S \\ Villi-Illl!' and l'OI\)[1\(';': function of II dis('QUIW"
(Follcault. clted in Rabinnw, 1')1)1,118)

Discourse \\11\\lY8i8 cl1itbles one to arrive i\t ,\11understanding of th!, \.' luditiollS

under which knowledge, thought <lndaction are made possible, 'I'lut is, it doesn't assume
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far more unashamed racisr talk," One might also mention the possibility that five years

"go, not even a television C'\l11C1'.\ would have prevented most of the participants from using

racist talk, It has only been in the last few years that many of the participants have had

access to more positive informntion about members of other races, and had greater

opportunities for S()ci'llisillg with them,

Importantly, most of the discussion "bout race that takes place in the public arena

today is aimed at overcoming the old racist ways of thinking, One 1l1ight thus infer that the

contradictory ways ill which the participants discussed racial matters could be regarded as

evidence of t'.lis discursive shift in South AfrkH\ society. On the one hand, the participants

went to grc.\t lengths to distance themselves from the stereotype of "Boeyen, "racists", 01'

II/\.\XlI3right.wingers", stating for example, that they had J) problems with regard to

members of other races. 011 the other hand, tilt' conversation inevitably switched to

negativ» portrayals and stereotyped depictions 0:: other racial groups th,\t demeaned or

dehnmanised them * often without the participauts even appearing to realise this. This will
be explored. further ill the analysis section. It is also important to note tlmt the popular

notion of a racist conjures up the image of hard-line right-wlngers, who ,\1'0 tough ant{

aggressive in promoting their obnoxious views. It must be emphasised however, to the

COIlCl'al'Y, tl1l1e even the most racist of the participants ill this study carne across ,1Sbeing
incredibly nice, kind and eVC11 harmless (who didn't Wi\11ttrouble), Initially, this led the

researcher to conclude that thc partieipants he had selected were indeed net r"ci~ts.

However, once work began with annlysiug the transcripts in terms of the theoretical

framework outlined above, it was possible tel understand how these incredibly nice, non-

racial, normitl people were, ill fact, tl'allSlllittillg and perpetuating racist ideology in subtle
and complex ways,

5.1,3, Cassen» TapesJ Transcription and Coding

The d,tt,\ that were obtained from the interviews were recorded on nurnl ered

tapes. A notepad and pen was also used to jot down any important C01l1111ellts01' themes

dl,\t needed to be pursued, as well as the tape numbers used and their sequence, The

"l'pl·o.dmi\tt~ age, income level and gender of the rvspondcnts was also noted, illthough they

I Althpugh it might hi, "nJwiou\" that 1111'.1('j'("pflll(km., 1'1'1'l1'l'I'j'j11lhl to hi' rt'rtll'dl'd Pl'l'ri~('lyhl'lillllt' Ih"y imcndcd
lll'lkint: [',wi.l\ \(lllllll,'m~, tllil is unlikely as they did no! know iUllJI':\IIl'\' that th~II'III'\'Il\I('S would Ill' pursued in IIll'
int"lvil'w thilt was tu follow,
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any b1.U111.' for anti-blacl; thoughts and (h·lls, One of tilt: ways in which this is achieved, is

t· link present- • ";llg and OPPl'('SSiOll with blacks, This provides .\11justification fol'

hitting them, its tney are perceived ,1S presenting ,\ threat to "us whites- especially

Afrikaners" •

Tho couple ill transcript C, for example, listed. t"l}W, violence, theft, murder and

deeth (lilles 122.12(,). They IIIso mention how their son was almost stabbed In the prison

where he works, Like the old t\dy in 1".), tho wile in C mentions th.lt if she were to insult 1\

black, he would Idll her (C, litw 39). I Ier hushand dt'sel'ih('~ the diffl'l'l'm'l'lwtWt~l'l1 hhwks

nnd whites '1S follows:

M: l<yk. die \'L'nkil is".dit'sw,utt' 1>Jl jou \~I(ldmaak "kill p.IU·lUlld",

P ...111.1;U'dil' Wiu(·uil' ..
M I.I,1t ek dit so sel, hy S,1!j(I\\ 1\('('1afc.u}. ClIlUl' I\I(\II'V.III jnll blIK,1 is ~?,:.,,,,d lwt II)' niHf'gtigt'it511odil:

ui(\ll.u h)' kom !tiN' ,1.111(:? ~)...dit is it."tillk. sy 111\\1\11'. Kyk IUK' III.l.tk hulkdi(' 011 m<'I1y.' (klOd.NOli
il~ hv wi! ga,ul w'd, ;\~lW nOli nwil~wi'lkloos is. (11 hy Iy (\PllgN\ hoekom mNI!.(' ~'('l'muk ('II ({nml
m.\.~k ;\\hv uer wll ~tI\'l.Ashv bv illY kom ('II hv wil :,(('d. V.lt \VoIt hv wi( ht'! ..noll ht'l'k{llllm('ll~' (~l(1d
1ll.~lk~}'1.~lI'ashy '1\ Illl'.>bJ IWlll hl't IlUl~:.Wlliy dit f~d\llIill.as II~'ill \\IIIJ'\\\IPl'll Ill't \t\ll!~,1.m i,y lIit
gt·hrullt. 01 dit Ilodig of nil1uodin is. hy ,,,11 htllll};('blUik" (C, iilll~lS()'HJ2).

This p.\l'tidp.mt claims tl\i\t bl.\\~ksare killers by iustinc:t, 01' by nature, This thl'l1ll'

will be pursued Iureher in .\ subsequent section, as it is It very itnportant one. Tlw head of
the household (tho moehce) ill interview I r did not wam the interview to be recorded .1Sshe
was convmccd th"t someone would en 11C and get her, She also seemed unable to accept the

f,\ee th.lt the researchc. W.'''' it student, and }H'pt nsldng him to SCI.'that a robot was installe«
\\t the corner (It' 11(11'str(.'l.'t, _\8 she lud almese been run over twice by blacks • despite

ft'lW,\tl'd ,\'ism'i\1l(.'(':;th,lt nobody else would QV('t' SN~ the notes th.\t wen'lwing taken, Shu
also sured th.u 111.'1'two SOIlS were ,\'1",\)' during the wl'dt, tIm·jug which time she lived 011

her own. )he reported th.lt she feared hl.'ing iltt.ll'lml tit night, as tIll' police would do

nothing to help the people ill rhe m'l'., (l.)l'illl~thcmselvc .s involved with the eriminnls), She

reported that sh,' fl'c.'qU(lutlyheard knorks olllU'f dODI' late .tt night .\ad. W,tS convinced that
it was "the coloureds" th.u lived in a 11l'.lrhy slum area.

!
I
I~

I
~

These seutiments ,\WI', in no W.\~lrllhtt'ktl'~l to tIll' worldng class Ihl1'tidp.Ults

though. 'I'll!.'middle class p,lnidp.ul1S howev, I" usually (It'scrilwd their ft"u's in a less din'l't
and gt\\phie ,\V,\Y.

'·F._l:J.1 ek llL'UI •• Ii\ 1Il~ \I'II'SIlIltlll Ri.l,IL r..la!.Utl'I,d,. \'''lIit hit tlli'('llllulIl:a ••u bly ~klllllll('t dil' \W,IIWS,
IIl.UI' t,p •.lil'lill 1'11.1w;lld hv .!·"'ilg<'ul,\,t!\, MI~ audIT \\,()tH'd(' 1I1111\·(\('( hulk: lid!, Il'W(1 t~!'r,r'(',,1.111di('
lil'l!dtllljh ot dit'...

Ill: 1111\1"\\011 Atrik.l word.,
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6.1.5.1.5wiu't, Rooi, en Roomse Gevare

Most of the parricipanrs in this study reported {('dings of anxiety about the present

and future in South Africa. Amongst the many present Iears raised, l'COllOI, ,.c

considemtlons ,\1'(' itt the forefrour. This is, of course, piu'tkularly true of those (working

class p.u1:idp,lutS) livim; in impoverished areas, As one of the 'J.lrtidp.mts expressed it:

'M: Whitt' rl'O. It !\in'la'i'll forn\1 out of t11('k joh~.They've [i(\'UIlll' victims· you :.IIOUIdluve M't'll them
til" other night in til(' WliP kinhens 011TV. Tlw5{, pI\ll,l(' in thj~arm 11<1\'(''lhll~)'5.\Idlt'!l,!. They've
\\I\\,.\\,s b(",l1llllik'J'lllill~(t

I: Like ll()lll' lit th(' {ll'<lpll' in powrr 11m\" I'm!!)' cue dtllE'l?
M;Jil. tilt' govN1Ulr'nt liil('~l\'t(~\r" ... (".pfd.llly .Ibom tht' whites, Tlll'Y ~ho\lld h(1 tlt('H' to I1l'1p.'1'la'Y Nwuld

Ioree l,l'{lpk' to ~tudy limit tlIl'Y .11(' 18. All tlll'Y ure doing 1ll1W is 1\lrillg abol1t bl.ld\ 1'('01'1(',Tlll'Y are
nor l'OlII't'rtl(\i...tlll'Y dotl't mIt' about \IS "(fl.).

A:I stated previously, most of the middle class p,l1,ticip.lllts claimed that hardship»

and s\\il'e1'ing wen' the main reason why tilt) 'volk had to mobilise in tht> (',ll'lil'r p,trt of this

cl.'11tmj. The follo\dug extmct from illWrVl{'w (D) sums this up cOllcis~'ly:

M: "M.I.Il' ilS jy Mj'U !>lwup 1II('1I!>(',I(I plat r.('~a.t!l,,,V.l1l hulle pJ.[\{,a1t;dlliUld oiso \'t){)lt'l. dm vlnd iy lulo
M.ldi.~1 it'511 wry !>low pnlC{"'<'· \wt te dot'lI lit'!' mee IV,tt, 11(.W,UI{'('f j;' \0 pLlt gr.lI.I.ul IswllId jy
g(\iwill~~om te dink u you \1n'11'1!lt'tl t\l think. wItt'li you have lIothing, En tlLti hdl' lwdodl' V,UlIl.! tlit'
Ang1(),tkl{'[f.' omilltj. tot tim ,~t'h(,lI,\.II\l\kW'nt('ddikillg. tOl" dil' Ahil{,ul('t' st,ld toe b"iiiu kom, W,IS III
omi,I~~1ik('lll(ll'likl' Iwrindt\ Dit hi'!: (·its ill dil' g(1l\('~11 gch,·d Illl'l' di~ R!('\.uliutl!'ll die ~w.lltm,ul\'.ut
v,U1Jt!g".

F:Ja. 111.1<11'dls hoekom d< ~. dle wid l!m.ti. M,\,lr W,lt l'k d,\iUm(,'t' wll W.ltlt rk hl,!;l'n\ll~i gdl'l'S Iwt.d.lt jy
killl'JI volk ook ht'gilllt'kllll, en jy kim cli!' syp.llhit> Illl'!: dil' bud bcgitll'ellrn, .1'11dle It·ifdt'>h.\,\t!)l('t Ili\'
hnd IlIrt sy nt<'lit' volk(,rt', teen oJl~jg(ltt'\"UIdle I!(l{'wdheid rnease wat hIWi\W(' i, in It.1! IlfOUtt M('t
hOt'wd MId jy t'U j()U (1(\kmilil\W I~NI)tt hi'!'. in flit' gl'Ond, \V.wmp jy 1('(r' (A).

This account (\\11 he seen .\S s"l'vmg ,l)i jmtific.ldol1 fOl' till' l'd,ttiv~ly f.\Vo\U\\bll'
position in the hit'l\U'~hy ()(;c1.1pil·d hI Afdk.\lll.'l'S .\t Pl'\lSI11lt. In ell·('t, whitt is bdug said is

th'1t bCC.'1.1SI.' thi.1Ydied for tlw land and made gr(Mt s,\crifices, it now belongs to them • they
are euritlcd to it. In the "bow Win extracts, where the middle class '(ms oppressed, the

working class am OPPl'~\sst'd • \\S nwmhers of the Afril{.,\1Wl· race. '1'11('5('accounts thus serve

as )ustific.,tioll fill' till' sins of till' p.\st und incqnalitles in the present, The woddng c1.1~;S

p.u·tidp.\tus are ,\bIe to USt' their present unfair 8iuhltiOll to jl1.',dfy thdl' hostil;ty towards

blacks, The middle class p,lt'tidlWltll, 011 the otlll'l' hand, have to n"mrt to historic"l

injustices ,\S justifit\ttioll 1'111'thdl' pn'Sl'!lt IH'g,nivt' ft'l·liug,'i towards members of other l",d.,l
groups,

6,1.~.2.lU.1C/"·S .IS dmgf', (I{{~

10M:"IlU \"IIl'!' milt Ihrll!, II,!' ·.1'1,.111 tnl't ,I whih'pl'hllll.ll'u! "IW,iV, 1I\l.',I,1Whitl1jWr.,(llJ. but !l1l!.1
[ll,ltk" I dllll't tnl'ot .1 [;1.11 i. II'J.

It h,\!, ,,1n'.llly hll('l1 .u'g\ll'd ill the previous M'l'tit1l1 tlut till' worhillg d\~.~

p.lrudp.mts {ltllph.1Sist.' th~·il' SUIl\·rillgin the • t'1'!>l'llt, p.wtly tIl ~'x\ml'l"\ll' th\.·m~wl\'\.'s from
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changing l'(l;\lity. One C,l11 be pretty sure rhu these individuals We -uld have vowed never to

live in it mixed urea only a few years ago • before it actually snuted to happen,

If 0111.' examines the transcript of interviews C and D (in till' appendices), it is clear

that the participants in C hnve f.u' more l>igid ,uHI inflexible views on 1',td,11kklltity and

difference. The p,u'tidp,l11tS ill D, 011 the other hand, HInd. to be r.ll' UlO1'U sensitive and

understanding abeut racial 1S8Ul'S •• ind are f,u' less 'l).m1'k~v('dubuut the ch.Ulges tIl,lt are

t,\killg place "round them. Theil' ,ttt1tuties, no doubt, are ,t reflection of their situatlons. TIll'

particir,\Uts In C live in II troubled area, They report overcrowding, littet" <:1'i1:I1\:, lots of

noise at night, invasions of priv.\{~j', joblessness and unhygiellic conditions (for example at

the hOSpit'll where F: W.lS taken up). The p.lrticipams in D 011 the other hand, live! in it

relatively well tended ,U',!.\. They reported wry Hull' crime ilnd violence, and that 110t so

m,my members of otht'l' filet'S had moved in ("only it Iew coloureds"). EWl'yhnlly

Stlpposl'd1:r went .tbout' their business and didn't cause ;lIlY disruptions, The two younger

partlclpants lind even hqllUl sol'i.l1isiug with the non-white nelgbbuurs, Prom this, one

might conclude th,\t, given the right ccndltions, even totllisillg ideologlcal systems, such ,\S

the race-based one experienced under (lp,trtlJdd. cnn literally f,lde ;\\V.ty. This would I of

course be a very .slmplistic Wily of viewing things ••ind there \\1'I~111,111Y ether dj'lliUlli.c:Sin

tlpCl\ltiou (I'd. Smith &:M.wki(', 1995,219.306). One of the more obvious OMS bdllg that of

iudividu,\l difference • tlw Iamlly in D were f.u' more sophisticated than that in e. This is

.11:10 reflected in their respecrive occupatlons (D manunl labour, C dcril.'.d).

Y (It, despite their relaeivc llpcu'milldl'duess and more Iavonrable situntiou, tlll'
p,:it'ticip.mts ill D were still Wl'Y negative in their P0l'U\'j'.l1 of blacks, and condest'{lnding

towlmls theil' coloured llt.'ighbo\1l·s, This is particularly noticeable in the case of the young

male (M). Even more l'l'Uli\l'k"hll\ W,lS the f,let th.\t the old l.\dy twice requested the

rese,m'h('l' 110t pt\y tilt' t'\lJl'l'l'l'Ol'tling to 'l1l}'mll' ItSshe fl\\fl'd tlll't they would be killed few

it, This phl1l101l1l'mm will be pursued in thl' S('c\iou tIl.\t follows,

(,.l.S. The t1.fh'J,..m('~· .1S 'l'(,I'S('f'lttcd"

"If WI' Il.lVl' l1l't'Il,MI'ct\'I1willi jny orsorrow by om)' (lilt' Whtll,('lullj'" to u r],I'>S or
nation diHI'h'1l1 tllllll \lUI' (,WII,,,,W(' \ll,11!lIut !Il\\' Ill' h,ll\' him Illl'ldv, hut the
"hllll'lIl tlwd,"'.t!I'll.Ilioll II,whkll hl'bdIHlg," '
(Iltllll\lill Hl'ilH11.l.1t,77,T/dWo)
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colonialism, and moving towards it gl'Ciltcr ,\CCI,'pt,UlCC of Africanisation, This W,lS, of

CO\WSl\ directed ilt British imperialism and the pro-Britisl; whites.

This theme of struggle, resentment and injustice W,\5 so much so th.\t 011e might

conclude th,\t it hits been precisely tIl(' sense of ollsbught over .\ long period ill time that

has given rise to the identificatiou with being an Afl'ik.ult'r. TIlt' f,let t1-.1t the working class

participants ill the study all expressed feelings of present injustice and hardship is perhapn
nlso of sigllifk.mce, The prescne "ffol'ts to right the wrongs of the P,lst could have the cfi\'ct

of dl~epl'lling the divisions in society, .\S the' salience of r,\ci.\l difference continues to be an

issue. I~V<'nthough the thrust of discourses "bout 1"'C(' todlY .11'C to combat racism- coupled

with the h;m\ships experienced by these working class people, m.my of whom have "trcady

bought into .lp.trthcid ideology abeut black inferil)l'itY and dishonesty, till' result could be

C'V{'11mort' negative l\wbl feeliugs i1bout blacks, At the S,\l11C time, it is import.mt to note

rh.lt blacks' perception of prejudice (fl'om whit (Is)is precisely what is claimed be

respensible for thcir ncg.\tive perceptions of whites. A viscieus cycle thus exists, where the

,lrtifici"ll'"ci"l divlslons in SOdl~W.11'1.1 perpetuated ,\S Individuals perceive their own group
to be under thl'c,lt from others. One C.\11.onlv hope th,\t \ ulltiUUl11g structtlftll

transformatlon of the South Af1-i(.\\ll socio-economic landscape will have corresponding

positive ,'ffccts "9 f.u' .\9 Individuals' Mtitmlcs to members of perceived out-groups ,U'C

concerned,

It W,lS of gr<.',\1:intel'cst to note th,\t the p,\rtidp.mts, regardless of uuy other Iactcrs,
did not express any hostility ilbout the f.iet 111,11:members of other racial groups wore

moving into their ,11'1.1.\. This W,lS only perceived .\S being .\ problem WhCl'(I there were

dcfillitt· signs of dererioratiou ill the ,U·C,l.Por example, if tin' neighbo\\ls hlended-in and

lived like everyone else, the P.ll'lidp.m,ts accepted it. However, those who had experienc«!

wh.\t they perceived to Ill' IldlJfillite decline ill st.Ultl.lrds (dsing crime, lhrer in the streets,

oVl1r<.'rmvding. ('tc.) tended to be Vt'X', hostile towards the btu-It ndghho\l1's (an example <,.lI1

be Iound in sampl« transcript C in ,lPlwmlix C). Although this may sound like .1 t1'ivi,\l

point, OtH' ought to lw.\r in mind th.tt it could h'lVi' hcen tll\' c..ise thut these iudi1 idtt,tls fdt
th.lt living ill ,\ mixed nl'ighhoUl'hood was mflllll1;V wrong, 01' ',i1\ful, 01', .It leasr, Wl'(l1lg on

pl'it1dph', Illst.'.\d. they teuded to lit' !'l'.\gm.\tic uhout the is.,m'. TIlt' exceptions lwjll~~nit tilt'

i~s\ll's Ilf sl1~·htlisillgwith lU('mhl'l'li of o\h\·1' l\W('S. (11' of mixed m.u'l'l;\gllS· "lthotlHh it will
no thluht Ill' shown elsewlure t11l'iil' l'I'Ml'V,nious too. tend to diss,llvl' in tlw f.w\~Of.l
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have all Afdk.\,U1S school in Johannesburg", She describes how her emotions are stirred-up

at the ph\ying of Die Stem, ,\S it evokes memories of how her' people struggled to establish

themselves in the world.

This was ,\ l'O1llll1011 theme among the participants, most of whom felt that

Afrikimt.'l's were ,\ downtrodden, oppressed people who had many enemies, Tlll'} expressed

a strong attitude of resentment ,\t the 11ljuStil"l'S of till' P,\st, ,\S well as their treatment at

present. The middle class participants tended to emphasise past injustices (British

occnpatlon, the Anglo-Bee» war, concentration C,\lUPS,the struggle to have their tmgu.lgc
recognised, etc.) All of tilt! particlpants expressed a S(HlSe of hardship and suffc1'illgth,\t had
been endured by their people over the years, Whitt follows is il table th.u llsrs some of the
main grievances listed by the participanta

P,u1icubrly mH{itlg to till' researcher, was the Iaet that many of the terms used by

thl~ participants to dl'Scl'il1l' t11('s('histork.\l gdl',..uiccs W('1\' idl,ntic,\l to those used in tht~

"black" liberation lit1'Ugnk Sonw nf till' anielcs l'l',\d sUl'l'(mndillg these issues WI'H' ,11:;0

p.u'ticuhdy ironic in wd,ty's l'Ouwxt, given th.\t they were written hy s',lppm'tN's of the

nparthvid llOlkil'S ,\t till' time, 1"(11' example, OtH' (If the articles n'.\i.! W,\S ,,{lout n}lposillg
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personal level, despite their attribution of this unity (common blackness) us arising from

some essence that lies deep within them, binding them together organically .18 ,\ l\K:C.

However, the situations described alxr.; 44.\ em those who perceive themselves

,\S suffering or oppressed. where powerful r,\c1.tl feelings could be evoked so that they

become more easily discernible. It should be emphasised that these more extreme effects of

perceptions of hardships, coupled with racial attributions could almost certainly be found

amongst even t1H~most content individuals, but ill .\ less overt .,uti conscious form. They

could also be related to positive racial Identification. An example of this would. he where

individuals belong to a group that enjoys high socio-economic status, and attribute this to .t

tr"ie ill their perceived racial or cultural group. It can thus he seen th.\t l..icial idtmtific,\tioll

is it complex phenomenon, ,15both these factors come into play for tho participants, 1'1,"y
b()th express feelings of inferiority (with respect to other "white nations"), and superiority

(over the "lesser non-white nations"). These contradictory themes will be explored further

in this report.

6.1.4. Afrikmtcr Identity as tbrcuenad

Most imporurnly, all elf those interviewed reported that they did not feci as

th01.1gJ· \\ey belonged to i\ cohesive, homogenous entity th,lt stood together or provided .l

solid foul1(btloll to Afi'ikmuJ)·dom. R'lt!wr, they pointed to the sharp divisions and sul»

categories of Aft ''''1's who, perhaps, had few simihtdties aside of ('It least) it common
language and skin coiour, Interestingly, perceptions of ,\tt,tdts on iVri!t.mcrs was reported

to be il rc.1S0I1for idcntifying oneself M IUlAfrik'\llt:r. That is, wl .1. there was little
Intrlnsic value in mobilising i\ community splrit amongst individ\l,\!s from such diverse

backgrounds, this became necessary ,\S the gl'OUpperceived themselves to be under attack

frern a number of sources, It could thus be argued th.\t these nccounts serve to provide 1\

jilstific,lthm £01' AfrlkitlWl' uatlcnalism and its negative consequences in the latter p"lrt of
th~~ C~ll1ttlry, One of the parricipanrs described her feelings on this matter ,1Sfollows

"Fl: 1.1.1.\1', 5(1osrk~, d.I<\I'is'n till'i0S(l Afrikaller. ok !WI:'ni" 0111 'lfllt M~dil' I\m'lIlllt(', war waUt'S nle, En ,,1\
t'illk dis sirllmllliig both'ditl' in dle W(':l{' ...

Il2: I Io!'jy I1'.lg\'{'J'...
Tll:JII, Fllit' ('('IIWilt en Afdliil,lIlW nnam lim, (InW.lt... ('11w.tt gmot !\\'wmd het in (lib lyd \Voltons Ilf,tig

I~('v(~~Iwe om llC't'U Atlj]~.l.llll(, lltx"I:il'(~J/ hit'l' iIlJnhilllll('.~HlIl1 tt' h~.Jyweer, oms.u t/lJ/llItllJ lrgop
M,\itll,l\, ('It in lIillll' silll: .IShull!' DillSHim ~l(I('l. \'V,([lt dit Wlt'l .. ,dis ni(' ell iud\llmillilSk· lIil" dit W,\S'n
J1a~il'It1lllw)iglwid, Wilt in L,wr,~\llll\ lwr.inlK't, en dt,nl\(1r-1i\U lwt, iyweer, vuul .;:?:;. .." ~i),

Particularly clear is the p,l1'ticip,Ult's i1;t(·I'pd1.nioIl of "every I"'. son who has an

\frik'l,ms nmne" and thtlsl' who "grew up in i\ time where they really h.ld to fight, just tl)
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B<.'fpl.\'concluding this section, it is important to now thut peehaps the key aspect

of identitv ilw Pl'l'SOl1,\l dimenslon. Whell 0110 thinks of races and cultures, the first thing

th.lt springs to mimi is the fact that these arc social constructs, It is oftell forgotten that

wh"t keeps these entities functioning are the individuale who identify with them, so

perpetnating them. BC,ll'illg ill mind the comments th.\t were made 1U the "definitioa of

terms section", th.lt race has no respectable scientific smtus, one might argue that races and

cultures depend in large part on the imagiu,\tiolls of individuals for their wry existence,
C,u'cCul uttentlcn thus needs to be p,\id to this pC1'S011<11 (symbolic) dimension in order to

gain ,\ better understanding of how racism is perpetuated, This personal dimension of what
is normally categorised ,\3 "national' or "racial'' (iu the sense of being non-Indlvldual) is

"ppm'cnt in the first tr.mscript sample in this section (in the fit'st sentence), where the

participant (P:) states th.le she ((gr,'wup with 110 concept of whitt she was" ill terms of the
different nations, In the second tr,Ulscdpt saml'lll ill this seeeion, the p.lrtidp.mt (Fi:) states
passionately tlhlt she knows how bad her people had it, how they were done in, and how
they were made inferior. AllothC'r example can found in interview C, where the p,\rtidp,U1t

sraeesth'lt she strongly preferred the "old South Afrie.\II, because she felt than
"".It W.ISmy people, it \wsmy govemmem, it w,lSm), ('oU!ltl'y ... llntil it bl.'!j,mto mix, Now I don't h,\V('i\

gO\'t/mment,1 don't have 1\ whitt' (,()IUltI'j'. I have nothing for my ...d!: Bt'CllllSt'tilt' bloody thing, he
\Vi\lI(s,.lloug tllt' m.ld and loWS!ttl lello my d.uhllg!h (AP[lt1lllIiK C,liut's 129·131: TnUJll,lt(\'1 from tIl{'
origin,t\ Ah'iki\<U19.

All of these examples show th.lt for these panlclpants, lwhmgins to a mciill group
is not ;\lst nbout ,\1'1, ,\hStl"'Ct natioual c\\tt'gm)", but is something tlMt touches them
emotionally in ,l'vel)" illdividu\,l and perseuul Wily. One could relare this to .mrlbution
them'}', whereby Individuals ,\ttcmpt to muike sense of himlships and .tlieuatiotl th.lt they
have experienced personally. Theil' suffering (,\\U be represented psychically thrO\lgh the
metaphor of IIm.ypeople", pl'()viding some comfort thi\t out.' is not so alone .,CNr all. The
national or ,t1olk narrative serves .\S ;\11 emotive vehicle £01' the common expression of pain
and hardships, The "'V()lJ.~under thl'e.lt .md stl'\lfm1ing" can thus be seen .'8 im articulation of
personal thn\\t ,Iud stl'uggHng. This suggests th.\t the reason why tlw 1.1.11.111itl'S (in the
earlier pitt!' of this century) were able to mobilise Afl'i1Wll'l'S .\}Ol1!t l\lCi,\llilll'S so dfn·tivdy
W,\l\ because thl'Y (.\S iudividu.lls) were {IXIWri('IWillH hardships, powrty ,lilt! lWtl'il} ~1by till'
system. Simjh\1'l~'.hlacks around rhv world ,ll'l' ,Iblt' to mohillse aIling rnciul llnes ill

1'l'SP01\S('tIl f\'l'iillgs \If 0PP1'llSSl\1Il, illjustin' and hardships that are {'Xlw1'it'llcet! at this
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government's propagand« stl',\tcgy for mobilising support for apartheid policies and

practices," One of tilt' middle class couples described the situation cs follows:

"I: Dillk jlllJtl dilJl' is 'I} ding soos 'II ti('pi('.It,Alrik;uwrt Of, "It dink die woord is '11 tifll~).;tt' Afrikaner?
PI :j'" ek dink d,I'lr's ,Hnt'ti.'f 'n olld{,llil}j\)udl', Jllotif('{'ring vii' 'n Afl'jk.Ul~I' om 'II Afdk'llH.'!' te wees, ('11

ek dinl~ dls gllbo!'" uit die gesldl\imis, As g(lvol!~van di{' 't~Itt1.k'wat die Afdk,UI~I' \lltyd g('h.ld her, ('II sy
pogings om '11 "ie i&,ntitdd OIl te bout ('II sy 111011tt" bou. En \'.ul(LI;\1' oIfheedit net uitg{'stl'OOlll ill 'Il/e
. igtil1gsu SllOS Afrikall{,1 lll'sighddslUt'llSC g('word Ill't, sooshull« al\,ld('mki gtlword her, sooshulle ... is
d;1Ol1'nle 'u tirpi{'S{' Afril'\,lllt:1' lIie, lIl,li\l' 'II Ond('fligg<'ud(' ,m/.:<" Wilt Afrikaw'Is byuwkiliU' hou-
sidkuudig.

