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Chapter 1
Theoretical Framework.

Introduction

Norman Myers affirms that, ‘nobody can feel finaflgcure as long as others are persistently
insecuré. Therefore, as long there are the ‘haves’ andebaot’ in societies, there will be a
consistent conflict between men. Consequentlyptstime of development and development
planning is really a statement of the relationdiepveen the between the poor and the rich.

Caroline Thomas asserts that it is the existingcttires of power that establish who will
benefit in development and who will AoSince the political elite are defined as the ‘pow
holders of the body politf¢ the game between civil society and dam consncts
between two players. On the one hand are the gailiglite who carry decision-making
power over developmental projects while on the otiend, are the non-elites who do not
have any power, but desire to change the establisegemonyin order to attain the best
reimbursements for their group. It is these noteethat will then dream of forming an

organised group and ultimately gather themselvesrtature a civil society.

This section of the paper looks at the game between groups and dam construction and

the influence a strong civil society can have andhtcome of development.

1.1 The Influence of Civil Society on Dam Construction and Development.

The game begins with the political elite who, foeit valid reasons, plan to construct a dam
in order to improve services in the state. Itesehwhere the political elite make an appeal to
an international agency, for financial assistamcdam building. In the case of Sondu Miriu,

the foreign agency was the Japanese Bank for kEtierral Cooperation.

It is the responsibility of the political elite tovolve the community of the targeted location
in the planning of the project in order to secuegedopment that is beneficial and fair for all.

! Dyer, Hugh. 2001. Environmental Security and Ing¢ional Relations: The Case of EnclosuBambridge
University Press. Review of International Stud@g5-21.

2 Thomas, Caroline. 2001. Global Governance, Devet and Human Security; Exploring the LinKsylor

and Francis Publishing hird World Quarterly. Vol 22, No 2.
3 Bucharach, Peter. 2010. Political Elites in a Deraoy.Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick NJ.
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If however, the elite fail to act accordingly andntinue with the project without the
participation of the community, those who are maeaised will create a civil society that

focuses on redirecting development plans whichtheit needs.

Through using the information gathered by the @eaitiety, the organisation will use various
mediums such as media and protest in order to ymiessboth the state and its international

support agency to alter the preliminary plans adodam construction.

Therefore, equal and fair decisions in regardsifodevelopmental processes are initially in
the prerogative of the political elite who haveesxto resource power and information. Yet
at the same time, if the elite do not fairly preetigood governance and fail to allow the
participation of the underprivileged in developnamirocesses, civil society can shift the

paradigm around dam construction and change tleedfihe development as a whole.

It is in this way that civil society can influeng®licy outcomes on dam building as civic
groups educate people on the skills of citizenginigh offer a structure for the expression of
what is at the foundation of their ideology. In essvhere formal citizenship rights may not
be well-entrenched, it is civic groups that provitle channels through which poor people
can make their voices heard in government decisiaking, thus helping to promote

transparency, accountability, curb corruption, dnild a social consensus in favour of

economic reform

This paper assumes that civil society needs tactieean order to reach policy outcomes that
suit all members of society and in turn result msifive and fair development. For the
purpose of this research, this paper uses civilegp@s the independent variable while

employing dam construction as the dependent variabl

Claim A: Without the participation of civil sociein initial decision making processes, fair

development though dam construction cannot benatai

Claim B: With the participation of civil society imitial decision making processes, fair

development through dam construction can be atlaine

This paper employs the claim A and B due to the tlaat it emphasizes on the key role that

civil society plays in changing policy outcomesdafvelopment projects. If the government,

® Howell, Jude and Peace Jenny. 2001. Civil SoeiatyDevelopment. A critical Exploratiobynne Rienner
Publishers, London.




in this case the Kenyan, does not take advantage @fic group in coming up with a
resolution around dam construction before developintekes place, not only is good
governance put at risk but also the needs of tle. pvhen a civic association is allowed
participation it can have influence and changeqgyobutcomes as the voices of those who
reside at the targeted area are respected and itatkeaccount. With the involvement of a
civil society in dam construction development, theation of the project may be moved

either up or down the river in accordance to hogvgtrrounding community is dependent on

the resource.

In addition, participation of a civil associatiorarc influence the policy outcomes of
resettlement of the targeted community. The ciatisty will be able to inform the

government of the exact needs of the communityctdte by dam construction, rather than
view point of a social impact assessment. Issuasnd loss of land by commune members,
compensation or employment opportunities can beudsed ensuring that the dam

construction does not damper the economic andralitkeeds of the affected community.

In this way, formal citizenship rights are well-@slished as the civic group provides the
means through which poor people can make theiregolteard in government decision-
making, thus helping to promote transparency, aweduility, curb corruption, and build a

social consensus in favour of economic reform.

From this analysis, this paper employs the hypashtst the civil society, especially the
Sondu Miriu Advocacy Group was not taken in to edesation during project planning and

implementation.

The diagrams below illustrate the causal relatidretween civil society and dam

construction.

Claim A.
Political Elite (International Policy Dam
Bank) > Outcomes | Construction




Claim B:

ivil Society N ' )
—>| development » (International > Policy Outcomes
Bank)

Dam construction

From the above figures it is evident that the pmltelite can produce policy outcomes and
achieve successful dam construction without thieiemice and participation of civil society,

however this will not bring about fair development.

Conversely, when civil society is active and pgpates in dam planning, fair development
will automatically be implied as politicians willkebcompelled to take into consideration the
needs of the most marginalised citizens, changotigyoutcomes towards dam construction

that reassures fair development.

Unfortunately, due to the fact that civil societiasAfrica very rarely have access to other
forms of income independent of the state or extedmmors, they are in a vulnerable
position and thus may have difficulties pushing foeir own agendas to be addre$sed
Thus, because of this vulnerability fair developties mostly in the hands of the political
elite. In fact, the sensitive problems facing cadsociations in sub-Saharan African states
has domestic and international roots linked to slens made by political elites of the nation

state.

Therefore, the participation of civil society inmdaconstruction planning is essential for fair
development to be accomplished. However, it isemaiugh to only have the contribution

civil society. For the actualisation of fair devetoent, civil society must be strong in order to

® Makumbe , John . 1998. Is there a Civil Societirica? International Affairs, Volume 74, Number. 2, p.
305.




pressurise and to confront the political elite® iohanging any policy outcomes that are not
in accordance to the association’s agenda. This bmarvery challenging for the civic
community in Africa as many associations are weakl dace many organisational

difficulties.

1.2 Elements of a Strong Civil Society.

According to Molutsi and Holm who avow that civd@ety in the region is weak, African
states need to ensure three fundamental elemeritsiorganisational structure of civic
organisations in order to achieve a strong assoni#tat is able to confront the state, shape

governance and development planning.

Firstly, the scholars suggest that civil assocreianust have a strong organisational
structure within the parfy The group must stimulate lasting institutionahections with
their members and potential constituency. Consdtyyehere should be a regular exchange
of people in leadership positions who establislgams servicing the members, employing
permanent staff and also securing a dependableesafiincome for the association. For
the scholars, lack of this in the structural urfitaccivil society will make it less likely to

become credible source of pofter

Sibel Cekic continues with a feminist critique bétorganisational structure of civil society
by proclaiming that the internal configuration witltivil society tends to mirror that of the
external world which it desires to confront wheender and class are have influence on
power relationd Thus, for Cekic, certain issues may be negleatetiare not pushed onto
the group’s agenda as there are marginalised ohai$ within the organisational structure
who may face forms of oppression based on thesscind gend&t For Cekic, this is a
form of weakness in the civic association as souigest matters are unfairly prioritized

over others.

Secondly, if a civil society is to mobilise itsedfjainst the state, knowledgeable persons

within the group must be available. This tendbd@roblematic in the sub-Saharan African

"Holm, D. John, Molutsi, P. Patrick. 1990. DevetapDemocracy When Civil Society is Weak, The cdse o

8Botswana.Oxford University Press on Behalf of the Royal A& Society African Affairs, Vol. 89, No. 356.
Ibid.

% Cekic, Sibel. 2008. Feminist Critique of the Matiof Civil Society Available at:

http://www.allacademic.com/meta/p_mla_apa _resea&itition/0/2/3/4/0/p23406 index.htnRetrieved on 19

September 2010.

10 pid.




context as the nature of the employment limits tyesatly for the reason that most of
educated members of the public are employed by rgovent!. In other words,
knowledgeable man power is scarce meaning thaaliigy of the civic group to increase
its capacity for rational persuasion in order tuence change and confront government

bureaucracy is weak

Without knowledgeable man power, the skills to il policies and project papers required
to convince other educated persons to believe dhptoblem needing a rational solution

exists are lost.

This is closely connected to the third element msslefor maintaining of a strong civil
society. For Molutsi and Holm, a strong society trus able to create a policy debate that
includes politicians, civil servants and group lkead However, without educated members
this may not be possible and the society may ¢afbtce issues onto the national arena as it
means publicising the group’s problems and progosat only among its members but also
for the mass media and general public. There istal meed for the civil society to be
educationally empowered in order to use their mfation gathered to the best of their
abilities. This is because the main objective & tivil society is to mobilise itself for a
public debate where civil servants and politicians persuaded and called to recognise that

there is a need to make changes that are relativetgroups concern.

By looking at the economic behaviour of civic gosu social analysts such as John
Makumbe and Larry Diamond have add to scholarsiigh® issues around fragile civic
groups by suggesting that civil society is weakAiflica due to the fact that they are

dependent on financial suppdtt.

In agreement, John Makumbe goes on further to tadis&tr civil societies in the African

region are weakened by their dependence on intenatfinancial sustenance which may
not always be available due to the fact that feoremyvned businesses or international
institutions prioritise their relationship with tretate rather than the strength of its civil
societies, securing only a business to businesgiaeship and avoiding involvement in

domestic politic¥’. That is to say, civil society can fail to attranternational financial

2 bid.
12 pid.
13 bid.
14 Makumbe, John. 1998.



support as organisation also seek to viewed bycafrigovernments as good partners rather

than supporters of internal tension and conflict.

Although there may be potential to find economipmart from the indigenous business
scene, enterprises also avoid being involved whth political arena as this may damage
relations with the governments and therefore tampih any opportunities of wining
government tendel® This means a financial drawback on many plarth@fife of the civil

society, leaving the civic community alone and @eafe for help.

