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How on earth can we explain this, » professar of my own calibre and age who has served the country for so many
yeacs i different capacities being subfected to indigniry snd utrnost brutality by some majars and privates wha
ace cirwits erdinazly. I'm not beiig boastfd, 1¢s ke you tske a jewel and you stat messing it up in the mud. You
cannot explain it Any tme | tecailed the humiliaion meted our 10 me by those nitwits 1 statted weeping, not for
myself, bur for Nigenis, country, which was being savagely reduced m nothingness.

Prafessor Femi Odekunle [Tell, Augun 31, 1998:20]

Yar' Adua was hale and heary invide Abalkalili Prison. Then same people came saying they were fam Abrehis
and they wanted to take Yar'Adua for medical check-up. They picked ham up hale and hearty but he artived e
Univecsity Teaching Hospicad, Enugu dead, What happened berween Abakakiki and Enugu robody seems L know.
But something happeacd and if pressure ia put on those peaple who picked him up they would give an auswer
to 4be country.
" Comrade Shehu Sani, a Northern Nigerian humsn dights acivists aerested
fox the 1995 phantom coup on the gecount of his human rights acoviso
[FheNewe 7 Scpt. 1996815, 18],

Zakad Biu is an aalmal He's just wicked he is dead 1o feelings. [ facy, [ don't know why such peaple shuuld sulf
be walking the sirects of Lagos or this country. § 2m surpised as | am ol that he has even been promated, even
gven special assignments, | am surpdsed at this governmvent. Zakati Baw, for what, they know him 1o have dune,
tha shey could stH kecp bim. This goverarent isself is culpable of all acts they committdd...Omenka staned che
whole thing, He eo-supervisad ouz torture. But the eain aceor in my case was really Zakad Biu. 1 soy borluof thom
have the same instinces, if we compare them.

Cal. Renatd Emolipas [Tel), Apal 12, 1999:24).

1 have called Foc the attcat snd teal immediately 9t the Abuja High Coun the following povernmen wfficials for
the atzocities committed against Nigeria and Migenans in the course of the Iate Gen. Abacha’s administiagon:
Alhaji Tserails Gweza; Bagadier-Gen, Saba [pd]-, Col. Fzank Omenka. There are alsa 14 Col. AL Garuba.and Lt
Theahirn who was ane of the people bealing Generals in Jos...For the putpose of true natons] recencilistion and
genuine peace, these people ehould be rovired and be put on il
Chief Yonii Tokoya, 4 suspeccad caupist relezsed on July 15, 1998 {The Wews 7 Seu
1998.1%]

«the expesience | had when the poverament decided (o seid Operarior Jowp, 3 paca-milicary outfit to break up the
Fazewell zecepaion the human rights groups and pro-democeacy activists organised for me, personally wis » vivid

demc ion of the deh isaion Migerans were going through everyday undee the General Abacha
dministradon. It was very surpaising and careless sbout énfernagional protocol, hence they coald) bresk 2 reccpiian
held for an asmbassadosr.

Ambassadot Walter Carrington, farmes US Ambassador ta Migesa [Tell, Macch 20
1959:25)

Introduction

Human rights abuses are a problem of growing concetrn around the world. The nced to
discourage this ugly phenomenon and promote reconciliatian between the perpetrators and victims of
hurnan rights abuses has culminated in the establishment of Truth and Reconciliation Commissions in
some parts of the world. The most important of such commissions ta be established in Africa was the
Trath and Reconciliation Commission which was established in South Africa by Act No. 34 of 1995,
Since June 1998, some Nigerians have be asking that their country should join the leagus of patians chat
have dealt with their past humnan rights problems using the path of TRC. The call is made necessary by
the gross human rights abuses that took place in Nigetia between 1993 and 1998. This was the period



when General Sani Abacha, the most authoritarian military man to have ever ruled Nigeria, gave 2 “had
name” to all the national questions besetting Nigera since the 1960s: ethnic chauvinism, putposeless
leadership, electoral fraud, lack of integrity, cortupton, mediacrity, violation of human rights etc.

It is necessary to swie that the problems that rocked Nigeria between 1993 and 1998 did not stact
with Geneeal Abacha. I started during the administration of General Yorahim Babangida. On June 12,
1993 a presidential election was held in Nigeria which Chief M.K.O Abicla was popularly believed to
have won. This was the first time any southemer have evet won any electon in Nigeria. The electon was
acclaimed by Nigedans and international observets to have been free and fair. As the last batch of the
vhvious clection results were ta be zonounced, the Head of Stete, General Ibeahim Babangida
announced that the resolts had been amulled. Up il today the Nigeriaa military has not been able to
provide any convincing explanation as to why the clection was annulled. Many interpreced the ugly
development as an open indication that the militaey wag not prepared to vacate the seat of powet in
Nigeria. The hues and cries that geeeted the annulment within and cutside Nigeria [thonvhers 1998
forced General Babangida 10 resign as Nigetian president and commander- in-chicef of the armed forces
on 26 August 1993, He hurrdedly and illegaily inyealled a 32 person Interim National Government [ING]
headed by Chief Emest Shonekan. The INC suffered different farms of legitimacy crisis and could
therefore not function. On 10 November 1993, the Lagos High Court, presided over by justice Dolapo
Akinsanya, ruled that the ING was illegal piven the fact that General Babangida had no constitutional
backing for constituting the body. Babangida had resigned as the president before signing the decsee
undet which the ING was established. On 17 November 1993, General Sani Abacha forced Chief
Shonckan to surtender powet to him.

General Abacha started his administration in Nevember 1993 by soliciting for the support of the
Yoruba people who were sill agprieved about the annulment of the June 12 election. He consequently
succeeded in gerting a few prominent individuals from this part of Migeria to serve in his cabinet as
Ministers. He appointed General Oladipo Diya fan indigene of Ogun where Chief Abiola came from)
as his deputy. The orginal understanding atnong most of the people that initially agreed to serve in
Abacha’s cabinet from the south-west was that the new FHead of State would deal with the injustice of
the June 12 election. General Abacha said, while waking over from Chief Shonekan, that his
administration was going to be very brief. The "June 12" agitators therefore saw in Abacha a messiah.
They supported him thinking that within few weeks of his coming to power he would de-anmnul the
election and enthrone Bashotun Abiola, It did not ke much time for the people to realise that General
Abacha was in power for sclfish reagon and dhat his administration would nor as brief as the dictator
promised.

Shottly afeer stabilising his admiaistration, General Abecht came aut in his tue colour. He
jettisoned all his promises o the Nigeran peaple and started to eliminate the “June 12" sympathisers and
tadicals in his cabinet fboth militavy men and civiltans] one after the other using different kinds of unholy
tactics. He jertisoned the vsval military intellipence peaple that worked with him and set up a
“Presidential Sirike Force” [PSF] contralled by a graup of young Nigerdan military officers led by Major
Hamzat El-Mustapha - Abacha's Chief Secusity Officer. These young military officers conducted
themselves the way they Liked and had linde or nothing vo do with military echics. They openly disobeyed
their seniors and took delight in putting them to tidicule. They constitated a world veto themselves and
the Nigerian press men therefore labelled them as “Abache boys”. With the PSF, the Abacha boys
tereorised the Migenan populace. They killed, tortused and detained many under bestial conditions. The
period berween 1993 and 1998 thus witnessed what would qualify as “govermnance by terror” in Duvall
and Stohl's analysis [1988). Nigetians saw hell. Under mysterious circumstance, General Abacha suddenly
died int June 1998. He was immediately succeeded by General Abdusalam Abubakar. For ressoas aat
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having much to de with the protection of human rights, members of the new military junta scized the
oppottunity of Abachas death to atrest some (and not all] of his boys. In the process of their
interzogations the Abacha boys formally confessed to vanous acts of stare wrrorism. Using the
confessions of these boys and the testimonies of their victims, this paper calls the establishment of a
Truth and Reconciliation Commission for dealing with the past of Nigeria. L argues shat though the truth
is well known about the past human tights abuses in Nigeria nabody is willing to use the available
evidence to try the perpetrators. Can there be reconciliation without justice? The paper idenufies how
the wotk of such the Nigeran Truth and Reconciliation Commission could be arganised and the bunefin
 that could result therefrom.
State Terrorism in Abacha's Nigeria

Terzorism is an emotive and denotative word; anly few people hear or walk about it nevtrally
(Druvali and Stohl 1988:231. [t is defined as "the systematic employment of violence and ntimiduion w
cource a government or community, especially inta acceding to specific political demands™ |Beewn 1992
3254|. Shultz (1978 sces it as "..the threat or use of extra normal foxms of political violence, in varyig
degrees with the objectives of achicving certain political objestives/goals”. Terrosism is usually geared
towards achieving two opposing political goals. It is cither organised by the “opposition” to discrednt
or{and overthrow a regime or mobilised by those cantrolling the institutions of power used as 3 taol of
polideal oppression.