1:[a, so dis seker moeilik om presles tl' ~ Wilt is dil' t'i(.'ll~ti\PPl'van so 'n persoou?
P1:];\ wd, ek diuk dill (1(II'5t(l eicnsj{ilP is die &wllhorigh('iti!t('\'(wl, lLlt bulle uil.'iiL.lIul(.'(If, soort \~Ud.ll'l1n'k.

lik dink hnlle &u dit bale meolik uit dill Afrilt,Ull't' lIitkl'Y, d.I<lihlrtll('\, ding, Hulle U'ill'ksplm(.'(ll" hull"
u'it uitgaiullllld('r 11,)51es,and('!' lll('tISCleer ken, bulle lees wyd hull!' olltwl'vindings is wyd. M,m hull"
u'iI t!,I,lI't1W.l.l.uuliorighl'id'f,('vod M. Ell t'illl<Uul W,lt dit IIi" het nle isbai(' ruaklik genwrk as 'n vemaler,

I:JI\.
rll: Dis 'II si(llkuudig,1ding, 'II \olk~.sit'lklllldig(' ding. lLlt .,~ di" mel\~'llit'hulle ('il'll1nn'beskenu d.ul

nil'lll.Uld anders g.liUl. Elt meen tOt ViUld.lr,. kyh hO<' word OIlS V,UIILlg nog \IIIWtmp .. ,
fl2: Maar, don nns dit, beskerm ens ou\srlf?
Fl:;:~ l1t'ndEl, meen, ushy t/(lll drs 10 (,{'II die Afdlt.uIN'S g;mu ('k hom \litsit! Dis Ilk' d.lt W.lt hy ,<1> imil'

'WL11' nit'. Dir is l1~t 'n instinl\ti~w(' lUllr" ,1I.MI' luistl'I', ~k weer hoe ~W.\i\r1Mmy volk g~ltry. [132], Ek
W(.'(Ithoe's ons ingedocn, ek weet tim, \ml'mindrl'w.lOlrdig tmsgt'tN.uk is.n.lOli ti(Vl' dillf\. dis h'li(· <?~.

I:J,l. dis seker soosllleskielllllrr di('lldt~l" hull(' is 'n groot' volk ('H hulll' IIilIInwr mt'l,iI,lr WY.I'1l db
llOl1n.I<\lvii' hulle, W,Ult hull!' her nil' sulkl' vynnde, ~(\(lsjyg~sC hi't \,.\11 lilt' Afril\l\Ill'I'll?

Pi: Nee enhulle Iwt te V('t'15~kuritdJ lit'lu', dle edul' Sl'h'ld. Ek llU,{,1I hulk"t 'Ilryk g~h.l({DOl' die hele
wl·tdd. OIlS liN Ult'. OIlS het probeer om 'I) pl('I~ hil'r uit re kil!) hlerso op dle SlIirl punt \'.\11 Afri!ta.
W~t, dis SOOS 'II kind \V,lt in '11 g~horg(' huis gro{)t word- tilt'l\llr,els<'. of die AftikalH'I'S om <::?> jy
weet dls nooit veilia Ilk'. Daaroor W.IS d.tlr sulk" goed sees ons gl'stl dlt' &\\~lIt geV'olilr. dil" Roomse &('V.I>II',
jy w('('t, II) d,Midillgr • (13),

The "hove was fairly represeutatlvc of the Wily that the middle class participants

would discuss rh!.!h perception of the Afril~,Ull'r as ~l11dcrthreat, All of them made fl'CQlll'l1"

references to historical injustices and the h.mlship'i experienced by thdr people. One of the
things t' I.\t is evident in the sample above 11>the notion th.\t Afrik.mc1's It,ttl to actively build
their own identity and hmgu.\gc in the f,lee of their enemies, This can be contrasted with

the English language and culeure, for example which is seen I\S having evolved naturally, or

org.mk,\l1y ever .m.my cemuries, '1'110 p.u,ticipantsl on the otht\r hand, fdt strongly that

their langunge und itll·ntity had to he developed througl .heir own conscious cff{)I't and

,~tl'uggle for recognition, This is often linked with the helief 1.11.\1."the blacks should now

ulso build themselves up, ,\S we did". The t~tt.:tth'lt the p.l1·tidp.Ult is middle class is
signif'klmt ,\S it Icnds credence to O'MI'I\1\\IS view that the Afd!{,U1l'l' middle class was

l'('SPI j), i!,It· £01' the racial mobilisatlon of working class Afrikaners in the 1920's and 1930's.

B 1'111'I'X,\llIl.II" I',W.ll"lh,I·~ 1I1'Illll'llt rt'll'fl"l, 1'\ ( .. til\' "Iud I''1,,1.ll1t;!.t'' '11\,lill\\ tll\' 1'1'111,11'"I SfllIIh Afrit,1 in 1:1'11\'1,,11.
(',lIhl'l' than ,11'.lrt/" i.1 iUI',tnkul,n\
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contact, She commences by stating that she grew up with no concept of what she W.lS, in

terms of different voIA'ere. She relates how she had grown up thinking that coloureds were

also white people. and was completely amazed to discover that they were in {.let a separate

nation, She also describes "blacks ns the people of the land, who were the workers who 'wc

employed, who didn't have education, background or training", Wh,lt is most interesting
about \,11of this is the {,\et tllllt she is anxious to emphasise th,\t there was absolmcl)1 no

discrimination against members of othi.'l' racial gl'OUpS, claiming th.tt tl.ey didn't even have
a category fer "coloured" .Yet, ill spite of this innocence, the f,let that they all knew their

place stands out very clearly, demonstratlng that ideology is not only about ideas, thoughts
and theories. This can be l'c!.\ted b,\c!t to the {al·t th.It we are born into .\11 existing order

tIt,It already has meaning coded into it. Thus, although the respondent hadn't IC<l1'1lt the
racial vocubulary thar we possess totby, she nevertheless new the rules- who not to
inter.tet with, who to employ, etc, Elscwlrere she expands 011this by stilting that there W,lS

110 sccial interaction between members of th~~diff<':l't:nt racial gL'OUPS in the neighbourhood

("they had their houses, and we lud ours" (A)). This phenomenon can be used to illustrate
the manner ill which ideology glues us into OUl'places, It demonsrrarcs the 111,\1111e1' ill

which we .,dope certain subject positions on being interpellated, thereby confirming the
existillg order, It also demonstrates that ideology, ill the sense of i1 discursive formation, is
not something th'lt is Immaterial, or ill 0\11' hends, but r.\ther built into the coding th,\t

grounds the entire social order. This is also why it W\\S argued earlier th,lt discourse is not
to be equated with t,111<:,itS 011C hits to consider the entire discursive domain, l"tthcr than
particular manlfestaeicns of it. Regardless of whether or not one knows "bout certain
rebtions consciously, one is nevertheless constrained to \\ct in ways that are conslsrcnt with
\Vh.Itis perceived to be lli\t\lr,ll, ratlonal, logical, or practical (especially in the sense of
bein conomicnlly productive, as will be shown btll1' ill this report),

6.1..3. AjHkmc)'ldemityas C:onstmctcd alit a/Necessity

TIll' fl'eq\wmly expressed idea thin Afrikaners were under thratt from \\11sides was
offered ,\S lwing the H'.\S{l11 why it "\\\\8 important for Afl'il~.ml'rsto stand togerher to

protect themselves from these oll'i};mghts, It is inWl'l'sting to note the dl'grcc to which this
t111'111(>has pl'l'hi\PS lWl'l' l'xplniwd in rWl'l1t times, and intl'gl'.\tl'd into the former
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language or race. They might have moved away from the old ways of thinking (ref.

interview F), but continue to be treated as though they have 110t.This then feeds into their

existing feelings of persecution and sense of injustice against "their people II, with the

ultimate effect of perpetuating the stereotype.

6.1.2. Afrikaner Identity IlS ConstYllcted

O'Meara argues that the National Party deliberately played on white (Afrikaner)

insecurities in the context of rapid urbanisation, impoverishment, and intense job.

competition in the 1930's and '40's. In his view, this was in order to coriscientise and

fragment the working class along mcial lines with the ultimate effect of promoting middle

cl.1SS interests, One of the participants in this study recalled her c.trly views 011 social and

racial matterst

"F: ...M!l,\r l'It Iwc byvoorbecld, hler in dle stad.ck het nle groot geword llll~ l'nig<' konsep ViUIWilt ek is,jy
weer, ()USas wrsl~jJll'Jlde volkere n~. Bk her net geweet rk is Afrik,lIUls, l~l ek meet trots wet's dl<Il'l.)p,('11
daars mill vasll tUS&'1lmy. (IIIdle [ode O()l'kiUlt die stmat, ('11,U{'Eng<'lse OOl'k<111tdle stmat,

M:J,I, but you didlivevt'l'ydowly ...
{1: Very clesely, like living in It mkrocosm nf, .•1.'11Ol1S h!'tlJ,x'l,'t'f/,M/lld gecn diskriu'jrtil~i(' t('('lIMl' swartes

gehad nlel Swart mense was S\\~lrt mense, en hulle W,IS die mense Villi die J,lml, en dIal' W,\S nit' 'n dillg
nit" maar hulle \\~ISdie werkers, ons was die mense mIt die werk vt'rskltt hl'! .an eLmi mense, \\\\l\t

hulle't nil' geleertheld gehad nle, hulle't nil.' ilgtC'rgronci, ell opvoeding gehad nie- het ons gedlnk, Dis
hal' ('k greer geword het, Eit het h"''gl.'n.\;uud byvocrbeekl nle geweet \VlIt is kk'lttling nle, Die eerste
k~Il' Wilt ek iu my hdc, gause lewe to doene g£'ll.ldhet Illt't 'II Jdt'ul'ling is nad,lt ens getroud was ... ek
Iwt vir hom gevm: "Wiltse nasle is d'''li mense, en d.I,li mensel" tin hy [her hmb.ulcij W.ISmos viUI die
Knllp, en liN beter gewcrt van K1(mling mense- cit hl't nit) gcw('('t \',\11 Klpurling mense nit...Hit hce
gedink dis blad, blns wit Ilwnsd 267 Ek het nit' g('wc<'tvan Klcudins nle, .k \ViIS tot,\;\l wr&tom! En toe
is ek \u 25/26 ja,\I'oud, en !lognie g"w('~tdit is 'n ld(,lIrling nit'. My mil het net s~sc:"Ag, dis 'n b[l5\I'1"',
en as l'lt vra Wilt is '11basrer (illl1: sy dis 'n winnan en 'nswart man W,lt, em, 'n SWlIrtVl'Ol1, of anders
om, Wilt kinders gehad het, 273ltn dls dle gcw,lg (1.tU\,.lIl. Ek meen, sell'smy nu kon nle vir my 1lV.U!
'n eerbare grmp sons die Malieit's nle- nil.' eers St'w~t nit'! Ons [~ll.' llved in the TnU\S~~liU,her hmb,md
in the CillW] her in vcl'!.kiUende provinsii\s gelewe, ell dit kon netsowd illldet'),lnd\, gewees het, En die
Idl.'urling(.'\\s In nasle, ,IS 'n volk, h~t (lit (,(,I'Sg,I.1Il olltdek lank n~ [M:ll'lll'k g~tI'Ou Iwc toe ek in die Knap
g'I.1Il werk her, Tn(l't rlt vir die eerste kl'llr gt'Sk'll maar die is 'n totale volk OJ! sy ele, dis 'n tOlili~ kuhaur
up sy (lit', maar IlIrC g('weldige raakpunte met ons, W.Ult lmlle pmilt dle sclfdt' (;1;\11\5 ellis, S() di.~basles
net ... " (A).

This can be argued to fit well with O'Mc,m\'s claim that r,lcid consciousness was

promulgated and refined ,\S all Idcolegical system during this period. The particlpant st.\tcs

th,lt the different racinl groups. who all lived ill the same neighbourhood. were not clearly

defined ill those days, Yet, itt the same time, it is also evident that despite the absence of i\

clearly demarcated d.lssifil\nioll system (that was to come later), there are indications th'lt

tho p.\rtidp.Ult and her f,\luily certainly knew th,\t tho other races were diffol'em to thdt.

own. This illdivi~hhtl, who W,\S born in approximately 1940, describes above how her racial

id('mitr b(,!l\hlW JUOtl' eblrly dd'iUt'd ill relntiun to other 1';\"('S with which sho carne iute>
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In terms of subject positioning, Afrika,tIls speaking children would be socialised in

an environment where significant others (the family) and other institutions (such >15 the

media, churches) schools and political parties) would transmit these ideas of whitt an

Afrikaner is to them. These will intersect with, and be contradicted by the plethora of

other possible identities available to them- a phenomenon that C,Ul be evidenced in the

interviews conducted In this research project. Aside from the significant class variable,

discussed above, one is also able to see that the younger participants held different views

from those of the older participants. Another of the more obvious class-related differences

was the f,tet thm; the middle class respondents were far better able to express detailed and
elaborate justifications for their views. Their accounts were based (>11 books read, places

visited, and even friends in high places, The working class respondents) on the other hand,

were often very hard-pressed to explain or justify their views. Theil' response" relied more

011 wlutt one might describe as being .1 t"dt 01' intuitive knowledge. one that could not be
articulated clearly (itt least, to a middle cl.1SS interviewer).

All of the participants ill the study felt very strongly that they were South African

Afrikaners. There was little spontaneous identificntion with European origins) particularly

amcngst the working class participants, Yet, when pursued, there \, as a closer
identification with being like the Dutch I 01' Germans lath!.!l' than being .1.t ,,11similar to

black South Afric.uls· in spite of hiWil1g shared ,\ ccmmcn history over ehe past three

hundred years, A clear example of this can be found in inu .view t) (appendix DJ lines 11-

30). On the other hand, one might argue that their idcatity ,\S Afdk,ulcrs W<lS eharacterised

by ,1 large degree of ambivalence. When asked questions such as: uWho nrc ')'(Jltf people?")

01': "Do you Ieel tlli\t you belong to any particular group of people]", they would

sometimes mention, for example, their local church affiliation, their family, 01' thi\t they

were South African. Once provided with the right cues however, they would 1I,\y that they

were Afdk,U1crs. Perhaps this identity hits indeed become more diffused, to the point that

it is less coherent and tU1c1'itic.\l1yassumed than previously, A lot ()f discussion itt the medin

cliaractcrises Afl'ik.uwl's in it lll'g.\tiVC light. resulting in I.hl,\situation where S01l1(1 of the

younger Afl'il~,\.Uls speakers prefer to .,tlopt tlth\H' identities that rcsulu in less cognitive

dissonance (Smith &, Macki«, 1995, ~lR·321). Yet the intcrpellaticn still has u dcmonstreble

effect, .\Switnessed ill tilt' interviews, 'I'hus, fot' example, \VhI.'H Af.dk<Ull'l'S are ('t·;ticised in

the media 111,\11y Afrikaners fCl'1 that they ,U'\' bdng unfairly criticised 01\ the basis of their
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Sigllific,Ult. The [1\lqUl'nt reference to luser in the t,\llt of' some of the participant» is

perhaps .1W.lY of 'll'ticul.1ting their .1ssol'i.nion of otlH'l' l\\C{'S 'with the dl'l\tdl,d ()thl'l'.lt is

onto this Other th.\t tame subjects (Fouc.mit's dodh' bodies, or Ado1'11oand I Iorkhelmer's

modern SUbjl1ct who has attained ma~tl'r}'and dOlUitUtlOll OWl' .\11 the Ohj(l~·tsof the worM

and 11,1tn1'(') Pl'oil'ct their own l'('PL'('!;scd "nature" • thl'ir ",::'ddlll'SS", Ollt'C ,\g,lill, ono can

appreciate then, the full import of th" notion tlmt we are bern into .\ symbolic order th,lt

,\l1'«."\(\y contains ll1l'.U1illg, In the ,\bow vxample, the l.m~ll.\~W (one of the systt'tUs of
symholic l'«.'l'l'l'Sl'nt,ttiou, ..tIoug with culture) spokcu hy ,t group of people who 1Jl,tth'li ill

Sollthem Af1'i{\,is shown to be structured in such .\W.lY th.it it still reflects tIw ~'~pl'ril'm'\'
o£ il C.llvinist mentality, onethat iudutit'd hl'lirf iu 11l'l'dl'stiu.ltion, .\Ill! th.n tlwy were

God's chosen peopho.This 1.,,\1\ tw ,\ssoci,\t('d with till' sod.,t hi~'l"\1'dlYIwhere the dlOS('l1

whitt' Afl'ik.uwl's ,\t'l' tlH~ "pure", tIll' "masters", the befrCm!olJ....l'I The (.'hO/:(I11 Afrih .•mer

race will also Iuve el'l't.lin behavioural and \~h.\r.wtl.'rtraits bred-in, just [viog their 1lL.\tUSas
m.\stl'rs, while thl' b.lmn would lwdllPS bl' tllHtduill,\tl'l.i in s\wh ,\w.w I\S to have lm,t tllt..'
cssemial tl'.\its thttt would justify equel st.\tus 'with the white m.\sMs, 111the Grt.'.lt ell.lin of
Bt·ing't one finds tluc lwUt"tth tIll' hen'mvol'" .In' the h'sser races, the animals and the p1.mts
th,lt the 1,'IwHrel..'A·m's encountered ill their history. These meauings (or cOlIlIS) exist in the

stn\ctut'e of tlll' l.mgu.lgll itsdf, wltieh dum bt.'l'ol11l's 1\ 1111'.\118 of pt.'fpetu,\ting this
/JctY(JWI,mlk lUl'llt.tlity, even ,tfLl'1' those who use tbe l.mgu.1Ht' have sr. ('oed bdil'ving

ceuselonsly th,\t they .l1't: .t .sUPl'I'iorrace, 'l'lwsl\ me'.minus l'nist P(ll'h.lpS ,\5 velics, or
.u'ch.wologil',ll tl',WCSof .lbygone >lSI.'within the l.mgu.lgl.'.

AnotlH'l' il1t('l'l'sting l'xiUnple of the hidden influence of Calvinism (\\\1. be fouml in
the fn'qul'lh rdl'l't'llC(' to the II01W God" by the pmidp.mtll. God is seldorn l1ll'lltimll'd by
,my IIf the p.mkip.mts \,'itll\l\\t hl'ing referred to ,IS the "Om' (lod", 01W plu'rieul.lt'll'

striking exampl« em be found ill .1PPl'mlix L, (inrervlew 1). Iine 32), where the p.trtidp.Ult
.\l·tu,llly hthluhlu; wl'haUy .\ll\11'l'lW,\t~1the word "onr" four times.' OIl\) of till' pos ..,ihilitil·S
of this phl'uOm,'ilnll is \h.\t if \11H' f:llnsidt'l's th.n "Gnd" is ,1 Pl'Ojt·\,thlil of the tid!'. (11' (If the
SUIW1'E!~o, thin ,\ ,..1St' nmld bt' m,\~h'(h,lt this "oneness" to; ,1 pr'ojt>rtion of uaes OW11

Ii IlIWH",lilll:h·,J,II. II 11l1l'),r.ldil'll'Il.1 "1'1'1'! II ,II ,\ !',I,hlu,1I1111111'l't'lllllUV IIl'1l' .11thl' Uuiwr'lty lit tilt' Wil\\\l\el\I,mtl, III
.....hidt h,' \\\11 HI'.! ,lr:.Ulm tilt' 11111,,,11.1,.111'11 ,,( \111h .1;'ml'IH"'/{'III"lI\.IIIIY ill ""l1lh Alllr.1 .It tltl' timr, TIll' I1.'\'1'"dill('~
It .1',: "\'"Ik vau lid.'. 111'1'\\1'1" 11,1'1'''. '1hi.., ,III II", I.,' ,1'",,, i,tlnt wilh tilt' wi.lnl'l("I.I j.lr.ldill' ul iu\j\thtll t1w hl.Kb
,ld.lI\"",lv!l'tI" ,... "",101',· (t ;;(1'.1 III 1\111011, l'lt.",),

l\ ". ,(kl<lO(,IIIIS ,11111,\\1:111,\,111,','II, 1'1'11,1"1'11,n'lI (;",( .11..." UUlnvil'\\' II, ,II'J'I'lhhx V.IIIII' ~~),
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this with the f.lct th.u tlte Afrik,1.11lS ~HShas eonnoiations with dUl\\lter. One could .11s(1

perhaps argue th.H what is meant, is th.n "f)lIl1dt.'U11illgl· het nie ,~tS in hulle nil', ell

d.v.l'V(mr is hullc ui" Op1'l'gtt' Afrik.Ull'l'S nil!."1' Atronling to this view, their had behaviour

disqnalifies thorn from llll'mlwl'shil' 01 the V'o//,', Furthermore, till' bad Lehaviuur is in the

bn'Cil.md nm simply the 1'l'S\llt of poor SOd.lli'i,nilll1.

I Ie t lWI1 l'xpttins his view th.lt illtl'r'll\,u'l'i'\lll' sliould not t.\k(1 l'twt' on tIll' gr'(mId"

til.lt ''.1 nation, ,\ 'white natiou must st,lYwhite, ,t bl.wk 0lH' should st.\! b1.wklt ,ll1dlh,\t thl'

consequence of r.will1"mixing" will be "luster" children, TIlt' HAT ddiuiti(m of liuu» is:

"lJ.,Stct·1• ~~th II,W, 1. PIIl}\1t' Idlht 2.1't'r',il(!Il van r,!1IH'llg,l!' h1ul\i.[,v, MI'! 'II
HI.IlII\l' \'.ld(1 III 'II Nit· Ill,ml,!' lllil('I{('n h.llIlI.ulji(\ 3. (.:i"A'.) Dit'rOIltSIJ.lll uit ,Ul'
\l'lllu'lI!',iJlt; van wr;J,iIII1Idl'III.1.11' WIW,mH' \\lillt(~ hv, 'Ulllllil. nww. ~~l{l.r,lrl).
IJ['II!'tdilll~Imti-,; Ij,"!I'f~\'(hlnluirlg: n;.,'ltrH(,1J'\~'Ml(·I:' I~'I}/ltdicillil/(/I/inl:t'
gdw(,,: (irlU'I(1,k'/,l.lIIt(j did" III hw, 1I1I11,II.W.'l'iI.II111ik,11;%". mill "IIIII'I,'r;,\il
'/I lWI,,'/wt,vliii' ~'Ii /)1.1I~H(1' ,.rillll'i'tWkll,':' '11U;.ltl" W!Mt\~'/kl 'n /{NfI'miH!/
1?I'14 B.l\t~r:,.m~..~l('lp.
n.ml't:, 1. (Jilt1\: 'n IWlnkm.l, 2. \f.m f:I'lllt'll:d!' l"o(\i: ~ltWle/M'. 3. (1/1(11:.) Il.
lit'lt'd uit ill Vl'lIlll'lIgiug V,ul \!'f\KiliI'lIdl'm.w' \'t'fW.llllt' soorte, h. A.Ull!uhlillr;
'\UIII' ii..'lf)t,Uldil~l'~'llllt""It i'Ii,1llt i~l\'k(~li~ tmill lll(i dit' in 1('2,t"lilll:t'(I,WlIl:
/{Nl,km!rll' 4. (Jilllllk):I. (kk\\l'(·k d(\lf kr\lbing: lh';irlmdit.k.lkid~~~.b. Viln
miudr(IVJJh.Ug<'gdl.dtr: 11l'l(1'1~~'1.'1I.·.c. W~t mill or Ill('t'j' ~llyk:ltNt"'A\1lm d.
\~%K"; {("('Ill lIJrm,Ik·: 14l\tt1~lJ1~1Ikfi("

lkLrter'.(,~.l\l('\uIinll \"Ul t;l'llIl'll}l,lk' blt!l'lt Rd~"~)lhllNI1~"(I lAT. ()I!I'Ild.11 ('till,
1~)RG.pf.ll) ,

It iii Immediately I\PP,\r~'nt tl"u tlre word ImM' is not till' same ,\Still' English
IMSfttni.1K Baster is .tsS(lrt,ltl1d with both humans, .1Ilim.llli ,UlU plants in th~'s.UlW W.lY th.lt

Rlls is. Asid~'from the [,let th.lt hmh I.U1gu,lg~IS\lS~1b.mani or b.fSU't' in ,\ lll'~,\tiVl'1
dl'rug,Uury W"Y (with rd\'n'll~l'to people), till' 1IAT stines th,,! in bouny, it refers to
SOlUt,thillti th,n is of I(mi~ldt'm'.lln·di.~c,,,eb,l/wl!. Ag,\iu, this is not dirl'ct1;' trl\llsbt.\hll~ ,\S
inf'l'!'illl' IIUi,lity, but l\,tlll't' .\S "sometlnng with ,\ qu.1Hty th.lt is of less 'v.t/fl{,·I. This
counoiutiou lus ,l!tl,.\\lr htt'll discussed elsewhere in this report, but the fourth bot,\llit\\{

us.\sn of tIll' wonl (d. Wihh'·l teenoor m.rR,,!h,mr),IJ!pcllhjlt') is ,tho untt.'wol'thy. 1£ one
('ollsidl'l's this is the li/-iht of Adorno ;md I IOl'khdnwl":; notion of j)l't'jmikl' .IS.llll'Kpn'ssioll

of l't'Pl't'SSl'd uature, one L"mIll't' th.lt tIll' connnt .uion with "wild, the opposiw of nunc" is

I' 1'1I11llwillH thl' WlIlIhllINl' ddinili,\Ill'lllw w,n,l,.I" II umh: "Kn,lhtCI\ h.II,lhtl'I' l'il'II',1-"'I'I'I\ l'il,lHlr'pl'l1l1hlikhl'l,!;
JiIlIl.IIl.t '['oIIi I,ll, /1,1,11' \IIl;l~ III .Ill' 'I'WI, n (11.1111.1,11 I'I,d, j'fl{'i, 8}'iJ,

""lI;lst,\I'd ." I .m/',II. Ill' ,,1(,'111, A 111,,,,.11hUIH nlp.lh'II!' lIut m.u I id h'\\II It IIthl'I', ::", '111>(,4,1111:\l ,lflIlHl'll'.i' •ant .11'
Ih"l'il,llth- 101'1~i111, h .11'\'[\1111 ,·1 ,I "1"\ ill".1 kithl (f',',., ",N.n,li 1(·/11'11 /',/)/,11.1, l/l,ky /·,1\1,11.11. ~ 111111w !I,mg ,I dillilult III'
Jwkw,u,IIl'IIII\, \II"h'It,lhilll~' I'll" .2 (.. I lid >11:"):a II1I,mlllllmt\l, ,nunll'lkit. h hV(!II,1.1Ia~IJlilisc 1 .In 1,111'(,\
111'1""11)illl'llltifll.lH'. 2 UlIIIII1I, tlt''''l\\, ..' (1111' I ,IIII\lM' ( ·xIClr.1 I IlIll(llWV, '1'ItIlIlII"011. 1"":1, Jlpl01l'1O'1).
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of the otlier worldnn class Iamilic- wilt) participated, ,md this l11<\y well he itn important

f,\etor in their fcdill(; cl)mfol'tJbh' ('hilt'ling these new tl'rritorit'.~,

Their positive i11tt'l',tction across the perceived colour h,m'h'r is however, not

without contradiction. Tlll'Y make it dl\u' th,1t they regard coloureds .1Sbl'int~ diffcrcnt to

.md better than blacks, They reported \'('r)' negative Vil'WS of blacks, even though this

needed to be implied from whut tlll'Y s,lid in the interview, Fol' example, without ,\ct1.1l111y

st.\ting tIl.\! they thought th.\t blacks wen' dirty or untidy, thelr 1'llll.'.lted statements ttl the

effect tll.It coluu1'edf, were "neat" and hygil'Ilk implied th,\t blacks were not (see appendix

D). Nevertheless, it is pl1dups more sigllifk,\Ilt that the Iamily 11.\'),ld.\ptl·d to the situation

the}' were Cmfrouh1d with In ,\positive m\lHtwr, .md m.\t{(·the most of it. I I,ld thl~ lWW

IwighhOlu'S been bl.u,It, it is possible th.lt they would hwe tlisp1.\y(·d the same resilience ,md

pl'.lgm.ttism in d(·.llin~with th,lt sim.ltion. Whill' wl'h.1Uy .u'tic\ll.'ting l'.\('ist idl'ology (,It

least, in the interview), they have uewnlwl('ss been npl\Il to ('XPl'l'h'llCN, th.,t W(,1'('

pr('viously t,lb(Hwd. Om' is reminded lwl'l' of l:o\1{~.\Ulesview tlm what is needed is 11l,t :\

science th,\t will enable one to !mow something berter, but an ,\t·t th.\t C,\ll subvert or, ilt
[east, transcend the dmniu.mt discursive Ionnations,

6.3. Perceptions of Intcl··Racinl Mnl'ringc

Some of the more r(~w.\ling comments .\bout race were made in the context of

discussion "hout the issuu of l\wi.tl intl'I'm.w1'i,lg{', such .111 in the following 1I.11n1'1(':

"I: N')!l W.lt VJlI, 1lt)\I'S ILLlr hit'nlit' hele kWIOSil'\\III I,I(\ulillg Ahil ...uIN" ...ill liit, K'I.lp ~ (10\l ..JI\II1('W hulle
is (lok Afrik,llwrs".vod jy nou hl1l1t' is oJ! llit' sdtdt' vl.lk ,~~lousell', of lshull« 1Il.l.Ir ollk Airik,\lwl"S, 111.1.11'
nie ill lUI' yolk, ~in \",\11 dil' woord ni(~

M: A8 hy hom 1(.1[1l~('(ir\lsoos 'n b1.Ulkt' Afril ..,IllN·... llul s.u l'k w ek &:usaun llIl't hom It'w(\..M.1.lrondl't'
trou, gt.ltinil'. Ek r,to 'JlII.'\il·, 'II blmke nil\i('1I\tKt '11bl.mK" I\.IMI'bly. 'nSw.lltt' 1II0HSWoIft bly,

T: NOli, hOl'h('Iilld U Il.\\il·? In \\'.1\11'1' ,ill '1I1I.lsil·?
M: RyK. 'II W'it II ioUI 1,,11\(lwt 'n FtI~:dwvrou twu. of mee 'IIDuiN' WU\I, of '1IIIo11,lIlti\(' \'IUll, of 'IlFnulw

vnllltsy's hJ.IIIK, ,UI' killlk'fS ,IoUlll.mlt W('I'S'hulle g,lIIlUil' h,hlt'lS wt't'sni(" Some: 1lil'Sw,lIt 1l.l..ies, il~
h}' mllk'I' llwll.t.ll' rrou, dis 'n ,mdt'l' ,\wa:t ll.l,il\' hullt' lvk bllil(,lIliil'll omrrent IIlm,,\ liit' ~dfd(',d.l.lrS uie
'JI v('nl\illlil'",~\\'.l1t nw! sW.IIt('S,23 .

