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that chanmges 1n the regiliaonal political economy and hausehold
dirféerentiation are registered, acted out and struggled over, it
15 where one can mest profitably study, =conomic change as social
process.

I am going to argue that twentieth century transformations
in the political economy of Western kKenya, together with
processecs gf differantiation, have besn clasely bound up with
profound changes 1A gender relations, and 1n the idecologies which
Justify them. These changes have been slow, piecemeal, non-—
uniform amd non—-linear. They have been the subject of i1ntense
conflicts within househclds which have centred around guest:ons
of access to ard control over resowrces, and 1n which, as well as
pawer relations, ideas about rights and responsibilities have
been critically important.

Description of the research

1 conducted fieldwork from November 1987 tno February 198E
and from May 1988 to March 198%9. Throughout fieldwork, I was
resident im the sub-locatrion, in the home of a local fzmily. I
gained a reasonably good krowledge of the Luo language, although
I always worked with an interpreter, whoeose help I found necessary
for mores complex discussions with informants,

I used a variety of research methods, of which the most
important were a sample survey of 104 household=, from whom I
collected basic socio-economic data; & budget survey of 24
individuals in 19 touseholds; and the collection of life
historigese from 57 informants. I also' had many more general
informal discussions.

Background

(1) The Folitical Econaomy of Western Yenva

kenya was one of the African colonies with a substantial
population of Europeans engaged 1n extensive farming, plantation
agriculture and, later, in manufacturing. These activities for a
long time recuired plentiful guantities of cheap labour.

In what is now Kisumu District, labour migration began in
the first years of the colonial period and large—-scale labour
migration has been the norm since the 1230s, There is not space
here to discuss in detail the proceszes which 1nitially generated
mass migrancy. Summarising, the historical experience of the
region does not appear to fit the classic "underdevelopment’
model of the generation of a migrant-labouwr economy, in which the
destruction of African agriculture led to mass labour— migration.
(Arrighi 1970; Falmer and Farsons 19775 Bundy 1979) But it also
differs from more recent studies which i1dentify an extended
period of considerable prosperity and "peazant’ cash-crop
production in areas which later became migrant-labour economies.
(Ranger 1978 and 198%; Eeinart 1983)

Labowr migrancy by unmarried men was 1nitially stimulated by
force and by new cash needg (for taxation, clothing and cash to
purchasze bridewealth cattle, for example). {See Clayton and



Savage 1973; Yan IZwanenberg 1975; Stichter 1982) It became
1nereasingly necessary for married men to remain on the labour
market for long perilods to meet growing ¢ash needs, but
agriculture appears toc have been quite reszilient 1n the 1920s,
despirt= the lgos=z ¢f mels labour—pawer. {Hay 12723 It 15 anly
more recentl. that food-production hacs deteriorated to the point
where migrant i1ncomes are nezded to purchase basi1c foods.
Howewver , '1 found noc evidence 1n Moguta of the ‘peasant’ cash-crop
boom sometimes assumed Lo have occurred 1n most smallholder areas
of Fenya in the 19Z0s and IT0s. (Fitching 1980; FRanger 1985}
Father, there was an 1nitial period in which mass mLgrancy
coincided with wviable food-crop production, probably due to an
erpansion of female labour-time,

o

But aftsr the zarly 19705, Eisumu was set on a trajectory
that 1ncreasingly marginalised agricultures as a source of 1ncome.
As mare and more labour was withdrawn from agriculturs, a
downward spiral of agr:culturzl decline and ever—increasing
migration t5 mairntain subsistence was initiated. Other factors
contributed ts the declining =bility of agriculture to provide an
adequate czsh income. The fisaed boundariez placed on the
Reserves by the Government led to population pressure on the land
and, hence, to chorter fallowing periods and declining soil
fertility, lowering yields. The switch to maize accelerated soil
exhausticon, becauze it depletes fertility more rapidly than the
indigenous crops of sorghum and millet.

Thus, although the agricultural economy was probably able to

withztarnd the lozz of the labowr power of young males up to the
1v7i=2, from then ornwards, the loss of the labour power of adult
malas uncermined production. Coupled to this direct loss of
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i power through wigrancy was the slow process of a reduction
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of femzle labsur-time expended in agricultws as diminishing foo0d
pr:durtzzn forzed women to spend incresasing amounts of time 1n
cf¥~farm secochomic activities, particularly trading and handicraf
production. In the households whare remittances were adequahts to
cover shor<$allz 1in food prodouction, i1individuals were not forced
to seev alternative i1ncome-scurces to the same extent, but they
alsc had z much greater 1ncentive to invest rasources 1n their
children’'s sducation tharn in agricultuwral preoduction. {(MHay 1972;
itehing 19320

The reg:on became & net importer ot food and later
developmert=s, such as the =tabilisation of the labour force, the
creation of high-wage =zechtor= and the development of commercial
agricultures follaowing 62 Swynnerton Flan, did little to change
thi1z piciure. Farmers :n nost parts of the region have not been
Gffered a suirzble cash crop and sven those 1n areas suitable for
higher-value caszh crops are handicapped by poor infrastructure
and their distance from the major markets.

Nowada,s most household= in Foguta do not grow enough food
to feed themselves for the whole year and they evperience an
annual hungry zeaszon for several months before the Long Rains

harvest in June-July. Those with particularly small plots are in
thic pozition for most af the year, and sometimes year-round if
the harvest 1z poor. The fecod-supply is even more precarious in

the Lake Zhore areacs, where the Short Rains freguently fail.




Today, the nearby marke* at Scondu, which is on the border of
Fisumu, kericho and Fis: . 13 3 nodal point for the
tnport of food from ericho and Yisi: rmto Luaol and.

