Title:

by:

Ro.

s o .;.;L‘;;j*;?_ggzgﬁ__‘ "

UNIVERSITY OF THE "WITWATERSRAND

AFRICAN STUDIES INSTITUTE

African Studies Seminar Paper
to be presented in R¥
4,.00pa SEPTEMBER 1988

Political Mythology and the Making of Natal's Mfecane.

John Wright

242




alig~

John Wright

Department of Historical Studies
University of Natal
Pletermaritzburg

Intreduction

Over the last twenty years or so the concept of the mfecane
has come to be deeply rooted as a notion round which much of
the history of southern Africa in the first half of the 19th
century is vritten. As generally used, the term refers to a
series of vars and migrations which are supposed to have been
sparked off by the emergence of the Zulu kingdom In the late
1810s, and then to have swlrled across most ¢f the eastern
half of the sub-continent. 1In the viev of many historlans,
these upheavals vere the direct cause of the profound changes
in the political map of southern Africa which took place in
the 18208 and 1830s, changes which in turn vere of the
greatest signlficance 1n shaping the nature of black-white in-
teractlion in southern Africa for the rest of the century. (1)

In a series of so far unpublished papers wrltten slnce 1983,
Julian Cobbling has feormulated a radlcal and sveeping critlque
of the notion that the mfecane actually happened. (2) While
not denying that the history of African societies in the ear-
lier 19th century vas marked by numercus violent conflicts, he
relects the particular significance which white writers since
a4t least the mid-19th century have attached to them. He
empasizes that they were a continuatlion of conflicts which had
begun leng before the 1810s, confllcts whose primary cause wvas
not the expansion of the Zulu kingdom but the onslaught whlch
Dutch and British settlers and imperlallsts at the Cape and,
to a lesser extent, Portuguese slavers at Delagoa bay vere
making on nelghbouring African socletles in their unrelenting
attempts to selze control of land and labour-powver. The
upheavals of the times had not une but several epicentres. The

1. For example J.D. Omer-Cooper, The Zulu Aftermath: a

- , London, 1966,
chs. 1, 12; P. Maylan,
South Afrlica, Cape Town, 1%86, ch. 4; R. Edgecombe, 'The
Mfecane or bOlfagane', In T. Cameron & S.8. Sples, eds., an_ll-
lustrated History of South Africa, Johannesburg, 1986, ch. 9.

2. J. Cobbing, 'The case againat the mfecane', unpublished
seminar paper, Universlty of Cape Towvn, 1983; 'The case
against the mfecane', unpublished semlinar paper, University of
the Witwatersrand, 1984 (a slightly modifled version of the
UCT paper); 'The myth of the mfecane', unpublished seminar
paper, University of Durban-Westville, 1987; 'The mfecane as
alibi: thoughts on Dithakong and Mbolompo', unpublished ms.,
1987.
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role attributed in the literature to the Zulu is not based on
historical svidence: rather, lt != a product of the search
made by Imperlalist and settler ldeoclogues for a plausible
alibl for the colonial-based interests whose aggressions were
ultimately responslble for the violence and social dlsruptions
of the perlod. For thelr own various ldeoclogical reasons,
subsequent gensratlons of historlans, lncluding that of the
present, have elther been concerned to malntalin the alibi, or
at the very least, have done nothlng to demonatrate ita fal-
sity. From this parspective the notlon of the mnfecane 1s noth-
ing but an interest-serving myth. Historlans, Cobblng argues,
urgently need to abandon not just the term itaelf, but the
whole set of interlinked assumptlons, distortlons and false-
hoods which it embodies, and to address themselves to the
business of developing an entirely new analysis of aouthern
African history in the late 1l8th and early 19th centuries.

This paper, vhich focusses speclflcally on the Natal reglon,
lends support to Cobbing's notion of the mfecane as amyth, (3}
It presents, in bald outline, the results of a survey of ac-
counts published slnce the late 1820s of the upheavals vhich
are supposed to have taken place In Natal south of the Thukela
river in the late 1310s and early 1820s. In thess literaxy
degscriptlons, as they have emerqged over a period of 160 years,
three elements have been found to recur. Flrat, that Natal
wvas 'devastated' (to use cne of a group of synonyms wvhich ap-
pear in the literature wlth monotonous regqularity) and its
population largely exterminated or driven out. Second, that
the devastation was the work of the Zulu. Third, that it vaa
carried out as an act of dellberate pollicy. Over time, the
historical context of what is hare called the devastation
stereotype has varied, but the three elements which make up
its content have remained firmly flxed. In lts entire history,
only one writer has made more than a token attempt to root it
in historical evidence. {4) From a historiographlcal perspec-
tive, the mfecane as It is supposed to have happened in Natal
turns out to be the latest rewvorking of a set of !deas whose
history dates back directly to the late 18208 and early 1830s.
Generatlon after generation of writers has uncritically
reproduced these ideas to form one of the most endurlng myths
in southern Afrlcan history-writing. Before the histary of
Natal in the early 19th century can be rewrltten, the poverty
of mfecane-theory’s lntellectual llneage has to be laid bare,
Thls paper aims, by outlining an explanation of hov the
stereotype came into existence, and vhy it has survived for so
long, to contribute to that process.

3. The argument that follows 1s a heavily compressed version
of a much longer study vritten as a chapter of a not yet com-
pleted Ph.D. dlissertation on the history and historlography of
the Thukela-Mzlmkhulu reglon in the late 18th and early 19th
centurles. My thanks go to Julian Cobbling and Phillp Bonner
for thelr critical comments on the fuller verslon.

