
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

INTRODUCTION ..........................................................................................................................1 
1.1 Introduction..............................................................................................................1 
1.2 Motivation.................................................................................................................1 
1.3 Background to this study ........................................................................................5 
1.4 Research frame and logic ......................................................................................18 
1.5 Chapter outline.......................................................................................................21 

RESEARCH ORIENTATION........................................................................................................24 
2.1 Introduction............................................................................................................24 
2.2 The role of theory...................................................................................................24 
2.3 Data .........................................................................................................................33 
2.4 Method ....................................................................................................................38 
2.5 Construct Validity..................................................................................................41 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK ..................................................................................................43 
3.1 Introduction............................................................................................................43 
3.2 Vygotskian perspectives ........................................................................................43 
3.3 Language: form and meaning...............................................................................58 
3.4 Gee's theory of discourse.......................................................................................63 
3.5 Theory compatibility .............................................................................................71 

KEY METHODOLOGICAL CONCEPTS .......................................................................................85 
4.1 Introduction............................................................................................................85 
4.2 Culture ....................................................................................................................86 
4.3 Text and Context....................................................................................................94 
4.4 Interaction ..............................................................................................................99 
4.5 Subject and self ....................................................................................................107 
4.6 Empirical frame ...................................................................................................115 

CONSTRUCTING THE SOCIAL DOMAIN: CONTEXT OF CULTURE ..........................................120 
5.1 Introduction..........................................................................................................120 
5.2 Boundaries and Classifications ...........................................................................120 
5.3 Legal education ....................................................................................................128 
5.4 Context of culture ................................................................................................158 

TOWARDS A CULTURAL MODEL UNDERSTANDING OF THE CONCEPT 'LAW' ........................164 
6.1 Introduction..........................................................................................................164 
6.2 Process of analysis................................................................................................165 
6.3 Phase 1: Theme identification.............................................................................169 
6.4 Phase 2: Individual analysis results ...................................................................174 
6.5 Phase 3: Comparative analysis ...........................................................................181 
6.6 Towards a cultural model account .....................................................................191 

TEXTUAL MEDIATION IN THE INTERPSYCHOLOGICAL SPHERE............................................195 
7.1 Introduction..........................................................................................................195 
7.2 Method ..................................................................................................................196 
7.3 Course-pack analysis ...........................................................................................198 
7.4 Lecture analysis....................................................................................................220 
7.5 Analysis summary ................................................................................................230 

READING STUDENT DEVELOPMENT.......................................................................................240 
8.1 Introduction..........................................................................................................240 
8.2 Data .......................................................................................................................241 



8.3 Tools for analysis..................................................................................................242 
8.4 Analysis .................................................................................................................251 
8.5 Discussion..............................................................................................................272 

REFLECTIONS ........................................................................................................................277 
9.1 Introduction..........................................................................................................277 
9.2 Analysis of findings ..............................................................................................278 
9.3 Research overview ...............................................................................................298 
9.4 Lessons learnt and directions for further research ..........................................304 
9.5 Afterword..............................................................................................................307 

References .............................................................................................................................310 
 


