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ardiac Conferunce was held in 1952. Since then

Endocrine Conference has been held, Paediatrics Con
ference is (1ust around the corner, and arrangements 
are already under way for Pregnancy Conference. As 
for the respective Leeches, one is at the printers, 
Miss Baunslag is busying herself with Paediatrics 
Leech and Miss Aron's appointment has only to be 
ratified before Pregnancy Leech gets under-way.

However CARDIAC LEECH IS STILL NOT OUT.
To whom must we at

tribute this sad state of 
affairs?

The S.M.C. recently 
passed a motion censuring 
Editor Arnie Barnett, in 
the following terms:- 

"The Editor of Cardiac 
Leech report to the Exec
utive on the delay in its 
publication and if the 
Executive so desires a 
new editor be appointed."

However, were the
S.M.C. in full possession 
of all the facts when 
they passed this motion?
If thev were not, WHAT 
IS THE TRUTH BEHIND 
CARDIAC LEECH?

Here are the facts :-
1. In May 1952 Mr. (now 
Doctor) V. Weinstein was 
appointed editor of Car
diac Leech.
2. He held the iob for 
nine months, during which 
time, however, NO WORK 
WAS DONE ON THE LEECH.
3. In December 1952 Mr. 
(now Dr.) Weinstein sum
marily resigned his post. 
Nine months had passed 
since Conference had been 
held, and the Cardiac 
Leech had got exactly 
nowhere.
4. The then President, 
Elton Goldblatt, approach
ed A r n i P  Bgrnett to take

over the Editorship.
The papers from Con

ference had still to be 
collected. Do our very 
erudite S.M.C. members 
know the difficulties at
tached to collecting 
papers? - particularly 
when they have been deliv
ered nine months previous
ly!5. Mr. BARNETT RECEIVED 
ASSURANCES FROM S.M.C. 
MEMBERS IN THEIR INDIVID
UAL CAPACITIES THAT THEY 
WOULD EACH COLLECT ONE 
PAGE OF ADVERTISING.

Some of these members 
are still on the S.M.C. 
which passed the unani
mous motion censuring Mr. 
Barnett. Let me bring 
something to their notice
- despite their promises 
NONE OF THEM ever dis
played the slightest in
terest in Cardiac Leech
- let alone collect ad
vertisements for it.

Should they not also 
have censured themselves?
6. Thus, Mr. Barnett 
faced the enormous task 
alone. NO SUPPORT Y/aS 
FORTHCOMING!

Did the S.M.C. in 
their illustrious capac
ity ever come to his aid.
a— j  ------- fn - p  ■hVto n n n n - H p -

Grace.
An S.M.C. member - nay 

an Executive member - 
whom we shall allow to re
main anonymous - remarked 
that he is sure that Mr. 
Barnett is delaying the 
publication of Leech be
cause he has a personal 
grudge against the S.M.C. 
and wants to throw "a 
spoke in their wheels".

Has our very learned 
brother who made this re
mark EVER WORKED ON ANY 
STUDENT PUBLICATION?

If he had, he would 
never have dared make 
this sort of remark.

May I add in parenthes
is that there is all too 
much mudslinging at S.M.C. 
meetings - indeed I go as 
far as to say that often 
the person AND NOT HIS 
MOTION is discussed.

We arrive now at the 
point where the Cardiac 
Leech is at the printers.

Mr. Barnett stated 
last year that he would 
like to be relieved of the 
responsibility of dis
tribution.

The S.M.C. acquiesced.
Two weeks ago Mr. Bar

nett again stated that he 
would not do distribution 
- and President Monk's re
tort was that "this is 
tantamount to a resig
nation!"

Besides the financial 
loss of £100-£300, they 
are bound to lose an enor
mous amount of prestige. 
Hence they are USING EDI
TOR BARNETT AS THEIR 
SCAPEGOaT .'

No, Mr. Monk this will 
not do. Face the problem, 
share the blame, and then 
some solution may be 
found.
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"Wits Student" our as
sociate Milner Park news- 
carer has rather disap
pointed us.

Last Friday loud ban
kers proclaimed a "special. 
’Intervarsity" issue.
>This was certainly a laud- 
>able move, and probably 
^entailed a lot of hard 
(work on the part of their 
^editorial staff.

However, when all is 
said and done, did Inter- 

^varsity really warrant a 
-special issue? We feel 
!that most - nay all -

~G~

Istudents were well aware 
>or this event and needed 
?no reminder of it.
| Now let us consider the 
^position of Rag. Inter- 
Svarsity in its own way is 
svery important, but it is 
^easily dwarfed by the 
>enormity of our responsib
ility towards Rag.
[ 'Ne have adopted these 
(institutions —Ale xand r a 
^Health Clinic
> Entokozweni,
£ Child Guidance Clinic, 
card it is our duty to 
ekeep them well endowed 
>with funds.
> The Auricle in its own 
pay tried to highlight 
£Rag in some of its spheres 
S— hut the Auricle only 
breaches one small segment

If the s tudent body.Imagine the impetus 
hich would have been 
iven, had Wits Student 
ppeared on a day before 
ag, with all the latest 
en, all those necessary 
ittle details about col
ection boxes, about the 
ale of Wits Wits and many 
ther essential points 
hich the average individ- 
al doesn't know or always 
orgetsI

We are not suggesting 
bat Wits Student should 
ave had issues on two 
onsecutive weeks, but if 
choice had to be made 

AG SHOULD HAVE COME 
IRST,
Let us not try and 

void the issue - this 
ear's Rag Total WAS VERY 
ISAPPOINTING. Perhaps an- 
dition of Wits Student 
ould not have raised the 
otal from £11,000 to 
20,000 hut it would have 
hipped student support 
round that little extra.

Let's hope Wits Student 
edeems itself next ĵ ear.

STUDENTS : HONOUR 
DEMOCRATIC OBLIGATIONS.

"But duty, duty most 
he done;

The rule applies to 
every one.