4. This vas A.T. Bryant: see pp. 10-11 below.



The _sterectype created

The history of the devastatlon stersotype begins soon after
the arrival in 1824 of the first party of British traders to
establish themselves at Port Natal. Within a short time of
thelr arrival they were beglinning to report that the regicn
round Port Natal vas largely empty of populatlon, and to de-
velop and publiclze an explanation for thls phenomenon. This
explanation, to the effect that the previous inhabltants had
either been killed or driven out by the Zulu under Shaka a few
years before, vas beglinning to appear in Cape Town nevapapers
in 1825 and 1826, and in printed books by 1827. (5} At the
same time specific literary images of the Zulu and of Shaka
wvere beginning to take shape, wlth the Zulu belng described by
writers like King and Thompson as the warlike and bloodthirsty
agents of Natal's devastation, and Shaka a=s the ferocious and
savage leader vho dlrected them. (6) Over the next decade
these ideas were consolldated by a number of other writers -
Owen, Pringle, Kay, Boteler, Steedman and, in particular,
Iszacs - Into literary forms which in their essence have sur-
vived to the present day. (7)

Fev of these vwriters had actually set foot at Port Natal, and
none of them had been eyevitnesses of the procesaes of
destruction which they adumbrated. The evidence on wvhich they
based their descriptlons wvas derived directly or indirectly
from Africans living in Natal, but nowhere in the works of
these writers is there any mention of the identity of these
informants, or of the clrcumstances in wvhich thelr testimony
was obtalned and recorded. Most of the information which was
distllled into the devastation stereotype was probably col-
lacted from members of the remnant groups which the traders
found living about Port NMatal and In the neighbouring coastal
reglona. It ls germane to make the polnt here that Port Natal

— s ——— -

5. B. Leverton, ed., Regords of Natgal, vel. 1, Pretorla, 1984,
p. 51; G. Thompson, ’
ed. V.8, Forbes, Cape Town, 1967 (lst ed. London, 1B827), vol.
1, p. 172, vol. 2, p. 249,

§. Thompson, Ixavels and Adventyres, veol.l, pp. 172, 174-5,
vol. 2, pp. 248, 249.

7. H.¥. Robinson, ed., Narxative of Voyaqges to Exploxe the

Rirectlon of Captain W.F.¥, Owen, R.N., vol. 1, Farnborough,
1968 (reprint of 1lst ed., London, 1833), p. 71; T. Pringle,
african Sketches, London, 1834, p. 362n; 8. Kay, Travels and
, New York, 1834, pp. 281, 341, 343,

Regearches in Caffraria

344; T. Boteler, Marrative of 3 Vovaqe of Discovery to Africa

and Azabia, vel, 2, London, 1835, p. 303; A, Steedman, Wandegr-
AN ’ vol. 2,

London, 1835, pp. 200-201; N. lsaacs, v

, ed. L. Herman & P,.R. Kirby, Cape Town, 1370
({lst ed. London, 1836), esp. ch. 18B.
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was situated preclsely In the one region of Natal which had in
fact been overrun by Zulu forcesz, (8) and it ls likely that
the generallzed deplctions of the destruction of Natal which
vere noised abroad by the traders wvere a reflection of the
particular experiences of Informants from this reglon.

For their own part, the traders had every interest in
propagating the idea that Natal was, by the time of thelr ar--
rival, largely empty of inhabitants, and that Shaka's Zulu had
been the agents of their dispersal or destruction. From the
very £irst, the leading traders at Port Natal were concerned
not only to open up commerce wlth the Zulu but alse to try to
establish rights to large tracts of land round the port. (9)
In the face of the express reluctance of the Cape government
to sanctlon the acqguisition of further territorial posses-
sions, (10) they attempted to nminimize objections to thelr
proceedlings by asserting the clalm that the land in question
vas virtually uninhabited.

1f the Port Natal traders had a direct material interest In
propagating the 'myth of the empty land*’, so too did the Cape
merchants who in large part financed their early trading ven-
tures. (1l1) In the late 18208 and early 1830s the rising com-
merclal class and Its assoclates 1ln both the eastern and the
vestern Cape were beglnning to exert pressure on the Britlish
authorities in Cape Town and Londcon to annex Natal and estab-
lish it as a coleony ¢f British settlement. (12) Thls clasa's
spokesmen often used the notion of a depopulated Natal to un-~
derpln thelr arguments for the desirability of the territory's
annexatlon. (13)

8. This emerges from a pieclng together of the evidence con-
tained in A.T. Bryant's works (see pp. 10-1l1 below) and ln the

four volumes so far published of The James Stuaxt Archlve of

Helghbouring Peoples, eds. C. de B, Webb & J.8, Wright,
Pietermaritzburg, 1976-86.

9. H.F.Fynn, e of Henr c , ed. J. 8tuart &
D. McK. Malcolm, Pletermaritzburg, 1950, pp. 86-8; lsaacs,
Travels and Adventures, pp. 142, 1806-1; Leverton, ed., Regords

of Natal, vol. 1, pp. 37-40, 247-8.
10. Leverton, ed., Records of Natal, veol. 1, p. 36.

il. On the financing of these¢ expeditions see Fynn, Diary, ch.
3; B, Roberts, The Zuyly Kings, London, 1974, pp. 8-19, 75-85,
78-81.

12. 8. Bannister, Humane Policy; or Justice to %he Aborlaipnes
of New Settlepments, appendices 1, 6 & 7; J. Chase, ed. The Na-
tal Pgpers, Cape Town, 1968 (lst ed. Grahamstown, 1843), pp.
23-31; P.R., Kirby, ed., Andrew Smith and Matal, Cape Town,
1955, pp. 5-7, 145-6; Roberts, The Zulu Kings, pp. 222-5.

13. Klrby, ed., Andrew Smith and Natal, pp. 148, 155, 170; L,
Herman & P.R. Kirby, 'Nathanlel Isaacs: a blographlical
sketch', in their edition (clted at note 7 above) of Isaacs's



Propagation of the myth thus served a clear material purpose.
So too did the fostering of the image of 8haka as the cruel
and despotic leader of a warllke Zulu nation. Though in writ-
ing of Shaka and the Zulu in lurld detail, writers like King
and Isaacs clearly had an eye on thelr reading public, they
and others also vrote to publicize and propagate the pro-
annexationist cause. By deplcting the Zulu and thelr king as a
potential threat to the securlty of the Cape's eastern fron-
tier reglon, or alternatively as the potential allles of rival
povers, they hoped tc influence the British authoritles into
annexing Natal and thereby paving the wvay for the extension of
Britlsh trade and settlement. (14) Though some scepticlsm was
voiced in the Cape Town press about the reallty of the image
of Shaka put about by the MNatal traders, (15) in the early
18305 the notlon of the 'numerous and warlike' Zulu as a
'threat' was becoming widespread in the discourse cof Cape mer-
chants and others with an lnterest in Natal. (1l&)

By the mid-1830s, then, the devastation sterectype was well
established in the llterature on southern Africa. It 1s lm-
portant for the argument being advanced here to note that of
the writers so far cited as having been responsible for flxing
the stereotype in print, virtually all were elther members of,
or had close assoclatlons with, the business communities of
Cape Town and the eastern Cape. (17} All of them directly orx
indirectly propounded the virtues of the reglons beyond the
borders of the Cape colony as fields for the expansion of Cape
and British commerce.