1.3 Conclusion

To sum up this paper maintains that for fair depeient to be achieved in dam construction,
a civic community must be active and participateinitial decision making procedures
together with the political elite for the margirsad to be considered and protected. Without
the participation of a civil society in dam plangimot only is good governance put at risk
but, also admirable development.

At the same time, this paper understands that terdactors that prohibit civil societies to
achieve their agendas as many associations are Wenla strong civil society to influence
any policy outcomes proposed by the state, a goomeist have well-built organisational
structure, an educated committee capable of pubgsie groups proposals and stimulating
rational persuasion where politicians and civivaats are called to recognize problem areas.
Additionally, a source of economic sustenance iedepnt of both domestic and

international support is very problematic to acki@vthe sub-Saharan African region.

' bid.



Chapter 2
Literature Review.

Introduction

Sustainable development is a pattern of resoureevhiere the main objective is to not only
meet human needs but also conserve the environfoentoth present and future
generation¥. Sustainable development is understood to mean hhman society can
continue to develop economically without end wtalso protecting the natural ecosystems
upon which individuals rely’ The notion is a global agenda that is intrinsicathieving

Millennium Development Goals.

In a region known for political and economic comiap where the results of development
projects can either be extremely successful or stating, sustainable development for sub-
Saharan Africa offers states a utopic promise #tanomic and political growth can be
achieved alongside the preservation of traditiomalys of life and the protection of the

environment.

While the idea of successful sustainable developiseappealing, there are factors that bring
doubts to whether or not it is in actual fact achlde in a region where states tend to make
decisions that marginalize the livelihoods of thesmvulnerable poor due to weak civil

societie®.

If indeed sustainable development is to be attaimedprojects that effect both the
environment and the society such as dam constryctiven strong mechanisms that
recognize civil society need to be strengthenearder for individuals to experience freedom

as a form of development, and thus choose for thlms their account of the good life.

At this point the research explores the links andakmesses between sustainable
development, development and civil society. Thst feection discusses the limitations of the
term sustainable development and how that posaschallenge in developmental processes.
The paper then moves to look at Amartya Sen’s atdcofl development as freedom to

'8 Harrison E. Neil. 2000. Constructing Sustainabé&opmentUniversity of New York Press. New York.
17 |k
Ibid.
18 Carvalho, O. Georgia. 2008ustainable Development: Is it Achievable withie thxisting International
Political Economy ContextPohn Wiley and Sons. New York.

10



provide an account of human development. This tleads the paper to the discussions
around civil society and the crucial role that kisociety plays in ensuring real, equal
development. Lastly the paper shifts to analyzimg ¢hallenges facing African civil society
in order to highlight the confines of individuae&dom in the region which can hinder both

development and sustainable development as a whole.

2.1 The Challenge of Sustainable Development

Sustainable development literature as has attracdeidus scholarly views. On one hand
analysts such as Simon Kuznets and John Madely gshasthers, are confident about
achieving sustainable development while on the roktt@ad, others construe that for poor
states striving to grow their industries and ecopoathieving sustainable development is
next to impossibfe. Georgia Carvalho argues that the difficulty irhiawing sustainable

development lies in the fact that concept is vague has no actual meaniffghus because

it has no meaning, there are no guidelines on lwattain it. She continues to state that its

lack of substantive meaning:

“Portrays the notion that it can be achieved incimeent system with just a little tweaking and stigreening

of the current development motfel

This accordingly gives room for political opportties to take root within the paradigm that
may or may not have positive results. Additionafigholars such as Sharachchandra Lele,
Micheal Redcliff and John Robinson are also critichthe meaning behind sustainable
development and how it affects the process of dgwveent as a whaté John Robinson
continues on this argument by acknowledging tha ttagueness of the sustainable
development concept allows for negotiations to taleee on which ever area of the notion
that governments or business wish to suppoFhat is to say, due to its fuzziness concept of
sustainable development can be used to supporstansable activities. In addition, failure to

define the concept means that it becomes even difficilt to measure how it is practic&d

19 1bid

Dbid.

2 |bid.

22 Hecht, Alan. 1999. The Traid of Sustainable Dewpelent: Promoting Sustainable Development in
Developing CountriesSAGE. The Journal of environment and developnfegtl13.

% Robinson, John. 2004. Squaring the Circle? Sonmidlits on the Idea of Sustainable DevelopmElsevir
Publishers, Vancouver. Pg 347.

2 1bid.
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Due to the fact that it is not clearly defined ahds there are no guidelines on how to
achieve sustainable development, its importancpotr countries has also attracted some
scholarly scrutiny. For poor countries in the depaig world, sustainable development has
presented itself as a threat to economic growthrevive many instances environmental or
social sustainability must be compromised in orterbuild industries and uplift the
economy”. Amongst others, Jeffery Leonard asserts thapdor countries, short term
problems such as boosting economic growth are gatemtion before long term problems
such the environment and the care of small soc@gg®. That is to say, for developing
countries, the challenge of poverty reduction andirenmental protection is often seen as
adversative. This suggests that some aspects @irsisle development will be prioritized
over others due to the fact that many policy makeoeveloping countries remain convinced
that protecting the environment and marginalizedadagroups can hinder their economic
growtt?’. Micheal Cernea concurs, suggesting that becagsmomists are the main
professional body involved in the very initial agsnent planning of dam construction, they
tend to do very little into incorporating cultuid social variables into project mod&ls

‘As in the past, people are often robbed of theid|aconfined to reservations or territories, maatized or

forced to flee due to a development prdjett

Therefore, the review of sustainable developmenthia context is based on the liaison
between ends and medhsAccordingly, in order to achieve successful sustae

development, projects should avoid considering hurbaings as simply the means of
production and material prosperity, making thenead. Although it may be true that wealth
and affluence can make a great contribution intorgavelfare, development projects that
place the maximizing of the country’s Gross Natldaduct at its focus tend to mainly look
at making communities as whole more affluent antitn neglect the ways in which wealth

creation affects way of life for the most margiaatl social groups.

%% Hecht, Alan. 1999.
% Leonard, Jeffery. 1989. Environment and the PDerelopment Strategies for a Common Ager@eerseas
Development council, Washington D.C.
" bid.
% Cernea, M Michael. 1991. Putting People First;i@ogical Variables in Rural Developme@xford
University Press for the World Bank, New York.
29 i

Ibid.
30 Anand, Sudhir and Amartya, Sen. 2000. Human Dewent and Economic SustainabiliBisevier Science
Ltd. World Development. Vol- 28. No.12.
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2.2 Development as Freedom

In his human development approach, Amar8en contends to the notion of sustainable
development that is based on utilitarian ethics rehepulence for the greatest number of
people is a main priority. For Sen, what shouldbstained is the character of the lives lead
by all members of society That is to say, while upholding and expanding thaterial
foundations of human life such as dams, projectailshnot neglect the essential focus of
preserving the quality of human life as an ¥ndn his explanation of development as
freedom, Sen is thoughtful of individual agency @yoés so far in arguing that individuals
should be free to choose for themselves their oamative of ‘the good life.” This therefore
means that in exercising choices, real freedomjsyed as democratic pluralism in a system
of governance, which guarantees that the mostalreconomic preferences are assured by
institutions, free press and political partfesThat is to say, true development of any kind,

involves the active participation of informed huntangs in processes of social change.

2.3 What is Civil Society?

Civil society is the medium which provides the wegtiparticipation needed for good
governance be achieved and freedom to be exprassedllows the most marginalized and

poor to influence and challenge state decisionshvaffect communiti€s.

There are various scholarly views explaining thecept of civil society. John Makumbe defines civil

society as:

“An aggregate of institutions whose members are gadygrimarily in a complex of non-state activities
economic, and cultural production, voluntary idgnby exercising all sorts of pressures and costugon the

state institutiong *®

The London School of Economics provides a detdleidconcise definition of civil society,

*! bid,

%2 bid.

33 Corbridge, Stuart. 2002. Development as freeddme: Spaces of Amartya SEBAGE. Progress in
Development Studies.

34 Keck, E. Margaret and Sikkink, Kathyryn. 1998. iistts Beyond Borders: Advocacy Methods in
International PoliticsCornell University Press, New York.

% Makumbe , John .1998.
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Civil society refers to the arena of uncoercedemiVe action around shared interests,
purposes and values. In theory, its institutiomaihfs are distinct from those of the state,
family and market, though in practice, the bourelihetween state, civil society, family
and market are often complex, blurred and negatia@évil society commonly embraces a
diversity of spaces, actors and institutional formarying in their degree of formality,
autonomy and power. Civil societies are often patad by organisations such as registered
charities, development non-governmental organisafiocommunity groups, women's
organisations, faith-based organisations, professiassociations, trades unions, self-help

groups, social movements, business associatioahticns and advocacy grodp.

From the above definition it is clear that the agpicof civil society involves an assembly of
institutions and formations, thus it is safe to #slagt civil associations are significant both
nationally and internationally. Civil society ispegially vital to this study as it is a medium,
which increases channels of accessing the intemmiti systei and international
mechanisms such as sustainable development fratt@bup approach.

In their attempts to change the behavior of govermisiand international organizations, civic
associations rely mostly on information as a soofgeower in order to not only express but

also implement individual freedom.

2.4 TheRoleof Civil Society in Sustaining Development
The UNDP has often used the strength of civil desein many developing nations as a

method to measure the level of freedom employetkirelopmental proces$@sin this way,
the strengthening of civil society has been comderinto a key ingredient of many
development approach@sas through civil society, democracy becomes a ireauent

instead of a result of developméht

“Politics matter for human development because [geeyperywhere want to be free to determine theitides,
express their view and participate in the decisithias shape their lives. This capability is justiraportant for

human development and expanding people’s choicbsiag able to read or enjoy good he#ith

% The Centre for Civil Society: What is Civil Sogi€tLondon School of Economics and Political Science,
London, March 1994. Available dittp://www.Ise.ac.uk/collections/CCS/what is_cigibciety.htm Retrieved
on 15 September 2010.