1:Soos I,h(lS,IS, {'Odlll'S, kun trou, \\'.lIIt hullt· i!I dk' ~dhl\' UlI'IIs{', Ml(l\ met Dultsers ('(I 1\ngl'I'I(' ..
M:J.l ••lsll1l11l'olldrr 1lI1'ka,\l'rrou. Pk mecn, di~'n WilIU\it'.· wit \\ill.1,'r,.;y I~MlInil' ... b,l\\('tkil'S d.l.lt\lit

krvnle,
I:W'lt·v,\Il ...~.()llIt1li.~,' 111\'11'1('.....~ dis (",iI' Illn<'lik run Ii'~i('n, ...I,Ul W,It!\'r ms In llWIlS ,I,UI hOOlt. Sti'lll \I &1,1111

nil'! dit. Ill' \~illk jv d,I( 'n ml'IIGkm altyd ':(1,t\cim.lnl! ~\\'.IIt.I\lt'urli(lI\' ot bl.mk is, (>1111(1 ;~III?
M: W'd. iy kry li,;w Id\'lldj!l!~1I'll jv}uI' war Iklllll,'!' i", en II' kl!, W;lt \\\"111 is,,,
1:.1,1
M: M,w'. a~ h' lIit' ,\W.llt lla~i(' vaf. t'Jl jv Iwll hulle Sll, hullt, lvl, mur dil' ~IHd\'.iI,lIlY S(' 1Il'l1~h !ll.1,1I''1\ hil1ih'

pl,!! a'IIlt',lllIh~'Il" (~),

Wh,a is evident in this tl\U1S('l'ipt is tIl.a the p,ll'tidp.Ult st.lh':1 th.1t "('ol! IUt'l'd"

Afdlt,lUl'l':; are ,\Wl'pt.lhh· if they "bl'h,\w till' same ,\S ,\ white Afdk,\tlcr", 01l'~ could link
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don't need to intervene dl'.1Stil".'Uy in modern societies, .\SSUbjl'cts now "take care of

themselves", Adorno ilnd Horldwiml'r demonstr ..ite the role of popular culture • television,

radio, films, popular music Q.1ZZ and rock and 1'(111£01' example) ~in lulling the general

popnlnrien into It stupor of ilHll'tiVity, Any rcnsions tIt\! m,1Y result from tilt.' sth'rings of

&01111.1kind of sensory ,lw.tkl'lling, or protcs., 1.. quickly dtlUSl'd·O\tt by ,\U l'xciting' film, it

drug induced advcnrure OWl' the weekend, ,\ couplo of hours Splint OJ1ilre Imernet h,wing

eybersex. Artythillg to t.1k,) taws' mind Ilff work, so rh,\t OM can be frt'sh llg,\in £01' till' ne ...l

d.ty's productive activities. Wl1illl ,\11the exhitu'ttting activities th.\t the modern

tedlllologic.\l world hits to uHlIr might lrcllilH~they are "lilwt\tting'\ "hl'("lkillg with

traditiou" 01' 1\, unique expression of person.,1 Identity ill the f.lcl·lcss modern world", do

tlH'Y not have the cfft..et of I'n:m1'iug further domin.nh.lI1 of sdf OWl' sdf? Instead of rhc
HN{lW South Afd('l'" being "hout .1 creative \'xperkncillg of sdfhood th.lt is not fl\,ml..'d ill

the t{'rmillology of ,1t.ll'ist pnst, ,\ new will to Inmwll·dge ,\bout 1\\1.,'(1 .Ulll r.\d,ll difft'l't'uC{'s

is bdug prup.lg.\wd. 'flu' state no 1011!;llr has to impose r.ld.tl SVSt{'lUS of exclusion \)1\ the

gellt.'l..,l population, .1S Individuals now t\U'1'Y their own internal domp.m·s, Increasingly,

those who rt'(.prd themselves .til bdng blacks are censcientised imcr 1111.1. to the t'!feet th,\t

they have to own this "blackness" and undersuuul fully what it means to he blacle, They ,\1'('

t.\\lght th\\t, no m,\tt~'r wh.\t thd~' individun! (,.'ireumst.mct% thl , .. lure in .1UUiV{'l'Sill

"blackness", At th~\ S.UllC time, dissenting whites are also objectified and stereotyped .1S

"white racists", hnplying tlmt they 811,\1'(: tl\\its of racism and prejudice th,\t .trc essential to

th~lit hning.

Follt1wing FIl\W,\\llt, Adorno ,llltI IIorldll'illll.:'l' on the other lund, OIl{' might by

inure ('mpht\sis 01\ the moments of I \\PIIH':J from these tot.llising systems of domination.

Some of the p.\rticipallts, discussed elsewhere, imil'ni provide evidence of these 1UOllWntS,

n".lmplt's Include the ymmg('j;' members of the f,unity ill tr,mseript S,Ul1Ph.·D (,\ppC'udix D)

Whilst clearly lwing omlurrasscd "hout their IlL'W non-white friends and ndghbmu's, they

h ivc begun to l'mhad. on tll'.U1g" of new l\>qWl'il\lWl'S und 1."(1)Uets that Wl'!'l' unim.lgill.lbh·

only .1tl.'w years "go, 1'11i.,also tlt'm()n:,ar.1W~one of the ldv,\11t'\~l'l' of using qualltetive

m('llH1dolo~WI as these p.U'tidp,mts might not otherwise h.ivo disclose-l inf01'miltioll .tbo\lt

ttd!' new fdliudsldps with thelr (new) nou-whit« lll'iUhhoul's, Fnr tl1('111previously, auycnc

N~H'i.\1isitlg with non-whites would 1l11ickly Ill' 1.11wlh'\l" A·41~·r.lmctic, It has also been

iuentioned pn'vio\lsly thilt this f:unily W,lS also d),U"Wtl'r1tl(·d hy hcttcr prospeets than many
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Related to this. V'.\S the way ill which they reported their fedings "bout tll('
Nationnl PiU·ty victory in the gl'llcr.ll election b 1948, The kinds of terms that they used to

describe the situntion meludcd:

"\VIt' m\lldll't believe it. th.lt \It 1.lst \w haw bet', mil' om' OWlllll.l~t(>f~r' (A, H),
"Onshl't 11I.1gg('had! Politkkl'IlI<1H'" (A,M:).
"Fyftig ja.It'f',('I{'lk>her hullt' nit' IIwoigt'l\'('t't of hull(' Rom Ot'!~,t.II1'sit hull!', dir (,{,I,tl'llIirthter.1W M,\l,UI'

Atnkt.lm! And ,\Utkl(;1I1y tl~:v~\Vingthe rOlW'(A,l'I1:).
w, .. But this ~111of Ml1ll~~I'1sndthls lil'ull.llie 1\l.'vdo}1ul('nt of !lIt' volk, wat ~kidik f',('\('< her, 'J.\\ Ons ;$'11

volk! Wmgtig!~ Almost ill \l dr.UlIOllk',Sl~I~I.',he, hl,i('lik OIldk' I\l.lg! Ni~.11 \Ul'Ill.1t~nil'. bm 111",1(-Ul'! .u1.
no, th.lt's 1\011\1.',)&" bllt .Ilot of PllW\'lf' \A, M:).

Wh,lt is intl'r('stillg .,bout these comments is th.\t they are .,11,\hout "power",

"lIwlnging the rod", and "h,,'roming musters", One could argue th,\t this reflecrs the

sitU,\tlOll.tS it W,\S then quite iIClllt\ltf'ly. If cue compares the euntext ill whicl; the National

P,my came to powe" m 1948 with the situation wd.W in whicl; tlu! ANC ('.\UlC to power,

there lu'l' some striking diffet'('utt's. For example, 'Itt least up tllltil the ,Me,lt of the F.m'ists
and N.1Zis in Em'f,!pe at the end of tho war, thc (politk.ll) discursive Iormailon. \t the time
were very diffel·(·1ltto wh,tt Wr,J \\1'C accustomed to. Even till' main I1011·!t.\scist parties In

r~m'oJlc and the t111itl'dSt.ltcSWI'l'\! fill' mOl'" p.\tcrn,\listic th,m those in POWl'l' Ilt l'rCS11l1t.

1'ml.1Y',Instead of h,wing .1 ruling party talk in the terms described above, reference is made
to "b,lilding our democracy", "devdoping ,\ lntman rights culture", "levelling the playing
field" iUld so OIl. One could conclude th,1t the present r'iscurslve clim.\tl' is one th.lt is f,l!'
more inclusive, less mlthofit,\rit\u, and more cg.dit.ui.m ("l,rtJinly in respect of other racial
groups). This is not only true of Scmth Afric:,\, but the world-over.

HOW(,V('f, one might also take this as evidence of F(lUc.mles view of the
functioning of disl'iplill,lry pO\wr ill modem socletics, As disclplinary rechnology becomes
more refined .m~tsophisticated • inSl't'tillg itsl..'lf(.\t the mlcro-levcl) into matters th,\t were

not previously tinder tlw control of .my form of! ower • so the state can 'lfford to sit b.\ck
and present itsdf ,\S hotl, necessary and legitimate, The govcrnmont doesn't need to "swhlg

the rod" in an cnlightlllMl democratic Ol'lll'l'. ,\S individu,\ls regulate, monitor ,md (,01'1'('('t

themselves whenever there are signs (if thdt, thoughts (induding unconscious 01lf'S) 01'

bch.win\U' not f"Uing within the l\\1lgl' of tIll' normal, NNlU,\l, of course, bl·jUg what is
most l\,til1ll,'! ,\Uti ('~',)uomic:,lllJ'lH'odUl,tiv(\ As Adoruo and I Iorkheirncr put it so

doq\u'1ltly, the modern ~Iul*,'\d\)('su't need .1m.I~;t('l'·we' are om' own mastees. In tlll~

process of attaining domination OWL' tIll' \\'hoh' ll,mh and ,111 of uature, the modern subjvct

has ,1lsl) (unlulOwingly) attained dominnrion ovcr his or her own nature, Govenuuents
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Related to this, one ough; to consider the statement by Kobena Mercer tll1\t:

"Idt'lltity only tll\'(lllWS an issue WIWll it is crisis, when 1l(1lllNhill!) a:,,\\Ulll\{ to be
tiX('(~l'oh('h'llt and M.lblr is &~'hll'('\t by ,hi.' ~)(}ll't'k'm'eof doubt lind \Ill\'('rt.limy"
(Mt'f('('I"lW'. p{\).

This W,\8 cm'li\h-lv the case 1'01' the above p,mil'iptlHts.lt would III' true to say th'lt

they .WI.'"living on the boundary" in ,t Vl'l'y n'.,l sense, Thelr cxlsrencc is pxec,\r1ously

situated at the (lower) fringes of white society, 'llltil.h.u'.lI:tCl'lS:!d by (.l.\ilyInteraetion with

Impoverished members of other races, who are perceived .l~·hl\ing extremely tht'l\ltl.'lling.

Fin,111y, in spite of ,\11 of the above, they ,\1'1.' clearly .\W,U'C of the 111.)\\.' discourses about race

and culture, as tIl,'y would freqm·ntly makl' It clearly racist, "old South Afl'ic'\" kind of

statement, but then luuHl'di,ttdr qualify it hy pointing oat that whites do these things too.

This w.\& no dOllht r(~l.ttl·dto the interviewers presence (,tS dlscussed In the "}'l'obll'nlS"

section above), Tlwy went to grc,tt lengths to potU"l}' themselves .\5 dL'Cl'llt, nice folk (.\S

opposed to being h.mi-liuc right WillH(ll'S), hut were able to perpetuate racism b}' 111.{',\115 of

their fi'('~lucntly st.\tcd link between "proL}h'UlS, d.mgt·!' and decay" and "blacks", 'l'h.lt is.

tbe)1 were not l",cists ..it's just th,lt blacks ,U'P so bad th,lt one doesn't have ,my choice hut \\,

be h01W::t and .\dmit th,lt blacks ,11'enot equal to whhes ,lftcl' all. They .)1'(,) "not capable of

coming up to the white man's [sic] smndards". While this couple 11,\sbeen used to provide a

grilphk deseriprion of some of the mechanisms involved. in this P,ll'ticuhl1' rechnique for

producing \\ud rcpl'oducillg r,lci3t ideology, it is clear th,lt thi.~has nothing to do with thl.·m
bdng Afdk,Ulcrs, or wot'ldng class, ,'Il this same device is eXtlt,tly what is used thl'Oughont
South Afl'lc,\1l society, lW all groups.

The middle class p,utidp.Ults tended to be f,\l' more l'c,llistic in their assessmeuts of

thl' situarlon. Thl'y also l'XP1'l'SSl'd the notion tIm wh,\t they hi,d done to (dll'l' 1"\(,(,S over

the l'ilst few decades W,IS now lwing done to them. As one of them put it when discussing

the '''\w,l1~l'lling" of the Afrik,uH'l'S in till' 1930's and 19·10's:

liT;;nit,p.ld IOOfH1b'llljllut di(\~dl~k'Il,ld lIS \\';It dil' nuwe Suid Afrih.1 loop, w..1.11''1\ volk l.\I\k onderdmk
was ...of tUll.l\it, lank ()Udf'l'llmk \\"IS, Nil\) hh'!' het (I!lS tl' dO(,[Il1\N\l'r~killl'lldl' ¥ol1\(I,jy W(X·t,llwt df
"thuit\I(' Mil' ('II \'('l'.lkilll'll,k'S \\.11m'g ui., l't'rSt'IAWl isui"·.\()I\silnr)111.Ul, ('Il.)Y weet, M.\Mdil.'!'unt is.
W.lt ek 11('('wil1! j~... l)j, pn~\i('s di('/,dt,jl' Ht·\l,it\lt'llis. !lii.'wid tlntli ... A~l'IIj!;(' mrus ('II~:\ill~ n~ldik of
re!~\kI\illd is, tl.m 1II0rt jVi'lk(11 • d.1fdil' wi('l j, {I(·.\illom f{' th;Lli.Dit' ~dfd(·wyd W.lt (Ins r,l'stl'y Ill't OUI
ull.I':n lilll ;15'II volk 1',('lll'll re \wlld. hool. lIlmdWi1lldillllllll b(')ig mil hOllisi'll ilf ''',\111'(,1t('('1t tlp~i!:
\"lIIllk' w.., \ w!l\('lt" [III 1'1, lUWIl, dit h dl'llt.lhw 'II !l'\k,. ('t'n \\\11 tiil' H\I\'~.waarom dill All ik.ull'l'Oil
dk' ~.'I1\,1I... " (A),
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The major differellce being their suggestl'd solution to th!' problem. Wh.tt is also

interesting in terms of identity. W,Ul the participants' statement tIl.lt the' under the former

government she fdt that they were hl'~'people. her government, her cm.tntl'J • until it
begun to mix, Now, she states th,n she h.\s 110gOVl\rlml(~nt,no white country- and nothing

for herself, GIlI,t could l'("td this as being it literal starement pi her f01'111"1'kh'ntm~ntion

with till' white government, people ,md country, Sh,' indicates clearly th.n this took 1'1.1Cl·

itt a more personal, psychological level- because now that this situation no longl11' prevails,

she hils notbing hftJin' bersd], The 1'C1'S011.,1 dimenslen is i'm'thl'r emphasised 'WlH'l1 she

reports thttt blacks now even walk lw;t her ill the street ,md call her their "sweerheart", It is

doubtful th,\t this h"PP')llS 1'00 Oi't(.'llwith IH'l', givl'll hl'l' gl'm'r,ll ,\ppt).\r,m\~~~,so the latter

st.ltl'mCl1i. m,\y be UUH'"or ,t perception of the situation, rather tlmn sOIlll'thillg that

11.11'pe1\S.,11tho time. Throughout the interview, this p,U'til'ip.ntt also rl'fl,r.t'Ptl const.mtly to

pt'l'SOll.tl hygicne m.\ttel'S, much of whicl; was sesual in content." Linked to Adoruo ,l:i.d

Horkhelmer's ,\l'guments "bout proieetlon and repressinn, 0111.' might eeuelude th,tt this is It

reflection of her own projt'ctt'd f,Ult.ls1t!s.ThJt is, h.wjllg repressed her own animal nature,

she 110W SCt'S elements of it reflected in .\11objn'tHied im,lgc, or stereotype of blacks. I Il')'
hatred of blacks stems not only from tIU! perceived physic,,} threat thitt they pose to her

(which m.\y well be the case, given their precarious SitU,ttlOlland l'I.'ittiollShip with their

bbck lwighhoul's • lllcludiJ1g squatters ill the "re'\)1hm reprcslnt "ptzych()lc\~ic.rlthreat,
whereby her own '\{.u·kJl side threatens to overwhelm 11(11'.Aside from, th,] mi\ted,\1

obtained in the interview itself, it w..ts evident th,tt this p.lt'tiCllhu· couple were besot hy i\

numher of problems (.\sid,·from. being poor), which might include alcohol abuse,

This couple l~l'miltc~'dtlw most oWHIy 1'.ldst t"lk out of \\11the particlpants, One

might' .mrilmtc this to the emergence of auxictics th,\t nrlse from the Ijul'f.,dllg of 111 .erial
that needs to be repressed (in order to fnnctinn productively ill the modern world) I on the

one hand, and tho Pl'oj(,l'l ion IJf these ouxieties onto .' clearly dl'1l1.U'C,\tl'd "other" thtlt can

become th~·fo{'us of O1kS own sdf.lo,nhillg. Members of otlrer l'i\d,\l );1'0\11'8 are, of CO\ll'SC,

('.\sily idl'ntifi,\hltl, l'spl'l'hlly when they H'nd to he of Imwl' SOC1o-l'l'Onomic status,

", 1'01' t'}WI plio. ;,11('11'1.111"how .,hl'l.lIrhl'.~ hLllk\ IIrin,nillll tj\ll~illl' hIt, hll\l\l', Shl' t!,',,,ilw\ how ~hl' knows l'vcr)'thill~
1h,ll tIlt' :,b 1,nt'igltbolln ,11','up III hIT,IUII' Ihl'Y Lltk .In JUIIIIlj'. Sh, It.IlI'.! th,lt h('l'nl'ighlum!'s plalllll'li on leuing ':11'
m'xt bl.11 Ii, illtludl't' Illtu tilt"" lImtll' lind rhl'Il1 huw It,Willl: \l'lIlI,11 inh'IIf)\U'\I, 10 "tt"lrh ,lwlll a 11'\\,'1\". SIll' 1'i'!ll'.llnllj'
':ulIIl'hilll'll (in ~:r\,,1ttll'l.till almllt h"w til\' hI.IIK·,lit(l·t'(',1 III tilt' ,11\"1,dirtied Ihl' \lIill'l.\ ill tIl(' h'''pil.ll wlaTl' ,hi' \V.l\
t,lkl'lIl1P ,lilt! ,lr.mk tuu muelr, Thi, W.lS,II! :11th' liIllH'Xlllf ht'I' ,t,\trUlI'IIt ...tu tltl'l'lfl" t tlt,lt hl,Kk, WI'I(' .1,11111"1',111\,
IlIUl'Iil'r"\lS ,\1\\1 ,\ thrNI til her ,'X 111I'IlII',
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1:So you thin!, that people ,m·likl' 'h,lt :.' vdl? TIll' diCfl'I't'lIt l\\~('S?

M:Ja ..,
1:And is this what a lot of till' lll'oph,' you know think as \wll?
M:J.I,
I: So do you think th,lt CYril if fJ"~l'yb(1dy WI'IIt to the SiUlW schools. and had til(' 5011111.'oppomUlitirs and

l'v('fytlling. that tll('«' wullld~tillll(' hit~\Ulfl'Il'II('(lS b('tI\'lt',IIlS?

M: ].1. but tht'y mil build on i~' (ApJl('lldilc F. lim's 3744),
It W.1S already argued in the '\Minitioll of t(~l'1l1SU S('ctiOl1. th.tt the Afl'il~'l.U1sUSllgt~

of the word ras to denote diffefl'ut lwcrds of dog spills-over into the conceptualisation of

different types of people. These p,micip.Ults linked race with ,\ biological notion th.\t

diffefmti.\ted the ImU1.•m races ••mimal species (mssr) and plane species into it hierarchised

srructure • u gn\\t "chain of being",

6.2. Moderll South Aftie.,: The New vs the Old Sooth AMca

It is clear th,lt most of the p.lrtldpillltS presented themselves as being very

pcssim.istic about the W,ly tlmt things were g()illg in South Afrie.l at present. This is linked
1'-·,tl'ldly with the current crime .md \111emph'Y1l1(11lt slttMioll. The working class
parelcipnnts ill particular stilted that life \1 as much bette!' Ier them under the previous

government. The following sample l';.wmplifies some of their comments on this subject:

"F: lIy [h~r wll]w~lk by dil' g(lmngl'lIis, ..Hullt' W(}U hem rffiisgcs1I'I'k I\Wt '11 lilt'S by dil.'w('l'k.D,lilr is dit
L.lil' g('V'.lilr1ilt, nolie g~\~liulil{,

I: \'V'.lfV'Ul v()()t,,~nou 20ja.\rgd('(M H(){'W'.IS die d.ut? I Ioe \V,lS dit onderdit' voriSI' rrr,ering? lIet jy
1:1('\'1.11:'1d.lt ditjo", rt'gt'ring W.ls?

F: D.r.rp kon jygdewt' hi't ·&'((?~I·h.lh.1I1a![I;lll~ht('rl
F: NOll isdit UN r~ip<'tl v{lrkmgting. (U(ll~t'll,hobos; TOI'I(oll jy ill dlesud gellly her,
M: Mool'd t'ndoo<i.I.1S. wt'rltlomhl'id .IIlIlI" brplaulJit' 'n Ht'5il1uit'. <jI> Hull" diuk nil' d,I.u\I<\ll{tit die

Jimd word nie grotrr nit', dil' ml'm~ word 1llt't'I', en omlll..'V(llldll)j. en werld(}{.l~hl'id ueem toe, 11~,dis
logil'S. mil<ll' bulle dink nit' d.l,ml.Ul uit'.

11:En dan her die mmst' ni~\sender we.k S('oit en Ii.tal' W.ISnit' so hobosnil" \Will!i~~,dt'11ig j,l.trtt'l\lg nil'.
Neu volop, 1l011'S hy hrd volep c;:? >

M: Wt'rldOO$h~U ..
F: TOl.'lmnjYft'g in (lit' M.ld globly her.
M: Die wC'rldl)():Jl~id, veral onder dj(' blankos neem b,lil' roe, Nou sit hulle'nswatc in- ofhv dif' werk kiln

doen of nle, 'II swarte 1\.000t ,hlfWIt'S. '
I: Ell ~ my, itHllai tyd, d,\,II' \\';IS mes '11wit n'g~rillg,n~? NOH h('t j\tU(' r.~v()d dit W.ISjou rl'g('rillg W,\t jou

bd.u1gst('lIe illlll\ling gchad liN?
fI:J.I, l'inddiit j,I, dit WIISm>' mcuse. dit \V.l\ 1ItJ,'I'l'gN'illI1, dit "';IS 111>' laud g~Wl'l'S ...t<!t dit lloulH'gill hee om te

"mix" het, NOlllwt l'kni<·'11 rt),t'ring Ilk" t'k het Iii" 'u wit lilnd ule, rk lwt nlks vicllly.wlfui('. W.Ult dil.'
bll..'ni,' i~llg hy loop hi~l'tUlg'lIii"pad i'li ',~"I Tullo my lielling!" ,<?> ,..

~I: Nee, F.k dink di(' I'fobl(,(,111 is001" dil' wit llH'IlWll1M3, ((l{'hull(' dir hnd illgdwml wt, IlIIX'S hulle tlil'
swurte allllc('r gdlW Iwl, jyw('I't'.llullf' IllO(\ml(W opvortiir.g mw" her .. ,

F: .. M.I.lrl·l, dinl. hit'rdit, I'lIlhlt'lllt' \~1lIom hrt b(~\illtot': 'UU(,vir Nelson M,\Ildl'h Uil ("\i(' tronk vrrhtilt
hi't .hl,t dill!)' ht1\ill slm.>f.. db tt~:so,hlil'IllI'IIWpr'l.l1 dl<IIIlOl!

M: J< y!. Vt'l'wlwrd )wt !li{' nwi' id,'(' gdl,ld ...voorlmlle hom d()odg('lll.t.ll~hot...Kyk d,.1i S\\ ute, dis ~y bud
.l.ui. ('II Ity kau hil'l' \\'l'rk in dil' \'Vit man M'l.md. Ell dil' \'Vil mnu k.1II in d,~liland ~",I,mwerk us hv wi!.
M,l.u\ \IiI' SW.\lt{' het &y de J.UlI! ('II sy (,it' l'I'l,N·iul\ ...." (C), "

One can immediately notice that tlll'il' concerns .11'1.' 111) diffl'l'Cllt to thOSI! 1witw

expressed. generally ill the media today amongst all classes of South Afric.ms (of .\11races),
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reflected in the comments above th,\t "in some cases you get Afrikaners who are far more

British than even English South Afl'ic.ms" (A). It also links ill with what W,tS said ill

interview (Ii) "bout the existence of Afrlk,Ult'l's who are wry "snobbish" and "h,mghti'.

Whitt is .1150 evident from the above is the parricipanrs' nmhiguous relation 'to the English.

Thi\t is, while dci'er1'illg to them as culturally superior, they nevertheless express hatred for

them because of past hlJllstices. One might go further ill this regard and argue that it similar

situation exists in South Afrkan t(J{l.tywhere blacks' attitudes towards whites are

concerned, On the one hand, they reject all that is perceived to be Eurocentric 01'

Westet'llised, yl~t at the same time aspire to ,,11the m.l1 )ial values associated with them,

Suffice it to sny th,\t the extract from interview l~ above reflects, itt the V"l'Y least,

the tendency to ascribe individuals' identities 011 the basis or their lliltiol1;\l chnructer, ,1Sis
'011Cwith reference to the Americans, This comes out p,miculilrly clearly later in the same

interview with this individual, when he states that:

"1:\Vht dink jy is dit' verskil tlIsst'1l Wit IIlrnw {InSWiut lll('l15(,?
M: Welt dis nogal mot'llik om It' \'\'l'dukMik. ma.w, dt meen, V,lt 11011 byvoorhecld '1\ herderse M{,lilplwud,

ne, Jy k,ltI hom seHs 'II p.mr {LIt' 1MGt'bmt' V;1USY lila Wrgv.lt, m.w'sy &\1dil' :.dfde kenmerke her, en dill
srlfc\e optree ('1\ ,\lll'S, Pit is soos illgCptillt in sy tlnd~lbuw\lssyn. M.lill" 50 dink elt ls 001< so Ill('t dill
sw.utes. Dis in hulle o!1(wrbu\\'lssyn, l!ulle's mntrclIt dri~ hondt'rd j.J'lf l\gtN' ens, en hulle manicfv,\n
d~(lkt' is nit' op di~ sdfde vhdt \IS UIlS wittcs nle, Ek meen, dis vir hulle mot'lil~ Dill op te tree in In
lllod,'nH' werdd, ~IIdis 'n bi~tjiemoellk om dit te Il<\lWi\,U'" ~~.

The bhlCk "natien" is here imbued with this PC1'S011i,lity t.t'.\it. It is even stressed

th.lt if the influence of negative soclnllsntiou is removed, the tr.lit will still be there,
Immcditltdy striking, is the P,WtiCiP;Ultli claim th,\t lithe filet th.\t it is difficult for blacks to

function in it modern world is difficult to accept", \'IS it implies ,\ patemnlistic .lttitmic, as one

would hnve towards b,\dly behaved children, The h,st phrase also tends to suggest th,lt the

participant, in answering tlw question ,lbo"',, the difference between blacks and whites, is

answering: "Thl.'i1' unacceptable behaviour makes t).1C dislike them, ccrnpared to whites",

Who,t isalso Sigllific'Ult about the above extr.,cts is th.,t the ccnflation of race and

eharacter is also reflected in the I JAT definition of the Afrikaans term ras, The same

applies to the auulogy with the sheepdog. whoso h~Il\Hngbehaviour is imprinted before

birth, so that even if the puppy is snd.t1is{'d without it's f'lmily, it will still grow up to

dis!'!.\}' herding behaviour. The participant in interview E also used .\11,mill1.11 metaphor to

describe till! diffCl'(,'ll('C between blacks .U1d whites as being the sarne relnrion as th,\t

between a "pit hull terrier" and .t "pavement special", Its fOUCN'S:

"M: Its like tit" d;(f('I'('lIl'(Ibetween a p:r bull. and II pamll('llt slwri,d.



62
I: \X';\S(ti;w voorheen gcwees?
M:Ja, seker, hulle \V;\$ b.\i\·kouserwutlef, bait' kerk toe t;<,!~~1;\I1,11l111(', \V.l) !laic terugerrokke" (E·',

In this and other interviews, one is able to sec th'lt the participants all know the

scripts and schemata tlrrt relate to being Afrikaans, Yet at the same time a refusal of the

stereotype is evident in this sample, This participant felt that many Afrikaners have moved

,tw,ty from the "old w,ws of thinking" and are 11()W "becoming more like the Americans",

His views also reflected ,111 anti-British bias, which one could relate to the nogutive

infonnntion th,tt he received during his socinllsatlon about the ways ill which the British

treated the Afrikaners. Being "African" also carried negative associations for him, as he

regarded Afrkaus as being backward and unsophisticated, On the other hand, the United

States represented freedom and even (economic) 1'owe1', His solution W,\S to feel an ,tenuity

with (white) American culture, rather than his own or that of the l:,riti<;h. Even though this

hl,~ivid\\ill ;.;tatcstliat he does not identify with the elder type of Afrikaner, it remains there

as au available subject position. He has Internalised the script ,tS part of his socialisation und

enculturation, The Identlficatioe with being English is ,U1 interesting phenomenon, ,\S In

some of the other interviews (A and B) the participants speak of the English in tC1'1t1.S that

suggest admiration. However, this is more related to the English as they were ill the past,

For example, one of the participants described the inlluence of the British 011 the

development of the {(Afrikaalls nation" ill the earlier part of this century ,\8 follows:

"Dle Britt!' W.1S OOl'Wt'llll:1OWS, dle Brittl' 'MIS die oorheersers, die lMIlSI.' Wilt
OOl'S~I1l'('mher, en hull!' waardes is absoluut, insolllmige g(l\\lUe is s('lm~\ Afril,.\IW1'S
veel meer Brits ,IS W.lt sdfs die l~ng~ls('in Suid Aft'im is.. ," (A),

'l'he !'i\rticipiult in interview 11(cited above) stated th.lt he thought thnt the

1~11g1~sh,\1'(' more open-minded, but that they were also more "slap gat". One luight

tentatively Sltgg~lst that 1\ SOC;'l! hierarchy exists in the minds of some of the participants, It

st.u'ts with the "mature nations", such as the Germans, Dutch and English, followed (or

equalled) by the powerful developed nations (the United States, Austl',llii1t etc), followed by

th(~new st1'llggling, emerging nations (the Afriltlltl(.'l'S, the J (~WS,the Catalans in Spain),

followed by the Coloureds und Indians, and ilt the botton of the hierarchy, the blacks. This

however, was not established clc..irly in the interviews S() remains in the realm of

speculation, There would in .my case he it lot of ambivalence about the st,\tus of the

modern English South Alricans, who tend perhaps to be l'l'g.m{ed more along the lines of

being "slap gIlt" (rd. interview F) • ,\ term th,\\. implies "slack, uuprepared, lazy,

discrganlscd, without will Ill' spirit, sloppy ,UlL{ weak" (translated from HAT). This is .d.,,)
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country, regardless of how badly the situation deteriorated, Examples of this can be found

in it) erview D (appendix I), lines 92-107), .\S well as in interview C (appendix C,.lille 11)

6.1.6, Afrikanr:ridcntity as "lost"

Another common theme that emerged ill the interviews, especially amongst the

youuge!' partlcipants, was thc notion that Afrilcaners used to have an identity, and a

cohesiveness, but that this is 110 longer the case.