From the later 1830s the stereotype began to be taken up and
disseminated by members of another influential body of
opinion-moulders and lmage-builders, the missionarles who vere
active in southern Africa. Though there were wide differences
of opinlon betveen them as to the benefits or othervlse of the
extension of European settlement, they were united in vanting
to promote ‘'‘civilized' Eutopean government. Many aligned them-
selves with the .merchants' call for the 'opening up' of the
interlor, and at the same time used much the same kind of hls-

Travels and Adventures, p. xi; R. Godlonton, Introductory

to a Narrative the Irruption of t afir Hordes,
parts 1 & 11, Cape Town, 1965 (lst publ. Grahamstown, 1836},
pPp. 165-6.

14. Thompson, Travelg and Adventures, vol. 1, p. 174, vol. 2,
p. 249; Isaacs, Travels and Adventures, p. 339,

15. Roberts, The Zuwlu Kings, pp. 154, 177.

16. Chase, ed., Matal Papers, p: 27; Godlonton, Introductopry
Remarks, pp. 162-8, 172; Kirby, ed., 17 Na .
pp. 149-51, 153-4, 166-8, 171-2.

17. The evidence !s presented in detall on p. 14 of the wider
study mentlicned in note ] above.
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torical rationale to justify it. (18)

The stereotype appropriated

In the 1840s the hopes of wmerchants and missionaries for the
‘opening up' of Natal at last began to be realized. In 1843
Britain annexed the region between the Thukela and the
Mzimkhulu, and in 1849-51, several thousand British settlers
wvere established in the new colony to help speed up the pro-
cess of 'civilizlng' 1t. But with the achievement of some of
the main goals of its progenitors, the devastatlion stersotype
did not wither away. On the contrary, over the next few
decades it was vigorously taken up, embelllshed and propagated
by numerous writers in the service of a nev cause - that of
the Natal ceolonists.

Though there were often strong dlfferences of oplinion betwveen
officlals, settlers and missionarles over what pollcles wvere
appropriate for deallng with the colony's nov rapldly increas-
ing African populatlon, they were by and large united in the
notlions that the safeguarding and expansion of their various
newly acquired estates required the gubordination of Africans
to the political tutelage of Eurcpeans. Like colonizlng groups
everyvhere, the Natal colonists sought to Justify to them-
selves and to others both thelr occupation of lands formerly
inhabited by other people, and thelr status as overlords or
vould-be overlords of the indigenous peoples. The devastation
stereotype was admirably suited to the version of Natal's his-
tory which they developed to sult thelr ldeocloglical needs. It
justified the presence of European colonists in Hatal on the
grounds that they had established themselves in a largely
empty land. It justifled their attempts - ultimately msuccess-
ful - to establish domination of the African populatlon on the
grounds that the coming of whlite rule had put an end to the
ravages of the Zulu and inaugurated an era of peacte and
stability. It Justifled their contlnual demands for an ln-
crease in the aslze of the British garrison to defend them
against the threat posed by the savage Zulu kingdom across the
Thukela.

Perhaps the clearest example of the early appropriation of the
devastation stereotype by settler ideoclogues 13 to be found in
the report, which appeared in 1853, of a major offlcilal com-

18. Ray, Iravels and Reseaxcheg, pp. 281, 341, 343, 344; D.
Kotze, ed., Letters of the Amerjcan Missionaries 1835-1838,
Cape Town, 1950, p. 97; G. Champlon, Joyrpal of the Reverend
Gegrae Chamojon 1835-1839, ed. A. Booth, Cape Town, pp. 15,
62; W. Boyce, Hotes on South African Affalrs, Cape Town, 1971
(reprlnt of 1st ed., Grahamstown, 1838), pp. x, 171, 173-4; B.
Shaw, Memeorlals of South Africa, Cape Town, 1970 (lst ed.
London, 1B84C), pp. 44-5; T. Arbousset & F. Daumas, Narrative

+ Cape Town, 1968 (repr. of 1lst Engllish ed.,
Cape Town, 1846), ch. 17, esp. p. 148.
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mission appointed to enquire Inte the state of the colony's
African inhabitants. The commisaion was domlnated by repre-
sentatives of the settlers: lts declarations on the .
precolonial history of Natal were of the kind that became com-
mon in the literature over the next seventy years. After Shaka
had become king, the commissioners reported, the Zulu became
‘a desolating scourge to all the surrounding tribes and na-
tions vithin a clzcle of S00 mileas'. He 'completely conquered
the Natal tribes with immense slaughter, devastated the whole
country and added lt to his dominlons, from the Itongatl down
to St. John's Rlver'., The survivors were carried off and In-
corporated in small groups into the Zulu people. 'The Natal
tribes then ceased to have any separate natlonal exlstence

N S8}

Stated in these sentences is an important part of the histori-
cal creed of an emerglng settler soclety. The last sentence is
perhaps the most significant. Foxr intruding settlers, thrown
together from disparate backgrounds and attemptlng to estab-
1ish, first, a soclal existence and ldentlty in territory pre-
viously inhabited solely by African communities, and second,
political domination ever thelr Africa fellow-colonisats, 1t
vas lmportant to minlmitze in thelr own eyes the rights to land
of the people among whom they settled. The notlon that the Af-
rican societles which had formerly occupled Natal no longer
had any coherent existence vas clearly convenlent to their
purpose.

The accounts of Natal's history which emerged from the pens of
colonlal-based writers in the 18%0Cs and 18608 served to codify
vievs such as those expressed by the commlssion. (20) But
these writers did not simply reproduce the existing
stereotype: they alse placed it {n a more elaborate historical
context, The Cape and British-based criglnators of the
devastation thesis had been concerned primarlly to expand the
geagraphlcal orblit of the Cape's commerce, and had had little
intexest in investlgatlng Natal's history beyond what was
necessary for constructing the thesis in bare outlline. The
settlers, on the other hand, needed a more elaborate - and
denigratory - hlstory of African socletles in pre-European Na-
tal: one which spelt out ln unmlstakeable terms that the his-
tory of independent Afrlcan socletles was mostly one of wvars
and destzuctlion. Clvilization 1n Natal had begun with the com-

Rilstrict of Matal...,, Pletermarlitzburg, 1853, p. 6.

