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C O N C R E T E  F L O O R S
USE THE BEST REINFORCEMENT AND SUPPORT LOCAL INDUSTRY

Tensile Strength of the 

Fabric Guaranteed. Continuity 

of Reinforcement 

Enhances its Value and 

Cheapens Cost of Laying.

OVER O N E -A N D -H A L F  MILLIONS SQUARE FEET
HAVE BEEN USED IN CONCRETE FLOORS, W ALLS, &c.,
:: IN TRAN SVAAL. NATAL AND CAPE ::

M A N U F A C T U R E D  IN S O U T H  A F R IC A
SOLE AGENT

H E R B E R T  A IN S W O R T H
P.O. Box 1553 . Telephone No. 3 56 .

CORNER HOUSE 
JOHANNESBUR

Telegrams : “  AIN SCO .

Q
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Structural Steelwork

Internal View New Wagon Shops, S.A.R., Maritzburg. Total weight of structural steelwork nearly 1,000 tons. Supplied and erected by us complete.

STEEL FRAME BUILDINGS, HEADGEARS, TANKS, BRIDGES, STEEL 
ROOFS, FACTORIES, etc., etc., MACFARLANE’S CASTINGS, WITHERS’ 

--------- SAFES, etc., COLLAPSABLE G A T E S .--- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

------------  D esigns and E stim ates upon a p p lic a tio n .- - - - - - - - - - - - -

Gilbert Hamer & Co.
LIMITED. ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ — Incorporated in Natal.

NATIONAL STEEL & IRON W ORKS
P.0. Bo* 301. DURBAN. ?Sjsr*GM«L-
AND AT

425, CONSOLIDATED BUILDING, JOHANNESBURG.
P.O. Box 1663. Telephone 2 3 8 6 . Telegrams: “ Steelwork.”
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ESTABLISH ED 1880 . ESTABLISH ED  1880 .

J .  R . M e K I L L O P
T I L E S , M O S A IC , M A R B L E  a n d

T E R R A C O T T A M E R C H A N T S .

JOHANNESBURG :
17, Rand Provident Buildings, Fox Street.

Telegraphic Address: “ K L IN K E R . 
Telephone No. 2767.

P.O. Box 2090.

CAPE T O W N :
77, 79 & 81, Hout Street.
Telegraphic Address : “  K L 1 N K E R .” 

Telephone No. 409.
P.O. Box 1219.

ROOF AND PAVING
MANUFACTURERS OF

TILES, IRRIGATION PIPES AND AG RI-
CULTURAL TILES, FLOW ER POTS AND GARDEN EDGING.

Tile W orks and Potteries : HEIDELBERG, C.C.

T he  L A R G E S T  S T O C K  of  D E C O R A T I V E  M A R B L E S ,  S U I T A B L E  f o r  C O L U M N S ,  P I L A S T E R S ,  

W A L L  D A D O E S ,  F L O O R S ,  S H O P  F R O N T S ,  C O U N T E R  T O P S ,  S T E P S  A N D  R I S E R S .

PABCO S/S ROOFING

The Tea Room , H iunewood Beach, Port Elizabeth

W A T E R P R O O F  : C O O L  : A T T R A C T IV E  : P O R T A B L E  : F IR E  R E SIST IN G
Light Green, White or Terra Cotta. Easily Laid.

PABCO S/S ROOFING is the well-known and thoroughly tested Malthoid Roofing to
which is applied a special surface of Asbestos.

African Agents: HIRSCH, LOUBSER & CO., Ld., Johannesburg; WM. COTTS & CO., Durban; MOSENTHAL & CO., 
London and Port Elizabeth ; MITCHELL, COTTS & CO., Capetown ; and ANGLO AFRICAN CO., Rhodesia.
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Tel. Address: “  PO YN TO N  ”
Telephone 65

Box 247

POYNTON BROS.
U m lta s ’ ironmongers

RANGES. BATHS.
SANITARY FITTINGS. 
INTERIORS AND TILES. 
Steel Sashes and Frames. 
T IMBER AN D IRON.

171, Church St. (opp. G.P.O.),

P R E T O R I A

FOR THE MANSION OR THE OUTBUILDING.

“ G L A D I A T O R ”
FIREPROOF

BUILDING SHEETS
For Ceiling's, Walls, Partitions, Bungalows and 
Buildings—Permanent or Portable. Sheds, Flat 
Roofs, etc,, etc.

f Classic effect when Painted or Filleted.
Great Strength.

?  jg g ^ - Light W eight.
* Low Cost.' Equable temperature assured.

“ GLADIATORSHEETS are damp, sound and vermin 
proof. Lie quite flat. Will not warp or crack. 
Are easily sawn, nailed, painted or papered.
Stocked from 40 ins. square to 12 tt. x 4 ft., in 
three colours : grey (standard) blue and red.

20,Commercial UNITED ASBESTOS 29,Strand St.,Road, AGENCY, LIMITED CAPEDURBAN GROUND FLOOR, CENTRAL HOUSE, TOWN.
SIMMONDS STREET,

P.O. Box 139. JOHANNESBURG. P.O. Box 1451
’Phone 445. P.O. Box 2642. 'Phone 315. ’Phone 722.

WEIGHTMAN & AMERY,
FLINT LINERS for TUBE MILLS.

W e imke P O L ISH E D  G R A N IT E  CO LU M N S, 
M E M O R IA LS, &c., from our own Transvaal Granite 
Quarries : : G R EY , R ED  or D A R K  BLUE.
Designs and Estimates Free. Your own Designs made to order. 

First-Class Workmanship Guaranteed.

P.O. Box ’ Phone Telegraphic Address :
2027. 529. “ C A P S T O N E . ”

P.O. Box 63. Telegrams: “ Pedler.” Telephone 383.

Pedler &  Clapham ,
Builders’ and Commercial Brokers,

12, BUREAU LANE, PRETORIA.
L y sa g h t’ s Iron,

Allen W ack & Co., Tim ber M erchants, Delagoa Bay. 

TIMBER, H A R D W A R E , PAINT, OIL, GLASS, IRON, etc.
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I REID & KNUCKEY
C O N T R A C T I N G  ENGINEERS,  
--------------BU I LDERS.--------------

Office and Works :—
CORNER OF VOORHOUT & ANDRIES STREETS,

------  TROYEVILLE. ------
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Steel Ceilings and 
A rt M etal W orks
The use o f Clievers' Art Metal for Ceilings and Walls does away with 
the risk o f dampness or cracking incidental to  the use o f p lis te ro r  
wood ; takes a low rate o f insurance, because fire -proof; inexpensive to 
buy; easily f ix e d ; improves the acoustic properties o f room s and h a lls ; 
offers possibilities in pattern com binations and decorative treatment 
unattained by any other m at; rial. C a t a l o g u e s  F r e e  !

JESSE C. CHEVERS
MANUFACTURER :: :: :: CAPE TOW N
53, LOOP STREET P.O. BOX 529

THE BRICK AND POTTERIES
COMPANY. LIMITED. ---------------------------------

Manufacturers of
All kinds ot Moulded and Machine- 
made Bricks, Pressed Facing Bricks,

1 Stable and G utter T iles, etc. F ire 
B ricks and Furnace Requisites.

W orks : HERONM ERE D A M , RACE COURSE R O AD , 
P.O. Box 155. Telephone 776.

J O H A N N E S B U R G .
Town Office : TRUST BUILDINGS. Telephone 35.

P.O. Box 236, Jeppes. Telephone 1383.

E. L. W hitehorn
Registered Sanitary Plumber
City of London Guilds. Transvaal University College. 

Licensed by the Municipality.

240, MAIN STREET, JEPPESTOWN.
SPECIAL ATTEN TIO N  TO  JOBBING W O R K .

Good Work at Reasonable Charges. Baths, Tanks, Dust Bins.
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John Wright & Sons
---------- ARCHITECTURAL MODELLERS.----------

Manufacturers of Granolithic Slab Paving', Granolithic 
Steps and Stairs, Polished Concrete Columns, Caps 
and Bases, Coping-, Window Sills and Heads, Granite 
Cement Slabs for Worn Steps. All kinds of Architects' 
Designs executed.

®

I
Factories : ZUURFONTEIN, T R A N S V A A L .  

SOUTH COAST JUNCTION, NATAL

—  ® [ = ]

I
®

A r t  M e ta l  W o r k

Standards, Hall Lamps, Electroliers, 
Brackets, Pendants, Radiators, 
Switch Plates, Finger Plates, Metal 
Signs, etc., of Antique or Modern 
Design, in Copper, Brass or Iron.

&  CRONE,
90, MAIN ST. (Cor. Eloff St.), Johannesburg. Box 4292.

ESHEN

LYSAGHT'S
GALVANIZED CORRUGATED IRON

Used by the South African Railways. 
LASTS A  LIFE-TIME

BAERECKE & KLEUDGEN, Durban Agents,
P . O. Box 849 Telephone 946

To Engineers, Architects 
and Builders-----

H. TIMONEY, L td ,
Carriage and Wagon Builders, 
Farriers and General Smiths, 
Motor Painting & Trimming, 
GATES, GRILLS, FENCES 

and all classes of 
BUILDERS’ IRON WORK.

Office and Works :
112. MAIN STREET and 
111. MARSHALL STREET.

'PH O N E 2336.

C. C O L L I N S ,
S T O N E  M E R C H A N T  
and C O N T R A C T O R .

Office: 252, COMMISSIONER STREET, Johannesburg.
Works : Commissioner, Green, Fox and Berea Streets. 

Telephone 1 475 .

Estimates given for any description o f Stone, Slate, 
Marble or Granite Work•
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TH E  R O S T R U M : TH E  P H O T O G R A P H  IS T A K E N  LOOKING O U T O V E R  
P R E T O R IA . A N D  GIVES SOME SUGGESTION OF TH E  V IEW  

C O M M A N D E D  BY TH E  UNION BUILDINGS



THE AFRICAN ARCHITECT. December 2nd, igi i .

C O N T E N T S .

Pag-e

The Rostrum, Union Buildings, Pretoria (Illustration) v

ED ITO RIAL CO M M EN TS

The Baker Scholarship ... ... ... 93
Sanitary Institute Congress ... ... ... 93
Architectural Inspections ... ... ... 93
Society of Architects ... ... ... 93
Architectural Examinations ... ... ... 93
Technical Education ... ... .. 93
Lightning at Pretoria ... ... ... 93

TH E HERBERT BAKER SCH O LARSH IP ... 94

“ AFRICAN  A R C H IT E C T ’ ’ COM PETITIO NS ... 94

LEADING ARTICLES

The Registration Question ... ... ... 95
The Ne.v Delhi Discussion ... ... ... 95

JO H AN N E SB U R G ’S NEW  SY N A G O G U E

Results of Design Compet'tion ... ... 96

Page
PR O PO SED  AR CH ITECTS A C T

Association's Special General Meeting ... 97—99

AN  IN TERN ATIO N AL C O M P E T IT IO N .....................  99

MR. N O R M A N  S H A W ’S D EATH  ........................... 100

TH E A R C H ITEC TU R AL A SSO C IA T IO N  R O O M ... 101 

TH E  N E W  DELHI

A Problem in Style ... ... ... ...103— 106

TH E  CO LO U RED  .PROBLEM

Paper by W. J McWilliams ... ... ..107—108

GREY COLLEGE CH APEL A N D  W E S T  BLO EM ­
FONTEIN CHU RCH (Illustrations) ........................ 109

A R C H ITEC TU R AL SOCIETIES A N D  INSTITU­
TIONS   110

SPECIALISTS in

Heating Installations

SPECIALISTS in

Sanitary Appliances

SPECIALISTS in

All Special Building Lines
The only Firm that really Specialises 
-  - QUOTATIONS GIVEN ---------

J. S. HANCOCK & Co.
PRESIDENT STREET (Cor. SMAL ST.)

P.O. Box 192G. Telegrams : “ Specialists” ’Phone 2 4 4 4

JOHANNESBURG.

MOODIE & DRENNAN,

P .O . Box 1321. P R E T O R IA .
painters & JDecorators.

Workshops and Offices : VERM EULEN STREET.

P r iv a te  R esiden ces :

Mr. M O O D IE  78. Beatrix Street.
Mr. DRENN AN  - Pretoria Street, Hatfield.

Box 526. Tel. Address : "  HEATING.” Phone 287

New M uckleneuk B rick Factory,
Office : C/r. VERMEULEN & VAN DER WALT STS., 

PRETORIA.
Works: NEW MUCKLENEUK. PRETORIA.

Prices on application to the above Jiddress.

WIRE CUT, FACING AND FIRE BRICKS ; BULLNOSE and a 
large assortment of FANCY and ORNAMENTAL BRICKS 

always in stock.
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Institute of South African Architects.

Association of ®ransbaal Architects.
(INCO RPO RATED UNDER T H E  AR C H ITE C TS ’ PRIVATE ACT, 1909).

T H E  C O U N C IL ,  I9 I2 :  

fjreaibcnt: H. G. V eale .
Oice-Jpreaibcnta: W alter  R e id , f . r i . b .a .,  W . H. S t u ck e , a . r . i . b . a .

Jttembera o f  Council: R. H o w d e n , a . r . v . i . a .,  m . s . a . H. Ba k e r , f . r . i . b .a .,
P. E agle , Iv o r  L e w is , m . s . a . ,  M. J. H a r r is , m . s . a ., D. M. S in clair , m . s . a . ,  G. W . N icolay , m . s . a .

E. H .  W a u g h , m . s . a .
(Registrar: C ecil A l d e r , lic . r . i . b . a .

Cransbaal Institute of Architects.
C O U N C IL ,  I9H -I2 .  

preaibent: P. E. T reeby.
O icc-Preaibenta : R- H o w d e n , a . r . v . i . a .,  m. s .a . ;  F. V incent S t o k e s , f . s . i .

Jtjon. ^ceretanr: M. J. H a r r i s , m .s .a .
Jtioit. ® rcasttrcr : D. M. S in cla ir , m .s .a .

fltouneil: )• F. Be ar d  w o o d , m . s . a ., G. A. H. D ickson , f. r . i . b . a . ,  W . R e id , f . r . i. b . a .,  F. E m ley . , 
H. G. V e a l e ., J. W aterson . G. G ranger  F leming , lic . r . i. b . a .

j^ecrctarg : C. A l d e r , lic . r . i . b . a ., Box 5606, Johannesburg.

a Jiatal Institute of Architects.
President : C. W. M e t h ve n , f. r . s . e., m . i. c. e.,. f . r . i . b . a 

(Rice- JTrcsiDcut: S. G. H u dson ,, f .r . i . b . a . 
lion. j^ccretarg attb Creaaurer: H. E. C hick .

(Council: F. J. In g , M. H olm es , T homas  R e a d , J. J. H. L u bk e , G. T. H u r s t , J. D. A nderson
W .  C. E. R o b a r t s .

®be Cape Institute of Architects.
Jjtreaibcnt: A r t h u r  H. R e id , f. r . i . b . a .
Rice-p r e a ib e n t : J ohn Pa r k e r , f . r . i . b .a .

Tt|on. Herretary attb ®reaaurer: E. A ustin  C ooke .
JHtbitor 4 W. G. F a g g , l ic . r . i . b . a .

Council: ( Fellows) — W . J. D elbridc.e , a . r . i . b . a .,  F. K. K e n d al l , a . r . i . b . a ., A l e x . F o r s y t h ,
C. H. S m it h , a . r . i . b . a . ; . ( Associates) — J. M o r r is , lic. r . i . b .a ., F. R .  E. S i.a d d in , f . s . i ., lic . r . i . b . a .

Clje ^orietn of Areljiteets [Sncoipor.iteO 1S93], J^ontlj African Ii ranch.
presibent: M. J. H a r r is , m . s . a .

Hon. Jlccretarg : D Iv o r  L e w is , m . s . a . JtJoR. ®reaaurer: G. W . N ic o l a y , m . s . a .
(Committee : S. C. D o w s e t t , m. s . a . ,  J. F. B e a r d w o o d , m. s . a .,  E. H. W a u g h , a . r . i. b . a . C. H. S tott

(the tw o  latter are ex-officio)

THE SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE OF QUANTITY SURVEYORS. ('rTsoT'O
T H E  C O U N C IL ,  1912-13:

J3 rest bent: T. M oo re .
Rice-|3rcsibettt: E. W h ite . 

l i o n ,  ^ecretarn attb (Treasurer: J. W .  C ow lin g .
(Council: H. A. Adams, J. D. H ickm an , A. S t r a t t o n , D. A. M cC ubbin , W . E. P u ntis , W . P r iestle y .
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P.O. Box 2 5 6 9 . Telephone Nos. 43  and 2 8 1 6 . Tel. Address: “ T R A C T IO N .”

PROUDFOOT &  CO.
General and Mining Contractors and Quarrymen. :: JOHANNESBURG.

<1 All descriptions of Cartage, Steam Transport, General and Mining 
Contracting Work at prices which defy competition. Foundation
Stone supplied from Quarries. Prices on application. *1 BUILDERS 
WORK A SPECIALITY. *1 Estimates Free for every description of 
Earthworks, Roadmaking, Pipelaying, Dams, &c. REINFORCED 
CONCRETE SPECIALISTS. 1̂ Prompt attention given to all orders. 

Prices Right. Largest plant of its kind in South Africa.

H E AD  O F F IC E : - - LAN G  STREET A N D  SYD N E Y R O A D , JUDITH PAARL.
-------------------------------------------------  ’ Phone 43 . Mayfair Branch: ’ Phone 2 8 1 6 . -------------------------------------------------

S T A B L E S :  Lang Street and Sydney Read, and 93, Kimberley Road, Judith Paarl.
Corner Tenth Avenue and Hanover Street, Mayfair.

KAHN-BARS. HY-RIB 

KAHN RIB BARS.

General Fire Appliances
--------------------  Limited --------------------

SOLE AGENTS IN TRANSVAAL AND O.F.S. FOR

The Trussed Concrete Steel Co., Ltd.,
--------  REINFORCED CONCRETE SPECIALISTS. ---------

119, Marshall Street, Johannesburg.
P.O. Box 1158. T dcgram i: “ ZONATURA.” ’Phone 4481. 4482.

Designs submitted for all classes of Reinforced 
Concrete Work at shortest notice.

HY-RIB and KAHN-BAR CATALOGUES FREE 
ON APPLICATION.

SOLE AGENTS FOR

THE GAMEWELL FIRE ALARM.
Large Stocks of Fire Apparatus on hand.
Valves, Hose, Chemical Extinguishers, &c.
------------ Write for particulars ------------

DO M E REINFORCED W IT H  HY-RIB. 2 6 -0  SPAN.

The photo shows the Dome to Anstey’s New Building. Note 
great saving in timber, all expensive curved close boarding is done 
away with. The concrete is applied direct on the Hy-rib, which 
gives a splendid surface for plastering.
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EDITORIAL COMMENTS
The Baker Scholarship.

The trustees of the Herbert Baker Architectural 
Scholarship have issued the conditions of this com­
petition to be held in 1913. Architects, we think, 
should make a point of bringing the scholarship 
particularly to the notice of the younger members 
of the profession. We call attention to the notice of 
the trustees printed in another column, and trust it 
will lead to numerous applications for candidature.

Sanitary Institute Congress.
We, understand that the Royal Sanitary Congress, 

which it was thought would be held this month in 
Johannesburg, has now been postponed until March. 
The importance of this gathering had led to the 
expectation of elaborate arrangements, and the delay 
will only help, we hope, to further increase the interest 
in the forthcoming proceedings.

Architectural Inspections.
We are glad to hear that next month, at the 

invitation of Mr. Burt Andrews, head of the Architec­
tural Department of the Municipality of Johannesburg, 
the architects of all the profession in Johannesburg 
will visit the abattoirs and the Newtown Market 
Buildings. These visits of inspection are most 
valuable from a professional point of view, and should 
be more encouraged. They serve to provide not only 
professional intercourse, but social acquaintance and 
interest in matters affecting local architecture.

Society of Architects (South African Branch).
It is of interest to learn that the South African 

Branch of the Society of Architects are contemplating 
appointing corresponding members in the centres of

Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, and Durban, with the 
view of obtaining items of general professional interest 
to the Society.

Architectural Examinations.
We wish again to remind candidates that the 

examination qualifying for membership of the Society 
of Architects is to be held on December i/th , 18th, and 
19th next, in Johannesburg and at other convenient 
centres in South Africa. All applications to sit for 
examination must be received by the honorary secre­
tary not later than noon on the third of this month. 
The Society reserves'the right to refuse any applicant 
for examination, and all applications must be accom ­
panied by a remittance of four guineas.