There is state terrorism in a siteation whezeby it is agenis of the state, rather than the owlinary
citizen, that is perpeurating terrorism. No government, no matter how widely condemned, would
however see its action against “political dissidents” as constituring ierrarism. Political leaders, most
especially those presiding over authoritarian states, usually base their inhuman action on the concepruat
standpoint that the state has the responsibility for ensuting law and order within her sovereign teetitory
and that the siate is the repository of legitimate |physical] violence [Maclver 1926:221). Littke wonders
that Weber too presented the state as “that human community, which, within a given territory [teeritory
is one of its characteristics] claims for itself |successfully] the legitimate monopoly of physical
violence™{Gerth and Mills 1958:78]. There is no doubting the fact that a government hag the right ta the
use of violence but such rights is only limited to the use of “legitimate force™ or “legitimate violence”
Niclsen [1981:437). The use of violence by a state becomes illegitimate when ir deplayed againgt the
citizens outside the limits allowed by the popularly sanctioned Constitution and laws of that soclety, It
is an absurdity for a person who has not been wied in a court of competent jurisdiction and whosc puilt
has not been established “beyond reasonable doubt to be weated like a criminal. Natonal and
international laws frown against the practice of torture and other cruel, inhumian or degrading weaument
or punishment or extra-legal execution of petsons. Declaration on the Protection of All Perions from Being
Subjected to Vortare and otker Cruel, Inbuman ar Degrading Treatreat or Punishment adopted by the General
Assembly of the United Nations on 9 December 1975 (resolution 3452 {XXX] noted for example that:

No state may permit or tolerate torture ot other eruel, inhuman or degrading teatment or

punishient, Exceplional circunistances suvh as a siate of war ar ¢ threat of war, internad political instability

or any other public emergency may not be invoked as a fusttfieation of lortur: o: ther orwel, inburan or degrading

freatment or punishwent femphasis mine] {UN 1992:227].

Article 1 of the Declaration defined Totture as:

-any act by which sevete pain ot suffering, whether physical ot mental, is intentionally inflicted

by ot at the instigation of a public official on a person for such purposes as abtaining from him

or 4 third person information or confession, punishing him for an act he has committed or is
suspected of having committed, or intimidating him or other persons... Tormre constitutes an
aggravated and deliberate form of cruel, inhuman or degrading wreatment or punishment |Ibid.
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Pp.226-7). :

Throughout his administration General Sani Abacha used the thetoric of “nationsl secutity™ as
claak for state absolutismn, Nigerians could clearly see where Abacha was going shortly after he came to
pewer. He statted to have problems with majority of Nigerians when it was realised that his
adminiseration was not interested in any democratic project. Abacha and his collaborators were simply
in uffice to advance their personal interests which included looting the Nigetian weasury. What was
tecoveted from the family of General Abacha when he died is officially put at §628, 263, 187.1%; Pounds
75, 396, 884.93 and DM B0 millions [The Punch, March 5, 1999]. But the Abubakar administration
“furgor” v tell us how many billions of Naira was found in the dictator's local accounts. None of his
over 100 buildings in different parts of Migeria was seized. Nigerians know that Abacha, like other
Nigerian military leaders, stole more than the figures reported by the government. What is he stole is
enough to make life better for the teeming Nigetian populace that ate now living in abject penury.

‘I'he main batte line berween General Bani Abacha and human sights / pro-democracy groups
in Migetia was formally drawn in May 1994 with the formation of the National Democratic Coalition
[NADECO| in Lagos. The demograts in Nigeria had become agitated following the interviews granted
by Brigadivr David Mark [Retired) in the Newswatch Magazine published, inits April 11, 1994 edition
to the effect that General Abacha was not interested in enthraning any democtacy in Migera. His hidden
agenda wad to keep himself in powee till December 1999. The confession of General Matk was taken
seriously as he was 2 prominent member of the group that suppotted Abacha in ovetthrowing vhe
Shonckan regime in Movember 1993, Duting their maiden meeting NADECO members, drawn mostly
from the south-west tesolved to establish pacticipatory democtacy in Nigetia  using democratic
procedutes. This set NADECO on a collision path with the Abacha administration, Members of the
organisation wete [abelled by the government as subversive elements [and later texcorists] and were
harshly dealt with fram this perspective, Within a short time, NADECO and the Yoruba peaple who
supported jts activities thus became the number ore opposition to the tregime of General Abacha,

The face-off berween General Abache and MADECO assumed 2 dangerous dimension when
NADECO gave the Abacha sdministration a few days ulimatrum to hand over power to Abiola before
May 31, 1994. Abiola was invited by the organization to form a broad-hased national government, The
Abiola-led government must comppose of reptesentatives of various ethnic and interest groups in Nigeria.
‘e new regime fmust CoRvene @ severeipn national conference to discuss restructuring of the Nigeeian
state. NADECO called on Nigerians to boycott the Constitutional National Conference proposed by
the Abacha regime [Tell May 30, 1994; Newswatch May 30, 1994). On the occasion of the first
annivetsary of the annulment of June 12 1993 election, Chief M.K.O Abiala declared himself the
president of Nigeria and was consequently thrown into detention by the Abacha administration. The
government consequently descended powetfully on members of NADECQO and all pro-demotracy
movemerts and ¢lerments in the country. Some members of the organisatdon wete murdered in cold
blood; several athers were detained on the charge of being responsible for the bombs that exploded in
some trajot Nigerdan cities. It was later learnt that it was the same Abacha regime that was responsible
for the planting of these bombs as & way of detmonising his epponents and reinforcing his position as
the “saviout of Migeria",

In the despecare artempt to stamp out all opposition groups, the Abacha administration also
descended heavily on the human rights activists in the country. It became very fashionabie for all
prominent humaa rghts activists to bave o taste of Abacha's gulag, Those who did nat were either
working with Abacha ot had fled the country. It was also a good opportunity for Abacha to deal with
the peaple of Ogonilland, who had been protesting the degradadon of theit environment by Shell ail
cotnpany. Several Oponi villages wese sacked by Abacha boys between 1994 and 1998, At the height of



the insurgency aguinst the Ogoni people, Ken Saro Wiwa, the Yeader of the Movement for the Survival
of Oponi people [MOSOP] 2nd eight other Qpon leadess were murdeced in cold bleod by the Abacha
regime. Following the Ogoni example, youths from different paus of the Niger Delta taok up arms
against the multinational oil companies in their communitics, In the counter-insuspency antacks launched
an them by the Nigerian police and army, thousands of these youny men were killed.

People murdered by agents of the Abacha regitoe in the south-western pans of Nigeria, larguty
as 2 result of theit real ar imapgined membership of NADECQ, included Pa Alfred Riwalne, Adhaj
Kudirat Abiola {the wife of Chief M.-K.O. Abiola]. Several members of the orpanisation who feared buing
killed went on exile. The larter include Chief Aathony Enahara |the veteran politcan who moved the
motion for Migeria’s independence in 1953}; General Alani Akinrinade, the Chief of Defence Staff undes
the Shagari administration; Dt. Bola Tinunby [the presemt Governor of Lagos Seare] ete. Professor Wole
Soyinka was not a member of the NADECO but ke 100 had 16 go on exile when he was inundated with
plans of the “Abacha boys” to eliminate him. There was an aborted attempt o kill Chief Abraham
Adesanga who the Yoruba people appointed s theit national leader. Other members of NADECO who
choost 1 temain in Nigeria were detained on flimsy grounds and subjected to diffueent kirds of physical
and psychologicsl torture. People belenging 1o the last category included Chief Bola Ige [fonmer
Govetnor of Oyo Statel, Alhaji Lam Adesina [the present Governor of Oyo State], Chicf Olu Falae (the
Eormer Secrotary 0 the Federal Government and a candidate for the 1999 presidential election in
Migeria), Chicf Frederick Faseun fthe teader of Oduduwa People’s Congress] ete.

The detainees were subjected to different degrees of physical and menal torture. Several of them
were kept in dark ot solitary cells. ‘Tear gas was fired into theit cells from time to tine. They were poorly
fed and denied medical attention. Many left the detenton camps with different kinds of mudical
complications, Some of them, like Major General Yar' Adua, Colonel Akinyode, Chicf Abivla cte, died
in detention. In the process of dealing with his real and imaginary encmies, General Abacha turned
Nigeria to a pariah state, The international community could therefore not but take a nurmber of punitive
measures aginst Nigeria. The measures included the following [Banjo 1998}

. "Total expulsion from the Commonwealth

. Ostracization from all international sporting activiries - like Olympics, World Cup, African Cupu
of Nations etc.