20. W.C Holden, Historv of the Colonv Of Nakal, Cape Town,
1963 {(reprint of lst ed., London, 18551, pp. 55-7; and The
Pagt and Future of the Kaffix Rages, Cape Town, 1963 (reprint
of 1st ed., London, 1866}, pp. 9-16, 20-28; J. Shooter, The

t u Cou , London, 1857, ch. 8; L.
Grout, Zulp-1 IR - ;, London, n.d.
(18633, chs. 7, 8.

ing of Europeans: for its impact to be the more fully appar-
ent, the barbar!sm and savagery cof 'Zulu' soclety had to be
revealed in some detail. Hence In the wvorks of settler
ideologues the devastation thesis came to be sltuated In the
context of a 'Zulu' history that extended back into the l8th
century and forwvards te the Boer victorles In the late 1830s
and the British annexation ln the 1840s. (21)

The stereotype xeinforged

The devastation stereotype as it had become entzenched in
settler historiography in the 1850s and 1860s survived quite
unchanged into the early 20th century. 1In the late 139th
century, as an alliance of British imperial interests and
vhite settler interests in southern Afrlca set out to bring
the sub-continent's Afrlican societies once and for all under
white domination, the stereotype began Yo penetrate more wvide-
ly. It moved beyond the accounts of colonial historians and
local travellers to become established in reference wvorks
ranging from Matal schools text books te the Epgvclopaedis

. (22) and to become almost universally accepted in
literary discourse on scuthern Africa. (23}

Until thls time the stereotype had remalned based on the most
meagre and tenuous emplrical evidence, and set malnly In the
context of the history of the Natal region. It exlated very
much as a Eormula reproduced by rote rather than as scientifl-
cally arqued hlstory. In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries 1t wvas for the first time given poverful {n-
tellectual underplinning. The volumlnous wrltings of George
McCall Theal rooted it firmly in the wlder context of socuthern
Afrlcan history, and the wvorks of Father Alfred Bryant on
'Zulu' history served to give It an apparently f£irm empirical
foundation.

Except for his very earliest work, Theal's histories wvere
strongly pro-settler in thelr slant. {(24) Like other settler

21. The first author to have developed a detailed account of
this history seems to have been Shooter: see his Kafirs of Na-
tal, pp. 249-60. :

22. H. Bryan, Qur Country; an Elementary Hilstory of Natal,
Londen, n.d. {1909), pp. 28-31; Encyclooaedls Brltanpica, 9th
ed., vol. 24, Edinburgh, 1888, p. 828; and llth ed., veol. 28,
Cambridge, 191}, pp. 1051-52,

23. Only two authors In the perlod under reviev have been
found in this study to have written in some respects directly
counter to the stereotype: A. Wilmot, The. Story of the Expan-

slon of Southern Africa, Cape Town, 189S5, p. 126; J. Volgt,
Elfty Years of the History of the Republic in South Africa

{1795~1845}, vol. 1 Cape Tovn 1969 (reprint of lst ed.,
London, 189%), pp.- 185-92. -

24. Recent critlical studles of Theal are D. Schreuder, 'The
imperial historian as "colonial natlonalist”: George McCall
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historianas before and after hlim, he made no changes to the es-
sentlals of the stereotype, but an lmmensely important innova-
tion on his part was to detach it from the history cf the Ha-
tal reglon and set 1t in a new context. Most previous writers
had treated the pre-European history of Natal as part of the
overall history of that regicn: in Theal's vorks, by contrast,
the upheavals in Natal before and after 1820 were treated as
part of the hlstory of the Afrlcan societles of southern Afri-
ca in the late 18th and early 19th centurles, In his main
work, this history was covered in a block of chapters which
broke Into a sequence of chapters on the history of European
settlerdom and officlaldom at the Cape. (25)

With hindsight it can be seen that this structuring estab-
lished the preconditions for the emergence of mfecane-theory.
By sharply segregating the histories of African and European
societies in southern Africa, it alloved the impact of pre-
1820s European settler and imperlial influences on hfrlcan
societliea largely to be side-stepped, and the viclence of the
18208 to be attributed to purely 'African'’ causes. By linking
the history of the Zulu kingdom in this period ethnigally vwith
that of other African socletles across southern Africa rather
than regionally with that of nelghbouring societles, both Af-
rican and European, in eastern southern Africa, it alloved the
rise of Shaka and the Zulu kingdom to be portrayed as the
spark which touched off a holocaust of lntra-African violence
vhich svept across the whole sub-continent. Where, in the ear-
lier llterature, the devastations supposedly caused by Shaka
had usuvally been projected as having been confined to the
eastern coastal regions, from Theal's time onvard they were
universally seen as having affected much of the interlor as
well., The devastation in Natal novw came to be =een as slmply
one aspect of a wider serles of wvars and migratlons.

Schreuder has suggested that Theal's fairly novel sub-
continent-wide perspective was rooted in the movement towards
the creation of a common anti-imperial 'colental' ldentity
vhich wvas beginning to emerge among the English-speaking com-
mercial classes and Afrlkaner rural !nterests ln the Cape In
the last two decades of the 19th century. In Theal's view, the
central theme of southern African history was the march of
European civilization, carried by Boer and British colonists
together, across the sub-contlnent in the face of resistance
from barbarlc African tribes and of 'meddling' on the part of
the British lmperial government., As Schreuder puts it, 'It

Theal and the making of South Afrlican history', In G. Hartel,
ed. i

B,B: Thorpnten, London, 1986, .pp. 95-158; C. Saunders, The

Ma [e] e 5 A a a : Ma o] n a
Class, Cape Town, 1988, cha. 1-4.

25. G.M. Theal, Histoxy of South Africa sipce 1795, wvol. I,
London, 1908, chs. 14, 15.
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was Theal, in fact, who hlstorically invented vhite "South Af-
rica"', and his historles provided an Ilmportant element In the
emergence of an ideology of colonlal natlonallism and wvhlite
supremacy. (26}

Theal's treatment of the history of African socleties, it is
suggested here, wvas a necessary counterpart of his concern
with the white celonial civilizing mlssion. If vhite colonists
were to be seen as the bearers of clvillization, then, in a
ploneering colonial natlionalist hlstorlography that wvas emerg-
ing wvhen the process of bringlng African people under the con-
trol of whlte settlers was by no means over, lt was important
to demonstrate in some detail that the culture of African
peoples was barbarlc, and thelr hlstory largely one of var and
destructlon. The '2ulu devastatlions' poslted by Theal thus
formed an Important backdrop to what he saw as the essenttally
civilizing mission of the Great Trek.