Technical Education.
The National Advisory Board of Technical Educa­

tion has been haying preliminary sittings in Pretoria. 
The main object of the session is to get the work of 
technical education co-ordinated. A t present several 
departments and four Provincial Administrations have, 
all got some share in it, each with little or no reference 
to what the other is doing. They ought, we think, 
to consult the architects in matters concerning the 
profession and building, which, w e think, they do not 
give due importance to at these Advisory Board 
meetings.

Lightning at Pretoria.
In view of the recent happenings at the Union 

Buildings, where the lightning has struck two of the 
structures supporting the cranes, the following extract 
from the report of the General Purposes Committee, 
which was presented to the Pretoria Town Council, 
is of interest. It reads as follows : “ Some time ago 
an interesting article by two well-known engineers



was circulated among councillors. It gave an account 
c f the latest French experiment with parahails, as a 
provision against the electrical conditions which 
conduce to hail storms and dangerous discharges 
of atmospheric electricity. The committee recom­
mended : “ That in view of the recent fires caused by 
lightning at the Union Buildings, it be suggested to 
the Government to consider the advisibility of erecting 
two parahails on gigantic lightning conductors on 
the two highest pinnacles of the hill at the back of 
the Union Buildings and connected by strong cable 
with distributing sheets placed in permanently wet 
ground in the Aapies River.” The recommendation 
was passed without discussion.
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THE HERBERT BAKER ARCHITECTURAL 
SCHOLARSHIP.

The trustees have prescribed subjects for the 
competition to be held in 1913 for this scholarship. 
The successful candidate will receive a scholarship of 
£250 and will be required to spend not less than 
seven months at Rome under the direction of the 
British School at Rome. The trustees m ay allow 
portion of this period to be spent at Athens under 
the direction of the British School at Athens. During 
the remaining portion of the scholarship period, the 
scholar is required to make his headquarters in 
London for at least three months under the super­
vision of the President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects. On completion of the period of 
his scholarship, he will be required to exhibit the 
results of his studies in such manner as m ay be 
required by the President of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects, and will be required to make a 
similar exhibition in South Africa, when and where 
the trustees m ay appoint.

The competition is open to all British citizens of 
not more than thirty-three years of age who have 
spent a period of six years or more in the study or 
practice of architecture, of which period not less than 
four years shall have been spent in South Africa.

Forms of application for candidature are now 
ready and m ay be had from the “ Trustees of the 
Herbert Baker Architectural Scholarship, Box 1088, 
Johannesburg.” All forms must be filled in and 
delivered to the trustees on or before December 15th, 
19 12 ; early application is therefore advisable. Full 
information as to the scope of the competition will be 
sent to those whose applications are approved by the 
trustees.

The work of all approved candidates must be 
sent to the trustees on or before July 31st, 1913.

PERSONAL PARS.
Mr. Herbert Baker, F .R .I.B .A ., has left Johannes­

burg on a holiday trip to the Old Country.
* * * *

His Excellency the Governor-General intends being 
in Johannesburg on December 14th for the purpose 
of laying the foundation stone of the new church of 
St. Aidan’s (Yeoville), for which Messrs. Waterson 
and Veale are the architects.

“AFRICAN ARCHITECT” COMPETITIONS.
No. 13.

These competitions are established to encourage 
young students in the architectural profession.

SUBJECT.

A  bioscope hall to seat about four hundred persons 
at the ground level and about two hundred and fifty 
in a gallery. In addition, two dressing-rooms, 
m anager’s office, ticket office, operating chamber, 
also sanitary accommodation and drainage arrange­
ments. The site to be taken as level.

The following one-eighth inch scale drawings 
should be submitted : Front elevation, ground and 
gallery plans, longitudinal section, cross section 
through auditorium, showing proscenium opening.

The site is a hundred by fifty (Cape) feet stand, 
with all adjoining stands built on, and has a fifty 
feet street frontage.

Designs to be in before January 20th, 1913, to 
enable decision of judge to be announced in February 
issue.

Ju dge: Mr. Cecil Alder, L .I.C ., R .I.B .A ., Town 
Engineer's Department, Johannesburg.

General Conditions for the Competitors
1. All designs to be forwarded to the Editor of 

“ The African A rchitect,” 17 and 18, Provident 
Buildings, Fox Street, Johannesburg. P.O. Box 4651.

2. There must be at least three entries in each 
subject.

3. There is no entrance fee. A  sealed envelope, 
with the competitor’s name therein, must accompany 
each design attached thereto, no names or nom-de- 
plume to appear on either envelope or design.

4. In every case, though “ The African Architect ”  
reserves the right of publication, designs sent in will 
be the property of the competitor.

5. Designs must be sufficiently prepaid for return 
postage.

The competitive designs will be submitted to the 
gentleman above mentioned, whose decision shall be 
final.

December 2nd, 1912.

ROM AN V ILLA  U N EARTH ED .

A  particularly fine example of a Roman villa has 
now been unearthed at Hambleden, near Henley. 
Very little imagination is required to vest this relic 
of the Roman occupation with the greatest interest. 
From the spaciousness and luxurious equipment of 
the house and outbuildings, it is clear that here dwelt 
a Roman of wealth and refinement. Within the high 
wall that surrounded his estate were his fishponds, 
his private well, his bath— the waterpipes and a 
bracket for holding washing utensils still remaining—  
and the apparatus for heating his house. The house 
itself contained beautifully tessellated floors, and 
money, a scarab ring, oyster shells— some oysters 
left unopened— have been found. The date of the 
villa is about 100 A.D . It was early in the fifth 
century that Rome ceased sending troops and officials 
to Great Britain, that the Roman civilisation gradually 
lapsed in our island and that, doubtless, this villa 
was fast becoming submerged to give place, in our 
day, to a field of waving corn.

THE AFRICAN ARCHITECT.



December 2nd, 1912. THE AFRICAN ARCHITECT. 95

CO
,U)

c j

The African Archited $
O R G A N  OF TH E  A SSOCIATIO N  OF

T R A N S V A A L  ARC H ITE CTS. (w D )

DECEMBER 2nd, 1912.
“ TH E AFRICAN A R C H IT E C T ”

is published monthly. Price Is. per copy. Annual subscription 
10s. 6d.̂ , payable in advance to “ T he  A frican  A r c h it e c t ,"  P .O. 
Box 4651, Johannesburg-. Telephone No. 2767.

Head Offices : 17 and 18, P r o v id e n t  B uildings , F ox Slreet 
J ohannesburg.

London Offices:— “ T echnic al  Jo u r n a l s , L t d . , "  Caxton 
House, Westminster.

European Advertising Agents : Messrs. H astin gs  B ro s ., L t d . 
Kings Chambers, Portugal Street, King way, London, W. C.

SPECIAL ARTICLES on general subjects of interest to the architectural 
profession, and photographs, are cordially invited from our 
readers. Where payment is expected this should be distinctly 
stated. Special care will be taken of MS., but the Editor will 
in no case guarantee its return.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.—The columns of “ The African Architect' 
are open at all times for expression of the opinions of our 
readers, but the Editor disclaims responsibility for the views ot 
correspondents. All letters must be signed with the name of 
the correspondent, not necessarily for publication, but in 
evidence of bona fide, and addressed “ E d i t o r , ‘ The African 
Architect,’ Box 4651, Johannesburg."

BUSINESS ANNOUNCEMENTS.—All communications on business matters 
should be addressed to “ T he  B usiness  M a n a g e r , ‘ The 
African Architect,’ Rooms 17 and 18, Provident Buildings, Fox 
Street, Johannesburg."
“ The African Architect" is on sale at Chicken's News 
Agency, Pritchard Street, Johannesburg.

THE REGISTRATION QUESTION.

T
HE most important question before the architects 

of South Africa at the present time is that 
of the proposed new Registration Bill. There 
seems to be no doubt that the m ajority of 

architects favour a Bill having a wider scope than is 
provided for under the Transvaal Architects Act. 
There are, however, others who seem satisfied with 
the present conditions provided more elasticity were 
afforded in carrying out vital portions of the Act. 
At the present stage it is impossible to detail what 
the points of difference precisely are, but it is quite 
on the tapis that when the details of the Bill are 
finally considered by the members of the Association 
of Transvaal Architects the several views held by 
various members will be welded into one comprehen­
sive Bill which ought to ensure general acceptation 
and establish a better status for the profession as a 
whole. It speaks well for the architectural profession 
of this country that so much interest is taken 111 the

subject of registration. It is of importance also to 
record that the meeting, which is reported elsewhere 
in these columns, to deliberate thereon was fully 
representative, and the proceedings were followed 
with the greatest keenness and professional esprit. 
The ground covered at the meeting seemed to be 
purely on the question of the principles to govern 
the Act. Meanwhile, as the whole question is still 
being debated, we cannot enter at present into further 
detail, but we look forward to seeing evolved from 
all the energetic actions of the various Institutes a 
Bill that will be practical and serve the highest and 
best interests of the whole profession of architects in 
South Africa.

THE NEW DELHI DISCUSSION.

W E are pleased to observe a healthy sign of 
the growing public interest in architecture 
that the diverse views held on the subject 
of the style to be adopted for the buildings 

of the new Delhi are allowed full expression in the 
Home press. We have also pleasure in giving the 
observations of Mr. Herbert Baker, F .R .I.B .A ,, and 
of Lord Curzon of Kedleston, both of whom support 
the adaptation of English Renaissance to Indian 
needs. These views have given rise to considerable 
controversy. For instance, in the Home press, to 
these -views Mr. E. B. Havell, A .R .C .A ., demurs. 
The real issue to be settled in the building of the 
new Delhi, he contends, is whether British architects 
have the same capacity as the amateur Court officials 
of the Great Moghuls for adapting to modern uses 
the living tradition of Indian craftsm anship— a great 
tradition which for more than two thousand years has 
adapted itself to the needs and ideals of every race 
and religion except our own— or whether we must 
prove the righteousness of British rule by continuing 
to stamp it out. Lord Curzon’s letters seems to Mr. 
Havell to answer itself. “ The practical reasons he 
gives for inflicting a W estern archaeological formulary 
upon India are not practical ; the archaeological 
reasons are no better that Mr. Herbert Baker’s. The 
raison d ’etre of the modern architect is to bring 
archaeology up to date, and, even if there were no 
living building tradition in India, there should be no 
more difficulty in adapting Moghul palaces to modern 
requirements than the architects of the fifteenth and 
sixteenth centuries had in adapting Greek and Roman 
temples to the secular requirements of their own 
d a v .”
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JOHANNESBURG’S NEW SYNAGOGUE.
RESULTS OF DESIGN COMPETITION.

Eight architects, or firms of architects, were 
invited to send in designs for the Johannesburg New 
Synagogue, the cost being put down at £ 1 8,000 and 
accommodation to be provided for eight hundred and 
fifty men and five hundred and fifty ladies. Messrs. 
Hawke and McKinlay, the architects for the Johannes­
burg Town Hall, were appointed assessors, and they 
awarded the premiums as follows :—

1. F ifty guineas, design No. 5.
2. Thirty-five guineas, design No. 1.
3. Twenty-five guineas, design No. 7.
A t a meeting of the congregation held recently, 

the chairman detailed the steps which led up to the 
meeting, and said the committee had worked hard in 
order that the new building might be a success. A fter 
discussing the m atter with the assessors fully and 
from every point of view, the committee, he said, was 
glad to report that its conclusions coincided with those 
of Messrs. Hawke and McKinlay.

The assessors’ reports upon each set of prize 
plans were read, after which the chairman moved : 
“ That the committee obtain authority from the 
general meeting to approach the author of design 
No. 3 with the view to ascertain whether certain 
necessary alterations can be made by him to his 
design, and that if so, this architect be appointed to 
prepare amended plans accordingly to be submitted 
to a further general meeting, and if approved of 
thereby, that tenders be called for sam e.” This was 
duly seconded.

Much discussion followed, revealing division of 
opinion. Several speakers urged that sufficient 
accommodation had not been provided, although this 
view was vigorously combatted. Another objection 
taken was that the “ mizra ” would be in the north 
and not in the east, one gentleman asking why this 
change should be made when Jews had been praying 
towards the east for five thousand and seventy-two 
years. In connection with this point, it was suggested 
"that Dr. Landau should be asked if he would conse­
crate the building with the “ m izra”  in the north.

The “ m izra ”  question continued to be debated, 
and at least three gentlemen told the gathering that 
Dr. Landau had already ruled that, so far as South 
Africa was concerned, synagogues should be built to 
the north, the practice of erecting such buildings to 
the east having originated in Western Europe in 
consequence of Palestine being east of those parts. 
It was, therefore, asked why Dr. Landau should be 
asked to go back upon his own ruling, of which the 
committee w as well aware.

The plans, too, were criticised, and Mr. Edgar 
Hyman contended that, whatever the assessors might 
say, any of the buildings designed would cost more 
than ^25,000. He proposed that the committee 
should reconsider the three prize plans in conjunction 
with the architects, so that certain necessary altera­
tions might be made, the committee then finally to 
decide upon the most suitable design and to call for 
tenders.

The debate drifted on until about a quarter past one 
o’ clock, by which time not a few of the members had
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left for luncheon. Many of those remaining were also 
growing impatient. The chairman, therefore, put a 
proposition by Mr. Klisser that a sub-committee should 
be appointed to approach Dr. Landau with reference 
to the position of the “ m izra.” This, however, only 
found thirteen supporters, and was lost. Mr. Hym an’s 
proposition was then adopted, namely, that the com­
mittee should consult with the architects responsible 
for the three premiated designs as to the making of 
various alterations. Several members of the committee 
were apparently loth to accept the responsibility of 
finally selecting the design, and it was left for them 
to report to a further meeting of the congregation 
as to the most suitable design.

The envelopes were then opened, and it was found 
that the prize-winners were as follow :-----

No. 5 design, Stucke and Harrison ; No. 1 design, 
J. A. Moffatt ; No. 7 design, T. Shaerer.

The unsuccessful architects were H. Kallenbach, 
Frank Emley, Morris Harris, Howden and Stewart, 
and W aterston and Veale.

A TEMPORARY CEM ENT-W ASH  PROTECTION FOR 
TIMBERS.

A temporary fire protection for old timbers on a 
steel bridge where the length of. useful service had 
nearly been reached and the wood badly checked, 
according to the “ Contract Record,”  was recently 
provided on the Boston and Maine Railroad by a wash 
made up of Portland cement, plaster of Paris, and 
sand. The bridge was a deck structure, located at 
such a distance from the station or houses where 
attention might be attracted by a fire burning on it, 
that some form of protection was considered advisable 
during the period of one or two years remaining in 
the life of the ties. There were wide and deep cracks 
in some of these ties, and as sufficient experience had 
not yet been had at that point with the use of fire- 
resisting paints to give assurance of their effective 
service, experiments were made in filling the cracks 
with various compositions, and also covering the 
entire top surface of the ties and guard-rails.

The first experiment was with cement and water 
a lo n e ; but this plaster cracked and came out of 
the cavities in the ties, so as to afford very little 
protection. A mixture of lime, cement, and sand 
was then used on another portion of the bridge, and 
was found to give better protection. Finally a mixture 
of cement, plaster of Paris, and very fine sand was 
tried, this being mixed so thin that it would run in 
and fill all of the cracks in the ties and guard-rails. 
It was washed over the entire surface of the timber.

This form of protection proved effective in stopping 
fires on the bridge for a number of months, but was 
considered as only a temporary expedient. The 
eypense of the application was about the same as 
that for the application of a coating of fire-resisting 
paint, but the durability was considerably less than 
that of a paint. Since this work was done, the fire- 
resisting paints have been investigated further, and 
found to be sufficiently serviceable as a protection. 
The}' are believed to be preferable, where the protec­
tion is desired to last for any considerable period.
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An important meeting of the Association of 
Transvaal Architects was held in the Board Room, 
Winchester House, on Friday, November 22nd, at 
eight p.m., to further discuss the proposed Architects 
Act for the Union of South Africa. Mr. H. G. Veale, 
the president, presided, and there was a large 
attendance of members. The following was set down 
on the agenda : —

To consider and, if approved, adopt the following 
resolutions :—

That this special general meeting of the A ssocia­
tion of Transvaal Architects, having considered the 
draft -Architects Act for South Africa, 1913, as 
submitted by the Council, resolves accordingly :—

1. That the Council be empowered to promote an 
Architects A ct for the Union of South Africa.

2. That such Act shall be framed to embody :—
(a) An extension, with ampler powers, of the

Transvaal Architects Act.
(b) Statutory incorporation of provincial Institutes

of Architects, each with legally defined 
powers to govern and represent the profes­
sion in its own Province.

(c) Statutory incorporation of an Institute of
South African Architects consisting of a 
federation of the aforementioned provincial 
Institutes and vested with legally defined 
powers to govern and represent the South 
African architectural profession.

(d) Three classes of membership, viz.: Associates,
Fellows, and Honorary Members. The 
varying privileges and subscriptions of 
Associates and Fellows to accord with the 
general principle that non-practising archi­
tects shall have no vote on matters of 
practice, but that they shall pay a smaller 
subscription than paid by practising archi­
tects.

(e) A scale of architects’ charges.
(f) A code of professional ethics.
(g) Provision for a nominated First Council to

carry out the inaugural work of the Provincial 
Institutes and of the Federated Institutes.

(h) To embody provision for a chapter in the Act
dealing with quantity surveyors.

(i) Such other general provisions as may tend to
debar unqualified persons from practice and 
to promote the professional interests and 
status of South African architects.

The President’s Remarks
In his introductory remarks, the President said he 

had great pleasure in welcoming the members to 
their first meeting in their new home. He also wished 
to welcome Mr. Arthur Reid, who came as the 
delegate from the Cape Institute. Mr. Reid had 
unselfishly proceeded to Johannesburg at very great 
inconvenience to represent their compatriots in the 
Cape. Proceeding, Mr. Veale said the President of 
the Natal Institute was unable to be present that 
night, having been unfortunately detained in Pretoria. 
They had the assurance of the Natal Institute of 
their full sympathy with the matters they had to 
consider at the present meeting. A s the members 
were aware, they had met to consider the most 
important m atter dealing with the profession and 
architectural practice in South Africa. Some time 
back their Council received a mandate to draft an 
Act for the registration of architects throughout the 
Union. They might think, seeing they had their own 
Transvaal Act to go upon, that that was a very small 
matter, but he could frankly assure them that it 
represented an arduous two years' work to present 
that draft Act as now presented. Their Council had 
been most assiduous in their efforts to prepare the 
draft Act. No fewer than ninety meetings of the 
Council, mainly devoted to that very subject, had 
been held, and he thought that although some 
members were inclined to.scoff, they had not brought 
forth a mouse. Their very great thanks were due to 
Mr. Robert Howden, to Mr. W alter Reid, as well as 
to Mr. M. J. Harris and Mr. Nicolay and other 
councillors for the very great efforts they had shown 
in supervision of the draft A ct and the time they 
had devoted to bringing it into the form they had it 
before them that night. (Applause.) A s regarded 
the Act, doubtless every member of the Association 
had been in possession of a copy for some weeks 
past, and were therefore in a position to know what 
the provisions of that Act were. He requested them 
at the present meeting to think only of the principles 
of the Act. The agenda paper contained resolutions 
on principles, and their Council intended calling 
another meeting within a month to discuss any 
amendments on the details of the Act. That, he 
thought, they would agree with him w as, perhaps, 
the best method of dealing with the m atter before 
them that night. He knew they had all met with
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only one thought and desire, and that was for the 
betterment of their profession and to raise their 
status, and, therefore, although there might be some 
members who disagreed with others, they would all 
be considerate of each other’s ideas and wishes, and 
without any wounding of susceptibilities, they would 
be frank and dispassionate in their criticism in 
connection with the principles they had laid down.

Discussion w as then entered into, but which it is 
not possible to give here in detail, but in which the 
following members took a prominent part, viz. : 
M essrs. W augh, Howden, W alter Reid, Harris, Lucas, 
Nicolay, A. W. L. Fleming, Granger Fleming, De 
W itte, Marshall, Crombie, Sinclair. Lewis, Cook, and 
others.

The Principles
The following principles were ultimately adopted :
1. Passed.
2. (a) Passed as per agenda. ''
(b) Passed with exception : Delete from “ to 

govern ”  to end, and substitute “ to administer the 
A ct in its own Province as may be prescribed in the 
A c t.”

(c) Passed with the exception : Delete “ to 
govern ”  to end, and substitute “ to administer the 
A ct where collective action is required for the whole 
Union as defined in the said A ct.”

(d) Passed as standing in agenda, except delete 
from “ the varying principles,”  etc., to the end.