37 Keck, E. Margaret and Sikkink, Kathyryn. 1998.

3 Howell, Jude and Peace, Jenny. 2001. Civil SoeiatyDevelopment. A critical Exploratiollynne Rienner
Publishers, London.

3 Willis, Katie. 2005, Theories and Willis of Develment.Routledge, New York.

“°Howell, Jude and Peace Jenny. 2001.
L Willis, Katie. 2005.
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As they do not carry any power in the traditiorese of the word, civil societies are forced
to use their information, ideas and strategies t®kto rework the values with which states
make and base their policfésThis often involves not only reasoning with thaittagonists
but also inducing pressure, encouraging sanctiors faumiliating the pursued venture.
Accordingly, civil society networks act as impottdields for negotiation where both state
and non-state actors interact inducing possikslitief changing either domestic or
international procedures. In their agenda to renahize the behavior and attitudes of states
and international organizations, civil societies ta@nsport new ideas norms and discourses

into policy debates, acting as a resource of inégiom that declare truth

Thus, civil society plays vital role in issuing gees where states fail to do so. This can be in
attempts of eradicating poverty, preventing depietof the environment and reducing
inequalities by protecting marginalized peoplestry.d@iamond agrees in stating that civil
society carries out many central functions for golednocratic development by challenging
the power of the state and confronting any abusés authority by scrutinizing the degrees
in which human rights laws have been broken in bgreent processés In thus doing, civil
society plays a major role in educating citizengtdir responsibilities and rights as they
integrate the most marginalized social groups cisilen making processes. Through this, the
marginalized are able to form a community with $laene interests in economic and political
reform€>. In this way, individuals are active in driving vddopment that benefits them

collectively and individually.

In short, civil society provides an opportunity thiose who are not involved in state making
decisions to enjoy a freedom of expression wheeg tfoices can ultimately challenge the
government and its agendas. Civil society is egfigcvital for the protection of the most
poor and neglected citizens. Understandably, swediety plays a progressively more vital
role in governance and development globally, howewe many developing countries
awareness about the movement of civil society itheralimited. This means that
opportunities for civil society and their stakehayisl to unite and discuss current issues that

affect individuals in the community are rare mostle to economical constraints.

*2 |bid.

3 Keck, E. Margaret and Sikkink, Kathyryn. 1998.
* Leonard, Jeffery. 1989

> Makumbe, John. 1998.
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2.5 Civil Society in Africa, a Weakness in Developmental Processes

Although they are of crucial necessity in the regithe role and abilities of civil society in
the African context has become increasingly problgznJohn Makumbe argues that because
there are some organized groups of people who dakeon-state activities in the aim of
exercising pressure on governance in order to @gsusitive socio-economic changes, it is
only to that extent that civil societies in Africexist®. However, due to financial,
organizational and operational limitations, civilcgety in the sub-Saharan African region is
weak and can barely claim subsistence. For Makuithiese imbalances in within African
civil society make it nearly impossible for the angzational bodies to successfully represent,
promote and protect the interests of the margiediiz

Due to the fact that many aspects of the regionstileexperiencing major developmental
changes, civic groups in sub-Saharan Africa arapable of self-sustenance independent of
support from the state or international dofiorsThis means that initially, their autonomy is
compromised as they are forced to push for the dmesf their financial supporters.
Accordingly, the rights and views of the marginatizare rarely protected the ability to
embark on change is weak. In addition, Makumbe esgthat lack of knowledge and
awareness of the way in which government functionkiow policies are prepared is also
what confines civil societies due to the fact tigavernment officials in Africa have a
tendency to covetously safeguard valuable inforomafrom the public sphere as a form of

maintaining state contrl

In her observation about the weaknesses in ciciesies of the Sub-Saharan African, Naomi
Chazan notes that associations in the region axentany issues and thus face challenges in
maintaining an organizational focus. For Chazarmjeties can only achieve true victory
when they have rather specific and limited objexgjvand in addition have their own
resources as well as possess a middle level irtyoas a whole without being parochfal

*® |bid
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Therefore, in the African scenario, this can bdegproblematic as autonomous capital is not
only challenging to gain but finding civil societgembers that are at the middle level of
society and employed outside of government is radelitionally, she adds that to find such

individuals as members of the association who an@ased and support unconventional

issues that challenge government is infrequertérrégion™.

This is to say that not only are civil societies Africa confronted by lack of resource
sustenance that can have a great impact on supgpavtiatever agenda they aim to push, but
they are also defied by the organizational strgctuithin the organization itself which can
determine the way in which issues are dealt witlis has been a great concern for feminist

scholarship on the notion.

2.6 Civil Society in Question. A Feminist Perspective

Although civil societies have been praised to beaf the back bone of democratic culture
and thus desirable human development, feminisgags of the notion go further to argue
that the social organization within civil groupg arot free from inequalities, fragmentations
and rivalries which in turn limit the liberty anddividuality of their members who truly wish
to fight for their cause. For Sibel Cekic, duethe fact that within civil groups there is
competition for influence, power and material reses and because associations mirror
societal hierarchies and inequalities based orsclgander, religion and ethnicity they will
also reinforce and maintain the same value syshanthey come frofi. It is therefore in
this way the unions composed in the civil socigifiese place limitations on the freedoms
and individuality of their members as they tie thdawn with institutional conventions and

rules.

On the same note of critiquing the social compositwithin civil societies Nelso Kafir
declares that conventional associations mechayipalimit the gender understandings of the
African the traditional social order to exclude agoition of the many organizational
activities of women as public behavior in male doatéd governancg For Kafir, because

by description civil society begins where the famédaves off to meet the public sphere, the

*! |bid.
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%3 Kafir, Nels0.1998. The Conventional Notion of Ci8bciety; A Critique Routeldge, Volume 36. Issue 2. pp.
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women’s subordinate position in the family is mdikely to be ignored®. This can be
extremely problematic in cases of dam constructtbere many of the women in the targeted
area are subsistence farmers and thus need tccloeled in development and resettlement
planning. If the women are already initially mamgined by their societies and in terms of
their ethnic group or religion, then a civil sogigroup of those women will most likely be
marginalized as well. This could make it very diffit for their agendas to be pushed and

revered in the political arena.

In recognizing marginalization in the African cigbciety arena, Aili Mari Tripp asserts that
the problem with women’s associations in the regsihe state’s failure to recognize the
groups as participating civil societies as they may engage the state itself. That is to say,
although their efforts aim to protect their indivad freedoms, health and economic well
being, activities of which are in line with thosé @& civil society, the group may be

marginalized because the members that constitatgrdup are wometr.

The feminist positions of looking at civil sociespecially in regards to Africa are important
to take into consideration as they illustrate tla@syin the democratic practices and thus
processes which limit freedoms and development awbde. If civil society is a necessary
condition of democracy and democracy is in turnrergmuisite of development as it an
expression of freedom, then the in depth analysishere civil society has gone wrong in
Africa is truly a revelation of the weaknesses év@lopmental procedures on the continent as

a whole.

2.7 Conclusion

Amartya Sen argues that development should bena dbfreedom that allows all
individuals, even the most marginalized and poatdcide for themselves their preferences

of the good lifé°. Thus, collective individual agency is necessargrder for choices to be

54 1@;
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made regarding what should and should not be intbosesocieties in the name of

development, and thus also, sustainable development

Civil society is the medium that offers particiatiof the poor at national level to challenge
states that impose development projects on indalglun the name of sustainable
development. Due to the fact that civil societgatpts to restrain state power in major
decision making processes its very existence mibans$air democracy is exercised which
accordingly translates to the realization of eglealelopment on all social groups. Therefore,

it is at the civil society level where developmbetomes a form of freedom.

It is in this way that civil society plays a majote in monitoring the type of development
projects employed by the state and thus, a critardlin achieving sustainable development

as it a medium of ensuring human development andtaiaing human freedoms.

However, within the framework of Africa, the vergusf civil society in itself has been
problematic. This is mainly due to the fact thatiédn civil societies are underdeveloped due

to weak middle class societies that lack the ressuto sustain autonomous associations

Additionally, it is rare to find civil society merebs in the sub-Saharan African region who
are not members of the government, which agaireplacstrain on which agendas are
supported since competition and power relationkiwithe organization can lead to a biased
schema.All these factors that weaken the Africail society can hinder democratic decision

making processes which as a result can affect &yeofvlife of many marginal groups.

If human development means that individuals throdeyelopment have the freedom to
choose for themselves their account of the goedtlifen sustainable development will be
difficult to achieve if African civil society is ristrengthened. Since projects which change
the way of life of the already marginalized are es@d without contestation due to weak

civil society, the promise of sustainable developtmeay only be for a select few.

5’ Chazan, Naomi and Harbesan, W. John. 1994.
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Chapter 3
M ethodology

I ntroduction

Social sciences have different ways of looking rtbfems which are both legitimate, but
here are some of the pitfalls with both quantiatand qualitative research. One the one
hand, scholars such as Fred Kerlinger argue ththbwh quantitative data may miss
contextual detail, it remains more efficient espgiin regards to the testing of hypotheses.
Supporters of qualitative research proclaim thaisit'more rich’ and less able to be
generalizetf while supporters of qualitative research in thei@sciences methodology have

argued that case studies are crucial instrumeatsh#ip develop policy relevant theories.

This section at of the paper explains why caseystuals the chosen methodology for the
research. It explains and what a qualitative reteas, highlighting its advantages and
disadvantages and then moving on to argue why stasly is the set methodology for the

paper.

3.1 What is Qualitative research?

Qualitative research is a form of social invesimathat focuses on the way people construe
and make sense of their experiences and the worldhich they livé®. It is a type of

research designed to explore the behaviour, pergpeand experiences of those who are
studied and to explore the factors that createstiogal behaviour in and around the targeted

area.

Dissimilar from quantitative research which is lthsen statistics and mathematics,
gualitative data is a descriptive in-depth accdhbat uses concepts and theories to explain its
targeted area of stufy Earl Babbie proclaims that the purpose of qatlie research is to
understand human engagement from the view poitiiage who are the centre point of the

researcf* Accordingly, qualitative research has been widesed in disciplines such as

8 Niell, James. 2007. Qualitative Versus QuantitaResearch: Key Points in a Classic DebAtailable at
http://wilderdom.com/research/QualitativeVersusQitativeResearch.htmRetrieved on 12 September 2010.

