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ABSTRACT

Two approaches, sectlement typology and ceramic typology, have been
used to construct sequences in the South Africem later Iron Age, The

Badfontein valley was selected ko test whether ruin plans .ovtained

epough stylistic infs tion for sequence i Stone walled
sites in this valley belong to eithar a complex or o simple plan form,

Four complex ruinas, two aimple ryins and two terraced aress were excavated,
A11 of the ruins and terraces belong to a single phase of one Irom Age
culture. These findinga indicate that style and functiou ara confounded im
ruin plans and that sequences should be constructed from ceramic

variability,
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INZROTYCTION

Iron Age research in South Africa is atill in its infamey and therefore
focused o culture history, the dfinition of cultwral antities {n tims
and space. Generally, Trca Age entities have been defined aither by
differcnces between pottery assemblages or the pland of stone walled
ruins, and these two approaches tend to be considered as mutually
exclugive, Ethnegraphic work in southern Africa has demenatrated that
individual ethuic groups, at least at the level of majox Linguistic
divisions, have particular styles of pottery decoration (Ruffman 19793
Lawton 1967; Schofield 1948), and the use of ceramics to defime

entities is

The ruin typology approsch
assumes that each type is associated with a different period or people
(Mason 1968}, and it has even been suggested that stome wall typology
is a move sensitive indicator of culture than cersmics (Maggs 1979),

A corralatien between ceramics and ruin plans has been found in the
Orange Free State (Magge 19762, 1976b), and it is possible that these
two artefact groups should be seem ss variables within a pelythetically
dafined qulture, The polythetic approach (Clarks, 1978), however,

ignores an important distiiction between different groups of artefuct:

Any sctefact may contain information about 2 number of variables, for
example tochnology, economy and soclology (Binford 19621, but the

amount of information on any one aspest may be limited, Tha most
important form of var,ation for the definition of archaeological entities

is stylistic because it roflects cultwral norma, Tha choice hetween two




artefoct groups 1s not solved by the polythetic model unless both comeain
the same smount of stylisti¢ eud nom stylistlc informatien. The purpose
of this project ls ta teat the uciiity of sattlement typology for

sequance ien by the i between ruin

plans and ceranlc aseembloges in @ spacific area, tue Lydemburg
district of the saatemn fransvas), The wrea .s paveicularly suitable
‘because stone-walled sites are numerous snd easily visible om aevial
pliotographa, Moreover,the Tron Age archaeslogy of the ares is
relatively well kaowm (Evers 193%: Tnskeep and Maggs 1975; Laidier
1932, 1938; Marker and Bvers 1976), and several tvpes of ruin have
heen noted (Muson 1963; Marker and Bvera 19763

Ral.. types were defined after an astial photograph and ground

survey ana the correlacion between ruin types and ceramic phasas

was ined by 2 fve sample of each ruin
type. 'The ceramics were classifiad and placed in a sequence. The
relationship between the rtuins eud phases im the sequence was then
examined, In addition cattlement patterns were investigated ami
this iaforuation waa integrated with the culture historic Fromework
to provide an imaight to the adeptation of the ruin builders to the
area,

AL) of the salected sites wars excavated by traditional methoda,
Trenches were located over surface indications of fedrures,
concentrations of potsherds or against stone valla. In & number of
casar tremshes wera used to sample subdivisions of the stone ruins,
The sizes of individual trenches wers nut standavdized, The features
and pottery concentrations in each treach wers mapned by offset
meafurecments, and a plane table survey was tsed to msp the position
of trenches in relation to the stene walls, Vertical control wae

maintained througn the use of a mixture of natural strotigrephic levels




ENVIRONMENT

The Badfontein valley (25°20'N, 30°20'E) lies midway between the towms
of Lydenburg end Machadodorp and forms part of the upper catchment of
the Crocodile River which flows eastwards through the southern end

of the valley, On the west the valley is bounded by the Dullstroom

heights which rise to an sltitude of 2000 m and to the east the

Transvanl Drakensberg reach a height of 2100 m, The Dullstzoom

haights consist of the Magalfesberg quartzites and sills overlying
Dagpoort shales, and both components belong to che Pretoria series

of the Trensvaal system. The Traasvasl Drekensberg is capped by

HMagaliesberg shales and sills sgain overlying Daspoorc shalea (Button
1873; Marker and Evers 1976; Visser and Verwoerdt 1950). A dence
swarn of dykes probably belong to the bushveld igneous syatem (Mwker
and Evers 1976), and schiatose tale as well as zones of mineralization

oceur along some of these (pers. obs.). The region was subjected to

considerable tertiary uplift, and this coupled with active erosion has
given Tise to a nultiplicity of eroaion bevels producing & chsracteristic
stepped tapography.

Rainfall and tamperature show marked seasonal variztion, Most
v#lafall cccurs in the sumer months, between Octsber and April, with
& yearly average of 600 am (Weather Bureau 1978}, Temperature also
shows seasonal £luctuations with frequent frosts in the winter mouths,

The area is within the eastern variation of the Bankenveld, a sour



veld (Acocka 1975), On rocky axess the veld type is mere similar
to the cenmtral variation of the Bankenveld, another sour veld type,
The ares is not good for the winter grazing of cattle (4cosks 1075;

pers, obs.) although it appears to be good farming land.




STONE RUIN SURVEY

herial photographs on a transect betwesn Gavolina and Lydemburg were
examined in detail, The corthern end of the Badfontein valley had a
bigh density of ruiue and so this area vas chosen. Settlement
location was anzlysed at two levels, (1) the location of settlement
complexes defined as discrete areas with ruinms, cattle tracks and

terraced, aad {2) the distribution of indivi ruins in a settl it

complex.

1 complexes on tri ical survey aerial

series 481 number 068 wore plotted on a 1:50 000 map of the area
(#ig. 1). Each settlement complex wsa desigmated by a letter. Host:
of the settlements were lotated on valley footslopes between 1200 m
and 1500 m, Three settlements B, E end I lay on major erosion bevels
above the factsiopes. Setklement E wis tha highest settlement in the
area with a maximm altitude of 1650 m. Settlements tended to sccur
on gentle slopes,

Most sattlement complexss wete built located om west facing slopes
but this preference may have been determined by water aveilsbility
because there are fow streams near tha aast facing slopes of the valley.
To clarify this question it is meissary to control for proxinity to
water and this can be dove by comparing the proportion of aspects
utilized with the proportion of sach within a certain distante from

perennial water, The maximum distance from a settlement to the







nearest avallable water wad about 3 Wm (Table 1), and this was used

to defline the comperison area. A . wmm grid was placed over the map

of the area, and the mumber of squares on each sspeot for all slopea

a8 well as oceupied slopes, were counted and converted ro pexcentages.