. MNon-issuance of visa to Nigetiang [private and public] by some embassies. The most affected

were public officials mast especially members of the armed forces and their family members.
Canada even closed down its ¢mbagsy in Nigeria,

Imposition of oil embargo by same cauniries;

Disinvestment from Nigeria most especially by members of the European Union

Stoppage of all farms of loana and aids to Nigeria;

Freeziag of the accouns and seizure of all assets of ex and serving military officers;

Stoppage of all negotiations for the rescheduling of Nigetian debts by the Intemational Monctary
Funds, Pazis and London Clubs

. International boycott of all Shell products ete. -

The Abacha military junta denied all allegations that it was abusing the rights of the Nigerian
people. The apologists of the adminizeration, consisting of some prominent ncrthem Nigetians, military
officers who were assured of consrant laegesse 5o as not to tock the boat, and a few southern Nigerian
running local and international ecrands for Abacha in the name of laundering the external image of
Nigeria, dubbed the administration as the best to have ever been produced in Nigeria. General Abacha
was presented to Nigedans as a preat patriot who had conaibuted most to the promotion of pmity and
peace in Nigeria. To this end, the Sawi Abacha Foundation for Peace and National Unély was established ar
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Abuja to celebrate the achievement of the Nigerian dictatos, The Foundation made a lot of maney
producing television documentaries for laundering the image of Nigeria. One of the productions of the
centee - a video - was entided “Nat in Qur Character” was developed to ward off the attacks of the
encmies of Nigerds - which included virtually sll members of the intemational community that ever called
for Nigeria vo be governed accotding co civilised standards.

Soonce than later, Generat Abacha and his collaboramzs started preaching the practce of
*Aftican democracy” and started to tour this co the international community as the best thing for Nigeia.
What is "African deinocracy? In Abacha’s definition, Afiican democracy is a political system that enablea
a militaty enan to cransmute into a civilian head of state by simply removirtg his militaty uniform. Millions
0f badges bearing the image of the Nigetian dictator were printed. The “patriots” in Nigeria, a3 of this
time, were determined by wearing the “Abacha badpes” most especially at public functions. Civil servants
were furced to buy “Ahacha television” which was meant for populatising the Nigerian Head of State
in Nigerian hotes. The Nigetian dictator constituted a youth group ¢alled “Nigerdan Youth Eamestly
Asking for Abacha”, Led by one Daniel Kanu, this arganisation drew its membership from the “Arca
boys” of Migerian citics whase cquivalents in other African societies include the South African "Screet
chibdeen"”, Keayan's "Packing boys" and the Senegalese “Hoolipan boys”, They argenised rallies in
Migerian citivs preaching the “victues” of General Abacha. Those who refused to liscen to them got
bearen up ot atrested by the police who were always protecting them in the hostle envitonment in which
they ¢arried out their activitics, Migetian students and pro-democtacy activists who cied to organise rival
rallivs were eithee not pranted police pecmit or arcested for “planning ta destabilise Nigetia®.

Cienezal Sani Abacha’s artack on the “opposition” was not just limited to the civilian populace.
He dealt hazshly with military men - serving of cerited - who failed 1o suppott his self-succession agenda.
1n 1995, he accused General Qlusegun Obasanjo, the present Nigesian Head of State and some sctving
milieaty men of trying to avecthrow his cegime. Colonel Bello Fadile, & military lawyer was arrested,
tortuted and focced to “confess™ that he had meetmg with General Obasanjo to averthrow the milicary
government. This pravided the room for the Abacha baoys to go after Generals Obasanjo, Shebu Musa
Yar'Adua [who died in ptison|, Colonel Gwadababe cte. Commenting on how Fadile was used to pat
Geneeal Obasanjo and others into trovble, Alhaji Mata said "I have granted more than Five or six
inteeviews.in which | emphasised our innocence [myself, Colonel Gwadabe, General Yar'Adua, General
Obasanjo, Fadile and others). Our issue is complerely fiamed up because thete was no intention of
avesthrowing any government. Thete was 1o mceting, there was no thought, there was no attempt, 3o
1 don’t knww why they had to establish a prime fadt casc against us.[TheNews 28 Dec. §998:35). He
noted during anather intcrview “Colonel Fadile was tortured badly and he suffeced both psychological
and physical torture. They wrate whatever they liked and made him to sipn under duress. He signed it
thinking thar duting judgement the chaimuan of the tribunal would be reasonable because any statement
signed under duress is not valid in coutt of law, Honestly Bello Fadile suffered and it is oot out of place
that he did all he did because of tarture” [Weeketrd Vanguard March 13, 1999:10],

"The “coupists” were sentenced to death by firing squad at the end of what Nigetians still cefer
to a5 “Kangaroo coutr session” under which they were tred. The cibunal was chaired by General Pateick
Aziza. The coup plotters could not be killed because of the appeals and pratests from the intetnatdonal
community. Theit sentences were thetefore reduced to imprisonment terms. Mrs. Chris Aayawu, the
publisher of TSM Magazine who tried to repart the praceedings of the “kangatoo coutt” in which the
“coupises” were tried was picked up and sentenced to long term of imprisonment. 50 also wat Dr. Beko
Ransome Kuti who tried to alert the international community about the gross human rights abuses
aseaciared with the phantom coup. He too was picked up and sent to jail. They were all released in 1998
following the death of Abacha.



General Sani Abacha made more enemies within the Nigerian military in 1997 while putting
finishing touches to his self-succession agenda. The sclf-succession bid was strongly opposed on the floor
of the Provisionsl Ruling Council [PRC]. Leading this opposition movement was Abacha’s deputy, Lt
General Oladipo Diya, the Chief of Staff. The Abacha boys were therefore ordesed to eliminate Dhiya.
But this had to be carcfully done so thet Abacha’s involvement in the whole episode will be difficuls 1o
detect. A contrary situation could lead to problems within the army. Using some of his prominent
Nigetian military commanders - namely Major General Ishaya Bamaiyi, Major Gen. Patrick Axiza and
others - General Abachz is believed by the Nigerian press 1o have apptoached Diya with the inevogable
plan of the “Nigerian Military Commanders” to topple Abacha tegime. The prime target was Genenal

Abacha - Diya was told that the army would like to force him (o resign as the problems of MNigeria were
* becoming more and more complex, General Diya believed what he was told because General Bamaiyi,
23 the Chief of Atmy Staff was lirerally the person controlling the entire armed forces in Nigeria. General
Diys hosted these “Commanders” thrice not knowing that they were sent by Abacha. For reasans not
clear ta Nigerians, the Abacha boys decided that it would be bettet to do away with Diya by bonbing
him and sirributing the death to NADECQO - the number one oppasition to the Adhacha regime. This
 lateer strategy which was thought would be better than the coup allegation was wed first.

Diya was billed to have tavelled o Makurdi on 13 December 1997 for the burial of the mother
of Major General Lawsence Onoja, his principal staff. Just a3 he was trying to board the aircraft to
convey him to Makurdi, a bomb went off at the airport blowing one of the security operatives w the
vicinity into shreds. The companion of the dead security opetative who also suffered first degree burm
was stll alive. He was soon taken to the hospital “where he was finished off for fear he mighe spill the
bians on what he knew about the plan to bomb Diya's plane out of the skics 10 minutes into the Sight”
[TheMews 28 December 1998:32). The true plans of the Abacha boys were divulped to the Major
Fadipe, the Chicf Security Officer 1 Diga, before the unfortunate security operative was later * fushed™
Dy those be was working for. Diya was Jucky that he did not arrive at the aisport at the scheduled time.
“The bomb which had alseady been programmed would have been diopped in his aircrafe and would have
gone off ten minutes into the flight. In an interview granted to Tel [*+++*|, Chict Godwin Daboh who
described himself as a close assaciate of General Abacha said that Major Mustapha rold him that the
bomb attack was a”failed mission”. He too confessed that the target was Diya.

On 21 December 1997, the Abscha bays came back for Diya. Falling back on the original plans,
they accused him of trying to averthrow the Abacha regime. A few things that he said during the
meetings with General Bamaiyi and athers, which were tape recorded, were waved ro Nigerians as an
evidence. Some prominent Nigerian traditional rulees, moulders of public opinion and diplomars were
invited to Abuja te listen to the mpes and to watch the video of wheve Diya was bepging Abacha aftee
his arrest. While in detention, Diya wad his fellow accused petsons were hazshly torured. They were lacer
taken before a military tribunat headed by Major General Malu who had just retumed to Nigeria as the
Cotamander of ECOMOG in Sierca Leone. But quite surprisingly, those who sponsored the coup
meetings - i.e. General Bamaiyi and others were not tried for any coup plot Those brought for trial were
General Diya, twa othet Yaruha Generals [Generals Tajudeen Olanrewaju and Katimu Adisa), and some
army officers of lowet tanks. It was within this framework that Diya made his widely cited statement:
“Qrdinadly, we would have appreciated the calibre of the tibunal members. But this is the first ime a
case of setting up is becoming 1 coup case.l am the target and it is organised from the rop. | am
surprised that the Chicf of Asmy Staff is not heve. He, who is the masterminder [sic], the executiones and
planner of this incidenr” [TheNews 28 Dec. 1998:33). Diya and athers were sentenced to death by firing
squad. The execution order was being awaited when General Abacha died in June 1998.