"I:Wl1t dink jy is 'n tiepitse Afrikmler?
M: Hulle is bait' sdfs1Jgtig,en dink net aan hnlle sdf, '11 St'lf·cmtl.'red Pt'J'SOOll. JU5t thinks abollt hinlSi~f
1. Ell, dink jy, voel hili!' Afl'i1{'l;ulse mrnse (tIt dit die geval is d(\\5<.i.ll'?
M:Jil. bait' voelso, Afl'llt;Ul{,I'S Iwt mesklen hulll.' idt,ntitl'it verloor, Want hulll' wit wl'f,hr('(lk van huUe ou

kcnserwatlewe ;lgtel'gromi{', mnniere van dink,
1: Ell dink jy (ba!"s 'n V('1,kU t\l&Srn "mOd~I111'" Afdk,Ul(,fJ (Ill tl~\d:siOll('I(' em'?
M:Ja, daars grootverskli, Die ou AfriklllwJ'S is rneernan die kerk veibonde, en hullv manier V,U! denke i~

meet' beperk, terwyl di~ nuwe Afrikul1l'l's is meet' Europieel's. [265] Huile dink v~r,k·r.
I: En wattervan die twee groepe is ill dl~ mC('f(R-rlll'ici?
M: Nee, ek dink di~ nuwe '" flklUwr is besig om toere neem Bulle, die ou idemiwir is b.'5ig om verlore te. '"
I:Wilt meen jy omtr(lllt llie" III 111\\l1il'l'(,"eas, ?
M: Die (}U lUiU1il'1' Vim d~lllt".soos, .. nm, .. Jl\IlIe sdt~t1t.'11.'d('uj,{" 111 bulle denke vt'l'Skil ViUl dll' I\\lW('

Afl'il~\\Il(lrs.Die nuwl! AfrUtIUl{'I'Sis bale meer open minded, Buill' is. ek 1)1C('I\.b,lil' V.UI hulle gl'bl\lik
dwelms, en dinge is besig om hdt(,Ill.\,ll te vemnder, 115Vl'O('('l'j;\I't'. roe 1ll(,J1St.' nee kerk we !'.t'g.1;1ll ltet ....

1:Un, dlnk jy die Afl'iIt,\t1Cl'S is 'n 11~);\ltl"~IS?
M: Wrl, bulle is cimlilt '1\ metlg~moes van bale vt'rskill~nde 1'115.\('. Hulle het, cit dink hulle .. ,die ou

Afrikmlt'I'S was basies soosdie I IIlUandel'S ell Dllit$(.'t'S gewees,
I: En dill 1Il1Wt'S?
M: NlI\ves? Dit' llUWI.'S is besig om S{){)SAlllt'riltill1t'I'S te wont [32i1" (F).

This sample demonstrates the fluid nature of subject positioning, which changes In
time and from one individual to the next, The tendency to ascribe individuals' identities 011

the basls of their ll,\tioll.ll character is also evident. In this context the p<lltidp.lllt is

discussing his own group (Afrikaners), and how they cliffer from or are similar to

GC1'miU1:i, Netherlanders, Americans and the British. It will be shown ill subsequent

sections how this linking of individua] charncter and nation can have Importunt ideological

effects, particulnrly as regards thu rclntiousliip betwcen mce and character, The nbove
CQllVC1'S,\t1011 continued as follows:

I: S,d jy s(i Afdk'U1(ll'S ht't trots ill hulk' ms, euhulle kultuur ('Jl.\OiMllf
M: \'{It'l, dit l1;lng aF,die !Mng \\f luw jy gl'l)()t g,'wt)rd her, n.l,lr knn (MI, Afrik,IIlt'l's WC(l~W'lf, {Jokpuesies

is."
1:M,I.II' op di("llg(,llll.'eu .. ,di(' tm.'l\S~\wle , I?
M: 'X'd, die l1ll~,lSl('mens b;'f.~illll()\1 Engds wont
I:Dink jy dis mensevnu dk' hotl\, klns wat non bl1;ill,1o(\lloll,I:lllt'y te WOI\'I?
M:.Ja dalk ~rlwr.
I:En die res van hullt? lJi(l !j('WOllt' Afrik,ulS{' ltlrI1S\'?
M: AP;l ,,1\ W(\'t 1I1(',1),l\Ir is nle lll<x'r'tl id('lltirdd soos v(){lIh('(ltlllit'. 1),\.1IS dmlik ni(' 1lI(,(,1'llam];.tt:'l'

"i(·tl~k'1PP('!lil'.
I: Viln Afrik\\lwr::?
M:Mm
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F2: Hulle Wall, en hull'r nie gewen nie, Halle's in hulle \Ung('s...ru ticn rcen een, onsknldig .. .En daar kom

die probleem, ck meen, even as jy ultra Afrikil word, as wit mense, dit gaan jy IlOgllikl ill die silk bring
nlc

Fl:Nl.'e, <?>
I: As jy WIltvir Afdk,li
F2: As jy Afrik\\word, As jy word vir dil' SWiUl nidlSl" '\S jy totall}"libeml" word, dit g.liUl jOUrl/;m/llltiy

niks illdie Silk bring nil', anyway
PI: Wrecdheid,bIlIA? tiqw wl'l'('\.Hleid,
I: Is that likl' rcvenge, or what?
F2: I think it's power, I think it's pnwt'l' power powel'; The more you l~UJ, hell' meer iemnnd kim bung wees

vir lou, hoe meet, ..<? ;>" (ll),
Variations of this kind of talk has become very popular in South Africa today. For

example, many of the newspapers feature C,l1'tOOllS where middle class whites sit around

their sumptuously laden dinner tables, discussing how bad things have got in South Africa,

their intentions to emigrate, etc, According to theorists like Van Dijk (1987), Wetherell and

Potter (1992), it is necessary to consider what the possible functions of such talk are,

However, one must £h'st recognise thar the talk referred to above is based 0111C,11 fears and

the real-life experiences of the participants. rather than the kinds of imaginary phenomena

that may be true of Van Dijk's work in the United States and the Netherlands, and

Wethlll'cll and Potter's work In New Zealand, where this kind of talk is usually based 011

urban legends and folk theories about blacks' nature, N evertheless, .' does still have the

effect of reproducing racism in society, Whilt' many of the (particularly middle class)
respondents show th.le they are sensitive to the f,lct tll.\t black impoverishment and the

consequent high crime rate is ,1 direct result of the practices of exclusion of the past, they

are nevertheless still unable to separate out these historically specific behaviours from what

they perceive ,\S bl1illg " universal black tl'itit, 01 essence, th,\t will always be there, Instead

of t"lldng about criminals and murderers, regardless of race, they speak simply of "blacks",
On the other hand, and just ,\S Imponantly I\S far as the racialisation of society gO(1S, certain

representatives of the present government play the same game, working from within the

logic of race- by replying to complaints about crime by making reference to "white racists

who nre unable to accept that they now have to live with the S,1111C problems as the blacks'),

This in tU1'11, 11,\s the effect of interpellating whites to, recognise themselves as being part of

that grcup of "white racists who used to oppress the blacks and now want to cling to their
privileges" .

Rcl;\ted. to th(.l above, W,\S the frequently dtc,J fear of extinction, That is, most of

the participc 'j from the lower class held a very pessimistic view of the future for

themselves ,m~ithe country ill general. They also insisred that they would not leave the
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"normalisation" of the general population, "uti to thus subject them, to the economically

useful activities th"lt are rcqaircd by advanced industrial economies. This normalisation is ,t

mammoth ttlsk that could only be carried out successfully if CW1'Y indi vidual were to

rcguh\tc themselves. The faet that certain "natious of less v,11\1c" exist around the world

(within \\11the valuable ones) would almost be ,llitl.'Lll interpretation of Poucault's

argument that certain phenomena aft' not economically [H'odlletive. All essential P,\l't of this

package is to draw .\ link between "economic hl,\ctivity, value-lessness" 011 tho OUl' hand

and "deviance, moral degeneracy" on the other, so th,lt dw general population em be made

to feel guilty about having 110 economic value. The same kind of underlying forces operate

in the statement by om' of the participants 111interview il, where she says that "going
.._..

'Afdea' and trying to be ultra ..liberal to help the blacks will leave you with 110tbing in tbc
pockct,ll

III the "bow ""\\1111'1<.\ the normalisation is t,lldllg place ilt the level of countries
and clvilisatious ..This is l'dkctt'd ill the currene W,WC of confidence itt the performance I)f
the "WestcrnU economies, inclndixlg those ill the "F.U'Enst", The business indexes have

never looked this good, and International organisations 110Whave the moral justifi''''tioll

for putting Pl'CSStll'C 011 third world countries to get their houses in order und Implement

austel'ity mC,\S\\l'CS (strllctm\ll,Kijustmcllt) that will bt'ing them, in line with the rest of the

world, Recently, Pl'(1sidcnt Dauiol At'"l' Moi of Kenya condemned the International

Monetary Fund (IMP) for wh,It he termed "political interference" ill th(.! 'lff.t1t's of his

gOVC1'1lml'nt (SAHG 3 Televislou News, 4/8/1997). This followcdthelr announcement of
the suspension it two million dollar ',lid package, on the grounds that his gevcnuncne W.ts

too beset by (·01'l'UptiOU. It could he urgucd th.\t the same underlying (UOl'lllil1iS,\tiou)

dyn,uuh ,\1'0 in operation th"t were idtHuificd in th(· sample of interview F above, 'l'hc

situation is one where the whitl1lMP is h.willg problems with "blacks stl);lling thdr nlolll~y
.\g.\h~)).'1'11(\w~'ight of truth, justice and mOl\\lity are hrought to lw,u' on Moi ' the President

of it "bnehward and undeveloped (inuuaturr] uatien" • ,\ "m.~i\l1lof litth~ value" where

"1wlpillg them will g{lt you llPthillg in the pnd~t\lll ••ind, in wurst. "a Imifl' in the L:wk". It

.\IS', ,I"mmml"ltl's tIll' shift £1'0111 ('fwrl'iw l'olI11l1,\1 .\Ilthndty to modern disciplinary power,

where o"ilt .It OIW'Smoral f,tHut'I'S is ~l\\PIl\I~i~ldto hring ,\lmut confonnity,

TlOWL'Vl'l', this projl'l't remains ,\ rritique 01 tilt' (·xi:lting POW('1'rl'1.\tions. ,\11d docs

not go 011t.' sumwst any alremanves, Fll1' example, ill {'l'itidsing the implementation of



82
M: Nee, ek ,link dis so orals in lii" werold, Ell. 111('('11,ILl,us groor koloui('S ill AJll(,likil ViU15WiIlW5, ill

Hllgd,ulIi, \'11 ill Fmllluyh, (Ill dt meen, dk' mense ill d,l,li I,mdt· voel pr,,,>il's dit' sdfd" (lOI' hulk"
AlhOl'wd dit Ilk' in di\, wct 50 gr,~cword sons ons ill hkll\!k·l.Uld gdMd llt't lIil\ Trre IIiI.'llU'USl'1'1't'5irs
di<'wlfdl' tecnoor dk' ~.Wl\ltl·Sook,

I: I {()('1~()1ll?\'{f,U1thullt"s \lt~tt'l\lit of ""It?
M: Ja, hullt"s net, 11ll11("s11l'1t1'IlMill, hulk' kan nle ('1' die !>t'lfd(·1'!.,k kom W.\,\I' ons is. Vilt dkt' bud in di(1

w~rrld. Blkr l.md lwt 'lllllifld('rw,~tnU!Il' 1I,I\i(' III New Z"dlilld is lll,U' llil'Maoris, ill AI1~,tmliais dit dk
Abmiginil',s. \'11ek 1\('('lI, \~\tAllll'lik.I, {(bU' is die L,ltill Anwtk.ul~ ('II Ilk·N''gNS. 1\11.h ,·."I.'ll. \<It
Duitsland, huUt>'t nou pmbll'lllt' met l{it' '1\1111.("Elkt.' 1.\IId II('\', dit S('bl'lu' m't SO,l'I! ill Ruid At'rik.l h{'t
dit dk'!.dllll' gdlmr. Hngbtl' wrM,il W.lt hil'!'W,l~.ens II('\'dit '1n'ttig gt·1II.1,lk,

I: !itl hi~rdil' lllind(,I'w,I.mlif:<' lta~i('s in til,· iUld"I' 1.Uld(" ('11ill Suid Afrika, h' vod dis Ilw~kil'nllltl\Llt Imilt· lilt
sommer Ilk,kan doen nit.. I I\llh:,'s l1i(', h\llk' h,t dit uit' ill Ill!'ll' (HlI b(,\k,uft!t(' ,\('('\?

M: Nee, bulle's vas t:('\'olllii lu'u klllww' W.lt ti' \'('1' I\!\WI' is ...Ui, li'lluwilik nm vir hllU(1op dit'..,dl~l(lvhk te
kom" U'j,

One ~sable ttl .\1LIa lot into these statements. \,\'hitl\i ,tn, presented as bdnt; the
bearers of i1 'UUiV('t'S,11 culture and civilisatio», h,\Vin~;hnmnht enlight« !l\cut ;md
development Into darkest Af1'i,\l. Tlwy .H'C presented as h.wing h.lL! to contend with blacks'

destruction, thl.ft and greed and sl·lfishu('ss. These t1'.lits match thml' listed ill tlre sl'l'tiou

th.\t examines thL' issue of bbcits .\.'1 childron, The p.1nidn.mt fl.'l.\WS how tht' white pl'oph·
went out into the new world in herole !:,shioll and (from nothing) illiti.1tl'd the p1'lR'l'S~t'S
th.lt resulted ill their countries lwcomiug the l'kht'st Ilmlmost 1'l)\v(,1'1'\11in the world,

These processes would include Iurd work, thrift, self-conrrol and self-discipline, ,\S opposl'd
to ,\b,mdol1ing onescl! to 8"1\S01')" pleasures (,mitn,\ll\lsts), dl,\V:,U1\:C and d~pl'.\Vity. Blacks,
on ehe other h,md, are pottr"yed ,\Sbdllg incnpable of trying .mythil1g n~\t or twillg "btl' to
build imything up. They are stuck in time ill au uncivilised culture th.n is unahle \0 develop
\my further and will never C01U('l·ight. They don't luve Inqu>ing minds, .tSone of th~'
other p,u,tidp.1l1ts put it (dt('t.il,lsl'wlwrl'), so will never advance,

'I'he p.U'tidp.\1lt then 11{\('S on to S,\y th.\t thif. is the C,\SIJ ,\11OWl' the world, ,tnd th.lt
the only diffcl'l'llt't' between ap,mbriti South Arlit'., .md the rest of till,' world is th.\t the
fOl'1l1l'f' 111.\(.1(1 laws i\beltlt it. The ,ll'gunwm tends to sllllHl'st th.n lWt"msll bb'l<.s are so h,ld
and lU1Chilisl"t (lVl'I'ybody all over duoWildt! lutes them too. It also has the dl('ct of
serving ItS;\ j\\stifk.ltillll fot' ap,ml'f'id policies and racism in gl'lWl\\l. m.wlts ere uine.lp,thlcll

t)f moving i'mw,ml. and thllj' .ll', , It burden til d\I\'I'10pllw1\\ for rhe ,u:tv,\1\('niwhitt' people,

Auotlwr pilim th.u one l'lml~lm,lkt' in t'l'Sl'l'('t Ill' till' ahovc, l'q~.\l'dsthe st,\tl.'llH'nt.

ttl the d'f~\,t th.u "l':wl'Y ('omit!'), Ius ,\11 infl'rillt' 11.lt1011,"TI!l' Fnglish wllni"infl'l'iol''' is

not ,\ dit'l'l't l'\luiv"h'llt to till' Afdk.\,ltl't umiudt'l'\l,\ul'dig", I lowover, tht' Afrilt.l,ms word

.wtu.\l1y fits in beucr with Ftl\t\\udt's i,lt"\~on t1\l' huU'til1uill!t of di 1i1l.U'r pO\\,!'1' tn

modern stll'hoth·s.At'l'(lfIlillH 1\\ his view, th« aim of disl'ipliu.u'y pnw('l' i'\ till'
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in til,' interview sampl« above, ,WI.' constrained to think and act within the present

discursive '·'{'t~ime,In this context, they are indeed enlightened, and urc not racists, Yet it

might be argued tll,\t ,1problem for ,111 enlightened people is the question of how to deal

with those who ,\1'0 not. This is particularly true if one's ({(.fiuition of enlightenment is

related to phenomena th,tt ,\1'1.' particular to ones own cultural group, In this case one will

by definition refer to others ,\S unenliglitened, backward 01' barbaric, Middle class whites

are likely to have the ,ldv.mt.\gl' of h.wiug certain "universal" Viihws in common. These

values would he those lb.'t ,11'C most likely to result ill economic success, fol' ex.lIuph·. the

lnstrumental 1'(',\S011that goes with linlightl'llltwut. Wh.lt tiisguisl.'s ethnocentrism and

xenephobia in middle class whites therefore, is rlre "PPl',ll to uuivers,d values, h.l.~l·don

W11,\1; is rational and t11<\\b1'ings SHeet'SS ill ,\11 imlustri.\lisl'd economy. (h).t~ is unable to stt'P

outside of till' system .md view ot11l'rsill the light of their own histories and cultures • ,\S
this would result in the 8itt'i.hion where one h.1S to ,IPP",ll to the "ir1'.uiol1<lP', OUC[' ,lg.lin,

pefll.,ps the only W,\y out is to '\1'1'l'.\1to the ,tl'stiH'lie dimension, th'lt not linkl'd dit't'ctly
to the (Ixisting order iu .\ relation llf domination.

6.4.2, lJ{.td~culture mllllJisuwjI as deji..·ctiv('l ",fd~I.'Nmlalit! st.rgtlitnt

Related to thl~above is the perception th.1t m,my of the problerns Iaced by blacks
toLl.lY are as t\ l'C3\11t of their culture, which W,IS t'ithet St,lgl1lll1t ~)tb,\t.'kwtll'd to h(lSiu with.

Once again, this roses on the assumption tlhlt white culture is advanced in ,\11WI\YS above

the resr, h~\\'illg pursued thl' eac right CO\11'stJ open for dl'wl,}prm'11t so t11,\1;it is now mature

.U1dadvanced. A{'~'(ll'dil1g to this view, f.lilun' to meet thl' high st,mti.lnis set by whites

means th,l1: tlwl'l' is something defective or p,ltilologie.,l built into the (lthl'l' cultures. Onc

of the p.u'tieip,mts reflecred ,I diverse number of views wry concisl'ly ,IS follows:

"M: j.l; ek I!Wt'l1. V,lt till' M\\llt lIWIIW ill Mdliii. di'llwlt' Afrll\.l is nOll ht'lrl'lll.MI 'II mk(~l. I J.Mf h ah!!olul'
lljk~llit" As !lit nit·, il' dif' Wit uuu \v.t~W,lt Itl;Il·,UIIA(·lUllll hrt nlt' \'oUt om11('(',Ii',&)\l IUt IlOIl lIog dil'
1.f!l'lt' !~~W('I.'Sas\\\\t dit ·100[.CX))",,!H'm!~W,IS. FI~meeu, 3uid Afl'ih\\ i~lii(' mees dmlnplbw I,mt! lu dil'
hele Alrikl\. Sd~I'(' (Ink dil' l\Iillstt'i,\11li ill Alrik,l. As lIit lIil' vir die' wit ll\~n~ "'''IS,&;1 ens ~~.Idnit· eers
Iti\'!' l~\'I\W'j lIit', Ek lIl{m. dil' ,m"IlT('S '\11 ner \1,t\"'llt,lt~t" 1I1lt.hull!', dlllll'Cll, .1',iy nnu in '1I1:,hrid( ,~jt.
"II hulk' jou (',lIIklllt ~1\'{'1. Vir hulll'lll11 ('i" ,II t(' Im't'll b niks lIi(',m~II{'\;om vii' hlllh,',wlf tt' g.lin.I lulle
!\l'I'ni!\\ vir HlIl.a.Il' IIlIInil', 1111111'\ hti(' ',dt..lll\ti~~,

1:~hl jy diuk \[.Il wit 11h·U\('. liit \\,,\\ l·jntlik 11l"lit~ 11111 .. ,

1.,.1: .1.1wd, k)'k IWI Wilt dll' WilM g'i,loCll ltd ill AIIlt'! il.,l. FI, Illl~'ll, hllllt"l AlIIt'rill,1 (W'o ill dil' ,,,db ,*'I\\'r
('\'11,\Ullllt,l.I.l\lt' 1,\IIdl' w.tt millie" h. Ful,yk hlH' \'1'1' h Anwril',l tllltwihl,l'!, 111('hdt·l.llhlh np!\I'hon
d"II' 'vi! lIIvu' .....Ph 1\(\\1 WII \\lIIllil' ~~tlH1l'ot\'r\IIHHIlIli('w l.ulIlI' ill dil' \\'1'11'1.I.1-k Itll·t~l. FUl'l~I,1 isdie
sdll~" ('II .l\1I',II,ui,1 ('II New Zrrl,Uld. I lis.,,~wlllt('., II>lll1l\'f llit,\ pHil,(1"!',(1IIIIiI\\ 01'110\1 ui(, .... [(,OJI ),dl<
h ~\'\Im'.\ fk ,k '<1,111111(' h Ii.llk \\I, gdl.ll( ill ',\\llluUt, kulnnu h,U1 1i.llkuil'IlIl'{'I' gwl'i ni,', 111hI11lt\'~1
hllll(l\ '>III,ul"J"tU Illt hull" !It't ml\lit :-"11rtl'.1I1'ilI ui('.

I: h lilt ,*,PIal iIlIUI\\V(.l~II~ ill 111'1.ill Aidh,\, III hilt' bt',~1t1jv?
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Ill: Willloruri'llI, of...jy weet, wi! neu di("'!"o(ldl('S" nO\1weer hl-, die groom" \lilWkrl in die koek, {'II..."

(B),
OlH~could immediately establish a link between this and Poucaulr's ideas about

the shift to discipliumy power and the imperative to scud the unproductive and weak to

surrogute homes, Previously (under ,\ more coercive regime, using repressive technology)

the "adult" Afdkalll'rS took ,\11 active 1'.\1't in the "upliltment" of the black "children",

Now, however, the blacks are supposed to take care of themselves- thev are !lOW "grown-

ups", yet they continue to behave in" way that fills the participants with dt'sp.\il'. As she
puts it, they would like to help, but most of them don't know how to go to 1vorJ.· 1.11\ this.
Clue could link this £mtlwl' with the domestic regime (still ill operation) whereby 111,\11y

middle chtS:i {em.ties would £',1<'11have had "their own" blacls domestic worker (the maid, or
mci(~ living-in. This arrangement often included constant surveillance of the bl"cIt female's
privaee life, For example, there were strict rules th.lt forbade her to drink oi smoke, or to

entel't.\ill guests in her room on tho 1'1'(,11115es.She would freqtwntly he strictly {ot'hiddl"ll to

use the same crockery or CUth'l'y as "the f.\tun)'''. The penetmtlon into the domestic

worker's life was often also extended h\t(~into the night, I\S sIU'W,\1: invited to join the

family to watch relevision. This f.\ciliti\tcd her nCU'l11,\1iS.\ti0l1, .111 she cO\!1dbe Ineegrated
into most (If the famllles activities in an ostensibly enlighrcned Wily, bl1.t'llways .\1\ ,t

servant,

It is lliffkult for them to understand why the blacks don't want their hell', tWCi\USt~

it is' i\bulld.mtly clear to them thae "blucks are not up to standard" and "incapable of getting
h right" • as thl':V witnessed their "mcld'sAl daily ~11'1'orSItransgeessions and f,lilings, Tlw

p.u·dcip'lnts fiud it lNficlIlt to deal with the w.l,Y th,lt "blacke are ,llwolys hltllniuH O1h('1'8for
their silu,\tion". They feel th,\t blacks slmuld uke responsibility flH' themselves 110W,

,\sslIming that there is 1H1structurally-based inequalityl and th'lt as the Afrilti\1l('l'S did fol'

themselves, so should the blacks build thl,tlm'lV1's up. This ldud of tall .. SN1"ts i\ puuitivc

mess,1geto non-producrlve blacks til step in line, .Uld talk thdl' places as responsible,
normal 'lllults,

'I'll(' si~tnifi~\uln' \)1' this fill' lInue.mIt w'.\s not ulI'n'Iv W mako IIIlhistol'k.1J point. It
is mthpr to dl'll111nstr.\tt· th,n till' l,nth\· llpistl'1l101\lgi~\\1framework on which modern

psydlOlog}' (fol' l'x,unph') is h.\sl'd is ~tmrooted ill tlWl\'Pl't'ssitlll of the "dmll!'111.11".

unproductive or useless, At tilt' ~,ium'tune, modern suhj(·('ts. such .\S tIll' middle class couple
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insane, sick, thieves and murderers. In the lWW world, 011 the other hand, they were simply

classed .\S "animals" and killed, or enslaved,

Later, in the mid·l'ightl'~lnth century, the birth of the age of lmmanitarinnism in

Hm',,!',' 'V,\S mnrked by Pinel and Tuite's reforms, TIll! Insane w,'re sent to separate

urs where they ctmld be reh'lbilit,lted. I Ie argues that whar was taking place was

precisely the shift to the modern form of power- when' the insane were sent to somewlue
of.t subseitute f,lmily, Wh(ll\~ the aim was to cure them. The technique was to introduce it

n·gime of SI'H~1U' :ui' tlritlg, (.lft·wards and punislnneat» ••ind endless procedures for

fcpY('ssi017, mmulis,uit,. and iW1'I111tlisatioN1 which were achieved by making the madmen

feel guilty ,\bout their moral d~'gt'ncl"\l'Y' Whet'e iu Eul'opl.', the unproducuve weft'

subsequently eoafined under more huuunitarian circumsu ("i, ill the new world they

stopped Idllillg the "natives" end "clUi\lwip,\tl'dlt the slaves. Thdr hUlll.mit,\1'i.1l1

confinement W,\S maintalncd tht'tl\1gh repressive tcehnology ,\S administered by till'

Colonial \\dministl'.ltions around the world (fot' llx,unpll', to nunnallse the "l:,w,lges" and

turn out "little Ellglisluneu\ or "little AfdkiUlcI'sl!) • it technology that Smull Afric.\ 'W.\S

among the last to abandon itl {,wour of the current disciplill,lry tt'dmology proper.

The p,u',tidp.ults' perceptions of their role in the present context proved to be a

fl,\litf\ll avenue of inquiry, .\S the following Cxtr,lct from Interview B shows:

"F2: J,1.tll,~II'dil' dillg is. ill,\I' h s()\'ed 1\t.1t dillk rk, W!'!oI.I.Ulb.lrl' Ili\,lt Illl't tlil' MV,\l1I'S, Fk weet Ilk' hot'Vt't'l
r('Uil' t~.1.1I1(llt vat!

I: 1Ia.lt, ill tiit' '.IV,lIt m('I)\('. of n'l'1l01ll' dil' swart llll'll)(,~
F2:.!a. sw.lIt lIlt'!tst' «'('noOt' di(' \Vicll's.\'\'iUlt {'k weN nit' <'illllik hlX' I,m!, dit tl;~I!l v.t mil dit van :.11111'nitte

11,1'V Ilk"
Fl:mt WM nle of dith~lt is lllt....
F2:J.1l
Fh ",of"ltlltmu,
F2: Ek k.\IIIIOU vii' ma IY.\ us ek ,\11in dil·lt.tgl'll \wrl. {'II 1,1,hoor llt't"iwhitl'S" vyltig 1ll.1.1i'1I1l,lg'
[11:lwhit~! {whitt"! tl.l\lghtrlJ
F2: t~lIig(' lliun, d{ 1\\('('1\. ,thlls illl\I·\1UI' [I,\'\t. 11111111h.l,lt IlIlS vit' ,ull's \\"It nit rt'g t, nil',
Fl: Minm, Soos I'Ikf' prnbll't'1ll W,\! 1111\1oph(llH. t, liit vir hulll' V.\II l{olnlll.dbnw .tt; en ({Iili tiept' ding.
B.:!: Ot'UV\I/('H?'l wnt <tan hUUI'!;t'IHWII is.

Ft [~mJ,\,iy ~i"n.lthli I,illdhdd,j\' WI'('t,nit i,nil, \{Ithulll' enns IW\"~llllt'llli( .. nil hWiltdlll,Uld ,md(~'(
01' hull(llll't\l ..iwinf~lli't~ (II).

!lF1:Mil,lI' diL'nWi'\tr Alrik"l\('r, lwt IlPHnil' vir huhl'lf I.itf',flll.l.lk W,lt Imlle (h~i i" Ilwt Ilk, SW,II1('S 1Ii1'.
\\;I,ltt('f ,1,Uldl'd llllllt' 1ll0l" Ill't'lll, III di(' npln11illH \~\I\dil' ~W.lI1\,).em hulll' \I' Il('lp om Ilk· "hid te n'l~('{'l'
Ilk', jY\\'l'I'(~ I}llll\,t1uul .,it 110\1{('mgt'll W,lg,

ti2: M,l.II'dil' dill~~ is, 111.1.d. diuk nil' ,Ml i!"lfI(h k.1Il \wl do{'tt.Il~:'ig
Fld,I, j,l, \l411 Mlillt f~I'V\)i'1\"Ul '.\,U1ittiOjl,IlWll'ldthdp,lll.l.II'liill lh(,\.,t('m(~I\I\WI"! lIil' ph'si('S/~J('lIl1\ (('

werk ti' l~,t\IJ.
E\T.l, d.I.II'iS l['\'I'd W.UllnllH'(!1l b,LU. l'k.',(·jllll, ,lUI ...
I: SI) ,b hullo pmb{,o' (1111 t(' help, ,1.1lI,'.11dit iu dip wclm'r,)(' lll,mi :1' gl'vat word. dlt hulll' wil iUIll!'llg. IlL .. ?