1f Theal provlded the devastation stereotype with a newv con-
text, he added nothing to it by way of fresh evidence. The
flrst author to go much beyond the handful of primary accounts
on which the stereotype was based wvas Father A.T. Bryant,
vhose career as a wrliter of history overlapped with the latter
part of Theal's. Where Theal had been the first historlan in
South Africa to produce full-length studles based on in-
tensive, 1f superficial and selective, archival research,
Bryant was among the first writers to produce hlstorles based
largely on oral testimony collected from African informants.
Between 1905 and 1929 he published a number of works on the
history of the Natal-Zululand region which are still widely
used - usually gquite uncritlically - as primary sources. (27)
These vorks were the first to set out detailed, though dia-
continuous and confuslng, accounts of the upheavals of the
late 1810s and early 1820s, but, far from challengling the
stereotype, Bryant presented his lnformatlon iln such a way as
te relnforce 1It.

26, Schreuder, 'The imperial historlan as "colonlal nation-
alist"', Iln Martel, ed., Studles in British Impezlal History,
pp. 96-8, 114-15, 129-33, 138-47. The quotatlion is from p.
87.

27. Bryant's first major hlstorical work vas the easay
entltled 'A sketch of the orlgin and early history of the Zulu
people', which vas published as a preface to his =
pPictionary, Marlannhill, 1905, pp. 12%*-66*, This was followved
by a serles of articles published in the nevapaper Izindaba
Zabantu in 1910-13; these were reprinted after the author's
death In A.T. Bryant,
Iribes, Cape Town, 1964. His widely influentlal Qlden Times
in Zvluland and Hatal, was published in London in 1929. His
major ethnographic study,

., Pletermaritzburg, 1929, beglins wlth two
hiatorical chapters.
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Bryant's own wvork indicated that several ‘vaves' of non-Zulu
invaders had svept through much of Natal some time before the
advent of Shaka's Zulu armles, and that Zulu incurslons had ln
fact been confined to a comparatively small area. But, 1in
keeping wlth the establlished stereotype, he all but 5ubmerged
the role played by these precursors ln favour of an emphasls
on the doings of the Zulu. His dramatized and ocften hyperboli-
cal description of Shaka's wars and conquests, one inherlted
directly from the settler stereotype, underscored the ldea
that Shaka and his 'Zulu murderers' vere the maln destroyers
of Natal. {28) 1In addition, Bryant's method of presenting the
region's history through a recital of the individual histories
of the numerous chlefdoms of Natal had the effect of repeated-
ly bringing Shaka and the Zulu into the narrative in the role
of conguerors, extermlnators, and tribute-takers. Far the
teader trying to pick hls or her way through the mass of often
contradictory hlstorical detalil wvhich Bryant presented, the
Zuly could hardly have emerged as anythlng other than the main
villains of the plece. In splte of the emplirical rlchness of
hls account, he was unable to break with the establlished
stereotype.

The stexeotype sanctiflied

In the works of the llberal academic hilstorlans who domlnated
the wvritlng of South African hlistery in English from the 13920s
onvard, Interest both in regional hlstory and in the history
of autonomous African socleties began to dry up. By this time
the affairs of the recently established Union of South Africa
vere coming to overshadow those of 1ts constituent parts in
political significance, and the soclal and political impact of
the country's ongolng industrial reveclution was preoccupying
its intellectuals as well as 1its pollticlans. The consegquence
was another new turn in the history of the devastation
astereotype.

The emergence of liberal hlstorlography In the post-World War
I era needs to be seen against the background of the erosion
of the bases of the old agrarian-commercial order, the spread
of poverty in the Afrlican reserves, the large-scale migration
of Africans to the urban areas and the resultant problems of
soclal control, and the formatlion of potentially formidable,
{f unstable, polltical alllances betwveen sections of the ex-
ploited African proletariat and frustrated and milltant ele-
ments of the emerging African petty bourgecisie. For llberal
intellectuals these developments posed a profound dilemma.(29)

iy

28. The phrase 'Zulu murderers' occurs ln his Dictionary, p.

29, On the nature of South African liberallsm hetween the wars
see P.Rich, White Poweg and the Liberal Copsclepce: Racial
Segregation and_ South Africap Libexalism, Johannesburg, 1984,
chs. 1-3; §. Dubovw,'"Understanding the natlve mind": the im-
pact of anthropological thought on segregationist dlscourse ln
South Africa, 1919-1933', unpublished conference paper, Uni-
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On the one hand they were concerned about the possible polliti-
cal consequences of increased legal entrenchment of dis-
crimination agalnst Afrlcans, and of the increaslng suppres-
slon of the materfal and political aspliratlons of the Afrlcan
'elite', ©On the other, they were fearful about the threat
which, to thelir minds, the processes of Afrlican urbanizatlen
and proletarianizatlon presented to ‘clvilized values' (read
'capitallist order') in South Africav The respense of liberal
historians vas two-fold. (30) 1In reaction agalnst the racism
of settler historlography they turned their attention to the
histoery of 'race relations' in South Africa, and, to enable
liberals the better to grapple with the complex ramifications
of the 'mative problem', they began to focus on the nature of
the historical forces which, as they sawv it, had drawn Afri-
cans and wvhites into a common socliety. Those flelds of his-
tory which offered llttle or nothing by way of an explanation
of these issues were neglected.

As a result, the vriting of precolonial histo:y, vhether lo-
cally focussed as In Natal colonial historlography, or broadly
focussed as in Theal's works, virtvally died out. In turn this
meant that the devastation stereotype escaped the critlcal
scrutiny of the first generatlon of academic hlstorlans to
emerge in South Africa. With thelr main fields of interest
lying elsevhere, these historians were content to absorb
Theal's generallzed view of the 'Zulu devastatlons' into thelr
ovn vork, even If In the process they were concerned to strip
it of its more raclst forms of expresslion. Thus In the works
of writers like Walker, Agar-Hamilton, Macmillan, Hattersley,
De Rock, De Xilewviet and others, the notlon remained qulte un-
challenged that Matal had been svept almost clear of in-
habltants during wars of extermlinpatlon waged by Shaka and the

versity of the Witvatersrand, 1984', pp. 1-22; S. Dubow,
'"Race, civillsation and culture: the elaboratlon of
seqgregationlst discourse in the Inter-war years', In §. Marks

& 5. Trapido, eds., The Politics of Rage, Class and MNatjon-
glism In Twepntieth-Century South Afrlica, London, 1987, ¢h. 2.