Testimonics of the Victims
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Those tormired by the Abacha boys can be divided into two broad groups: [1) the civilians
congisting of student union leaders, human gights and pro-democtacy activists and [2] milicary men and
2 few civilians arrested on the charge of uying to overthrow the Abacha cegtme. Most of thoge helonging
to the frst group would prefer to be silent on their expestence in detention for now. A few are writing
up their expeniences into books. A few are virtually afiaid of antracting more problems upon themselves
by saying anything. Some others think that the ttme is not ripe for them to say anything, The testimonies
included in this paper are therefote limited to those arrested for the 1995 and 1997 phantom coup. What
they experienced was however not different from what the others in the first categoty went through
because the torrurers were the same Abacha boys and the tormee chambers were not different. To this
cxtent, the wstimonies given below will give us a good piciure of the hell some Nigerians went through
in the hands of General Abacha and his boys.

Colonel Lawan Gwadabe
Colonel Lawan Gwadabe was accused by the Abacha cegime to have master-minded the 1995

“coup”. Like all other members of the “95 set”, Gwadabe has argued that these was no coup, no plot

by him tv overtheow, He was implicated in the “coup™ because he refused to co-opetate with General

Abachn ro carry out a number of evi things that the Nigedan diceator planned. One of these, according

to Gwadzbe, was to use him to artest and deal with General Babangida with whom Abacha Fell out

shordy afier the larer came to power, After his arrest, Gwandabe was tortured for refusing to implicate
sumne other military officers that the Abacha junta wanted ta eliminate, Gwadabe was thoroughly tortured
and during each torture session a tape cecorder was placed beside him into which all the questions he
answered wete taped. Explaining why he was subjected o so much tortare Gwadabe noted, [Weekend

Vanguard March 13, 1999:4] noted:

. -.the reason for any torture is not far fetched. It was at the SIB. Here they were creating scenanios
and wying to fit te in and every time a scenatio was about ta click, something would go wrong
and it would collapse. So, they..accused me of not co-operating with them. 1 said, “well it is
impossible for somebody to co-operate to implicate himself”...As far as they were concerned, I
was not co-operating with them. So the best way for them to find ca-operation in their own
skewed view of things was to send me to the torture chambers.And T am sure they took
instractions directdy from Abuja on how ta | should be tortured, | am sure they were told just
put him theze untl he dies because he is not co-operating, But what co-operation would 1 give
when [ didn't know anything?

Asked to comment on how he was tortured, Gwadabe noted:

Honestly, the expetience is something I would not want to remember or tecount now. In fact,
I don't want to think about it at all because it is the most cruel, animalistic and inhuman
experience you can think of. I have written all abour it down somewhere and I will make it public
someday. But T must tell you that | was taken there on 2 morning and when 1 was hrought back
the following day, all my limbs stopped functoning, by the time they finished with me on their
tack, | was vittally dead. The following morning when 1 was able to speak, I said they shautd
call me a dactor to look at my nerves because they had callapsed..1 thank Almighty God for
assisting me assiduously and for enabling me to walk withaut geting Fatigued until 1 got back the
use of my Limbs.

Despite his refusal to “co-operate” with his torturers, Calonel Gwadabe was found guilty of
trying to averthrow the Abacha regime. He was consequenty ed to death by firing squad. He
survived it because General Obasanjo was among those convicted for the “coup plor”. This aroused
international atrention and the Abacha government became intitnidated and could not execute the
CUflvICES.




Colonel Roland Emokpae
A lawyer, Colonie! Emokpae had just been promoted as the Deputy Provost Magshall Geperal
of at the Headquarters of the Cotps of Military Police when he was acrested as being part of the 1995
coup plot. He stepped on Abachs’s toes while bhandling a number of fraud cases in the Nigerian army
in which General Abacha was involved before seizing power in 1993. The 1995 coup saga provided
Abacha the chance of hitting back at Emokpae and he did this with much cruelty. He was arrested on
February 27, 1995 and thrown into détention.
MNobaody told me anything..For weeks, nobody told me. Later 1 saw Colang] Bello-Fadile, 1 saw
Coloniel Ajayi - we were in different cells, but there was a connecting corridor where we could
stzy and see them across. And I asked them, they said they didn’t know why they were there tou.
Then, 1 kept sezing Segun Oladleinde himself, Olu, the intelligence hoys and it was the same
bizarre thing. “Why am I here?”. They said they didn’t know. Then, it was larer thar somebody
told e, one of the officets or so, that he was told because of the seminar we had in Enugu, s
military law seminar. [ said, “Ah, ah, what about i? Was there anything unusual about the
seminat? So, if that is the thing then I have no problem, because it was a seminar thar was
approved by the arny headquarters, and atiended by the army headquarters staff. Everybody was
there. So, if thete was anything wrong, at least [ could have known because | hosted it by virtue
of the fact that I was the sssistant ditector of lega} services in 82 Division...It was later, much,
much later, 1 think about a week or two weeks, when they brought Gwadabe’s team from
Kaduna, that [ started getting sotng fallours - thac they said theze was a coup plan. And that was
the first ime | ever heard there was any plot. 1 didn’t believe it because as ar that ume, almuse
everybody cliimed they did not know why they were arrested [Tell, Apeil 12, 1999:22].
Narcating how he was tortured, Emokpae noted:
¥ wenr through hell. 1E theve was hell on earth, I saw it.apart from the mitia] mental tortyce, the
agony I had to go through was enormious, because [ was the only officer that was subjected to
various cells transfer. | wes taken o the worst cell and whea I asked question, | was told Abacha
dizected that [ should be kept in the wotst cell. 1o facy, that cell.its dark, chere is not light, it's
infested, it's so narrow that in fact you have to stand both day and night.. That was the figse stage
of the torture. And for two, three nights 1 spenc theve, it wag harrowing. Afrer complaining, they
had to push me out 10 anathet cell. I think T went through about four or five cells in thar
place..we were there for three months, and nobody came to to talk to you so that you can even
ask what was going on...They sent for me; with the usual chaining, atms shackles, whatever and
ook me to the interrogation centre somewhere in Lkoyi, off Bourdiliion. We got in theee and |
met one of the pancls. Omenka was there. One cthet officer, whose name I have forgoteen, and
Zakazi Biu. And they asked me if | knew why I was there, [ said no. They said they were
surprised.. They said okay, what was my movement like in the Last two of three years? . They said,
“Lock, don'c you know why you are here? Don't you know the plan you have to topple the
government? 1 said, “This i3 news 1o me. 1 don’t know of that. 1 have never planned to
overthrow any government fight from the day I was commissioaed”. they were very hostile and
they said okay, since I was not willing to cooperate, [ should go and put down my statemens.
So.at about 6 to 6.15 p.m. a private soldier and said he had instrucion that we should come cue
We got out. He said we should undzess, We took off our shirts and trousers. He said nb, no, we
should be naked completely. So, we took off everything. We wete naked and we were chained,
back to back, and that was how we walked into the apen. We stayed there right from abour that
time cill 7 a.m. We spend the night smnding. Another funny thing was whike they kept us there,
Bello-Fadile was chained alone and kepr close co us. Maybe they wanted to hear if there. had Licen
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anything; maybe we could talk, they’ll pick it up. They sent out some men to monitor what was
going on. And we kept asking Bello-Fadile, “what is going on? Please if you know, let us know
and save us from this humiliation™, He said he did not know So that was our first ordea. The
following moming, when people started coming to wotk, they pushed us in, we wate our dresses;
and we wete sill chained hand to hand, l¢ to leg and kcpt in the open Geld in the scorching sun.
My colleague asked for warer, he was refused water, At about 4 p.m. the second day, we were
now thrown into one dungeon behind, so that nobody would see us. After some time, § heard
nothing. And 2 week oz two later, that was when they came picked me up, took me back to the
same place, this time, me alone, to ask the same question. | said, “Please, I really don’t know
what you people want”. They said well, it would appear [ was not ready to cooperate. They
ciaimed that in my movement, they observed that at a point in time, ] spoke to Bello-Fadile in
his office. { said, “Yes, but | told you, when 1 came, I had this tooth aad eye problem. I went to
Bonny Camp which was where Bello-Fadile was ad director of legal services, and we had just
finished from Enugu, and he is ty coutsemate and Friend, § felt like saying hi to him. And that .
was exactly what ) did. In fact I spent less than rwo minutes with Bello-Fadile”, But they said no,
no, we spent about two, three hours talking. They took me behind a cell and of course had to
hang me. They call it the spider hanging - your hands up, the two legs all suspended, 1 was there
throughout the night. They pulled my shirt off so, I was in my pant only. Look. Name all the
kinds of insects, they preyed on me. 1 told them you are punishing an inrocent man. The
following day, they tack me back to my cell..About three weeks later, the same Zakari Biu
came...With shackles on, I wag blindfolded. The next thing, they pushed me into 2 waiting vehicle
and sped off, driving roughly.l didn't knaw where they were heading eo. But somehow, having
had 2 litde knowledge of Lagos, through the cries in the variovs bus-stops, T was able to kind of
puess where they were taking me ta, They took me o that particulas area and | heard shouts and
cties, like some other people werc heing tartured. “Colonel”, they kept asking me, “tell us what
you have done. Tell us how much Bello-Fadile gave to you, How much was promised you by
some penerals. And 1 said, “Look ' sorry. Nobady ever gave me money™.. They okay, ! am nat
ready to talk. This time, [ was in chains. I had been blindfolded, [ didn’t know what was going
on. Then later, that othee man that was being tortured was now.. I heard a kind of silence, [
believed he has passed out and they dropped him. They said I should come out. In fact, they
themselves just brought me out like 2 bundle of firewood and the next thing, they just threw me
on the ground, folded my legs, folded my hands behind and they ded me like they tie Jogs and
they carried me like that. All 1 knew was 2 pole was insertcd under my annpit and like 2
batbecued chicken, ] was there suspended for hours. In fact, by the time 1 passed out, everything
about me, the limbs, alt were gone, While there, they would strike 4 match and put under my
nose, My eyes, to say something, to confess.So after almost about two hours of totture, T was
finished, and by the time ! regained consciousricss, I could not shout, ! couldn’t even move. They
knew | was passing out. They just removed me, and dumped me like you dump .if you've been
to abartoir, you must have seen how they throw a slaughtered cow...For 10 good days, I was lying
prostrate on the bed. I couldn’t move my knces. Even eating, they had to spoonfeed me.
At the end of Emokpae’s “uial” he was sentenced to death by firing squad, “As soon as he [Pauick
Aziza] said it, | said, “P'm rejecting it in the name of the Lord”. Cpenly, he shouted at me, “Shut up and
sit down”..Befote we knew it, vehicles, tanks and all these things had been brought in, we werte shackled
again and we wete taken back to the black maria. it was on July 14, 1995 that the judgement was passed”.
Colonel Happy Bulus
He was the Adjutant of the Nigeria Defence Academy. He was arrested on 28 February 1995 for
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being prast of the 1995 phantam coup said to have been led by Colonel Gwadabe. Natrating his ordeals,