(e) , (f), (g), (h), (i) passed.
A fter these principles were agreed upon, the 

President stated that it would be desirable for every 
member of the Association to study the draft A ct as 
printed, and if any member thought it necessary to 
alter or amend any detail, the President urged him 
to do so and send such amendments forward at once 
to the Registrar in writing, so that at a further 
meeting of the Association, to be held within four or 
five weeks, due notice of which would be given, it 
might be possible to deal with amendments to the 
details of the Act.

Mr. Arthur Reid’s Speech
The President said that before closing the meeting 

he wished to propose a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Arthur Reid for having come all the w ay from Cape 
Town to attend.

The vote was carried with acclam ation, and in 
reply

Mr. Arthur Reid said : I really came here to listen, 
but should like to say a few words. I have just been 
taking a few notes, and I am only sorry, Mr. Chair­
man, that I should have to say that, through an 
oversight, the Cape Institute know absolutely nothing 
about this affair. It is only fair we should all know 
exactly  what is taking place. The Cape Institute of 
Architects and its Council know absolutely nothing 
about this draft Act. You will remember, on July 
2nd last I attended here and asked, and it was 
carried and promised to me, that the Cape Institute 
and the Natal Institute should be kept informed of 
what took place at your m eetings here. Up to the 
present moment we have heard nothing. A t the same 
meeting it was agreed that the Cape Institute of 
Architects should keep you informed of what they
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thought from time to time or did. With regard to 
the proposed A ct— not this one, but the one Mr. 
Lucas referred to-—we have naturally done nothing, 
because the m atter has been taken out of our hands 
by your body, and we have been waiting to hear 
from you. A  day or two before I arrived, your 
President was courteous enough to  send me one copy 
of this A ct, but there was no time for it to be handed 
round to the Council of the Cape Institute. I mention 
this to show you that I am not in a position to say 
anything with regard to this draft Act. I hoped that 
this meeting could have been postponed, until such 
time as the members of our Council could have gone 
through this Act, and then I could have come here 
with something definite to express to you— the views 
of the Council on the different issues raised. It is 
only fair to say— and I am not being hostile— that you 
should know what our position is, lest we should be 
blamed afterw ards for not expressing an opinion. As 
a m atter of fact, we knew nothing about it at all, 
and as the meeting has not been postponed, I am 
unable to say anything definite about it. I am pleased 
to say this morning, with the courtesy of your good 
President— he put himself out of the w ay to arrange 
a meeting— an informal meeting— between a repre­
sentative of the quantity surveyors interested and 
m yself and Mr. W alter Reid, so that I could ask any 
tentative questions to remove doubts in my mind. 
Of course, one of my doubts was with regard to your 
Institute of the Transvaal and the Cape being allied 
to the Royal Institute, whether these bodies could be 
justified in being parties to an Act including quantity 
surveyors when the Royal Institute has not got it in 
their charter, but argument brought to bear with me 
by some of the gentlemen present there, who told me 
that the last draft A ct— not this one, but the one 
before— was sent Home to the Royal Institute for 
their consideration— that is, the draft of the Act for 
the registered body now in the Transvaal— and up to 
the present the courtesy of an answer had not been 
received. I think you know I am the honorary 
secretary to the Royal Institute in South Africa. I 
had also felt it my duty to send this A ct away to 
the Royal Institute ; I also had not the courtesy of 
a reply ; so I think, under those circumstances, I 
may very well be pardoned for not doing my duty to 
the Royal Institute if I fall in with the views your 
representatives on the Council have expressed to me 
to-day. Other points gave me very grave doubts. 
With regard to the inclusion of quantity surveyors, I 
came here prejudiced, and my Council did not see 
the object of it. Before leaving, I asked for some­
thing definite, so that nobody could question ; I 
asked them to give me something in writing, for my 
position to be made perfectly clear. This is their 
resolution : —

“ Extract from Minutes of the Council of the 
Cape Institute of Architects, held on Tuesday, 
November 19th, 1912, in the Institute Room : The 
following resolution was moved by Mr. Delbridge, 
seconded by Mr. Kendall, and carried unani­
mously : ‘ That the President of the Cape Institute 
of Architects be empowered to act as he may deem 
advisable on its behalf in re Registration Act, 
bearing in mind that the Institute, while not seeing 
the necessity for the inclusion of quantity
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surveyors, will accept their inclusion subject to 
the approval of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, to which the Cape, Transvaal, and 
Natal Institutes are allied.’

Of course, the Council of the Cape Institute did not 
know as much as I know with regard to the trans­
mission of the Act to the Royal Institute. At all 
events, 1 am going back with a weight off my mind 
in regard to a matter which troubled me very much 
when I got a copy of this Act, and I shall feel it my 
duty to send that Act to London for their considera­
tion. Perhaps it will be received in the same 
courteous w ay as the last o n e ; at all events, no 
harm will be done.' One thing I would beg of you 
to do is to see that both the Cape and Natal Institutes 
are posted fully from here with what is taking place. 
(Applause.) It is not fair to keep us in the dark and 
then ask us to vote on this draft A ct ; it is due to 
the members of the body as a whole. Our Council 
may have some valuable suggestions to make, in 
which you would benefit the same way as other people. 
It has been of great advantage to me to hear the 
resolutions passed to-night. Some of them have 
amused me because they are so very stale. One 
thing about this Act being for the benefit of the 
surveyors and the architects : but it should be 
impressed upon the people that it is for the benefit 
of the public. Self-abnegation on the part of the 
Cape Institute and the interests of the public has 
been the live thing they have been striving for right 
through the whole thing. I hope, Mr. President, you 
will make it your duty to see that we are kept posted 
with all that takes place here, and it is a very great 
pleasu're to me to say that I do not see any difficulty 
to our falling in with your principles to-night. I 
cannot pledge m yself as to what the Cape and Natal 
may say as regards the scale of charges. You may 
want five per cent., and other people may want six 
per cent. When it comes to the meeting where voting 
is going to be taken as to the vital position of this 
Act, you should arrange and make it vour duty to 
arrange that proper representation by the proxies of 
the different Institutes should be lodged at the 
meeting. If you were voting to-night, I should be 
voting as one man, and would be out-voted by all. 
Some arrangement, also, should be made by which a 
minority vote should have some power of making 
itself felt. There may be some points in regard to 
practice in this Province which do not apply in other 
Provinces ; we are under totally different laws ; you 
have no law of corruption; the Jagger A ct in the 
Cape was largely brought in through our energies. 
I ask you, in working out this thing, to bear in mind 
that we are not all in the Transvaal ; we all have 
our disabilities and our advantages. Therefore, have 
your proxy forms properly instituted at the meeting, 
so that delegates coming here from the Cape and 
Natal may have their proper share of the voting. 
I thank you, Mr. President and gentlemen and 
members of the Council, for the welcome you have 
given me, and hope you will now be very quick with 
the Bill. (Applause.)

The meeting then terminated with a vote of thanks 
to the President.

AN INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION.
The conditions of a new international competition 

for architects have just been issued. They present 
some interesting and attractive features and some 
drawbacks. The buildings in question are a Royal 
Palace and a Palais de Justice at Sofia. So far as the 
first building is concerned, it is suggested that the 
style “ Belvedere ” should be adopted, and to remove 
any doubt from the mind of any intending competitor 
what this style precisely represents a supplementary 
document provides the further information that, by 
the use of the expression the style “ Belvedere,”  the 
idea intended to be conveyed is that of a building 
“ de belle apparence,” with terraces, verandahs, 
balconies, etc., from which may be enjoyed a pleasant 
view of the surroundings. The term immediately 
brought to mind the little jewel of a palace in the 
Baroque style, with a touch of the French Renais­
sance, at Vienna, although there are many other 
palaces on the Continent which bear this name. The 
Viennese type must have also suggested the term to 
those responsible for drawing up the conditions, for 
in the supplementary document to which we have 
referred this building is particularly indicated as an 
example of the style which it is desired to see chosen 
by the competitors. Probably the royal predilection 
entered into the matter of the choice of styles. For 
the Palais de Justice, on the other hand, “ un style 
classique, serieux et sobre ”  is recommended. In­
tending competitors will be provided on request with 
plans of the site and levels on which it is proposed 
to construct the buildings, as well as with photographs 
of their position and surroundings. In addition to 
these a list of the prices of m aterials and the cost of 
labour will be provided. The premiums are for the 
Royal P ala ce : First prize, 10,000 fran cs; second, 
7,000 francs ; third, 4,500 francs ; fourth, 2,500 
francs. For the Palais de Justice : First prize, 6,000 
francs ; second, 4,000 francs ; third, 2,500 francs ; 
fourth, 1,250 francs. The juries to be appointed for 
making the awards are variously constituted, but they 
include in each instance various high Ministers of 
State whose offices are associated either with the 
Royal Palace or the Palace of Justice, and three 
architects from the Ministry of Public W orks, an 
architect appointed by the Bulgarian Association of 
Engineers and Architects, and three foreign archi­
tects. The foreign architects, who are to be chosen 
from Vienna, Paris, and Milan, are to be appointed 
by the architectural societies of these cities. Great 
Britain and Germany are not apparently taken into 
account. The conditions, nevertheless, seem, on the 
whole, fair and reasonable, with some exceptions 
which are, however, of the utmost importance. They 
contain nothing to indicate the scale of remuneration 
for the architect who secures the work, or even that 
it shall be given to the winner of the first premiated 
design. Further, it is stipulated that all the premiated 
designs shall become the property of the Ministry of 
Public Works, and that the jury shall have the option 
of purchasing any of the unpremiated ‘ p ro je ts” for, 
in the case of the Royal Palace, 4,000 francs ; in 
that of the Palais de Justice, 2,500 francs, which 
suggest points of interest that might be successfully 
utilised in the carrying out of either scheme. These 
final provisions will, we imagine, considerably reduce 
the number of competitors.
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TWENTIETH CENTURY WREN.
MR. NORMAN SHAW’S DEATH.

The death of Mr. Norman Shaw at the age of 
eighty-one years, recorded with deep regret last 
month, removes from the world of architecture one 
of its most distinguished ornaments. Indeed, it may 
be said that probably no English architect since the 
days of Wren had such an influence on English 
architecture.

His young years synchronised with the later days 
of the school of the Romantic Revival and the 
Pre-Raphaelites ; but, while he accepted and assimi­
lated all that w as of most value in the movement, 
he w as quick to see that romantic Gothic was not a 
suitable medium in which through his art he might 
express the needs of the England of his time. He it 
was who led the movement which reintroduced the best 
features of the quiet architecture of the essentially 
English style prevailing before the Gothic revival.

It is hardly too much to say that any building in 
London that caught the eye with its nobility or 
charmed with its simplicity a couple of decades ago 
was the work of Norman Shaw, who directed the 
architectural art of his day to intellectual sanity in 
the same w ay as Sir Christopher Wren had done in a 
previous century. But Shaw, unlike Wren, had no 
royal patron ; and as it had been the modern custom 
to put all public buildings up for competition— in 
which Shaw never took part or lot— his influence over 
the public architecture in London only began to exert 
itself in the later years of his achievements.

LEGAL CASES.
WHO PAYS THE QUANTITY SURVEYOR ?

A t Leicester County Court, R. E. Carpenter and 
Son, quantity surveyors, sued Edward Baxter for 
^28 14s. iod., for professional services,, etc.. On 
behalf of the plaintiffs it was stated that the defendant 
had contemplated erecting a house, and plaintiff 
claimed two and a half per cent, on the lowest tender 
sent in for the erection of this house, and £4 10s. 
in respect of paym ents for printing. Mr. Carpenter 
received his instructions from the architect for the 
defendant. The plan was sent to Mr. Carpenter, and 
quantities were submitted to the architect. Subse­
quently when the tenders were sent in the cost was 
far over £500 (the lowest being £880), and Mr. 
Baxter then decided not to build.— For the defence 
it was contended that there was no case against the 
defendant. If a debt had been incurred it should be 
recovered from the architect, because the architect 
had no authority to pledge the credit of the defendant. 
— His Honour said it seemed to him to be merely a 
question of who should pay. There was no question 
about the work being well done.— Defendant said he 
gave the architect instructions to get out plans for 
a house not to cost more than 550, and repeatedly 
told him not to go beyond that figure.— Mr. J. B. 
Withers, president of the Sheffield Society of Archi- 
tests, said it was not the custom among Sheffield

architects to employ quantity surveyors to take out 
quantities. He only knew two such cases, including 
the present.— His Honour, in giving judgment, said 
this was not a question whether Mr. Carpenter had 
done his work ; the question was who was to pay 
him? The plaintiff had not, in his opinion, made out 
that the architect in this case had the authority to 
pledge the credit of the building owner by employing 
the quantity surveyor. The architect set Mr. Carpen­
ter to work, but had no authority to pledge the credit 
of his client beyond £550. He therefore found for 
the defendant.— A stay of execution for twenty-one 
days was granted, notice of appeal being given.

ETHICS AND IDEALS OF SCULPTURE.

Professor W. R. Colton, A .R .A ., who is about to 
retire from the position of Lecturer in Sculpture at 
the Royal Academ y, is delivering a final course of four 
lectures on “ Ideals and Ethics in Sculpture.”  In the 
first of these closing addresses, Professor Colton 
expressed his regret at the present tendency of 
ornament to run riot in our public buildings— a 
tendency which he traced back to Sir Christopher 
Wren, and proceeded to animadvert upon Post- 
Impressionist sculpture fashionable in certain quarters 
just now. He then passed on to consider the public 
monuments of London. Generally speaking, England 
was a country of great intentions which were rarely 
carried out. Our bridges were left without ornamen­
tation, and the art of sculpture was neglected by the 
public authorities. The public, too, were to blame 
for showing so little respect towards the works of 
art in our parks and thoroughfares. People said that 
our climate was unsuitable for statuary ; but the 
Albert Memorial showed that where reasonable care 
was taken of it, this was not the case. Undoubtedly 
the memorial was poor as regards elevation, while the 
use of a variety of materials made it over-gaudy ; but 
in his judgm ent the sculptural work of Mr. Armstead 
was exceedingly fine. Foreign capitals were greatly 
superior to our own from the artistic point of view, 
and in this direction he instanced the fine decorative 
approach to the Pont Alexandre III. in Paris. It was 
to be hoped that when the new St. Paul’s Bridge came 
to be constructed, the authorities would rise to the 
occasion. Our fault was that as a nation we were 
too utilitarian. It was amusing, as throwing light on 
the popular attitude in this country towards art, to 
note the suggestions which were made to perpetuate 
the memory of King Edward. One proposal was that 
Nelson should be taken down from the column in 
Trafalgar Square, and that a statue of the late King 
should be put in his place ; another was that the 
front of Buckingham Palace should be repaired; 
another that consumption hospitals should be erected ; 
while, of course, our old friend the Crystal Palace 
showed great vitality on that occasion. The English 
grudged money for objects that appealed to the 
decorative sense alone. They failed to realise that 
miserable surroundings made miserable human beings. 
The new decorative objects we had in our thorough­
fares were neglected and allowed to become coated 
with soot and sulphuric acid. As a nation we had 
become drab grey, and all through the continual 
outcry in favour of utility.
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It is rarely that there is opportunity in my life to 
have a spare hour in Johannesburg. Having such 
recently, prior to the delivery of a lecture in the 
evening, I devoted it to the room of the Association 
of Transvaal Architects in W inchester House. It 
happened to be by no means a busy time as far as 
visitors thereto were concerned ; in fact, I had the 
room to m yself with its full advantage for musing 
amid the wealth of artistic and literary ‘ matter which 
abounds.

Concentration, however, was upon the various 
designs submitted a while ago for the cover plate of 
, ' The African A rch itect.”  It was a revelation that 
so much imagination had been exercised over the 
subject, and it must have been far from an easy 
task for the adjudicators to determine their award.

The problem had many elements of simplicity 
about it, and, as it will be remembered, the work of 
the successful designer until recently figured on “ The 
African A rch itect,’’ so no reference need be made to 
it. There is really not a bad design in the whole 
collection, and the draftsmanship of the fifteen without 
exception is good.

In one, “ Z ,”  the set square, sextant, and compass 
are happily introduced. More than several show 
architectural treatment of considerable merit, and 
embody features that one would like to see relieving 
the facades of future buildings in the town ; for 
instance, such as are shown in the two sketches 
under the motto of “ Pezula.”  One with a small 
flower as motto, that shows a central seated figure 
against a severe background having mountain views 
on either side, has quite the elements of pictorial 
a rt; while '‘ V e r ita s ”  embodies practically the same 
features of mountain, with structural capped summit 
and foliage at base, but with a pair of figures 
engrossed in thought, and also showing capless 
columns. “ Nil Desperandum ” submits two smart bits 
of stencil patterning, perhaps hardly architectural 
enough to have stood any chance in the competition, 
yet full of good curvature. “ Spes Boni ” is essentially 
classic, and though the design seems to possess 
repetitional features too minute for its purpose, 
reveals a keen love of the standards.

The two ideas of “ Dot in a C irc le ”  are specially 
capable black and white studies. In a corner of one 
is a reminder of Rodin’s “ Le Penseur ”  outside the 
Pantheon at Paris, and in the other an upturned Ionic

capital ; while the alternative idea of this author 
shows examples of three periods of architecture 
through a bit of stern arcading. A cting respectively 
as the support of a curved pediment in the light of 
swinging lams, and quite regardless of the quaint 
figures in the soffit of the pediment, are Science and 
Art, which give quiet food for thought.

“ G on ga” submitted a cameolike study full of very 
carefully drawn artistic features of highly novel order 
allied with some essentially African. “ V is t a ” 
probably is the design which is most unique. A bit 
of sky and mountain range beyond mountain range 
are seen with undulating plains. In the hollow of one 
of these plains is a Dutch-gabled homestead, and in 
another hollow the tops of a few trees ; while near 
the foreground there is shown the outline of two 
trees. In the immediate foreground are portrayed 
a few wrought timbers, no doubt prophetic of the 
destiny awaiting the barren lands and hillsides that 
stretch beyond.

In this musing I have just taken the designs as 
they came to my hand, without any method, and 
now only one remains, its motto very significantly 
being “ Michael A ngelo,”  though evidently it violated 
the rules of the competition in being drawn to a larger 
than the actual size required. In every line there is 
individuality. A t one extrem ity of the upper portion 
is Table Mountain, and at the other mining headgear, 
and prominently between is a hastening figure 
revealing an open book, but with face turned from 
its pages. It is the only design accompanied with 
remarks, and these read : “ The design represents
Michael A ngelo’s Libian (African) Sibil from the 
Sistine Chapel in Rome opening the Book of Wisdom 
of the Old World to the young nation in the New 
World (as well she might) ; represented by Table 
Mountain linked up with the great industry of the 
north from which art should derive its patronage. The 
African Sybil is, or should be, known to all men of 
learning in the profession.”

It seems very regrettable that such a collection of 
able designs should not be fulfilling a larger mission, 
and mv suggestion is that arrangements be made for 
them to go on tour to the public libraries of the 
different centres of the Union (including those in 
outlying districts) for exhibition, say  for a week or 
so in each place. In such a movement surely the 
Education Department would co-operate.
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PROFESSOR DICKIE ON ARCHITECTURAL 
THOUGHT.

A t the M anchester University recently, Professor 
Dickie, who has just been appointed to the chair of 
architecture, delivered his first lecture. Sir Alfred 
Hopkinson, who presided, gave him a hearty welcome 
to the University and city. Speaking of the work of 
the session, the Vice-Chancellor said that special 
attention would be given to the subject of architec­
tural design, and at Professor D ickie’s instance a 
slight change had been made in the arrangements so 
that students would be able to take the whole of at 
least one day in the week for design at the Manchester 
Municipal School of Art. Two short special courses 
had been arranged. Mr. Phythian would give a course 
of lectures on painting— especially Italian painting, 
including mosaics and frescoes— in relation to archi­
tecture, and in the Lent term Mr. W. H. Ward would 
give a course on Renaissance architecture. Both 
courses would be of interest not only to students of 
architecture, but also to those who took an interest 
in Italian art and in the historical point of view.

Professor Dickie, in the course of an address on 
impressions occurring in the presentation of architec­
tural thought, said the deplorable condition of the 
public mind towards architecture was frequently 
discussed, and it was encouraging to find in certain 
quarters a steadily increasing interest, especially in 
domestic work, which it was hoped would develop into 
more than individual movement. A knowledge of 
architecture was not easily attained, and the criticism 
of the public must alw ays be confined within indefin­
able limits which could only expand as the architecture 
with which it was surrounded increased in truth and 
beauty.