Less critical studies are R. Elphick, 'Misslon Christianity
and interwar liberalism', in Butler et al., eds.,

Liberalism in South Africa: Its History and Prospegt, Mid-
dletown, Conn., & Cape Town, 1987, ch. 3; and J. Butier, ‘In-
terwvar liberalism and local activism', in Butler et al., eds.,
Democratig Libegralism, ch. 4.

30. On liberal historlography from the 1920s to the 19508 sae
M. Legassick, 'The frontler tradition in South African histor-
lography', In S. Marks & A. Atmore, eds.,
in Pre-industrial South Africa, London, 1%80, ch. 2; C.
Saunders, ‘'Liberal hlstorlography before 1945', {n J. Butler
et al., eds., Democratic Liberalism in South Afriga: [ts His-
, Mlddletown, Conn., & Cape Town, 1987, ch.
7; J. Butler & D. Schreuder, 'Liberal historlography since

1945', in Butler at al., eds., Democratic Liberallsm, pp. 148-
56; saunders, Making of the South African Past, chs. 5-9.
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Zulu. (31) .
But the stereotype did not survive in early lliberal histori-
ography simply by default. Part of the neglect of African
history by liberal historlans from the 19203 onvard must also
be put down to thelr often elltlist attitude to the culture of
the Afrlcan underclasses, and to thelr ambivalence on the 1a-
sue of what political rights to accord to Africans. (32} Even
if liberals rejected the notions put forward by raclal
theorlists In the late 19th and early 20th centuries to the ef-
fect that the African ‘race' vas lncapable of 'catching up'
with the civilizatlion of the European race, until at least the
1950s many of them still thought of cultural differences in
strongly evolutionlst and hierarchlecal terms. Afrlcans were
expected to ‘'adapt’ their own cultures in the direction of
European culture, and, in effect, to reject their own past,
which had little, if anything, to do with 'progress'. From
the 1920s, African history was largely discounted by liberal
intellectuals, and the study of African socletles was in-
creasingly seen as belonging to the emerging discipline of
anthropology rather than to history. HNow that autonomous Af-
rican societies had been thoroughly subjugated, their versions
of history did not have to be contested, as had been necessary
in the era of white settlement: thelr overlords could simply
disregard thelr history altogether.

In the years between the two world wvars one of the central
concerns of South African liberal intellectuals had been to
try to identlfy the 'problems' in vhlte-black 'race relatlions'
which were seen as preventing orderly social evolutlon towards
the 'clvillzed' soclety wvhich they ardently hoped for. Lilber-
al historlans had been concerned to look for the historlcal
roots of those problems as one means of working towards thelz
solution. After the National Party's electoral victory of
1948, and the furthexr entrenchment of raclal discriminatlon
and repression, the problem for liberal hlstorlans came to be

31. E. Walker, A Modern Historv for Sguth Afxicana, Cape Town,

1926, p. 225; E. Walker, A History of South Africa, London,

1928, pp.-182-3; J. Agar-Hamllton, v

Vooptrekkers, Cape Town, n.d. (1928), pp. 2-3; W.M. Macmlillan,
u H ]

problem, London, 1929, pp. 13-14; A.F. Hattersley, South Afxi-
ca_)652-1933, London, 1933, p. 75; M.H. de Kock, The Economlc

v , London, 1941, p. 50; C.¥. de
Kiewiet, A History of Scuth Afrjca Soclal and Economic, Ox-
ford, 1941, pp. 49-50.

32. On thls ambivalence see Rich, White Powver, passim;
Saunders, 'Liberal historlography before 1945', in Butler et
al. eds., Demogratlc Liberalism, pp. 139, 145; Butler &
Schreuder, 'Liberal historlography since 1945', in Butler et
al, eds., Democratlc Libkexalism, pp. 154-6; D. Irvine, 'The
Liberal Party, 1953-1968', in Butler et al., eds., Democratic

Liberallsm, pp. 117-1%, 125-30.
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vhy vhites had taken the ‘vrong road' and refused to share
powver with blacks. The focus of their work swung further
towards politlcal and conatitutlional hlstory, with a con-
comitant further decline in the attention pald to African hls-
tory. (33)

If early liberal historiography showed little interest elther
in the history of African socletles, or In the hlstory of Na-
tal before the advent of Europeans, these subjects recelved
even less attentlon in the Afrikaner nationallst hilstorl-
ography that was emerqlng from the early years of the 20th
century onwards. Whether 1t vas in popular hlstorles or in the
vorks of the professional historlans who wvere becomlng estab-
lished in the Afrikaans-language unliveralties after World War
I, the focus of thls historiography was overvhelmingly on the
history of Dutch-Afrlkaner societles from the Great Trek to
the South African war of 1899-1902. So far as it touched on
the history of pre-Trek Natal, !t simply reproduced the
stereotypes entrenched by Natal settler historiography and by
Theal and other contemporary writers, though nowv placing them
in the context of Voortrekker history rather than in the con-
text of Natal's history or the history of African socletles.
In this context, the devastation stereotype served convenient-
ly to portray Natal as having been emptled of population be-
fore the coming of the Voortrekkers. (34) Together with con-
temporary llberal historiana, then, Afrikaner natlonalist his-
torlans carried the devastatlon stereotype, set in the context
of settler history, from the early 20th century through into
the 1960s.

The stereotype africanized

It was not until the 1960s that hlstorlans turned back to
welting the history of the African soclietles of southern Afri-
ca. As i3 well known, its revival was an aspect of the
growth of interest in African history in general which ac-
companied the politlcal decclonization of most of the con-
tinent north of the Zambezi. The ending of colonial rule
stimulated an eager demand among African political activists
and Intellectuals, and among sympathlzers in Europe and North
Amezrica, for a 'decolonlized' Afrlican history, one which would
rescue Afrlcans from the virtual oblivion to which they had

33. Saunders, 'Liberal historiography before 1945', in Butler
et al., eds., Demgcratic Liberalism, p. 147; Butler &
Schreuder, 'Liberal historiography since 1945', in Butler et
al., eds., Democratic Liberallsm, pp. 151-4, 160-1.

J4. 8. Gle, Geskledenls vir Suld-pfrika, vol. 2, Stellenbesch,

1928, p. 306; E. Jdansen, D Voortre b4 Natal:; O .