And painful though that 
duty be,

To shirk the task were 
f iddle-de-deel" 

(Ruddigore)

After the S.R.C., in 
implementation of the 
General Meeting resolution 
regarding the Great Hall, 
informed the Choral Soc
iety that if the Society 
persisted in its intention 
to stage "Ruddigore" be
fore a segregated audience 
recognition would be with
drawn, the Choral Society 
annealed to the Principal 
for his intervention.
The University Council has 
supported the Principal in 
an unprecedented inter
vention in student affairs, 
and at the last General 
Meeting of All Students a 
resolution was passed 
protesting at the inter
ference, and instructing 
the S.R.C. to investigate 
the legal and moral posi
tion of the S.R.C, and the 
student body in the Uni
versity. Pending the 
result of this investi
gation, the S.R.C. I*s not 
withdrawing recognition 
from the Choral Society, 
but is withholding all 
financial support from 
the production, and has 
called on all students, 
both as individuals and as 
members of Societies, to 
honour their obligation to 
obey democratic decisions 
of the majority.

As an example of a Soc
iety which has faced up 
to its duty to the General 
Student Body, one may cite 
the Committee of ARTS 
FESTIVAL, which is this 
year to hold the Arts Fes
tival in the Bantu Mens’ 
Social Centre, instead of 
in the Great Hall.

Any Society which flag
rantly ignores its duty to 
the Student Body no longer 
deserves the support of 
students, and ALL STUDENTS 
ARE CALLED UPON NOT TO AT
TEND ANY SEGREGATED FUNCT
ION IN THE GREaT HALL RUN 
BY A STUDENT SOCIETY. THE 
FORTHCOMING PRODUCTION OF 
"RUDDIGORE" SHOULD BE BOY
COTTED BY EVERY STUDENT.
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CLUES
Across : 
1. Act
8.

I V

r 11 .

12.

13.
15.18.
20.
22 . 

23 - 
24.

!Dan G-oldst-e i n . Pce-s icJ< 5 .  R . C

like a clown 
(4,3,4)

Margin (5)
Poetically Tedious 
mainly the hindmost 
part (5)
Do mails make a spiced 
dish of birds? (5)
Is the pal sure to 
look through it care
fully? (7)

Within half inches.(6) 
Discourse (6)
Stranded finally 

circular (7)
Found in a raw little 

street? (5)
Is Stein in a picture 
in a picture? (5)

The proginy of one 
stock (5)

A street before nothing 
is followed by a capac
ity for achievement (11)

Down:
2. Incus (5)
3. Delayed (7)
4. Release (6)
5. Command (5)
6. It brings the flowers

in song (5,6)
7. The end (11)
10. Result (5)
.14. Grief (5)
16. Own (7)
17. Eatable (6)
19. Loosen (5)
21. Apparently drove on 

nothing (5)
.....‘VC .phef; ..... ,
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To the Choral Society the 
S.R.C. says, in the words 
of Despard in Ruddigore: 
"...My brother - I call you 
brother still, despite your 
horrible profligacy - we 
have come to urge you to a- 
bandon the evil courses to 
which you have committed 
yourself, and at any cost 
to become a pure and blame
less ratepayer".



TRASftHl FLUSH STRAIGHT STUDENTS.
Following on the Edit-: 

orial in the Auricle - ;
“A Slum in our Midst'* - j 
many views have "been ex-) 
pressed by students or 
the subject of the Men's 
Common Room and or card- 
rlaying. The Auricle ha 
decided to conduct a 
syrnmosium in its columns 
and there follow opinion 
of a varied group of 
Medical students.

The discussion does 
not close with this edit 
Ten and you are invited 
to submit your opinions 
to ns.
A :-3n.b ....

The Men's Common Room 
was desigr.ecl for the 
benefit: of the General 
student body of men. It 
has now assumed the role 
of "a gambling den, filled; 
v ”th the raucous shouts \ 
• •.•r- a number of indolent 
card-players. They of- ; 
fend both the ears and 
Toe eyes and transform a 
restful atmosphere to a 
..orz? s t a 1 b -voel of con
tusion. This incessant 
.-ambling is no less a 
hiscrace to o”r Medical

one of those things that-is 
helping to besmirch the good 
name of our Medical School. 
If these fellows can’t do 
without their game, I sug
gest that they find another 
venue outside the confines, 
of Medical School.

There is a standing order 
of both the S.R.C. and S.M.C. 
in this connection and I 
feel in the interests of our 
Alma Mater that these two

; bodies be prodded into action 
-? r.n  e o s  f h r ,  t  +-.Vw= 1 t» r n ' i  a -s  a r e  -! f 1"to see that their rules are 

not again violated in the 
future.

R. Ho mens te in

School "than is ary form 
of unethical conduct.’

John 'Aright
NOTHING ’•'JROTC ....

Personally I see noth-„ r yrp0-n - ±Ti pfa V1P.g
cards in the Refectory. » 

It causes no harm - \
most boys play between l 
lectures when "there 1 s 5 
nothing much else to do. 1

LENDS ATMOSPHERE....
I feel that the furniture 

was damaged before the card
playing started.

The card-playing lends 
atmosphere to the Common 
Room.

Perhaps the coker school 
should be stooped. Klaber- 
jas is all right. Card-

FRESIDENT MONK;-
HERE IS a  CROSS-SECTION 
OF STUDENT VISAS ON THE 
COMMON ROOM CRISIS.

WHAT IS YOJR aaSwEa - 
OR HAVE YOU NONE 

WE AWAIT a  REPLY.........

GAMBLING A FORM OF RELAX
ATIONS . . .
Since the very existence 

of the Common Room is to 
provide s. place for student: 
for students to relax, and 
since gambling provides a 
form of relaxation to some 
students, there is no rea
son: whatsoever, in my 
opinion, that gambling in 
the Common Room should 
•.ot be allowed. One can
ling
on the grounds

object to the gunb
in the Common Room 

;hat it 
makes the Common rtoon a 
less pleasant place for 
student a, not gambling, to 
relax - this it does not
do, in my opinion,
more than -dees table-
tenni~x~±

C4
do feel, however,

that gambling "ir. the
ce

id U v-i"*

Common Room should net 
encotraced if it draws 
students away from ether 
student activities - if 
it leads in fact, 1 
sent apâ .-j-.