Good Architecture
Architects frequently said that they must educate 

the public before they could have good architecture ; 
it would be nearer the mark to say that they must 
have good architecture before they could educate the 
public. Speaking more particularly of church building, 
Professor Dickie said the Gothic style appeared as 
the result of an architectural eruption from the crater 
of human expression which burst upon the world from 
nowhere. Religious enthusiasm reared in a day such 
a forest of offerings to high heaven that there was no 
period in history which could compare in the volume 
and tension of its abandonment to building. The 
divine fire was in all men, and it burnt in all their 
works. In these days Christianity had become more 
closely wedded to c h a rity ; offerings took a more 
practical form, and, much as it might move their 
artistic soul to sorrow, they must, he feared, seek 
other sources of inspiration in architecture. Churches 
were built, but they arose out of less m ystery and 
romance. Their beauty was intended more to satisfy 
man than to appease God. Church building had 
become more a m atter of business considerations ; 
committees discussed the cost at so much per seat, 
while architects in competition strove to supply the 
article at that much. And people asked why was it 
that our modern Gothic lacked the spirit of the old. 
It would be a miracle if it did not. But, as architects, 
they had a. great inheritance, and to those who had 
souls to stir these monuments of ecstasy would ever

remain as an inspiration and as manifestations of the 
heights to which high ideals could raise both man and 
his work.

Professor Tout moved and Mr. Garnett seconded 
a vote of thanks to Professor Dickie.

GREY COLLEGE (English Church) CHAPEL and 
WEST BLOEMFONTEIN CHURCH.

This building is intended to serve as school chapel 
for English Church members of the Grey College, and 
is also for the convenience of the neighbourhood. 
The foundation stone was laid by the then Governor 
of the Free State, Sir Hamilton Goold-Adams, in 
December, 1907.

The church provides seating for eighty-four 
persons. In the nave there is the usual vestry, and 
in addition a small room is provided for the use of 
the college students, where classes will be held. The 
sanctuary is provided in a small apse approached 
by a flight of three steps. The interior shows plain 
red brickwork and dark stained woodwork relieved 
by the leaded glass of the side windows and the 
Gothic trefoil-headed stone and stained glass windows 
of the apse.

The double purpose of the church is denoted 
internally by the openwork wood screen halfway down 
the nave, the seating in front of same being reserved 
for the use of the college.

Externally, the church presents a quiet appearance 
of cream-tinted plastered walls relieved by red brick 
quoins, a deep porch with massive timbers, and effect 
is gained by the heavy shadow afforded by the large 
projection of the eaves. The cost of the building 
was £ 7 90. The architect is Mr. Frederick W. M asey, 
Licentiate R .I.B .A ., of Bloemfontein, who studied in 
England in the Royal Academ y Schools and in the 
offices of Messrs. Alfred W aterhouse and Son and 
Sir Aston Webb, R.A. Before settling in Bloemfon­
tein, he was for a time a member of the staff in the 
office of his brother (the late Mr. Francis M asey), of 
the firm of Messrs. Herbert Baker and M asey, Cape 
Town.

The dispute between Mr. Jacob Epstein, sculptor 
of the Oscar Wilde monument erected in Pere la Chaise 
cemetery. Paris, and the cemetery authorities has 
been settled, and the monument is to be unveiUd 
shortly. Excention was taken to the design of the 
winged stone figure.

*  *  *  *

A bronze tablet will shortly be placed in the tower 
at University Buildings, Bristol, to commemorate the 
valuable work accomplished by Mr. J. W. Arrowsmith 
in connection with the University. The tablet has 
been designed by Mr. G. H. Oakley, and one portion 
consists of a representation of the Arrowsmith book­
plate designed by Mr. W alter Crane.

*  *  *  *

Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch will unveil the tablet 
which has been erected in Bristol Cathedral in memory 
of Sir Jonathan Trewlawnay, who was Bishop of 
Bristol at the time of his confinement in the Tower of 
London in 1688. The inscription emphasises the event, 
and alludes to his “ courage for conscience’s sake.”
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Considerable interest has been taken in the letter 
of Mr. Herbert Baker, F .R .I.B .A ., which recently 
appeared in the “ T im es,”  and which we give in 
extenso :—

The K in g ’s Decree to build a new capital of India 
at Delhi brings into prominence the question of the 
style of architecture to be employed.

It is a question of Imperial as well as of artistic 
importance ; as an event in the history of architecture 
it may perhaps be compared to the building of 
Constantinople. The problem of architectural style 
with which Constantine and his architects had to deal 
— even if in those days they were conscious of such 
problems at all— were easy of solution as compared 
with those which have to be faced to-day at Delhi. 
The constructive genius of the Romans had by the 
fourth century already absorbed all that it required 
of the arts and artists of the conquered nations. It 
had fused the characteristics of East and W est, of 
Greece, Western Asia, Egypt, and Italy in the new 
architecture, which remained, for all that, essentially 
the offspring of Imperial Rome. The buildings of 
Constantine’s new city were in the direct line of 
evolution from Hadrian’s Pantheon to Justinian’s 
St. Sophia. Yet the founding of the new capital, in 
spite of the haste and carelessness with which it 
seems to have been built, must have given a great 
impetus to the later developments of Roman architec­
ture which we now call Byzantine.

Tlje problem of Delhi, however, presents much 
greater difficulties due to the wide divergence of race 
and clirpate which separate East and W est in 
the ''British Empire, and fusion may well seem as 
impossible in architecture as in race and national 
characteristics. The streams of art which flowed 
north and west to England, and those which flowed 
south and east to Persia and India in Moslem archi­
tecture, cannot now be recognised as having sprung, 
for the most part, from the same fountain in the arts 
of Rome. Indian architecture would be as hopeless 
an exotic if planted in England as Gothic and the 
more formal Renaissance of the northern schools have 
proved in India.

There are those who contend for the elimination 
of all cqnscious recognition of convention and tradition 
in architecture, and believe that the golden age of a 
new style may be brought about, not by the adapta­
tion of traditional methods, but by following, as in

engineering, the rational demands of m aterials and 
construction. But it is doubtful whether even those 
who might have faith in this theory in the abstract 
would venture on the experiment in India, where 
sentiment and tradition have such deep significance.

The Spirit of British Rule.
The most popular decision would probably lie in 

the choice of the best of the Indian styles as the 
basis of the design for the new city. Such a choice 
would, no doubt, strongly appeal to those who have 
felt the fascination of the ancient art of India, and 
to all who may have been shocked by the atrocities 
which have resulted from unsympathetic attem pts to 
transplant the ideas of Victorian art to that country. 
And if the question is left to politicians they may 
not improbably, as is their wont, seek the line of 
least resistance in some spurious compromise which 
would be defended as a generous appeal to the natural 
pride of the natives of India in their art and history. 
Yet, if the architecture of Delhi is to bear its full 
significance to the present and future generations, it 
must be a crystallisation of all the chief elements that 
make up the India of to-day. The new capital is not 
merely the shrine of the glory of India, but it is to be 
the living centre of the administration. First and 
foremost it is the spirit of British sovereignty which 
must be imprisoned in its stone and bronze. The new 
capital must be the sculptural monument of the good 
government and unity which India, for the first time 
in its history, has enjoyed under British rule. British 
rule in India is not a mere veneer of government and 
culture. It is a new civilisation in growth, a blend 
of the best elements of East and W est. The effect 
of this will remain even should British sovereignty 
ever depart from the shores of India. In the words 
of Lord Curzon, “ Our work is righteous and it shall 
endure.” It is to this great fact that the architecture 
of Delhi should bear testimony.

W hat British rule means in India is well described 
in an article published in the first number of the 
“ Round Table —

“ So long as the. consciousness of civilised man 
recognises government as the noblest task of the race, 
so long by administering India is our pride of place 
unquestioned. No nation in modem times has done 
the like or can aspire to do it. To hold India, with 
its hundreds of races and religions and languages, 
and castes and customs, to be possessed of such a
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heritage of history, learning, and romance is an 
achievement for which the world’s records show but 
one parallel. Thothmes and Sennacherib, Alexander 
and Napoleon never did the like. Only Rome in her 
greatest days did what England has been doing, as a 
matter of course, for one hundred years ! We honour 
Rome, after two thousand years, for her genius for 
law and order and administration; we kindle to her 
poet’ s boast—

‘ Haec est in gremium captos quae sola recepit ’ ; 
and yet with how much greater right can we make it 
ours? We, we in India, have found out and taught 
a modern world how to govern a continent incapable 
of the task itself ; and when the future annals of a 
steadily skrinking world are written the achievement 
will rank higher than the broadest-minded decrees of 
the Senate or the most generous edicts of the Caesars.”

Have architects, with their allied artists and 
craftsmen, ever before had a more inspiring idea to 
immortalise through their arts?

The Hindo-Saracenic Style.
We can now consider whether any existing Indian 

style of architecture can be made the vehicle for 
expressing this conception of orderly government—  
apart, for the present, from any question of British 
tradition. The selection of the site of the capital of 
the Moghul Empire obviously points, if we have to 
choose an Indian style, to that of the Moslem or 
Indo-Saracenic architecture, of which the best 
examples are found in the neighbourhood of Delhi. 
It consists of a form of Arabian art with Persian, 
Indian, and Chinese influences. Fergusson says of it, 
“ Though it is but one out of many, the Moghul is the 
only practical style.” Professor Lethaby, the best of 
all authorities, describes the characteristics of Eastern 
Moslem architecture as “ elasticity, intricacy, and 
glitter— and suggestion of fountain spray and singing 
birds.”  Fergusson again, in his “ History of Indian 
and Eastern A rchitecture,”  tells us that this style 
“ does not rank amongst those great styles which 
have been evolved on constructive principles, for it 
is on the decorative side that it is specially expres­
sive.” And, again, the American historian of archi­
tecture, Russell Sturgis, says :—

“ The student of Eastern art cannot accept as 
important in the architectural sequence any of these 
later Moslem buildings. They are interesting in 
d e ta il; and even their detail is more interesting by 
its minute delicacy than as aiding seriously to the 
total effect of the building.”

More need hardly be said to prove that, while in 
this style we m ay have the means to express the 
charm and fascination of India, yet it has not the 
constructive and geom etrical qualities necessary to 
embody the idea of law and order which has been 
produced out of chaos by the British Administration. 
Our admiration for the old architecture can surely 
best be demonstrated by leaving the buildings of old 
Delhi alone, sacred as the monument of the Empire 
of the Moghuls and unsoiled by imitation in the new 
city. We could it is true, by tracing back this Moghul 
architecture fo its origin, found a new style on the 
[Hirer forms of the Saracenic of Cairo and Damascus. 
In skilful hands, no doubt, a beautiful city would 
result, but it would not be typically Indian— indeed, 
to Hindu sentiment it would be entirely alien— and
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still less would it be British Indian. Should we not 
be guided by a truer and more natural instinct if we 
fearlessly put the stamp of British sovereingty on the 
monument of the great work of which the Empire 
should be so proud? By so doing we should be 
following the precedent of the Greeks, the Romans, 
and of the Saracens themselves when, later in their 
history, they had put their own impress on the arts 
which they had at first absorbed.

The English Classic Style.
We can dismiss at once Gothic architecture from 

our purview. The style had its origin in the endeavour 
to admit into the interior of buildings as much light 
and sun as possible. And it was the outcome of the 
spirit of the Crusades, which has no counterpart in 
our time. It has proved, and must always prove, a 
failure aw ay from the northern skies which gave it 
birth. We naturally turn to the architecture of our 
public buildings in England while the Empire was in 
the making, the classic style of Jones and Wren and 
their followers in the eighteenth century, and the 
pastime of Chatham and the Empire builders. In 
England it differed on the side of simplicity from that 
prevailing on the Continent, which took its fashions 
from the Court of Louis XIV. Wren, in a letter from 
Paris, condemning the frivolity of the fashionable 
building in vogue there, made his famous statement 
that good architecture must always have “ the 
Attributes of Eternal.”  It was the genius of Wren 
which interpreted the English character and stamped 
sanity and sobriety on our architecture. The best 
buildings of that period have eminently the attributes 
of law, order, and government, to the extent, some 
might say, of dulness, the defect of these qualities.

It is important to consider whether this style can 
be adapted to the need of a tropical climate ; and 
whether we are to be dismayed by the failures in the 
past to which reference has been made. The difficulty 
of the northern architect working in the classical style 
has always been to reconcile the demands made by 
the northern climate—-many big sunlit windows, high- 
pitched roofs, shallow cornices, and big chimneys— 
with the principles of classic proportions. Wren 
wondered— and regretted, probably, that the bonds 
of classical authority were so strong in his day— at 
the prevailing “ affectation of colonnades,”  and the 
pedantic use of their meaningless survival in pilasters. 
But the colonnade, if rarely needed in England, is 
always desirable in Southern Europe and our Southern 
Dominions, and is absolutely essential for protection 
from tropical sun and rain in the plains of India. And 
similarly every feature o f.c la ssic  architecture which 
has proved a stumbling-block to the northern architect 
becomes a rational, necessity when he .works in 
brighter and hotter climates. Thus the style, without 
losing its more “ eternal ” qualities and finer national 
characteristics, should gain in freedom and power of 
expression by adaptation and expansion to the needs 
of a more southern climate. In the hands of a master 
the dross should be left behind and fine gold only 
survive.

Eastern Features.
It may be asked, however, whether the employ- 

ment of such a style rules out any of the nobler 
features of Indian architecture. The colonnade and 
arcade— two or three deep, if  need be— the open court
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of audience, are common features in southern classical 
architecture. The deep portal arch of Persia and India 
has its prototype in the classical exedra common in 
the Roman bath and well known in the Vatican. The 
pride of Indian architecture, the dome, has its highest 
manifestation in St. Paul’s. And the magnificent 
ground planning of the Taj Mahal is but an Eastern 
example of the “ grand m anner”  of the West.

There should exist, therefore, in the style which 
has been advocated all the necessary elements ready 
to the hand of the architectural alchemist. But to 
the artist’s creative power must be added sanity of 
judgment. He must avoid a Whitehall on the one 
hand, and a Palace of Delights which might come 
perilously near a “ White C it y ”  on the other. His 
architecture must have the spirit of life and of growtii, 
so that it may take root in the country and not prove 
sterile and unproductive in the generations to come. 
There must be no conscious straining after invention 
or originality, to which sincerity in following the true 
and natural laws alone can give birth. There must be 
good building and a frank acceptance of modern 
methods and materials. The controlling mind must 
heat and weld into his orderly conception all that 
India has to give him of subtlety and industry in 
craftsmanship. And lastly, he must so fire the 
imaginations of the painters, sculptors, and craftsmen 
of the Empire, that they may, interfusing their arts 
with his, together raise a permanent record of the 
“ history, learning, and rom ance” of India.

If these fixed stars are kept clear in the vision of 
the architect, he should, by following the precedents 
of the best traditions of English architecture, and 
keeping an open mind for the needs and requirements 
of India and its Government, satisfy both the demands 
of the new Delhi and go far to develop a new style of 
architecture, which should have spontaneous growth 
throughout India and in the tropical dependencies of 
the British Empire. English art at its highest should 
at least bring no harm to India. Our best architects 
and artists, inspired by the character and genius of 
Wren, and the great teachers of the last century, are 
engaged in establishing historical records that can 
say for England, as Pericles said of the Greeks, “ We 
are lovers of the Beautiful, yet simple in our taste : 
and we cultivate the arts without loss of manliness.”

LORD CURZON’S SUGGESTIONS
Writing to the “ Times ”  under the heading, “ The 

Evolution of the Classical S ty le ,”  Lord Curzon says :
I hope it will not be thought an impertinence for 

one who, while in India, was called upon to make a 
close study of Indian architecture, and had oppor­
tunities of seeing all the finest buildings in the various 
styles, to offer a few observations on the question 
raised by you on W ednesday— viz., the style to be 
adopted in the erection of the new Delhi.

I entertain little doubt that the main contention 
of Mr. Herbert Baker’s article and of your own leading 
article is sound, and that the new city, or at least the 
Government House and the public buildings attached 
to it (Council House, the Secretariat, etc.), will most 
advantageously be built in some variation of the 
classical style. The question of the style to be 
adopted in public edifices erected by the British in 
India was one that came repeatedly before me. I

found no accepted principle, nor indeed could there 
be one, viewing the different climate and requirements 
of different parts of the country. Not that these had 
been as a rule, as they ought to have been, the 
deciding factor. Each province or capital had followed 
the caprice of its tem porary ruler or of his Public- 
Works Department, or had accepted the taste of the 
architect whom they happened to employ. Neither 
the Government of India nor the local Governments 
had then any professional architectural advisers— a 
defect which has now been remedied— and accident, 
rather than design, had planted a Gothic High Court 
at Calcutta, plentiful imitations of Mohgul buildings 
in many parts of India, here a îd there an atrocious 
travesty of English castellated structures, every 
variety of the classical style everywhere, a peculiar 
type that was generically known as Public Works 
architecture wherever it could intrude its head, and 
a fanciful and ornate composition, with Byzantine 
features at Bombay. A few of these had been the 
work of capable architects, but the general impression 
was inharmonious and disappointing.

No doubt the first inclination of any sympathetic 
student of the problem would be— as it was mine—  
to erect Indian buildings in India, and to be satisfied 
with styles which, if not alw ays indigenous in origin, 
had been suited to the conditions of the country and 
had given free play to the im aginative genius of its 
craftsmen. So, when it was announced that there 
was to be a new capital and a new Government House 
at Delhi, it was tempting to think that its founders 
might draw their inspiration from the soil, and not 
be beholden to foreign ideas.

But a little reflection is sufficient to show that 
these considerations must defer to a more practical 
test. W hat will be the Use to which the new buildings 
will be put when erected? Will it be a use that finds 
any parallel in the purpose for which the masterpieces 
of Indian architecture were raised that excite the 
admiration of every observer?

The British Governor or Viceroy of India requires 
a house in which he can entertain on a vast scale, 
where hundreds, and sometimes thousands, of persons 
will congregate, where deputations will be received 
and levees or drawing-rooms held, where his European 
staff can live and carry on their duties, and where his 
family and guests, can be housed, under the equivalent 
to European conditions. Similarly, if we turn to the 
public buildings, the officials and clerks, Indian as 
well as European, must do their work in commodious 
and airy surroundings, with easy access to large 
libraries and rooms of official storage ; while L egis­
lative Councils and Committees, certain to increase in 
dignity and importance, must meet in spacious and 
well-ventilated halls, with accommodation for the 
public and the Press. These are an inevitable feature 
and consequence of the European system  which we 
have introduced into India. It is a non-Indian, a 
foreign, and a W estern system. Can it be satisfied 
by Indian or Asiatic architectural forms?

No Indian monarch or Moghul viceroy lived or 
worked in circum stances at all similar to those which 
I have described. His women were shut up, almost 
barricaded off, m a separate building ; his receptions 
were held in halls open to the air and were attended 
only by men ; his private quarters were small and 
almost unfurnished ; windows and glass as we use
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them were unknown ; the work of his public offices 
was often performed out of doors or in stray corners, 
with little method, comfort, or order ; he had no 
council or parliament other than a public Durbar. His 
palace in all probability required to be surrounded for 
safe ty 's  sake by great battlem ented walls, and 
resembled a fortress. For a typical palace of a Hindu 
prince in olden times we m ay turn to Udaipur ; if we 
want to see how the Moghul Emperors held their 
levees, we have but to look at the audience halls of 
Delhi, A gra, and Lahore. Even if we go much further 
back into history and examine the greatest of the 
palaces of Asiatic kings at Persepolis or Susa, we 
shall find that the ceremonies of the Court were 
performed in great semi-open halls, shielded from the 
sun by silk hangings, and that the private life of the 
monarch was lived in apartments which we should 
now compare to cupboards or cells.

W hat, then, are the styles that are open to a 
European builder of great public edifices, or even of 
superior dwelling-houses, in India at the present day? 
He will find no clue in Hindu architecture, public or 
domestic, nor would any Hindu nobleman or Raja build 
himself a palace in that style. His second alternative 
would be a reproduction of the earlier Mahomedan 
(Pathan and other) styles, or the later Indo-Saracenic 
or Moghul style. The former was evolved by condi­
tions of insecurity and w arfare, and in its sombre 
solidity reflected its origin, but it is devoid of 
suggestion for the twentieth century. The latter is 
indeed feasible, and has been succsesfully handled in 
some of the tasteful buildings erected in Rajputana 
and elsewhere by Sir Swinton Jacobs and other 
architects, and in some of the modern palaces that 
have been built by Indian princes.