Cape Town, 1938, p. 1; A. du Plessis, 'Dle republiek Natalla',
v , 1942, part 1,

Cape Town, 1943, ch. 1; A. van der Walt, 'Die Groot trek tot

1838', in A. van der Walt et al., eds., Geskjedenls van_ Suld-
Afrika, vol. 1, Cape Town, 1951, p. 264.
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been consigned by colonlal historlography, and which wvould em-
phasize African 'achlevements'. An alllance of African na-
tionalist and metropolitan liberal historlans moved to meet
this demand by produclng history which took as its main
themes the emergence of great states in precelonial Africa,
the mounting of resistance to European conquest and colenlal
rule, the grovth of African nationalism, and the role of Afri-
can elites.

Within this context there was publlshed in 1966 the flrst wvork
since Theal's to attempt a brecad synthesis of the history of
the upheavals which had taken place In south-east Africa in
the 18208 and 1830s. Thls was J.D. Omer-Cooper's full-length
study, H - v t

Bantu Africa. (35) In important respects Omer-Cooper's ac-
count was simllar to Theal's. It saw the violence of the peri-
od as having emanated from a single epicentre, the Zulu king-
dom, and as having radiated outward across much of southern
and central Africa. Omer-Cooper attrlbuted the ultlmate causes
of the upheavals to a bulld-up of population pressure in
south-east Africa In the later 18th century, rather than to
the personallity of Shaka, as Theal had done, and he went
beyond Theal 1n seelng the effects of the violence as having
extended over wide areas of Central Africa, and as having per-
sisted into the latter half the 19th century. But, as the
title of his book 1ndicates, llke Theal he was locking for a
compendium explanation to cover what he saw as a single his-
torical phencmenon. (36)

In twvo respects, though, Omer-Cooper introduced major con-
ceptual innovations into the treatment of the subject. In the
first place, in sharp contrast te Theal, vho had emphasized
the violence and blecodshed that had accompanied the upheavals
in order to portray them as an indication of Afrlcan barbarism
and savagery, Omer-Cooper deplicted them in positive terms as
'one of the great formative events of African hlstory', as an
episode of 'natlon-bullding' on the part of 'a galaxy of great
leaders'., (37) In the second place, he gave the upheavals a
single label, one vhich has stuck both ln academic and ln pop-
ular usage ever slnce. This was the term 'mfecane', which he
gave as meanlng 'the wars and disturbances which accompanied
the rise of the Zulu'. (38) The vord had been used sporadical-
ly In the llterature since the 1920s, though wlthout a clearly
defined meaning. (39) Omer-Cooper both standardized its mean-
ing and projected it into general usage.

35. London, 1966.

36. Omer-Cooper, Zulu Aftermath, introduction & pp. 19-27.
37. leid., pp. 4-7.

3jg. 1ibid., p. 5n.

39. Cobbing, 'The case against the mfecane', unpublished
paper, Universlty of the Witwatersrand, p. 5.
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In his treatment of the reglon south of the Thukela, to which
he devoted a chapter, Omer-Cooper drev heavlily on Bryant's
Qlden Times jn Zululand and Natal. (40) There was nothing in
his account that explicitly contradicted the devastatlion
stereotype; 1f anything, The Zuylu Aftermath served to give it
further academlic respectability, and, by presenting it as an
integral part of the long-established and nowv revamped notion
freshly packaged as the 'mfecane', to publiclize it more widely
than ever. From this time on, the history of the sterectype
vas closely intertwined with that of mfecane-theory.

Few works on southern African history have had so immedlate
and videspread an effect as The Zulu Aftermath. As Cobbing has
pointed out, within a few years of the book's publication both
the term mfecane (oxr difaqQane) and the notion that the mfecane
wvas one of the central events of southern African history had
becamne embedded in Africanist dliscourse outside South Africa.
{41) It was widely established in general historles of Africa,
in academic articles and monographs, in university and schools
text books, and once agaln, though nov ln a gquite dlfferent
context, in the Encvclopaedia Britannica. (42) )

In the late 19603 and early 1970s South African academlcs be-
gan Yo catch on to the notion of the mfecane. The flrst to de
so vere Afrikaner nationallst historians, wvho were guick to
spot the support vhich mfecane-theory lent to the idegloglical-
ly important notlon that the flrst vwhlte settlers in the Inte-
rior of southern Africa had moved into a land largely depopu-
lated by intra-African warfare. (43) A llttle later, under the
influence of overseas Africanists, liberal writera began to
{ncorporate the mfecane Into thelir work as the fons et origo
of the processes of African 'state-formation' {(ancther term
for 'nation-building') round which they wrote the history of
African societies in south-eastern Africa in the first half of

40. Omer-Cooper, Zuly Aftermath, ch. 10.

41. Cobbing, "The case agalinst the mfecane', uvnpublished
paper, University of the Wltwatersrand, pp. 5-7; and 'The myth
of the mfecane', unpublished paper, pp. B8-9.

42. S.M. (Shula Marks), article on the hlstory of scuthern Af-

rica in Encyclopaedia Britannica, vel. 17, Chicago, 1974, p.
281.

43. €. Muller, 'The period of the Great Trek, 1834-1854', in
C. Muller, ed., Eijve Hupdred ¥Years: a History of South Africa,
Pretoria & Cape Town, 1969, p. 125; D. Zlervogel, 'The natlves
of South Africa', Iin Muller, ed., Elve Hundred Years, pp. 445-
g8; F. van Jaarsveld, -
Johannesburg, 1971, ch. 7; J. Bruwer, article on Shaka In

, vol. 9, Cape Town,

standard Encyclopaedla of Southexn Africa
1973, p. 598; C. Muller, Die Qorsprong van dle Grookt Trek,
Cape Town, 1974, esp. pp. 74-83.
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the 19th century. (44) They vere followved by some Afrlcan na-
tlonallst vriters, particularly those sympathetic to Zulu eth-
nic nationallsm, for whom the ‘'nation-building' aspects of the
mfecane were an obvious attraction. (45)

By the later 1970s the mfecane was an establishad 'fact' of
southern African history. Though by then a reactlion agalnst
the more uncritical assumptions and assertions of Africanist
history vas manifesting itself among liberal and radlcal-
revislionlst historlans allke, the mfecane lived on in South
Africa and abroad virtually unchallenged. In 1983 mfecane-
theory found standardized form In the flrst academic dictign-
ary of south African hlatory to be published. {46) In 1986 it
achleved coffee-table status, (47} and in 1387, some twenty
years on from The Zulu Aftermath, lt was re-invigorated by
Omer-Cooper himself In a new text book on South African his-
tory. (48) In the late 1980s liberals, radicals, African na-
tionallsts, and Afrikaner pationalists contlnued in an unlike~-
ly, If unwittling, alliance, some propounding, some merely ac-
cepting, but virtually none challenging the wvalidity of the
notion of the mfecane.