I.W.P. Obel
THE OF l-L--I»±Ca L

YSaRC..o.
It wouse appear to 

clinical student, Ilk? 
seif, tnst ahe c 1 inical

'■est ■ray- f’ho

playing should : 
banned.

Eddie
L O t be
Meyer

:y moans about the state! IT’S TEE H5MALES. . . .

a pre- 
iry-
ye ar;

LiP0 3 3aid
strain of 
There see: 
time to w 
d s a v o u r .

! that th'• v - 
! waste so much time, are the 
“born.doctors" in our midst 
and find things so much 
easier than the rest of us.

Vahe pre-cl-<■ v- -S ̂  - T x.;x vf fl_i_, cj-tu> f ct zo ulvJlCii
ste in uS8less e
OX is it perhapsX.O Cudent - 5 who

of the Common Room cannot: 
be attributed to c-ard- 
t>1 eying - as the ’-ess is 
there all the time.

Anon (IVtn Year)
FIND ANOTHER VENUE....

At the outset, I ’d 
lire to say that I do not 
object to the playing of 
cards or gambling'. If 
someone wants to do 
either, the onus is en
tirely on the person, but 
what I .do object to is 
the conversion of the 
Men's Common Room into a 
gambling den.

Day in, day out, the 
s a me 
“schoo 
hard at it.

In my opinion, it is_

Females make all the mess 
referred to last week. Cards 
have been played for many 
years in the Common Room - 
it is a time-honoured past
time. It keeps money from 
the pin-tables.

Poker needs as much skill
as klaberjas, but bridge is 
the only card game worth 
playing.

However, it’s still not 
as good as the days of 
Chemaly's faro game.

■ A.R. Kushlick

i third notl I would there- 
the stu-ore suggest that

r av i s e T he irdents involved 
sense of the true values of 
medicine and spend more time 
in the wards. If not, then 
pi e a a e g -.mb 1 e s one ■: he r e else, 
and you mill not be Je opera - 
izing". some other conscienti
ous students' chances of 
using the common room for 
study an relaxation if so" 
desired .

. a . Raubenheinar

faces
"s“,

and the same 
can be seen

FIX THE MESS....
As far as card-playing 

is concerned no - but please) 
fix the mess. =

Joe Bakst k. ■JUaa.

P • «72.
4 f Jfr
C .Cr. P Q/vcn-,;

. \CL.Uk, Tc &M*



Professional P esponisability
ĈdicCT.1 ^  £fk.'c-=,

“The following practice is deemed unethical
Taking part in any nlan of medical care in which' 

the doctor does not have professional independence". 
-International Code of Ethics.
"A doctor owes to his patient complete loyalty and 
all the resources of his science. Whenever an exam
ination or treatment is beyond .his caoacitv, he 
should summon another doctor who has the necessary 
ability." - International Code of Ethics.

A doctor must, in the interests of his patients, 
appreciate the extent of his orofessional capability 
regard being given to the circumstances of the mom
ent. As an emergency on the high- seas, a doctor may 
decide to onerate on a case of acute appendicitis: 
in a town with surgeons more competent than himself 
available, he would refer a similar case to such 
surgeons.

If a doctor is ordered by a lay hierarchy to carry! 
out a particular treatment, or to complete a form in s 
respect of a patient in a particular way, he must re-I 
fu.se, and his -professional action must be guided en- j 
tirelv by his own judgement. \

A doctor is not obliged to follow instructions 
from a professional colleague regarding the care of i 
a patient. An intern, for Instance, is within his 
rights in refusing to carry out a form of treatment j 
ordered by his senior, if in his judgement the 
treatment Is unsafe or if he feels that he Is in
competent to carry It out. It would, of course, be \ 
foolish for an intern to make a habit of refusing td j 
follow his senior’s advice in the management of his ( 
patients. \

Whether a doctor (including an intern) adopts a 
course of action in the management of a case on his \ 
own Initiative or following advice or instructions 
received from another doctor, he, and he only, is 
legally responsible for the consequences of his act- \ 
ion. He may perhaps have acted against his better 
judgement in deference to the senior status of his j
adviser, but he is still legally responsible for any j 
ill consequences of his action. In the case of an 
Intern, the senior would be held to be morally res
ponsible in such a case, and it would be expected of 
the senior to testify in a court of law that he is
sued the instructions that were followed by ill con
sequence. If the ill consequence were due to an 
error of technique on the part of the intern, which 
could reasonably be held to be vvithin his competence, 
such as a misplaced intravenous infection, the moral 
and ethical responsibility will fall heavier on the 
intern.

An inexperienced doctor who carries out a form of 
treatment in direct contradiction of advice received 
from, a senior colleague, is acting very unwisely and 
Inadvisedly. Should the patient suffer ill as a re
sult of his treatment, any court of enquiry into his 
conduct would take an unfavourable view of his action.

Professional responsibility is difficult to de
fine legally, ethically or morally. The best overall 
principle to follow is that the doctor is held per
sonally responsible that his actions do not constit
ute unethical, illegal or negligent conduct.

NEGLIGENCE
That doctors should make errors in diagnosis and | 

treatment is inevitable, and no blame can be attach- | 
ed to errors made in all good faith.

It may happen that an error is due to the negli- I 
gence of the doctor.- That is the definition of

ARCH, w  m T M Q l .  SOCIETY.V V V  V- V. \_  V  v  v .  V
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On Nono ay, 31st. May 
(Union day), the society 
has arranged an outing 
to thc Vaal river banks, 
for all interested stu
dents.