A Cbi-nquare test was used to compare the proportiom of each aspest
utilised with tne amount availsble and a significant difference was

found (X% 5,07 of = 3 p<0,05), West aspect slopes wers over
representad, and morth and south facing sloves were only occupied at chanca
levels (Table 2}. The present results have demonstrated that at least
three varisbles were important comstrainty on site lecation: {1) the
presence of nearby perennial water, (2) gentle slapes and (3) slopes
with a westerly aspect. No attempt was made to sgsess the relative

importance of each variabla.

Teble 1. Distance in Kilometrss from the furthest points of asttlementa
to the nesrest modern perennial water soures,
Settlement D c T B L A K 8 B 13 3

Bistance 0,80 1,00 1,15 1,25 1,30 1,40 1,48 1,60 2,75 2,80 2,80

Table 2. The percentage area of settlements on slopes of different

aspect compared with the availability of these aspects.

Aspest N s € ]
% utilized 1m W 28 %0
Zaveilable 13 13 36 40

The snalysis of settlement complex location ignored typologieal
differences between ruins. A second amalysis examined the location of
ruine within a settlement. The analysis aay bo confounded by

{inadequate control over kemporal or functionsl variables, and so ruin



types were defined and analysed separately in an attempt to control
these variables,

Aerial phetographa (Plate 1) were used to isolace attribures that
appearesd to be diagnostic of ruin plams, and four attributes were
isvlated:

(1) two or more contiguous circular or sub circular enclosures

{2) = single circular enclosure

(3) & contlavous wall i i Lov2z

{4) walls joiniug attribute 3 to atiributes 1 or 2
After a ground eurvey in the Machadedorp (Rietfoncein 365J1; Rietvied
375JT; Schoongezicht 364JT), Lydenburg (Poormkop 61J7; Klimgheil
Wature Reserve, Langdraai 85JT; Ristfontein 64JT; Recidraai 34JT) and

in valleys (; 114JT; 1137T; Klipspruit

863T; Ristfontein 88JT, 89JT, 90JT; Rustenburg 108JT; Waterval 120J1),
attributes 3 and 4 vere elininated because they could not alwaya be

saparated from stome tarrsces, The two attributes that remmined were

each designared as & ruin type:

(a) Gomplex ruing = two oF mo¥s contiguous circular or sub circulsr
enclosures;

{b) Simple ruins - a single circular enzlosuse

These ruin types were sampled in the excavation programme.

A single settleme t, G, was used in the analysis of within
settlement patterns. Three grid sizes, 5 ms, 5 x 10 mm and 10 mm,
were placed over a specially preparved map (Fig, 2), and a quadrat
analysis was completed for each grid size, Complex ruins showed a
significant degree of mucleation at each quadrat size, but simple

ruins had a random pattern (Table 3),




types wera defined snd analysed sepsrately im an attempt to comtrol
these variables,

Aerial photograph. (Plate 1) were used to isolate attributes that
appeared to be diagnostic of ruin plams, and four attributes were
isolated:

(1) ctwo or mors contiguous cireular or sub circular snclogures

(2) a aingle circular enclosure

@) a wall i i lorz

(4) walls joining attvibute 3 to attributes 1 or 2
After a ground survey in the Machadodorn (Rietfontein 365JP; Rietvlei
375JT; Schoongezicht 364JT), Lydenburg (Doornkap 61115 Klingbeil
Nature Reserve, Langdraai 85JT; Rietfontein 64JT; Rooidraai, 34JT) and

valleye in 114773 117 4T} RLL it

86JT; Rietfontein 88T, BIJT, 90JT; Rusterburg 108JT; Waterval 1200T),
attributes 3 and 4 were eliminsted becausa they could not always ba
separated from stome terraces., The two attributes that remained swere
each designated as & ruin type:

{a;

Complex zuins - two or mora contigucus cireulst or sub circulsr
enciosures;

(b) Simple ruins - a single eireular enclosure

These vuin types were sampled in the excavation programze.

A single settlement, G, vas used in the analysis of within
settlement patterns, Three grid sizes, 5 mm, 5 x 10 ms and 10 mm,
were placed over a specially prepaved map (Fig. 2), 2nd a quadrat
analysis vas completed for cach grid size. Complex ruims showed a
significant degree of nucleation a: cach quadrat size. but eimple

ruins had o random pattern (Table 3).




Flate 1, Acrial photograph of tha nocthern end of the Badomtein
valley; pavt of trigonomstrical survoy photograph series 481
umber 068
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Fig, 2. Map of settlement G showing the

distribution of the two ruin tyves.
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Table 3. Degree of nucleation at different quadrat sizes for
the two ruin types in settlement G.

Ruin ToE 1 TYEE 2
Quatrzt Size  5x5  5x10 Wx10 5x5 5210 10x10
Varience 107 2,68 9,39 0,22 0,50 1,04
Yean 0,97 7% 3,79 0,2 060 1,21
Varisnce/Mean 1,41 1,50 2,48 0,83 0,83 0,86

3 13,95 70,50 57,00 78,85 33,01 19,78

ag 95 7 7 95 i 2
significance p40,05  pe0,02  p¢0,05 NS ws ng

The presence of ruins with robbed walle close to ruins with intact
walls suggested that nucleacion may have vesulted from rapeated

occupatica of partirular areas in a settlement.




EXCAVATTIONS
PART T: COMPLEX RUINS

§ite 2530 AD 10 (A and 3)

The two ruina (Flate 2) were in the centre of settlement G (Fig. 2).

They were 60 m apart on an erosicn bevel between two dykes. Surface

daga end porsherds occurrsd without a major break between the two ruins,
Both ruina consisted of a ceatral enclosure with semi-circular

lobes attached to the outside (Fig., 3 ), The number of lobes wae not

stendard, awd tuin A had more than ruin B, The central enclosure
of ruin 4 was alss larger. Two entrances to the wmain enclosure oceurred
in both roins, but the cattle tracks led off in oppositu diractions,

to the vorth in ruin A and to tbe south in ruin B, In both ruing the

second entrance wag blocked by collapsed wall. In addition to the
common features ruin A hed two small semi-circular enclosures inside

the central enclogure, Other features between the Tuims included

terraces, single stone lines, » polyhedral enclosurs and seven partly
burded circular stone plies.

Eight trenches were excavated, They ranged in .ize botween one avd
f£ifty six square mecres (Table 4).
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Plate 2, 3Site 2530 AD 10 (A).

Plate 3. Site 2530 AD 10 (A and B), tremch 1, showing Floor 1 and

Stone features 1 and 2,




spherical disbase cobbles was located at the southern end of the Eloor,
and @ susken bowl with cevbondlzed seeds (Sorghum ap.) was nemr the
northern edge. Two small sections of kerb, roughly trianguler in cross
section, occurred at the eastern and morthern limit of the dega. The
floor wan probably the veranda of a hut but the diametor could not be

reconstruc ted.