78

M: Daar was 'II oum iddik" aparthitxl d,lar."
F: 'nOl/ll/i(lcMikke ap.utlwids h'grip, \'illlOf1.', I'll hll//L'.

One of the possible functions of the section that ucknowledges the div(:(sity and

rough U,tl\11'C of the c,U'ly v'om'ttekkers is to present them as simple folk, who were very

ordinary, This emphasises that they were not it privileged elite who exploited those less

forunmeo around them. Then, using it vocabulary of liheratlon similar to what we are

accustomed to tod,\y, with phrases like: Uflight £1'0111. oppression", ",I free people", "rebels",

uriSf\ up ,\g.tinst suffering, gencrul oppression and conquest" • they nevertheless slip into i\

romanticised version whereby these ordinary, PUrL1 folk are threatened hy the heathens and

barbarians. This is also related to the Israelites of the old 'l'estament, .llol1g with the biblical

injunction to destroy the heathens, The above participants make it clear that they distance

themselves fl'om the Christiau-hcarhe» dlchotomy th(~yrefer to, and at every moment
demonstrate their sensitivlty to and awareness of the 11('W "1.!CrUgtbcidabout mci;,llll,lttcrs,

'l'hcy make it ell..u,tlmt th"y now know better what they did in their youth, and from

what their fOl'cfi\tlwl'lJ knew ceururlvs ago. As .\well cst,lblislwd, middle class couple, !,ht'y
report {\.Wlillgcomforreble working' and i1ltl.'l'actiug with members of other l',lch,l groups.
However, they will only tolerate "civilised standards" of behaviour, Yet even this
Injunction is tempered by thcir reporeed knowledge th,\t blacks "have so 111.\1'yproblems
today because elf the way th.\t we tl'e,\tt'd them", Thl.'ir interview d.\t,\ thus serves ',\S.\ fiuc.'
example of the sanitised t"lk mentioned by Vau Dijk (1987)1 and Wetlwrdl and Potter
(1992), YlJt this is nut: to suggest tl1.tt their sanirised talk is c(msclOusly employed by the

participnnts to hide il real racism deep-down inside (th.lt they are aware (1). To Vil1W tll(.'
partlcipants' t.tll( ill this Wily would perhaps be to 1'.\11pl'(~yto the current tendency t()

debase the concept of rllcism itself by 1.\bdling anyone who dissents from one as l\,clst.

Eventually its usefulness ,\S an i\11,\lytie tool is diminish«] .\S those who h,\rhmu' 1'(",1
prejudice 'lg,linst othcr gnmps are lumped with those who do nor, This is where l'CCOUt'.S(,

to the bl'tl.ldt'r picture becomes lll'Cl·SS.U'Y.

The context of til(' "how sample can Ill' relatvd ttl the scwnrcenth century

(Chlssit\\l il~W)situarion, as d~'s('rih'dhy Foucault, where anyone who it'll outside of the

realm of reason was sent to prison, A similar situatlon pl'l\\'Jill'd In Hul'Opl' nt tlw tinw, with

squalid HvillH conditions, \llll'mployull'nt nnd \'.\gl't\1l~'ylwill!; rift', Those lodtl'tl.\,\v,,\Y'
indmt('d anyun« who W,\S h.t:;il'ltlly not ('t'ollnmi('i\l1y productive • thOSl' who were poor,
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present is met with yet another justification: "Well, if we Afl'ik.ulcrs could stand together

",ld pull ourselves up. then why can't the blacks? Must be something defective in their

culturel",

The account discussed above also leaves out a lot of historicul detail, and rends to

lend credence to ()'M("u\\'S ,lCCO\t11t of the selective remembering and forgetting th,\t was

encouraged by the Malanires in their efforts to frilgnwnt thu wnrldllg class in the 1920's

,\11(11930'5. For example, much of the evidence about the Voortrekkers suggests that they

were it wry rough and uncouth hunch. Much of the evidence also makes it clear th.\t they

Intermarried with other 1\'C('$ {or ,\1. least had sexual relations with them}. Th~' p,u'tidl',mt

also showed elsewhere that he W,lS i\dly conversant with these Iacts, for example he states

th.\t:

M: Ok, jy vra, "W.lt is 'n vl)lI~?"257'n Volk is Hollanders, DuitM'rs, 'n \t~'I~IStt7'illguog nwt liit' slawe \lit
M.lll·i [M"h,i.l]. 'III~lil' hruin blo(\l ill nilS a.U'l'. <: <::? < ~ ~ Mid lhilt wt' wrrl' bl'ginllillg to admit thilt
duritiS th('llp.Ulh('id yens ...b,ul' hl't r,l'llll'llg! Ell blll~'ib{J.,~tOl'i~W.lt ILhlll1\i.i' t1~\'bl'\.u'IIi'rl' (A)•

...and the couple in this interview bh:t' also state thau

II: ", ..en dit is grend W,WVOOI' hy, jy Wt'i.'t, g~WellUg hard gi'\'l'!; het -as jy l1~t kyk vlrdie tl'('kJ..l'rsst'/~l.tit'-
dt."lll'eli!' n.Wi.t'UlSJ:ll)Ol't, Olll' dle Dmkembt'I-gt:', jy Wft't, deur dit:' vJ.~..res V;Ul die Rnwo ...172

M: Hulle't m,\,Ir\\!tyd wt'1H:e·'!ugv.U\ di~...
F: Oorhet'l'5ing!
M: Ir()ll.uld~' t~l dil' I\ng~ISt'...
II:! lull" WClII dit nil' St'h,ld liN lli('.lIIlJJI'Wi\~ ill tlil'l'ed[?J In Vl'j'<', 'II 'n" klomp mense,
M:J.l, ook 'II klornp rebelle ...
F: En rdH'lI'l, I'll 'n mrus !UtII'tIi!' \\'~ sknun V.Ul di('V('it, d.lt hulle gl'lmm h~t V,Ul oml oor- \\'tnJ' mixed

b\ltwll of p(,(lpl~. 1',1,\1' w\t~di~\V.lt H~gln()her. \V.lt g('\'!ufi her vir bulle god:,\li(~IS ...
M: ... tilt' H\lg(,lIotl' ...
F: nit' llngmot(" 1ll;.II' ltlilr w.t~o(ll~tlk'. \VilrOil ~k(,,('~~('~itls- &lOS ill AU~·''luLI. I'll ~)()S in AI\IN'ikil, liS

gt'volg VIIIl, V,\II mis(uyu,,(, ('Il, jy w('t't, ensevoorts ensovoons- nnd its a mNNl",,\h 01;pt'<lplt' who Wt:r\~
f()~l\l t(JgNher ,',1 \lll(~I/,M by s\llf('rillt~\Ind by '1/:.'t'II.'t,UIllt\'l'\uul,illS ell O\'rhl'('r~itlg \",\II '11yolk \V,lt
huU!'gn'oel her \V.lt sel'n /t·it.l.fII..IIl-n hler hct Ilk .. Ell tlt'I'h.UW(' moes hull!' lLl'lrtl,{,{1nprol't'[?J!

M: J,I, en nou kun 'ullIt'ns !lOll ook 1It'tby\,(}('g ...n);l.u'('It ,lit en pm.lt lISof ir Iliks wt't't .... Ill.l.Ir ,d hit'rdit'
got'll \",UI hit'l.!it' lllilh'lllollh ('II ...ht't It' d')('11 ook mrt Itd,l'j' problene vm dit' swartes St' !{,mt \\f· dle
"1,.tftiromlm\l". So tlP dle 011{,lidI\IY jy log l1lol.lr 'n wlt- ~WJlt dillg. C:itl.\-,dil·mt, ons is dle ProH"lt,UIH',
tlie 1~(J()msl\ilttllit'k~,..S}' weet, liit'I !Uf\t'IIOotl' h~t gt'V!UHvir hullt· ~tl&~li{'lIS... ('n h' in)' hit'I\UI' ~()Olt
\\Ul b.wl t\I~S{'nhulle h~~t.\'Ul wanr (/111isPmle,r,lIltS. Of Rooms I{,lwliL'l<s sdfs 11£huUe wil, ,wnt dis
unA st(,<'It~Clnbtmd(jlll. '!'('('IlOOf, Iii" I{hoi, dit·Sail (~I tiit' ,m',1I111liUl, wat '1l/~lrh~ll' i9. Il~. Dit'
gnd,diell\ IlU,lI~S(I groor 'n kh ,f d.~11dis nIl~wll)()llikll)it is dndlilt di('l'<'fMl.' groot Ido\lf. WI.' 1Irt'
CIlIhti.IIl'i· ens is (~hli\t('I\(·. di~Ill'kkm'. n.U1 ,link jy ,WI dh.·bybd. Iii" ou t('Sl.UIlI'1\t Il~?Ons is b,li\' ou
t(,~I,IIIWllti('J Ill'? OIlS 1l\rt\\(· ... 1~1;l\'lil1(.,.I\'l'S diNm mr.lIl1l'llt, jy weer, ,LI.lidins\',m"heilk'III''''
"b:lrll,\.l1\ ,II. m· np, u,ln om \U,' Ill'i>i11ll' \lit tNt'lli, (111\ Iwt tiil' BOt'llU.U1 uilf,(·t\wi • jy \\'('('t dlt sdtl OIlS
lWI hull!' nit gt'\!.iN II('! 200 l.lill't'l'1Il0m', !tUIlI'!lN hullt' IlWt &lit' maId" uitVl'mlOOI!

F: JI, I1M.It' J\}'J\ llilllll11l1,1 dil' h.\\il·, b~lrip \\\(1, (·k1\\('(11,jy ~lm HUm(' ''>'tlt m.w. mlldlo{!jl. ell jy IWIlI v,m
'II ~11~I\alviuhtk\\' 'l!\lI·ll\l\Hld W.l.lf \TOIWI!S hulle tlW IIM.IIt· dl~'II i{md(" b,I~.icS tim jnu ,\I111Sof M'lfs JOIl
!Http!\lOIl, nit g.nll. dis 'II ~id\Ii\\\\'dillllll'.Vllkl w;ur dit np i.i'lt \\.tlliulII, !w\'ltl'ma,II'lilllv.Wl'wmd om
hOI""'lm I\aal II' blollt. word IIi! tid '1\ [\,\'\1' j,l.u'lalf'l" wmd dit 'II dillf1van t()('ma.w., V,IlI {()(,,>kil,en d.1l1
Iwru if hi('(;i>(Jill jon Wt'g(,o,kilw('!1I. m h' (,IIt111tl('t hi('rdi"llltllo,(' \\\lr/~'kh111' i"ol~:('!!'i hllllt' Ill'll 1m
Ilullo Iimlllw mublllllt. Wilt lIit' jml t,I.lll'l;l,lt lIiI,. wu nil' Ilk,Gud k"11 '\'<Itj}' ken nie, wnt lIi\, di,' (jllll
,\,111hid ill llil' ~.dfdl'lll,al:\T W.lt )V i\mIll Ill\ bid ...
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By this logic, ap;trtlJeid W.U' entirely reasonable • the response of the civilised and advanced

races to the OCC.Ul of darkness that surrounded them, Desperate measures wert! called for,

us the pure, superior race's existence W.1S threatened on all sides. These views have literally

been set in stone- Itt the Voertrekker Monurnem; in Pretoria. Images of a s11\,\l1, CO\1r.\gC(lUS

group of God-fearing, noble Afrikaners are set in large marble fl'k'z(' I on the walls, The

noble beings a1'C.tt every turn betrayed and threatened by the barbarians (who ,U'C:

portrayed as disgusting, treacherous and territying)". One of the more benign and

sophisticated (middle class) ItCC01.111ts put It:

"M: ()IIS is Chrht('ud, lin jy IWX't,1101l wi! rk noem- d.\ill"s IJ() [l.ti", om I(I~, (Llt hierdle wJ'S&\U t\l$o\l'll
Chrlstene-l kidm, ur, tor hil'1'di~ IlWllSe ilkI' gd{OlUIll't, t'n dil·Il()(,~ll.Ul, die S,ll)' dle Khol gevlnd IWI,
en dk' Stl'lmlopl'rs. ..I 1('('lIivrdic lllt'llS(' hi{'r g<,>kolll ('II hulle WilSChrt,tmr, ~'Idie tiroot vl'cldl,ll'!.lyd!i
w.tS nie 'II t,\ill v('r~hillli(', dit W,l~ In vrHI.,d/11/.\ v(,I'~ldl,"OilS gIn if! dil' Elli!~('Clod ,LSPl'Otl'St.Ult(', (>IId.tti
1ll{'US(,hot nos llOoit gl'llOorv,ul (iCld....of so Ill'!' hull!' g('llilll" so h!'t hulle ",~;IillklEn hull" her niks
omg\'g('(' 001' W'.lt d.l'lt lllt'1I1>('glf,loo lwt , en \\"It huUegod5di~nsis... th<,y'n' not illl('rl'Stl'lt.. til~l'what
till' Sp~ni.1n{~did ill SCIUlliAmerici- the ('()ltq.lht.ldol't'S. t\wy jmtmillt~{ ('wrythilll1 that lho:i\~
immei» dvilis.\tioll5 built IIp,1y w('('t ilit ton tlie, hlll!\·'t ,llle'S wmi(,tin iL~uso,('il dit' kt'lk, en die
Rooms K.ltoliel(t' lINk Kyll, Ill!'}' w('lrn't At'likum! 'I'hl~Vwere till' hll'hu'i.IIIS, So to these pl'opl!" th~t~
pt'llplt' -the Khol, the S.m, the :x.1\(l~I,t\1('Ywcrt' hit htri,lII~ • h(lid('lw!

II: And {mel' ilg,lin, you have till' 1,,1111(1.111(' harrier, '\/"p,lr.ltitlh tltl' one from til.' otlter IJ() th'lt they don't
Undi.'I'Slillld or ,wknowlrtig<1 ,.. It (A),

While admitting the destruction of entire.' civilisations, and the hide of sensitivity

on the p\,rt of the AfrikiUlcl' pioneers, thl.l account is still a1'glmbly hiwing the £fject of
justifying the deeds th.\t were committed, Firstly, the ilCC01.111t presenrs the (,',\1'1y
V{){>rtrdd~ers.\S being devouely religious "folk" who are comrcnted with .1sitthltiOll th,lt

they had no means to understand. Secomlly, it wasn't only them K even the R01n,\11

Catholic church condoned wh,\\. Wits done in South Amerlc», One of the possible

Ideological effe(~ts that sympathetic hisrorical justificntions (such .1S the one above) might

have is to imply that the errol' was in the past, Although they committed these errors in the

past, it was excusable bl'Ci\USC they didn't know .1I1Y better. It is thus accepted that an ('1'1'01'

W,tS nude, but at the S.UllC rime little or no recognition. of the present injustices is

dcrnonstrnted, All)' talk of the Pl'CSNtt is focused OIl crime, violence aud the murderous

hcte the blacks are Edt to have for wliitc people. So even though they "made mistakes" in

the P,lst, tilt' present is a diffl'1,{'llt story lWI'.msl' "the bIll 'ks have got so h.ld th'lt you can't
help h,\tillg them", Any talk of structural itW~l11.\litil's and institutioll,\ll't,dsm in the

II An "ltviolls ('lC.1I11pll· hdllfl till' PPrtr,ty,llllf Diu,;.1.1II, witt> Il.i~;1!'''III1I! w,lI'rillr kllt·diu!! at hh I'1'I'!with lIi\ h,lll!h l'.liwJ
lt1 ninl~,1.111(1\ if ill ;,upplir,ltlu.l. It II jlllintd (lilt V('I'IIIklrly thul1gh, th,\! tht' Y"llllg w,uri,,!' is tlll'H' to 'lll ,\~
Dinl\.l.llI'S IpiulIlIll.l'l'rh,lp' IHlI',lh"u1.1 l'OI1\l",l\t thil with the \'Iq\.1111 111"\\\,lpjllllOll t1l.\t can \1(' found dilr\,n·t!y
Ptllllillncd I1l'xt III Pn·\i<!(·!ItI;;IUIW"\ f,\\'IIUrih' III,tiI' in hh hUll\(' 1Il Chunl! SIn't'l, l'ft,turb.
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this sample, one is able to see devices he employs to justif}~ his renl view that "blacks aren't

up to standard")

"I: Do you think blacks Ilrt.' born dim'rent. Do you think it's soll)(lthit;g in-bred?
M: I don't lwlievt' tll;lf dwyat(l iuf('I'ior. 'l'hey em be "'lUid, but, t1wy must learn to an1'pt what ihey'v{ been

tilllghr, Illilybe it comes from frdillt; infl.'l'ior. Hut its not. \~r~n'bl.'('Ilt.!ught, thy must be t,\lIght, So Its
for tbem to 1'("llisc.

[t;\l'<! fades out]
..And Wb,lt we know, they know,
I: So its llke th(lYjll~t haven't had the Oppol1ulIirk's, Do you think thal if th"y Ihld the' same opportuuitles as

us thilt there would be wry Bttll' ,lifl<'rrm'r? 01' would there 5till be like, IIIJlll(,diff(,ll'IIl1'?
M: ".C~U1they cop~?...They ;llU~t ask thunsdvcs if they em cope. IMOrt, they Ilrl'IJSCus",they lllll~to\~t

themselves if tll('), ean cope,
I: Cop,,? In wl lilt ""II' do you Il1t'\UI COP{" like with Whl\t sort of 5(Uftf
M; If they mil bring thcms(.'!v<'S to the ,st.uldmls wl)('1'('W('III'(\

1:1·1..
M: \'V'hat we do .. .em till'), do? l mcm, Clll1h,,1' urjngth~lllSdv('S up to ourst.uKLmis? From the t'\llll'atioll

SyS\('lli [tape fades out], Hring t'~'mup to wher« w~011'<',don't drop the whitt' ",nll\ltioll. Bring the
hl.td, rhlldr{,1l lip to the whit!! (\ll1(\ltioll. The Wily I fCcI, Iwy, Illy ~t.Ul(iud8 L<rlwir ,\tillld.mi 6, YOli If'!!.'?
Now that's Hot l'it;ht. L('t him go and writt' tIlt' '.Ull(l ('(llll'Htioll as 1wrote, and ttl'! rhe SUllC'1ll.1I1~s.IS 1
gm, theu he will bl' equal, I If' mmt hI' rqn,u.lf til' becomes {'\jIBI, it mus, WOIk b(lf/Jw;IY,~'~9.

Two conrradictory elements .H'C contained in this exn ..act, The p.u'ticip'\1lt storrs

(IUt by inJsting that "we are .,11equilIn .. but then goes em to S.ll' thnt blacks are inferior.

Thilt is, be dcesn't have ,1 problem with them PCl'S011.l11y,but the unfortunate reality, his

rhetoric ,1 question stlggest~, is thut they have broughe ,\11their problems on themselves. It

is also important to note th"t his views iU'l1 based (ill ,1 number of nssumptioas, Firstly, the

existing social order is treated as ,\ uf:,ct". There are absolute standards {If edueation <lout

there" that are not III dispute, Following his ,1rgument, whites Wl~llt to the trouble to

master the repertoire and so now blacks ought to do the same, Wh.11; is 011so implled is thou
because blacks have failed to do this, they are not ,vorthy of being regarded us his equals,

While he bases his argument here on ml'l'itocr,nlc principles ..whereby we can all be equal

if we work at it, the fumhment,ll injustices built into the system nrc completely ignored,

both historic.1Ily and in terms of the present ilr.f,mgl'ments,

The examples provided above dernonstrate the manner in which idl'ology
Inactions to legitimate tlll' existing sod.,! order, White cultuml Sl1pt'l'io1'ity is it taken fm

granred to be ,\11 undisputed nf,,(~t"• 1\11 unalterable and universal part of nature, The course

th.\t \V'estl1rll civilisation has taken is treated as lwillg tlw standard- the gold('n mild to

advancement. TIll' partlcipant» show this conflauon of coutingl'nt sOl~i.\liU'l"mgl'ments

with whitt is natural and timeless, for example, with their reference» to "childlike by
nature", 1<'1'0111 this assumprion, one can then go on to jmlgl' \111otlH'f' peoples .\UtI cultures
by this yardstick, find them hlddng and thus jmtify one's beliefs ill one's own superiority,
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productive existence). The effect therefore, of religious beliefs in this context, is to act as it

projected Super-Eg» .1 projection of the guilt th,\t is fdt itt the breaking' of socially

establisned taboos. This can also be related to Fc ucault's concept of disciplinary power, as

individuals punish themselves psychically for transgressions, With the modern form t1f
power, the state has no need to intervene juridically to keep the l'l\CCS "p,ut. The
participants above felt from within that racial purity W,\S nOr111,\1, natuml, ,Ull[ ordained by

God. 'I'D transgress would be .,1 . rmal, unnatural and sinful.

6.4. Black Attitudes and Behnviour Prcscnted as Problematic

6.4.1. B/,lcks as CbildlikcJ i~·n.!sp(msib/c)dupont/CUlt,dcstructis» ami dtwg(!i'oIlS

One of the more central themes that emerged, was the perception that blacks were

childlike and dependent. As une of the participants put it:

"l'1: \'\f{'\ ek p~rso()nlik lWM{lJlI hulieas klnders, (\wig~l,lndl'rs, En ill d.I,1i opsil~II\~,i)tirsr,rbC'lldc kindrrs,Jy
weer, ck diuk hulle knn tml'iklik bale vmm~;\ \I~hulle soos klnders, Oy Iwt dlt ook een k(\11'g('s~\[r:l:D ,IS
hull!.'viUl i\llt'... sees 'n ~m()l wmu' dle klnders l'<'gtiggCt'll -loen luskeoleuso, K,m jy maar lees ill iU(li('

,utiltds. di£'OUCfShet hulk byg{'~t'I'Ul. till' olldN'WYS(lt'S her hulk' bygt'!lhtUl, die grml't'us\{ilp het hulk'
Uyg('Stil.lIl, jy w('ct, bulle isvt'n.luiklik g('b()O~r.1I,1lhet hulle alles "~lt dk(' mens h~'t, hulle 1(IUl
.lkndt'mit's ('II op elke gl'uhlllt't so geed doen, maar h\1J1c iuswlling is tlog S()OS lIillllUrl{illdcl'S, iy weer,
mense moet vir my dingt' d(}(,ll.I Iull(·'t nh.' lMie ond(lr.sorl,('ude gf'C>tenle, Jy weer. Buill' Sou verteer wat
vir hulle g<'g('(' \vord, maiir ulremard gnall hulle nle die r('(') ontdel- ni(' II (13).

A number of points C,\11 be made itt respect of the above. Tho p.lrticip.Ult lotys

emphasis on the fact that she feels that this childishness is a mCi(111y determined Ieature • one

tIt,lt call not be altered through SOCh\1iS.lt1011.She also emphasises wh,\t she considers to be it

tendency of blacks to expect others to .llw,tys do things }'o,' them, regardless of whether

they ,U'(,) ill a position to do things for tlwmsclvcs or not. She presents them as spoilt

children who are never satisfied, even ifwhen they have everything that one could possibly

want, The pnrticipant concludes by extending the childhood metaphor, hy stating thilt

blacks do not have inquiring minds, and will destroy what is given to them (by .\

responslble adult, by implication). They are pr-sentcd here itS being non-rarional, impulsive

and destructive, The [,\ct that black cultures may predispose them toward g1'OUpco-
oporation, rather than individualistic competitiveness is ignored. 011C(, ngain, blacks'

behaviour is heru measured 'lg,\inst the yardstick of W,'st('l'1l110rmS and values, and found
wanting.

The p.\l'tidp;\l1t in interview E (.tPPl'lll.1ix E) held ,\ similar view} but \I:,d different

terms to descrihe his view, As already mentioned in till' "problems with this research"

section, this participant went to greu 1'.11ns to present himself as being not prejudiced, In
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"hidden" messages to one-another is of relevance here. Only those (insiders) who knew the

coding at the time could have appreciated the full import of what he meant, and could have

t eally understood why it was important and logical that each nation had its own separate

country.

A bit further all in the interview (C), the same participant goes all to SilYthan

"M: Kyk, as die here UN een nnsie WOI1 gehad her sou hy net ,.'1\ mslc '.rmaal~ het;
l:la
M: NOll hoekom meet hulle uou onder mr\,u,lr g,I'Uluhbaster ... lUss('u wit en swart en.nl daai- dm !try jy

nou weer In under nasle .. ,So lIS swart en wit trou, {LUts!tep hy 'n ander nasle, 49
I:J,I.
M: Die selfdeus met Wit ell Indleer, of <?> ljMh .rou ...kyk 'Ihml van hulle 1><>1,,\1'(' is S\V,lTt. Party se hare

is redeilk lig V.1I1 k'CUf, 1\l,Iil1' sy hart' is nog swart,
I:J,I.
M: Dis l1ie 'n blank!'! llilSi{' nie,
I: Dink \I dis 'II score V.1l1 'n sonde us IllI.'l1S"VillI .('rsllill(llJ(i<> mS5('gmupl'. illllll'llg. S(X)S, treu, en.,
M: t1111 re trou?
I:Ja
M: lik dlnk so
I:Um ..
M: W,Ult ek meen, toe Adam 'n vrou gdtt'Y h~t. het hy nit' In ander IdcUl'vrou g~h'ld.1SW.lt hy W,IS nle, i\1l

dle here het sy ele ribbe-bcen gebmlk om vir hom In VI'Oll te maak, so, dit is di{' S(·U'de·jy kan 11\\"\1' St.\
die selfde kleir,

I: Mmtn.61
M: Uk meen, dis logies \ISjy dit ~ V.lt. Sy vrou \\~IS 'n ded V,UI hom, so sy mees die ,5elfd" kleur gewees he,
I: J'I. Ell 1:nou met mmse Witt nou klmr gem eng her, \\11t neu kleurllng ltind{lrs her- of WCi't jy V.Ul mense

\V,lt dit III gedoen het?
M: lik keunle ('('n VillI bulle p{'r~ooIlJjk ni('.lllilill' fit h('t IIIgesien, by winkr IS, en waar hulle in die Stl\\ilt

loop ...
II En ht)('liyk hulle? Gewoonnlik, gduldtig, of mesklen d,It daar probleme is? Met ,Iuder woorde ek Vl1I, 1:

nou \ISwit en swart trou, dim kan hull" t'ill~i1~gdllltlmg'W~{'s of nit'? Of dink jy lLI,U' g,I<II1 tMnetief
probleme wees laterusn ..me.l~jel\ met dle klnders ...?

M: Ek weet nle, dil~lris seker '\1 moontlikheld W.lt hulle gdukkiS 1~;11\wees, ~()()S ek se, ek ken die
nit'",pcl'socm1ik nit'. so ek sal nle l(,Ulsl" mitU' dit is ~kt'I'l\\OOnt1ik ... 75 ...maar kyk, nou g,llIll'n
(~hri5tell onder troll met 'n M05!em, of met 'n Hindu, een van d,tli .. .Nou ,tl\lr II{(,(II'vcr~kil soos tillS by
nag" (C).