The programme for 
the day will include a 
lecture and demonstration 
by Mr. Mai an of the Y/its. 
University Archaeological 
Survey. The subject will 
be the stone implements 
and Bushman paintings 
which can be seen in the 
vicinity.

There will be a braai 
vleis, and those brave 
enough can go swimming.

It will be an inte
resting and enjoyable 
day. All those interested 
are asked to place their 
names on one of the lists 
posted on the Library, 
Refectory and Second-year 
notice boards.

Further information 
can be obtained from 
any member of the Commit
tee or from Room 126, 
Anatomy Department.

MEDICAL -ETHICS (continued 
from previous column.) 
negligence?

Negligence can be 
regarded as the omission 
to do something which a 
reasonable man would do, 
or doing something which 
a prudent and reasonable 
man would not do. The doc 
tor accused of negligence 
must show that he used 
reasonable care. Charges 
of negligence against a 
doctor rarely succeed.
The penalty of negligence 
is loss of the doctor’s 
practice.

Professor G.a .Elliott.
NEXT ISSUE -

PERFORMANCE*. OF C-PERA 
TICKS....CONSULTATIONS.
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in April 1953 the

Pneumoconiosis Unit was 
set up in conjunction 
with the'Union Department, 
of Mines. Its main duty 
is to carry out research 
into the pneumoconioses 
and to co-operate with 
the Silicosis Medical Bur
eau in the investigation 
of pulmonary disability. 
The staff of the Unit at 
present consists of two 
full-time medical officers 
and three full-time labor
atory technicians; this
1 s aug d by close co-
operation with the Mines
Ven4. J  i

1 1 JLat ion Research
Laboratorv whose, staff as
o *  e ts in some of the r e -
c p  c rch pro jsets .

Unfer Dr . I. Webster
Ur.it has engaged' on.

the fo!l!Lowing studies:-
Evaluation or'’ the Fibre- 

genetic Properties of 
Various Dusts. The fol
lowing oust suspensions 
were injected intra- 
tracheally into a number 
of animals:- Chert; Whin- 
stone; Shale; Weathered 
Old Granite; Fresh Granite 
Scca Sandstone; Infrasized 
Quartz; Gypsum; Unsedi- . 
mented Superfine Dust.

f

-I
5}

1;

The majority of these j 
injected animals are still \ 
alive. Only a few of 
these injected with Whin- \ 
stone and fresh granite 
remain; these will be killy 
ed and the experiments- 
concluded. The Ecca sand-j 
stone and the gypsum were j 
also combined with sodium j 
carbonate and hydrochloricj 
acid and injected into 
animals. This experiment f 
is not yet completed.

The fibrogenetic proper-1 
ties of the dusts are be- { 
trig assessed according tc I
the groupinrr of Belt and
King.

Co 1 Sor. of xlix 1ect ■
Re pe ated In ctions of
Dust wi th E-C-Pj. j.acts of a
Sin rle Ir.tratracheal In-
lection„ As only half o-f 
the animals injected have 
died this experiment has 
not yet been concluded.'
The experiment is designed 
to assess the different 
effect's of -a' single in- j 
jection and repeated in
jections. It Is'consider
ed that there may be an 
increase in the 'fibro
genetic properties of the 
dust on repeated injection.

Effects of Hvalase on 
the Fibrogenetic Propert
ies of Suspension of 
Silica...The majority of 
these animals having died 
this experiment will be 
concluded and will be tak
en further to confirm the' 
work of Curran.

Effects of Acid and 
Alkali on Fibrogenetic 
Properties of Silica Dust. 
All the animals inoculated 
have died or have been 
killed. This experiment 
being concluded, the sec
tions are being stained 
for reticulum and collag
en to assess the degree 
of fibrosis produced by 
the different inocula.

Effects of Cortisone 
on the Fibrogenetic . 
Properties of the Silica 
Dust Suspension. All the 
animals inoculated have 
died. As hyaiase was 
used with the cortisone 
further experiments have 
been designed to.study 
the effects of hyaiase 
and cortisone separately. 
The effects of cortisone 
have been described by 
Curran; this experiment 
Is designed now to confirm 
his findings.

Effec'cs of Aluminium 
Hydroxide on the Fibro
genetic Properties of 
Silica Dust D & D . ' The 
•superfine pure silica 
dust (D & D) was used.
The experiment is being 
repeated to give the best 
possible control of the 
amounts of dust used, the 
concentration of the dust 
in the rooms and the 
assessment of the amounts 
of dust in each of the 
experimental dust rooms.

The three dust rooms 
contain monkeys, rabbits 
and guinea-pigs and one 
experiment consists of 
three rooms.

a) D & D dust
b) D & D dust with 5 

grams of Aluminium given 
before dusting commences.

c) D & D dust with an 
additional1 5 grams of 
Aluminium given during 
dusting.

The animals are in the
same position in the rooms in relation to the dust 
inlety as an animal dies 
the corresponding animals 
in the other two rooms are 
killed.______  '

K . m i n O ' O o i y i Q rr c  *

The dust concentration in 
the rooms is fairly constant 
being about 30,00.0 particles/ 
cc.

The amount of dust used 
each day is fairly constant 
being about IpO ccs/day. .

Effects of Various Dusts 
as Supplied by the Chamber 
of !lines Research Laboratory, 
A number of dusts of diff
erent sized particles have 
been supplied to us from 
the Chamber of Mines Re
search Laboratory, one of 
which is a 'suspended'sedi
ment from mine water. We 
were'asked to assess the 
fibrogenetic properties 
of these dusts. The major- 

j Ity of the animals are 
j still alive and the experi- 
| went has not been concluded, 
j  Further dusts are to be 
submitted from this Labor
atory.

Effects' of a Subcutaneous 
' Infection of a Suspension 
of Silica Dusts. This ex- 

| periment, carried out on 
| thirty rats. Is designed 
| to provide a base line for 
I further experiments and In 
the meantime allow of a 
description of the type of 
granulation tissue pro
duced by silica.