9 Holloway, Immy. 2007. Basic Concepts for QualitatResearctBlackwell Science, London.
60 [|hi
Ibid
®1 Babbie, Earl. 2004. The Practice of Social Rese@@sford University Press Southern Africa, Cape Tiow
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sociology, anthropology and psychology. Recentr@siein the methodology has stretched it
away from social sciences making it popular indsekuch as business and organisational
studies which previously favoured quantitative atatistical based reseaf&hThis however

is a relatively modern maturity as there has beemhmdebate over the advantages of

guantitative research over qualitative and vicesaer

3.2 Critiquing Qualitative Research

Quantitative database collectors have disapproveglalitative research on several views.
One of the most popular criticisms of qualitativatad is that it is too subjective and
impressionisti®®. Analysts assert that the methodology dependsnioch on the researchers
own unsystematic view points and on what they seeinaportant’. For qualitative
researchers, the weakness in this method is thanding on the subjective view of the
researcher, any variable may be chosen to suppeiselected study and theory. Therefore,

the data is not reliable or factual as is deriwednfthe observations of one or two pe8ple

Accordingly, critics of qualitative data capturingnd not to approve of the method as it
begins with open-ended manner, giving little infatian as to why one area of study was
chosen over the other until the narrowing downeskearch questions is tackled. This differs
greatly from quantitative investigation, which thskit problem statement at the immediate
starf®.

Another critique of qualitative data is, becausis gsubjective and relies on the originality of
the researcher, qualitative data cannot be replicatthus can only do justice or help the
specific case being studféd This is largely because the data collected igdam what is
decided by the researcher. Therefore, what is wbdetan only help bring clarification to
that particular case and not others, as the spdaiiilings cannot in anyway be applied to

other scenarios as this would otherwise be gemetaln. For quantitative researchers, this

®2 pid.

% Bryman, Alan and Bell, Emma. 2007. Business Reselrethods Second Edition. Oxford University Press,
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means that the data and findings collected areictest and thus are not useful for anything

outside of the targeted subject area case &udy

In short, critics of qualitative research disapg®f case study as a form of research as data
is collected from a subjective point of view andynize bias, challenging any form of
generalisation. Additionally, critics claim that ig hard to draw unambiguous cause and
effect conclusions as the variables chosen by relseis are derived from their own genuine

interpretation of the subject matter.

3.3 Why Qualitative Research? Why A Case Study?

Case study is one of the many forms of qualitatesearch. Among others are interviewing,
participant and nonparticipant observation, docuraealysis, and correspondefice

Although this paper has principally employed caggly as its methodology, other forms

such as document analysis and correspondenceeaderusupport of the investigation as part
of the case study.

Alexander George and Andrew Bennett have assdntdccase studies are commonly strong
especially where statistical methods and formal elodre weak. For them, case studies are

valuable in that they allow a testing of a propossghothesis however, they are also

predominantly beneficial for the development ohaary™.

Unlike statistical studies which tend to group tbge unrelated cases in order to have a
larger sample, case studies allow for more of aceptual developmefft In this way the
researcher can determine indicators that best eynthabretical concepts which lie at the
heart of the investigation. This form of methodglggovides the perfect platform to explore
variables such as democracy, political power aate strength which are otherwise difficult
to measure by social scientists in quantitative hoeéd>. These variables, which also
represent theoretical concepts, tend to requirgegtuimlized comparisons that look at

addressing the relevance that the variables ti@nglaorganizational systefits This means

®% Ipid.
% Holloway, Immy. 2007.
"0 George L. Alexander and Bennet Andrew. 2005. Gisdies and Theory Development in the Social
7SlciencesMIT Press. Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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that appropriate factors must be considered inildetach can in actual fact only be done

through case study research as statistical stddiest provide such activify,

Another advantage of case study research is thatoitvs an in depth detailed analysis of
causal mechanisms in individual cases which sigdistesearch often overloBk In a single
case intervening variables are observed in ordamntderstand the way in which systems
operate. This phenomenon is critically importanthe social sciences as not only does it
help to back up theory, but it also assists imiilating issues that may have previously been
missed’. This means that case studies unravel the linksess variables that may otherwise
have been disregarded. Accordingly, case studie®tail identify which conditions trigger

the causal mechanisfis

Statistical studies, which leave out contextualtdex except those that are marked for
measurement or utilized for representing a numlfetases, ignore many contextual and
interconnected variables which case studies péatigupay attention t6. That is to say, case

studies are commonly strong especially where stalsmethods and formal models are
weak. Case studies are valuable in that they alldesting of proposed hypothesis, and are

principally constructive for the development ohaary®.

Alexander George and Andrew Bennett have assehad dase studies are practical for
attaining high conceptual strength, and their gbilo permit an aptitude for addressing
causal complexity. That is to say, case studieswallesearchers to explore causal
relationships between variables which open pathd@ystrong a hypothesis to be derifkd

Through case studies, researchers can measuratodicthat best embody theoretical
concepts which the researcher intends to explaresécial scientists interested in variables
such as democracy, political power and state stinecgse methods are critical as statistical

research and formal methods do not allow an inkdapalysis of such factors.

Case studies have been used a wide-range of igagstis particularly in the sociological

studies and are designed to bring details fromvibe point of the participants by using

" Ibid.
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multiple sources of dafa It is for this reason that this form of methodplds best fitting for

this research as it gives voice to the marginalized

Case methods are inclined to be selective, focusingne or two issues that are fundamental
to understanding the system that is to be examamedanalysed. Additionally, case studies
allow a multi-perspective analysis which means tiwatonly does the researcher consider the
voice and perspective of the actors, but also ef rblevant groups of actors and the
interaction between them. In this way, a case staly give a voice to the powerless and

voiceless.

3.4 Conclusion

In short, case study as a form of qualitative rede#& a good source of cause and effect
revision as it takes an in-depth look at rare phsgrwa within communities and systems. This
alone provides a platform to confront theoreticabuamptions and bring about a new

hypothesis into play in the social science arena.

Although there is much criticism around the usejudlitative data collection and case study
research, the advantages of this type of methogtdlwag have previously been discussed are

favourable for this paper.

As this document looks to examine the cause artteffround dam construction, case study
is chosen as suitable methodology. As quantitatesearch would disregard essential
activities that affect the behaviour and livelihomfida community, qualitative research in the
form of case study is most appropriate for thislygms as it allows the use of theory and is

more considerate of those who are marginalised.

% |bid.
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Chapter 4

The Politics of Funding Sondu Miriu, Globalization and Fair Development.

Introduction

Dam construction arises from a series of decistaken from the initial planning process
through to the final authorization of a project dimdncial closure. At every stage different
actors are involved such as government organizgtierther public or private, financing
agencies, consulting companies and equipment sugpliEach group promotes its own self
interests throughout the process which can rarae profit, political power, property rights
and livelihood*. However, bilateral and multilateral developmennding agencies are
crucial for dam construction especially in the Kamyontext as the government cannot meet
construction expenses without assistance from exteupport. Therefore, dams are a site for
international relations to take place where glatadion and fair sustainable development can

be analyzed.

This section looks at the interplay between théntibe Kenyan and Japanese government,
the Kenya Electricity Generating Company and the@adase Bank for International
Cooperation through the context of globalizationd aits responsibilities towards the
sustainable development of rural farmers in westemya.

In this section most consideration is paid to thterplay between public agencies of global
governance such as the Japanese Bank for Intamabt@ooperation, and World Bank (for
the reason that the JBIC changed its EIA policeeditt those of the World Bank before
funding the second phase of the Sondu Miriu D&gs well as the Kenya Electricity
Generating Company, a state owned organization. mbéve behind focusing on the
institutional bodies is simply due to the fact ththey represent the interests of the
establishments at both the regional and internati@vel, standing for the cause of the cause
of sustainable development. By looking at thesaldishments one is exposed to the issues
discussed around the causes of weak civil socretyheé area due to lack of domestic and

international financial support.

8 World Commission on Dams. 2000. Dams and DevelopndeNew Framework for Developmerfthe
Report of the World Commission on Dams. Earthsaali€ations Ltd, London.
84y 11;
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8 Wanijiru, Jennifer. 2002. Kenya: Japan SuspendsliRgrFor Sondu MiriuCorp Watch: Holding
Cooperation’s Accountable. Available http://www.corpwatch.org/article.php?id=9Retrieved on ¥
February 2010.
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The first part of the chapter is focused on thenevehat lead to insecurities around the
construction of the power plant and the controvédrslyind funding the second phase of the
project, looking at the reasons why the Japanegergment continued to support the project
development regardless of the negative implication#licted on to both the livelihoods of
the rural farmers and their environment. The seamdllast part of this chapter explains the
decision to approve and continue the funding Sdvidiu in the context of globalization and
its influences on the decision making processeshef elite in both the developed and
developing nations. At this point fair developmemtrelation to an active civil society is

discussed.

In short, this section examines the activitieshaf tegional and international bodies and how

those activities marginalized civil society and f@@velopment.

4.1 History of the Dams Funding

Controversy over the construction of the Sondu MiHydro Power Plant was due to
allegations that there was a misappropriation ofdéuand concerns over its impact on the

environment and the community in the area.

The blueprint of th&°Sondu Miriu Hydro Project was on the outset assethbly the Japan

International Cooperation Agency, a Japanese foreiquistry affiliate and Kenya’s Lake
Basin Development Authority in 1985, but it was yomh 1995 when Kenya officially

appealed to Japanese officials for a loan to imptenthe projeé. The Loan Agreement
between the two countries was confirmed in 1997 cgastruction only began for the first
phase of the project in March of 1999. While thepalese Bank for International
Cooperation funded 80% of the project, 20% wastefbe covered by Kenyan Electricity
Generating Company (KenGé&h)

Issues around the construction of the dam begasutface in 2000 when two Japanese

journalists were arrested for covering an ‘illegabsembly of local residents who were

8 Kenya: The Sondu Miriu Hydropwer Project. Japaraselvement in the Project. Available at:
http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-miriwblvement.htmRetrieved on. 27th January 2010.
87 i
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8 Sakiti, Lydia. 2002._Sondu-Miriu: Awaiting Wordoin Japanese Governmet¢enya Times Available at:
http://www.marsgroupkenya.org/multimedia/? StorylD228&p=Ministry+of+Foreign+Affairs&page=25
Retrieved on 02 February 2010.
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complaining that the Kenyan government had dectdelouild the dam without permission

from the local communify.

‘This project has characteristically procegadéthout community consultati¢h’

This implies that the sustainability of the regiguor was not taken into account as members
of thecommunity; especially those who depend on the tadgarea for agricultural purposes

were marginalized in discussions about the scheme.