Floor 2, Trench 2 was located over o daga floor, 1,16 m loug and
1,04 m wide (Fig. 5; Plate 4}, A sunken bowl, only partially preserved
was situsted on the west side of the fleor, A number of -arbonized
seads (Sorghum sp.) were recovered from this bowl. The eastern edge of
the flcor had & raised kawb, The floor was probably the remains of a
veranda about four metres in diameter. The Eloor was overlayen by pole

impressed wall daga.

Flror 3. The badly disturbed remaina of a floor occurred in an are in
tae nortiwest cormer of trench 3 (Fig. 6). No limit to the floor
could be found due to the disturbence. Thiu was possibly another

veranda but no definite interpretation could be made.

Floor 4. A small oval patch of £leor, 40 x 10 cm was found in the

northwest corner of trench 6, This feature could not be interprated
(Pig. 7).

Store featurs 1. A eireular arrangement of stone, 80 cm in diamatar

and about 25 em tall, oceurred 1,60 m to the northeast of floor 1 (Fig. 4;
Plate 2)., This was probably a grain bin stand,

Stone feature 2, A second eircular arrangement of stomes, 1,15 m in
diametor and about twenty eight centimetres high, occurred 2 m to

the south of stone featura 1 (¥ig. 4). This was also interpreted as




® Chassonl tuatontration

Fig, 5. Site 2530 AD 10 (A and B) plan of features
in tvanch %,




Plate 4.

site 2530 A) 10 (4 and B}, trench 2, showing Floor 2.
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Fig. 6. Sike 2530 AD 10 (A and B) plan of features
in trench 3.
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Fig, 9. Sire 2530 AD 10 (A and B) sections of trenches 4, 7 and 8.




a grain bin atand.
Midden 1. An ashy deposit containing pottery, bone, irom and worked
goapatone was fourd in the large stone lobs of ruin A, Trenchea 7
and B were placed in this feature.

The close association between floor 1 and stone featurss 1 and 2

suggested that they formed & household unit. While stome features

appeared to be aasociated with huts, huts were not alwaye associated with

stone features, €.g. £loor 3. A minimum of nine huts was ocbtained by
adding the excavated floo¥s to surtace dage conceatrations end
unexcavated stone features whith were nat associated wirh surface daga

or excavated £loors.

Pottery

Pottery from levels L and 2 provided a total sample of 1605 shards
from a minimum of 92 vessels and an addirionel 17 veasels ox vessel
fragments were surface collected, Two ring bases were recovered
from the exesvations and 5 more Erom the surface (Fig, 10). Only
trenches 1 ond 2 tontained pottery in level 2.

Theee profile forms were recoguized (Fig. 11). Form I occurred
a8 both bowls and jars and had en iowerd irflection point “elow the vim.
Form TI had an outward inflection point about half way down the vessel.
Porm III had no abvious inflection point and was an open bowl.

Your layout modes cceurred:

(1) decoration on the rim,
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Fig, 10, Site 2530 AD 10 (A and B} ring bases,



and arbitrary five centimetre spits,

The pottery from all levels of a site wax analysed zs 2 single unit,
Types were defined by a modal analysis based on variacior in three
dimensions, vessel profile, layout and decoration, Bach dimension
contaived one or mote modes, Profile modes vere defined by the
dizestion and order of inflection points from Fhe vim, and the
orientation of the rim was iguored. Layout modes vere identified
by the consistent placement of banda or isolated motifs n particular
parts of a vessel, The decoration modes wera determined in two ways.
¥irat, vessels with a consistent theme of decoration, siailar motifs
in the same order, were grouped as a pingla decoration mode. Secondly,
when different motifs oceurred together in the same band, they wers
classed 2 the same mode whe. they oecurved sepavately on other
vessels, The intersection of a dacoration, layout and profile mode
defined a pottery typs.

The analysis of faunal remains was confined to testh becauss these
coutd be sssigned to & genus or species. The remaining material was
not classified, The diagnestic remains were sssigned to the left or
right side of the body and placed within age classes based on evuption
and wear patterna, The sum of the most frequemtly occurring toth
within each ags class gave the minimm nuter of individuala for the
spacies. The comparative material was housed in the Archaeology

iniversity of che Wi and the

Transvaal Musewn, Pretoria,
Pinally, siag was analysed by thu methods stggested by van lex
Merwe (19781




and arbitrary five centimetre sphts.

The pattery from all levels of a site was analysed as a single unit,
Types wera defined By a modal analysis based on variation in three
dimesaions, vessel profile, layout aud decoration., Esch dimension
contained ome or mrre modes, Profile modes were defined by the
direction and order of inflection points from the rim, and the
orientation of the rim was ignored. Layout modes were idemtified
by the consistent placement of bands or isclated motifs on particular
pr* 1 of a vessel. The decoration modes were dstermined in two ways,

Firat, vessels with a consistent theme of desoratiow, similar motifs

in the same order, were grouped s a single decoration mode. Secondly,

when different motifs occurred together in the same band, they were
classed as the same mode when they occurred separately on other
vessels, The intersection of a decoration, layout and profile mode
defined a pottery type.

The analysis of faunal remains was confined to teeth because these
cauld be agsigned to a genus or species, The remaining materiel was
not classified, The diagnostic vemains were assigned to the left or
right side of the body and placed within age classes based on eruption
and wear patterns. The sum of the wost frequently oceurring tooth
within each sge class gave the minimum number of individuals for the
spocies, The comparative materisl vas housed in the Archaeology
Depurtment, University of the Witwatersrand, Johanmesburg, and the
Transvaal Museum, Pretoria,

’ Finally, slag was analysed by the methods suggested by van dor
Merwe (19781,
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Fig, 15, Site 2530 AD 10 (A and B) decorated vessels from Component B.
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Type 8: form IIZ; layout 3; motif B, An open bowl with a band of
dblique incision, punctates or herringbone below the rim
and an incised chaveon on the shoulder. Hlack could ocour
above and red belew the chevron,

Typs 91 form indeterminate; layout 2; motif F. A vessal with a
band of hatching below the rim and interrupted incised lines
going from the band tovards the base,

Type 10 form I; layout 33 motif D. A recurved jst with a band of
hatching below the rim, 2 sacond band of batching on the
shoulder and red colour below.

Type 1l: form indeterminate; motif E. Sherds with multiple bauds
of oblique or alternating oblique incision.

A clear separation of types occurred between levels 1 and 2 (Table 5)
although a mumber of fragments from level 2 could be aseigned to classes
found in level 1, It would seem that component B was mixed, The sherds
of type 10 end 11 vessels were abraded while fragments of types that could
be assigned to compenent A clazses were not heavily worn, The surface

collgction and component A types were similar and farmed one assembloge.