he noted:
Two officers came and told me that the GOC wanted to sec me. | dressed vp in muft and lefy
with them to the GOC’s guest house. They kept me there for two weeks, after which they put
tne in chains ane evening and flew me ta Lagos in # military helicopter. 1 was then taken to the
interragation centre in Tkoyi, There they gave me papers to write my views of the goverament,
the ecanomy and the country generally. After that, they put me in a cell where I found others
lying on the bare floor in chains.. Then they chained me to the ground.. They asked me what |
studied, I told them Political Science. Then they said I used to borraw canstitutienal books from
the NDA library. That 1 was reading those books in otder to change the country’s constitution.
1 said that was 1ot true, The backs 1 barpowed from the NEIA Library weze not not constitutioal
books, but encyclopeadia, which I was using to get definitions for a Ph.D) thesis, which [ was
writing then.. The chairman of the tribunal, Major General Parcick Aziea said my case was very
pathetic. But he stll went ghead and condemned me to death and said may God have mezey on
my soul. That day, myself, Navy Lt. Akin Olowokere, General Yar'Adua, and Col. Ndubucze
were taken to the condemned men's cell in Kiriki prison and our names were entered inita one
big red book for men condemned to death, However, in September 1995 Brgadier-General
Thrahim Sabo, Colonel Otenka and Colonel Olu of the directorate of military intelligence, DivtE,
came and called me out. Ndubueze and others were frightened, thinking they had called me cut
to be shot. They intensified their prayers. But I found they had only come ta play theiz military
intelligence tricks. They said that the government wants to grant me clemency. That ] would et
presidential pardan if | name some senior military officers in connection with the coup. 1 rwhd
them I did not plans coup with anybody and had no one to name [Tell, Apri 5 1994%:34|

Colone) Emmanucl Ndubueze
He was one of those gruesomely tottured in Abachs’s gulag 25 2 result of the 1995 “coup.

Natmating his expesience, he nored:
‘They came to my house at Rubuka Batracks around 1.00s.m. banging on the door. They cocked
their eifles and said that I was under aerest. they took me to the GOC's guest house in Rayfield,
Jos. I was kept incamgnunicado. They just parsisoned the place with 2 company of soidiess, and
kept me there for about three weeks. Then they came and handcuffed me and others, angd flew
us to Lagos in a military helicopter. In Lagas, they took us to a house..for further interogration
and torture. At night, they would chain us together and match vs into the conrt yard for wrure.
They said 1, from the armoured corp, planned to have a coordinating conference at Enpgu to
coordinate the ouster of General Abacha, and that the conference could not hold bedause [
didn’ come 1o Envgu for the amy officers's conference. 1 did not even know of the confercnee
until [ was nominated to attend. But I couldn’t atend because my GOC did not permir me w
£0. .they started asking very very funny questians. Who were my brothers in the army? Whom
had I spoken 10? When did | see General Ibrshim Babangida last? And who were my friends?...]
didn’t believe they were going to kill me. 1 believed that they wete just joking. All of a sudden,
at the tribunal, Aziza said | was condemned co death and that God should have mercy on my
soul, And § was taken to the condemned men’s cell at Kirikiri prison and my name was entered
into their red book of condemned men... Then they started using the warders to frighten us. They
would say: “This very cell was occupied by Major Gideon Orkar, and after seven days, he was
shor"[Tell, April 5 1999:34-5)

Corporal Joseph Onwe )
He was of the armoured unit at the Nigeria Defence Academy, Kaduna by the time of his arreste
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on March 28, 1995. He was arsested 4t Jaji while attending the Mortar course. He was said to have
commited a “slip of tongue”, after being dronk one evening, to the effact that he could fite a mortar
from Jaji 10 Aso Rock [ie. the official residence of the Nigetian Head of State]. He was consequently
repotted by one of his seniors [a sergeant] who saw this a3 an apportunity to curry the favour of his unit
cormanders in a military insurution deeply earen up by sycophancy and mediocrity. Onwe narrated the
test of his story in the following terms;
While I was in chisy, an ingeligefife personnel came and amrested me, and took me o the officer
in chacge of intclligenéz wha interrogaced me. T told him that it was crue that [ deanik af the
mamumy masket with my friend, bur that 1 conld not remembey saying that I coutd fire my mormt
towards Aso Rock They arrested my friend and frightened him into lying that { said 1 could fire
my mortar towards Aso tack. ..One major said he would be my defence counsel, He told me to
plead guilty, thar he would plad for me and | would be released, [ went and pleaded guilty
befare the wibunal and said | could nor remember if I said what was reported, but if 1 did, it was
a slip of iongue and asked for forgiveness. The wibunal sull sentenced me to two years
imprisonment..] was sent 10 Keffi prison [Tell, April 5 1999:35].
Professor Olufemi Odekunle
Professor Qlefemi Qdukunle 15 one of the few civilisns aerested for the 1997 coup plot. Berween
1994 andd December 20, 1997 when he was arrested, he was the Chairman, Advisory Cammintee to the
Chief of General Seaff {Genesal Oladipo Diya] on Socto-Polideal and Eeonomic Matiess. Before theom
he was a Professar of Criminology and Psychiatry av the Ahmadu Bella University, Zaria, He was the frst
Director of die United Nations Centre for Crime Prevention in Kampals, Uganda. The main reason for
his arrest was that he was one of political advisers of General Diya and mipht have therefore been privy
tor the coup allegedly planned by the former.. He was accused of being tesponsible for helping Diya to
write memoranda. His accusers believed Diya would have rewarded him with the Foreign Affairs
winisterial appointinent had the alleged coup succecded. But Professot had ao infurmation abaut any
coup plot. He was deined between December 20, 1997 and July 15, 1998 even while the teibungl that
tricd the “coup plotters™ had caclier set bim frew. He saw how 2 few members of the “97 ser” were
tortured. Using himself as a case study, he discussed some of these with Dele Omotunde and Dace
Baharinsa {the Deputy Editor-in-Chicf and Executive Edivor of Tell, tespectively].
Already, I had applied for leave o lasy from Monday, December 22 diil January 5. I had barrowed
1 pick-up van from a (tiend to carry yams, nice and other items to my hometown for the
Christmas celebration. [t was expected 1o be a gpecial one for me and my family becauge barely
a week before the proposed commencement of my leave, we [the CGS entourage| had just
escaped what looked like an assassination attempr through a bomb blast at the {Abuja] airpor.
My family was looking forward to having a thanksgiving dinner for friends and well-wishers on
December 25. Thus everybody was packed and ready to leave Abuja for lesa the following day.
At about 3.30 a.m., | was feeling tired and decided to have a nap and wake up ac 6.30 a.m. ot
thereabouts...it couldn’t have been more than forty minutes after 1 decided to sleep when my wife
tapped me and shouted, *Femi, Femi, Femi, what's the aoise abowt™? So | got up and looked
theough the window and saw people with guns. They were not in army uniforms, rather they
wete in jeans and T-Shirts and fez caps with machine guns..] just heard this heavy bang on the
door and the corking of guns with the wacning: “1f 1 count three and you don't open, Ill
shoot!™...The next thing { heard was aurd [ was slipped with the side of the machine gun. | was
almost unconscious. I started asking: Why? Why? Why are you heating me*.1 had a cut on my
lips and another on my head. I was bleeding like a punch-drunk baxer. Qn my way downstairs,
1 saw somebady in handeuffs who latet turned out to be the ADC to General Diya [Major