The Sondu Miriu community and NGO’s such as thdacah Water Network and Climate
Network were dissatisfied with the promised ecormapportunities, compensations for any
loses and the environmental impacts that were &gedcwith dam constructih In fact,
opposition against the power plant became so stiwatgt lead to the Japanese government’s
unwillingness to funding the second phase of theept?. While the Japanese parliament
and law makers were deciding whether or not to inaet with the project, the Kenyan
stakeholders KenGen, were pushing for their int8snal counterparts to agree to the project
regardless of the alleged negative impacts as texne facing difficulties keeping their

expatriate contractors at the construction sité thet Japanese officials came to settlerfient

From this experience alone, it can be assumedahaievelopment was not a central theme
motivating Kenyan officials as negative impactshaf project were peripheral to construction
and the view point of opposing bodies were disragar As previously mentioned in chapter
2, claim A asserts that without an active civil isbg in preliminary decision making

procedures, fair development though dam constmuatannot be achieved. The activities of

KenGen suggest not only a weak and inactive codlety but also one that is depreciated.

Additionally, during the time of the parliamentsambly over the case, the Japanese Bank
for International Cooperation and the Japanese Gowent linked their requirements for
environmental and social impact assessments tdlmsge of the multinational conditions of

the World Bank and the International Monetary Fuvtdch place greater emphasis on re-

8 Statement of Protest to the Japanese GovernmehetSondu-Miriu Community Advocacy Group.
Available at: http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-mirtatement12172000.htrRetrieved on 27th
January 2010.
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evaluating decision-making procedures for the plemnand operation of dartfs
Accordingly, it is no longer considered acceptatoleonly maximize the economic profits
from a dam. To guarantee sustainability, it musséen that both environmental impacts as
well as human rights issues are considered in tbheeps of evaluating the advantages of
constructing a hydropower pldntBoth the World Bank and IMF insist that it is coufsory

for a dam to provide water supply, agriculturehéges and power generation requirements
as the necessities of the communities dependenthennatural resources of the rivers

ecosystertr.

In accord, the International Hydropower Associatg@t the following guidelines for dam

construction approval.

* “Provide affected communities with improved liviagnditions.

* Improve public health conditions for impacted conmities.

» Ensure equitable distribution of the benefits of fbroject, particularly to affected and vulnerable
communities, through processes such as revenumghiaining programs and educational outreach.

» Ensure that the local knowledge of communities staieholders is utilized in project-planning.

e Support additional community infrastructure assmedawith the project, particularly water and

electricity connection, where positive benefitdhe community will result™

Although this may have been a progressive shiftentadJapan to link their requirements for
development projects to those of the World Bank laternational Monetary Fund, it did not

help in the case of Kenya’s Sondu Miriu dam asdéxgtruction mentioned below had already

been inflicted to the regions environment, andaatonomy.

* “The habitation of wildlife in the Koguta forest eing disrupted as a result of trees being fefibed
use in the project.
* Fishermen upstream of the project have lost tledér source of livelihood and income.

«  The community is against the diversion of the rivecause this interferes with the eco-syStém

% Caring, Joan. Japan Bank for International Codjmer4JBIC) Guidelines for the Confirmation and
Environment and Social Considerations; Its implara on Indigenous People. Overview Papecessible at:
http://regionalcentrebangkok.undp.or.th/practicegégnance/ripp/docs/4th%20FINAL %20JBIC.pRetrieved
on: 30 January 2010.
% McCartney, P. Matthew. 2007. Decision Support &yst for Large Dam Planning and Operation in Africa
g/é/orking Paper 119. The International Water managemstitute., Colombo.
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Japanese GovernmeAvailable at:http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-
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Critics say that abandoning the half finished darojget would have created serious
socioeconomic disorder and uncontrolled environaledisasters in the region and thus,
there was no choice but to continue with the ptojéor this reason which the Japanese
government agreed on funding the second phaseeopdthiver plant in 2003, leading to

controversy over dam construction.

Not only does this highlight a weakness in theigbflor a civil society to mobilise and
influence a decision at this stage, but it alsmdsito light the issues around weak civil

society in Africa that Makumbe enforces.

4.2 Globalization and its effects on Fair Development.

Denis Goulet has argued that:

“The current pattern of globalization fosters depehent that is elitist, inequitable and
unsustainable as participation by non elites iglyaauthentic because it is manipulated,

unduly circumscribed or confined to micro arefias

According to Goulet the great wealth created lpbglization is concentrated unevenly in
few hands which destroys livelihoods and prohibieny poor individuals, communities and

countries from access to economic advancement.

For scholar Ohiorhenuan, the process of globatimatihallenges the role of the state’s
autonomy in relation to external pressures thréaggits diplomacy™. In agreement, Tandon

also asserts that globalization reduces the nationsol over its own economy, allowing the
wealthier international players to have power otteg internal affairs of a developing

country® That is to say, the movement of globalizationotiyh its encouragement of
economic liberalism has been praised to the poldres/finding an alternative to challenge it
has become unattainable. Thus, for African govemaeylobalization has placed them in

the most vulnerable position, especially in theterhof decision making procedures.

With the case of Sondu Miriu, it is evident thag tkenyan government and its stakeholders,

had yielded to the constraints of globalizatiorsrelgarding the need to empower the poor

“Wanjiru, Jennifer. 2002.
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and instead prioritized the economic benefits dfydropower plant over the welfare of a
subsistence farming community long before impadessments were carried out. This
situation is in accordance to Richard Groves’s argnt that developed countries encourage
sustainable development yet neglect to restru¢heenternational political scene to support
it.®® Thus, by accepting globalization, multinationastitutions such as the Japanese Bank
for International Cooperation, and both the Kengad Japanese governments also support a

process that constrains the very people that atedbcal point of sustainable development.

Caroline Thomas insists that international develeptnincluding sustainable development,
is a business for capitalist stdf¥s

“The liberal ideology, espoused by powerful stagesd institutions, and accepted by the majority of
governments, has offered a blueprint for globaleftement. This model of development, with its agsed
methods and objective, is assumed to be in theesttef all humanity, and it is assumed to haveuestjonable

authority as it is presented as common sBRge

Therefore, if sustainable development is to beedd, then there needs to be a different
type of global governance that reflects on the setee of the disadvantaged in the
developing countries instead of the economic nemu$ interests of developing world
governments that are controlled by capitalist stat@ich are also only a hand full of the
world’s population.  Sustainable development estathat developmental polices and
strategies have the redistribution of resourcabeaitcore of its goals, which will require an
alternative form of global governance that is mooacerned with the most vulnerable and

disadvantaged groups, in this case the rural fefaabeers in the region.

In June 2001, The Daily Nation, one of Kenya's legdnews paper publications reported
that:

“Members of a women’s lobby group opposed to thestoiction of the Sondu-Miriu power plant yesterday
claimed their lives are in danger.”

The protest not only elucidates that local voibase been marginalized in initial decision
phases of the project, but also that locals faitedind a platform to mobilize themselves for

organized collective action in order to confrorg gtakeholders and implementers. This can

193 Grove, H. Richard. 1996. Green Imperialism. Cabfixpansion, Tropical Island Edens and the Origins
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be due to many reasons, but for Holm and Molutslufe for a civil society to mobilize
against the state is due to lack of knowledgeahdesqns within the grodf. As
knowledgeable persons are intrinsic to the fornmatamd maintenance of a strong civil
society, it could also be for that reason thatghmup failed to organize a policy debate, the
third element of a strong civil society, (this weaaks is analyzed more closely in the
following chapter)®. Thus, lack of knowledgeable persons and a paléhate is what might
have lead to the public protest by the women’s Yoipioup, perhaps as a last resort. That is to
say, the public protest by the Sondu Miriu womerngicative of the fact there is no real
communication between government and its peopdlighting inactive mechanisms crucial

for achieving fair development.

John C. Rodda has argued that women’s experiektialvledge tends to be undermined or
overlooked in the debate of sustainable developffieivithin the framework of the Sondu Miriu
Hydropower plant it has been evident that the cemglocial and economic relations women have
with the environment has not been given primacgc&ielectricity supply and the Kenyan economy
were prioritized over the sustainability of subsigte farming and local livihood, the case of Sondu
Miriu suggests that in this case development issingss agenda where the state and its economy are
the primary objective. For Sen who commends foretigument as freedom, this experience is not one
that embraces true development where active hurearg® are involved in the process of social

changé'.

4.3 Dam Controversy and Fair Development

Due to the fact that the Kenyan government eagaihed for financial support from their
international counterparts, finding other extenmatitutions willing to support a local civic
group against government activities would be artation that jeopardizes the international
relations with both Japan and Kenya. Thereforel society is forced to work independently
without much financial assistance from outside ddioo any external assistance would be
facing the both the Kenyan and Japanese governasemell as perhaps the World Bank.

The controversy of funding the Sondu Miriu hydrogowlant is very crucial as it brings to
light the negative social and economic impactshef dam that were not initially taken into

account by both governments and stakeholders. Whéeverdict to continue the already

97 Holm, D. John, Molutsi, P. Patrick. 1990.

108 pid.

19 Harcourt, W. Ed. 1997. Feminist Perspectives ostauable Developmenfed Books Ltd. London, pg 128.
10 Corbridge, Stuart. 2002.
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established project was agreed on, damage to tmenoaity had already been done. Had
there been a form of community consultation preptrsuing construction, especially with
the subsistence farmers, harmful social and enmeortal impacts of the development would
have been discussed. This would have reduced emnsp over funding as both the
environmental and social impact of the project wioidve been measured. This experience
illuminates the invisibility of an active civil s@ty in the early stages of the projects

development.

4.4 Conclusion

Project planning for the construction of the hydnapr plant was handled by the Kenyan
Electricity Generating Company and the Japanesé Baninternational Cooperation. The

fact that protests built up controversy againstfthling of the second phase of the project
illuminates the fact that the public was not adtivavolved in the process of development
and that the Japanese Bank and KenGen did notriekeonsideration the negative effects
that the project could have on the environment ismadommunity. This suggests that the

implementing bodies were more concerned with tlomeic benefits of the project.

Debates around globalization and its impact on asusble development suggests that
developing states do not have any real autonontdetide for themselves the way in which
development should be implemented and that aclgeamy form development lies in the
hands of the developed nations, in this case Jdpaii officials from Japan and Kenya
continued with the project despite its damage te émvironment and the surrounding
community. This is a statement about how those daitision making powers, that being the
elite, can marginalize the participation of the pfyom projects that effect their livelihoods,

achieving goals that satisfy state interests imtmae of development.

