Theory

Infroduction Why is Meeting Youths' Needs so Important? Justifying Social Hot Spot in Hillbrow

Youths' needs
| H | H |
But officer, |haven't done anything wrong! If youths' needs are met adequately, they Having stated this, what this thesis hopes to accomplish for the youth of

The needs of the youths project _ip’ro the 1 develop characteristics that most of us would Hillorow is the provision of resources that are able to build social
Those were the words the author, found himself lamenting and pleading as| future and affect not only the familiesand | (e|ate to character: sustainability, Resources such as 'human capacity' are described by Rick &

the police threw him into the back of their fruck with those thought fo be| youths but also the nations’ all round Mario (2005) as the resources in which individuals contribute to their own well
hardened with crimes, for trying to do some sort of research without his| development. It ranges from self | <Youth who experience 'belonging, tend to be being and to the well being of the community as a whole. Catering for this
passport in Hillorow. While in the back of the truck and attempting not to| identification to acceptance within the | trusting and friendly people.

: _ : : . resource, they also explained will provide
make eye contact with anyone he looked through the window... saw a lot| sociely and goes towards the physical | eYouths with productive opportunities to

of people, young people... doing nothing, which got him thinking; environment to mo_uld and shape the se;(:?:rriser\:vii 'rg:uesitra‘:\g;i:rzr;: c’:oqt;zczrg;‘ai :\::rt:::;: Opportunities to develop and upgrade skills. A variety of local
youths. Acknowledging these, Herizberger onted employment opportunities throughout the region
How can these youths be gainfully assisted? Should building of social| (1991) says that everyone wants to be | orenied. . Opportunities to develop and make use of creativity and artistic

centres be able to distract the profitable? Are the existing social centres| accepted, wants to belong, to have a | eYouths who experience opporiunities to be

i expression
actually being used by the most needed? Are the centres built for the| pPlace of his or her own. He further suggests Independent become confident and self- ‘ © O iate, affordable formal and nformalfe-long learning
youth specialised or should they be made more specialised thanthey are?| that architecture has the potential to disciplined leaders, and youth who experience \Ppro ria’re’ ffordable formal andinformal fe-longlearning
Can Africa really afford to waste youths? Are there any governmental| create such feelings of belonging and Generosity become canng _and- »mpqtmc ° pprop , ,
| at the people. e programs
= e Arange of opportunities for individuals to contribute to the health and

obligations and commitments to these youths? Or are they the sole| acceptance. He concludes- L
responsibility of their families, churches, youth groups and perhaps parent| design of ‘human-spaces' can e
staffed programs? What can really engage these youths and keep ’rhem_ feelings of accep’rance -and-
constructive and productive in the society? — socmlmtergcilen

ourage. - mwell -being of the community.

1 \E\\\\

Hﬂ'lQn to the human capacity, this thesis will also provide for

.If oiherW|se unmet needs can
T negahvely defining factors in the lives
rouths as foliows