»

Eecauze so few n
fulfil their Cash nee
-

urplus with which to
\ 9 SCtain Cas=h from
snCces from migrants are an 1mportant source
of cash far some housenoldz, but =z=:nce the smergence of
widespresc, anmnual +ood de?lclts, there ha=z alszo been a
burgeoning cf zmall-scale trading and handicraft producticn
(especiall, palm—+frcnd bacskets=). The bulk of 1t 1s carried out
by women. Mern tend to be involved in trad:ng activitiecs which
regulre scme 1nittial capital - such as permanent shops and
transportat‘on. Informants recall that 1n the 19Z0s and 40s,
much of the food-trade was seascnal, but now many households
require cs=h for focd purchases year—rounc, =20 trading and bashket
prcductz:n take place throughout the year
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-, Migrat:iomn and differentiaticn

Mary of the key resources and strategies for improving aone's
gconomic pesition and +tor avolding a fali! i1nto entreme poverty
have altered considerably since the e2arly years of the colonial
period. For the generation born beftore 1220, 1t was possible to
accumul ate resources through trading and, o a2 lesszer eutent,
through farming, procvided one had a minimum endowment of land and
cattle (though not necessarily large initizl holding=) and the
ability to discern profitable modesz of adaptation to change=z 1n
the local ecoromy. Such a strategy was 3 viable alternative to
long~term labour migraticn.

The mern who followed this strategy all maze thair children s
education fherr WmaJor inveziment, however, 28 1t became clear by
the 1R7Tisz that scucat:icr providesn the key o upward mobility,. A
incressingly, stagnant local scomgmy removed farm snd aff-farm
rural activitiss as a source of accumelat:con Comparable to
better-pai1d wage employment. Sams of these children -
particuiarly those who finished their ecucation in the late 19Z0s
and 1940z, when the upper reaches of the labour market opered up
to Africans - were able to get better-gpaird protessional
gemployment, sc that theilr fathers’' comparative prosperity was
translated into an sdvantaged positionm for thsir children. These

pecple ar= now almost all employed in the wrban areas and 1t 1z
&cc=zss tc thelr remittances, together with =ztate pensians, which
15 the chief factor determining the distributicn of irmcoms in the
rural community.

Feusr and fewer rursl residents can be expected to benetfit
trom =uch remrttances 10 future, however. The rtrarsmi=ssion of
gecornom:c agdwvantaje between generaticne has become increasingly
difficult because of the massive increass in the numbers of young
peOple with secondary-schocling, coupled with fslling Jjob
opportunit:es in the 1970 and S0=s. fFfew people resident in the
rural asreas are able to educate their children to the levels now
required for them to get profes=ziornal jcbs.

Consequently, the rursal -l;t
and less congruent with the dominant

rn
1
m
n

be espected to become less
asz at the natiocnal level.
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produce conflicts agwar the others arc, sventually, have led to
[ = +

pressure for change 1n ths ciher slement

!
.

Geander Selat:cns Perors

Laboil M1 granon

1

From what 13 hnown about pra-cplorRial Lud commun:it:es, 1t
appears that they were 10 a2 =tate of :onszcerqb‘e tlw 1n the
FE€ars rmmed;iately bhetore the arriwval of the Britiszh 1n the 18%0s,
wlith many communitie= =hi1+ti trom a predomirantl, pastoral
economy towards One Norz Dased an agriculture as they qmoved from
the drier arezz around Lale /ictoria into higher, better—-watered
ground. There appears Lo hiave been a concomitant i1mcrszase in
male invol vement in agriculture, but, on the whole, the bulk of
agricultural apd domestlc work was sti1il done b, womern.=

Set+iement and kinship affi1liation w
lineages of agnaticalliy-related mals

urtlt=s wers the first the compound, hypic contalning a
polygyncus zenior mals, his wives and he hous=2s of younger
brothers and married scocn=z, and, withain the comgound, the houcse;
orme for =ach married woman and her children. Women married 1nto
lineages, usually from guite distant cla

gra largely bsased wpon
. The primary domestic
.-

Each married woman appears o have besn respornzsible for
tinding most of the food =upply for her house. To thi1= end she
was allocated at least crhne field for her cwn use. Informants
relate that s woman had the power to make plantinmg deciziens and
had contrcl over the crops coming from theze {fislds, 1ncluding
, Even though her husoand was rejarded as having
author:ty over the land. ‘In Dholuo, the distincticn
made between the perz=on having awthority over ths f.12ld -

WaS

wuon pugdho - and the person witn wliimats auvthorit, cwer the
land - wuon lowo. ! A husband had Ri1s own Field, called mondg,
largely workec oy his wives, anc he was shpected Yo maksz good any
stortfall 10 his wives food supplies with Crogs Ccoming from the
mondo. Dtrerwise, these Crops wer2 hiz TS di1z2gose of as he =aw
ti%t, and 1% wase throcugh the sschange of surplus gralin for cattle,
whilich coulZ be used a3 bridewesalth, that men were able to
sccumulate power and prestige. The at:zli1ty to accumal at
resources therefore ultimatz! - depended on control over female

Tran=formstiors

srliv decades nof mazz labour—-migration:t
- 1950z

12 The
1270

Hi

Labour migration does not seem to have made a significant
impact cn divisions of labour before the 1770z, when migration by
Mmarried nen became wldespread. From then conwards, the basic
division of rezponzibilities 1n most Koguta households was
increasingly between migrancy by men and a holding together of
the rural househoald and farm by wamen. Thiz arvangzment gave