Additionally, the proceedings between Kenya andadaplucidate a political environment
driven by globalisation where decision making fr@adis in the hands of the political elite
who have access to financial resources. Such rfaatonsequently create a political
environment where civic associations have diffiegltfinding financial assistance from both
national and international agencies. This as altregeakens the general capabilities of the

civic group.

Protests against dam construction speak the egesteh a weak a civil society lacking

knowledgeable man power that is able to creatatiopm for the public to confront its state
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through policy debate. Lack of such a platform atgmaks of feeble communications

between the state and its public and thus a prdailerstage in the development process.

The next chapter looks more closely at the procggdiand the interactions between the
Sondu Muriu Advocacy group and its stakeholderaliance to the elements that consolidate
a strong civil society presented by Holm and Moaluts
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Chapter 5

LooKking at the Strength of the Sondu Miriu Advocacy Group as a Civil
Society.

Introduction

There are many factors that constitute the streagthweakness of a civil society. This
chapter seeks to explain why civil society in thseof dam construction in Sondu Miriu was
distinctively weak, characterised by a feeble orgmtional structure, lack of knowledgeable
man power and low levels or participation by ordyneitizens. The chapter presents a
detailed account of the events that lead to tHerapf the Sondu Miriu Advocay Group,
examining the corruption of the implementing bodtee vulnerability of the community to
explaining why dam construction became an arenbhdtr the Kenyan and Japanese state to
take advantage of their power, resulting in develept that did not empower the targeted

community.

The first part of this chapter examines the cigitisty’s organisational structure in order to
analyse the association and its relation to ital®cThe chapter then moves to look at
information as a source of influence and the wayshich lack of knowledge weakened the
society’s influence over the state and how thatgnatised the public from developmental

and decision making processes.

5.1 Weak Organisational Structure

For Holm, Molutsi, and Cekic organisational struetis imperative to the influence and
power of a strong civil society. Holm and Molustsart that the elements which constitute a
sound organisation structure are the regular exgghahpersons in leadership positions who
launch programs servicing members, the employmigo¢ronanent staff, as well as the
securing of dependable earnings for the association

Although knowledge about various elements arousddimation of the Sondu Miriu
Advocacy Group such as the regular exchange gbperin management positions, the
employment of permanent staff, as well as thersegwf dependable earnings for the
association is limited, an analysis can be maderat&ekic’s critique a civil societies

organisational structure in order to determinegitoaips weakness.
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For Cekic, the strength of a civil society liesaim organisational structure that does not
mirror a hierarchy of class and gender as repredantthe external social realm, but rather
an organisation where fair representation of aliniers of the group is revered, allowing for
all affiliates to have voice and to push an agesfdaeir choice.

Also, despite lack of information about the arrangat the civil society representing Sondu
Miriu, other organisational bodies such as the hexi Committee which could have had the

same influence as the civil society, had structdedbrmations in their organisation.

The Technical Committee was set up in 2001 as aumedesigned for discussions about the
hydropower plant to take place, consisting of proficials and some local residerits.

The main concerns of the group were to examine lvene¢he flow of water would be

adjusted when required as well as assessing theamental and social impacts of the
development!? Additionally, the main responsibilities of the conittee were to address
important issues with regards to the functions @petations of the dam, thus making it an

influential body in the developmental process.

In the letter to the Japanese government, the NG&ittdn criticizes structure the Technical
Committee, bringing to light that:

“The current composition of the TC is not repredargaof all interest groups. The majority of the mizers of
the TC are composed mainly of KenGen nominees. Mt racommend that the following interest groups be

represented in the TC: representatives of youtimevoand employees from the affected communitic’s

Here it is brought to light that woman and otheciaglbgroups were marginalized in the

delegations.

In another letter to Mr. Watanuki Tamisuke, theadme of the House of Representatives and

the Japanese Prime Minister, Mr. Koizumni Junitie, NGO Coalition group was criticised:

“We are not clear about the kinds of NGOs who haentzllied for their cause. Nor are we sure aboeit t

degree in which these NGOs represent the residemtgerns. However, the Committee will examine jaige

these matters. Based on our recognition that theritiee serves as an important place of discugsiaarry

1 Kenya; The Sondu —Miriu Hydropowerplant Proje€@02. The Written Answer by the Cabinet. Answered
by Mr. Koizumi, Junich, The Prime Minister of Japafwailable at:
http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-miregiy-diet0523.htmRetrieved on: 27th January 2010.

112 i

Ibid.
13Kenya, The Sondu Miriu Hydro Power Plant. 2001. NG@alition’s letter to The Japanese Government on
the Technical Committee on the SMHP®Rcessible c if u wanna write availabl@at
http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-mireduest09242001.htrRetrieved on 30th January 2010.
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out this project smoothly, we are requesting thegboment of Kenya to make this Committee to béhefrhost

appropriate form to deal with the operational peoid of this project, reflecting opinions of thedbeesidents

and NGO&**”

From the two correspondences it is evident thaktlee issues around those who are meant
to represent the locals and the organisationaligorgtion of the institutional bodies. Both
parties are undecided about the correct representair the community. Although little is
revealed about the structure of the NGO coalitwhat is disclosed about the technical
committee is that the representation of persons fath social groups is uneven.

In another official statement of protest directedhe Japanese Foreign Minister, Mr Kono,

residents complain that:

“The so-called community members they speak witlpaogple who have been given procurement contracts f

the project implementers and do not come from fifeced communities. Additionally, we have heardtth
Japanese officials have been at Sondu-Miriu and witdt community members. We wonder who these so-
called "community members" are yet we members efabmmunity have not been accorded the privilege of

meeting with the Japanese Government and offictals.

For Cekic, this is a major flaw within the struawof the civic association as it means that the
community and its minorities are excluded from satlue to unequal representation in the
society’s formation. For Cekic, further exclusiohnainorities can lead to the total disregard
of agendas which may be crucial for the sustenafdbe area and its locals. This can be
looked at in regards to the complete segregatiomoofien who are also the areas subsistence

farmers.

“Women were not involved in consultations for thejpct neither did they play any role in variousreoittees

installed by the proje%%ﬁ."

Considering that it is mostly women who are subsist farmers in the region, neglecting to
pay attention to the role they play in their sogcietan have detrimental effects on

development as a whole. Thus, the presence of wom#ére civic group is imperative not

14 pid.

15 Statement of Protest to the Japanese Governmehelondu-Miriu Community Advocacy Group.
Available at: http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-mirtatement12172000.htrRetrieved on 27th
January 2010.

1% |nternational Rivers: People Water Life. 1999. Timpacts of Sondu-Miriu River Hydro-Electric Power
Project on the People of NyanZaailable at:http://www.internationalrivers.org/en/africa/impsetondu-
miriu-river-hydro-electric-power-project-people-mgza Retrieved on24 February 2010.
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only to ensure a strong and influential civil sogigrough its organisational arrangement but

also for achieving the goal of fair development.

From this, according to Holm, Molutsi and Cekigrfr the onset it is apparent that there are
weaknesses in the organisational structure ofithlesociety representing the residents of the

dam construction area.

5.2 Lack of Awareness Resulting in Weak Knowledgeable Man Power

Holm and Molusti continue to argue that an empodaeigil society is one in possession of
to knowledgeable manpower as through that mediunivia group can produce project
papers and persuade educated state officialshtbied ts a problem needing a solution which

the government can pres&nt

The case of the Sondu Miriu damn construction ptssa challenge to what Holm and
Molutsi regard as knowledgeable persons. For thelacs, knowledgeable man power is
comprised of educated individudi$ The case of Sondu Miriu however, introduces a new

dimension which challenges their ideas around kadgébly.

The Sondu Miriu Advocacy group and NGO coalitionttb@onsisted of educated group
members, however they do not fit into the schenop@sed by Holm and Molutsi due to the
fact that they had very poor access to informatibnerefore, the civic association was
educated but was not knowledgeable about the pdougs of the project due to lack of
information. Letters of disapproval of the mannerwhich the development was pursued
discloses that failure to attain access to inforomatvas a result of the corrupt approach in

which dam construction planning was carried out.

“The secretive manner in which the project has @posed on us without meaningful consultations lag#

of access to project docum Hd”

In a document of protest to the Japanese Governntbeat Sondu Miriu Community

Advocacy group assert that they are:

17 Holm, D. John, Molutsi, P. Patrick. 1990.
118 H

Ibid.
119 pid.
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“Appalled that a second disbursement is being matleowm consulting members of the affected community
about their views of the first funding activitiékhis project has characteristically proceeded witlmmmunity

consultation2’.”

From this one can gather not only that the projexs being pursued without informing the
community members but also that the Advocacy gneap disempowered by their lack of
access to information. This perhaps completely weall the civic group as without
information, the assemblage could not produce métive policy documents to mobilize
themselves and confront state actions. Additionaigdequate information about the project

makes it more difficult to find financial support.

In a document written by the NGO Coalition to tlapanese Government there is discontent

for the reason that:

“There are no professionals with the capacity dnrtal know-how to tackle some of the complex natof

issues in the project. We therefore propose thaflii be expanded to include professionals (e.@logests,
hydrologists, air and water pollution experts, leggperts, sociologists, economists, etc) who eakle the

complex issues arising from the profétt

The above explains in detail the challenges fativegadvocacy group in relation to their
knowledge ability and the availability of informai exposed to them. That is to say,
regardless of the existence of educated affiliatessadvocacy group still did not have access
to the correct information as various types of gssfonals were required in order to deal

with all the challenges around dam constructiothearea.

Holm and Molutsi have strained that civil societiasthe sub-Saharan African region are
weakened by their dependency on the state. Thdagshassert that due to the fact that many
educated professionals are employees of the stai®,challenging to form an authentic
association of educated professionals who do ne¢ paorities to the government. What is
evident from the above correspondence is the guwp’s dependency on a government
body, in this case Japan to provide reliable infitram. Thus, it becomes difficult for the
civic group to influence change and confront gowsnt bureaucracy as it is weakened by

the insufficiency of knowledgeable man power.

120 statement of Protest to the Japanese Governmehel§ondu Miriu Advocacy Group. 2000. Available at
http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-mirtatement12172000.htrRetrieved on 31st January 2010.
121 Kenya, The Sondu Miriu Hydro Power Plant. 2001.0MGoalition’s letter to The Japanese Government on
the Technical Committee on the SMHP¥ecessible athttp://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-
miriu/request09242001.htrRetrieved on 30th January 2010.