Application of the Exami- 
nation of the Human Lungs 
Supplied bv the Silicosis 
Medical Bureau to Research 
Problems.- These lungs are 
being examined with a view 
of describing the distri- 

I bution of the silicotic 
I lesions, their nature in 
| relation to the bronchi or 
j  vessels, and their- relaticn- 
j  ship to Tuberculosis.
| Sections are being taken 
I from a large number of the 
I lungs found-to be suitable; 
i special staining is being' 
j carried out to demonstrate 
j these points. . It is hoped 
| to assess the silicotic 
| lesions with histo-chemical 
j  methods. Possibly some 
j more accurate method of 
i determining'the activity 
j or non-activity of the 
! tuberculous lesion may emergei .____ ______  _____
! answer to crossword APPEAR

ING ON" P--.GE 2 r '
; Across: 1. Play.the fool
! 3. Verge 9. drear 11. Salmi 
j 12. perusal 1 3. inside 1 5 .
; speech 18. aground 20. strain 
I 22. inset 23- breed 24. sterre 
] scope.

destimation 10„ensuefS ■+- o r»r» too A A wr» p 1 7 .
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THE NEW SCIENCE OF 

GERONTOLOGY
One o'’ the newest 

studies attracting the 
attention of doctors and 
laymen alike is Geron
tology - the science 
that deals with the med
ical and biological, 
psychological and socio
logical, economic and 
philosophical aspects of 
the process of aging.

Geriatrics is the med
ical asnect of the sub
ject, dealing with the 
diseases of the aged, 
whereas Gerontology is a 
sort of super-science ap
proached through many 
branches of learning.
The aim is "not to add 
years to life, but life 
to v°ars".

As an illustration of 
the wide approach to the 
science we mav refer to 
the Jo'irnal of Gerontol
ogy printed in the U.S.A. 
in which articles appear 
dealing with the subject 
from the point of view of 
Nutrition (we all know 
shout fat and atheromato- 
sisi), Hormone therapy, 
Statistics, Comparative 
Physiology and the Socio
logical background.

A most important as
pect from the Medical 
point of view is not 
merely the treatment and 
study of the ills of the 
aped, hut the prevention j 
of the degenerative di
seases, It is common 
biological knowledge that 
many organs and tissues 
are still good for many 
years at the time of 
death. How many cases 
have we not seen on the 
P.M. slab with perfect 
lungs, liver, kidnev and 
brain but with a little 
bit of atheroma in the 
wrong place in a coronary 
artery? It is the con
quest of these degener
ative diseases, wherein 
lies the future of Geriat- 
trics.

Holding back the pro
gress of Gerontology are 
two factors. One is ob
vious - finance. ; The 
other is the fact that we 
do not like to think of 
ourselves as gradually 
falling Physically or 
mentally and coming to 
rely on others* Hence

n  A  A  M r *  P / V ¥ l

the youth of the country. 
But it is hardly neces
sary to mention the names 
of Verdi, Bertrand Russell, 
H.G. Wells etc, to illus
trate the value of healthy 
old age to our society. 
Here we enter the Socio
logical and Philosophical 
fields, and again see the 
vastness of the subject.

One of the leading men 
in the field of Gerontol
ogy is E.V. Cowdry - a 
name not unfamiliar to 
2nd years. The main ideas 
of this article come from 
his Presidential Address 
to the 6th Annual Scient
ific Meeting of the Ger
ontological Society. He 
stresses the need for 
Medical and Socio-Economic 
Institutions to deal with 
the problem of the aged.

We are about to become 
extremely useful members 
of Society, and so it is 
good to know, not only of 
the existence of this pro
blem of old age and de
generation, but of the 
science that is springing 
u p to deal with it.

L e t t e r s
T O  T H E
o  E D I T OR.

The. Pre.53 And Medical

Sir, Secrecy.
Although this is not a 

curricular matter, I wish 
to take advantage of your 
position as a liaison be
tween student and staff 
and at the same time to 
share a problem with read
ers of the Auricle.

A few weeks ago a "sob 
story" article appeared in 
one of the daily news
papers about a little girl 
of 4 who had died of leu
kaemia. The disease was 
described as invariably 
fatal.

In a ward of the Gen
eral Hospital last term, 
one of the patients was 
suffering from acute Mye
loid Leukaemia and al
though he was at first 
told that he had a pro
found anaemia,, the truth 
eventually war. given to t  
him. Fortunately he had 
no idRa of the seriousness 
of the condition and the 
little time left to him 
could have been spent fair*

a cheerful disposition.
Then he read the article 
I have referred to.

Immediately his con
dition became perceptib
ly worse and he is now in 
a very bad state. Al
though my knowledge is ad
mittedly limited, I am 
convinced that he would 
not be in this state yet 
had he not received such 
a severe shock.

It seems to me there
fore, that as long as 
there is a popular press, 
discussion on the sub
ject "Should a Doctor 
Tell?" is completely 
pointless. Is it pos
sible to prevent the 
press from printing such 
natter*, and if it is 
possible, is it, in the 
light of the above ex
ample, advisable to do 
so?

Yours etc.
Clinical Student
• • • #OOO

OVERSEAS TRIPS,
Sir,

Having been doing 
Obstets for the past few 
weeks, my attention has 
only now been drawn to an 
S.M.C. circular appealing 
to medical practitioners 
for funds to send a del
egate to a student con
ference in London. I 
should like to know on 
what authority our Council 
have taken it upon them
selves to be responsible 
for this venture. A p 
parently in their august 
splendour they have chos
en to disregard the les
son of previous years - 
perhaps I could refresh 
their memories a little?