S 1M

= -

. Sgurcesz: Butterman (1579), Evans=Fritchard :(194%), Hay
(1972), Fala (1977), Southall (1752}, Whiszon (1944), Wilcon
119461} ard oral evidence.
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many women de facto responsibilit, for day—-to-day management of
the howsehocld and the +arm, as well as the entire farm iaccur
burdsen. Mo+ all =ucH responsisilitles were novel: 1T haz already
beern suggested that Luo women had a degree of autonom; 1 Ehe
marmagemect =t theli~ gardens anad nouscehold food-szupplies, but many
wivesz of migrants inor saszngly became managers of a unifi=ad farm,
prote=ctors of the household property and guardians of their

chilgdren. =

Flthough there was differentiaticn 1n the wages recziwved by
migrants from the sarliest ysars, i1nequalities 1n 1ncome trom
enrployment did not bring about 1mmediate differentiation 1n
leveles of farnm production or striking differences betwesn the
roles of womern in drfferent migrant housesholds. The wiwves of
mo=t migrants remalned in Koguta, providing the housshold food-
sepply from farming and undertaking seasonal trading to ful+til
gome ot their cazh neeseds. Mozt wives of migrants took on th1
cruclal holding-role because their husbands were toc far away,
for toc long, ko play much of & rolz ia day—-to-day hous ehold
deci=ron-making.” EBut I found no evidence that wives cf better-

£ migramtz were able o use remittancesz to eupand farm
roduction to any significant extent.  The suggestion that some
WwOmEN wWere able to do so is central to Kitching's hypothesis of a
dyramic link between off—+tarm ang farm inequalities in the

n

=mallrclder areas of Fenya.® It restzs on a misperception of the
wses of migrant remittances and the gender relatians which played
a largs part 1n detarmining their use.

Fzw migrants 1nvested in farming beyond the replacement of
Lfelr cwn labcur power. Instead, migrant remittances weres
initially sgent on tanration and consumption goods, and invested
rn = whiils m1grant5 1o better-paid emplovyment also

h tmertzs, primarily 1in Zatile and schogl f=es.

rtage and lcw retuwns toc farming discouraged much

1eesztment 1n sdditional wives and & large proportion of the
TAattlz a-cquired appear to have beern invested in school +ees.
Mozt migrantz would not have been sble to atford to use their
wagss to invest 1n expanded farm production, but better-paid
MiJrants ware alsc reluctant to do so. Low price=s, pcor
trfraziructure and Jdistance fram markets were clearly important
factors limiting the returns to farm 1nvestment, but, &= the
gn1ztencz of a small rnumber of resident male farmers and traders
tndirgstzz, the, were not 1rmitially overwhelming., A key factor
seemz Lo have been that fzw migrants were willing to delegate
finarmg: sl rezponsibility and decisiaon—-making power to thelr

=
reluctancs ztems from & deep-seated distrust of
iability that 12 =xplored 10 mare detail later., It 1
&t has continued to the present, when better-off
P )
T1Qrants prefer more easily Mmanaged investment 1n real estate to
farm production supervised by their wives,

b
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. Hay 11980

7. Cf, Hay (1972); Lovett (198%9). For Southern African
comparisons, See EBozzol:r (198%3), and Feters’ critigue of Bo-tzola
irn Feters (1927).

8. FKitching (198G
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Petween households witkh regard to patterns of responsibility and
contral, A1l these chanrges have been the subject of i1ntense
contlict,

»

11 The i1mpact of scoromis decline

The dominant hHiztorical trends since the Second World War
have been an absolute decline 1n agricultural producticn, with a
consagquentl,y i1Ncresszing nerRd for caszh to buy food, and, alongsias
this, a cr:mat‘: JF1ss 1n the number of essential househald iteme

] i1ch can be met only with cash, accelerating the

process by whxch differences 1n access to remittances from the
wrban areaz have become the most important determinant of
Cconomic 1nequality. Differences 1n the resource endowments anc
demographic structure of ruwral households also edert a power+ul
rn¥fluence, howsver.

Trhese procezses of ditferentiation have glven rise to both &
fzirl, wide spread of 1ncomes and striking contrasts betweern the
ways 1n which rural househclds get cash 1ncomes. There are
househalds in which the bulk af caszsh 1ncome cames from
remlittances (mostly from husbands and children, or as pencians)
&anS houszeholds with no access to remittance incomes, getting cas

from their farms, a medley of off—-farm activities and transfers
from ki and friends. The majlority of households lie between
theze esxtremes, their cash incomes coming from a number of
SourCes. The mat=ri1al links between ruwral and urban householids
are Ioming wunder increasing strawn, however, with remittance
lncemes freguently low and intermittent, reflecting faliing rezl-
1ncomes 11 the urbarn arasas and the crisise 1n the urban labour-
maryret. & household’ = erda:ment of land and the ability of 1%z
memberz to ungartake more labouwr-intencive cash—c.applng, Tt
farm acti.itizs, therszfore Y0 & large degree determine the extent
LS Wwhizn £ can meet 1ts CZash needs,

i their efforts to gst cash, not atl 1ndividua15 Fave
followeg similar strategies and the effectivenesz and popularit:,
Ot fthe var:ious ztrategies available has altered in response to
tha or

armging political —economic context. Farming was never a
Scuris of large—-scale accumulation 1n Roguta, although & small
Minorit, zuccessfully followed strategies based around a
cambination of farming and rural off-Ffarm activities, the:ir
chlldran thern moving into relatively well-paid urban employment.
For the majority, farming has provided a secuwrity function which,
1 combination with labour migration, 18 becoming increasingly
precarisuz as ftarm production and urban Jocb-prospectzs fall. Foor
returns fto rurzal off—farm activitiss, and low remittances {fram
thelr zZkildren, have promptad some retired migrants to attempt to
get an adeguate r1ncome from 1ntensive cultivation of vegetables
and the, have recently been joined in this activity by some of
the younger men who have given up trying to survive on the urban
l sbhour-martet. In theze households, farming 1s much more than a
holding actiwvity. But cash—cropping 15 a strategy requiring
great efforts for low and risky returns which are exaterbated by
the +fact that prematurely-returned migrants usually have the
smxllezt landholdings of all, because they belong to a generat:ion
which is 1mheri1ting & portion of the already small holdings of
their fathers. Many younger men are therefore naot prepared to