Fauna
A1l bone idemtifiabla to species level came from trench 8 level 1,

A minimum of four Bes taurus, two juveniles and two adults, and two

Ovicaprids, both adult, wers present (Tsble 6). No wild animals could

be identified, A small quantity of badly preserved bones were recovered ™

from trenches 1, 2, 3 and 6.

Hetal
Six pleces or iron wers recoversd (Tabla 7, Fig. 16}, An izen razor,
8,6 om x 2,0 cm vas found on the surface to the west of rwin B, The
tang was 4,5 cm long and circular, the blade was flot and slliprical,

Two iron rings - one prised open - an adse ond a spear-head wera




Table 5.

Distribution of pottery types by levels and trenches, 2530 AD 10 (A and B)

Compoent  Trench  Level 12 3 4 5 6 7 10 11 2/3 3/4 2/34  3/4/8 2/3/4/8 TOTAL
- Surface 1 4 1 6 5 17
1 1 1 34 t 11 21
2 1 1 2
A 3 1 1 t 1 7 H 1 12
4 1 1 1
5 1 1 1
6 1 11 1 3
7 1 oz 3 1 7
8 1 12 1 4 3 1 11 2%
1 2 6 4 3 2 3 19
g 2 2 1 1 2
TOTAL 12 ¢ 1o 1 4 & 7 4 34 2 1 108




associsted with Compoment A. ALl thesa pieces wers only slightiy
rusted, The rings had a diameter of about 2,0 cm and were made from
wire about 2,0 rm in di.matsy, They ware probably finger rings. The
adze vas wedge-shaped with a rectangular cross sectio. The wide end
had been flattened to form the working edge. It was 8,8 om x 2,0 em,
The spear~head had a leaf shaped blade. Ths tang was 11,5 em long
with a cireular eross section. The blade wea 16,6 cm x 3,1 cm,

A small plece of heavily rusted iron, roughly rectangular was
recovered from tvonch 1 level 2. It was 2,8 cm x 1,6 cm aud was probably

the blade from & razoer,

Table 6. Bone identifiable to spacies level, All bones from trench 8
level 1, 2530 AD 10 (A and B).

Bone Specias Wear Age Hinimm No
M2 Bog tauzus lighe ’ Adult 1

7] Bog tayrus  Medium to heavy  Adult 1
IDP4  Bos tawrs  Medium to heavy  Juvenile 1
LDP4 Bog tautug Heavy Juvenila/Adult 1

My Bos taurua Unerupted Juvenile

ey Ovis/Capra  Mediom to heavy  Adult 1

173 Ovia/Capra  Heavy Adult 1

Table 7, Iren from 2530 AD 10 (A and B)

Tremch  Level Razer  Adze  Ring  Spear
Surface 1
H 1 1
6 1 2
8 1 1
1 2 1

lotal 2 1 2 1
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Fig, 16, Sita 2530 aD 10 (A and B) iron sbjects,

&0 D

Fig, 17, 8ite 2530 40 10 (A and B} worked spapatone,
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Stouno
To pieces of worked aoapstone and two stove flakes were recovared
(Table 8). A soapstome bead with 4 dfameter of 1,1 cm and wedge
ahaped in cross section was found on £loor 2 (Fig. 17). A soapstone

iogenge, sub triangular im cross section and 2,1 cms long was found
in midden 1 (Fig. 17).

Table #. Kxcavared worked stons, 2530 4D 10 (A and B

Snapstons Stone flakes
Trench  Level  Bead  Lozemge
2 1 1
8 1 1
1 2 2
TOTAL 1 1 2

An abraded stone flake, triangular in plan, came from lesel two of

crench 1, A Late Stome Age thumb mail scraper come from the same

duy0sit and was also worm.
Rubbers and querns were found on the surface, Two broken querna
and a rubber vere found on the surface of trench 1, One tybe of quern

had a large oval rubbing surface and was mede on diabase, A socond
type was smaller and had a long marrow depression whick wes usually
ochre stained (Table 9). These were also made on disbase. The rubbers

were slightly larger than 10 cm amd had one to two rubbing surfaces.

Table 9. Quern tyves, 2530 AD 10 {4 and B),

Trench Level type L type 2
1 1/surface 1 1
Surface 3 1

TOTAL 6 8
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Site 2530 AP 4

The wuin (Plate 5) was situated at the n end of setélement G

(Fig, 2). A small similar ruin occurred 3) . to the worth.

The central emclosure was 16,6 m in diemeter. Two low, collapsed

stors walls ran for 14 m to the northwest of the single entrance to

the central emclosure, Pive stone semi circles were attached fo the

central enclosure (Kig. 18). A sixrh horse-shoe shaped enclosure
was formed by a wall rumning from the cattle track parallel to the

main enclosure wall,

A small isolated stone seni circla was situated 20 m to the west
of the wuin, Two circular stome piles, but mo surface daga concentrations,
were found, Terracing occurrud om all sides except the morth, A
ahallow donga oceurred to the southwest of the ruin,

Wine trenches were excavated,

They ranged in ~ixa betwesn 1 and
25 a2 (able 10).

Table i0. Trench sizes for 2530 AD 4, in equare metres.

Level

Trench i
12 3 4 5 4 9 TOTAL
1 2% 4w 11 4 4 82
2 v o4 4 1L 1 4 4 a7
Straiigraphy

Tvo srratigraphic unite were recognised (Figs. 19, 20, 21) and the

generalized stratigrapny wast




EXCAVATIONS

FART 1z COMPLEX G038

Site 2330 AD 10 (A and .

The two ruina (Flate 2) were in the ceutve of sertlement ¢ (Fig. 2),
They were 80 m apart on am erosion bevel betwsen two dykes. Surfaca
daga and poteherds octurred without @ major Lreal between the two ruins,

Both ruing cousisted of a rentral enclosure with semi-circular
lobes attached to the outside (Fig.3 )., The number of labes was not
standacd, and ruin A had gore than ruin B, Tre central enclosure
of ruin A was also lavger, Two entrances to "+ main enciosure occurred
in both ruins, but the cattle tracks led off in opposite directions,

ta the north in ruin A and to the soyth in ruin ?

In both ruins the

second entrance was blocked by coliapsed wall. Im addition to the

comnon features ruin A had two smell semi-cizcular emclosutes inside

the central enelosure, Other features between the ruins fneludad

tervases, single stone lines, a polyhedral enclosure and seven partly

buried eircular stone piles.

Eight trenches were excavated, They ranged in gize between ome and

£ifty six square metres (Table 4).
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Table 4, Trench sizes for 2530 AD 10, The sizes ave in square metves.