- s -H”‘“?}\ \ﬂ'- ‘eapacity’ which Rick & Mario (2005) explain as the relationships,
Youths in Hillorow are ’rhe subjecﬂ of this thesis concern I:httbrawq Srdi www.4hgroup.org reports that even when - WU!Sé'Wﬁ' through profis N s that facilitate collective action which are taken fo
to Leggett (2003) has one of the. _highest- popu]qhons in-the Southern| athey are not assisted, all Youthjjwill find orcl ging behaviours: . Sflife.
' |’rh an esiimaiédﬁm 0-peoplein an area-of ways to meet their basic needs, build skills .Youhs ttempt to feel 'mo sfery' by ch will ensure
ount” |s belleved “to—_be_mueh=highe and wvalues, and use their skillsj talents, develo ing delinq ic development is encouraged
nts-lef energies and time in ways that make them .Youhs ry to i lependence involved in public processes and their results
reports. Hllll:p\row is renov né fo |mm|gran’rs and crime. Slx’rysev feel good and powerful. According to this buII|s through dercgw aviour. place for social interaction in the community
(67 %) of ’rhé[populahorr of i-llll ' reports, these needs are identified as oYouhs re unable to esta Iih_ ’r_heir ide|h’ri’ry qniﬂ rces and a venue for a variety of arts, cultural and
This populaillon justifies * %chcuce of the recipients of this thesis roT»osed follows; lose themselves in constantly giving. J _
in’rerven’rio|. | ‘ " To know they are cared about by | gg:r;dgemen’f for community organizations and
H H }| The official d ‘ " ° e(r,:ﬁqchmenf&gebnging) If youths needs conJis’ren tl go unmet, siﬁmi AL '
\ e official demographic : i aetti . =
Factor |{\ H|“bro figures for Hillbro FT dTo feel afn:j believe they are capable youihsrphreatorgive upong | Hing heels m Irlu’concl sion therefore, *1 !l he l' Jaes fo provide an environment in which
Popula’rlo |49’1608 derived from the Y - (s:;?i:f/sernen’r/qutery) eYouths who have not bonded to aduls do nof the youths of | 1
H |-. N ﬁ_Sguginh_.A}_ric_ﬂ_ﬂ___ s, To know they are able to|iffluence bond f¢ s’rltqhons. NOT broken families tha o Hav suff > fully ﬁheJF communlﬂ( and
Gender | M J 25:% — | indicate a pOpUlelOf{ of leand { cause youth violen other problems | bu have opportunities for | d advaneement
|y| Foo | 22,606 ~ just under 50,000—— i+ | peopAetqn everI; > ~rather bmken_Qgﬂgibefwee youth and adults. o | Poss l.' ss both the right H nity to enjoy dils asp%c’r of
|| - '(rol'I Orr;ZrtTi\g(/e or‘:;?r)in others | through sfouths wifh 1o w— y oppariupjiies -fo' cqmmu "y"f Wwhilst fing l | munity memboers.
Age [15 ‘\34] 33,374 However, from obvious op neiping 9 Mastery 9f’ren _glve up easily and avoid fis o | Have the resiliency andabilit St .1‘ ppropriately to change.
[ [67%] __observations, it is clear their own generosity because it's easier to not fry than to try and fail. || e
— I ol he demographlte (Altruism/Purpose) ofo be respected is to have power. Winnin An analysis of Hillorow!unicovered that there are no public green spaces in
Area A are a,serious undercount. hun andstimuigtion | respect through aggressive techniques i the area, no designated play sc:ﬂes and few learning ffacilities along the
/s 2 This undercount i ~ | immensely important when there is so little to b p“rlpher -|- s cou Ie th the'i V|uq| qnd commuhity capacity
- g - s ziz‘:nb:r%s B A + | had. 1 - ussed earlier and the examples studiied in the case studies, the
Fo1 ors. which include -'3 ‘ = .You’rhs with no oppor ties to onnec_:’r foI ,- |ng pr gram s G aTenon unde _tourﬁnm:h#e‘They mclude
o A , re—_—; 3 saningfully with other _e\come isolated in_ | e -
I 20 | 1 | § T —————18 ____7g heir own experience and often become selfish—| —# = S ‘l{
. I —AlargeTio - E : and evenantisocial. | .Physlcal
I Male 40 | African population in the «Cultural and ; “‘
; study area Having established the evident needs of the youths with the concern that the youths in Hillorow : _— ¥ |
& 30 eA large number of are regularly exposed to 'shebeens' (an open unrestricted drinking place), drugs, gambling, .Edu.cahonql facilities o L
" people living in flat units prostitution;:rape,.domestic violence, robbery, shootings as also documented by (Legget T Adding to the fact that the youth in Hillorow are reggrlyiexgmsed to
[often 10 or more people | 5403) the author proposes a comprehensive project for meeting these needs by providing a shebeens, drugs, gambling, prostitution, rape, domes dlence,
in flat units who did not social youth centre. A centre will be a welcomed prospect, offering the youths a safe place in robbery, shootings etc, a voluntary counseling unit that will cater for
ST L) 2T e which they can not only take ownership but also inferact. This way, they will be able fo identify | issues such as abuse (sexual, alcohol, emotional and physical) and career
eHomeless people their talents and have a sense of belonging and freedom within the society they call theirs. counseling will also be provided for.
A centre that will not only provide a sense of identity and a spirit of self help, but also develop
abilities that will allow for tackling community problems. This centre will primarily be a social

hot spot, providing a place where interest and activity may arise spontaneously from the
corporate life of the group.
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First floor plan
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Perspectives
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Drawings showing ventilation systems and natural light
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