Hea b v bt LA M FERCR i U St ol B e et g b




follow & cach-cropping strateg, and they rely for money o odd-

Joks and petty trading, whilz2 their wivss Jrow a small amount of

food on tiny glot=s anc therwzse r2l . o pett, trading and

frarstvoers f-2m relatives and friendz Tor fsod. The

precarigusness of this w ot life hardl, nesds to S5e pointed aut
=t

ey
y AT roessperiencing 1t, many young men retwrn to try their
luck again on the wrban labow -market. It remains Lo be seen
whether retwn migration by younger men will eventually become
permanent, asz Lhey decide that the =Zsarch tor wurban employment 1 s
hopeles=z, aor whether the, will continue to move back and farth
between the rural and urban 1nformal sectors.

111} Curr-ent patterns of regponcsibility amd acceszcs to

]
re=sourcaes

The transformation of the bassis of the hcusehold ecocnomy
from the farm Yo cash incomeé has chanmgsed especrtatiocns and
exacerbated conflicts between men anc wamen over spheres of
domes=tic authority and responsibil:t, and alszo provides the
content to contemporary mechanisms of differentiation between
rural households.

In a small minority of househoclas, the growing need for cash

Fas been met largely from remittances. Some of these households
consict of the wives and children of migrant men doing cleric;l
or supervisaory work. Cthers conta:n men retired from similar
Wwork who now receive occcupational penczigns. In both typez of
housshcld, the bulk of remittances tend to come from & singie
FOUrize nnd be rece.ved by ane housebold membsr, the waoman 1n thes
former case and the man in the latter. Either arrangeaent lzaves
the wifs almost =antirely +1nnnc1a¢-y depandent upon her nusoand
&nd responsible for only the dstail
Therz 1s less preszurs on her
=ngag=s 1 rndependernt ecCcongmic

very; passive role i1n their h no
zimply recelising a regular allowance
Houszhiol d reproductlon i
€arnings and women’'s rol
domesz=tic labour and a s=
production.

1
t

domesiic management.
12 on other women Lo
and many Such women play
Fimancial affairs,
o Cover +ood purchazes.
fundamentzliy dependent on male
1o reproduction 12 limited to providing
urity function through their farm
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Many 1ntormants, male and femalz, cited a gattern in which
the man provides the caszh income for the houszehold as the 1desl
distribution of responeibilities amd power. A ‘gocd husband ',
dichwo msber, gives his wife sncugh money for her to feed the
houzehold, as well as providing clothing, hcuzebold goods anc
=ghacl tees. Such an 1desl =tandzs 10 considerable contrast to
the pre-colonial pattern of iemale ’ESEDHSlbil-tf for the bullk of
Rougetold provisicning and retlectz the fact that avoiding
poverty depends =o greatly on a rescurce - pa:d employvmernt - to
which men dominate access. Decades 10 which rural women became
increasingly dependent on remittancez in order to buy food seem,
therefore, to havae moditfied the i1deal of a good husband and
proper division of responcibilitiezs within the household from &
pgre-colonial i1deal of relative avtoncmy far the woman within
well ~defined spherecs towards a more unitied model that assumes
ultimate male authaority, Zuch & dezl algo reflectz the ideal of
Mmale "breadwinner’ and pater{fam 11155 promcted by mission
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Chriztianity. For many women, trading carries a stigma of
poverty and women getting an adequate :ncome pride themsa! . eg on
Qot be:ng obliged to "31t 1n the market .

o

There 1z otten 3 d: between this modesl ot t“he
Nousehold az an ec2onomMlc wn: an the behsaviouwr of 1ncoi .iduals
with:in hgusehclds, 2ven wherz the man 15 the main earner <f cash
income. Several better-oft couples whose finances follow this
mods]l prided themselves on taking decisions together - "We sit
and discuss"; "We decide together" , but realiifies were gften
rather different. For erample, 1n one houszhold where ths
hussand and wife were self-consciously “modern", the hustand, a
retirad professional, personally beocught most of the food with his
peEnsion. Un many occasicns they stressed the fact that they
dec_d-d ever ything together and contrasted the egalitarian and
uni fiec nature of therr hcusehold with that of other people 1n
+he communlty, & more aczurate picture of their relationship
emerged when the wife fell guite seriouzly 111l with malariza anc
Mer husband refused to zive ner money for hospital fees, or even
Lo by, medicine. "I am Jjust a body", she complalned. "When I am
=iCk, e doesn’'t care at all.’
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Ths quest:on of the extent to which households are units and
the ztrategieg of members conform to common goals is anm izsus
which lies just below the surface of discourse in kKoguta. HWomen
complalin about husbandes who do not support them anmd their
children, whi:le parentz complsin about urcziring children, In
this rezgect, the ic=2al of an ecormomically unified housshold can
S uzsd as a3 claim an men "z, ang ghildren’s, rezources, by other
housenold members,

-

n

Sut the 1deal 1= alsc :
azIszz to Zazh lncomes. Mar, men +e=l grea
irndependent aconomis actiwvl
will ©e made clear below, many
invglved 1n off-farm zctivitiss

+ women 'z restricted
ambivalencs zbout
Ty, 5y their wives and, alihcough, as

waomen ares becoming inmcreas:ingl
s, men who are Jjust able to zust
their houzeholds' enpenditure neecz pref2r not Lo Qi.e their
cope for gaining an rrndependent inrcome.

o
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This reluctance reflect
m:granmt almozt 1pevitabi:

= the fact that, although the wife of
plays a greater managerial rzole inm

fiy
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the household than the wi.es of most non—migrants, a greater
decizicon—making role for women 1s considered to pase a :threat to
the authorit, of men and, hence, to the unity of the household
a&nd, uwltimately, the whole soc:al order.® It iz & topiz that
m&eEn guickly warm to, using & discourse thdt combines a fear of
the =upposedly chaotic potential of women's sexuality with a
Stre=zz on the diwvided loyalties of a woman who has always married
1N +from another clan.