Wh\\t is emphasised in the h,st section is the link betwc race \U1d religion,

Although it was not stared in precisely these terms, some of the other partlclpnnts stressed

;1 spirituill dimension to the Valk. God ordained the races and set them. in stone for ,,11
eternity. To mix the races is to tamper with Gods creation <Hut the natural world. Seen in

tonus of the Adorno and Horkheimer concept of repression, one could argue th'lt this

particular sin is one th'lt is to be avoided i\t .,n costs, TIl tiunpering with nature, and the

sacred, one stands in danger of deseroying oneself, Techn ically speaking, to .\UOW tho

irrationa! Id impulses (OUl' animal nature) to tilk" contrcl of the Ego is to open the

possibility for complete Ego disintegratiun (loss of sell), and a break with the established

reality principle (011(, that is linked with the economic base, and is what enables us to live ,I
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individuality, one's lonely prison (high up above the other inferior beings) as a bourgeois

type. One could also establish links between this and the issue of race as personalised and

taken as a part of ones individual identity (discussed earlier), Here, religion ca. I be seen as

playing" strong role in the dissemination of moral values, and injunctions to behave

oneself (and be normal). It could thus be strongly implicated ill the domination of self (as

Ego) over one's self (as the Id). This projection could also be directly related to prejudice,

where, for example, some of the participants expressed resentment over their perception of

blacks as being community orientated. In the section that follows ("Blacks as children"),

the first transcript sample outlines one of. the middle class participant's views that blacks

are racially determined children, and thnt even where they have attained ;'IllY achievements

it is not through their own effolts, but only with the help of a whole community of people

(teachers, parents, community, or through affirm\'ltivc action). One might regard this ,1S

being evidence of a lonely, competitive, bourgeois indiv i~duitlwho hates community

oriented blacks. The h,Hrc, • .ucnlarly iutel~st'as it concerns blacks' inability to be

"Godlike", or like the "One God" u projection of the white muster who holds dominion

over nature,

Also evident ill the transcript above, is the cmi.fhtioll of nation with race. This is

in nccordance with the HAT deflnition." Whi1t is suggested by the usage in the above

transcript is that each nation consists of individuals who are racially identical (and pure)

and who have similar interests, characteristics, and tritits. D.F. Malan, head of the

"gcsuiwcrd(( (purified) National Party, and first Nationalist prime minister in 1948, is

remembered for his Inmous dictum: "Bring together those who belong together by inner

c()nvictioll."~) This call now be understood ill a more sinister WIlY· and one that was

probably closer to his orlginal intention, .1S implying <111 organic unity of Volk th.\t included
not only language, religion and culture, but also race and cbaracter traits. Bourdieu's

concept of cultural capital and the subtle coding that enables members of" class to transmit

II Nasi~, ~~). 1. GI'IICPl'll!I\'!ing w.u tot dirwlfdl' St'1ilt bdlO(lrt, wat 'n politk·kl' l'ClIhdd YOI'm; dkc wdll-kcllriGc
wl:\,undillH mense \V.lt ondl'r dbdfd(' Jltllilit·kt· !llll,llli.~,l\il· M.Wn:Die Swilsem I/it!ic onWlIl gl'dvdl,·S ~',IIJ~lmkillt'IJt!(·
volk,'. R.I,! is 'II biu/ogh',(e l'l'Ilheid, ,(,,,Ik 'II kllllllltrdc eeabeid, 1/,1sir 'IIpa/ilh-k,' cmhrid, 2. ((kcrf.!) Gl'OUp IIH'I1I('of tli('1'(':
Ifm/(lIIelUc, di.l '1/ IIwl'likl'II.ISid .. ,(HA'I'. OIl"lIdo1' cr .d, p727) , It is a!lll illtl'l~\linl; to norc thilt t11i~defiuition sp('dli,'s
tholt "Rux is 'II hioluilit'sl' ecnheid", ,IS the ddillitinn 01 '.IS itself dm'\ not ~\prdfythis explicitly, ('lllphi\sbillg inMead
"'1Il1l' of thl' nllll\' wd.11 imp1il\ltiollS of the term ill Afdha.Ul'"

U Van SdlllUl'''' ,II 1\1I1h"I' \1<\\\' th,ll: "Thix dictum proved to he rctevant not IPIly in thl' pnlitk.t1 sphere but also ill
l'nJlloJllil' and l'ultul'ill.lffilirs and sl'cms to lnwe been the reason for the morally ,ltl'cngllll'niul: dfl,.t the Voonrekkor
Cl'ntcnill')' h'.\tivoll, with its symholic ux-wagou trek, h.ld UII the National Party" (Villi SdIOOl', ct ,1/,1976, pD~).
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9.3. Appendix C: Sample 'Iranscript of an Interview with Couple C
Interview with couple:
M: .. White, Afrill.'allS male, approx mid S5yC.U'S.Employed (g.1\'.lgcl1ll'l;ll;U\i~).
t:: ...WhIte. Afdkl;Ul~ male, 'lPl)l\)X mill 50,. louse" ife.
I: hd,l;II' 'n gro('p mense in SA {of ('lIig~plok ill d:., \\'{'rd,ij \Vat illll,'\'(\('lliit (Inan hotlrt?
M.Nel'".
I: Mens(.lwaannce julk'vo('1 juU(1kill i,kmifi!>l.'I'I'...U h AlJi!.'l'llI,",~pn'hmd? Vup!u ,sfJosllAfrillil;Uh'l' \\"It ill d,ui siu'n lid

van dle Afd!\u,llIst' nilsi" is ...
M: El~wrrlt SOl.11llnut b\\~lrtl'S.ld('mlillg~, ~ngd,!lnhrll\k:.,en ulks- tiit 1'1.\ II,:, ni(',1hu\ ek \1iuk nil' tilt is rt'g, lilt wit {'II

swart, ek Ui;'('ll ondl'l' mekuar troll en lil"; til1'('\"Ul ding nio- swart 111.1..,wit pa,$,ltSl.' klnders kry jy?..
I:Watter soort kindcrs dink jy s,ll jy kry?
M: NOll kyk, ,ISwit en S\\1Ut ll1cug.liUll,l'Y jy kl(\ttling klnders. Ek SIOIl \\;'ir m~i\ :!!''''t Ivit bly.swurte swart ...dis ho(·(·k

ditsiNl.
I: .Mm ..
M: NOli kyk, Wilt dir !IOU lliUlg,Wl,dle wir ll'.:n naalllJ('{11(1111.tllvelliwyn ill dill' lnnd, [58]
I: Isdsar dillgt' Ollltrcllt wit nWJI5!' Wilt undcrse ,IS~\\~\ltlU('Il'>t·h",hd,l.lt ~'It~(ll\ltH'1\t wit mense \V,1t hulk· ,md\·r9.' lll.l.lk?
M: Kyk.die swarte lwt sy kuhuur, ('II dit' blilllkl' lwt.\Y kultuur ..hulle dink nil' lIir' ~dtd(' nit'. I lu11l' 1\~+ook nle dit' ~dl~k'

nil..... <:?> lSays :,Qnwthins "bout int(·rmd,lllll.lrri.ll:lcs) HIW sulk(' huweliko ultwerk nle \W(·t ck nil'.
I: gil, ismes\<it'n dil' llll'i'\!l' V,U! jon vril'nd(' Afrik,tltl!i' ~prd,('nd.
M; N~(', ilk het I\llSc!\~ vrientll', ek het holtulli5e vriend<',l'k het Duirsl' vd,'ud\" illtllid.
I: En hoevocl jy omrrent ditlVt'I\Uld(lriug(' in dil' lmd- 'lot'! jy dis 'n gorit' ding.
M: WI'I Hit dink cli(' land (s.lk?]. Hy gaml af, \1111dOll' 5(1kunt ;If· kyl, h011 Iyl~dle srmre, kyk hoe lyk dil' glhlllt'. Dk'l.lI1t!

gmul d"fllt'tiC' Ilf. .
F:j'1Jl).Iilf nou meet jy dit so vat 1I~, liit :snnu tW)' dil' swartes Ol)l}~t'II\'I.·lI\ het d;lt dill g~bOIlt,gdyk hl't lIwt dill wit lIWW,t'

<:?>, Dle witu.' het lUI.'pldt opgep,ls. Dleswarte ht't gdwm CI1110\1isdit 'n g~lllorS. Kyk hot, lyk din\Uld,lg.
M: By so\ll11l'tsy \11m0[1 di('vlIilg(l('d drom stot.1ll ('1\ gooi hy dle p;'pief 1I('t (tkll' op d[('grond, lIil' ill dil' drom,
F: jol, ttlwaar jy dlmle Sit! doellllil'.J'I, d,,;u' is'n verskil, Kyk U{'t hoe Iyk dit hierso, dis ?blilddes, t!i~koddmnkblikkc, dit is

Labildoel~l'l dit is knrtou pakke, dit is you nuue it. Hnjy knn (~t.Il'~lw<1lln];\ilkmitlf hy g;liIlld,UlwIn d,I,lf gool,
I: Eu hoekom dink jull,>istlit 60(
P:Wd, Asjy !lOU vii' Illy vm hot')wllll'k dlnk ho.kom is dit SIl, g,);lll t'k vir jon n'guit It!dis 1l\or~i!\I)l'id, \'\Inl!t ek laat my nii'

vertel \~It 'n WitJlIl'lISSO ijllilll mors lIi(' soos swarte nie, 100
M:~t> "imerj(\'tioIlS"
P: Dis onmcoutilk, ji\ jy l~I'Yvan hulk', ma.l!' dis... J,I, presles dis die self~kt, die ~w,ntl'S IUld die wines 11\111('is wn lIit' sdfdt\ Ilk

ksn nou hie!' uitst.lp, ('It kan nou '11papler hit·!' buire or 'n blik hi~r uuil\'k,\llt !~.I:Ulgl)oi. f),1Il g.1>11ljy Oludmai (Ill 11.\ dis
die SW.\ll~Sw,lt 50 mors, rmnr ueu kiln di(' whtes (lnk I rullt' istitlJi(~tii(' 5('lldt'. till'il's die ,\('lt~i('.105 n.lilr "'.\S ('k ill dil'
h()$pit.1II1(lPS('ll(,('lII. Hl<1\('( tI15S(~l LWt'('51\"1111.'\ seW.lly't 111~lIitvii' Illy g~: "Hit IWI.I.llW,lt jy lWI.411, jy i11,t,MI W,lt ek
bNilil!", ..dt !'il'lllilts mil,ll. nil', (')\ IdOl'S gl'l~ nrc. G,~Ul kyk 1101.'lyk dle b.I(Ut'IIl\(ll' Wlt l'k IhO('Sgt'dc'd het, ('k mol'S dle
toill.'t g(\~,t'l hVI. 113 st- ~k !IOUvir jou ;Isjy '1I5\\',lIt(' is, jy's '!I S\V.lltr"lt, lI.m g.tall Ity Illy doodm.li\!<, Ek moes dit lIli\.lr
net ilolllI\t.II1 nns land f).liUl"fp(,Ntir. Ons Iwt nit' \\1(,(,1"11 land Wilt ordl'lulik ('1111 ljit'S is. Ons hf't nit' so ('its. M.w·
kyk hot' bly dil' S\Yilltl>S hirrbO. AI W,lt hler bngs Illy lily Iswit nunse. Vim hi~l\{i(lhuh".J hlerso IXl~om tot om die·
h()d~ is almil! swartes, It,liUlkyk,

M: Dit.' II11Wl' Suid Alri!,,\!
F~[a, 5;(,11.!
M: Mila,' wat ('k proh('{'l' om ult t(' vind is hodwlll VOl: jullr. is \,W,IIll'S 1Il('~im, ', ~W.U'lvolk, is hulle llilSit' I\Wt'!"

dil'!'(,? 12'
P: N(I(.'l'k 5.111,.' bulle b<'Sllwt 'n dlX'1Vkltlr? I Iulle lW>llll'l (.:?,;,
I: \'v\u is b\,Mlll'l'
F: Hulll" hot' killld, tum S(" hulle llh ",\II di" wit kant onk
M:J\jy kry with" 1l\lk,llI,l.It' ('1\ meen hidM) dil' u"gH' IIln(~ jv hoor p,lI1ylu'{'r.
Il:JIo I'Imlik j,l!
M: Dj~ tW('('\\IU hllll('W,lt Idillk illOI' Iii> 111'1\dowlI. 1llllh·Joop hi,'rl()I!II'f Illfli,I,Il' "II PI~I,!td,li) !dillk dit 11'>"fhullll ,tloll'

(~?~..
I: Is liit wit 111('11,>\'W.\.\l\\UI jy lH\I,\I?
F +M: Swant'..,!
I:M,\,Il'l~uk julll·,LIt hulll'M' !',t{illIl1 iI, hunl' tl.I',;I'. I,f \V,lt!- B9
M, lv1.III,d;. IIi! d,lt tiit i, hulll'lIa,it\.nml kyl\, i\~11\\111'~'lls ('Ink "uk, ('k diul\ di ..llUlIl'!.,duol. I lit j., hulll' ~l,Ul\Ll.\td ".Ill

IlI',I.I\ dilli, l'!1. t.:hu· hi('r bv ,W,\ltl'S hil'l' (IOIk.ult, ('(I hi('l~(Ibv wit !IIt'lISt" Iii, (\'11 huh{th('J' lin' ill a ,'>\'llIhkr,ldH\l
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4. Whilt are the communicative sources of such conversations; To which 1'('rS0118or
media do people refer when they .\CCO\Ult for their information or justify tlH~it'

opinions?
5. What .U·(' tit" real or possible (fIcas of p1'cjudiccd talk, and what strategies do

people follow in the pet'stl((St'VC1communicuion of their hdicfs, opinions, ilnd
feelings about members of othcr racinl groups,

6, Whitt arc the sodal contexts of such talle \V'hilt typl' of interacticn is involved,
who arc thl' parricipants, what ,u'c the social Iuncdous of prejudiced
conversations, ,U1dwhich relations of pow,>!' are .It stake or what role is pl.1Yl"1
by the elite and the media ill this kind of informul rcproduction of racism]

SOUl'Ct':\\U\ Dijk,199i', P ~S4.Although origill,\Uy Ilillwd~prl'itic,\lly lit ('x;uninilll;pnilkllll'llhl'1I0I\U%I, the
seiwmtltil'ltkm em neveniieless Ill' Ilpplird pnxllll'tivdy to 111\':,11phl'lIOIll('II.I.



9.3

9. Appendixes
9.1. Appendix A: Open-ended questions used as a guide in the interviews

The first Piu't of the interview is ge,ll'l'd at geuing the respondent/a to feel
comlortahle .uul ,It '>.1St', For this reason, ,\ "chatting" session m.lY be used to star; off, The
1'(,5(\\1'chl.'1'mil}' describe the uniwl'sity and rhe courses th,tt he attends, for example. It is
also expected that the conversation will drile cccasionclly, and th's should he .1UOWl,d ,\S i~
would enable the respondents to ft.'d more at case,

How Ions have you lived in this 'lre,\( Whitt is it like living ht.'rer Do yO\1 ever
h'\V1l any problems with thl~udghhours? Wh,\t .U'C the municipal services like ill this \It'l','?

Whnt is the crime rate like in this ,lreM?
Wh.lt are conditions like .\t work? Do you £inti th,lt yon gl't on well with your

colleagues! 1)0 any of ['emr colleagues live in the same .U'{'.t as you? Do you often gi't
together outside of working hours?

Wh,tt do you think "hout conditions ,n South Afric.l itt the moment? 1)0 you think
we are heading in the dght direction] Do you think things are h{'iM' now than they \W1'l'
befol't'? How do you it.~clabout your fmm'e in Somh Afde,,? '11)('I'('spmull'ms ,:.t,m pmb.lbly
mention problems like unemployment,. crim: and violence, '/t"'Y '(viii be l~sk('d i/tbcy could ebiu!..·
0/any sohlti,msJ or wbat tbey tbUltgbt 'ltm the muse oftbc prublems.

What was life like in the "old" South Mdca? Do you prcft'r things now, or were
they better "hun? Hl'W did you fed .lbout the former government) Whitt did you think of
,1Pitl'tbcidf W111\tdo you think .,bout Eugetle Tel'l'(·bl.ul<:hc?Why do you think the world
'W.\S .\s.\inst the South Afric,m govenunene before the ANC W.lS UUb,lIlllL'd?

In the course of tisl~illgthese questions of this secter of the popul.ttion, it call be
expected ..hat "r,td.tl issues" will arise, These will then b~ pursued. POl' esample, if the
respondent memiOllil one of tho conventional South Afric.m r"cbl categories like "Whitl'S,
Blacks, Coloureds 01' Indians", then they will be asked to explain thin id,'.\ fUl'tlH'l' and in
great detail, Other words or ide.is that will be pursued will include. ~~)!klnation, group,
Pt1()P1t.~(if they refer comitm()usly to "our people", or npl.loph~like us").

9.2. Appendix H: vnn nijlt's I.evcls of Discourse Ol'g:udsatilm

1. Wh.\t do thllY .\\~t\lidlys.ty? Wh.it _1t'(' the conteuts of such talk? This \\SPOl't 1:'.•\11 be
accounted for by means of .1 sem.mtk or topic.11.\U"lysis, This is concerned with
the bronder thematic material th,\! ('\11('1'g('8, It is thus more ,tt the macro level I)f
.\l\illysis.

2, llmv do the:\' talk abour "tlwm"? 'l'nis question requires furrlrer diseoursc analysis
of narrntlve and argumuntarive structures, Im~"lSl'lllillltic "moves," style, rhetoric,
and othl'f l'OllVl'l'S,l1iol1ol1 features of SPi)IlWll'O\l,S t.llk,

~, \'\1'11.\1,,\111.1 how does such talk ex} 1t',S1)1' slgu,d tlndt'rlying stnwtml'S and
su",wgll'll I)f pn'judkt, in Nod,\lwf\l1itiou? '!'his is concerned with the micru level
of uualvsis, where uueution is p,ud pl'im.\l'iiy to str.\t~'git'{(',\HUl'S o£ t.tlk, Mll~h ,\S
semantie mows of positive sdf.pt'(lsl'1lt,ttiou and llcg.ltiv(~ nth~·l'·pl'('Sl'l1t.iti\l1\, as
well as stylistic, rhetorical, and I'OHVl'L'S,\tlon'l! properties (van DiJk. 19M?, P 3Hfl).
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Finally, Foucault, Adorno and Horkheimer's claim that the existing order CMl

only be subverted through the aesthetic realm WiIS also discussed in this report, As far .\S

the possibilities for resistnucc go then, one might conclude by retumlng to Poucault's

prescription that we should refuse what we are, and that we should refuse the kind of

imlividttltlisllt1()u th.lt is presently the norm. Putting this is terms that are more directly

relevant to this study, we should begin to refuse what we are mdally, auempt te reclaim

the uspects of ourselves th.\t are split-off and projected onto members of perceived other

racial groups. South Afrie.\ at the present time presents unique opportunities for nlternative

conccptualisatlons of identity, unique avenues for (IXl'l·(.lssing the hitherto unexpressed, ami

unlque means of (IXl'<ll'il'ucing th.lt which has for so long been denied, These options are

fr.1ugh" with dangers ,It all levels (for \'X,llllpk', the psychic, social, material and economic

levels), The f~lt\ln)cannot even be im.\gined. Hut if it is to be radically diffet{'ut 10 the
present, it will have to be botl; qU.U11itiltivcly fwd qu.llit.ttivcly diff('r('ut to everything th,\t

is now f.uuili.U'. Hence the Impurtanc« of creative new lwgiullings. peeks through the
eracks, nnd perhaps y~'tanother gt'(1.\t11.',11' of faith into the abyss.
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"damned" (by God) are impoverished tiu'o\\gh various mechanisms of exclusion, separation

.111d division (from the L,1itg(n1 so that they bCC01111~ literally "damned". Their subsequent

impoverished state then becomes justification for hating them even more • as their st,tte

confirms what W,tS believed about them origin.llly. This loathing (\\1\ also be StMl.\S a dread

of the negative aspl'cts of the self (th,\t ,\1'C projected onto members of perceived inferior

groups). It serves as evidence of what happens to those who have not mastered themselves,

their nature, have not individuated sufficiently, nor ,\mined sufficient Ego integration,

Members of perceived inferior racial groups thus S~'l'W as .\ reminder of the parts (1£the self

th.lt are denied to oneself, and similarly its reminders of the denied. whole self. !jome

examples provided included a participant'« view that blacks wen' unable to stand 011 their

own fect, and could achieve nothing without bell' from others. Many other examples WC1'C

provided where participants described blacks .\S being childlike, or backward. The

childlike comments are p.u,ticuhlrly revealing, given Poucnult's Vll1W thi\t in Modernity the

child is more lndividnnted than the ,\d\llt.

Economic f,lCt01'S \VC1'Calso examined. P,u,ticu};u'l},the role of the successful
\'<Iest('1'11economic model, which W"'5 shown to be taken i'm' granted by most of thl.!

participants as being the only Vi,ly to progress. This was done in such ,t way that suggested

that bourgeois l11stl'UmCllt,dism, rariennlity, individUillity and competitivent'ss were

eimelcss, imrwuable and universal- those who did 110t bl'.lr these qualities were deviant,

defective, backward or otherwise guilty, The p,trtidp.ults' fl'equ~\nt injunctions

(intul'pdhttiOllS) for blacks to "take responsibility its WI.'did", "build themselves up as we

did", ,md to "stand 1)11 their own K·(\tand stop blaming orhers for their sltuation" provided

some evldencc of' this phenomena, These injunctions were often coupled with sraterncuts
to the effect th.\t bl.\cks '\\'1.'1'0incapuble of ittl.lining "our high standards" .myw.\y.

The new politienl arrl\ugt'1U('uts in South Afdel\ were ex,ullined .:ritic.tlly, where it
was shown imcrali« th,\t till' "N cw South Africn" can also he shown to be bringing .\bout

lWW forms of raeism, As demncratie fn'l'doms .\1'(' tempered with self-diseipline and

l'l'.'iPOllSibility. this W,lS shown to have the pnwmi,\l fill' cl1.\blillg new opportunities for the

exercise of (f.wL,l) power ill .\i'l',\S th,1t \W1\' not prcvieusly l't'g,\t't.bl .1S lwin~~It'gitim,ltl''

partly dne to the Iailed hqwmtltly of thl' .'p,mhdd state, Some examples ioeluded till'

l('gitim,nioll of l'.wl,!1Cdh'l'i., fo1' sl'l'ldng l'mplnynw1lt, htlldiur! positiou» of .mthot'itYI und
mi\l'l'i.lgt~.
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in which they can be seen as being subjected to various external forms of control and

dependence, ,1S well as to their own identities and self-knowledge's.

Importantly, this study 11<15shown th,lt racial idcmific,ltil)!l is supported by (and

supports) a number of institutions. Firstly. it h'1S shown the role of the f,uuily and

socialisation in producing .\ personalised racial consciousness and identity. The cxistitl{;

"culture of race" is perpetuated ill the symbols that individuals lnternalise as they partake

ill rhem (further disseminating them). Examples provided included one participant's

statement that the death of the (t}J,m/wid state has left her with nothing for herself,

Another !JlU'tieip,Ult refers to her situation prior to the rise t,r apartheid ideology as being

one where she didn't know whitt she was, It WM;also pointed out th,lt these examples of

this dimension of racial identification could be regarded as extreme CIlSCS. 'I'ht'y
demonstrate th.,! rather than heing about abstract groups, ones' race is it personalised

matter, and one tlnu has gl'<..·,ttemotional signii1{\Ul{,(, for individuals.

This study hits ulso shown that this personalised und indlvidualised notion of race

call be associated with a projection of idealised aspects of oneself ..tlw Super Ego ill

p'll'ticuhl1' .. onto an Image of "Ono God", A God tlli\t is punitive, jealous nnd calls on his

chosen people to destroy the he,\thcns and barbarians, The negative aspects of t1H~self, on
the other hand, are repressed and projected onto blacks, This includes f,l1lt,vilcs of blacks as

dangerous, threatening, st.'x\l,\lly promiscuous, lazy, childlike, dependant, unable to stand

on their feet llke responsihle adults, and infc1'iol'. This is in contrast to the im.lge of self as

One (jod, ., master wno hns dominion over nature, which exacerbates the anger and

vengefulness fdt towards blacks- on whom .111 the prcvlously mentioned negative aspects

of the sel] arc projected. The guilt th,it arises from the surfacing of threatening material

WM also discussed in relation to Issues of social control by the self. normalisation and the

functioning' of disciplillitl'Y regimes through the production of docile bodies. The matter of
the p.u'tidp,Ults' eonflation uf race with culture and nation, and racial properties with

character traits W.1S also examined. This W,\S also related to th{'il' notions llf racially

dotermined ch,\r,\Ctl'1' .md lwltwio\U' u\\its, and linked in tum with notions of a d1O.~l'1l

Racism itsdf, us ,Ul institution W.IS also t'x,nuilll'd. It \....,IS shown thilt structuralised
racism hill: important effects, wherrby those members uf other' mces who are deemed to be
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7. Conclusion

The model adopted as a framework for this research project hits been based all

Foucault's ideas about the functioning' of disciplinary power in modern societies, as well as

Adorno and Horklieimer's ideas on the socio-cultural and psychic dimensions of prejudice

and racism, The mair; thrust of the data analysis has therefore been to attempt to establish

whether the dynamics they describe 111 their work can be found to be operating ill the

interviews that were conducted. The emphasis of this study has been a critical evaluation. of

some of the popular views all "liberation" I "race", "racial identity" and "development",

It is important to note that even based all the matenal presente,' ill the transcript

samples, this study is not ill any Wily it final and comprehensive reading of the data, Wh"t

has been attempted has not been intended to be either HUitl, nor generalisuble, A study such

,1Sthis will inevitably attempt to condense ,Hld SUl1l111,U'iscsome of the main themes that

emerged from the interviews, Thus, it must be realised that any of the Ideas n-'lected are

based 011what ,\1'C already gross gencritlis,'tions • taking the words of one participant, and

using them .•is examples thilt best represent whitt all nineteen people said during the course

of the interviews. No doubt, C'Vl.'l1 if the partlcipnnt whose talk was analysed to illustrate

idea were to read tho report, they would immediately h..!anxious to diu'ify what they really

meant in the originul interview. Even tbough il standard disclaimer was issued to the cffect

that this project is not attelllpting to generalise to the population i\t large, the implication

remains that this is typical of racist talk in South Afrieit today, This is, of C()'I.lt'SC, entirely

without any scientific basis when viewed in terms of the old research paradigms, and not

the object of the present study.

The main contribution of this study is possibly that it hits demonstmtcd that even

when non-racist and enlightened people discuss members of other racial groups, they may

be uslng the very str,\tllgil~sand techniques identified and explored in this project. which

have the cffl!t~ttl£perpetuating structurnl mcial inequality. Phenomena surrounding the

stunts of the researcher as bc.'iug neutral was also examined wry closely in this study.

This study has also attempted to reveal some of tlH~contradicelous between the
~ll1'f,Wl' explanations of tlll! participants, and tll(' l'<.'.llityof their effm:ts and functions. This

is so not only ill terms llf t he negative COllSeqUl'l1CI!S for those perceived 11S outgroups, but

f01' the participants themselves ,\S subjects. This study has demonstrated some of the ways
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the struggle is over, because us soon as one situation of dominance is overcome, the new

arrangements take shape and it becomes apparent that they bring with them new relations

of dominance and control. New subject positions and new modes of subjectivity bring with

them new modes of subjugation, Along these lines, 011emight ask what the cost is of being

a regular guy? ~h"t is it that has had to be repressed, or sacrificed in order to function

productively in the modern world? Has buying into the system "11dplaying by the rules

made us any freer than we were before? Lastly, what are the consequences of this 011 those
th,,\t surround us who m,ty not be in such it favourable po, ~ioll, and what are the

consequences for the rest of the environments
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IMF guideline in countries like South Africa, the researcher is not suggesting that there

are any other known alternatives, Indeed. there does not seem to be any other W.lY of

"getting the COU11trygoing" other than the conservative route currently bdng pursued by

the government and Reserve Bank. the Macroeconomic Stmtl?gy Ie Crowd;, Employment
and Redistribution (GEAR) model. As far as we know, these policies have been shown

repeatedly in almost ,,11 contexts around the world to be ones that work j'll,lt is, "put

1110neyin the pocket". It is hoped that South Africa will lead a new <c. .lm~ .ce' that will

enable Africa to take" great leap forward in development. In spite of tn~:. 1'\..1:' ...rt being

critical of these kinds of values and arguments, there does not seem.to be any better Wily

that African people will be able to create a better quality of'life for themselves, Perhaps

more importantly, economic pr')gress in Afdc,l will go a long way to dispelling the current

discursi ve climate where Africa and Africans arc regarded as being "backward" and

"useless". Most likely, a strong economy in this country and rapid growth of a black

middle class will make the "Afric.Ul" subject position more attractive to those who

currently imbue it with negative stereotypes, and go it long W,ly to moving away from
r,\cial compartmeutalisation,

In criticising the current explosion of talk about nice and racial identity, the
researcher is not suggesting that there could have been any alternative routes to

"liberating" South Aft'lea. The black consciousness movement in South Africa certainly put

"black" issues 011 the agenda, so much so thi\t this country W,\S able to achieve its miracle

erausfcrmnricn, and there can !lOW btl little doubt that we live iUI\ f.il' more open society

than ever before. Slmilarly, one could ilrguc that the appropriaticn of racial categorisatlcn

systems lias led to a relnrlvely favourable shift \\W,lY from negative stereotypiug .By means

of this appropriation, terms Qabd!;) thu -ere previously held to be pejorative are USlKl to

raise consciousness and mobilise those who are dis,ldv.lllt'1g(.!([ by tho negative stereotypes

that are held of their group. Thus, there is it "new black". One who is presented as being

different to .,11 the stereotypes discussed in this p.lper • a regular bUy who happens to be
black,

I'oucnulr is not sllgg,'sting that rhere can he 110relatively favourable vantage points

or s~1'i\tegicpositions. It is rather thilt every relation, nV"l, liberation movement, contains

within it the seeds of nnother form of domination. All relations have power dimensions ttl

them • th'\1 is, they ,\11have ,I political dimension, 011C C,Ulnever sit back and assume thnt
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9.6. Appendix P: Coding of the Transcripts of the Recorded Interviews
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1 M: YOlll\\II't trust them, Ikmt1t' I C;Ul tl1l~t ,\ whiw per,i,lII, I "ill ,,1"'.IYS t 1lI',r .1whitt' llL'I'\I)Jl, lmt not iIbl.il,k.l don't tlll~t.1 h1.1\'I"
2 [t,llll' f.ldl'S out]
3 [12~]
4 I:Youdri{'uds?
~ M: English, Afrik,IiUlS mid PtlltllilUCS.
6 I:Who wDuld you s.ty y01l1' forl'i,ltlwls at('?
7 M:Sl'(lttish•.T~wi~I,Dutdi, ..
8 I: 1)0 you stlll S~ yOul' idl'lltity, youl'S('lf, th.lt w.\Y. 01' is it dift'l'fl'llt IIIlW?
9 M: NO), lilt' I iuu It b(l{'r. II plat Afl'ik;U1{'I~