‘Trench 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  TOTAL
Lavel
1 56 4 16 3 1 4 1 18 103
2 2% 4 16 3 1 & 1 18 7
Stratigraphy
In all cases three i units were + (1) aved

brown soil, (2) which graded through 2 pebbly level into (1) a red
and yellow slay

earth ing pabbles,
nodules. (Pigs. 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9). In trenches 7 and 8 = Light
brown ashy deposit replaced unit 1 (Fig. 9). The generalized
stratigraphy wast
Level 1 = red brown soil 0-10 em
Lavel 2 ~ red brown to red earth, pebbles 1i-14 em
Level 3 ~ red earth, pebbles, ferricrate 1 o
and cley nodules
The base of most stone walla Tested on level 2 (Figs. 4, 8, 9)
but in tremch 4 the wall rested on level 1 om the inside and in
level 2 on the outside (Fig. 9),

Two ical were ised A

occurred in level 1 while component B, represented by weathered

aherds and stoue tools, occurred in level 2. Level 3 was stovile,

Features: comporent A,
Flog. 1. A daga Floor, 4,40 m x 1,40 m lay under pole-fmpressed wall

rubble in trench 1 (Fig. 4; Plate 3). A raised firebowl, with three




Level 1 - red soil 0-12 om
Level 2 - ved pebbly soil, bedr:ck cutcrops 12 em

In the excavated area, wall bases rested on top of level two.

Peatures: componant A

Floox 1. A small patch of £loor daga, roushly rectangular, 12 x 7 cn
oceurred in leval 1 of trench 3. Two pieces of slate occurred at the
same level to the north of the £loar. Carbonized seads of Sorghum and
nw peas (Vigna sp) were recovered between the two pleces of slate

ig, #0). The slate and floor were probably part of a veramda, Tuo
bone acraps were alao found in thia level.
Stone Festure 1, A sub triamgular stone Feature occurved im level 1
of trench 1, It waa about 85 cm ¢ - diameter and was probably 2 grain
bin stand (Pig, 13), The oen unexcavated stome fsaturs, plua the
excavated grain bin stand and floor indicata that there were a minimun

of three huts around the ruin.

FINDS

Pottery
A minimum of twenty vessels, reprasemted by 1025 sherds, were recovered
from the excavations, A single ring base come from tvemch 4 level 1,
(Figs. 22, 23). The assemblage was divided into Five types by modal
intersection:

Type 2: form I3 layout 25 motif A, A recurved jar or bowl with
herringbone, obiique hatehing or punctates below the ria

Type 3¢ form I; layout 3; motif B, A recurved jar or bowl with a
band of oblique incision, herringbone or punctates bslow the
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rim and an incised chavron or arcads on ¢he shoulder. Black colouring
may be present above the arcade and red below.

Type &: form I; motif G. An undecorated recurved jar o bowl.
Type 7t form III; motif G, An undecorated open bowt.
Type 11: form indeterminate; motif E, A sherd with multiple bands
of slternating oblique imcision.
A clear stratigraphic separation of types oecurred (Table 11), with
type 12 restricted to component B, The surface material belonged to the

Gomponent. A assenblage.

rable 11, Diateibution of pottery types by levels and tvenches, 2330 &1 4

TVPES FRAGS, Total
meat  Tremch Level 2 3 6 7 1L /34

1 2 - 1 - 4 7
2 1 -1 - 1 2
3 1 -t o1 - 2 4
R 4 1 I - L
7 1 I 1 1
8 1 - -1 - - - 1
g L 1o -z - - 3
® 1 -~ - -1 - 1
13 3 1 03 20

Stene

Six stone flakes came from trench & level 2,
4 number of rubbers and querns were found on the surizce, Querms

tend:d to have a large wiliptical to rectangular ion on one side.

Rubbers teuled to be larger rhan 10 em, They could have ome or two smoothed

suzfaces, The querns were made frum diabase boulders, and both diabase

and quartzdtc cobbles were used for rubbers.
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¥ig. 22, Site 2530 AD 4, decorated vessels dnd ring bases,
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Fig. 23. Site 2530 AD &, undecorated vessels.
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Fig, 23, Site 2530 AD &, undecoroted vessels.




Site 2530 AD §

‘The site had both a complex and gimple ruin and were situated at the
north end of gettlement G, The complex ruin was located on an east
slope to the crest of the spur. It was on a f£lat pirce of ground,
probably an ercsion bevel, To the west or the ruin was a diabase dyke
which fall sharply with a dvop of about 4 m. The simple ruin was
situated on the west facing slope about 7 m from the dyke,

The central enclosure of the complex ruin (Fig. 24) had & single west
£icing entrance, Seven semi eirculsr enclosures were attached to the
central enclosure, The walls were leas than 1 m high. A raised
platform, about 15 m x 5 m, occurred next to the dyke. No stone
features were associated with this ruln,

The v.zple ruin was roughly elliptical and about 7 x 4 m with no
visible sntrance. The walls had collapsed around moet of the enclosure.
Terracing occurred on all sides except to the west, A sscond complex
ruin wan situated to the south west,

$ix trenches were excavated, ranging between 1 and 18 m’ (Table 12).

Table 12, Trench sizes for 2530 AD 9, in square muttes,

Level ‘Trench
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Stzatigraphy

Two stratigraphic units weve recognised (Figs. 25, ) & ved soil and
& red pebbly earth Levsl 2 did mog occur in tvench 5 and level 1
lay directly on bedrock, n @ trench placed againss the stone wall of
the siwple ruin, the wall vasted on top of levet 2. The generalized
serazigraphy wass

Level one = red goil 0-7 cm

Level two - ved pabbly earth 7 em

The tvo components, & and B, matchad the levels.

Features: Component A,
A amall pateh (7 cm diamster) of sloor occirred in trench 5 levei 1
(ig. 25), This feature could not be interpreted.
A larga number of sherds were recovered frum tha east end of trench

1 and the south end of tzerh 2. A few pleces of bhona ceme from each

trench, Although the deposit was not ashy, the concen.ration probably

tepresented & midden.

FINDS

Pattery

A total of 831 sherds were recoversd fyom a minimum of ten vessels. One

of these vessels came from trench 1 level 2, Four types were represanted

(rig. 21t

Type 2t form [; layout 2; motif A, A recurved jar with a band of
oblique incision herringbones or punctatis below the rim,




(1) 2 band below the rim.
(i81) ¢« band below the rim, # band on the shoulder and colour belov.
(iv) a band balow the rim, & hand on the shoulder followed by anocher
band.
Seven matif modes were present (Pig. 12):
(A} herringhone, one or two lines of oblique incision or punctates.
(8) herringhone, one or two lines of eblique incision or punctates;
biack colour vhich was not always present; am incised chevvon
or ar.ade followed sometimes by red colouring.
{G) the sama 2s B with jsolated triangles below the chevron.
(b) & band of oblique incision; a apace; a band of oblique incision
follewed by Ted colouring.
{8) msltiple bands of oblique or alternating obiique incision.
(¥) oblique imcisien with discontinsous incised limes going tovards
the base, The motif is incomplete as it is based on a fragment.
{8) 1o decoration.
The inZersection of modes on the three dimensions produced elaven
types (Figs. 13, 14, 15).
Type i form indeterminate; layout 1; motif A. A Vessel with
herzingbone on the rim.
Type 2 form I; layout 2; wotif A, A recurved jar or bowl with
herringbone, cblique hatching or punctates below the rim,
Type 3: form Ij layout 3; motif B, A recurved jar or bowl with a
band of ohlique incision, herringbome ox punctates balow
the rim and an ineised chevron or arcade on the sheulder.
Black colouring may be present sbove the areade and el
below,
Type 4t form I; layout 4; movif C. The same as Type 3 bur - ,
isolated black coloured tviangles below the avwade,
Type 5: form II; morif G. An undecorated inturned bowl.
Type 6¢ form Ij matif G, An undecorated recurved jar or bowl.