In 1952 the then S.M.C* 
before launching any crazy 
fund-raising scheme cor
rectly referred the matter 
(6/5/52) to a General 
Meeting of students - (why 
was this not done this 
year?) The result was an 
overwhelming vote against 
raising money for a special 
S.M.C, delegate. It was 
decided instead to appoint 
a recent Wits graduate al
ready overseas. Subsequent
ly NUSaS independently col
lected money to send Elton 
Goldblatt overseus, but it 
was made quite clear in an 
additional notice (13/5/52) 
to all medical practitioners 
that this delegate would 
represent not Wits but 
: NUSaS .mm' r f . A rm pe> It
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T ~an sayAll I ■'■■an say is that 

thank goodness Rag and 
Intervarsity are over I 
It was the utter limit, 
after having spent all - 
Friday night rainting a 
float, to have the self
same float ‘break down in 
the middle of Eloff Street 
during the procession. 
Needless to say, all the 
spectators mere highly a- i 
mused and calmly matched I 
us rush and kick and moan \ 
and. groan to get the en- j 
gine of the lorry started.* 
We eventually abandoned \ 
the ^loat and trudged our j 
weary ways home. Most | 
undignified. I

About the intervarsity ; 
RAIDS: the other day I j 
•pinholed a young man in 
the know, D°an De Wet, 
from Residence, who told 
me the whole story. From 
what I gather, Residence 
chans have been having a 
pretty hectic time. On 
Sunday the 9th, a few of 
our chaps went over and 
burned a large ”V7” on the 
Tukkies’ field - at the 
same time kicking some of 
the Tukkies out of bed.

On Monday Wits again- 
trooped over to Pretoria; 
nothing exciting occurred 
BUT ON TUESDAY Men’s Res. 
received a phone call at 
about 10.30 from Half-Way 
Hou.se to the effect that 
four truckloads of Tukkies 
were coming over for a 
raid. Men’s Res. rose

ably to the occasion - 
oranised a receiving 
party - but after waiting 
in vain'till 1.30 a*m., 
decided to go over to 
Pretoria themselves. Dean 
tells me that sixty went 
in one open, very cold 
lorry - plus one jeep and 
one car. To cut a long 
story short, they attacked 
Sonop and after fighting 
bravely for ^ hour, (in 
true Wits spirit), were 
unfortunately outnumbered 
and went home. Thank . 
goodness, that is not the 
end of this little story. 
That self-same night, 6 
cars made individual raids 
on Pretoria Men’s Resi
dence; sad to relate, 7 
of our warriors were cap
tured - BUT THREE Tukkies 
fell into our hands and 
were duly escorted back 
to Jo’burg and given a 
cold bath. Can imagine 
nothing worse than having 
one’s back scrubbed by a 
very heavy handed enemy on 
a frosty night. After 24 
hours they were released 
but during that period 
well-earned their keep. 
7/ere made to perform at 
the Sing-Song and duly 
thrown into the swimming- 
bath. Wits seem to have 
come out on top this year. 
Congrats to our able Raid 
Committee.

This will never be 
ready in time for the 
Aar i cle, apd.Dav® will,he—n<3--rpA-r>-r, -TK , ~ -rTn̂-n ’ »

onference this year 
is' ’’Child Health and 
Disease” and will be. 
rheld during the last 
week, of August

<%vnly subjects of 
^  practical import- 
fj ance and in every- 
day use have been 
selected for dis
cussion.

/hnerous medical 
.practitioners are 
■ presenting papers in 
ywhat should.be a 
a stimulating discus
sion.

■" 'ilms will be shown at 
1unch-hour a uring 
;Conference Week; these 
promise to be inform- 
.ative and relaxing.

v~-ight evening session 
l ana one morning ses- 
<# sion are envisaged, 
in which you can 
learn a lot about 

’"'paediatrics.
/7r=\  erne mb er that it is 
| J voor Conference, 
b'~\ held at vour Medical

\

School, and so_,

every student must 
3 be prepared to help 
jL» if called upon, and 
i your support will 
> make this a memorable 

Conference.
* /ever again will so 
i much information and 
A’ up-to-date material,
\i be presented for 
I your benefit.

--conference Leech will 
S Report all these sub- 
| jects for you and will 

be available in Jan-
V^puary 1955-

xhibition will be r’un
concurrently, and
its many exhibits
will give you a
visual picture of
’’Child Health and
Disease”.

fiU-fi * T
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When yon. corne to think 

of it, it's remarkable how 
many COMPOSERS lied at an 
early age of some fatal 
disease o" other - in fact 
verv few of the men of 
music have lieved to the 
frond old'age of four 
score and seven that Verdi 
achieved. Mozart, Schubert 
and Chorin all died at,the 
m'l'-’e of their careens - 
both Purcell and Chopin 
died of consumption, Chopin 
at the age of only 31 
after many years of weak
ness and. suffering. It 
"'as in 1830/3° that he 
spent the winter on the 
1 s 1 an d o f Ma ! or c a, wi t h 
George Sand for companion; 
she decided to take him. to 
a warmer climate, as he 
had beep suffering from 
rheumati sm. Unf ortun ately 
a rainy season of exception 
al severity set in and the 
villa hocame 'li^e an ice 
of mantle on their .should
ers’. Chooin had always 
heer delicate and being 
subiect to violent irri
tation of the dar’uix, soon 
was affected by the damp 
and began to cough. His 
condition was further ag
gravated by the fumes of

the braziers with which 
they tried to keep the j 
house tolerably warm.
In a letter to a friend, f 
Chorin writes

"I have been as ill as 
a dog, in spite of eight
een degrees of heat, and 
of r^ses and orange, palm 
and fig trees in blossom.
I caught a severe cold. 
Threr doctors, the most 
renowned in the island, 
were called in for con
sultation. One smelt 
what I spat, the second 
slapped me where I spat 
from, and the third sound
ed and listened when I 
spat. The first said 
that I would die, the 
second that I was dying, 
the third that I had 
died already; and in the 
meantime I live as I was 
living".