10 I: So you wouldn't thillk of going to liw ill Ellghllld ('I' "oml'thing if thin?" f;m Imlly h.t,llltH·?
11 M: I've b(,{,tloffl'fl\1 plnces ill Auslmib .Uldull, that. But I \Vol, bemhere, und I'll ~t,,}'IIl'l(>'
12 I:J.\ \'\Ihilt happens ifthint;s gc·tl('.llly h.ld thml~',h?
13 M: I'Vt' got l'ids ...l will ~\{'tmy SOliS [(,IPt! t:l\b out}
14 J: Do you think there would ('WI' hI' \I dva \WI' 01'~mm1hillgl
15 M: If there is, whit(' 1'('(11'1(, will Ill' oruuy ,id,·. [tapt' Illd,'snut]
16 [1401
17 I~Dt) people t'\!(II' {,Ilk .Ibout that smt of thing?
18 M:[mpr J~d~out]
19 I:J.Ul v;ull{iebrclo;, Grl\\t Tn·k l'!('.?
20 M: Yes it's .\11p.ut of OUI'hi&tol'y.llut (1\'('rylltingthat h'lpp'~l~is htmlfY. It illl becemes himll'y.l Ibtur;: hill tlit' 1Il.lkinr;. I~wll
21 what \W \1ft' doing and (,uking ,Ihout now,
22 [t.l!lef,ldrsom]
23 h Do you ihlnk t1WIt' is \I !;l'lIt'tk' dlfftr{'lIcl' btlW('('ll bl.l~ks\\11\\ Wh;!l'~i\ Fol' (')i,\I111'h·,wlrh illtdlif~(~I"('?
24 M: Nobody, itllil't-, l?j Uo,i made us ,\11.PI'opl!.' were ereued with \1SOll!,so w(' mmt .U'lX·pt th.lt ... ht' rrmt('\{l".'I·I'ytliilltj, Ill' I.'I'('.II(\{
25 us ...
26 1:[lilt now lilt' you talking st'riouYy? I llW.UI, when 'i\(' starred out you s,lkl you luted blaeks, ;\IIdwero il mdst? \X!h.lt lIhl)\lt your
27 friends then, would they Ilgr~ with Wh.lt you just ~Iid? I 1l\{'.UI. do you think W(,lTIl' eqUiu tlwllr
28 [1uJ]
29 M: I, C\lII't l{('('(l\.'Olllp'\fly with thelll b(\~lUS" of the Wily Ibt'Y behave, I willltt'('p "Ol1lp.UlY with .m),o/J(', ;jill' whlte pt'opl(', und
30 nltlny bJ.wkpeople, but don't il~\ IlWto go and st,lY in th~ir house with them, and don't \\~kthem to come and st,ly hell' ill1llY
31 hocse,
32 I: But Il(}W is this b(\"llI~' of l'\lhul'.\\ din~rt'llct'S,or ,11'(" tlwrt' ~',elletkdiffen'IlI'csr
33 M: No, th!'? bdit'vl' in wh,lt t/I('Y ut'Iit'\X',.uld \w lll'li('\(' ill wh.lt 'Zit' he·!it'\'(',
34 1:What .1hout ",,[tapt' 1,lllt'SOllt]
35 M: Its like the dilfert'lIct' bt'\w(,{,11 IIpit hull. nnd \I p.W(,Il1l'llt ~\('dal.
36 1:So you think th,lt p{'()pl~.m'like th.lt .ISwell? Tilt' dilfeH'1lt 1\\('!'Sr
37 Md.I...
38 1:And is Ihi~Whilt U lot of til!' Pl'llplt, you know think ,t~well]
39 M:Ja,
40 I: So do YO\llhillk th,lt ('\'~n if ~\,t'I)'budy went to till' ,o,,1l\U' lldIO(jI~, ,1I\d had tilt' s.lllW ('ppm1Uuiti('s and ('wl'Ylhing, Ih:lt Ih(l,l'
41 would still be big dif[t'l'~nt\'s [wt\\,('('11 m?
42 M:Ja, but thry milbllild 011 it.
43 [18(,]
44 M: tOIlI\,1 don't h'lt~lllll'Ill.1 don't h,lt(llillhildy,lik(l her, I dOll't h,\t\, IWI'[iudimt,,) young bbdt liir!w.u!dllg with some whirr
45 kids thmugh thl'!t.lrd,'n], Sh("s done Il\lthitl!l to 111('. 1.('.1\'(,111(> alOll(', au,lI'Il I<\IV,' you altlllt.'.You Sf(\Ufmllllll(" and [1,1[11'
4(, fild,\~out J
·17 1:\'\I1t.lt ,Ihollt t11l'Volk? [1.11'\' f,llk's our]
48 M: I belkve WI"V\' nwer !.ad u \'olk. [tapt' f.\d\, Oil!}
49 BaH'lId Strijdolll \hOllld It,WI'[1(\'11hung, hi! t\b~tnlltin!: jU'.rkt', going ag,limt rill' l.tw. Th.l!'.; ntl" thhl!:' Wt' I\llY' to ,Ill nb!')' tilt' Jaw
50 "Ih,lt'~ Wh,lt ii's IlwH' ffll'. Tod.I,I'.lhry dplI't l"ln" )Ir.t r,n ,1g,U",t tlw I.IW, Ibl,Ii,'W th.lt m~l\(l!I".iY1.uli k·b "hOllh; luve lwt'll
51 !JlIllhlwd hy deuh, ft\~n,\lIrm "hi, \\"1\ illlllld i~ililtyhy till' 1'(lllnlll,Ul'flll Srry, (Pili ... ,if you killed whitt's, til' bbd~t.. it ~\(luhl
52 bl' pUI:bh;tbll' by dmth. TIIl'H'\ ollly !IIll' \V.I}'.
53 (tlPI'.t.td\'.~\llItl
54, [2l61
55 1I~tl(1of illtl'IVi('w, 2,'C)
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9.5. Appendix E: SampleTranscript of an Intervlew with man E

Interview with mam Ag!! ... I\Pl1l'01(, 35

M: ... M.lll,Il1<l1'rieti, with children. Lives in "UllPOVt.'I'ished circurustanres". OC('llp.ltion· S('t'urity work,
B~lbre the interview snrred, tll" itItl.'rvil!W(l(1told me tlul he \\~tSthe rjght 11('1':>011 to t.llk to about me,,· nnd rhut he knew

(,¥(,I'ything th'lt there was to know. Atm. that Itt' \Y,lS (lmdst.l Ie lud b('('cIlllllggrd 7 ti1l1L'S. S,lid that h(l'd hated blacks
slnce 11('W,\S 7 years old. Jmplil't.i tlmt he'd had 1>()I\U'kind of bad ('XPl'ri(,lIl'(' (IWIl, but didn't ('\,Ibomtl.' and looi,('d
tlll('omfol'table wlwl1.wuxl, H(' asked me if 1Wl\5F:ngli~1, to whit-h I l'('plird yes, I Ie then said tlMt he was half Hngli1.h
so W(' should ~p(\\k in English, which 1ngmxi to.

Un['OIi\lt\.ltrly, the 1.lpe W.IS \,(,I'y poor quality, and mose or the Ill.ltl'rj,t1 is (·olllplt·tdy illilUdibll'. 1'.\111)'bemuse \W were
silting (\llt&iciein til(' wind, whh ll\'ighuours revvillg tlwil' cars, ki.{spbyiufl ~'rkkl't. etc.l I" told me II(' "~I~ 1(.';IChillghis
old('5t son to p],IYlirk('t so II(' I'ould get 011 the school renn.und ultilll.ltdy ~~etsomewhere ill Hh'.Mentioued lhilt he'd
never hnd the opportunity, \'ViIS drinking 0('('1' wbile we w~r(' talking,

(:>Ilet' permission !l.KIbeen obt.liul'llllnd the (apt' 1'{'t'Ord('r~wjt(;1i'dOU, II(' tolled down the overtly mdst t;ul~.The
interviewer l.ltl'r confronted him IIbollt this fan.

M: Whitt' people haVt'!x-{,ll for('('<1out of tht'ir jobs. Tht'y'v(' hWOlll(, vktilllS' you I.hOllldh.we 5('('11them the other night lnthe
S()UP kitchens 011TV. These pcople ill this 111'(';1 ha\'t!ali£I\}~~uff('Il'(I. 'I11t'y'VI' alw.1Y.s b('l'1l undermined,

b Like 110',(' of tho ll('opldu !l0WCt' now ft'.uiy crrc l'ith\il?
Md,1, ihe g(wel1llllrnt do~n't eilrt'",~pl'dally "hollt till' whit~s.'l'lwy ~hOltldhl there to help,They should 1'0(('(1(l('()ple to Mudy

until tlwy ilre 18. All tllC'y art' doing !lOW is l~lrjllg "bOUl bl"rk people'. They an' lIot concerned ...thcy don't ~~\l'(',lbom \IS.

I: Su its lumosf llke h,wing mdsm 1I0IY, but this rilll('wilh btldts doing it to whites?
M:Mmm
[!.lll('J:ldes out)
I:1)0 you thillk blacks ;11'1'born difft·ft'ilt. [·16]DIl you think it's st)tllt.'thing ill,bll\1?
M: I dmi't believe tll,lt they ar~ inf('rillr. 1'h<,), em be l\l1MI,bur, thl'y mmt 1('.U'l1 to \lc(('pr (?]Wh.lt t!U'Y'Vl' been t;lught,I.\li\yb(l it

comes trom feding inferior. But its not. We'v~ been t.tught. th,)'lllust be tilught. So its fortlx'm to 1'C'.lli5{'.
[1.lp~f.\des out) .
And what w(' know, tlll'Y IUlo",.
h So its llke they just haven'r 11IId til(' OPPOll1111iti('s, Do you thinlt that if 11I!'y .11IId11Il' same oppmt\lllitil'S \~s\IS th'lt there would b~

very little diff(.'l'l'lwt·? Or would there brill be lii.l\ some diff{'f'('llrer
M: ... Ie;;\!! !h~y mpl'? ...(58J They mmt m'!~themselves if tlll'Y I~\!lcope, Ildol't" thry m,'1115e us ... th"y must ll~ thl'll1sdvrs jf tlwy ntU

copt'.
II Cope? In whae \\',IY do you 11)(.';Ul copt',lilt(, witi! what Wit uf Murff
M: Tfthey em bring t1wlllS<'!VtSto tht· ~t,UI\lH\tq whel'l' we art'.
l:jil"
11'1:\Vhat WI:' do ... cunhey do? 111\(\111.em tl\,'Y bring rhemselves \lp to our MiU:dimls? From th(ll\!ucatkm 5)'~t('m (t.lpt· [,I(i('S O\lq,

Dring them lip to wh('re we nrC',dlln'c drop the' whill' t'dllmtitlll.13ring lh~ blnek childrrn Iql to the whlte l'lilll\lliou.1'ht' \VI\Yt
feel, ht'y, my sti\l1d.lrd8 is theil' st'\Ild.ml6, you S('('rNow th,lt's not righr.l,('t him go and write the SIIlW cdm',ltioll,IS I wrote,
l\lldgi'r the &\I11e marks \IS I got. then h~ will be equill. I It' l\l\l\t f.)l\("~hU. If lie becomes (\111011,it musr w()lkl\-lI}i ways.

I:Why do you think th.u Ih~v lklll't?
[t.I!lt' li1<lt'som]
M: I'll rell you why. The dmth !lell.tIty. you t.h'lht' d(~lth penalty uway ilnd look whilt you ger, Some women Oil TV the 011\(11'

lljl~ht ,lid. but j.I, think (Ibour (hi' pl'Opll' ... think l\bolJt nt. B\lt yU\lll1l1St think (IIII.' thing: An ('ye fot' 1111<'~'(\You kill
~om('b(\dy, you must gi't Itilbl.lf you'\,\, done ~llIwthillr,. ,\Ill! you'w I\i!((,,{WI1ll'lll1t', you i1Jll g~(ting ()ffll:~"(lyjust by goitlg
to j,\iI. nm if you've ~lllr s()llll'bndy ... tlt.lt'S Ihl' W,I\' Ih" t\lllilihl huu of I.I\\' WOIks.

l:Ju
M: St'mcimd) shoots you. (t.lp,'I:ldi'S ou! 1~",llllc{)i'dy ~hl)ots yOlll' IlI'igltb(\ut'. [t,lpr tlld{'s out]
r(JO~
;: What ilh·' ,.It tht' ntlll'l' pI'oplr around 1Il'H'?no ynu think t1wn' (lit" il1m lIf"mt'bt~" around here .
M: TIlt' (I('opl(' around lWlt'. t1H'Ymll't do i1l1yrhilJg.
[t;llw f.ldl's \lUl]
M; P(\opll' iLll'Pll(lplt .. If ynu d\'II'\ lllldi'lM.mll ,lIlllth~1'(ll'r~I111,..:;(l\l W.lIIt til ... 1Ilt!th,lf prl~11l do~)n't W,Ult to ['(IIIit' 011111Ih(' '>.lIm'

r,rolltlll. ..
l:Un you hi:\'(' a lot of PWltll'llll in t!ll' ilIf\l?
[hlp(, t~ld('sour]
1: \Xlh.1tIIh\lnt Ihll\l' Irif'nd\ of YI)\lI, who \\011\ ill till' M\'Urity blhilll~' yon mcnl:lil1{'li'
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110 G: G~{'lis seker maar kll'IUlillH, of ~,'>Ollwthil1g" ~kw~t ni~."So 1I0U, hulll''!k''d.1ar isHiI'werk vir julll' 11[('''. Toe '!k hulle,
111 nee ons sal maar "paint". H< <?::> ::>
112 I: En hlerdle, buurr, dit W,\S tot nil' lnnk gelede ,\Imalwit mense wat hirr gl'li'W(' hct?
113 F+G:Ja...
114 I:Ellhol'vo~lj\lI1(.'s(lIlO\1".
115 F: Kyl(, bler's nie swartes \Vat hler bly nil'.
116 G:] hirri51
117 r 1; NN dlill', in net d,lO\i cen huis[indic;\t('S \1 llc,uby hO\1s('].
118 fl: Dis lll'tkll'llriillg,·, mnar soos ek 51', cit hre nle 'n probleem "let '111d<'luling lIi~.lInlle b.)r weer, ...
119 G:N('tjit~enwnsr!
120 Il: Nnjit's, en ...
121 G: ~f)OIl'tWOl'l'y".Jy Ita!! by hulle hub ('('tl/i: hulle bord(luit. '1\'t' drink. dis bai" llNjk·s.l)k' wat hi~r by ousbly is heel
122 t1I:tdie~M.I<1r d~W.IS n·,,);ui!' by hulle llliMr my (,(,II kind !j,\;\I1 by dle een huis hler oorkant,
123 F:J.l, I'll hy kom hlerna onshulsroe oek,
124 G:lIy'snetji('s ...
125 Il: Nt't .IOOSek ook, ek her 'II vriendln, Allison, sy't sum nwt my g('wl'rk toe ~k in JU\liUllll'SbUl'g \VOI5.Tot' W,\S sy in
126 [;lorickl gewees, flit het dl~('oggcnd 11,\ hur huh tot' r,(1;,1;l1l 1.'1\ ons het Sol.UlIIll('t h.w' w(lrk toe gt·ry, \VO\l\I' ons het III
127 rwee in Plorid.1 8(·1>ly. 79
128 G; Net'. WI'I, hllllr's ...
129 Il: En lllt't my r.1 ~ dood \VOIS5J ouk by my pa 5(' bl'gmfnis gt'W(,(,S .tllt'S.Jy Weet, olls!ld mek,l<Ir nou en d,ul ell hoor hot'
130 ga.Ul dirt en ~tll~t' g(l('d. jy wet't ....
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52 P: ...\VIat is dif.'Vl'l'shil ma?
53 M: Die een is 'n bob('j.l'UlI'IHli('c(,lliswit! <~<l.I\l~\ht~r>::>
54 I:OH~(Ltll''t! veJ'~kil?
55 M:J,\, wel hulll'w hulle is < <I:;:';' want hulk' hetnlc'u kwoimjit'l1ie ...dis war hulk'.)('.18
56 G:Maar die swarte, ~yvd is m,MI' net swart, ('11 OIlS'Il is wit.
57 M: Ell hulle't bietjie ltOp ('11 is 'bil'tjie in di(' donl\t'l'.
58 G: N('(!Jll(U1, ... daar'sule ..
59 M: D,lilI"S \V,lt ~im i~,maar hOI"t hullt: ~il1l gQlVorJ, wie'e hulk' sllm gt'lll.Llk. die wiuos hl't hulle slim gem'1.lk.
60 G: Jil, mil.H', hOUllO\1 op· daar is slim- da,I('s bilk' ~imllws van hulk .. Is mos dk' IIW('S((, V.Ul, dit' wu 1I0Sso dle 011lew!' ~('
61 kant Hllg lIog.
62 M: Ifulle Wdie swart ...
63 G: M.1.Il' nit' ill v<Uld.lg s(' tyd nle- d<lilrSbaie van hnlll' Wilt...
64 M: Bulle wmos, rue swartes was mos (.'j;l'st('hlerso ()p dilluarde ...en Wlt)I' ons, Dis wut hulle.;
65 (,: Adun I'll Eva WlIS dil' eerste op di~ .Iilrde!
66 M: 101masr hulle S(', jilll1.tar ontheu hllll~'s...maiU' hulll'!>t·diL'swute W.ISVo{lI' ons, D,tli tyd Ill't bulle 'n spl·d gl~~('{'vir sewe
67 keele, of wat, of den lml'it.', 1,lt hy h()tnsdf ll(,~ in dle spi('{'}kan ~i(,IlI~Ul is sy "huppy".D,Ul gt'l' by jou tim koele • vir 'n
68 spirell
69 (I: <laughs>
70 I: I~1lhoekom, ek dink jy't gew hull!' W.IS dOll1,d drs ....?
71 M: Ja hulle's dom, hllll('\ plat koppe jour,.
72 <h 'htl'rlUI.! cKdam,llil;!lS;;;'
73 M: A, 'is bulle slim ja. Miliu' !lil' 111miUtlll'.
74 <1: n.u~van hullt',lllft1&t{' van hulle i,Nilll, f~llhull!' is, hull,"'" "snart", l'll hul\("s skoon mense, dis skoon in h\1II\"5", lIl'tjil'S,
75 ek Solibilit' V,UI die swart 111l'1ISl'se hulse ing-Mll ('II ('k sal ,hit 'nlwppit' ree drink. \VInm daars "smartes' '1Ul hulle neu,
76 en S<'lfsdie klanliuge- ahniU d.lili. Hulle's "Sllhltt", hull("s I\Njil'S ill hulle huis~. Mil.lt·IlClllni" 5()OShit'rdi(' \V'lt jy luy,
77 walSHip, en "wol'li' nil' 001' hllll~ S('}fnle, Jy weet, ,~U\d.I.1iswanes, en d.lilf'S bili\'witt~s,witt~s is oak liit' ~dfd{..Jy kry,
78 jy kJ ...alty(~ jy kl'y goele S'Y~lIt 1ll(,US(', jy )try got'i" wit mense, jy kry sll~1t~S,en jy kty ....ons alnul is nle eeners lIid
79 I: Mm. En ~ lion, d.l<\ris sekere v(.)t'~kill(',l!Il'5ki~1l is luLlIl' dmllll1l'I'l)f "~IH)()Jf,U, is dlr omdat bulle so g('\)OI'l' is, of ... [M
80 laughs \l\ldiblyJ ... is dit omd.lt hulle nil',ll\~kien by die srlfde skole us ons WllS,en nit' di(' wl!'d/.'gel(.'j;nt('(.xiegt'll.ld hl't,
81 (III so ,1<111... 39
82 v: JiI,... Nee, dit is dl'fneli('f hoot. S()(jS ek se, hulll' word mos hre!tL'tl)'I'u anderse ,IS ons gmotgl'tll<liUt en ... kyk. v~U1d.lghet
83 dit hdt~m.'iU bl'gill wl\\lldl'r. Kyk hulle is in di 11'..1"skole as ons !lOU, maar die st.lIldl'lrd~ en geed het l',\ie gfttl'U,
84 teen \iiI' tyd toe fillS in die skeel W1S. Elt meen. '.It uou d<, roe cit 01' skool \WS.Di\;tl' W,L~hot1r gmad, en stall(Ll<ll'd
85 gmild, ('11 hlt:r gnwd, {,lllll d.l,;l goed, en. U weer, dit ht't hl'ltl'lll\\ill wmlld~l'l('11. meeu, toe l'l, op skool was, jy tlIlX't, jy
86 wcet IIIWet.' lou ro,k' .~iMg, v,md'IS ls dit nit' et'I'SlIlet'I' 'n Vt'l'l.'iskl' nil' hoor, Asjy eeu V.U1jOlt I"ll' drulp dm knn jy maar
87 te minst('. jy wret, jy knn ... 'il die 5t,\mtlard,' het heltl'm.li\! H(\iitll.
88 M: Built-'t lIit flIilklikel' gcma"l;. vir hulle,
89 P: Dle M<lfld.mnlc het bide gcd.lal. 48
90 I: Hu, wat, hoe dink jy g.I,Ul dit W('(IS ill so vyftig/v('('11ig ji1.1r S(' tyd?
91 P: ()1\S hoop dit g.liUl berer g,I.U1.
92 M: I),1Il ls daar nie llll'l'l' wit mense lIid D.1l1 ls dit lIct S'M\tl!
93 P: OIlS hoop tlit gmUl bN~I"want niks lwt wmnd('t' nle, anl'S is maar nog die S('lt({f.'.
94 I: En, diul{ jy liMI' gli111 nil' mrenvir Il1('US(' wees lIit'?
95 M: I!ullt's.u maal'uitvl(ll'l...
% F: Nt'\'! Ons l}1,1ll I\'W\' StXlS W,lt hulk' gdcrf 11('1 .. ,
97 M: I tulip tN'1 \tlilgliks ~lll{l' hondl'r.i(' \',\1\ die g\1l'd llit ...
98 F: Ek ~~jou, OilS [:;1;lI1I('w(' sons wat hulle gt'lt,l't lwl'...
99 M: OIlS !;'\ml midii' (MP en g()('d \'('t, hulll' gaiul lekker "dlOp~1I en dl\l' ding ('('t. OIlS ga.llllmlll' lllidit' pap eorvat,

100 <1.1ughtt'r>
101 G: jll, 'Il11WIlS him tilt wrM,I.UI. Kyk hulk word (lpgl'll'i. hulln{o('t\ dip wit me ... !lIl1ll' !"\,hll\die werke doen Wilt 'n wit nun
102 lloUVatllilgdl)t'tl,t'll <:?:>.i8
103 F: Ell S()OS, liS jy jnn 1'\'IWllf('1 il.UI~tt>l.50% ven jolt p('rsOIll'd meet ,\\\"u't \\'('(15, l'll SCI::' llH){\t wit W('('S. \VIII,U',onder ,IJldl'r~,
1O·~ jou\\\lwlill}jr en jnn Indieers, ell M}aim onder jlln wit I'I'rS{}t\l'tll",\ld'l~ifiwl'l' word. So, 11(1(,\,('('\w(lrk is d,M!'001' vir wit
lOS llll'lt\('?
106 l:MlIllll ..

107 G:JII, wl'! d, hl't ('('l! d,ltl 'n \,WII, sy't j.tn.'!'.(·lwlk by hulll' w"tl~·WI' II huUl'aJ\I('t,I.ll.1'OI',\(){'k hull('lIPlI \\'j1t'I'WI'Ik Hl('M~
lOa hull,' vir hlt.11'"is jti\l wi i\l'I,li" 'I'm' ",1~y"N('l" db wit" TOl' w hullt' "Net' Wi\!lt d.UI is dit.tl'uie' wNk viI' jOlt lIi(1)>.
10!) 1:]'1 .. "
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9.4. Appendix D: SampleTranscript of an Interview with Pamily D
Gmudmot11er ~ F.uuity
G: .. Gr.uldmother (over 65yrs)
F: .. Fc,lll;ue (her d.1\1ght~r. approx 2.1)
M: .. M;\le (her son • aPlwm, 20).

1 T:En, ~ neu, is dilill'...voel jull(' jull(' hoert nan 'n gW'11, ';"IIOU, wit 11)(,11$1.'. of Afrikatlels of eits,
2. F: Nee, Ons hoort ni(' Il<m'll groep 11;('.Soos ,,'.It uedod jy? SOt» dit.'A\'\IB, C'll.llIlkl'rlepe g(){'d?29!!
3 1:[o, uie noodwendig '1\ bestaallde organis,lsi" lli~, m".u'IlQCeeu met wle jull(' idemifi\('()r"w nou '.'1 kJolllp IllPIlf,('? So as
4 elmand VIm M.\lS .1l1wm, ell bulle 1:vir jon: "L,uistcl',JY Il\(Jet by jn\! mense ga.ui', Wll.U·!;,1iU1j\lU('kles om re !tl.m?
5 Oa,1I1 jullt.'by wit mense g:I,Ul, Afrikaners, of net jO\lI~Ulli~Ii(',of wat? ...Of 1£'110\l hy VI\\ jO\1 "\\lie is jou mense]" of
6 "Watse soort owns is jy'(' HC(,5Jl j;' 1ll('5kk'll HlltlVtX)rdL.
7 P: H'I .. .'tt wit Afrikaner ... 307 < la\lghs:>
8 I: En dan us hy jOll vin "W,lt I!:dit?"
9 F: Net', ck w('('t nle w,\t Sill('It vir hom &! nil'. [~lft!'ll1ghtel')

10 P: Ner. ck moet g,hUl W.l,lf hulle tUSS<'1l dil' wit IllI'nsl'I}I,Ul hoor <: <~:,:> ...Ek sal nie m~)(;nander m~Sl'. ..312
11 I: Ell, as ek nou van, ~ nou tIS hy SC"V,U\w.llir illkom ltlili UlI'llS<'?Writ jy ...)OIl V{)OI'Vildrrs ('11...Wie vad jy is ;ou
12 YOOlV,ldl'l'sf
13 F:Jml VIU11~icl)('('k
14 I:En voor hom?
15 It:Voor hom ...voor hom weer ek nil', [lallghtrrj
16 I: En WiltVilli u? (to gr.mdmotlwl'J
17 (i:JIlIl VanRirbeek, ('[1 "Mltwer",llw.
18 F: Dis mes onsvoorvaders- VanJ1\11 vau Ri~bwl~ \If, ... M.hlt' ek w('rt lli(' wi" nog VOO\· die nie.,
19 0: VillI dieministers of \wt?
20 F:Ned
21 o!0 nee, nee dm wt'et ek nle nog van V,\I\ Ri('b~ek en ... weer nle 11<1homnle ...
22 I: Urn, en Wiltvan auder E\Il'olWeisc laude- ~ nou HoII.Uld, oft)uitsll1nd, of' ('its. Vcel jy op 'n mauler hulle is ook ded \\11\

23 lou mense, of...!l1l'~ti('n dre! Vim jOll volk of ...is hulle Iwdt~m'I.11'\llders?
24 F: Net', hulle's uie heelt{,llltli11 andc..?'S nit'.
25 I: Oink jlllte, ~ nou van die Holhnds(' mens", is hullemeer soos jy ns W.lt 'n . ''',un' l~?
26 G:j\\!Iiollandt'I'S ...
27 Fda, hnlle's<: <:? > :-.3~7
28 0: Hollandse llumt' ....uh ...
2.9 M: Null<!'sdie Stllfd~Its ons
30 O:Umm .. ,
31 I: Urn ...EI1 nOll w.\tv.\t\ g('loof?
32 M: Odoof, ons ;1I1ll0l1g\o ,I,m een, CQt1,een, een God I\f.D.I.tn; 1101l, \\llde~\\~It nou nw~kicn aan cim:md mldN~t~ glo ... soos
33 God W.lt nou heltelllaal vemnder is dm!' S;tt.Ul~tt' en ...geetes W.lt 1\\1\1(' lI<m bid ('1) ... 11\\11Wo. All1l.tII;10 1l01l In.lar nill in
34 di~St'lfde...
35 I: J\I. Um, w.ltlt 9.w)mi(;l' \,.\1\ di~ AII'U{ililIlS(' I\lms(' Wilt ek uwt gtV1\1<lth('t g~~ hulle dink, ~ IWU, hulle i.s Afrik,'iUl5, of
3(, hull("s wit, en hulle is ('illdc1iksoos, urn, (;od Iwt ons so gcm.tak vir 'll1>pesi.llf.'doel ....~,pesia.ul1volk
37 lI1ndof t.l1'C]
38 II:Nee'hulle s.11nit' ~ ons is 'lI'V~~;,lIt'volk lIit.....
39 I: So jy s.llllic (lndlik S:l'n jlill g('luof S,.UlIlIIt't )ou ms; ('(1 idl'lItit(\id ...
40 F:Net'. nee ....
41 I: tim, En dm, w,lt\~I,n jullt'vrkmM Isdi~ Ilw\~t~v;\1l hulk'wit, of ... 1
42 P:}il. nlUlo11ls wir. Soos ek nou, jy Wl'~t, \'I, komnmnikeer by di('work ... I'l~work S.l.I!llmet 1\1m,~. Bit wl'rk by die b'llll~,
43 so...
"·4 I:Ell hoc viad jy dit om Illt't 111('IlSt'V,UIand,'!' gn,'!1(' re wrrk.,.is dlt'u hit'ti' e Illrel'·~l'l'",~\'()I", of
45 F:Net' ...
46 I: Is (Llou'ld{'ul'wr.4tillr ... ?
47 [/: Nee, nil.''II prohlwtlI Ilk.. ChId nle ... i{ylt!'l, wrrk &liUllllll't hllll\'1'1l dis dir. Ill,lill' ek salnie seam llwt hulle
48 !~,I'\ll... [1I\rt>+.ill bllU,t'lI. by hulk, IIII is('fi,liUl kllii'l' ot so dr, lIil\
49 I: Mill. So, ~ uou, dink it,lIl'. w.Hi\dil'Yl'r~ldl ~~I1ml, tll'.SI'Il'n wit IWrfJIHm ell 'n swart !'"'\(JOll? ...Ek W('(otdit k1illk bail!
50 ,sua.llts, want I'lt is "wlt" en 1'1,W('I't ook nit' di\· ,lutw()onl sdf .. ,Dis ' I -k ~t(>!lll'iiU1lt om jou id('~~1(.11\)01'. Ell iLl ,I'
51 hlli(·'n II!'!! tlf'll Vt'lli('('1I1iUltWC~lId, \1\ i.v kan mur u(1';;' warjv voel, .
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nou ,I\S jy eimand onnuoer, kim jy gewoonllk, sC;\$ hulle wit of swart of kl('urliug, of eits is, sender '11probleemi .. met
nnder woorde, ek V1\\, is die l'ooclik eenvoudig om re sit'll?

M:Ja ..
I: of ... urn ... ja ... Hll mesklen ...
M: dis bale makllk om te slen,
I: die hare en die nunler wnarop hulle praat is ook 51.'ker...
M:Ja .
I: Urn en die ding wnt dill, ek dlnk.rnet Verwoerd, ek dill!" deel \~11lsy ... argU1l11'llt \\~IS d.lt God het ons (·imUlI<so

gernaak, met wlt velle, en meer imriligcnt, ell d'Mi Ih11C ding ... dink jy dit is tlil' gCViU?Dat ens mesklen, 1!nou, \bc ons
God 5('gekieste I:'iISis of ('it~?U w('('t, Wilt is dill woord in Afrikaans? tlil'..