Type 7 form IIIj motif G. An undecorared open bowl,
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Fig. 13. Site 2530 AD 10 decoratad vessels frow Component 4,
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Pig. 26, Site 2430 AD 9, sections of trémches 1,
3, 6 and 6.




Type 3: form I; layout 3; motif B, A recurved jar with a band
of oblique incision, herringhone or punctates bel.w the rim
and an incised chevron ot arcade on the shoulder. Black
could occur above and red below,

Type 6: form I; motif 6. An undecorated recurved jar.

Type 11: farm indeterminate; motif E. A sherd with multiple bands
of alternating oblique incisiov.

4 clear sepaxatiom of types occurred betwsen component A and B (Table 13).

Table 13, Diatribution of pottery types by levele, 2530 AD §.

TYPES
Component  Trench  Level 2 3 6 7 11 2/3/4  TOTAL
1 1 z 11 3
2 1 1
A 3 1 -
4 1 1 1
5 1 1 1
[ i -
B 2 2 1 1
TOTAL 2 3 1 1 i 3 11
Stone

Two broken querns occurred on the surface of tremch 1. They both
uzd & large deep, oval rubbing surface, A single cohre stained quern with

a long narrow depression was found on the surface north of trench 2,
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Fig. 27, Site 2530 4D 9, pottery.



Site 2530 A8 16

The ruin was situated jn settlement D om a small spur at the end of an

eroaion bevel.on the west facing slope.

The central enclosure was small, 7,50 m in dismeter, with seven
semi circvlar stone lobes attached to the outgside (Pig 28), A single
southeast facing entrance had 2 cattle track which ranm up-alope. A
bigh well, about 1,2 m tall ran from the south vall of the cattle track
around the site but had collapsed in places and could not be traced

over its whole course. The enclosing wall had a dismeter of about 35 m,

Between the enclosing wall end the low terrace vall were wumerous
terraces forming internal diviaion. &n untrance was located at the
southern end of the enclosing wall,

4 small cluster of five adjacent eaclosures was attached to the
outsids wall on the west of the site. A wall with a diameter of about
5,5 m encircled these enclosuras, Threp stons mounds ocourred batween

the cluater of epclosures &pd the encircling wall.

Seven trenches were excavated, ranging between 1 and 6 m’ (Table 14).

Table 14, Trench sizes for 2530 AB 16, in squaie metres,

Level Trench TOTAL
L 2 3 L3 5 3 7
142 6 4 6 2 z z 1 23

3 [ 4 6 2 2 2 1 23
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Fig. 28, Site plan of 2330 AB 1C.
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Fig. 28, Site plan of 2530 4B 16.




stratigraphy

Three ic units were d. Level 1 wag a humic layer

which oceurred in trench 6 (RPig. 29). Lavel 2 was & red pebbly earth,
and level 3 was red peboly sarth with yellow clay vodules.

The generalized atratigraphy vas:

Level 1 - humic layer 0~3 em
Level 2 - red pebbly earth 9~9 em
Tevel 3 - red pabbly sarth with ¢lay nodulas 9

In trenches 1 to 3 the stone walls rested on the junction between
levels 2 and 3, All cultural material was recovered from level 2,

The cultural remains were concentrated pear walls built across
9lopes. This indicated that the site had been eroded and that the small

finds were not in primary context,

Pottery
4 ainimum of ten vessels were represented by 112 sherds. Oaly five
vassels could ba assigned to particular types (Table 18).
Type 2: form I; layout ; motif 3 A recurved jar with a line
of herringbons oblique {nciaion or punctates below the rim.
Type 6¢ fowm I; wotdif G; a plain recurved jar.

Type 7¢ form I1%3 motif G; an undecorased apen bowl,
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Fig, 2%, Sice 2530 AB 16, sections of trenches 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 and 7,



Table 15, Pottery types Eram 2530 AB 16,

Types Pragments

Trench Lavel 2 6 7 2/3/4 TOTAL

1 2 L 1 2

2 2 11 2

3 2 1 1 2

4 2 3 3

5 2z 1 1

[ 2

7 132
TOTAY, 113 5 10

Stone
Five abraded stone flakes were recovered from the seme stratigraphic
unit as the pottery (Tahle 16). Seven querns and three rubbers were
£ound on the surface. The querns had large oval polighed depressions.
The rubbers had a single smoothed surfary, Rubbers and querns wers made

on diabasés

Table 16, Distribution of stone flakes.

Laval Treach TOTAL
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PART II: SIMPLE KUINS

Sire 2530 4D 11 (A)

The ruin (Plete 6) waa situated 76 m to the southwest of 2530 AD 10 (B)
and vag built on ti- same erosion bevel as 2530 4D 10, The stone enclosure
was raughly egg shaped with low (1 m) stone walls, A single south west
facing entrance had a large disbase boulder in frout of it (Fig. 31).
The enslosure was about 11 m % § m, Three low stome piles, probably
collapsed #alling, occurved insida the enclosure. Tow stome terraces
15 om tigh) joined on to the eaclosure.

Five trenches were sscavated, ranging batween 1 and 16 n® (Table 17).

Table 17. Treach sizes for 2530 AB 11/A, Sizes are in square metres.

Leval Trench
1 2 3 4 5 TOTAL
1 - 0,25 i 1 1 3,25
2 - 0,25 H 1 1 3,25
16 2 2 1 1 2 )
3 16 2 2 1 1 22
Stratigraphy

Three atrasigraphic units weve cecognized (Fige. 32, 33), “.evel 1 wae
& husic layer. Leval 2 was a red brown soil and level which gradad iato

level 3, a ved brown pebbly sart, Level 1 ocourred in all trenches




except tremch 1. Level 2 was divided iuto two umits, level 2a which

terminated at the base of the stoue walle and levsl 2b between the

‘base of the walls and level 3. Lavel 2a was absent from trench 1

which had been ercded to below the level of the terruce wall, The

tersace valls were all at the same level and appested to have been
33).

The generalized stratigreshy wast

built on the ground surface !