38



It is evident that insufficient information createth unawareness that allowed for an

environment of corruption that further weakenedatieocacy group.
In the letter to the Sondu-Miriu validation teafmerte are complaints that:

“Open Stakeholder consultations are nearly impassiblen a community leader’s life was threatenedibse

they spoke to openly about the prollétzzf’

In a separate letter to the Japanese Governmanplaimts of the same corruption of power

and express that:

“We deplore and find as unacceptable the continbawassment of the NGO Coalition representativeBCat

meetings by TC members who are agents of Kefiten

This suggests corruption of power and harassmenlotals to agree with interests of the

stakeholders rather than their own community.

“The [Sondu Miriu] community is totally against raamp corruption by project officet&"”

“The Technical Committee has been rendered inéffe@nd also subjected to manipulation by KenGeth an

other SMHPP implementers who have consistentlyededed recommendatidiig.”

The corruption referred to above is in relation hthwe project was pursued without the
consultation of the effected community as welllesway in which power has been abused to
suit the interests of the stakeholders and thegexernments rather than those of the local

community.

In short, due to the fact that civil societies relyefly on information as a resource of power

the advocacy group in this case failed to pushrthgenda for change and therefore also

122 |nternational Rivers. 2007. Memo to DNV on CDM \daition for Sondu-Miriu Hydro (Kenya)Accessible
at: http://www.internationalrivers.org/chi/global-wanng/memo-dnv-cdm-validation-sondu-miriu-large-hydro-
kenya Retrieved on: 28th January 2010.

123 Kenya, The Sondu Miriu Hydro Power Plant. 2001.0NGoalition’s letter to The Japanese Government on
the Technical Committee on the SMHP¥ecessible athttp://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-
miriu/request09242001.htrRetrieved on 30th January 2010.

124 pAM-L Kenya Dam Protest Letter/LS (fwdAvailable at:
http://www.sandelman.ottawa.on.ca/lists/html/dap®00/msg02290.html . Retrieved on: 3rd January 2010
125 NGO Coalition’s Letter to the Japanese Governmarthe Technical Committee on SMHPPO1.
Accessible at:http://www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-miraduest09242001.htrRetrieved on 30th
January 2010.
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failed to express and employ individual freedom.aW&nowledgeable manpower in the
advocacy group led to greater impediments whicimgerd unfair developmental processes.
Due to the fact that knowledgeable man power iserajve in order to ensure participation
and open policy debate, the civil society was uosssful in achieving its purpose of action

in the stages of Sondu Miriu’s dam construction.

5.3 Failure to Implement Successful Policy Debate and Participation

Ren Jennings, asserts that participation entads abknowledgement and use of local
competence and avoids the imposition of priorifresn any external forces. For Jennings,
participation increases the likelihood that a depeient will succeed and ensures that its

results will most likely be sustainabf& Jennings continues to edify that:

“Participation is the involvement by a local pogida and, at times, additional stakeholders in ¢heation,
content and conduct of a program or policy desigoechange their lives. Built on a belief that zéims can be

trusted with their own future, participatory dev@haent uses local decision making and capacitieseter and

define the nature of an interventiéh.”

In harmony with the importance of participation, Artya Kumar Sen and Joseph E. Stiglitz

have stated that without participation, developnvatitnot truly be realized.

“Open dialog, and the promotion of an active societythe key ingredients to long term sustainable

developmer%tzs.”

For Holm and a Molutsi public debate is the goal amin activity of a civil sociefy®. This
is because the main objective of the civil socistyo mobilise itself creating a platform for
participation where agendas can be pushed anddodiMreedoms can be expressed.

By examining the correspondence between the adyapacip and the Japanese government,
it seems that policy debate between politiciang] servants, group leaders and locals did

not take place. This means that participation o&l® in decision making did not occur.

2% hid.

127 Jennings, Ren. 2000. Participatory Developmeat msw Paradigm: Transition of development
ProfessionalismPrepared for the ‘Community Based reintegration r@iébilitation in post- Conflict Settings.’
Conference in Washington. Available bttp://www.usaid.gov/our_work/cross-
cutting_programs/transition_initiatives/pubs/ptd0@(df Retrieved on 1 January 2010.

128 stiglitz, E. Joseph2002. Participation and Development: Perspecfives the Comprehensive
Development ParadigrReview of Development Economics, Columbia Univgrsivol. 6, pp. 163-182.
29Holm, D. John, Molutsi, P. Patrick. 1990.
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In a document to Japanese stakeholders, Lori Rettegclaims that:

“The project implementers lied to the community altbe effects of the project and no health centrage

been set up to cater for members of the commuieitygoafflicted by water-borne and dust-borne dissas a

result of the projec 30,

Here, it is disclosed in greater emphasis the l®fetorruption employed by influential
bodies with access to vital information and abuséhe community’s vulnerability due to
their unawareness. Furthermore, what is revealeédeisabsence of the civil society and its
failure to reach a modus vivendi. Due to lack @latform of communication, information to
locals is deceptive flowing in a one way stream rghtbe marginalized do not a have say and

do not have the knowledgeable means to assessdhraay of what is declared.

Furthermore, in the same document to the staketsyldeotesters demand for:

“Properly planned seminars [to be] held to notifyafisthe probable effect of this project on our

livelihood™>L.”

In another correspondence it is revealed that:

“The community was only involved in the negotiationghe last minute after only two brief informatad
meetings by the generating company conducted itigfn@ language that is not understandable torth@rity
of the affected peop%gz.”

In the same document, it is brought forward that:

“The yet—to—be explained irrigation plan is liketydisplace more people in the lower flood plaing kéve

not been told the direct benefits that will accru@s from the plalr%?’.”

Thus, the community was informed of the negativeat$ married with the construction of
the hydropower plant, and were very ill informedabany future changes that faced them.
This left them in a vulnerable position as not onbs their health endangered but also the

130 pAM-L Kenya Dam Protest Letter/LS (fwdAvailable at:

P;}p://www.sandelman.ottawa.on.Ca/Iists/htmI/dam}OO/mngZ290.htmI . Retrieved on: 3rd January 2010
Ibid.

132 Africa Water Network. 1999. The Impacts of SondirivRiver Hydro Electric Power Project on the Pleop

of Nyanza Available athttp://www.google.co.za/search?hl=en&source=hp&gefimpacts+of+Sondu-

Miriu+River+Hydro+Electric+Power+Project+on+the+pémtof+Nyanza.&meta=&ag=f&oe. Retrieved on

21% January 2010.
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safety of their children who were forced to be weay close proximity with the dam’s

construction.

“The threat to the safety of people near the powesé, including a secondary school with over 200

children, has not been investigated or explainetdeosommunit)l/34.”

Thus, what can be analyzed from the provided statésnletters and documents is that the
locals were not empowered by the construction ®Sbndu Miriu Hydropower plant but that
they were made more vulnerable as there was weaakicmication between those with
information about the development and the locateréfore, what ultimately emerged was a
situation where locals were deprived of the origotathey needed in order to empower and
enable knowledgeable decisions and participatedrdecision making processes of the dams
construction stage$® This could however, could only be achieved thoagiirong and well

informed civil society.

Throughout all the documents of correspondenceetieran underlying discontent which
reveals not only a general protesting against thilibg of the power plant in the area, but
also that locals, were in need of modus vivendi st@uld have been provided by the civic
group in the form of a policy debate in order todrporate the participation of locals in

decision making processes.

“The community has been patient despite numerousrégnrequests to meet with the project implementers
JBIC officials and Japanese Embassy officials h&ve are kindly requesting members of the Japanese

Government to come meet with the affected commubefpre disbursing funds for this second pﬁ%%é

“Consultants and members of the Japanese governnsiirig the project area have never been allotoelk

with the affected community memb&ts”

From this it can be gathered that a policy debateeres politicians, civil servants,

stakeholders, group leaders and locals never rabtexd. Since for Holm and Moluisti,

134 Statement of Protest to the Japanese Governmehel§ondu Miriu Advocacy Group. 2000.

13% ameri-Mbote, Patricia. 2000. Public Involvemenfinvironmental Decision making in KenyResearch
Report for World Bank. African Institute for TecHagy Studies.

136 DAM-L Kenya Dam Protest Letter/LS (fwdAvailable at:
http://www.sandelman.ottawa.on.ca/lists/html/dap®00/msg02290.html . Retrieved on: 3rd January 2010
137Kenya: The Sondu Miriu Hydropower Plant. 2000. &eiMiriu Community Advocacy Group Statement of
Protest to Japanese Government. Accessiblgtpt/www.foejapan.org/en/aid/jbic02/sondu-
miriu/statement12172000.htrRetrieved on: 30th January 2010.
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public debate is an indicator of a successful cwitiety® it can be asserted that not only
was the Sondu Miriu Advocacy Group weak as a aigsociation, but its deficiency to

actualize collective action in a open debate m#rkdody as a deficit.

5.4 Conclusion

This experience highlights that the affected possllocals were deprived of information,
leaving them unaware and vulnerable. Therefor&higicase, development was not source of
freedom for the reason that the construction offtygropower plant was a cause of restraint
as individuals were not empowered but robbed oftlled citizenship rights. Consequently,
this left the locals abandoned and ignored froniciadf procedures, leaving them unable to
participate in the assessment of procedures. Huislent also brings light a civil society
struggling to implement fair development and justiacing challenges within its own group

formation such as organisational structure, ankl ¢dd&knowledgeable man power.

Both these challenges are part of the root causéhgpithe Sondu Miriu Advocacy Group did
not succeed in creating a platform where stateiaff and the public discuss issues around

the construction of the dam in the targeted area.

On the one hand the civic associations’ organigatistructure caused a form of bias in
terms of which agendas were pushed for, while aa akther hand, access to limited
information further weakened the association adidtnot have a means to confront state

officials or inform locals of the changes being lerpented on their residential area.

138 Holm, D. John, Molutsi, P. Patrick. 1990.
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Chapter 6
Results of a Weak Civil Society: Unfair Development.

Introduction
Prior to the introduction of the hydropower dam thie Sondu Miriu community, locals

enjoyed free access to the river water as a soooteonly for drinking water for their
livestock, but also for the irrigation of their g2 From the river water, the locals were able
to irrigate cassava plants, banana, groundnutsreaire .