But there are two reflections that seem to rule 
it out here. Well adapted as is the Moghul style to 
a mosque or a tomb, with its courts and gardens, or 
even to the “ purdah ” life of an Indian potentate, it 
is singularly ill suited to the requirements of European 
official existence, and can only be adjusted thereto 
by the introduction of forms and features which violate 
every’ principle of the original style. In fact, you 
have to build a European house, and then adorn it 
with cupolas and pavilions, in order to give it the 
semblance of a Moghul edifice. This is a fraud which 
should be equally forbidden by the canons of con­
venience and of art.

The second reason is peculiarly applicable to Delhi. 
That city still contains the buildings, secular and 
religious, and is surrounded by the towers and tombs, 
that reflect the grandest expression, during a period 
of many centuries, of the Mahomedan style. It would 
be unwise and disastrous to challenge comparison with 
these great m asterpieces on the very ground which 
they have appropriated and hallowed. Our imagina­
tion shudders at the thought of a sham Moghul city 
and Government House with Shah Jehan’s palace 
fortress and the Jumma Musjid pointing the finger of 
mute scorn at them from the one side and the tombs 
of Humayun and Safdar Jang from the other.

But is it possible to evolve in India a new and 
eclectic style, which should annex and adapt the most 
suitable features of the various Indian stydes, and 
utilise the native talent, not yet extinguished, that 
m ay still be found in that country? I recognise the
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fascination of the idea ; but I hope that those who 
are responsible will not y’ield to the temptation. Even 
were the native architect forthcoming, which I gravely 
doubt, as well as the workmen, the conditions under 
which the new Delhi is to be raised render it out of 
the question. It must be built and completed with 
no undue delay. If the work be spread out over many 
years it will constantly be changing character in 
"response to the taste of its various official occupants, 
and will end by never being finished at all.

We are thus driven by7 a process of exhaustion, 
even if we were not guided by’ expediency and taste, 
to the consideration of a foreign and Western model ; 
and of these I concur with the “ l im e s "  in thinking 
that some form of the classical style is well-nigh 
inevitable ; and by the classical styde I mean that 
which, whatever itsex tern al or local variations, rests 
both in the principles of its construction and in its 
main decorative features upon the art of Greece and 
Rome.

The form of this style which has been most widely 
adopted by the English in India, and of which the 
best extant examples are to be found at Calcutta and 
Madras, is that which was simultaneously7 planted by 
English colonists in America and the East. It may7 
be described as a colonial adaptation of the Palladian 
style. Government House at Calcutta was constructed 
in 1798-1802 upon the ground plan and to some extent 
on the model of my own home in Derbyshire, which 
was the handiwork of James Paine and Sir Robert 
Adam ; and in spite of certain obvious inconveniences 
it has served its purpose well as a  great house of 
official residence and public entertainment for a 
century.

The same style in less pretentious forms was 
adopted by the merchant princes and m agnates of 
Calcutta, and procured for it the somewhat ambitious 
title of the City of Palaces. The main ground of 
its suitability to Eastern conditions of life is that it 
admits of large and lofty rooms with ample window 
space, and that the dwelling apartments can be 
shielded from the heat and glare of the sun by broad 
verandahs and colonnades. It is pitiful to contrast 
the modern Calcutta villa, which might have been 
transplanted from any English provincial suburb, with 
the stately simplicity of the earlier colonial style.

I am far from contending that this style should 
be reproduced in its severe and sometimes inartistic 
simplicity at Delhi. Perhaps it m ay be feasible to 
adopt there some richer and more imaginative variant 
of the classical conception. If we follow the latter 
style, from its reappearance in Europe at the Renais­
sance down to the eighteenth century, we shall see 
that wherever it sprang afresh it took on some 
features peculiar to the country7 of its adoption. 
Historic traditions, the conditions of climate, the 
standards of life, stamped upon it a different charac­
ter. But of all these forms that which seems to be 
richest in possible suggestion for the East, because 
it was largely affected by Oriental ideas, was the 
Renaissance architecture of Spain, some of tfie most 
exquisite features of which are a visible legacy from 
the Moors. There are palaces and town halls and 
public buildings erected in this style ip Spain, which 
the traveller seldom sees, but which are among the 
most beautiful structures in Europe.
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T H E  C O L O U R E D  P R O B L E M
P A P E R  R E A D  B E F O R E  T H E  XII.  C L U B  O F  W A L M E R  

IN S E P T E M B E R ,  1512, BY W . J. M C W IL L IA M S ,
P O R T  E L I Z A B E T H

This subject is one that has hardly been given 
the attention it merits either by our legislators or 
the press.

In other parts of the world where the contact of 
white and black races has resulted in the production 
of a race of half-castes, they no doubt have their 
troubles to face just as we have here in South Africa ; 
but my remarks will be confined to our own country, 
and especially to our own portion of it. And the 
object of this paper will be served if a discussion of 
serious nature is aroused in our club, as I do not feel 
that I have anything in the nature of a solution of 
this important problem to place before you.

A Definition of '‘ Coloured”
That section of the people of this country described 

in the census papers as “ coloured ” is well named, 
and might well be compared with the rainbow, for, 
just as this spectrum of the sun’s rays m erges on 
the one side from the cold grey of the heavens into 
a distinct red, and then graduates in turn through 
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet, and 
the violet into the grey of the heavens again at the 
other edge, so the coloured race of this land begins 
indefinitely and merges out of the aboriginal native 
race through every tone of colour from deep, dark 
brown to the palest yellow and the European white or 
yellow Asiatic. The class is truly cosmopolitan, 
Indians, Chinese, and Arabs, as well as Europeans, 
having all had “ a finger in the pie.”

On the one hand, we have the coloured man who 
is merely a native with a touch of white blood in his 
veins ; while on the other, we have the white man 
with merely a touch of coloured blood, usually 
described as the “ tar brush.” The definition in each 
instance is so utterly indistinct that up to the present 
time our legislature and the judiciary have bee r̂ 
unable to draw anything like a practical and workable 
dividing line for the settlement of disputes.

It is a peculiar fact that the half-castes on either 
edge of the race scorn to be classed as half-breeds, 
the very dark coloured man preferring to be termed 
a native, while the very white man equally prefers, 
and naturally, too, to be termed a white man. Yet, 
the rich brown coloured man is usually proud of his 
tint, despising the higher or lower tones of “ colour.”

Half-Castes
Early Cape history goes to show that the first 

half-castes in Cape Colony were the illegitimate 
offspring of the Dutch settlers and their black slaves, 
and I know of no legalised m arriages between the 
white and black races until the advent of British 
rule.

A reference to the census returns shows that the 
coloured population of Cape Colony is increasing at 
a more rapid pace than the Europeans. In 1875, the 
number of coloureds was returned as 74,328, while in 
1904, the number had increased to 279,662, or an 
advance of near fourfold.

In 1875, the number of Europeans was returned 
as 236,783, rising in 1894 to 579,741, an increase of 
far less than threefold. With these results must be 
considered the fact that the coloured are all born in 
the country, while a vast number of the Europeans 
are immigrants from overseas— and emigration to 
other South African States of both races would 
probably be in proportion to their numbers as returned 
by the census ; moreover, there must also be 
considered the great mortality amongst the coloured 
people compared with that amongst the Europeans.

I once heard Mr. Malan and Mr. Burton discussing 
the coloured races, and the former expressed it as 
his opinion that disease, especially tuberculosis, 
wrought such havoc amongst the half-caste population 
that they could not increase to any extent that would 
be likely to become a serious menace to the white 
population.

Mr. Malan, no doubt, had some facts to guide him 
in giving such an opinion ; but I hardly think the 
statistics just quoted could be taken as anything but 
a direct contradiction of his remark.

There is, however, no doubt that pulmonary 
tuberculosis is rife amongst the coloured people, as 
any medical practitioner can testify, and as recent 
events in this town clearly indicate ; but there seems 
to be no easily available evidence in the form of 
statistics to show by how much the death-rate due 
to this disease amongst coloured people exceeds that 
amongst the European people.

My earliest recollection of the coloured people 
was that they were employed almost exclusively as 
domestic servants, farm labourers, stable hands, etc. 
Never a one was found in those days— the early 
’eighties— who could read or write or attem pt any­
thing that could be considered in the light of skilled 
labour, and few — very few— were able to speak 
English to any extent. In those days the men usually 
dressed in thick corduroy— usually some Dutchm an’s 
cast-offs, and the women wore cheap print frocks and 
stiffly ironed sun-bonnets or “ kap jies.”  To-day, 
things are very different. I should like to hear 
Carlyle on the subject.

Skilled Labour
The coloured man to-day is found in employment 

in almost every sphere of skilled and industrial labour, 
he is generally able to read and write well, and to
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speak the English language as well as the average 
European. He dresses in fine cloth, and shows white 
linen ; while the women may be seen even in hobble 
skirts !

In Port Elizabeth, according to the census returns 
of the years previously quoted, there does not appear 
to be the same rate of increase in the coloured 
population as for the whole colony, nor is the rate 
of increase over the European population so marked. 
In 1875, in Port Elizabeth, there were 4,274 coloured, 
and in 1904 there were 7,248, or less than double the 
number. Whereas in 1875 there were 11,673 whites, 
and in 1904, 21,987, also just less than double. So 
that from this it would appear that elsewhere in the 
colony the increase must have been proportionately 
g reater; however that may be, the fact remains that 
the number of coloured people is yearly increasing.

It is a strange thing that coloured men rarely 
engage for service on the mines of the Transvaal or 
Kimberley. Whether it is that they are physically 
unfit or that the w ages are not a sufficient inducement 
it is difficult to say. One would think that as surface 
hands in operating the skips or in mule driving on 
the dump heaps they would prove excellent labour, 
but they are seldom to be seen at this work on the 
W itwatersrand.

It is evident all over the colony that the coloured 
people do not care to be classed as Kaffirs, nor do 
they care to rest content with the kind of labour 
which usually falls to the lot of the aboriginal natives. 
Consequently, they have gradually worked their way 
into the ranks of the skilled artisans, and in this 
sphere many of them, yea, thousands of them, find 
constant employment at considerably high rates of 
pay.

At one time here in Port Elizabeth it was a rare 
thing to see any but M alays employed in the trade 
of the plasterer, and you will be surprised to hear 
that during the erection of the Standard Bank in 
Main Street, M alays and their coloured assistants 
performed the whole of the plaster work on that 
building.

Mala} Tradesmen
These Malay tradesmen, also their colleagues the 

Malay painters, seem to have spread the knowledge 
of their craft amongst the coloured men in this town 
and district, for to-day ninety per cent, of the 
plasters and painters in Port Elizabeth are coloured, 
and very few, if any, of them can be classed as 
thorough- and reliable tradesmen. Their methods are 
slipshod and their knowledge of the craft very limited. 
Still they are gradually becoming more proficient, and 
they enter more and more into competition with white 
artisans, which latter have been steadily compelled 
to retire from the field, the w age for which these 
coloured competitors are prepared to work being far 
too. low to keep a white man with a fam ily to provide 
for and. children to educate.

In the employ of the Port Elizabeth Electric Tram ­
w ay Company are a number of coloured men engaged 
as linesmen. These seem to have come to stay, and 
one cannot but admit that this class of work requires 
a very considerable amount of skill.

Of recent years there has been a very marked 
influx of all grades of coloured people to the coastal 
towns of Cape Colony, due, undoubtedly, to the
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increasing demand for cheap coloured labour in the 
many m anufacturing industries recently established 
wherein payment is all based on piecework, a method 
responsible for all the evils of the sweating system 
that has wrought and is still working such havoc in 
England and other large m anufacturing countries.

My business leads me four times in each year all 
over the most important business houses of Port 
Elizabeth, and I can assure you I see enough to 
make me stop and ponder on the doorstep more than 
once on a round of visits. Only a short while ago I 
had occasion to visit a factory in the leather trade, 
an establishment the existance of which I was not 
previously aware, and 011 entering was surprised to 
see about seventy or eighty men all hard at work 
turning out various classes of leather goods, and of 
this number there were only about a dozen who were 
not quite coloured.

In another factory I saw some fifty or sixty hands 
busy at work turning out various articles of furniture, 
anything from a kitchen table of deal to an elaborate 
carved and polished sideboard. These, again, were 
nearly all coloured ; and this was the first occasion 
on which I had seen the coloured man using the saw 
and the plane.

In Port Elizabeth to-day there is a large and well- 
known printing establishment where a large staff of 
European compositors, cutters, and lithographers are 
employed under the supervision of a decidedly coloured 
foreman.

Furniture Manufacturing
In Cape Town, three or four years ago, a firm that 

had found it desirable to liquidate the furniture 
manufacturing section of its business had in their 
employ two coloured men. These were engaged first 
as handy men, just’ to knock together American 
imported goods ; but gradually they learnt to use the 
saw and the plane, and eventually could turn out 
quite a decent kitchen table or simple hall stand. 
During liquidation, the cabinetmakers were in turn 
dismissed, and at the last these two coloured men 
had to go too, but they had been thrifty, and at 
leaving asked to be allowed to have two or three of 
the machines in the workshop on the hire purchase 
system , and offered ;£Too between them as security, 
which was accepted. They then lured a wood and 
iron shed at fifteen shillings a month, erected the 
machines, and started out for themselves, first of all 
in a small way, buying planks just as they used them 
up, sometimes selling articles to their former 
employers, who were so astonished at the low price 
that they thought they must soon “ go under.” Not 
so, however, and in course of time these two coloured 
men took in a couple of others like themselves, with 
a few pounds capital, and to-day th ey  run a flourishing 
business and occupy the whole of a four-storey block 
of buildings as their cabinet factory. A better 
instance than this of the ambitions of the coloured 
man it would be difficult indeed to quote.

Wages of Coloured People
If in . Cape Colony these coloured people are thus 

enabled to earn w ages equal to those of the white 
men engaged on similar work, it is obvious that, with 
his much simpler manner of living and less social 
position to uphold, the coloured man will have the 
better chance of giving his children an education, and



December 2nd, 1912. THE AFRICAN ARCHITECT. 10 9

G R E Y  C O L L E G E  C H A P E L  A N D  W E S T  B L O E M F O N T E IN  C H U R C H
The portion eastward of the screen is for the College boys. The screen had to be provided out of a gift sum of £25



1 1 6 TIIE AFRICAN ARCHITECT. December 2nd, 1912.

as time goes on the whole class will rise with 
increasing rapidity into competition with the whites 
in a higher social scale where hitherto their presence 
has not been known This, of course, gives rise to 
many visions in our minds as to the appearance in 
the near future of the faces sitting at the desks of 
the counting house of the local merchants, or of the 
recently combined banking institution which latter 
will then be truly national. I have been informed on 
the most reliable authority that there are no less 
than three hundred accounts standing under the 
names of coloured persons in the books of one single 
firm in Port Elizabeth, and th ese . accounts, though 
often small, are regularly met and very safe. Who 
would have thought, tw enty years ago, of giving 
coloured people credit? Unless, perhaps, the early 
Chinaman or a small European grocer in a weekly 
tea and sugar transaction.

Up to the present there has been no friction to 
speak of between the coloured class and the white 
population or the natives. They have hitherto 
evidently been content to take their inferiority for 
granted. They did, however, make some attempt 
to organise an agitation in Cape Town to have a 
clause inserted in the Constitution of the Union 
whereby the same franchise would be assured to 
coloured people in all the Provinces of the Union 
as that established in Cape Colony. This agitation 
soon fizzled out, partly, no doubt, owing to lack of 
funds, but chiefly through their having no experience 
in pulling together and to the need of able leaders, 
Dr. Abduraman being probably the only speaker in 
their ranks,

The Franchise
There can be no doubt that the fact of the 

franchise having been granted under Union to the 
coloureds in Cape Colony will be the means of 
preventing, in some degree, their emigration to other 
Provinces of the Union, and of m aterially raising their 
status, thus enabling them the better to maintain 
their self-respect and to fit themselves more for the 
inroads they have already made with so much success 
into the fields of employment hitherto reserved by 
superior ability and intellect to respectable white 
citizens. No white man with self-respect can hope 
to. compete with the coloured man in the field of 
skilled labour, and here it is that the problem is 
faced— here it is that the battle begins between the 
white man and the half-breed ; where it will end, who 
among us can say? Under conditions prevailing 
to-day I can see nothing for it but that the white 
man must “ go to the w all.”

What remedy can be devised?
It has been suggested that legislation should be 

brought about to establish a minimum w age, but 
what can a minimum w age do in cases where the 
payment is based upon piecework. So far as I 
understand it, the minimum w age is intended to make 
quality of workmanship the first essential in selecting 
labour, but surely, even if this is so, and the intention 
is successful, the remedy can only be of service for 
but a short while, for will not the coloured man soon 
fit himself for competition in the w ay of efficiency 
too?

Building- Contracts
Several m aster builders throughout South Africa, 

more particularly in the inland Provinces, have

endeavoured to persuade the Government to insert 
a clause in all building contracts let by the Public 
Works Department prohibiting the employment of 
skilled coloured labour. With what success they have 
met I am not aware ; in any case it is only the 
building trade that this clause would affect ; but, 
much as I should like to see it inserted, I feel sure 
that the Government will find it a troublesome subject 
to tackle, since it practically precludes one section of 
the people from pursuing their legitim ate trade and 
earning a living on works performed from moneys 
derived from the general taxpayers, of whom that 
section forms a part ; and, besides this, much 
litigation would be involved by the disputes that 
would be bound to arise in defining who were coloured 
and who were not. Surely there is no law that could 
be enacted on the foundations of British justice 
capable of seriously retarding the progress, both 
morally and m aterially, of the coloured people of this 
country. Therefore I think it highly probable that 
South Africa will never be a white man’s country, 
and that the best we can hope for is a population 
consisting of three classes divided fairly distinctly 
socially, but all industrious in the arts of peace and 
war, loyal to their country and to their Sovereign on 
the British Throne.

The Only Policy
Any laws, to retard the natural upward progress 

of the coloured races could only be based on injustice, 
and would very probably result in the land being 
involved in a constant state of turmoil and of civil 
strife. Probably Cecil Rhodes had the fear of some­
thing of this sort in his mind when, many years ago, 
he proclaimed the doctrine of “ Equal rights to all 
civilised men south of the Zambesi ”  as the only 
policy that could make for the permanent peace and 
welfare of South Africa.

ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETIES AND 
INSTITUTIONS.

THE SOCIETY OF AECHITECTS 
Reference to South African Branch

In the twenty-eighth annual report of the Society 
of Architects, for the year 1911-12, the Council recall, 
with regard to the registration of architects, that 
early in the session the Council of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, after further consultation with 
the representatives of the Council of the Society, 
drafted a new supplemental charter and by-laws to 
enable the arrangements previously provisionally 
agreed upon to be carried into effect, and in January 
last a special general meeting of the Royal Institute 
was held to consider the question of applying for a 
new supplemental charter and by-laws to authorise 
the Council of the Royal Institute to enter into a 
conditional agreem ent with the Council of the Society 
of Architects. A copy of these documents and the 
explanatory statement of policy drawn up by the 
Royal Institute and submitted to their members was 
at the same time sent to the members of the Society 
for their information. At this meeting the whole 
matter was referred back to the Council of the Royal 
Institute, who thereupon appointed a committee to 
consider and report upon the subject. It is understood

[Continued on page x.
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that this committee has held a number of meetings, 
and that from time to time it has been reconstituted 
or strengthened, but up to the present the results of 
its deliberations have not been made known to the 
Council of the Society.

This Council had already decided that the routine 
work of the Society should continue without reference 
to the negotiations proceeding between the two 
Councils, and they have now decided to also take up 
the registration question and to resume activities at 
the point at which they were temporarily suspended 
two years ago pending the negotiations referred to. 
Steps are therefore being taken to reintroduce the 
Society’s Registration Bill during the next session of 
Parliament.

The South African Membersh'p
It is further recorded that the membership of the 

South African branch now stands at forty-one, and 
there is every indication of further extension in this 
direction in the near future. With regard to the 
progress of registration in South Africa, it is under­
stood that the proposed new Union Bill will be 
presented to Parliament next session, or as soon as 
the members of the various architectural bodies 
interested have agreed on the clauses of the Bill.

Turning to the students’ section of the Society, 
the Council record that efforts have been made during 
the session to develop this section with a view to

adding to its scope and numbers. A projected series 
of discussions had to be discontinued, but quarterly 
competitions were inaugurated and resulted in some 
excellent work being submitted. Sketching visits were 
again attempted, but had to be abandoned owing to 
insufficient support. The large m ajority of students, 
who now number two hundred and thirty-six, reside in 
the country, and are therefore debarred to a large 
extent from taking part in meetings in London.