Luo men do not like their wives to trade, because they
“hink that they will walk arounc. tJudith Achieng)*®

F. Cf. Farkin (1973)
1. To protect informants’ anonymity, all name= have been
changed.
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Women don t know how Lo ool afher mone, properly.
They taie the morne,, leave the houzfes and wander arsund
s+ the country - t£2 Magmbsza, Nairob: - and ftnrne, want to
show cf<, for =z.ample, o, bu,ing clothes, but a man
tne maone, aroperl;, for enample, by

Wwill want Lo use
paying =chool =2

Yery few Luo womsn trade, becauss they ars weak
(compar=a2d with Fikuyd women). Their huzpands are not

willing tor them £t <-ade, becauss
do whan they ares away, fram home,
mer . Some women ar2 trus

this, but 1t 1= better for
(Fhilip Qowang)

Lu
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the woman *o be older.

2t what they might
ike going with other
ed and they dz tirrade like

Luo men take their wives ' trading income...a Luoc woman
who travels around trading 12 called a grostituts.
(Mary Anyango)

There ares not many ways for & woman tc get money around

hers. S when a man sees hi
susEpiclious.
(John Obala)

m

Thesze comments convey a basic distrust of womern -—
loyaltiesz and their sexualiiy. B woman 13 &
married imn fram snother clanm and who can rare

at n

Ly
trucsted. She has a rampant seusuality t! esds to be

wife with money, he gets

their

n ocutsider who has
bhe completely

clocsel y

controll=asd amd thiz 1= becst dome by restrictin her mowements. &
Y ng

mobile woman 1s suspect, becauss mavemnent and sexual lau

"

1ty are

practically s=ynonymous and both threatsn the —ochesiveness of her
marital home. A woman with her own rescurcss may leave her

fustand for another man.

The i1magery both harmon:ises and clashes with the realities

ot gender relations. There 1z 2 continuity betweern what

13 known

ot pre-colonial Luo s=cciety and the prasent 1n the conflicting

loyalties =et up by virilocal marriages, but zThe supposit

1on that

Lue women are likely toc take the firzt opportunity to leave their
Afushand=s 1= str:ikingly at variance with the low divorce rate. 1t
12 difficult for a Luo woman permanently to leave her husband and

few do sg. 1t

But az well as being bazed on fears cf women’'s latent
senuality, and unreliability, the wizh to control the movement of
women has arigins 1n the reorganisation of the serual division of

latour on which labour migraticn has depended. For the rural
Focusahold tec be maintained, 1t 13 2ssential that someone remailn
to hold 1t together. Fegular trading, with the continual

travelling it requires, threatens this pivotal role.

The disquiet felt by many men at the thought of allowing
women to get ecornomic resowcese :1ndependently also arises from &
fear of gower ztruggles between 2 man and = ‘strong woman  (dhako

rateqgo). Relationships within households are sometimes
A4S & Teros-zum game:

11. C+. Fotash ((1978)

described



When the man 13 up, the woman 1s down and when the man
1=z down, the womam 13 uUp.
(Helen Awuor)

ANd Lthe key Lo wWwho 1= J4p or down 13 relative Sconomic power.

It 15 1ncome which

mates a woman strong. The thing

that makes & man =itrong 13 that he does not want to be

conquered 1n terms of getting i1ncaome for the family,.

{Jokn Obala)’
Contlict over a womar ' trading activity — &nn Auma

Anm Auma = huscand 1€ & station master for Henya Raillways,
working 10 the Ristt “Yalley. Each month, he sends her around
eEhe. ) and thiz 1= abouvt 7S% ofr her cash 1ncome.

m

[

Zhe used o live with him in the Rift Valley and =she started
ng 10 maitze between the Rift VYalley and KEisumu,

When I began trading, my husband said it was a waste of
money, because protfits would be made very =mall by the
high price of mairze and by the transport costs. He
alsg sai1d that I would run away fraom him. But on the
tir=t trip, ! came back with EShs.&500. He told me to
give him the money and he s&s1d that he d:d this because
the money could make me leave him.

After taling the money, he did nothing with 1t for
a long time, but then he used i4L to buy four sacks of
malze for me Lo trade with, This time I made KShs. 1700
and he toobk the mconey again, He used some of 1t tc buy
thing=s +for ths house.

mother woman trading 10 maize advised me to give

the mone,; to my husband and then he would ses that I

waz=n 't waszting :t or walking around with 1t. So fraom
then on 1 did 1t like that. Zometimes there would be
Sutra mairze 1n a sack, s I would keep the extra money
from 1t and I =till have it.

yvIn 1988, Anm came to live 1n V.oguta, to oversee the
building of a mud and cement house and she i3 now
permanently resident. .l

I'm going to start trading again, but I won't tell
my husband. I'1l u=e =ome of the money he =sends me to
start 1%, But 1f he knew I was trading, he wouldn 't
bring money. [ will tell him about it eventually.

Armn 'z husband s objections to her trading centred arcund the

suggestion that she would at the least waste her income and at
worst be sexually unfaithful (the "wandering’ she mentione has
zenual overtones 1n Dholua), or even leave him. She was able o
continue trading only by =stritiing % bargain that lost her almost
all control over her profits. An attempt to trade from her rural
home would lose her his remittances.