M:Ja,ftf
I: God se "5Pl'Cii\\ people, or whatever you WJut to call it:' ... chosen pcoplr?
M: Kyk, us die here nrt r en unsle wou gehud lwt SOli hi' uet ('(11 !Iasi" g(lmaak het, Nou hoekom 1Il0(.'t hullt'llou olldel'

mekaar g.\'llluitims er ... tussen wit en swart ell, ill daal- dui iry jy non WIo'l'r'n nuder nasie. ..So ilS swart ('11wit trou.dm
skcp hy 'n !Uldcr 11,\,;ie.49

I:Jn",
M: lJieselfdeasmecWit (I~'Indieer, of <?> g.l<1ntrou ... kyk a!miu \,,\111\1111(, S(' halt' isswart, P.uty S(' hare ls reddlk ligViUl

!tll'llr, maar 5y hare;. ne \;swart,
I:j'l.
M: Dis ni~'n blanke nasie nit"
I: Din'{ us d.~'n Si'Ort Villi 'n 5(llid('IIS mense YomVt'r;ldll~l1dl' msse gr'" ., Inmeng, soos, troll, ('II...
M: om t~tr<'ui
I:j,1
M: Bit dink so. WlInt ek meen, toe Ad.UlI '11 vrou g~kl}' hl'f. her hy Ili(' '11 ,\I1d('('kleorvrou gdlild <IS\\~\thy was nle, Ell die

here het oS,! ell.'fibut' been gdmlik om vir h0111 'II vrou te maak, so, tilt is dill sdfde· jy kim maar se, die sehde kleur,
I: Mmm.61
M: tit meen, dis logieslls jy cUtso var, Sy VI'OU \YO\S 'n \1('('1\~1II hom, so sy moes dlesdfd(' kleurgewees lwt.
I:J!I. En se nou met mense Wilt uou khl.lrg~lll('!\g bet, 'Volt 1I0U kk'llt'lingkilldN'S h~t· of w('('t jy van mense \Vilt dit\t!

gedoen het?
M: Bk ken nle een V.Ul hulle persoonlik nie, 1110\1\1'rk het .11g~si~[I.by wlnkels, ('11 Wi~\1' hulle ill die St!\l.\t loop."
J: En hoe lyk hllll~? (l(.'W()(llUllik,gdll!ddg, of mbkiell d.\t d,lilrpwblrml' t~?M(·t under woorde ell.YlII, sC ncu es wit en

5\V.lft treu.kan hulle eintllk gdukkug W('{IS of nit'? Of dink jy dw S;l<ltld~'lh('tierpl\)bl('me wces late!' .liUI .. llwsltiell
llll't die klnders ...?

M: Ilk weet IIi", dilOU' is seker 'n moomHkhckl wat hulle r,rlut\ld;; kan wees, soos cit S('. ek ken dit ui('",pcl'SOol1liknit', so cit
so\luie 1(1\11st, mm,r dlr ls seker moontllk ... 75.. ,mllat· kylt,lI\ il !"{I<Ill'n Chri~t{'11onder trou met III Moslem, of lIlct 'II
Hindu, een V,\[) iLlili...Nou ,tlili kleur v~l'~kilStl0S lL\g by Ililg,

I: J'1, Is ,tl;1r t'uige eits ilndm Wi1;UV,llljull(' dink ls bt'langrik? Soos cit S(', hlerdle is nou (1('11van di(' eerste keere Wilt ek
onderhoude veer, ek prolxer om 500lt van '1\ prent 01' te bou, Ek is mos BnSl'ls eu ek stel ut·l.\ng in Afril~iliUlst'mense

II' HSl'... Views,
M: Kylt, .. ,liS 'n wit VI'OUnoumet 'n swarte troll, sy 1<m11diar by sy I\Ullidil', ek W('(Ituie of hulle dit 6~11\.Ul~~\'Il·nil'.P.lIty

s.u seker, maar durs andes w.\t dit nle &11il,mY,I.lf nil'. NOli. my rna lewl' HOg. Nou ns ('It lll('t 'n S\\~ut vrou by my rna
uankom, of by my funlelle- hull" g\\,lll dlt nle iliUtV,tll·lIll'. Net so min lISW.lt 1'1< ga,ullliU!V,li\r ilSmy 5{'1.III11i('J'inlol}p
met 'n SWIll't VI'()U. Dis ghld nlenanvaarbnur ute.

I: As lillie omgee as ('it <'its VI\I? ... solllmigt' III 'IS(,... het gl'M~,IShunt' 'n [I.lit' mooi S\\'oltt \'I'OU sit'II ... d.lt bulle di(' kens sal Vilt,
uss), bf'.SlljJ,b.~lds .Hoevoel u hit'rom'?

M: Net.' ('!t StUglad nil' d('linctief Ill('. Ilk nW('II. thus f;t'nol'!~wit vrouens waar II lun gil.t11 100. ".NOll as jv awe 'n swarte
M'Xh~d.Ull<I\I1jy Ilt't IlO W(') met h,M!' troll (lo!,. '

I:Jll ..
M: ...Kyl~, durs geen ll,Ultn'!ddl1g~lU\)g vir ~nitWSW.lrt "IOU .. sy't g,'I'1l i\'llltreldtillg~km!l Of' my.
I: Dink jy hulle is dndlik \"U. of het hulle kleme of \\''It ... nf is dit IIl'I' d.\t it5tl'l nie bd.mg ni~?
M: Gladnle, ek stel gl.ld Ilk' bdat\gnil\ Ek htl{wlgllooir 1'1.~II~l'skn Wilt ek 1I001\lIigl'IWd.l!lt('SMI Oll!' krv,
I: OIl, b,lil' (t\llf..i\\ vir julll' tyd, ens, 120. '
[('nd of illwrvi{'wJ
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170 1: En waevan, ff.! n ,u,J,\tl Van Riebeek en die Voortrekkers en daal hele dl.>({van SuidAfri!t'l;uls.,~geski('d('nis-v()d u dis
171 d~l van jou g{',~i('dl'Ilis?
172 M: VillI Puitse geskiroenis?
173 I: Nee, net joune 1\S",is hulle mdticll, op jou ll10lSC killll, ff.! 1I011 (liemense van die Groot Trek, is bulle, ff.! noa, jou
174 VQ{ll'\11t1eI'S ook?
175 M: Nee, ek sal nil.' so ~ nit'.
176 I: Ek vm ner,want Iller bale Afdlti1;llISt' msnse, ns l.'kVr.IV,Ul dingc 001' hullevoorvaders, limS! hulle Jan Vim Rid)('('k, die
177 Groot Trek, en hulle idemifisl.'Cl'lllt't dil,li gd.lrutt(,lli&s(', dk·Illl'IlSt'. <?:> tf is [oune meer met die Puis!' ofE\lwpiel'sl'?
178 M: Nee, kyk, my voorouers !wt ill ,He land in gekom il11800 ('its, lWU hullt' hl't Suid Afrlki\llrrs geword- t'k is hler gebore
179 (")is 'u Suid Afrik\lllcr ...Om eerlik te wees, ek kun omtrent IIi" in Duits meer pmat nil', ek pnut Afrilta<llls,
180 I: Ht't jy 11' bietlie Duits met jou pi! g~pl'\lilt,toe jy jong('r wns?
181 M: Jil,...in die Vl'ysttillt is nllesmeerendeel Afl'iI\iW1S, is omtrent .Utaal wat jy Plili\t daar, Ek het partymaal net (,(,IUlI,I'Uill
182 die jam'l1ex:iiggehad om Ilw&!del1 Engel" te pmlt m~t "im'Uld ":,It proclerne met sy kar gehad en by dk' g.lmge g('ittllll
183 bet- I'll hy \ViIS Engdsprekend -miwr liit W,IS tll(.\lkielllwt ('{'llll:'lil) 'n jil;U'.Daar WHSander Duhsers oak gewees, die
184 oudste een k0I111f)g Illl't die cumr so In biC'tjil' Dults pm,lt, so op 'nlllituil'J" maar dle neder PJ~tlt ulmal Afl'ill<I'UlS· die
185 pot ell die m,l is duirs, 547
186 I:Wat van ...her u Jdlldt'I'S Wilt by die skook is?
187 M: N("c, (UI' jongsrewas llie (\:ll wat nou hicrwas,
188 I: Hoekom ek vm, is, hOC'SOll i.vw·l.il'll vorl ,IS jy 1I0Ukinrlersby dje~w()l gdlildhl'r, terwyl d'larnoll,!:fj nou, In klomp
189 S"11rt kinders by die skool b1'
190 M: W~l di(' tuNIS(' W'.It netnou hler geloop het, Ityk vroeer l.m' W,\S het jy vir skool gdd bc·t.tt1?Kyk Wilt moee jy neu
191 b~tllal...Jy lllOf't die swanes ~\lbsidc~r, want hy betaalule, Alknn hy ueta.ll, hy weer net rellvoudig ()Ill te lwt,tt: (.IU,
192 tbtt~it, Soos hulle weler om w,ltrr CII Iigte t(' benal,
193 I:Ja, d'Ulm,\~k hullt' dicsel,rl'lllo{'ililtl'rvil'lIlll1ol1 \\'(It wei hNa;!l?
194 M: J,I, kyk, I\S Ity bemel toe g,WI, ~ nou jy stuur 'u duiS('nd van.hnlle hc'md tot', hOt'loulk gnal! dit wees voor hullt' begln
195 am omtevrede tt'wees, dan bl'gill helle om ook d.\,u' te lwgin toyi·toyi I?Dit is so,jy ;;\1 hom noole revrede luy nle.l Iy
196 sit liewerste sender werk, lISom vir die sdfdc sahlt'is te WNk \15hy <??:>. Kyk Wilt 1l(l1l :l~titl G~l'll1i$tOl1 gOO\\II' hot by
197 dil1mine, 1200 sontirf werk, hulle wou meer geldg~h,Id her maar die myn kon nie meer betaalhet • hy sit liewerste
198 sender werk, Dit: wys jou hoe ver dink hy. Ny kon w('rlt g~h;ld het, inkomste schild her, maar hy wil meer geld h~, By
199 sal liewersre sender 'UJ(I/l as am vir d,1;\I'salaris te werk,
200 I: En wat V'Ulgi'IQof? (1aan julie kerk toe ...
201 M:Jil
202 1:En, is daar SWiUtl'SWilt by dle krrk bywoon]
203 M: N("(",1<1'1<,bale blankes isdiliu'teell. Kyk, nshy 'n Chrlsrerwll WI't'S, hy kan een W(,t'S, {'II hy g_l,U\kerk toe ... en hy is
204 b~l'~idonnner my tiI;\I'u lid Villl'n AfdkililtlSt' kel'k t(' W('{'S,ell hy pmat Afl'ikililrlS, hy sillg PSilhulkVgt'Sil,unlik l?J, en
205 hy's InChl'ist("lI·l'k bet niks dilillteen nil'.
206 1;En, ~ nou, ek dlnk \1 hee gese, 1Ivodu is In Afl'it~,Uler?
207 M:Jt1,
208 I: NOli wat \~U1,llOU'S lLmt' hit'rdi() hde Invt'Sit' Y.m KIl'lIl'ling Afl'il'iltlNs ... in dit' l<\liIP ~ uou ...bulle I>.~11\IIIcis ook
209 Ati'ik\U1l'I'S...voel jy !lOU 11\111"is op di{l5(%i{'vlak as jou.wlt',of t~ltullt' m,lal' oolf Afri!(iUmS, maarnie in rut' volle sin van
2'10 di~wooI\lnil'?
211 M: As hy hom knn g(\{m ~O(l'. 'n blanke Afrik,Ul('I· ...d,llI SlItok ff.! ek s,1l.s;\iU\lIl\CL hom lewe,
212 < <Rutlo£'ltlPC> > <C'Ampldllh'lvi('\v: Side 2:>
213 M: ..M'Mr (lud{'!' trou, ghi Ilil'. Ek glo 'n ll.lsk.. '1l!.I.mlw ll,l~i mo« 'n blank" nnsle bly. 'n SW,II't(.'moee swart bly,
214 I: NO\l, hee bedeel u nasil'? 181n W.ltter sin '1lI1ilSir?
215 M: Kyl~1 'n Wit man k'UI nwc '11EngelS(' vrou trou, ofltwt 'n Duitsevrou, of'n HOU'Ulti.l(' vrou, of'nFmnsevl'Ou·sy's
216 b\;\UI~,dle klnders <;,11blenk \\('('s" h\l!lcg,l,ltlni<.' bil'.tl'IS wet's uk'. So dit' Sw,lrt IloIsi('q,\IShy onder mel',lar trou, dis 'n
217 IIndt'r sw.u't nusle- hulle lyk LllIiwlIdkn omtrmt ,dllliU till' :.dflil" 111,U'Snle 'n wl'lIkillliC' ... swart Illet S\\'.It'tI.'S, 23
218 I: SO()Sl\h(lSil~, 2o('loos, lmll [t'{lll, wallt Imllc is dit.' 5(']li1('llllllW, !l(lOSllwt Dllitl('rs Nt EngdS(' ..
219 M: Ja, ilShulle ondt'!' md,ililnrou, Hit lllretl, dis 'n witnilSit\ " wit killdt'I'S • jy g,lilfllli('...h;l~tt'lki('S 1\lill\lit kry lIie.
220 I: \Vat villl ... ~ml\mi!j(' tlll'IlS(,!:fj dis b.liQmodik om t(l si(,Il.. ,aall Wil,WI' lil,~'n mms HiUl h(){Ht.Stem \l SiWlllllf'l' dir, uf .link
221 dllt jy it,1ll Illtyd ~ as l'illl,Uld SWillt, J\l\'\ltlillg, bhmk,('11S() ,lilll?
222 M:Wl'l,jy luy lilW' I,ll'lltlilll:' I'll jy kry \\oIt dotlkl'l' is, ('11 jvkry W,lt SWilit Is...Mit.U" \lsj), \:\. ""',lIt n,l~il'v.\r, ('njy kyk hulk'
223 ,so, Imll!· lyll mil.H' dit·f.dhj(', P,trty Sl' 1\1,\1\ b lll,\,u"nl,il'tj:,' pl,lt ,(\ lii" ,1lIdl't' ~'Jt.
224 1:J;I..,\I<II ... j.1W,Ult Mlllllllig('lllt'US(llA' d.lt, lA' 11011ill dip :10 ('1l ~l'.stig.,jjrt'. tl~lll dir tyd wat ap,miwld ('rmslig lll'gin h(,l, hull"
225 hl't Il\O~, dinn\' g\\l<wlI MIl»: hull(, ,\it 'II (l(ltl(lod ill dil'IIWllM'.\t' h.U'!' I'lt as tlit lIit",,1 diUl w('!'t hulk ely's wit. \VO)l'· dl,'
226 ~\\..ltt('S St' han' h I.11l11I'lig <'II dit'pntlnod S.UIlie \tit \1111'11d.d tilp(' VOIlldin!~...M) hulle Ill(l(~ (ilai t()('t>(, dO('ll ... M,\,u'
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112 F: By [her son] werk by die gevungenls ...Hulle wou hom reeds gc"ttd. met In mes by die w('II" Daar is dit bale o~va.U'Jik,
113 Bilie gcvmtrlik, 322
114 I: W,\t van '1001', ~ nou 2Q: 1;11'gclede? Hoe W,ISdit dan? What was it Ilke under tilL' previous GOV(llllllwnt? Did you fl'el
115 that it was your government etc, ?
116 F:DMr konjy e:"lewe hp:o·!k:/erJI·hahaha! Nou isdit net I'dI' en wrkmgting, diefstul, hobos; Toe konjy in dle srad grill)'
117 het,
118 M: Moord en doodslag, werkloosheld- Hulle bephulllil) In gesin nil'. <::?> Hulle dink nil' rl;1<mWl (tIt die land word nie
119 grater nle, die mense word meer, t'll omiJevollting, en werkloosheldneern toe., n~, dis logics, muar hulle dink nil'
120 ditlmml nil'.
121 F: Ell dan het die mense nle sondeI' work gesit en dM!' was nle so hobos nit). twlntig, dertig j,tlr tNllg uie, Nou volop, non's
122 hy heel '10101' <::?>
123 M:Werkloosheid ..
124 F: Toe ken j),rl'g in diestad gOOlyher,
12" M: Die werldoosheld, veml onder die blankes neem bale toe. NOll sit hulle 'n swnrte in- of hy (UI'werk kan doa; of 1Ii(', '1\
126 swarte moer daar wees
127 I: En St~my, in cLhli tyd, dl.1I'WIISmos 'n wit reb.'ring, clil,li?Nou hot jllUt' gevoel dit was jOli reg{,l'ingwat jell bdiUlg\tdle in
128 listing gehnd lwt.
129 PI J;I, elndelik jil, dit W.1Smy mense, dit was my regcring, dit was my land g~w('t's...tot dit nou bl'gin het om re "mix" IWI.
130 NOll her ek nie 'urt'gering nil', ek het nle Inwit \;Uld l1i(', ek her niks vir mywlf nit'. W,Ult die blerrie diug hy loop hil'!'
131 !;U1gSdie pad en se "Nullo my lielling!" . <?::> ..
132 M: Nee, Ek dink die probleem is 001\, die wit men'\() moes, to- hulle dlo land lngekom het, 1nO(,Shelle die swnrte ,J 111m
133 geleer her, jy weet, Huile 1l10CSmeer opvoeding 3l'C~ her ... 370
134 11:...Maar ek dink hlerdie probleme van ous her begin too hulle vir Nelson Mandela \lit die tl'Ol1kverl"at [1('1:' hl't ding{'
135 begin ~teef ...dis tr~ so, hlic mense pmat danrcor,
136 M: 1<),kVerwoerd het die r\'gte idee gehnd ..voor hulle hom dood gcm,lak het ...Kyk dlai Swarte, dis sy I,md d.Mi, en hy kuu
137 hler werk ln die Wit man se land, l~lldie Wit m,m knn in daal land &"Ul werk as h)' wil. Manr, die SW.llt('het sy de htild
13$ ensyder~enng ....
139 Il: Kyk WIlt her Nelson M,uldel,l gedoen, ~ dit vir hoinl Dit W\\S 01' dle TV gewees, 'n Andel' vrou hct vir Neisen M,Uldr];1
140 gebel en hulle het 'n afspmak gereel, ell sy't haar IlfSP1~"lk nagekom met Nelson M:mddil. Ell d.UljNelson Mmdd I !tet
141 vir luar 'n hele huls volmeubels merkos ell gOC't1ult tit? r(,l,lp gl'koop. Nelson M.lndd'l hee ditvir h,~It·g(·dCX'l1.Dit was
1.42 'n ou vrou, sy W\IS in die t;1gtigS, Hy't dit vir haar gcgec. Dit was op die TV gewees,
143 M: Kylt, was SOli gONt gew~rk het is 'n fcdemsie vnn state sees ill Amerlka, ",Die Xhosa sy ~ic 1'C'g<!l'ing,die Zulus, die
144 Blankes, Al dit' nasles, elite eeu SY(lie rC"g~ring.Dit sou gcw~rk her, mnar hiel'die stodd ....
145 1:In,Milar hulle 1:vandlS (tit dllll' geeu vCl'sldl tussen die vcr~killcllcle gt'CX'pe,dlt ous ahml die .wlfde is?
146 P: ...Ons moet saam i(,W(.'"J'l, dit is, jy's I'(t.
147 It WeI dis hcekon; cit vra ...e]\ wi! net van mense wret, W\ltis hierdic vmkille. OUSIIS wit 1ll(l1l5{', hoe is ons underse 11Sdit'
118 SWilrt mense]

149 F:Jy kan nle anders maak nie, jy moer saun met hulle lewe.]y gaan sum met hulle in '11 !tospit;l;Il J{', jy gaan sa;UlIlllt't
150 hulle eet in In r{'st;nmU1t. Nou meet ons \lilt's deel,
151 M: Kylt, dievel'skit is. ..die swarte sal jou dood !I1;lakvir 'n p,t\r mnd ...
152 P: ...Ill;IOU· die \'V'itte nit" •
153 M Lilat cit dit so std. lIy &11jou k('rll\fsny, (Ill die kJru I'van jOll bleed is <? > ."ill Iwt hy ni(,;lwig elrs llodig nil'. En hy
154 kem hit'l'aan <?> ...cUe is instink, sy lIiUlIlU\ Kyk hO('llW'lk hulledieOlI mms(·dood. NOli :t~hywil gaan steel.us by
155 nou l'egtigwerkloos is, ellhy Iy hong(.'I·,ho('h:ommellsesrormaak en dcod manl, nsby nrtwil sted. A~hy by my kom
156 ('II hy wil steel. vat wat hy wi! he..noll hoekom mense dood llla:\lt? M."lt':)S hy 'n mesby hom her dim g.~lll hy dit
157 g('ul\lik, lIS hy 'n VlIUl"lVilP(lIlIl{'t lim gnall hy tUrHtobl1lill. ()f dit Ilodit~of nil.' n{)dig is, hy ,1,11hom grbmik.
158 I: Die ,Uldt'r dinn w\lt rlt wil vm ..,di(.'dill!; V.UI, ~ 1lOIl, V;UI jou voorvnders- wle is hulle, wie Wi\S hull!,', en as jy t{'tUg !juan
159 001' tyd (.'11jy dlak wle die l'('I'stellwllSe isWilt, lI.'\lltlU, jou voorvnders was, WilllllC't'r sa\jy It! die hct bl'gin?
160 fo,,1:Kyk, myoorloo(' pi! is g<,bot'(·in lS·hondrrd l'n Pits. dit '\~ISW95 wrj,loll'slLlfjin 1972.NOll, sy p,I, Imlle hI'CV.Ul duitloliUld
161 ,It hier gdwm.. '
162 P: Jou Ollila mtt <llldel'woo)'dt\
163 M:,I.l, hulle h(,t h1 hi('rdie hUld IWI hullL'g(.'Vt'g hj(\rw",\tl.li w,l in di!' HOl'I\'I:l1gd5<' \)I)rlog Iwc hull!' grwg hk·r.<,(l.
164 I:I I(,I'JOIl pa uit DlIjt~lalld gl'kl'Jll1-jl('sdkk vir diL'l)lldog?
165 M:Nt'c, hulle <?> ...
166 1:Elll'oe 'lot'} jy trt'W)llf lUI' nuit~l'rs, vorl jnn" It.t hllll\· v:tn \lil'M'lftk·)(l~ is, voc! jull(' 'Il1iO(il't Villl id~ntifikllsif' ll1l~ 1>lIits('
161 llll'mfl, of is Iml1i'tf' ;:adl'IS(' .ISAfrik.uwrs? 479
168 M: EJ, 1o()11st" d:('Jllrt'I'M<'S 'I,m dil' Duim'l's is Iii,'~dld(l ,IS \'I,lt Afrlk.uwrs is. I);I,\I' I' ·,\,t,l;ilk, 1l1ol,U'I'Wlll CII d('d, hull,' is
169 soos Afrikallt'l's, so t)oh ,lir Ilull.!lldt'l's, hy's ()IIVilllhl ii. <;~?::, 'n Mdlv.1il'r. ,I
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54 house], jy hoor allfs wat bulle hlerso pm,lt .... Jy hoor nlles, Hulle staan hler by (lie busstop hier wnar ek by, my kamer
55 venster is by die buszop, jy hoar alles "~Ithulle dMI' pmat,
56 M: Togjy 1t1)' swnrr bure ...
57 F: Ja, jy kryvant'l$ti~(! swart bure dink ~k ...J,\ ...Wat [l,\ie lll'tjies en vrbJdlik en nool jou vir koffie ('11 koekies en dlt, maar
58 aan die.nnder knnt dmui jy dan om en dan is dit maar danrmnder Si\k~, 151.
59 M: Mil·lrlJierdi(!.trm ...
60 F: Woe! Hlerdie 011'1;';\van Newlands, Clnrmont uf reg deur Johilnnesburg stad to, •dis 'n heist' diugetjic! Ek f1J vir jou.
61 M: Ilk 9.~jou, jy meet op party nagte kom hoor hierso, veml op l1.,wel,("
62 F:j.t/ By ons is dit glild nil' ~tilnle, Dit is "k nou eerllk met JOIl.Dit is in hierdil' stmat nil.' stil nie, rut is hlerdie sm\;\t nie stil
63 uie, en dis in daui stmat nle stilnie. WiUI! jy weet presles, wat hie!' oorkanr uiUlg;lal\, jy weet presies W,\t hie!' a.Ulg'.\iUl, jy
64 weee wat hiN' Ul\llgm\I1, wnt dliU' ;\iU1ljliUI' all 0\'("', Ek sit hler ill die IMlldjieV<111die gat. Fk weet presles. Van M,\<lmtlg

65 tot Sondag weet ons ,111('s.Ek kml'n bock skryf 001' nlleswat hie!' aiUlgaan, ell wat hk'r;l1 grueu!' ook
66 I: En geb<\$('"'"op nl die geed wat juUt' gehoor her, dink jille hulle is baie nnderse iIS,1! nou, wit rnense, rom OilS? Hulle
67 lewensewyse, en hulle.;
68 r~:Ja,ek sal re hulle is I nderse jil.

69 1: Soos watterscort S'Jt'd?
70 F: Kyk, ek 5;\1clit nou so ~td. Ek g:l.m ('('rlik wees met jou, Ell.het non die (t\t; '11swarte hlerso by die paal geV:iOghierro by
71 Illy huls, ('11hy wil sy"luUu" uitgdm.u Olll tepee, Enlly drlnk, en ek het hom tlX'v.\IligV'Ul die hekaf gr.sien, 111.\<\1' hy
72 hermy nie gesien nil'. Ell ekhee toe ilfgehak en rk hee vir ll()m gcst',lilten here, this isnor ,\ toilt·t.lf YOlIgot;\ picppit.',
73 go to the toilet. Nou ja, hy't toe hiers~ omgedt\lai ~II hy toop oorkunt na die under vrou ,I(' hek gest<1;Ul en pee, Toe kom
74 d,,,,iman ult, to ~;tt hy tUeswarte, Tee dog c1{ toe vir myself. non hoekorn slaan hy die swartman, As jy dl,' nood het
7 5 kan jy non meet kyk. waar om jOllllOOd .1i.: to haal, Ell.meen, 'n mens ismaar'nrnens As jy dIal nood hee (Injy kim
76 nle manit by 'n toilet nle dan g.\\ul jy m,l(lk waar Jy kan, Maar, jy \VC('t hoeniudtk is 'n mik iISjy gc~)pjppie gt>k,sger.
77 Nou wll hy hirr reg voor my deur kom pippi(.'",('k:i! loop. dis nit;''n toilet nle. ...HuUuuort and('I'sc ,"~('s, hulle \",1;, lilt)
78 uan die witres nle, &~'nl/in(!,
79 M: Hierdie pit.ll hierro, hulle slaau gereeld water hlerso,
80 F: Hler is dit ill dieper itlgetrd<, jy mik dit eintlik, hlerso g;lilll die t~'Othlerso -julll
81 I: Hcekornl.; is daar baie mense mIt in hlerdie ureably, of is die net ln die 5t,ldi'
82 P: Nee, ag Here meu, as jy weet die swnrtes wat hler bly. G,UllI hier op, gaan hicrnf, 6,:\<lnkyk hoe lyk hulle.
83 I: [Aslts about crime in the are-a]
84 F:J<I,Herennn, huUtsteel'n mens Piulkl'oChierso, Een more vreeg het hulle by die neibout'S ingebreek, Bulle het
85 jewell"I), ~11klere en geed ge~teei.Dle drle swnrtes bet 1lI1Wej,\ste aangchnd, Dle eiCll.~\rhet vi!lllig op die walkiN.lIltle
86 die poli('sit' gerorp, Die pollesle her bulle net hler by dle robote gekcur met die klere, Hy'd die eel) I~"fferse brock
87 afgetl'"k, toe gee hy hom 'n klnp op die gat. Toe het hulle ill drie \~1I1dlesw,utcs gQv.\ten in die boot van cii" pollesle van
88 gcsit.ln die hoot hood
89 II <?>
90 P: 1,1)ill die l~iU'indie boot, By keel' hulle VQUI', net hier,
9'l 1:J\1l1eis gclukigl Gewoonlik kern dle dlewe weg, sells roep jy die poliesie."
92 F:Ja bllie kom gereeld helma lOC"Hull" bet nou, 'n rukkle t('rug .., 11\.\,U'W,lt cit nie knn verstamnle, een aand tot' kern ous
93 t('!\IS die mense hler langs my het gl~' bulle sluit noolt bulle voordeer- dis die mense \\~ltdie 1,\tOOS op mense uilwerk
94 • hullt"s g<\WC n\('nse,stillll~J\5t', mrns/loor hu1\11 nie, jysien hulle nil'.];\ 1\1<1<\1' toe f1J hy vii'my: '1\ swarte klop op sy darr
95 en loop irls)' hus in. Hyvm vir die It;1ffil'\Wltwilhy M ...hy kyk di~sp\lll('tjie so.Dle k"ffil'~ hy sock syvrlend.Toe
% slaun hy viI' hom 001' die hek, NOll ok wat in die dIS ;111('('11is ('11 die llliUl werk.nou dit gebeur helder ill die eLlSook,
97 Nou f1J hierdle OU"ja, ,ISdie volg('ode kl\ft~,·~tt\.1·1\()rn,diU! !tliUl hy ,sorg (tit hy b('sig ismct sy vrOll ...hlilt die swal1e
98 !tom 1,\\11Sit'II". N~edis 'nldike i\rea hierdic, gt'1IIlilllJ, jy kut1nie r~rs dorp to" gam! nit'. Nelli eelt (tiS ook stllur hy [her
99 hl1sbmld] my bank t(.l(', en d~ verloor 900 mndl M;\iu·{tlmy bcul'sie, jil, dis my rent g~ld, motu' hy't SWiut~sW.lt oolt vir

100 hOlll werk, mmu' t'k W('('t nit' Wilt bet !\let my gebeuI' !lie. Uk hN am cliohl1Ck gekom, ek 'Ict my h,llld in my sak gdt
101 om dit' M(\ltds te Itt)' en sek('l' dil' b~ursi(' lilatwI. Hi~l' k(Jlll die ~hop 0\1 hy rocp"mevfI.ll mevrou ll\evl'Oll' m.l,l1' ~k
102 hoorhom Ilit.. Tot' I.'J~()ordir padg,wl tOI'kom hy, h'lrdloop hy ell tiklllY up illY SkOll~l'S.F.n Vn\ vil'my~'mevro\l is
10J dit jOtl umrsie hi('rdi{'?" En elt ,w, I It,I'l',"'Iilr 1..'1'), jy hom? IIy :;. hy't hom d,\;\r by die d('ur opgett'l. Ek kyk 1;t.l,41 Illy
104 g~ld,llI(!tJllY id uO<'k, Toe h('t hyniktg('Vi1t nk'. Die wyo jon l1et Wilt S(,llil\io dit is. As dit '11 SW.lI't~ "",IS d.lIl her by dit
105 gQ".lt II)' het dill b(,llr~i(.',dk' uOI.'kd wcgmwCliell die gddg~vat! •
106 I: I let jullt' nait gedink om di~ ];lIld tt'Wr!ililt? ...As dillgl' l(·rig slf.'gword?
107 Fl In, by wil p1.,Ud'lllll ttl!.' l~,lilll,I Iy Willtl,l!' 1\0\.\11boel'.
108 M: IIy b"dM\ dil.'liUldwrl.li\t ...
109 I: Elligt' .md,?· pl{'lt bllite Suid,Afrilll(
110 F: Nee ui~ S()lllmN'lIi(', dis nLL'tlit, nitwit!.' \wld uie.
111 < <P.lltSC>:> [S()UarriV{'silud~ta}'suril'!ly.300)
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