The General Purposes Committee has been princi­
pally engaged in carrying out an instruction from the 
Council to embody in the articles of association the 
scheme adopted by the Council for reorganising the 
students’ section and examinations, etc., and in 
considering and reporting upon the desirability or 
otherwise of amplifying or revising the articles in 
other directions in order to better meet the present 
requirements of the Society and to provide for future 
developments. The following are the chief revisions 
proposed: The new articles will (inter alia) define 
more fully the qualifications and privileges of honorary 
and retired members, members, graduates, and 
students. Graduates will be a new class, examined 
only in design and general culture, the object being 
to eliminate students who show no real aptitude for 
the profession. The age limit for direct membership 
is to be raised from twenty-eight to thirty years, and 
the method of election of members, etc., is to be by 
show of hands unless a ballot is demanded. Honorary 
members, graduates, and students are to be elected 
by the Council. It is proposed to make the certificate 
of membership renewable from year to year and to 
suspend from privileges a member who has not 
renewed his certificate by March 31st, or if not 
renewed by June 30th to exclude him subject to his 
having power to apply for reinstatement if the renewal 
is made before September 1st. There is to be a 
special general meeting in October for the election of 
officers, etc., it being proposed that the annual general 
meeting for consideration of the report and balance 
sheet shall be held at a later date, so that both may 
be presented together. The powers of the Council are 
to be widened in regard to dealing with any alleged 
breach of professional etiquette, if called upon to do 
so. The Council have co-operated with the R.I.B.A. 
in a number of cases where the conditions of public 
architectural competitions have been considered un­
satisfactory by notifying the members and requesting 
them not to compete, which request the Council has 
reason to believe has been loyally complied with ; and 
a considerable number of cases on points of practice 
have been received and dealt with by the committee.

Profes«i«nal Defence
The question of forming a board of professional 

defence for the purpose of advising and if necessary 
assisting members in cases involving matters of 
general professional interest to the profession on 
points of practice has been carefully considered, and 
with this object an advisory committee has been 
formed, while an adequate sum has been earmarked 
to form the nucleus of a defence fund for use when 
necessary in forwarding the objects of professional 
defence. Cases submitted to the secretary will be 
brought before the board, who will advise the Council 
on the merits, and if the interests involved are of 
such importance to the profession generally as to
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warrant any action being taken by the Society as a 
corporate body the board will further advise the 
Council as to what course the Society should follow.

The membership of the Society in 1912 was one 
thousand two hundred and fourteen. The Council 
have adopted a scheme for grading the membership, 
having in view the time when examination will be the 
only test of qualification for admittance to the Society. 
The Society is to consist of students, graduates, and 
members. Suggestions for a set of regulations or 
code of professional ethics have been drawn up and 
distributed to the members for their consideration.

The whole of the Society’s examination scheme is 
under revision, and in due course there will be two 
examinations, one for admission as graduates, and 
the other for admission as members. The details of 
the scheme are in the hands of the committee and will 
be published in due course.

It is noted that since the last annual meeting the 
Copyright A ct has become law, and so far as the 
Council are able to judge it would appear that the 
general effect of the Act is to entitle architecture to 
the same recognition and protection as painting and 
sculpture, as artistic work. The advantages of the 
Act to the architect are (inter alia) that to some 
extent it settles the question of the ownership of his 
own drawings, which are also protected from 
unlicensed copying, and cannot be used over again 
for another building. The copyright is, however, 
vested in the building owner, and passes to the client 
unless granted to the architect by agreement between 
the parties, and it would seem that unless this is 
done or the building can be shown to be a work of 
art there is no protection against its being reproduced. 
Also while dam ages can be claimed for infringement 
of copyright, an injunction to restrain the erection
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of a building or an order for its demolition cannot be 
obtained once the building has been commenced.

The Council have had under consideration a 
proposal for introducing into England a system of 
education on similar lines to the Ateliers of the Ecole 
des Beaux Arts, in Paris, and, being of opinion that 
it is desirable to extend this system  in England, have 
appointed a committee to confer with educationists 
on the subject and report in due course.

The Architectural Association
A t the opening meeting of the new session of the 

Architectural Association, held at 18, Tufton Street, 
Westminster, on October 14th, the presidential 
address was read by Mr. Horsley, F .R .I.B .A ., from 
which we take the' following extracts of general 
interest to architects : Founded over sixty years ago 
by a few earnest men to fill a blank in their artistic 
lives, our society has consistently advanced along the 
path of progress and development. It began as a 
society founded by architects for architects, to assist 
them in acquiring a fuller and more complete know­
ledge of their art, and it is still, 1 am thankful to say, 
m anaged by architects for the same most excellent 
object.

Important Development of the Day School
This evening I will turn to a development in its 

work which the Council and those most interested in 
it believe to be one of no little importance. This is 
the institution of a third year in the Day School course 
in the School of Architecture. Hitherto, as you all 
know, the two years spent in the D ay School have 
been chiefly of use to the student as an admirable 
introduction to the art of architecture. They prepared 
the w ay for the more advanced study in the Evening 
School’ in the third and fourth years, where much
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excellent work has been done. In the future the first 
two years will still fulfil these preparatory functions, 
and in those cases where a student cannot attend a 
third year in the D ay School he will be able, as 
heretofore, to complete his course and obtain his 
certificate in the Evening School in his fourth year. 
But to those students who take advantage of the new 
institution I believe that time will prove it to be of 
great benefit. First, because, if good workers, they 
will be able to obtain their certificates in three years 
instead of four ; and, secondly, because they will be 
far better equipped for the work which will fall to 
their share on entering, as pupils or assistants, an 
architect’s office. Here we come to a very important 
reason for the institution of this new regime. The 
complaint has been not infrequently made in the past 
that the two years' course was not a period of 
sufficient length to properly equip a man for work in 
an office ; to meet this complaint the third year has 
been instituted.

Under the able direction of Mr. Robert Atkinson, 
the all-important subject of design will be carefully 
studied, and it is the firm opinion of the Council that 
the prolongation of the probationary period must 
prove to be of the utmost advantage to our Day 
School students.

Extension of the Evening School
There will, of course, be in our own Evening School 

advanced training of a very thorough and carefully- 
prepared type. The Evening School has always been 
a great feature in our work, and it is to be continued 
and much improved. In it lectures will be given which 
will be of use to all who are preparing for the final 
examination of the Royal Institute of British Archi­
tects. The work will be of an advanced description, 
but it will be more adapted for those who are only 
able to spend two years in the D ay School and for 
those who are only in London for a comparatively 
short time.

Turning again to the advantages offered to a 
student by the Royal Academ y, I must point out that 
the prizes which can be gained for good work are of 
great value. The principal of them is, of course, the 
gold medal and travelling studentship for one year’s 
study abroad, of the value of £206, which is offered 
for competition every two years. Ever since its 
institution this prize has deservedly been the “ blue 
ribbon”  of the student’ s career.

But I should like to remind you here that the 
provision for the equipment of our architects o f the 
future is not yet finished. As you all know, the 
foundation of studentships at the School at Rome is 
now an accomplished fact. No doubt the number of

studentships compared with the number of competitors 
will be few ; but, nevertheless, the institution of this 
important competition will tend to make our whole 
scheme of architectural education in this country more 
thorough. For although all competitors cannot be 
winners of prizes, all may be inspired to do good 
work.

The Architect's Aim and Purpose
My reason for devoting, however inadequately, 

this paper chiefly to the work in the School of 
Architecture is twofold— first, to point out the new 
development of our system ; secondly, to remind 
ourselves of the real purpose underlying all our efforts 
— namely, to help forward the course of our art, and 
to hand on the torch, as M. Gaudet has said, to our 
successors.

In my address last year I emphasised the necessity 
of our education being based upon the principle that 
art is unity ; in the words of Alfred Stevens, “ I know 
but one a rt.” I referred also to the wise provision 
made many years ago in France by the great Minister 
Colbert for the education of the artists of his country 
in Paris and in Rome. I ventured to state that it was 
this very thorough system  of training which helped 
Labrouste to build his library of Ste. Genevieve in 
Paris and his notable additions to the Bibliotheque 
Nationale, which aided Duban in his building at the 
Beaux-Arts and Due at the Palais de Justice.

I think we m ay claim for the continuous course of 
training, including the advanced course at the Royal 
Academ y which the Association has now adopted 
and which I have described to you this evening, that 
not only is it founded on the principle of the unity 
of art, but that, through its conjunction with the 
opportunity for further study offered by the British 
School at Rome, we are instituting a “ very thorough 
system  of train in g” in this country.

It is gratifying to read in the annual report of 
the Council for the past session that during the past 
year the following prizes were won bv our members 
at the Royal Academ y School, viz.: The gold medal 
and travelling studentship (£200), by Mr. Alan 
Binning ; set of architectural drawings (first prize, 
silver medal), W. L. Clark ; an architectural, design 
(prize, £20  and silver medal), J. M. Whitelaw ; set 
of drawings of an architectural design (first prize, 
;£T and silver medal), V. C. Rees ; second prize, £10 
and bronze medal, Cyril A. Fare}’ . A s this list 
includes nearly all the prizes open to architectural 
students in the Royal Academ y, you will, I am sure, 
join with me in heartily congratulating these success­
ful competitors, and agree with me in thinking that 
it is apparent our School of Architecture has already
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made up its mind as to how it is intending to deal 
with this matter.

I must call your attention to two events which 
are recent, and of interest to us all. 1 he first is the 
appointement of our new secretary, Mr. \ erbury. 
The Council and those members of the Association 
who know Mr. Yerbury and the hard and good work 
he has done for the A .A . in past years, view this 
appointment with satisfaction. He has the best 
wishes not only of our own members, but of the 
profession in general on his new appointment. The 
second event to which I wish to draw your attention 
is the new Insurance Society, which has been formed 
under the National Health Insurance Act, and which 
is called the A rchitects’ and Surveyors' Approved 
Society. This society has been created under the 
auspices of our Association in conjunction with the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, the Surveyors' 
Institution, and the Society of Architects. It has 
made a most excellent start, for a large number of 
members have been enrolled already. It is not only 
appropriate that under the new conditions imposed 
by this A ct of Parliament that those working in our 
profession and in the profession of the surveyors, and 
who come directly under these conditions, should have 
a society of their own, but also that the formation 
of this society should have originated with the A .A ., 
for in our ranks a large proportion of the future 
members will be found. Of course, most of these 
members will only remain under the A ct for a short 
time, but their contributions during that period will 
allow for a gradual accumulation of necessary funds, 
which will permit of the granting of useful benefits 
to those who m ay require them. For the formation 
of this society our thanks are due to several of our 
members, and to our secretary, Mr. Yerbury. All 
these gentlemen have given generously of their time, 
and have worked hard during the last few months, to 
insure the success of the new society ; and it must 
be gratifying to them to see the successful beginning 
which has been made. For the present, the office of 
the society is in this building, and Mr. Yerbury has 
superintended the initial work. A general meeting 
of the society will shortly be held, when, doubtless,

further arrangements made necessary by its growth 
and expansion will be discussed.

The opportunities for architectural work in the 
future promise to be many. Cities will be rebuilt, 
and new cities, at home and abroad, will be needed. 
It seems to me that no thought can be more inspiring 
to a young architect than that of adding to the beauty 
and nobility of our Empire and to the health and 
happiness of its inhabitants. The study necessary to 
make us fit to take our proper part in this endeavour 
is so wide, so illuminating and interesting, and the 
aim of it is so high, that we m ay well believe our 
profession to be of the noblest— one of those to which 
a man is proud to belong. To it we must bring the 
best accomplishment, the best work tiiat is in us, all 
our imagination, all our vitality, and a genuine 
enthusiasm.

WHAT IS AN ARCHITECT ?
WHAT MIGHT HE BE I

Is he a man that can design any sort of building 
— a pigstye to-day, a palace to-morrow, a cathedral 
the day after, and" then pigstyes or palaces, as people 
happen to want them, for the rest of his life? Or, if 
he builds one church, are his friends to take it for 
granted that he has found his final vocation, and 
never wants to do anything else again, whatever 
anyone m ay expect or desire from him? In earlier 
times, perhaps, he and the future captain would have 
“ taken counsel ”  together as to what was to be the 
size and tonnage and shape of a new ship of war ; 
but these, as most of us think, are by no means early 
times, or we should not have the chance every week 
of seeing a thousand motor-cars, or of being killed 
by one out of half a dozen different sorts of aero­
planes. Some day, no doubt, aeroplanes will be as 
common as architects, and, let us hope, as harmless. 
“ We m ay not live to see the day, But earth may 
blossom in the ray, Of this good time com ing.” But 
will they vary am ongst themselves to the same 
indefinite extent? To us it hardly seems likely ; but 
yet we cannot tell. There are pigstye-architects and
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palace-architects ; church-architects and chapel- 
architects, theatre-architects, music-hall architects, 
electric-theatre architects, concert-hall architects, 
opera-house architects, and (perhaps) reflection- 
representing-hall architects, if such places as the 
Polytechnic once was are wanted now. But “ Pepper’s 
Ghost,” as a source of evening entertainment, seems 
to have died out now, and it is for us to guess at its 
new successor. However, we have alluded only to 
the costlier m eeting-places that men build, and only 
to a fraction of them, and have left unnoticed, so far, 
the places in which the work of the world goes on, 
and those in which, mainly, it takes its pleasures.

W hat buildings, chiefly, does London consist of? 
Not chiefly of churches or cathedrals, or of chapels, 
meeting-houses, or music-halls or theatres or concert- 
halls or opera-houses, nor of music-places for an 
evening’s relaxation. Mainly, it is a place where 
people work and where many of them live. It is a 
place, however, of eating-houses, restaurants, beer­
houses, coffee-houses, hotels, warehouses, railway- 
stations by which millions of people come to town and 
depart from it, and the dwellings of those who remain 
in town and of those who stay to serve them. 
Am ongst these dwellings have, of course, to be 
reckoned workhouses, gaols, and hospitals, and also 
most densely - peopled offices, committee - rooms, 
studios, and shops. Slums must, of course, be 
counted, though we are trying to get rid of them, 
and meeting-places for business, though some of us 
hold similar hopes with regard to them. All these 
had, though the slums mostly, many a year ago, 
architects or soi-disant architects, who in some sort 
of w ay were or are responsible for them ; all the 
Thames Embankments and other sitting-places of the 
very poor, and the lonely, shady retreats where 
people used to go, some forty or fifty years ago, to 
see a comet when, at fairly regular intervals, there 
was a comet worth seeing. These were mostly in 
London, or in places more or less like London ; ana 
all the thieves’ kitchens and thieves’ meeting-places 
and their dividing-houses where they part their 
plunder, and all the police-stations and lock-ups where 
the police leave their criminals when caught— perhaps 
to be recognised, perhaps not— these, too, were in 
London by night— at ten, and two, and six they and 
their captives m ay be seen approaching them. Some 
architect, or somebody calling himself an architect, 
generally built these places, and can be blamed for 
it if they were badly built, and if the captives get 
away.

But “ the W en,”  as Cobbett called it, is not all 
the world ; there are many “ wens ’’-^Manchester, 
Liverpool, Birmingham, Glasgow, and a hundred less 
ones, of which, after all, London is very likely far 
from the worst. “ For real devilment,” as the Paisley 
man said of his own town, perhaps it m ay rank below 
Paisley, though that is a place we have no wish to

revile for the actual architect’ s work. W hat we have 
so far noticed is a trifle to which most of the people 
who employ architects attach very little importance 
indeed. W hat they really want the architect to do 
for them is to look after the building and after the 
builder, to see that he does not use place bricks when 
he is bound by contract to use stocks, nor shuff 
bricks when he has agreed to put best rubbers, nor 
chalk-lime where he has undertaken to put stone-lime, 
nor stone-lime where he has promised to use best 
Portland cement, nor (though probably the client does 
not so much realise the importance of it) good Port­
land cement that has been “ m ix e d ” with water so 
long that it has lost most, or, perhaps, nearly all its 
power of setting, and is really w eaker than common 
lime would be. And this same superintendence binds 
the builder not to put inferior stone in place of durable 
stone for masonry and dressings, though a committee 
m ay do so to save money in the first instance, and 
then, when the inferior stone has perished, and is 
dropping about people’s ears, they m ay say, “ Now, 
let us lay the blame for this on our first architect,
and let us call in another one who was not to blame
for it, and let him make it good, as a restoration.”
If the second architect is a rogue, too (there are
rogues in most professions), he will also blame the 
first architect, who by this time must be growing 
old ; or, if he was a "fraud, may be dead and gone 
where people of that sort do finally go. So, on the 
whole, the committee, with the leaning which some 
committees, especially Evangelical ones, have to 
fraud (for with no trickery you might as well be 
honest at once, and never try to cheat your architect), 
the committee gives w ay to it, and does dodge him. 
He has known committees, and expected nothing 
better from them, and says not a word on the subject, 
and they, finding Providence, as they think, on the 
side of "the swindlers, take heart, and resolve that 
every year they will swindle more and more.

It is fortunate for architects that some of them 
do not work for Evangelical committees, or else, long 
before this, many of them would have had to pass 
through the Bankruptcy Court. “ But h o w ,’ the 
reader m ay ask, “ can any architect superintend the 
work in this thorough w ay unless he is at the house, 
or shop, or office, or whatever it is, all the while the 
builders’ men are building it? And, we may add, 
“ how can he be at every building he has designed all 
the while the builder’s men are building it, when the 
same architect has to superintend, perhaps, five, or 
ten, or perhaps fifty buildings which are all rising at 
the same moment, say, three or four in London, and 
the rest in Birmingham, Harwich, York, Brighton, 
Hull, or wherever you like to name? ” In theory, this 
might be got over by engaging a clerk of works to 
assist the architect in superintending each separate 
work ; but it is no part of the architect’s duty to pay 
any clerk of works, and the fees which clerks of works
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expect will range from not less than two or three 
guineas per week, to, perhaps, £5  or £6  weekly. 
The architect is not liable to pay the clerk of w orks’

" fees, or any part of them, but this official has to be 
appointed and selected by him ; and a troublesome 
job it will be to select in one week from the competing 
clerks of works a dozen for different buildings. But 
there are not men enough in the country trained for 
that walk of life to allow of it. And they have their 
failings as other men have. Some drink, some are 
dishonest, and will pass bad work for a small 
gratuity. Some are no judges of brickwork, and 
some no judges of masonry ; others don’t understand 
wood, either oak, deal, or pine, and others are duffers 
at ironwork, whether wrought or cast. Some will 
“ pass ”  plastering and let it fall off the walls before 
it is fairly dry, and some will let roof-tiles crumble 
up from "being unburnt. You do not know what a 
clerk of works may fail in, or how he will use you 
until you have known him for months, and then 
perhaps he will prove one of those worthless ones who 
will not dare, on his own responsibility, to condemn 
the veriest fraud until he has telegraphed for the 
architect and has brought him down to Birmingham, 
Bristol, Norwich, or York, or wherever else it is, and 
made him see it. Then, perhaps, you will meet with 
the aggressive sort of clerk of works who will go 
about the place lecturing to everybody on how much 
he knows, and how little you know, till long before 
you have got out of him the little good he can do, 
you are fairly sick of the clerk of works genus 
altogether, and can only tolerate them in the hope 
that some “ dreadful accident ” m ay remove another, 
and another, of them from his post on your building 
altogether. It m ay be that with no official of this 
sort you cannot look after your building as your 
clients may (foolishly) expect you to do : but with 
twenty types of clerks of works you will find that 
you cannot look after it properly at all. A good type 
of clerk of works does exist, no doubt, and happy is 
he who finds him ; but don’t you expect to do it ; 
and by no means think it strange if the client you are 
doing work for, which will bring you in £10, or 
perhaps as much as £20 altogether, should tell you 
plainly that you ought to pay the clerk of works 
yourself, and not simply pass the whole expense on 
for him to settle. Clients have Wonderful Notions !

The architectural profession, or art, whichever it 
is, seems to have given up reference to the men who 
profess to practise it. The public may try to saddle 
them with responsibilities for all they do and for all 
they want to do, and judges, who know little of the 
matter, often consent ; but why anybody should be 
forced to do what he never promised to do, and never 
was paid for doing, it is rather hard to see. Might 
not the wisest thing be to drop the title of architect 
entirely, and all its absurd responsibilities, and start 
again as engineer of buildings, at two and a half

per cent, commission on the outlay for designing 
them, and two and a half per cent, on its total cost 
for superintending them? If the client wants a clerk 
of works let him pay that official his fees. We shall 
know then what we have to do, and some of us will 
certainly do it.— “ The Building News.”