Ann s husband’'s attitude fto her activities is typical of the

answer= informants give to general guestiong about the attitude
ot Luo mern to 1ndependent economic activity by their wiwves.
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Az ane would e;ipect 1n an, collecticn of belizfs, Lug gender
idenlogies are not all corngruent ang people voice contrasting

attitudes to domestis relationship:s i1n diffsrent contexts. When
describing :deal dcomest:s relationships, both setes draw on the
concept of winjruolk, ‘understanding’. In & home whers there 1%
winjrugk, men and women cg-operate according to tneir enpected
roles, which 1n the man s case amounts to the benigr uze of his
ultimates author:ty. When describing this idexl in English, Luo

people often use the word ‘co-ordinaticn’. It can be achieved
anly i+ women accept the authority of men and it can be
undermined by an averly assertive woman.

Becausze of & combination of growlng rural cazh-needs and
falling urban real-wages and employment prozpects, for a growing
majority of rural houszeholds, remittances received are wholly
inadequate for reproduction and many houzetolds do not receive
remittances to any zignificant extent. Reproduction of many
households has theretore become increasingly dependent on
members’ ability to ezrn a cash 1ncome through off-farm
activit:es, such as petty commocdity, production, trading and farm
labouring, and, to a lesser extent, on transfers from beyond the
household. Consequently, economic roles are in flux to am extent
that in some cases amounts to & transtformation of gender
relations and househcold structurss and which also challenges
received gender-steresotypes. The ideal pattern of male
"breadwinrer’ and dependent wife g far from the necessities of
zursival in most households.

»
In manmy households where the husband ma

1ntains active
contact, or 18 even resident, he t+inds 1t =sufremely difficult toc
play this role. [+ a migrant, he often carmnot zend remittarncss,
Jry 1+ Ne :1s residernt, he has few cpportunities for earning a
regular income.

Saome women have altogether lost aczss:s to their husbands’
incomes, taking on full financial responzibility for them=zslves
arnd their children., Where the man 1€ & migrant, this de-coupling
of the rural and wurban components of househoclds leaves women as
eftective household hescs, but, unless they ars widows, their
authority iz praovisicnal - sttendant on the pozzibility of their
husbands " 1ntervention. They therefore usually lack the ability
to acquire or dizpose of household asssts a= they see fit,

The declinming ability of most rural households to satisfy
their focd reguirements from farming bas alsa thrown up a
contradiction between the deszire of men who are sti1ll trying to
provide their wives with a cash i1nmcome that &llows their wives to
remain at home and the growing need for them to find off-farm
scurces of cach. Although there 1¢ considerable recsistance to
independent econam:ic activity by women, many men have eventually
abandorned their hostility. Women who trade typically commented
that their husbands had nct at Ffirst liked the idea, but then
they saw that they could bring home money and they no longer
cbjected.
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Wives of resident mer who trade regularly typically have
Much nore author:t, than those who dc not, because their command
of & Ccash 1ncome gives them a Jreatsr volce 1n houvseholc
decis:on—making. Man . of these womern are stribing i1ndl -
avthoritative 1n manner and tirzlez:s 1n their struggles
cash.
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Grace Ochola’'s husband, Jamez, had an industrial accident 1,
1958 and lost his job 1n a tea-processing plant in the Nandi
Hills, He ha= been at home e.ver since. He 1s not able to do
farm wort because of his 1njury, but he herds his cattle and
works a= a Church teacher.

Shaortage of money for schocl fees prompted Grace to start
regular trading 1n 1977 and zhe now trades virtually full-time in
second-hand clothes; one of the best-paying types of petty-—
trading avairlable locally, althnough illegal. She buys clothing
in Nairobi every week and sells 1t in Sondu market.

Zhe farms with hired lébourers, whom she herself pays.
Srace makez all the decisions about the farm, but James and she
both sell crops and whoever sells them keeps the money.

Grace pays ftor all the hcucsehold s food purchases and shzs
alzo finarmces the bulk of the children’s =school fees. James and
& have together bought a plot of land and they are jcintly
1&g for a rental house to be bull% anm it

Womer at difrersnt stages of the life-cycle face different
Tornztraints on their 2+fort=s to sarn an adequate cash i1ncome.
Mar, of tne younger wemen have heavy child-care responsibilitiss
and <ery =mall plots of land +or growing crops; older women,

though freer to trade or do farm labouring, are aften far mcre
burdened ©y the need to pay school tees.

Women also differ i1n thei1r abil:ity to earn a regular income.
A congparatively small number are able to become regular traderszs,
but & meore common pattern i3 for a woman to juggle several
activities.

Women on their own — Margaret Owete and Jennifer Ajow:

Margaret Quete and Jennifsr Ojwang’ 'z husbands are low—income
urtan migrarmts. Margaret’'s husband is a tailor and Jenn:fer =
busband is a night-watchman. Jenn:ifer ‘s husband never sends
money home and Margaret = husband sends about KShes. 30 every few
monthes,

From selling vegetables, on which the profits are lower,
Margaret has built up a business as a maite trader in Sondu
marktet, making a prafit of KShs.30-70 a day, three times a weel,
This fteeds her and the one child still remaining at home but in
order to pay her son’'s secondary-school fees, she used to weork as
a farm-labourer in Fericho District, going every week in the
weeding and harvest seasons.
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Urlike Margsret, Jenniter has no singls, mnajor source of
cash ipcome. Her house s 1n & poor state of repair and she has

almost noc furnmiture. Zhe hazs 9 children and a garden of 2.9
acres on lang that +lzoocds =ss1l, ard 15 the 1922 rloods sne lost
all her crop=s. She zur.i1ves o, selliing basis+tz, by farm
labour:ing and from the mconey, tocd and household goods she 1s

girven by relatives.

The key to the differences betwe=n these women appears to
lie in the fact that Jermnifer has =0 many childresn that she has
never been able to save money to use as caprtal to start regular
trading, her L1ncome bpeEing (mmed:ately swallowed up by her food
purchases. Moreover, Margaret has a much =maller household,
which greatly reoucez "he time she has to spend looking afhter her
ctildren.