13



Keshinto]..he oo was picked in a similay circurnstance. They kicked me, slapped me, shoved and
pushed me like a criminal, T suddenly regressed into childhaod because 1 had never received that
kind of beating in my Life hefore..] was literally thrown down the staitcase in front of my
children..My childzen saw their father being bartered and there whs nothing they could do. It was
so uncivilised [Tell, August 31, 1998:13),
Professor Odekunle was later driven away by the security men and taken “Aso Rock” where Geaeral
Abacha lived, It was at these place that people arrested from different locations in Abuja wete aken -
usually in bad shapes. Marating the situation at the State House, he noted furthen:
~the whole place was like bedlam. I saw sbout 40 to 50 of these people dressed in jeans, canvass
shoes, blue or black T-ghirts, fez caps, windbreakers and some of them wearing masks [hoody)].
later | gathered that these were the people called the Steike Force...I saw Major [Hamza El-|
Mustapha also.."Yes, you stpid Yotuba man. So where is Diya now? Where ts Olanvewaju now?
Where is Adisa naw?™. .1 didn't really know what was happening. At tirnes he would ask again,
“Yau stupid professot, yes we have seen yout speech, that draft speech you wrote..And you wine
to be Foreign [Affairs) Miniscer.,
" As the Profestor of Criminology was being interrogated and insulted he was at the same dme beng
beaten by Mustapha's aide. At a point, Mustapha was said to have ordered the beating to stop for a
“softer punishment”.
Na, step beatng him. We are supposed (o be disciplined people’. Then he fumed w me, “Go
and kneel down there”.. Alter some time ane stmal! boys came to challonge me that he saw me
one day talking to 2 white man at Sheraton Hotel, Abujs, and demanded what § was telling the
man. Before I could answer, he was already all aver me saying, “you wete passing infotmation,
you were making arrangement fot the coup...Suddenly Mustapha otdered same of the boys to
pour ice cold war water on me, and this was around 5.30 a.m. during the harmartan. So they
started pouring ice water on my body, And naw, this may shock you, the son of Geacrs! Abacha,
Mahkammed, was the one to apply electric torture prad on tne. | have about six witaesses to bunr
me out on this. He would place the electric prod on my wet body - you nced to cxperience it to
knaw what | am talking sbout.[ could not uaderstand why 1 wae so specially witured by
Mustapha, Mohammed and their boys, Mustapha's awn was more psychological than physical.
Narrating how he was taken to the derention camp and the hell he went thtough, Professor Odekunle
noted arnong many other things:
Then they taok me from Aso Rock to Gado Nasko [Bartacks] puardroom. The people who took
me there were very abusive while en raute thete, They gaid, “Let's shoot his leg”, “Let's gorge
his eyes”, - all sorts of chings.. At Gado Nasko..you were not allowed to go to the toilet until they
were ready which was twige a day, st most. The daily eoutine is ltke this - in the motning acound
7 a.m. or 8 a.m., they would open one room at a time and tell you to o to the toilet. The other
tooms remain locked while all of you in the epened room ate marched to the toilet though you
were not supposed to look to your left whete the othet detainces were so that you wouldn't know
who was there. When you get to the toiler, there is a guard waiting and watching you while you're
doing “No 1" and “No2". 1 hope you understand that - No 1 is urinating while Na 2 is shirting
[defecating]. Sometimes, as you are about to embark on either No 1 or No 2, the man would
shout, “Time upl” and that's it. You've lost your chance. It is not a question of going there to
spend 3 to 10 minutes, For the first two weeks, we did not brush our mouths; and the for the
first one and helf weeks, no bath, When it was exactly one and a half weeks we were taken out
to have our bath. I quickly removed my clothes, no shyness or any inhibition of any sort, a2nd
took the opportunity to wash my aleady diety clothes because we were sleeping on bare cement
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floor. While | wag having my bath, I could remember Major Ishaiaku saying, “Oh, Prof. 1 didn’t

know you aze light skinaed, | thought you're black”, That's 10 show you how dirty 1 seally

losked.
Professor Odekunle was tater taken o Jos from where his tial for coup ploving seated. The joumcy to
Jos tock 12 hours duding which none of the accused persons wete allowed to eat any food ot ease
thernselves in any form. They were mansporsted in a “Black Matia™ used for carrying hardened criminals.
Inside the vehicle, Professars and his colleagucs were tied to one snother in chaims and then the vehicke
was locked off frot ourside. Tatking about the accommeodation given to him at jos, he nated:

"I'he room wheze | was put had evidence of fresh cement, They had dug hole in the ground and

implanted irun hook into a concrete base. | was chained to the hook despite the fact chat it was

a sulitacy cull - meaning that I had to stay and slecp on the sane spot. We weee aot giver the

luxury of moving up and down - meaning that we were not only detained in onc room but on

one spot. Thus, Gada Nasko [cellj looked to me like NICON-NOGA Hilton Hotel when
compared with this creation of man’s ingenious cruelty. In my own case, I'd say 1 had a mw deal.

My Jeg-iron was removed and instend, | was handeufled to the iron hook. You can imapine the

sorty pictute of e ted down like ..cam awaiting to be slavghtered, as it were.. The way 1 was tied

down was yuite painful. Throughaut the night, 1 was moaning and sort of licerally crying for
help. Thete were eighe people guarding us at each given time and they belong to the Presidential

Strike lorce {2, the Militaty Police, 585, Mobile Police, Ints |Army Ineellipence Officecs], DM!

and the Prison.

When the wal statted, Professor Odekunle was faund o be innocent. He kacw next to nothing
about the military coup for which he was amested along with his boss. He was thetcfore declared a feee
man having poing through all the hasrowing experience he naerated above. He was however not celeased.
He was taken to the pnison and detained there untl July 1998 when General Abudusalam Abubakar
ordered his relvased with some other political priscners following the death of Abacha in June of the
same year. Al other members of the “97 se¢’ wene theough the same ugly experience in the hands of the
notoriows Abachia boys. Like membets of the “25 set” and other political detainecs, Professor Odekunle
mentiuned the names of Major Mustapha and othets 48 those responsible for the corwte of political
derainees.

The Confession of Abacha Boys

When General Abubakar took over the mantle of leadership in the country, Nigerians called on
him from different pates of the countty w bdng to book all military officers that helped General Abacha
10 perpetrate ail the evils meationed sbove. Most prominent of these Abacha boys™ were Major Hamza
Al-Mustapha, the Chief Security Officer [CSO] to the former Head of State; Brigadier lumhim Sabo, the
Ditector of Military Entelligence [DMi}; Colonet Feank Omenkz, former head of the security group at
DMI; Cobone] Kolawole fohn Olu, whe was Omenka’s predecessor at the DMI wha later became the
General Staff Officer at the Defence Intellipence Agency [I3LA], Majot Adamu Argungu wha worked
with Major Mustapha st Aso Rock jthe State House] and Lt. Col. Muktazi of the Elite Bripade of Guards.
General Abubakar was disposed wowards a total war with the boys. He redeployed some of them and
tedeployed the rernaining - away fram Asa Rock.

The way all these “Abacha boys” were tedeployed [and in fact retired ag we saw in the case of
Bng. Sabo and Omenka] in the wake of Abacha's death annoyed them. They saw those who were our
2gainst them, afier the death of Abacha, a3 constiruting nothing but a bunch of hypoctires, They wece
sll part of the Abacha’s kitchen cabinet. They knew why and how each petson that was killed had to be
Killed and how those who were tortured by them were torted, The Abacha boys therefore met from
ame to tme after their deplayment co otganise against the Abubakar regime. They printed and cizculated
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several subversive documents in which they detailed out the roles played by “everybody” in the army in
the gross human rights abuses that characterised the Ahacha years. General Bamaiyi was singled out as
the person responsible for planning the two phantem coups as a result of which several people wete
tortuted and sent 1o jail. This explains why they wete tounded up, detained by the Abubakar regime in
Octaber 1998 and detained at Gado Nasko Barracks.

Mustapha and his boys were chatged with gun running, illegal possessian of ammunition,
subversion, inciting officers and possession of explosive documents capable of rubbishing cereain senior
members of the Abubakar regime. They were later arraigned before a Special lnvestigation Panel [ST1]
headed by Army’s Provost Marshal, Brigadier Yosuff Abubakar. Those brought before the SIP include
several members of the dreaded Serike Force and some personal puards of Genera] Abacha - both undes
the cantrol of Major Mustapha. When the trial started, the accused persons denied the sofi] charges
againse them. This made the military junta who knew a lot about their activities to face them with the
charges they could not easily deny: state terrorism and murder [Tijani 1998:16). The charges were pressed
=0 hard on all of them that they started to tell stories - which Nigedans would like to hear but which were
already known 10 their interrogators: that they killed some prominent Migerians on the erder of Abacha.
While defending himself Mustapha was quoted as having said “Abacha gave us licence to kill” |1bid.|.