DECORATIVE MATERIALS.
Tradition rightly assigns to the various recognised 

types of architecture (says “ The Builder” ) certain 
qualities of surface tone and texture. These originally 
developed in conjunction with the forms defining the 
characteristics of style. Thus a material capable of 
being treated with delicacy and intricate detail induced 
the worker to adopt these qualities in his work, while 
if it w as not he sought his effects in another way.

Nowadays the process is in a great measure 
reversed ; the architect determines his form of treat­
ment, first, and afterwards selects the most suitable 
material. The wide freedom of choice now open to 
the designer has its dangers ; we see too often the ill 
result of injudicious selection— a fault that could 
hardly arise when architecture owed its form of 
expression to the more limited range of materials 
available. Another m istake, less common than the 
use of inappropriate form, but still to be observed in 
modern work, is the adoption of a surface finish that 
either detracts from the proportionate value to be 
given to pure form, or m ay not display the essential 
quality of the material used. For example, a marble 
statue, if given the maximum possible polish, will 
show sharp lights and a lack of gradation rendering 
it impossible to appreciate the delicate subtleties of 
form it should exhibit, while a slab of marble selected 
for its beauty of figure m ay demand a high degree 
of polish to secure its due effect. This problem occurs 
throughout the range of m aterials used for architec­
tural purposes, and it will generally be found that if 
the finish, bringing out to the utmost the beauties of 
the material is such that will detract from those of 
the design, then the material is not the one that 
should be employed.

Though, of course, all m aterials can be counted 
as having decorative value in their proper place, in 
our climate the interior is usually regarded as offering 
opportunities for the employment of those more 
specifically decorative in their colours and texture. 
With us it is rare to find a complex scheme of varied 
materials used externally, and rarer still to find such 
a scheme successfully-carried out.

Most of our finest buildings depend for their effect 
far more on form and proportion than on the m aterials 
used, and the selection of the latter, though, of course, 
requiring careful consideration, does not entail the 
series of infinite niceties of perception that m ay be 
demanded in the internal treatment of a building of
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any but the simplest character. It appears, therefore, 
preferable to devote our attention to those materials 
that are primarily used for decoration and not for 
construction, and to their use in internal work.

While it would be going too far to maintain that 
in constructive features one should not employ highly- 
decorative material, it m ay be taken as a general rule 
that the more emphatic the decorative quality the less 
suited is the material for work having a structural 
function. We get a well-recognised example of this 
m wood panelling, where the fram ing is of straight 
grained wood and Che panels may be strongly figured.

If we bear this general principle in mind it will 
help us in deciding where and with what kind of 
material we shall attem pt to enhance our architectural 
effects. To begin with, if we are aiming at expression 
by means of pure form, we shall avoid the use of 
anything distracting the attention from this. Our 
colouring and texture will be uniform throughout, 
whether wood, stone, or plaster. Pure form is, 
however, a severe taskm aster, and can only be 
acceptable to few minds highly trained in the percep­
tion of its subtleties. It is, in its demand on the 
intellect, almost too exalted for the companionship of 
everyday life, and therefore for the sake of easy and 
pleasant variety we bring in wood, metal, marble, 
glass, wallpaper, and the numerous materials that 
attract the eye by their qualities of colour and texture.

Taking first m aterials that are more or less 
uniform in colour, we see a very wide range in effect 
due to their characteristics of surface— the differences 
due to varying degrees of polish are too obvious to 
demand attention — but even with m att surfaces it is 
too frequently assumed that the colour appears 
uniform, Now, this is never the case. Take, for 
example, a room distempered or painted a perfectly 
uniform tint and examine it carefully ; you will find 
that the room is a rough sort of camera-obscura, and 
that the objects outside influence the colour of the 
various portions of the wall. Thus a grass lawn will 
tint all the upper part of the walls green, while the 
lower portion m ay reflect the colour of a bluish sky ; 
let a mass of white cloud pass across, and the wall 
opposite will whiten at once ; while a fall of snow on 
the lawn will alter the colour scheme almost beyond 
recognition. So much for the uniform tint, which 
but for such influences as these would be almost 
unbearable.

Take your flatted wall and finish it with enamel, 
the response to the external influences quoted above 
is entirely changed ; face with marble having but a 
trifling measure of translucency, and it will be 
changed again ; thus we have one .set of variations 
to which we can now proceed to add those of colour 
— colour, either uniform, which will enter into com­
bination with the influences previously enumerated, 
or colour in such materials as wood and marble, 
which is never uniform, and thus superimposes yet 
another set of effects.

Through these stages we pass to the adoption of 
figured m aterials, which can be employed either to 
produce a sort of informal pattern or to concentrate 
the interest at certain points much in the same way 
as one would use enrichment or sculpture. As a type 
of the former we m ay call to mind the marble wall 
linings of St. M ark’s, opened out like a veneer to give 
wavy chevrons or vase-shaped outlines. The other 
alternative may be seen in the bosses or roundels 
frequently employed by the artists of the Cinquecento, 
while it forms the logical reason for the employment 
of richly-figured marbles in columns and pilasters, 
which one might have assumed should conform to the 
rule as regards the simplicity of structural forms. 
Indeed, they do conform up to a certain point, for it 
will be recognised that, if the stability of a consider­
able mass depends on the column, too variegated a 
material gives an impression of weakness ; it is only 
where the apparent need for support is comparatively 
slight that the column becomes an appropriate feature 
to attract the eye by the emphasis of colour patterns 
and contrasts. The wall of the basilica church rising 
sheer above its range of columns demands strength 
and simplicity in them, while the gilded scrolls and 
airy flowing lines of the baroque seem poised so 
lightly that the most variegated marble will carry 
them.

In quoting such examples as these, let it not be 
imagined that we deem it feasible to lay down a 
series of rules by the application of which it is possible 
to decide the conditions appropriate for the use of 
this or that material ; such decisions can only be 
safely formed after long cultivation of the artistic 
faculty.

Notwithstanding this, we are entitled to add a few 
warnings on some of the pitfalls before the decorator 
111 the handling of varied materials. It is safer to 
keep to as few kinds of material as possible, and to 
combine only those that suggest a certain harmony 
in their qualities. For instance, marble and smooth 
plaster can be combined by the skilled designer, or 
marble and glass mosaic, but marble and wood or 
mosaic and wood need most careful differentiation of 
function if they must be used together— any sugges­
tion of Wood supporting marble or mosaic is fatal. 
The wall linings and stalls of the great Gothic 
cathedrals show how woodwork can stand inside the 
actual structure ; the wood panelling to a modern 
bank with marble ashlaring above it gives quite a 
different impression. Still more objectionable is the 
combination of marble or other enduring material with 
such obviously ephemeral surface coverings as 
embossed papers or decorated linens.

It is not necessary that decoration should express 
the quality of permanence, but its expression should 
be consistent throughout, and m ay range from the 
dignity of the purely structural, through all the 
grades of protective coverings, to such temporary 
forms as tapestry hangings and textile draperies.
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COMPETITION AND DESIGN.
By J. MILTON DYER, F A.I.A.

In attem pting to deal with this subject, it has 
been extremely difficult to confine m yself to the actual 
effect of competition upon design, rather than to 
revert to a discussion as to the propriety of competi­
tion in itself, and more, or less to a discussion of the 
ethics governing competition. For the purposes of 
this paper I shall assume that by the term “ competi­
tion ” is meant— competition undertaken under the 
most ideal conditions, guided by rules laid down and 
approved, in so far as they have been approved, by 
the American Institute of Architects, that is : (1)
Competition limited to a certain number of architects ; 
(2) open to all architects; (3) mixed, certain 
architects being invited, but other architects being 
at liberty to take part. The Institute, by recom­
mending that, except in cases in which competition 
is unavoidable, an architect be employed upon the 
sole basis of his fitness for the work, tacitly, at least, 
takes the stand that the effect of competition upon 
the practice of architecture and upon architecture 
itself, is not for the best. The New York Chapter, 
however, admits that for public and semi-public 
buildings competitions m ay be desirable ; other 
chapters name the minimum amount a building should 
cost m order to warrant a competition. Now, as a 
matter of fact, notwithstanding the view of the 
Institute as a whole, and the individual views of the 
several chapters, possibly every man in this body has 
participated, to a greater or less extent, in competi­
tions, and each one has been guilty very closely in

the ratio to his prominence in the profession, in spite 
of the great economic loss to the profession, and of 
its being “ a game of chance.”  To properly describe 
the effect of competition upon architecture would 
require an analytical comparison of the work of 
representative architects, won in competition, with 
other of their works executed after direct selection, 
and taking all the attendant conditions into account. 
Much has been said upon the ethics of the competition, 
but very little upon the actual influence of competition 
upon architecture, and I have to admit that it is a 
very broad subject, and that, perhaps, in the future, 
an adequate paper on this subject m ay be written. 
Upon receiving an invitation to enter a competition, 
and upon receipt of the programme and requirements, 
one realises that he is taking up a new and strange 
problem, and is dealing with an unknown owner or 
committee ; the personnel of the jury m ay or may 
not be known to him. In either case, the economical 
idea of the plan m ay often be worked out indepen­
dently— that is, the disposition of space and relation 
of departments, the one with the other, circulation, 
etc., m ay be determined irrespective of any supposed 
idiosyncrasy on the part of the jury ; but even in the 
case of the plan, this independence is only too often 
influenced by a vague mistrust as to the personal 
likes or dislikes of the jury, concerning some particular 
arrangement, thus preventing an individual and 
heartfelt expression of the solution. A fter the plan 
has developed to an advanced stage, one m ay surround 
it with four walls punctured with holes, or attem pt 
to give those walls architectural expression and a 
character which denotes the intended uses of the
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building. Here, again, one’s thoughts.. turn to the 
approval of the owner and his expert advisers, rather 
than to a courageous, independent, impulsive study 
of the problem. You are afraid to be impulsive, to 
play with the motives, to do the thing.you, yourself, 
feel ; you may not win ; you may not have the 
favoured “ parti.”  While it is true that the most 
important element which is lacking in a competition, 
and which must, therefore, affect the final result, is 
the inability to get into touch with one’s client, and 
thus develop a solution, nevertheless the viewpoint 
of the expert adviser and jury itself affecting design 
is greatly responsible for the prevailing desire to sell 
one’s soul to win ; and it is possible we should have 
a Code for the Conduct of Jurors, as well as for the 
Conduct of Competitions and Competitors. Must we, 
in competitions, be eternally condemned to the use 
of an order? Is there no value in wall-space? The 
late Mr. John Carrere has said that one argument 
advanced in favour of competition has been the desire 
to discover new talent, and added, “ If a man has 
talent his day will come, and it should not come until 
he is prepared to make use of it. A man who has 
genius to express original ideas on paper is, never­
theless, not to be intrusted with the execution of work 
until he has acquired the requisite experience, for 
when it comes to the serious work of actual building, 
he requires not only the experience of the practical 
side of things, but the the practical artistic experience 
— the experience that knows that a thing that looks 
well on paper represents a thing that is going to look 
well in execution ; and that refers to every detail of 
the work, the very texture of the material. It requires 
unique experience, which cannot be acquired by any 
man, no m atter what his genius may be, without 
practice.” Now, I believe that the safe, dignified, 
substantial w ay in which to obtain recognition in the 
profession is to gain your clientele through the excel­
lence of your executed work, the importance and 
volume of which will grow as rapidly as it deserves ; 
nevertheless, it has been my experience that the 
presence of a serious competition in the office does 
develop the men, from the head to the office-boy, 
improving draughtsmanship, knowledge of the princi­
ples of design, and the faculty of quickly expressing 
one’ s thought on paper. An esprit de corps is created 
in the office, for here is a real competition, something 
more than a school problem, and, naturally, all take 
a keener interest in the result. Great good is accom­
plished in the ateliers of our larger cities, and the
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competitions instituted by the Beaux Arts Society 
and by several m agazines, but the efforts of all in 
collaboration, working in an office upon a serious 
competition, develop not only draughtsmanship, but 
a real conception of architecture in its higher meaning, 
such as many months of routine work m ay not 
accomplish. A great number of competitions, even 
in some of our best-known offices, have been won 
by clever young designers, developed under these 
conditions of training. While this should not neces­
sarily warrant these men being selected as architects, 
if nevertheless demonstrates that the system  of 
conducting competitions does stand for training in 
design. It is equally true that a number of these 
young men have, through the medium of competitions, 
developed into some of the prominent architects of 
the country, and have shown, by their subsequent 
work, that they were prepared to make use of their 
talents. The Tarsney A ct, approved February 20th, 
1893, authorising the Secretary of the Treasury to 
obtain plans and specifications for pubic buildings, 
paved the w ay for a better architecture in our 
Federal buildings, and, in turn, has, since its adoption, 
reacted upon the work of this department of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, until, as Mr. Glenn Brown, 
in his review of 1906, states : “ Under the Tarsney 
A ct it must be conceded that the work is immeasur­
ably superior to any building done by the Government 
from i860 to 1896, and it, together with the merit 
system , which now rules in the office, has been a 
material factor in uplfiting the character of the work 
done by the corps in the Supervising Architect’s office 
during the past six y ears .”  Since 1897, under the 
direction, and with the advice and assistance, of the 
officers of the Institute, programmes have been drawn 
by the Supervising Architect for scores of important 
Government buildings throughout the country, and 
the result has been public buildings of an excellence 
of design and execution heretofore unknown in the 
United States. These competitions, however, have 
affected design to an enormous extent. The type of 
architecture in our Government buildings, as well as 
other municipal and semi-public buildings, has for the 
most part become circumscribed. Before the drawings 
are sent in it is almost possible to foretell, within 
small limitations, the general character of design of 
the contestants. It is alw ays the base story with a 
superimposed order, enclosing two or more storeys, 
with perhaps an attic, or the order will extend from 
the ground through all the storeys. In any case, it 
is almost sure to be an order, and, as before stated, 
the value of plain wall space in design seems to have 
been overlooked. This use of the order as the main 
feature of a building, with several storeys enclosed in 
its height, is seldom successful, and probably never 
when more than two storeys are included. Why does 
competition insist upon a Government type requiring 
our architects to crowd these many storeys within the 
order, thus m aking corridors of the rooms within, by 
reason of the usual depths, or rooms too large for an 
economical arrangement of space, when the logical 
expression of an economical plan demands that the 
window openings be made subservient to this plan? 
In other words, while the character of architecture 
should proclaim the dignity and purpose of the 
building, why should the arrangement and lighting 
of the interior be sacrificed to the everlasting order?
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Does the fact of the order in competitive design spring 
from the belief that this form of architecture is really 
the established form for public buildings in the United 
States, or is it to be laid at the door of our system 
of conducting competitions? If the latter be true, I 
again affirm that the cause lies in that inborn desire 
to win, and the competitor, in order to do so, gives 
the jury that official type he believes the jury wants, 
to the absolute prostitution of personal expression, 
and the results of practically all competition judg­
ments prove that he is correct. The jury does demand 
the recognised official type. It therefore appears to 
me that, in competitions, the jury and expert advisers 
exert fully as much influence upon design as the 
competitor himself. The official type of public 
buildings, whether for the Government or a munici­
pality, is the offspring of the competition as at present 
conducted, and, in turn, influences, and very often 
determines, the type for many buildings forming part 
of a grouping plan, such as is being developed in 
many of our larger cities, thus condemning the whole 
group to a type which most surely will not be the 
last word in the architectural expression of public 
buildings. Much that has been herein stated may 
also be said concerning competitions for buildings of 
a commercial character. With a possible exception, 
as in the case of those problems of great monuments 
which are purely artistic in their character, and which 
m ay require the collaboration of the sculptor or 
decorator, taking into consideration the present status 
of the competition, I believe the best method of 
securing an artistic, as well as a practical, result, is 
by the direct selection of the architect. But the fact 
that competitions have been conducted in Europe, 
and especiallv in France, for many years with 
undoubted success, exerting a marked and beneficial 
influence upon architecture ; also the willingness on 
the part of most of our ablest architects to enter 
competitions, with, as a result, hundreds of successful 
monuments attesting their skill ; and the fact that 
perhaps more time of the Institute Conventions is 
devoted to the consideration of the problems pertain­
ing to competitions than to any other subject, indicate 
that while the perfect code for the conduct of competi­
tions, competitors, jurors, and clients has not yet 
developed, nevertheless we may be gradually, through 
a slow but progressive process of education, evolving 
a system which may eventually enable competition 
to exert a beneficial effect upon design in architecture.

The new road bridge over the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal 
at Holtenau, near Levensau, the building of which 
has recently been completed, forms an important part 
of the great extension works at present taking place 
on the canal. It replaces a pontoon swing bridge, 
and is raised to a height of nearly forty-eight feet 
above the surface of the w ater— i.e., the same height 
as the railway and road bridges at Griinental and 
Levensau. It has a clear length of four hundred and 
thirty-one feet, so as to render it possible to widen 
the canal still further should this subsequently prove 
necessary. The bridge is constructed entirely of iron 
girders without any towers or other architectural 
structures.

HINTS ON INSPECTING CONCRETE 
WORK.

Concrete is apt to suffer more than any other 
building material from inferior workmanship. While 
the necessity of inspection depends to a certain extent 
upon the nature of the material and the production, 
it is always a question of just when and where, and 
to what extent, it pays to inspect. In concrete work 
inspection must be made of the component parts. The 
sand, the gravel, the cement, and the w ater must be 
examined, as well as the concrete, while it is being 
mixed and poured. The scope and possibilities of a 
system  of inspection enlarges greatly with specialisa­
tion.

Inspection should be planned to accomplish at 
least expense the best results, which m ay be 
enumerated something as follows : (1) To prevent loss 
or defects by accidents or delays ; (2) to prevent
loss of time and material on work already beyond 
repair ; (3) to prevent the necessity of replacing
defective work ; (4) to prevent decrease in quality
because of the demand for increase in quantity ; (5) 
to point out imperfections in alignment, methods, and 
material ; (6) to record proper allowances for unavoid­
able extras ; (7) to draw the attention of the superin­
tendent to workmen who must be better instructed 
or trained ; (8) to stimulate goodwill through fairness 
in fixing responsibilities.

Inspection organised to cover any one or all of 
these purposes will be similar in personality, varying 
only with the degree of perfection required. Before 
h can be determined just when and where it pays to 
inspect, the following conditions must be satisfied : 
(1) Responsibility must be fixed with certain ty; (2) 
the inspection must not cause unnecessary friction ; 
(3) the inspector must have to do with quality only, 
not design ; (4) the responsibility for defective work 
must be placed upon the workman as well as upon 
the inspector.

A s inspection has for its purpose the pointing out 
of the defects, it is necessary for the inspector to be 
able to locate the cause of the defect. One of the 
most foolish things that can be done is attaching 
blame to the wrong person, and unless it is possible 
to discover immediately just when and where the 
cause of the defect lies, the fixing of responsibility is 
very difficult. It is therefore necessary to have the

Telephone 2491

J. H O U SE M A N ,
Farrier and General Smith,
Veterinary Shoeing Forge.

S P E C IA L  A T T E N T IO N  G IV E N  L A M E  H O R S E S

274 - 276, COMMISSIONER ST.,
JE P P E S T O W N ,

O P P . C O S M O P O L IT A N  H O T E L , J O H A N N E S B U R G
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m aterial on the ground in sufficient time for thorough 
inspection before it is mixed, for even after the 
inspector has detected the defect the responsibility 
is not necessarily fixed. The error may be due to 
wrong specification, poor material, defective measure­
ment, defective mixing, or even unsuitable weather 
conditions. Therefore instructions and specifications 
should be in writing.

No system  of inspection which would simply 
complain of defects, without attem pting to trace the 
cause or to assist in the improving of conditions, will 
be of any assistance. So it becomes necessary, if full 
benefits are to be derived from rigid inspection, not 
only to point out the defects, but the inspector should 
be in a position to trace the cause and to suggest a 
remedy. Defective work must be detected as soon as 
possible, so that the conditions under which the work 
was done may be fresh in the workman’ s mind, and 
the responsibility with certainty attached to him.

To point out defects will not necessarily stop the 
repetition, and although it may be the duty of the 
inspector to trace the cause, fix the responsibility, 
and suggest the remedy, he must not have to do'with 
applying the remedy or of interfering with the work­
men. When he has reported defects in material or 
workmanship to the engineer and contractor, or their 
representatives, he must content himself with awaiting 
the corrections through the proper officials, although 
it should be within his power to stop or reject the 
work until there is an opportunity for investigation, 
and to  take upon himself these responsibilities he 
must have knowledge equal to that of the superin­
tendent of the work.