Mo=t households where the husband has returned to live at
home receive only small, infrequent remittances and the various
income-earning strqgeg1es thecse men tollow have already been
described. The pressing need s find a cazh income has led some
men to appropriate their wives labow for the purpose of cash-
cropping in a manner =imilar to the conflicts played out in the
12305 and 40s in the houssholds of the rursal elite. In other
households the failure of men to 2ngage in farm work or find a
re2liable source of income has prompted women to take on most of
the farm worl asnd decision—making and often also most of the
finarncial responsibilities. The differencesz in power relations
are clear 1n the cases of the Ctienos and the Opiyos.

Maie t

|'1|

boover - George and Alice Jtienc

0

George Oti1eno and his wife, Alice, are i1in their early
thirties. In 1985, he lost his job as a ftractor driver on &
sugar estate and he returned to toguta, tr,xng to make a living
locally By combining farming and brick-maling,.

Gecorgse has 3 two-acre farm. Alice and he plant and weesd the
“rops together, but Alice dces the harvesting alaome, because it
coincides with the time that Gedrge makes bricks. He makees all
the deci=sigrs about the farm and he gets the inmcome from the
tomatoes and onions that Alice sells in Sondu market. He also
pays for food, clothing and large hQusehold~-gowud=, while she buys
small things tor the house. He gives her meoney each week.

Alice does about two days’  paid farm labouring in the
weeding s=eason and she regularly makes and sells bashkets. But
George recently decided that she should start trading in small
things like socap, while he intends to look for work again in the
Sugar Belt.

George s appropriation of ARlice’'s labour power and his
takeaver of all significant economic resouwrces have their origin
in the ideological legacy of labour migration and the shrinking
resource-bases of rural households. A man liwving at home who
tries to feed and clothe the housshold is a good husband and his
invalvement in farming is seen as & help to his wife, not a
takeover ot her sphere.
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Men who are involved 1n farm wortk describe themselvesz, and
are described by women, as helping ‘. This role 1nvolves an
SNtitlement to a role 10 farm dec1§10ﬁ‘mak1ng arnd a shares of crop
Iricome and :t s then aon 2 3hort step tg 411 dppropriat:aon,
Justified by “he man - er fimanc:al FEsSponzibiities and his
ult:imate ownerzhip of «p land. AN ol der woman has more
authorit, to resizt fgj1 Appropriaticen angd work out a Compraoml se
whershy her Busband ancd she share crop lncome and ti1mancial
responsibilities. Younger women like Alice, sti11 seen as
Dewcomers tg the-communxty, are more likvely to be in her
Pos1tion.
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ter female recponsibility - Martin &nd Catherine Opivo

m

Martin Opi1vyo used to do casual work A4S & picker on a tea

=stats in Fericho. For most of the time that he worked in
Fericho, his wite, Catherine, lived 1n Loguta, He used to zend
Ner tairly regul ar remittances, which she used tg buy foed for
+

“he rcuszehcld and wheat flour that she made 1nto mandaszi ‘a kind
ot doughnut' and sold. When he wagz not Picking tea, Martin did &
little grain trading from home, but he dig very little farm wort.
After hie return for good in 1977, he continued in this pattern,
but he eventually scld the donkeys he used fgr grain transport to
P&, =chool fees ang now he has rfo regular =z=gurce ~¢ incaome. He
=till dges very little farm WGk .

Consequently, the bulk of the farm work hasg fallen ontco

Latherine, while Martin slsg takes very little role in making
dezisions about the farm. He spends most of his time looking
attsr Hiz emall herd of cows and goats.

Catherine and Martin have 3 adult sons snd 2 adult
daushtere, The sons VEr y Gccasicnally send money home, arnd one

ot the daughters regularly zends zmall 3MoOUnts to her father amd
nother separatsly., The Opiyos are Foeter;ng one of her sons and
Rer daughter often COWmEes o =tay in the school holidays,

Dur1ng the period when he took part in the budget sSurvey,
Martin recei--ed FKShe.Z000 in bridewealth arnd, as well as
PUrchnazing bridewealth cattle for one of his sons, he bought
“Shs. 218 of food: & large proparticn of the household =
®'penditure on food thac menth, Normally, he does not contr:bute
much tz fgog purchases, as the bulk of the money for theze comes
from the baclets that Catherine makes. Her health is now toc
Poor for her +g get monev from trading or farm labourlng anc
lilnessz sometimes preventz her from making baskets, Martin was
abiz tp step 1n by Using the money ha hagd received fgor
bridewealth. On other oczasions, the household has to manage
Without purchaced toods.

The Opiyo household demonstrates what happens when the
husband doez not fulf:il expectations of what constitutes a ‘good
hisband'. Hieg wite takee om mpst day-to-day tfinancial
FESponsibilities by default, but she “usually lacks the resources
L0 do more than keep her head above water, because women +ind it
YEry difficult to accumulate capital for large-scale trading or '
Sinking into seeds and hired labour for c€ash cropping.
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Contemporary domezt:ic ralatigonshipe: zonclusion

.
Felati1onshipz within housenholds 1n Zontemporary koguta, and

the 1deology which legit:mates them, are 1n a state of flu:,
elperiencing severes striains that are esuerting pressure for
change.

The 1nability of growing numbers of men, migrants and
returned migrants, toc meet their householdse needz=z far cash
originates firet 1n a crisis 1in the urban labour-market that has
stemmed the flow of remittances and, second, 1n a long-term
decline in the local economy that has undermined the ability of
farming to fulfil the food needs of most rural households, while
also limiting opportunities for earning a cash income. Decade=s
ot labow migration have given rise to the expectation that men
and women follow a divicsion ot responsibilities in which the
husband acts &z a ‘breadwinner’, but economic necessity makes
this divi=zion contentious and often unsustainable.