Chopin and George Sand, 
-'ere given notice to 
quit th^ villa because 
the report had got abroad 
that Chopin was suffering 
from consumption, so they 
moved to a wretched dis
used monastery on the is
land. Chopin hated it 
there, but was too weak 
to travel; bronchitis,

from which he had already 
suffered, was no followed 
by what appeared to be laryn
geal phthisis. The stupid 
physician suggested bleeding, 
but George Sand disregarded 
this advic' and continued 
nursing him. On the way 
home on the boat, they 
travelled in company of a 
hundred pigs whilst Chopin 
hud bleeding from the lung. 
Luckily a French ship’s 
doctor was found, who suc
ceeded in stopping the haemor
rhage within twenty-four 
hours.

For the. next' ten years 
Chopin .suffered, and his 
affair with George Sand 
certainly helped to under
mine, his feeble health, he 
looked.,.like a revived corpse 
in fact, George Sand used 
to call him mon cher cadavre. 
He died as I have said, at 
the age of thirty-nine, in 
Paris in 1349.

Brahms died in 1097 of 
cancer of the liver; he 
died with tears in his 
eyes, for he had loved life 
and hated to give it up.

Marilyn Phillips.

" W E S T D E N E "  WHO ARE  P R O D U C I N G  T H I S  MA G A Z I N E  HAVE  A L L  M E D I C A L  B OOK S .  S U R G I C A L

I N S T R U M E N T S  AND D I A G N O S T I C  E Q U I P ME N T  WHI CH YOU R E Q U I R E  T H E Y  W I L L  BE  

P L E A S E D  TO WEL COME YOU D U R I NG  YOUR S T U D E N T  DAY S  AND TO D I S C U S S  t h e  P R O B L E MS  

OF F I T T I N G  YOU OUT WHEN YOU GO I NTO P R A C T I C E .

" W E S T D E N E "  HAVE  H E L P E D  MANY HUNDR E DS  OF NEWLY Q U A L I F I E D  DOCT OR S  AND F E E L  S URE  

T HE Y  CAN H E L P  YOUs

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ^ t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t * * * "

N.B. Westdene Products are in no way responsible for the typing or contents of 

this publication.

Owing to the size of our machine the following lines could not be accomodated 

on their respective pages.

Page 5: Crossword answers - ]4. Sores 16. Possess 17. Edible 19, Untie 20. Rodeo 
Page 9: Rabinowitz on the flank was playing a crafty and loose game.



To the tumultuous roar 
of excited spectators 
(both of them), with 
scores of cameras click
ing mildly, 15 hardy- 
medicals, fortified by 
much multivitaminised 
beer (containing glucose)
- ™et 13 (later 14 - 
much later 15) equally 
fortified Tuk medicals, 
in an eric of the century.

Tubs, playing with the 
sleet, Viewed o^f. 
Immediately, Referee Brown 
ordered a restart, as he 
noticed Jack Sacks, that 
grand old man of Wits 
rugbm, having a quiet 
pint and a quick smo^e on 
the touchline. "This is 
not allowed" he commanded 
"half that pint is mine".

The rame commenced at 
breathtaking speed - not 
that it n^eds much to 
tave Witsies br°ath away.’ 
Wits were playing to an 
elaborately produced 
plan. "Stimulate their 
Pituitary-Adrenal axis 
and the game is ours I" 
declared Ivor "Pocket 
Hercules" Broer officious
ly.

Play swung from one 
end of the field to the 
other, with the Wits team 
at no stage more than 50 
pards behind the ball.

Then Captain "Sadlers 
Belle" Monk sprang into 
action. Tripping lightly 
through scores of con
founded Tukkies Monk went 
streaking r or the line. 
Unleashing a powerful 
dive, he crossed the line 
and crossed his heart - 

The Monk was no funk - 
Though he may have 
been slightly drunk. 
Meanwhile Joe "non- 

atherogenic" Rommel was 
having a battle royal in 
the line-outs - he could
n't get his pendulous ab
domen out of the way of 
the ball, and was con
tinually being confused 
with a 6 month primip 
sitting on th° touchline. 
"Altitude" he cried as 
someone hastily plumped 
an Oxygen mask over his 
mouth.

Half-time came - and 
went - with Jack Sacks, - 
that grand old man of 
Wits rugby - having a 
quiet pint and a quick 
smoke on the touchline.

R«bl nnwi t.7; on the flank

r  r* n ' r*
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

ctd. from page 4
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loose game - so loose in 
fact that at one stage, 
he had wandered right off 
the field and had to be 
hastily called back amid 
shouts of "We know where 
you're going!" from 
maniaci11y-inc1ined spec
tators.

Then drama! Jersky 
received the ball - "I 
don't want it" he replied 
scornfully, in a mag
nificently conceived 
Stokes-Adam attack, im
mediately dropping the 
ball, and kicking his 
legs frantically in dis- 
gust.

"Drop goal - 3 points 
to ’Wits" drawled the ref. 
in liquor-laden tones.

Meanwhile, surresp- 
titiously, while all this 
was going on, the Tuks' 
centres were carving 
great holes in Wits de
fence, despite the whole 
Wits' team being on 5~' 
minutely B.P. and t e m p , ,  
charts, Leonssins I.V. 

j therapy, in frantic ef- 
j forts to revive them,

Professor Chegwidden 
j was hastily summoned for 
| consultation.

"Beer" he commanded.
A late report stated 

I that all 15 patients were 
officially said to be 

! still doing well at the 
Dev.

Flashback to the 
.ground, still revealed 
Jack Sacks, - that grand 
old man of Wits rugby - 
having a quiet smoke and 
a quick pint - on the 
touchline. gji A
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This is in direct contra
diction to the informat
ion, or misinformation, 
contained in the present 
circular. Council are 
acting directly against 
precedent.