A R T H U R  C H E S T E R ,
A.I.E.E.

E L E C T R I C A L  E N G I N E E R .

E M P I R E  B U I L D I N G S ,
K R U I S  S T R E E T ,  P h o n e  1 8 9 5

J O H A N N E S B U R G .  P.O. Box 3 3 1 7

The Jeppe Carriage Works

J. W. K O C K ,
G E N E R A L  S M IT H  A N D  F A R R I E R , 

V E T E R IN A R Y  SH O E IN G .
Any kind of VEHICLE BUILT to Order

286, Commissioner Street,
BOX 209, JEPPES, JOHANNESBURG

Inspecting alone will not reduce bad workmanship 
to a minimum, but the workman must be supplied 
with proper tools, proper instructions, and must be 
trained in his work and held responsible for the 
quality of his work. He must be trained to inspect 
his own work. Cases have been known where the men 
were paid a bonus for saving cement, and where this 
is the case it requires almost as many inspectors as 
men to secure compliance with the specifications. 
Where it is known that the contractor is encouraging 
his men to skimp the work the inspector should lay 
his information before the architect, and at once 
vigorous measures should be taken to remove such 
contractor from the work.

It should be the duty of the inspector to see that 
all forms are erected on the lines laid down by the 
architect, that these forms are stiff and well braced, 
and that all material and workmanship are in accord­
ance with specifications. He should look after the 
removal of forms to prevent injury to the concrete.

Form work is the most difficult to get properly 
placed, and it is much easier to develop a good 
inspector out of a good carpenter than out of a good 
concrete worker.

If the work is to be done at night under artificial 
light, it will be necessary to increase the staff of 
inspectors, for concrete that can be detected in the 
day time, by colour, will not show lack o f  proper 
mixing of materials under artificial light. In fact, 
where high-class work is required, or in finishing 
surfaces, as a rule it is better not done at night at 
all.

The cost of inspection is variable, being in some 
cases as low as one per cent, of the total cost and as 
high as two and a half per cent. As a usual thing 
two per cent, should be allowed for inspection, and 
good inspection is cheap at that price.

A ST. P A U L ’S M USEUM.

According to the '‘ T im e s”  of October 1st, the 
authorities of St. Paul’s Cathedral are considering 
the disposal of a number of fragm ents of woodwork, 
including specimens of carving in oak by Grinling 
Gibbons and his school of great beauty, which are at 
present stored useless and unseen in various nooks 
and corners, especially in the Oak Room over the 
choir. It is felt that these and other objects of
interest in their possession should be made available 
for public inspection, and it has been' suggested that 
they should be presented to the Victoria and Albert 
Museum, either singly or, in the case of the woodwork, 
made up into a stall, if the material is found sufficient 
and suitable for this purpose. Another suggestion is 
that a museum might well be formed within the 
Cathedral itself for the exhibition of many objects of 
artistic and historical interest in connection with the 
present and previous fabrics,- a- museum analogous 
to that of the Opera del Duomo at Florence.

In the House of Commons, Mr. W edgwood Benn, 
as representing the First Commissioner of Works, 
announced that it is anticipated that the statue of 
Captain Cook will be erected in the course of next 
year, on the west side of the Adm iralty Arch.
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RUBBINGS OF M ONUM ENTAL BRASSES.

Mr. J. S. M. Ward, F.R .H ist.S., has in the press 
a book on monumental brasses illustrated with twenty- 
five reproductions of “ rubbings.’ Much of real 
archaeological interest attaches to memorial brasses, 
hitherto known and appreciated only by the few, and 
the little volume in preparation should be acceptable 
to students of the subject.

December 2nd, 1912.

SHAKESPEARE MONUM ENT, SO U TH W AR K  CATHEDRAL.

Mr. Henry M cCarthy has designed and executed 
the memorial which will be unveiled on November 4th. 
The design is that of a Gothic shrine in which is a 
life-sized alabaster figure of the poet, in a semi- 
recumbent attitude, the likeness being adopted from 
the Droeshout portrait. At the back of the effigy is a 
panel representing Old Southwark in relief, with a 
portion of (old) London Bridge, St. Saviour’s, the 
Clink, and the Globe playhouse. Five armorial shields 
are carved upon the base of the monument.

THOMAS P E N N A N T’S LIB R AR Y.

It is stated that Lord Denbigh is about to dispose 
of the library and collections of Thomas Pennant, 
which are preserved at Downing Hall, and were 
acquired by the late Earl of Denbigh through his 
m arriage to Pennant’s great-grand-daughter and 
heiress, Louisa, daughter of David Pennant, of 
Downing, Co. Flint. Downing Hall, near Holywell, 
was the birthplace and home of the famous antiquary 
and collector, who died in 1798. The library is rich 111 
rare first editions and presentation copies, in addition 
to the several thousand volumes relating to antiquities, 
topography, and natural history, and a store of MSS. 
There are also some perfect specimens, recently 
identified, of cinerary urns of the Bronze Period.

During excavations for a new vestry for the parish 
church of W yton, Huntingdonshire, the foundations 
of the Lady Chapel, destroyed about 1550, were 
discovered.
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Everything in the Painting and Decorating Line
-----------------Before placing orders get our Quotations.-------------------
Lou) Prices. :: Good, Standard Qualities. :: Prompt Deliveries. 
--------------------------These are our strong points. ----------------------------
We are Sole Agents for the renowned “ O L S IN A ,” acknowledged to be 
the best water paint on the market. :: :: Colour Card Free.

THE BOSTON W ALLPAPER COM PANY, LTD.,
YORK BUILDINGS, KERK STREET (next Rissik Street),

’Phone 3085. JOHANNESBURG. P.O. Box 674

.■ .■.■.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.v.
i P. JANSEN,
> ENGINEER AND CONTRACTOR

i

AND
foi

Buildings, Bridges and Railways, Subways, 
Tunnels and Excavations.

L A R G E  P L A N T  A L W A Y S  O N  H A N D

22 Y E A R S SO U TH  AFRICAN  EXPERIENCE

Address Enquiries

P.O. Box 3421, JOHANNESBURG.

HUGH BARKER,
P.O Box 575. Established 1893. Phone 1458.

Plumber and Sanitary Engineer
COPPERSMITH AND SHEET METAL WORKER

mmitminii HOT WATER INSTALLATIONS 
COILS, CARVING TABLES AND PLATES

Office and Works:

211, MARSHALL ST., JOHANNESBURG

M. J. A D A M S  & Co.,
B u i l d e r s  a n d  C o n t r a c t o r s ,

3 9 - 4 0 ,  G R E E N ’S B U I L D I N G S ,
C O M M I S S I O N E R  S T R E E T ,  ’ P h o n e  2 7 5 8 .

J O H A N N E S B U R G .  P.O. Box 3 5 3 5 .

F R E N C H  P O L I S H I N G
In all its branches. Only Specialists 
employed and all work guaranteed.

FOX & CO.
Pianos, Mantelpieces & Shop F.ttings 

Our Specialities.
C o un try  O rd e rs  U n d ertak en .

153, COMMISSIONER ST. (Opp. Malcolm Reid),
JO H AN N ESBU RG .

The Advertising Medium in South Africa for Builders and 
Merchants doing business with the Architects of the country :

“  The African
For Rates, &c., apply Business Manager, JAS. T. BROWN’S Publications, Box 4651, Johannesburg.
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P.O. Box 1 4 2  T e l e p h o n e  1 5 7 8

W .  H A I N E ,  L i m i t e d ,
E le c tr ic a l E n g in e e rs  <3 C o n tra cto rs .

O f f i c e  and S h o w r o o m  s

W A L T E R  M A N S I O N .
E L O F F  S T R E E T .

J O H A N N E S B U R G .

JOHANNESBURG.
Office*: 54 , SAU ER’S BUILDINGS.

W o rk * : POLLY STREET.

Telegram* : “  Granolithic.”
P.O. Pox 2665. 0 ,  , „

C r  / — Contractor* for all
Phone 2408. A # /  kind, 0f

floors and sidewalks

CONCRETE, GRANOLITHIC,
a s p h a l t i c  &  a s p h a l t e , & c „  & c . 

W MALTHOID ” Roofs a speciality.

BRICKS. E M B E L L O
Wire cut, pressed face and repressed face.
--------  Flooring Tiles and Pottery Ware.
—  Chimney Pots and Garden Borders. —

Four First Prizes at Johannesburg Show, 1912.

IN SPE C T IO N  IN V IT E D .

M. DONOVAN,
P O  Box No 4 Waterfall Brick and Tile Works 
Phone °No. 2° ' ' NEWCLARE.

THE BEST DRY DISTEMPER (Local Manufacture).
Superior to the best Imported Article.

Always Clean. Always Bright. Any Tint
2/- Per 71b. Packet.

Sold Everywhere. Ask for a Colour Book.

Manufactured by

HANNAM & Co ,  Ltd.,
M A X W E L L  BUILDINGS, H ARRISON STREET.
Telephone 937 P.O . Box 5645

IT  W I L L  PAY Y O U  T O

A D V E R T I S E  IN T H E  “ A F R I C A N  A R C H I T E C T . "

Drains Installed and Chokages Cleared. Every Description of Jobbing Work
All Work Guaranteed. and House Decorating Done.

W. H. DEAN,
BUILDER, CONTRACTOR  
& SANITARY ENGINEER.

(17 years experience under London County Council).

1 7 , F R E R E  R O A D ,  B E R T R A M S .

j W. F. Johnstone,
j Timber Merchant,

Builder and Contractor.
♦ ■

DURBAN, Natal: P.O. Box 138.
| JOHANNESBURG: P.O. Box 1896.

A L L  Farriery under the personal 
supervision of R.S.S.
(by Exam.)

S I L V E R  M E D A L L I S T
Witwatersrand Show, 1909, 
Pretoria, 1910, and
CHAMPION PRIZE
Pretoria, 1911.

J. P. Matthews & Son,
COACH BU ILD ERS,

B LACKSM ITH S &  FARRIERS.

S IE M E R T  R O A D  (Tram Terminus),
D O O R  N FO  V  T E l N.

BUILDERS’ IRONWORK
Speciality.

I--------- 1

Expert Hard and Soft 
Stone Tool Dresser.



X X I V . THE AFRICAN ARCHITECT. December 2nd, igi2.

P.O. Box 1301. Tel. Add. : “ T histle .”  Tel. No. 1.

P R E N T I C E  &  M A C K I E
Builders, Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineers, 
R ailw ay and Mining 
------- Contractors. —

• A gents for Garrick & Ritchie, W averley Engineering Works, Edinburgh.

\°“ ps 127, SCHOEMAN STREET, PRETORIA.

P.O. Box 2387. P h o n e  2438.

Jo h n  W ilso n  & So n ,
plaster Craftsmen,

C O L U M N S ,  A R C H E S ,  B R A C K E T S ,  
G A R D E N  V A S E S ,  V E N T I L A T O R S .

--------- Largest Selection, in the Country. ----------

W O R K S :  28, S H E R W E L L  S T R E E T  
(OFF ROOKEY STREET) ,

D30RNF3NTEIN.

THOMAS CLARK & SONS
Builders and Contractors, 
J O H A N  N E S  BU RG.

COLD STORAGE W ORK A SPECIALITY.

P.O. Box 6277, Johannesburg'.
Telephone 2266.

Office & W orks: 209, MARSHALL STREET.

’Phone 1255. P.O. Box 1605, Johannesburg.

Thos. Douglas
Builder and Contractor.

Workshop and Office:

FORD & COMMISSIONER STREETS, FAIRVIEW.

RAPIDAL WATER PAINT. 
“ V1TR0S” ENAMEL. J A M E S  W A L L I S  & C O , “ ASBESTOS - CEMENT” 

SHEETS AND SLATES.

“  C A RB O N A L ”
6 5 , Lo o p  S tre e t, C A P E T O W N . GOLD LEAF.

Blackboards in Green and 
Black Surface.

Telephone No. 173 3 . P.O. Box 109 9 . 
-----------  Telegraphic A ddress: W A L H E D D IN .

School & Church Furniture. 
Hall and Opera Chairs.

--------- T H E  ---------

Vereeniging Brick & Tile Co., Ltd.
W ire-cut and Pressed Building Bricks, 
Fire-Bricks, Fire Clay, Blue Paving 
and Stable Bricks, Salt-glazed Pipes, 
an d  F i t t i n g s '  of a ll  d im e n sio n s.

Head Office : LEW IS & M A R K S ' BU ILDIN GS,

Corner President and Simmonds Streets, 
J O H A N N E S B U R G .  --------

P.O. Box 4480. Telegram s: "C O V E R .’ ’ Telephone No. 166

M O I R  & H A R P E R ,
BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS.

P.O. Box 1987.
SHOPS AND OFFICES:

24. END ST.. JOHANNESBURG.

, n (N o .  4102.
P h o n e s - ,  . 0 ,' No. 4461.

The S.A.

Architects’ & Builders’ 
Diary & Year Book,

1 9 1 3 .

Subscription, 3 /6  Post F r e e . - - - - - - - - - - - Order Now.

P.O. Box 5 2 4 . Telephone No. 966 .

Office and Workshops :
6, JOUBERT STREET, SO U TH .

George Begg,
BUILDER AND CONTRACTOR, 

JOHANNESBURG.
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Occident Fire & Life QssuranceCorporation
L I M I T E D ,

Established /88s

B Y  SPECIA L  APPOINTMENT.

t h e ' g e n e r a l  is  t h e  on ly  insurance company
HOLDING HIS MAJESTY’S ROYAL, WARRANT.

CHIEF OFFICE FOR SOUTH AFRICA*.
General  Bu il d in g s , Gr e e n m ar k e t  S q u a r e ,C A P E  T O W N .
Johannesburg: Commercial Exchange Buildings, Main Street.

Port Elizabeth: Cuthbert’s Buildings, Main Street.
Durban: Natal Bank Buildings, West Street.

SOUTH A F R IC A N  M A N A G E R  : T . K . OGILVYM lTC/iJSUL, ,
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GENERAL ENGINEER, 
BLACKSMITH AND  
ORNAMENTAL  
W ORKER

In W rought Iron , 
'B rass and  
C op per.

V C a te s , 
R a ilin g s. 

",B a lcon ies, G r ille s , 
V anes, S ta ir c a s e s . 

C a se m en ts . C o n stru ctio n a l  
W ork.

Cor. VON BRANDIS & ALBERT STREETS, 
J O H A N N E S B U R G .

I FENCING

\  lw a v s  rigid, of neat appeaarnce and lasting 
quality the genuine Cyclone” Fence has 
gained appreciation throughout South 

Africa, and the undoubted compliment of being 
frequently imitated, it is therefore advisable to 
order direct when both the workmanship and 
quality of material are guaranteed satisfactory by 
us. Illustrated Price List post free on request.

Cyclone Gate & Fence Co.,
LIMITED.

p.o. Box 5748. 124, Main Street, off Von Weilligh Street, 
Telephone 961. JOHANNESBURG.

Transvaal Manager: C. E. W ESTM O RE LA N D .

■ I®------------

Head Office :
■ ® El

®

The Plate Glass Bevelling and 
1 — i Silvering Co. i -— i

(E. B E A R D M O R E . )

Bevellers, Silverers and E mbossers.

Trade Signs. Motor Screens. Glass Shelves,
Carriage and Motor Lamp Glasses.

Drilling and every description of Glass 
Work undertaken. Importers of Cabinet 
Makers’ and Upholsterers’ Sundries, Timber.
:: :: :: etc., etc. :: :: ::

7, Buitenkant Street, CAPE TOWN.
ONE D O O R  FROM  D A R LIN G  STREET.

®

17-18, Provident Buildings, 
Fox Street, Johannesburg.

Telegraphic A dd: "Nalledsa,” Telephone 2767. Box 4651 
Code A.B.C. 5th Edition.

LONDON OFFICE : Technical Journals. Ltd., Caxton House, Westminster 
EUROPEAN ADVERTISING AGENTS: Hastings Bros., Limited,

King’s Chambers, Portugal Steet, Kingswaj, London. W.C.

Jas. T. Brown's

Publications
The S.A. Master Builders Federation 

Journal.
Official Organ of the National 
Federation of Building Trade 
Employers in South Africa. Pub­
lished on the 15th of each month. 
7/6 Yearly, Post Free.

The S.A. Master Builders Annual.
The Edition-de-Luxe. 150 p.p. 
Roval Quarto, Printed on Art 
Paper and elaborately Illustrated. 
Published beginning of each year.
3/6 Post Free.

The African Architect.
The Journal of the Association 
of Transvaal Architects. Pub- 
on the 1st of each month 
10/6 Yearly, Post Free.

The Architectural Year Book & Diary.
Containing full Directory of 
Registered Architects in South 
Africa, and names of Builders 
affiliated to the National Federa­
tion of Building Trade Employers 
in South Africa, besides full 
epitome of useful general informa­
tion. First Issue, Jan. 1st, 1912. 
Price 3/6, Post Free.

Builders Export Number.
Now in process of compilation. 
A useful production showing pro­
gress of South African Cities in 
Building, and other interesting 
information relating to the last 
half century. Distributed amongst 
affiliated Master Builders and 
Merchants in Great Britain and 
South Africa.

Specimen Copies, Advertisement Rates and all information on applica­
tion to the Manager. J. T. Brown's Publications, 17-18, Provident 
Buildings, Fox Street, Johannesburg.

®
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Photo o f Asphalte Road bsing laid by Tenkins & Co., outside 
G.P.O.. Johannesburg

B ox 654 'P hone 835

Jenkins <5 Co.,
THE PIONEER ASPHALTE 

CONTRACTORS
OF SOUTH AFRICA

SOLE AGENTS FOR

THE UNITED LIMMER ASPHALTE CO., LTD. 
OF LONDON

New Offices: GINSBERG CHAMBERS
(Corner o f Main and Sim m onds Street)

Store: 174, Main St., JOHANNESBURG

specialists in
^  Colonial-made Furniture 

Shop and Office Fittings
----------- ESTIMATES SUPPLIED FREE. --------------

BEARD, ELLIS & SCOTT
-------- (Late with Gordon Mitchell & C o .) ----------

Telephone No. 2577. Box No. 5184.

HENDERSON &  GORDON,
Builders and  

G eneral C ontractors.

Workshops and Offices :
CORNER BEREA & COMMISSIONER STREETS,

J O H A N N E S B U R G .Workshops : 160, Anderson St., JOHANNESBURG
P.O. BOX 5215  ’PHONE 4493

FREESTONE
C U R R E N T  C O N T R A C T S  I N C L U D E

4 0 0 . 0 0 0  c u b i c  F e e t ,  U N I O N  B U I L D I N G S ,  P R E T O R I A .
110.000 „  T O W N  H A L L ,  J O H A N N E S B U R G ,  
a l s o  G E R M I S T O N  S T A T I O N ,  M A R K E T  B U I L D I N G S ,  E t c .

R O W E , M A R S H A L L  & F L E M I N G .  p 1 r«| .  f \  •

oteenpan and rlatpan Quarries
P .O .  B o x  5 7 2 5  ’ P h o n e  2 5 2 6  m *  ^

Successful Merchants 
advertise in “ The 

_  African Architect.”

P U B L I S H E D  M O N T H L Y .

(Lransintai Itca&cr
WE are Newspaper, M agazine, and General 
Printers, Lithographers, Bookbinders, Steel, 
Copper, Brass and Process Block Engravers, 
M anufacturing Stationers, A rtists, Show 
Card and Poster Designers and Address 
Illuminators.
We do the whole of the work in our own 
factory.
We carry the largest stock of raw materials 
for Printing in South Africa.
Our factory organization provides for the 
employment of high skilled labour only. The 
proper division of labour cannot very well be 
accomplished in a small print shop.
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United Engineering Co
LIMITED.

G E N E R A L  M IN IN G  BU ILD INCS, M A R S H A L L  SQ U A R E ,

JOHANNESBURG.
( Established 1888.)

Works .—N E W  DOORNFONTEIN.

T e l e g r a m s : “ ARMATURE," 
'P h o n e s : 3484. 3485.
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W o r k s  'P h o n e  a484.

Crusher Station, recently constructed at our Doornfontein Works for the Modderfontein “ B ” G.M. Co., Ltd.Structural Steelwork
O F  E V E R Y  D E S C R IP T IO N  C O N S T R U C T E D  LO C A LLY , O R  IM P O R T E D , AS R E Q U IR E D

Large Stocks of Steel Joists, Channels,
Angles, Tees, Plates, Bars, etc., etc.

Designs Prepared. Quantities Taken Out. Estimates Given at Shortest Notice
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