Conzequently, new divisions ot respaonsibility, sometimes
amounting to new household forms, are appearing. But male
involvemsnt in finance and decision-making covers a spectrum from
considerable control to desertion and no clesan break can be made
between male- and female-headed households.

In the howeesholdz whers husbands’ razmittances and visits are
€0 irregular fhat the wives are etfectively household headsz, mal
invelwvement izio§ten tntermittent; women’'= authority is
provisional. Thiz point applies wiFh even greater force when the
husbard lives at home but does not contribute much to the
household food supply. Negotisating spheres of authority in such
c3ses 1s = delicate business. Wemen gain access to most
produc<ive resowcss through their relationships with men,
nusbands and sons, and their power over these resources 1S
therefore temporary and subj=ct to challenge. Indeed, another
trend whilich may grow is towards appropriation of a woman's
labour—-power by her husband in householdz where the man has given
up trying to survive on the urban labour-market and is attempting
to get & cash income from farming.

The one avenue tg accumulation oy women on their own
account, trading, is zeverely limited by low demand in the local
economy: by their farm and domestic workload; and by deep-seated
hostility on the part of men to the threzt trading carries of z
loss of control over women and a disruption of the rural
houzehold. Many rural womer have therefocre =seemn their economic
responsibilities increase, but find it almast impossibly
dif+ti1cult to fulfil them.

The less a man can contribute to the household budget,
however , the weaker is his case ajainst hic wife's trading, and

it hacs been shown how come men Now acguiesce and even encourage
their wives to start trading. In ane case the decisicn was taken

as part of the husband = strategy for household income—-earning:
more cammonly, it reflects a pragmatic acceptance. I+ the woman
becomes a successful trader, her domestic power grows with her
responsibilities and she may successfully challenge the material
and ideological constraints which =6 hem in other women. Women
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lite this are & small minority and trading 1s such a low—sarning
and risky activity that few can hope toc emulate them. It 1s
st111 far from clear whether their example will legitimise more
widely the growing need for women to look for off-farm sources of
lncome.

Conclusion: Miarat:on and Changing Divisions of Labaur

Several themes run through this analysis of changing
relationships within households in Koguta. In the background are
the seri1es of transtormaticns 1n the political economy of Western
benya which have taken place since the beginmning of colonial rule
tthe emergence of mass labour-migration; economiz decline; and
the impact of the crizis in the urban labour—-market)., These
tramztormations have both rested on and precipitated changing
houzenold divisions of labour, in the narrow sense of who
aztually dcez what and 1n the broader senze aof diviszions of
domesstic responsibility and power. Labowr migration involwved
upheavals in domestic relationships, but these have not been
uniliinear. Eroadly, speaking, the advent of a migrant-1abour
ecornomy initlally threw much of the burden of household
reproduction onto women, but declining agriculture and rising
wban real-wagesz :n the 1%30=s and &0 together promoted a growing
role for remittancez from migrant males in the reproduction of
marny householdz=. More recently, rising uwrban unemployment and
unceremployment, tcocgether with falling wban real-wage=s, have put
enormcus strains on the links between the urban and rural “oguta
Feople and many women, agsln, are shouldering responsibility for
hou=zshold regroduction.

4

& =zgcond i1mportant theme hazs been differentiation. In the

outline gt charmging divisiomns of laboww just given, the term
many 12 used several times because patiterns of change have been
far from uniform, being bound up with processes of accumulation
and 1mpoverishment at the household level that have themselves
been subject to profound long-term changes ag congtraints,
opporturnities and 1ncividuals’ strateglies have altered. Ver:y
broadly zpeating, some women became more economically dependent
on their husbands, losing control over decision-making, while, in
others women hawve been largely cut-off from access to male
incomes and have, in the process, become substantially autonomous
from male authority. Many women have found themsel-vez in
1ntermedi1 ate posi1ticn=, where spheres af respoeonsib:ilit, and
control are the cbject=sz of comtlictk.

In zome households resident men appropriated their wives'
farm labour-power, while 1n others the woman worked the farm on
Ner own account. In yet others a division of gardens, crops and
crop income has been negotisted.

The non-uniform, non-linear nature of changesz in household
divisions of labour has raised the guestion throughout of the
processzes by which the changes described in terms of other levels
of analysiz (political economy; household differentiation) have
been regictered, and struggled over, within households. Although
they szometimes obscure these processes, changing gender
ideologies can provide insights i1nto them by illuminating the
terms on which struggles within households have been played out.
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A key element linking the different levels of analysis has,
Wccordingly, been the concept of spheres of responsibility, since
these have pravided the arena 1n which domestic struggles have
taken place. The ability, and willingness, of women and men to
Play expected roles has been profoundly sffected by the
interaction of changing cilrcumstances and i1deas about rights to
resources and appropriate rolecs.

While, in some respects, these i1deacs have changed several
times, in others they have proved more endur:ing. In particular,
1t appears that a distrust of women’'s commitment to both their
marital and natal homes and an associaticn of women with forces
of disorder, was long reinforced by the threat that female
mobility hnolds to the pivotal role women have played 1n keeping
together rural households in the absence of their husbands. Now,
though, these ideas are under challenge from women with a
pressing rneed to find off—-farm sources of income.

Euccessive changes in the regional political economy,
altering procescses of accumulation and impoverisnment, and a
variety of responses to changing circumstances have given rise to
a tlux in key domestic relatiaonships and the ideclogies which
Justify them. This iz why the relationszhip of changing ideology,
behaviowr and cirmcumstances 1n Koguta i1s so difficult te
analyse. But it i an analysis which iz worth attempting,
because it provides an opportunity to avoid an wltimately zterile
opposition of action and structure and recognise their nw*uaﬂgcmu#duﬁvg
relationship. L
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