This latter document is 
remarkable in a number of 
other respects. In barely 
18 lines there are no less 
than half a dozen errors of 
spelling, grammar or syn
tax, malarropisms and oth
er illiteracies. This 
quite apart from statements. 
Whether this circular be 
fraudulent or not, it has 
effectively defeated any 
intention of "gaining pres
tige" for our Medical 
School. Rather are we 
likely to become a laughing 
stock to the local profes
sion .

at this stage let us 
briefly consider the merits 
of spending £300 or what 

I have you on these overseas 
.jaunts. The proffered 
justifications seem to be;
(a) "It puts South Africa 
on the map with regard to 
Student Medical activities". 
What drivel. Can any of 
our sponsors say if Siam 
was represented in London 
ir. 1952? And if it was,
so what?
(b) After Elton Goldblatt's 
return "we" (i.e. the 
S.M.C.?) "were able to re
port back and make some 
very necessary adjustments 
in our courses, with the 
co-ooeration of the Clini
cal Departments". (Sic)
I heard Elton Goldblatt's 
report-back, both to the 
S.M.C. and to the student 
body, but I'd be interested 
to hear more of the "very 

I necessary adjustments" 
which would seem to have 
been made. But perhaps 
veracity is of secondary 
importance when money is to 
be raised.
! (c) "It would awaken stud
ent interest" was an oft- 
reueatea claim in 1952. 
Subsequently the audience 
of Elton Goldblatt's weil- 

i advertised report-back

I meeting consisted of less than 10 persons, including 
the writer and Miss Kronik. 

There are many good uses 
| to which £300 could be put. 
j This is not one of them.
| If the S.M.C. is to make 
amends for its imbecility 

a it must immediately call a 
General Meeting.

Yours etc.
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On Saturday, as if you 

didn’t know, Wits played 
Tuts in various branches 
o^ snort. Naturally, the 
main snort was Rugby, and 
the main game was that 
between the resnective 
1st Teams.

To nut it bluntly, it 
was a shocking spectator 
game, with the exception 
of the last 10 minutes.
Un to that time, it had 
been a dour defensive 
struggle by both sides, 
nunctuated with renalty 
kicks against Wits, 90% 
of ”Thich were in easily 
convertible nositions. 
Possibly due to the hood
oo which Wits sunnorters 
were trying to nut on the 
kicker, albeit silently, 
Tukkies failed to convert 
a single kick.

Buckline movements 
were few and far between, 
but Garms always looked 
dangerous when he got the 
ball. However, the tack
ling by all the backs was 
excellent, Freddie Herbst 
especially being notice
able in this resuect.

Clive Ulyate nlaved a 
far better game than he 
has nlayed this year, and 
even under the handicap 
of a slow service, was 
still able to get the ball 
out to his backs. The 
Tukkie tackling and de
fensive covering was 
sunerb, however, and the 
Wits backs could do noth
ing with the ball.

In the last 10 minutes 
Wits broke away, and Clive 
Ulvate, chasing a rolling 
ball, beat Oberholzer, 
the Tukkie full-back to 
the touchdown. A few 
minutes later, Zar capped 
a fine afternoon’s work, 
by taking a pass from 
Clive Ulyate and diving 
over to score the final 
points for .Wits,

On being questioned 
after the game, senior 
Wits officials could not 
recall any time when Tuks 
were beaten by a) twelve 
points or, b) without 
scoring a point against 
Wits. A grand victory, 
which made up for the 
disappointing showing of 
the other teams, especial
ly the Under 19A. I am 
coming to the conclusion 
that it is a liability 
for this team to win theAnil hop-T'KO tViol-r VionVc

lose 50 yards every time 
they get the ball back.
I feel that the weakness 
in this team is at half
b a c k ,  and the sooner this 
can be remedied, the 
better.

Among the other teams, 
Medical School ”A” play
ed well to lose by only 
11-0, When one considers 
that the members of this 
team hardly see a Rugby 
match once a year, let 
alone run for a bus or 
anything so energetic, 
it may be considered a 
good performance.

Junior team results 
show that there is some 
cause for alarm in con
sidering the future of 
the Wits Rugby Club. 
Unless the Junior players 
improve, it seems that 
we will be back in the 
bad old days of 1950 
again. This is a seri
ous state of affairs, 
but possibly the thought 
of Tukkies is one of 
those unforeseeable 
factors, which militates 
against a Wits Team 
playing well. Let us 
hone that a return to 
form of these teams, es
pecially the Under 19 
team will soon be forth
coming.

On June 2nd, the 1st 
Team travel to Potchef- 
stroom to play Potch. 
University. We wish 
them the best of luck 
and hone that they will 
repeat Saturday's win.

In passing let me 
mention two sports which 
Wits did win.
1 The Cross Country
2 Table-tennis

GuftQGQffllKi
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Lennie- .Vet mo it.

This week our spot
light falls on water- 
polo and 20 year old 
fifth year Medical,
Lennie Seimon.

Lennie was educated 
at Krugersdorp High 
School and while still 
there represented S. 
Transvaal Co-Ed Schools 
at water-polo. On corn
ing to Wits he immediate
ly forced his way into 
the first water-polo 
team and has been the 
mainstay ever since.

At the end of the 152- 
’53 season Lennie receiv
ed a well-merited full- 
blue and in 1953 repres
ented South Africa at 
the Maccabi Games in 
Israel. Here he served 
the team with distinct
ion, being the top goal 
scorer.

Lennie has been an 
automatic choice for the 
Combined 'Varsities 
team where he has filled 
the centre-forward berth 
for the last three years.

For over 2 years, 
Lennie was knocking on 
the door of the Provin
cial selectors and final
ly made the Transvaal 
team in the ’53~'54- 
tournament . Here he 
proved that he was un
doubtedly the ’’find" of 
the season. His prolif
ic scoring ability 
brought him 30 goals in 
6 matches - a remarkable 
performance I

Besides playing polo, 
Lennie has shown that he 
is no mean swimmer. He 
has been swimming regul
arly for the Wits firsts 
and was a member of the 
team that broke the 
Transvaal 4 x 50 yds. 
relay record!

Lennie's big ambition 
in life is to represent 
S„ Africa in the 1950 
Olympic Games, a s  one 
of the outstanding centre 
forwards in the country 
he only has to repeat 
past performances to 
make his selection a 
certainty.

And make no mistake, 
Lennie will far from dis
grace the green and gold.

WE WISH YOU LUCK,
LEN!