Mfecane-theory emerged at a time when liberal and African na-
tionalist historians outslide southern Africa were seeking to
break away from racist and patronizing colonial cliches about
African culture and Afrlcan history. It {s easy to understand
why the notion of the mfecane as a period of Afrlican 'natlon-
building' caught on so rapidly among them, and vhy lt survives
today in the uncritlcally Africanist hlstorles that contlnue
to be produced. It 1s easy, too, to understand the continuing
attractlon of mfecane-theory's 'depopulation' thesis for the
ideologues of apartheld.

More problematic §s the fallure of contemperary critical 1lb-

44. For example the present author's

- , Pletermaritzburg, 1971, pp. 15-17;
several of the articles in C. Saunders & R. Dexricourt, eds,,
Bevond the Cape Fronktler, London, 1974; C. Webb, 'Of
orthodoxy, heresy and the difagane', unpublished paper, Unl-
versity of the Witvatersrand, 1974; and 'The Mfecane', in pPer-
gpectives on the Sowthern African Past, Centre for African
Studies, University of Cape Town, 1979, ch. 9; T. Davenport,
South pfrica: a Modern History, Johannesburg, 1977, pp. 10-17.

45. J. Hgubane, 'Shaka's soclal, political and military
{deas', in D. Burness, ed.,

Literatuye, Washington, D.C., 1376, pp. 140, 147.

46. C., Saunders, Higtorical Dlctionary of South Africa,
Metuchen, N.J., & London, 1983, pp. 107-8.

47. Edgecombe, 'The Mfecane or Difagane', Iin Cameron & Spiles,
eds., Illustrated History, ch. 9.

48. J.D. Omer-Cooper, History of Southern Africa, London,
1987, ch. 4.
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eral and radical-revislonist scholarship to challenge mfecane-
theory. At a superficlal level this failure can be explained
in terms of the general decline of Interest among scholara
abroad in African history since about the mid-1970s. (49) Re-
searchers are thinner on the ground than they used to be in
the days of the Africanist boom, and they have little incen-
tive to tamper with what appears to be a coherent and well-
grounded set of notions wvhich puts the precclonlal African
states of southern Africa Eirmly on the hlatorical map. In
South Africa itself, after a brief flowerling in the 1970s, 1in-
terest in the region's precolonlal history has waned as liber-
al and radical historians have increasingly focussed their re-
search and debates on the effects of capitalist penetration in
southern Africa from the late 19th century onwvard. Partly,
then, mfecane-theory survives today by default.

But, at a deeper level of explanation, it survives among llb-
eral historlans, as Cobblng has arqued, because it functlons
to obscure the processes by vhlch a white property-owning
class came to be pollitically domlnant and in posseaslon of
most of the land south of the Limpopo river. (50) By omltting
the role of white agency ln the upheavals of the 18208 angd
1830s, and by attrlbuting them ultimately to the rise of the
Zulu kingdom, mfecane-theory is able to portray them as a con-
sequence of internecine African conflict. African agency thus
becomes responsible for opening the wvay for the penetration of
vhite settlers into a largely 'empty' Interlior, and the land-
grabbing of whites later in the century can be dovwn-played.
Cobbing's arqument perhaps overstresses the cohesion and
strength of whlite settler scocietles in the 19th century, but
its central point seems essentlally correct. For liberal de-
fenders of South Africa's capitallst order, as well as for the
1deologues of South Africa's bantustan pollclea, mfecane-
theory provides an ldeologlcally incontrovertlble explanatiaon
of the hlstorlical basls of South Africa's present-day patterns
of land dlstributien.

Among radical historlans too mfecane-theory survives today
partly for ideological reasons. The 'structuralist' appreach
vhich vas dominant among radical wvriters in South Africa in
the 1970s did not encourage detalled scrutiny of historical’
evidence. While the reactlion on the part of many contemporary
radlical historlana against the often reductionist analyses
that were generated by thelr predecessocrs has made for the
production of a far more textured and nuanced kind of history,

49. T. Ranger, 'Towvards a usable African past', in C. Fyfe,

ed., African Stydles since 1945, London, 1976, p. 17; P.

Curtln, 'African hlstoxry', in M. Kammen, ed., The Pagt before
. H ’

Ithaca & London, 1980, p. 115.

50. Cobbing, 'The case agalnst the mfecane', unpublished

paper, Universlty of the Witwvatersrand, pp. 1, 7-8, 16, and
'The myth of the mfecane', unpublished paper, pp. 1, 9-10, 230.
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it has also meant a loss of much of the political punch which

radical history carrled a decade ago., Wilth their focus often

on microstudies, and with thelr tendency to be suspliclous of
schematizing and generallzatlon, present-day radical hlstorli-

ans are often less overtly concerned than the previous genera-
tlion was to identify and hammer awvay at the ldeological props,
such as mfecane-theory, whlch help sustaln the current racial

and social order in Scuth Africa.

Conclusion

A hundred and sixty years after 1t flrst surfaced, the
devastatlon stereotype llves on, embedded nov in mfecane-
theory. Cape merchant interests created it in the 18205 and
18308 on the basis of hearsay evidence. WNatal settlers from
the 18408 onward, the first 3outh Africanists in the late 19th
and early 20th centurles, and Afrikaner nationalist historlans
from the early 20th century onvard all had a common vested in-
terest in keeping it allve. Early liberal historlans in South
Africa, with thelr attentions elsevhere, incorporated it as an
element in what they saw as the not very lmportant history of
the country's African underclasses. Later liberal hlstorians,
flrst outside and then lnside South Africa, helped resuscltate
and reconstruct it in a wvay that wvould be aceptable to emerg-
lng African natlonalist elites. After & brlef perlod of con-
cern with developing new approaches both to pre-industrlial
hlstory and to the macrohistory of southern Africa, the major-
1ty of radical historlans turned awvay towards the more rscent
past and towards a partially depoliticized social history,
leaving the stereotype intact. Present-day vriters of all
shades of opinion continue to pick it up from the previous
literature and to incorporate Lt into thelir own vork without
attempting to seek empirlcal verificatlon for it., MNatal's
mfecane exists today by virtue not of historical argumentation
but of uncrlitlical repetition of a racist and elitist myth.