Level 1 ~ humus

05 e
Level 2a - red brown soil 5-12 em
Level 2b - red brown soil 12220 cm
Level 3 ~ red pebbly earth 20 e
Two aecurzed, P A vas frou level 2b
whils 8, by 2 single

sherd and a few
stone toals occurred in level 3.

Features: Component A.

A small oval patch of floor (16 % 7 cm) occurred in level 2b of rremch 1,

(Fig. 33)., This feature could not be interpreted, A concencration of
charred small twiga occurred about 1,5 m to the southeast of the £loor.

Pottery and a small piece of slag were found next to this feature,

FINDS

Fottery
A total of 122 sherds fxom twelve vessels wera Tecovered, A new motif
mode, mode K occurred and consisted of parallel lines of broad line

incisfon, Four types were defined by medal intersection (Fis. 34).
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Site 2530 AD 11 (A), plam of features in tremeh 1.
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Type 3: frem T3 layout 3; motif B, A recurved bowl with & linc
of herringbone punctates or oblique ineiaion belew the
rin and en incised chevron or arcade on the shoulder
Black could oecur above the ¢heviom snd rad helow,

Type 6: form 1; motif G, An undecorated tecurved jar

Type 7t form ITY; motif G, An undecorated open bowl
form indeterminate; motif K., A sherd with perallel

lines of braad line incisiom.

Type L

A claar stratigraphic separation of types occurred and type 12 was

confined to Component B (Table 18),

able 18, Distribution of Types by lavels, 2530 AD 11 (a).
Level 36 7 12 2/34 TOTAL

Component  Trench
1 1Y 2 1 3 2 8
2 2 1 1
A 3 2b 1 1
& 2b 1 1
5
B 1 3 1 1
TOTAL 2 1 4 1 3 12
MHetal

4 piece of slag, which weighed 60 g, was recovered from lavel 2b of
trench 1, The slag had a positive reaction for iron and no reaction for

copper.

Stone
Four stone flakes came from level 3 of trepch 1, The flekes were

abraded and came from the sama level as the Type 1. vessel,
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Site 2530 AB 14

This gite was at the weat end of Settlement D on a west facing slove.
The stons walls were on & stesp slope, but the west end appeared to have
been artificially levelled (Pig. 35). The ruin consisted of a small
central snclosure, 4,3 m in diameter surrounded by an enclosing wall.
The small cemtral enclosure was joined to the surrounding wall by low
stone lines, and & number of internal diviefons oceurred, The ruin
was surrounded by eollapsed terraca wella.

Bight trenchas were excavated. They ranged in size between 0,25

and 7 w? (Table 19).

Tsble 19, Trench sizes for 2530 AB 14, in aquare metres.

Level Trench
102 03 5 6 1 8 TOTAL
1 7 01 2 3 1 1 1 0,2 16,25
2 7 01 2 3 1 1 1 0,25 16,25
3 701 oz 3 1 1 1 0,2 18,25
Stratigraphy

Three stratigraphic wnits occursed in all the trenches (Fig. 36):
Level 1 ~ red soil with few pebbles 0-10 e
Level 2 = rad pebbly earth 10-13 ¢ca

Level 3 ~ red pebbly earth, clay nedules and diabase boulders 38 cw

The stone wails rested in level 2. A single cultural componont oceurzed
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Fig. 35. Site plan of 2530 AB 14,
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Pig. 36. Site 2530 A¥ 14, sections of tremches 1, 2, 3, &
and 7,



in level 1.

Fortery
4 totsl of aeven undecorated sherds were vecovered from three of tne

crenches. The other trenched were sterile (Table 20).

Table 20, bistribution of sherda, 2530 a3 14.

Trench
Tevel 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 TOTAL
1 2 - - 3 1 ~ 1 - 7

Stone

A rubber was found on the surface next to the central emclosure. It

bed a single smoothed surface,

7



PART IIL: CATTLE TRACKS AND TERRACES

site 2530 4D 11 (3)
The secend site of 2530 4D 11 was a terraced arex on & steep slope,
No disesrnable broak in the terracing occurred between tha enciosure
and the excavated ares, some 40 m from the ruin (Fig, 37). The terraces

ares had several sub rectanguler and pol al Unlake the

terraces around 2530 AD 11 (A), the wells ware well built and up to
about 1 m high,

Thres 1 w? trenches were excavated,

Stratigraphy
Three stratigraphic units cccurred (Fig. 38).
Tevel L ~ red soil 0-3 em
Level 2 - red pabbly soil 37 em
Level 3 - red pehbly earth with ferricrete snd clay nodules 7 em
Treaches 1 and 2 were located on either side of a stone wall,
The base of the wall in tranch 1 { and 3) rasted in level 2 avt was

above the basa of the wall lu tremel 2, which lay in level 3.

Site 2330 4b 12
The cattle track vas located in the centre of Settlement G. The walls

wera2 just over 1 m bigh ard the track was 6,5 m wida, The track ran



Fig, 25, Site 2530 AD 9, plan of faatures inm tremch 5,
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INTER SITE COMPARISONS

The assemblagas were comparod to show the similarity betwaen the

ceramica recovered from the stone ruins. Only decorated types were
compared because those contain the most stylistic information. The
Componeat A asgemblages were clearly related and different From the

Component B collections (Tsbla 21),

Table 21, Inter site comparison of decorated types.
Component: site TYRES

2530 4B 16 L A

2530 AD 11 (4) - -
A 2530 AD § - 2

2530 4D & -5
2530 AD 10 (Aand B) 12
2530 4D 10 (A and B) - 4
2530 4D 4 LT A R S
2530 4D © - - e = s e -
2530 AD 11(A) EC R R S |

'
:
1
[

N

-

Component A

The largest assemblage, 2330 AD 10 (A and B) produced the most
decorated types, but individual types £rom other component A assemblages
corrasponded with types from the large aseemblage. Two sites, 2530 AB
16 and 2530 AD 11 (4) hod only one decorated typa, Excavations ot

these sitea were small becavse ome, 2530 AR 16, was badly eroded and
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at other, 2530 AD L3 (A}, features pre dated the walls,

& clearer grouping of the Compoment A assemblages was found if
dacoration modes were compared (Table 22). Only one decoration mode
was migaing from 2530 4D 4 and 2530 AD 9 and this mode vas only found
once. Situs 2530 AB 16 and 2530 AD 11 (A) have omly one decoration mode

euch but this was due to small sample sizes.

Tabla 72 Comparison of ion mades for A biages,
MODE
Site A B ¢
2530 AB 16 - -
2530 A0 11 (&) - x -
2530 40 9 £ X -
2530 4D 4 XX .
2530 AD 10 ( A and B) X X X




DISCUSSTON

The present excavations have demonstrated that all of the ruina belomg
to 2 single phase of one Trom Age culture. The evidenee from pattern
agsemblages and the strakigraphy of the ruina is clear on this point,
and the differences in the ruin types, therefore, cannot be ascribed
to different peoples.

