ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
The journey towards completing this research project has been long but educational. Its
completion is thanks in large part to God. Without God by my side, I would not even have
made it to my honours year.
To my supervisor, Mthobisi Ndaba. Thank you for your patience, understanding and support
throughout the research project. Without your contribution and knowledge, this research
project would not have been possible.
To my family; I would like to extend my deepest thanks and gratitude. Thank you for your
understanding when I couldn’t come to visit. Thank you for your words of encouragement,
they often reminded why I started this degree to begin with. A special thanks to my mother
Monica Ntombini and sister Sandiswa Ntombini, without your sacrifices, support, motivation
and prayers I would not have made this far. To my niece; Boikanyo Ntombini, at only 3
years, you continue to inspire me beyond my own imagination. Thank you for being the light
and carrying me through. To my best friend, thank you for challenging me, supporting me
and being a constant reminder that hard work pays. To my friends, thank you for your
continuous support, love and motivation. To my colleagues; class of 2017, when we started
this journey we were strangers now into the finish we have continued to be each other’s
strength and motivation. Thank you for the great four years.
To my participants, deepest thanks and gratitude for dedicating your time and participating in
the study. This was a difficult subject to tackle, but regardless you shared perceptions with
me without fail. Without your contribution, this research would not have been possible. I
appreciate each and every one of them.
To Westview Clinic, thank you for granting me permission to conduct my study at the centre
and for opening your offices for me to conduct my study. A special mention to Mr. Mokgethi
Balepile, Nkosha Ngoepe and Tumi Malefu, thank you for supporting the vision and me, your
motivation and support meant so much to me.

i

DECLARATION
I hereby declare that this research report is my own original and unaided work and that I have
given full acknowledgement of all the sources utilised.

………………………
Ayanda Veronica Ntombini

……………………...
Date

ii

ABSTRACT
In South Africa, violence has become normal and, to some degree, accepted rather than
challenged. As a result, South Africa is known as a country that is informed by the ‘culture of
violence’. This study explored men’s perceptions of Intimate Partner Violence (IPV) in
heterosexual relationships in Munsieville, Krugersdorp. Drawing on the imbalance theory,
the researcher explored men’s perceived understanding of Intimate Partner Violence as both
perpetrators and protectors. The study was carried out using qualitative research approach
that was exploratory in nature. A non-probability, purposive sampling procedure was applied
when identifying and recruiting participants for the study. A sample consisting of 12 men,
who reside in Munsieville, was collected. In-depth, face to face and semi-structured
interviews were conducted and Thematic Analysis was used to analyse the data. The findings
indicated that, the men’s perceived understanding of intimate partner violence was largely
informed by their perceived understanding of what an intimate partner relationship is. Ideas
of love and the level of reciprocity seemed to precipitate violence, especially in instances
where a woman refused to reciprocate. The men reported direct and indirect experiences to
Intimate partner violence. This indicated that Intimate Partner Violence was a problem in
Munsieville, although there was no surety on the extent of the problem. Ideas of femininity
and masculinity, patriarchy emerged as some of the factors that perpetuated Intimate Partner
Violence in the community. Moreover, Income imbalance, substance abuse and childhood
exposure were also reported as contributing to Intimate partner violence. The study also
revealed that men were largely the perpetrators and women were the victims.
Recommendations were provided for the development of prevention strategies to reduce the
occurrence of IPV and as well as future studies.
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