For Sara Longwe, any project that threatens lieelds should empower its affected people
by encouraging the security of socio-economic da@spsach as shelter, food and income in
order for individuals to maintain self-sustenafiteAdditionally, for Longwe, any project

that is imposed on its locals must also advande dlgceess to alternative means of production

such as water, land and other resources relevdheiolivelihnoods.

The Sondu Miriu hydropower plant project implenezatand stakeholders initially promised
the locals around the Sondu River amongst othergshiacquisition of new title deeds,
priority in employment with regards to any oppoiti@s brought on by the project that would
negotiate salary rates, health services, irrigatiacilities, electricity as well as a fair

compensation for the displaced househtfds

This chapter looks at how the weakness of the Sdfidu Advocay Group as a civil society
failed to protect the interests of the locals aod ldam construction changed the livelihoods
in the affected community.

6.1 Results of Unfair Development

In a letter to the project implementers the Kenlecticity Generating Company, JBIC, and
the Government of Japan, the women of Sondu Mirustraffected by the project, bring to
light the fact that their welfare needs were diardgd:

139 |nternational Rivers. 2001. Declaration by Pediffected by Sondu Miriu DamAccessible at:
http://www.internationalrivers.org/en/africa/de@ton-people-affected-sondu-miriu-déRetrieved on 2nd
January 2010.

140 Longwe, Hlupekile Sara. 2002. Assessment of ther@ation of NEPAD Prepared Presentation for the

African Forum for Envisioning Africa. Lusaka.

141 |nternational Rivers. 2007. Memo to DNV on CDM idaition for Sondu Miriu Large hydro (Kenya).
Available at:http://www.internationalrivers.org/chi/global-wanng/memo-dnv-cdm-validation-sondu-miriu-
large-hydro-kenyaRetrieved on 28th January 2010.
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“Deteriorating health conditions, associated wite fitoject such as the prevalence of respiratory,
water—bone and water related diseases have evoMed, no hospitals have been built as was
promised in the project document. We have beeretbaway from the only existing hospital, which is
exclusively meant for project staff. Additionallihe diversion of the river which we solely depemd o
for our livestock and domestic purposes. No altiévaawater sources have been developed as was
promised in the project document. Women are thegeforced to walk long distances in search of
water. Our livestock have died as a result of drigkorm the river’s polluted waters while indigars

fish species like Okoko and Ningu are disappeadsaga result of oils and waste dumped into the

. 142 5
rnver .

These results once again suggest a marginalisednaoity and a weak civic association
incapable of creating a platform where locals cartigipate and engage in decisions made
about changes to their livelihoods.

In another letter written to the Sondu-Miriu valida team, it is noted that:

e “The diversion of the 13 km of the river takes awhg main water source away from 1500
household*”
Furthermore, in a separate protest letter to thmarkese government, Lori Pottinger, the
director for Southern Africa Program for Internaiab Rivers reports that:

« “The Lake Victoria Basin [has been] laid barren bseathe project is encouraging large scale sand
harvesting for constructions at the expense otalitire.
* The fishermen upstream of the project have lost sude source of livelihood and income.

*  Community members have not been compensateddsolotheir land and sources of income.

* The project is not sustainable because it doeglaatto provide for the affected community eledtyic

it generates from community lahd.”

Here, it is evident that both the Japanese Banknternational Cooperation and the Kenya
Generating Electricity Company did not follow thgbuto ensuring the empowerment of the
rural farmers. Not only did the farmers lose valaaland, but they also lost the livestock
which sustained them and no longer have accesketmative foods such as fish since the

river ecosystem had also been affected by dam ibgildMoreover, farming productivity

142 |nternational Rivers. 2001. Declaration by Pediffected by Sondu Miriu DamAccessible at:
http://www.internationalrivers.org/en/africa/de@ton-people-affected-sondu-miriu-déRetrieved on 2nd
January 2010.
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kenya Retrieved on: 28th January 2010.

144 DAM-L Kenya Dam Protest Letter/LS (fwdAvailable at:
http://www.sandelman.ottawa.on.ca/lists/html/dap®00/msg02290.html . Retrieved on: 3rd January 2010

45



became another new challenge as no alternativeeadiirrigation was provided despite the
1500 households moved further away from the tf\erThis means that the Sondu
community remains exposed to extreme poverty, mpyithem in a vulnerable position. The
finalisation of dam construction also means thatrreng back to the agricultural livelihoods

that previously sustained them is unattainable.

The problem of loosing land is very critical anéq#s the affected subsistence farmers in a
very susceptible position regardless of the prosnigenew employment opportunities offered
with the introduction of the daiff due to the fact that for rural Kenyans, land ie th
precondition for high productivity, income, andaikey physical asséf. Thus, agricultural
inactivity is greatly correlated with the way in wh land is distributed. Also, due to the
nature of poverty, it is often that those who depen non-farm activity also receive lower
wages®®. Therefore, although state officials promised rthelevelopment to bring
employment to the poor, it has placed them in aanewore vulnerable position by taking
away land from the small holder famers which futgemerations can rely on, rather than a

competitive employment schef&

In short, for the reason that it is mostly womedmovare subsistence farmers their security has
been compromised due to dam induced developmetdition, the women’s access needs
were not met, as not only were they denied reimdsuents for their loss of land, but there

were also refused an alternative means of wateslgtp support thert’.

As Anne Margret Thomson and Manfred Metz arguedfeecurity is ‘sufficient food
consumption by all people at all times for a healémd productive lifé>” The project
implementers of the dam in the Kenyan experienegns® have endangered this process

through the manner in which dam panning was caoigdThis is evident in the fact that the
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community’s food security was shaken by developrpentedures that threatened a society’s

agricultural sustenance as well as alternativecesuof food.

Although it may be too early to predict, the breakvn their food supply resource could have
devastating results leading to feminized povertg thufood insecurity. One can claim that
developments such as the Sondu Miriu hydropowentptes encouraged gender-related
constraints that lower women’s productivity whiche avery rarely acknowledged in

explanations of Africa’s food security problettfs

In addition to disempowering the rural women byutielg them from their welfare
endowments, the project also disempowered thenaibgd to improve their access to other
methods of production. When interviewed, one assident Mrs, Mzee Johana Odhiambo

complained that:

“They have interfered with the river so that ournzals are now not free to drink water anywhere they

choosé>>”

In letters to the stakeholders it is noted thabtieer source of water supply was provided to

the district, hindering agricultural production ahe health of valuable livestock.

“There is no alternative source of drinking waterdommunity members affected by the diversion efrilier.

Additionally, the Lake Victoria Basin is being laishrren because the project is encouraging largke sand

harvesting for construction at the expense of agdoel54."

From this there is no evidence that developmenh®fSondu Miriu HydroPower Plant has
empowered the locals of that area in terms of theifare and access to resources although
project planners and implanters claim that the dams brought on new employment
opportunities to those in the area

6.2 Conclusion

When analysing the results of dam development hednriethod in which the project was
carried out in accordance to Amartgan who praises the notion of development as fragdo
fair development was not realised in the Sonduuvsase as the disposition of the lives lead

152 i
Ibid.
153 International Rivers. 2001. Declaration by Pediffected by Sondu Miriu Dam.
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by all members of society have not been sustailmethis case, individuals were not given

the opportunity to choose for themselves their astount of the ‘good life.’

The only method in which locals could have beerreid the opportunity to exercise their
freedom is though a strong civil society capabl@mividing a podium where state officials
and locals can deliberate on matters relating w@ld@pment.

The Sondu Miriu Advocacy Group however, could mapliement fair development due to
the challenges it faced as an Africa civil sociétg.a result, women subsistence farmers and
fishermen lost their source of sentence, land wasdnd locals were not provided with any

compensation for their loss, leaving the commumitye vulnerable to poverty.
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Chapter 7

Advocacy groups provide a form of communicationwsetn those in power and the public.
The sight of civil society is also a sight of gagalvernance as they offer a means to changing
the way in which decisions are made by allowing tbe&eless to air their opinion to the
political elite about issues that affect their waly life. Therefore, through civil society,
democracy can be practiced as well as fair devedoprior all social groups. From the view

point of Sen, civil society allows for developmémtbe a source of human freedom.

This paper maintains that for fair development ¢oachieved especially in the area of dam
construction, an active civil society must partakéhe preliminary stages of decision making
procedures with the political elite for the all mgens of society, especially the minorities to
be sheltered. The contribution civil society in ddevelopment is a sign good governance
and admirable development.

Unfortunately, due to various conditions in the -Sdharan African region, civil societies
face major challenges. Financial support, poor misgdional structure, little access to
information and failure to construct a policy debate some of the factors that challenged
the Sondu Miriu Advocay Group to push for fair depenent in the building of the
hydropower plant, bringing forth devastating resulihat threaten the community’s
sustainability. However, although it can be argtleat the weakness of the advocacy group
caused unfair development in Sondu Miriu, otheeexl factors that affect the strength of

the civic group must be analysed in order to exartiie causes of unfair development.

The corruption of power handled by Kenyan officiatsd the Japanese government during
dam construction processes suggest a politicatf@mwvient which favours decisions made by
the political elite. Negative environmental andiabanpacts on Sondu Miriu were ignored
by the project stakeholders and the civil sociegjferts to confront the Japanese government
were unsuccessful. Both the political elite in batbuntries managed to pursue their
development project without the participation ofilcsociety regardless of the controversy
around dam construction. Here, it is evident that $ondu Miriu Advocay Group as a civil

society failed to implement far development andgxbthe poor.

Although Holm and Molutsi provide the ingredients & strong and influential civil society,
this case calls for a more in depth analysis fokiag at the role of global governance in the

practice of fair development. If indeed civil sd@s in the sub-Saharan African region face
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many challenges, then the international commuraty & key responsibility in enforcing that

the needs of the poor are met.

If civil society is the sight for democracy and dmoracy is realised through development,
then Africa’s democracy and development is in angwdble state due to weakness the
regions civil societies. If indeed African civil deties are too weak to create platforms for
policy debate and thus influence decisions maddemelopment, then the configuration the
international political and economic system shailggign policies that always consider and
benefit the poor. That is to say, if civil society the region is too weak to confront

governments and the structure of global governéeno@urs economic interests which do not
guard the poor and marginalised such as femalastebse farmers, then fair development

may never be realised.

The activities of Kenya and Japan in the constonctf the Sondu Miriu Hydropower Plant
prompts up questionable issues surrounding devedopnprocesses and sustainable

development as a whole.
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