The mest prominent among those that the Abacha boys confessed to have murdered included
a Aifred Relwane |79 years oid], who was accused of having been fnancing the National Democatic
Coalition [NADECQ] which was fotmed in May 1994 to fight for the revalidation of the June 12, 1993
presidential election won by M.K.O. Abiola. The others that were killed by the Abacha boys included
Alhaji Kudirat Abioila, the wife of Chief MK.O. Abioka. The Police bad eatlier claimed that these
people and several others were killed by armed robbers. The “Abacha boys™ confessed to be the ones
used by Abacha to masterminded the frame-up charges that led to the imprisonment of Generals
Obasanjo, Yar’ Adua, Dt. Beko Kuti. Col. Lawan Gwadabe in 1993, They also confessed to have framed
up Diya tn 1997, They claimed responsibility for the bomb attacks an same Nigedan citics. The Police
had earlier exploined this as the handiwork of NADECO and some membezs of the international
community. One of those intetropated, Alhgji Gwazo - the secunity adviser to General Abacha -
confessed 10 have used the excuse of “national security to loot Nigeria of several millions of US Dollars.
Some of the loots were tecovered from him. The confessions were tepotted in various editicns of Teil
and The News Magazines between December 1998 and January 1999 [see the bibliographyj. Nigerians
have been commenting freely about the confessions since then. That the Directorate of Military
Information had nor refuted the tlaims of these magazines as they nsed to do when any news media
teported anything that was untrue shows that what these papers teported is true. The other point is that
many Nigerans are themselves well familiar with most of what these papers were just reported. Nigerians
knew how most of those that were killed by the Abacha regime died and who were responsible for their
death. The anly thing is that they lacked the courage to publicly state this until the new media started
coming up with the storics,

“Truth”-Without-Justice-and-Reconciliation

Cohen [1998:491] in an essay on “Human rights and crimes of the state” asked a question that
is permane to the focus of this paper: “what happens to state criminals such as rorwrers afier
democratization or a change in regime? The ways the “radicals” and the “conservatives” would answer
the question cannot be the same. While the radicals would call for punishment and retributive justice,
the conservatives would be busy asking that “bygones should be bygones”. This paiats the picture of the
present sitsation of things in Nigeria. While the human rights groups and pro-democracy movements
in Nigeria ate calling for the likes of Mustapha to be punished through a propetly constiruted court of
law for their ¢rimes against humanity, those who benefitted from the atrocities of the past years are
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saying “let bygane be bygone*. This should be less surprising for us. As Hetman (1997:] rold us in an¢
of his works:

All the perpetrator asks is thet the bysander do nothing: He appeals to the universal desire to

see, hear, and speak no evil. The victim, on the contrary, asks the bystander to share the burden

of pain. The victim demands action, engagement, and remembering...In order vo escape
sccountability for his crimes, the pespetrator does everything in his powet to promote fosgerting,

Secrecy and silence are the perpetrator’s first line of defence. If secrecy fails, the perpetrator

attacks the credibility of his victim, 1f he cannot silence her absolutely, he tits to make sure that

no vae listens. Lo this end, he marshals an impressive amy of atguments, from the most blazant
denial to the most sophisticated and elegant cationalization. After every atracity one can expect
to hear the same predicble apologies: it never happened; the victim lies; the victim exagperates;
the victim broughe it upon herself; and in any case it is ime to forget the past and move an. The
maore powerful the perperrator, the greater is his pretogatve to name and define reality, and the

more completely his arguments prevail [Heeman 1997:7-8),

To facilitate reconciliation in Nigeria, the tuth musr be told and justice must be done, Why the
truth? What is the relationship between truth, justice and reconciliation? A number of people have tried
to answer the first question, Bronkhorst {1995:9] noted for example tha there is the need for cruth in a
sacicty coming out of violent conllict : “because a state must bring 1o light and account for past acdons
cither of the present government or, more often, of a past regime”, In answering the question why
reconcilintion he noted “because any society emerging from sepression has 10 secover from irs past, and
come to terms with 2 substantial legacy of conflict and confusion”, Human Rights Watch also observed
that:

If any country js 10 come to terms with ifs past and successfully ruen its attention to the future,

i is esseatial that the tuth of the past be officihally established. It is impossible w0 expect

“reconciliation” if pact of the population cefuses to accept tha anything was ever wrong, and dhe

other part has never received any acknowledgemenit of the suffering it has undergone ot of the

ultimate sesponsibilicy for that suffering (A frica Watch 1992:2].

Speaking against the background of the experiences in Northern ireland, Smyth (1998:3] also tricd v
offer an explanaton as 1© why the truth must be told by a naton pussuing the objectives of true
reconciliation:

For some peaple who have lost family members, there ate strong feelings of injustice in cases

where there are unresolved issues, missing bodies, unanswered questions, resolution or healing

is often impossible in the absence of knowing more about the circumstances of what happensd
ta their loved ones.

Justice is genenally believed to be a servant of truth and this probably explaing why the
patlizmentary bill serting up dhe Truth and Recanciliation Commission in South Africs, adopted in July
1995, states that in principle amnesty will be granted co anyone who is completely open his of her past
actions. As Bronkhorst [1995:10] noted:

In other countries justice, or the surrender of the right to justice, is scen as an essential aspeet of

reconciliation. These countries avoid prosecuting pecpeteators, partculazly members of the aomed

forces, on the gtounds that this would cndenyer the pracess of peace aad reconciliation. There
is yet another group of states - a minority, it should be said - in which some perpetrators have
been brought to tial; however, this has neatly always followed by some form of amnesty, and
the cefease of those imprisoned for theit crimes - again with the recancilistion PEOCESS given as
justification”.

Before an oppressed group can agree to surtender their “tight to justce”, they must have been told the
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truth which suggests that the perpetrators have regtetted theit action and arc most likely to ga back to .
their criminal actions - at least agrinst other innocent people. The Cheistian Bible ties forgiveness by God
ta true repentance. The Bible therefote says “1f thou can confess and forsake your sins you will find
forgiveness”. There seems to be no true repentance in Nigeria. It all seems to be business as asual. This
explains why the drum of war are beaten in all parts of the country.

But what is the international standard for dealing with the Nigerien kind of situation? We cite
once more from Arciles 7 - 11 of The Deckmration on the Protection of A1l Persons Being Subjected 1o Tortwre and
other Cred, Inbuman or Degrading Treatsoeat or Punisbomert adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Mations on 9 December 1975 [resolution 3452 [XXX):

Acticle 7

Each state shall ensure that all acts of torture as defined in article 1 fin which fortne was dyfined] ate

offences under its criminal law. The same shall apply in regard to acts which constitute

patticipation in, complicity in, incitement to or an attempr to commit torruee |italics mine].

Articte 8

Any person who allepes that he has been subjected ta torrure or other crucl, inhuman or

deprading treatment ot punishinent by ot at the insdpation of a public official shall have the right

to complain to, and to have his case impartially examined by, the competent autharitics of the

State concerned.

Atticle 9 .

Wherever thece is reasonable ground to believe that an act of torture as defined in article 1 has

been commiteed, the comperent suthorities of the State cuncerned shall promptly proceed to an

impetds} invesdgation cven if there hzs been o formal complaint,

Article 10

if an investigation under article 8 or article 7 establisbics that an act of tartuze as defined in acticle

1 apeacs ta have been committed, criminal proceedings shall be instututed againgt the alleged

offender ot offenders in accordance with national law. IF an allegation of other forms of cruel,

inhuman or degrading treatment ot punishment is considered to be well founded, the alleged
offender or offenders shall be subject to criminal disciplinaty or other approptiate proceedings.

Ardcle 11

Whete it is proved that an act of torture ot othet cruel, inhurman or degrading treatment ot

punishment has been committed by ot at the mstigation of a public official, the victim shall be

afforded redress and cotnpensation in accordance with national law.

Under the Constitution of Migeria 1979, the following rights are protected [a] right to fife {section
39; [2} npht to dignity ta the human peryon (s.M]; nght to personal liberty [s.32] etc. Torre is thercfore
2 criminal offence punishable under the Nigerian Constiution. Both the perpetrators and victims of state
crirries in Nigeria have come out to say what they know about the evils of the Abacha years. The truth
have simply be established. But it could #tll be further established by bringing the perpetrators and
victims together to face each other.

The truth on the state crimes committed during the Abacha regime is well known to Nigerians
though not in its entirety, There is a bot that iz being hidden. It will take mzny years for the open wounds
inflicted on some Nigevians to be healed. Bygones cannos be bygone ag the perpetrators of these srate
crimes and theit colfaborators thought and sdll think. As a way of promoting reconciliation in the
countty, it is necessary to probe the ugly past in the history of the country. The truth must be follawed
up with justice and then reconciliation can logically follow.

