
Abstract 

Mining and the mining experience is one that has been written about extensively in academia. 

The history of mining in South Africa has not only shaped the physical landscape of the 

country but has shaped peoples understanding of the different spaces. The changing dynamics 

of mining, especially gold mining has played a role on the different experiences in 

contemporary South Africa. The decline in employment and production in the sector has 

meant that people in these gold mining towns have had to adapt to the changing times. The 

concept of resilience allows the research to view spaces such as that of Khutsong to see how 

people in such places are able to be resilient and the factors impacting on their resilience.  

 