The ceramic analysis showed that ell the component A assemblages
ara related, These assemblages clesrly belong within the historic
Pedi tradition, since the type system and individual modes match
oxamples purchased in the 1940's (Mutfuan 1979; Lawton 1967)., For

the purposes of this d. the A b: will be

called Marateng, the pame of a wountain to the west of the Badfontein
valley., Marateng pottery includes two types described by Laidler
(1932, 1938), the ST; and ST, pottery described by Schofield (1948)
and the asdemblages Tecovered from stone ruins by Evers (1975). The
component & colieations were clearly different from Maragemg pottery,
and type 1%, with multiple baud decorstion, and type 12, with parallel
broad line incision, are clearly related to the Sterkapruit/Klingbeil
facies (S/K) of the first milleniun AD (of Evars im prep,; Inskeep and
Mapgs 1875}, Type 10 also may be related to 5/K pottery, but the
collection was not in primary contexe,

The strarigraphic sequence in all sites was similar, Marateng

pottery wus associated with strakigraphic unde 1, and /R with unit
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2, 1In mest instances the ruin walls, terraces and cattle tracks
rested on top of level 2, They are therefure younger than $/K pottery
and associated witn Marateng ceramics, A few walls extended into level
2 or rested on top of level 3 (2530 AD 10 (B), 2530 AD il (B) 14},
tut in these cases other parts of the walls rested on top of level 2,
and they must alao be asgociated with Marateng ceramics. The different
levels of the walls indicated that some cpen areas had baen
intentionally levelled (2530 AD 10 (B), 2530 40 1L (B}, a prsctice
previously recorded only for hut £loors {(Marker and Evers 1976).
A slightly differsnt sitvation occurred at 2530 AD 11 (A), Here
the Marateng ceramics and sa associated fleor wers recovered from a
stratigraphic unit below the base of the walls, and thera are three
possible explanations, First, the fleor may be associated with 2530
4D 10 (B), even though it is some distance away. This would indieate
that huts were more numerous or more dispersed than previcusly thought
(Evers 1975}, The hut remaina between 2530 AD 10 (4) and 10 (B)
indicated that this is possible. Secomdly, the fleor gould be part of
a £ield hut which belonged to a ruin older than 2530 AD 10 (B) and
gome distance away. Fimally it may indicate that the beginning of the
Marateng pottery phase pre dates the stone walls. No attempt was made
to tast trhese hypotheges bacauso this would have required large scale
excavations beyond the scope of the present project. -
The two tuin types belong to the same phase, and the different
plans prebably relate to diffevent functions, Ouly the complex ruius
were coupled with huta, andi these units were abviously homesteads, The
edmple ruins were associated with field terracing end, judged Frem their
form, most probably were enctosures for small stoclk, The similarity
between Marateng and Pedi ceramics suggests that the Pedi can be

used to provide ethmographic parsilels for the different wuin




types. Amongst the Pedi large stock are kralled in the middle of
homesteads, and this corresponds to the complex ruins, On the other
hand, emall sidek are kept separote from cattle, and their pems arve
7ot a functional part of homesteads (Momnig 19673, Tnis s amalogous
ko the simple ruins which show a random dispersal through a setrlement,
In addition, cattle graze away from the villages, while sheep and goats
graze batween the fialds (Monnig 1967) this is duplicated in the
Marateng phase where homestead enclosures are comnected by track ways
to the outside of settlements, but the simple ruins are mot,

Unlike the simple ruins, the homesteads show & stromg nucleation
vhich probably was 2 result of several factors. {(A) Even though
settlements tend to be located on gentle siopes, the amount of
zelatively flat ground within @ settlement is limited, Robbed stone
walls next to extant walls demonstrate that some of the nucleation was
@ vesult of the repeated use of these microzowes. (B) In addition
hemesteads were probably nucleated synchronically. This is supported
by the hut remains between 2530 AD 10 (A) and 10 (3), which do not
show evidence for two building phases. A synchronic clustering may
have been due to the clustering of sites on the flatter microzones,
or it may represent & larger sociocultural unit than the homestsad,
such ss a linenge within the settlement. (C) The final factor is
economic, Cossiderable time and effort was needed to erect the cattle
tracks, and thay appesr to be major routes in the ssttlements. Rather
than build new omes to a homestead, homestead sites were probably
shosen cloge &0 a track,

Both settlemant location and ruin patterns ave the result of
adaptation to the avea by subsistence farmors, Each settlement appears
te have been # diapersed village with clusters of homestoads locateu

within terraced fields. The tracks would havo protectad fields £zom
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cattle,which grazed outside sattlements. Small stock probably grazed
‘verween the flelds. The location of settlementa seems to have baen
wonstrained by Fairly obvious factors, such as proximity to perenaial
water and the use of gentla slopes, The prefarence for west facing
slopas was probably dictated by temperature changss. At tha present
time, east aspect slopes ave coversd by shadow in the early afternoon,
wi¥h a consequent drop in tempurature, and in winter these slopes are the
most prome to frost,

The present study provides & clear statement ¢m the utility of the
ruin cypology approach to sequence comstruction. The ruins were nok all
‘homesteads, and their forms were related to tha funciiomal uses they
were put to by on¢ culture. Further, au babitation ruin in one area
may look similar to a wuin with a differant Function in another area,
The majority of homesteads in the Tugela basin have a simple cireular
enclostre (Maggs 1979}, similar to the simple ruins in the present

study arca iated with smoll Livestock

¥ , the historic
Podi sre known to have had cabtle posts located away from villages,
which had different ground plams from the villages (Mounig 1967).
Theae variants would b separated inte different cultvral groups if
ruin plans were given cultural status, These poiuts do not negate

the fact ¢hat in some instancos ruin plans are culturally determined
{(Maggs 1976, 1976b), but they demomstrate that ruin plans ix
themsalves are not sufficient to define 2 cultural entity bacause
function and style are confounded, Minimally, the presence or abpence
of huts must be considored, Stylistic variation in ceramics (Huffman
1979; Laweon 1967) is still che best determinant of archaeological
entities in the African Iron Age, and ceramic sequences provide a
framevork within vhich variation in ssttlomeat typolegy can be

explained.
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Fig. 31., Site plen of 2530 AD 11 (4).
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Fig, 37. Site plan of 2530 AD 11 (B).
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from east to west (Fig. 2).
Two 1 x 1 m trenches were excavated against the outside of the

cattle tmack walls (Fig. 39),

Stratigraph;
‘Iwo stratigraphic units were recognized (Fig. 39).
Level 1 ~ red sofl 018
Leval 2 = red pebbly soil 18 em

The stone walls rested on top of level 2. No cultural material was

found,
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