When General Abdulsalam Abubakar succeeded General Abacha in June 1998, he could sce very
clearly that it was impassible for the country to move forward without same justice being done as a way
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of reconciling the conflicting secrional interests in Nigeria. He stagted his adminisuation by helding
consultations with the various human fights and pro-democracy movements in the country. He was
advised by the human rights and pro-democracy groups in the counuy 1o call a sovereign national
canference 1o determine the future direcrion of Nigena. He eejected this option. He howcever released
the political detainces in different parts of the country, This acrally doused the tensed political
armosphere in the south-western part of Nigeria which had been worst hit by the authoritarian
apparatuses of the Abacha regime, A major mistake made by General Abuhakar was his refusal to celense
Chicf ML.K.O. Abiola, the acclaimed winner of the June 12 1993 election who had been in dercation since
1994, Chicf Abiola latet died in detention. The political rension in the country ance again became
charged and now seem to be simmering following the recent presidential election which will hopefully
usher in democeatic governance in the country come May 29, 1999. The two political parties in the
counury - i.e. AD/APPP alliance and the PDP - decided to field Yaruba candidates as their presidential
candidate as a way of healing the wounds of the annulled June 12, 1993 eleetion. Gene. Olusegun
Ohbasanjo who won the presidential election is an Egha like Chicf M.K.Q. Abiola wha dicd defending
his June 12 mandate. The wounds are gtadually healing but what we have in the country naw is a grave
yard peace. Anything could sull happen. Many Nigerian groups ate still calling far “pruth™ and “justice”
on issues telated to the past buman righta abuses in the counicy between 1993 and 1998. Thers: is more
to the problem than mere election of a Yoruba person as Nigerian president. People from different parts
of Nigetia were victims of the Ahacha human rights violations.

Following from the confession of the Abacha boys and the refusal of General Abubakar to try
them in a court of Jaw for their past atrocities, a number of are necessary. Ong would like to ask: What
need for confession and what next after it? De we just allow the confessionists who “have wold the truth”
1o just go home or face the laws of the land? This is a question that Nigerians have been asking since
Gwazo [who confessed to all kinds of terrorist acts and from whom several millions of Dollars have been |
recovered] was relensed by the Abubakar adminjstration. Why did the govetnment refused to try such
a person publicly? Why did the government also refused to try Major Al-Mustapha and all other *Abacha
boys” publicly 1o ¢nable Nigerians say whar they know abou the evils perpetsated by these people. Why
did the administration failed 10 make public the confessions of these “Abacha boys" as was done to
General Diya during the December 1997 coup saga. Why did the administration fail 1o declare the
amount recovered from the Abacha family unti) Marech 1999 when they discovered that it was no longer
possible to keep sealed lips on the matter, Why has Mrs. Abacha and his sons not becn prosccuted for
the vanious offences they commirted againer the Nigerian state during their administration of General
Abacha? All these guestions show Nigerian Jeaders aee seill Jacking the couzage of letting the euth, in its
entirety, to be told. Yer they daily call for reconciliation. Can thete be reconciliation withvue truth and
justice?

‘The Way Porward

In an interesting papers published in Social 1denities, Lichenberg and Zegeye [1998) identified
five alernative approaches for getting at the truth and promoting justice and reconciliation in different
patts of the world. The farst 35 10 “Jorgive and forger” [or lening “bygones be bygones”) afice the
terrodsed socicty has succyeded in estallishing a democracy. “[his option was adopted by Spain, Namibia
and Zambia. ‘The second option is to allow or eequest the international community fmost especially a UN
tribunal § 1o investigate the problems in the country as we witnessed in Rwanda between 1997 and 1998,
The third option is that of sctting up a Truth and Reconciliation Commission by a democraic
govemment [as manifested in South Africa] or some sectors of the civl saciety. A society could also deal
with the ugly aspects of its past history by establishing specific commissions of inquiry into some cases
of human rights abuses. This option is widely used in Africa. The last and ot the least option is ¢ wse
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mixed approaches of “court cases, interment of human rights violators, re-integration into the sociery
of such human rights violarors/ line through the past’]..publicatdon of pasy abuses, media debates.” cte

Which of these options is best for Nigeria? The option of “forgiving and forgetting” has been
used several times in Nigeria, It panly explains why the Nigerian military feels it can do anything and get
away with it. Since 1966 when the first military coup was arganised, the Nigurian military have committed
different kinds of atrocities against the Nigerian people. They looted the nation’s weasury, killed innocent
citizens and worst of all annulled the June 12 1993 election and thus creating the foundation of the
present political crisis in Nigeria. The option of “forgiving and forgetting” as practised in Spain involves
socio-political and economic reconstruction rather than an acknowledgement of past wrongs and
engagement in restitution. The paradox howevet is that it is naturally difficult for one to forgive a person
who refused to acknowledge the wrong he has done. In the peculiar Nigerian situation, the pasture of
the oppressors of the society is that of “you can do your worst™, How also can one furger 4 pasr injustice
that left a deep scar in its wake? As long as the scar is scen and a3 long as the perpettator keeps
presenting himself as being beyond the law of his society, the victim of his injustice will continue to feel

agprieved.
' The idea of requesting the international community to help deal with the present Nigetian
sitvation is to attempt to kill an ant with a sledge hammer. The Nigetian situation can be dealt wich
internally if those tesponsible for doing something about them are really serious. The problems are of
the dimension that covid attract international intervention, What the Nigetian situation requiees is the
political will and the determination to allow rule of law to prevail in the country, Option two is thetefore
irrclevant to the present sitvation in the country. The fourth option has also been tried without snuch
suceess in Nigeria and can therefore not be recommended, There had been several judicial pancls of
inguiry into cages of corruption, political mismanagement and 3o on Nigeria. None of these panels at
effecting any positive political changes in the country. The reports of the pancls are cither not published
oz even when made available to members of the public, theit recommendations are not implemeneed.

We are therefore left with aptions three and five. That is dealing with the past problems in
Nigeria using TRC and/or mixed approaches. Each of the ewo options will help the Nigerian situation,
The mixed approaches fminus the idea of having 4 TRC] arc already been used in Nigeda. Several of the
human sights viclators in the country are being mken to court by human righrs and pro-democracy
groups. The problem is that Nigerian coutts hardly do anything to these human rights abusers, Most of
the cases coded aguinst the plaintiffs. The Migerian media has also ben doing good job at publishing
different kinds of abuzes. Some of these media reports discredit the perperators and hamper them from
commirting further abuses.

In addition to the above, 1 recommend very swongly that Nigerian should stact with the
establishment of its own TRC. As Liebeaberg and Zegeye [1998) have noted, TRCs have become
increasingly popular as emerging democracies confront their past. 'TRCs move a society towatds »
“never again™ principle and could help to consolidate 2 nation’s democtacy. Membets of the public
should be proteceed under che law to testify hefore the commission about what they kaow about the
human rights abuses, political and financial corruptions in the cauntry. The proceedings of the
Commission should give rooms Far mercy, forgiveness and justice. A time limit should be given when
both the perpetrators and victims will be expected to tell their stoties. Afver this petiod, the perpetrators
who are known to have committed some offences which he is trying to covet up should be arrested and
publicly tried according to the existing Migerian laws.

The alternative to 2 TRC is to convene 2 sovereign national conference of all incerest groups in
Nigeria. During the conference all the ethnic pationalities, religious and interest groups in Nigeria will
meet to formally discuss all governance problems in Nigetia and agree on how to farge 2 more united
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Miguria. The debates at the conference will provid the basis for reconciling the conBictng interests in
the country. The issucs to be discussed at such a confercace should includ: the Fellowing;

1. How ro make Nigeria a truly consurational state

2. How to de-cthaicise and “reprofessionalise” the Nigerian armed forces to fit the needs of a democrase
constitution. how to subject the mlitary to civilian suthoriy;

3. How to share power among the diffetent ethnie nationalities in the country;

+ How 10 deal with cases of past human rights abuses and identification of concrete steps to be taken
towards preventing a repetition of the ugly experiences of the past;

5. How ro compunsate the victims of past hutan rights abuses in Nigeria;

6. How to recover the money stolen by all past Nigerian leaders and make accountability and
transparency to be a warch word of the Nigerian democratic process.

The aew Nigerian president, Genera) Olusegun Obasanja has actually been ralking about the
need for recuncilistion since his cecdon. As he noted “My firse duty and priority is te recongile the
peemle of this country and heal cheir wounds. 1 have ne doube in my mind that every one in our
cthnieally diverse socicry hay suffercd in many ways from the wnacceprable and undemoceatic manace
in which we bave been govemed for so long [Newswatch, March 15 1999:20]. How he is going to achicve
this oljeetive is still difficult 1o say becawse most of the perpeteators of seate crimes in Nigeda - namely
the miliary generals sad their collaborators - are in the PO These ate she same persons char braught
(dbasanjer to puwer as a way of shielding the military from future probus. Even if Obasanjo sets up a
"IRC, s mandate might haedly po beyend thar of dealing with issues pertaining to the 1995 pabatom
cuup in which he was implicated. ¥ he gous beyend that he wouhl dragging some of his colleagues, like
General Ibrahim Babangida, intw trouble, Considering his past activites and utierances, Obasanjo might
nut be intwrested in how any NADECO member, Alhaja Kudisat Abivla, Chief M.K.Q). Abiola and
others were killed. He might not be interested in how the human sights activists and pro-democtacy
activists in the country were subjecied 1o police and military brutality. General Obasanjo could be
anything xo the internatunal community; he is not knewn 1w be a democrat in Nigerda,
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