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ABSTRACT

In 1994 two significant milestone transformations occurred in the balance of power and world
order in Africa. First, South Africa having abandoned its apartheid system of governance
repositioned itself as the regiomalddle power Secondly, the country embraced liberal forms of

social governance in its structures, including the media. This transformation positioned the
country within globalization andubimperialismtheories setting it on a contradictory course

with the African ontinent and its pan African ideologies. Hypothetically, sub imperialism is
linked to media and cultural imperialism argued to be the source of the distorted picture of the
African continent. I n i ght of t hdgexmooesthd r y 6 s
representation of Swaziland in South African media. It seeks to confirm or dispel the notion that
South Africa replicates stereotypical western media reporting of the continent as a result of the
structural similarities between the west @ulith Africa. The research employs thematic content
analysis to three publicatiofisThe Stay Mail & Guardian andSowetari for comparisons with

domi nant di scourses from the western mediad
underpinnings of Sauh Afri cabs medi a envi r onstnetared, t he
interview as a second method of choice. The conclusion is that South Africa replicates western

medi abs reporting of Africa.
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CHAPTER 1

1.1 Introduction

This researchis an investigatiorof the representation of Swaziland selectedSouth African
media. It is motivated by the pes994 South African transformation from apartheid to liberal
democracy that produced a medmormed bywestern media model®©genga,2010; Teer
Tomaselli, Wasserman amnig@ Beer; 2007; Botes, 2010; Ndlovu, 2QIDhere is a large body of
research that consistently points to cultural, economic and political imperialism by countries in
the Northern hemispheis responsible fathe consistent distortion dfricad smage (Ndlela,

2005; Domatob, 1994; Mchira, 2002; Mazrui, 2005; Nyamnjoh, 2010; Agutu, 2008; Mudimbe,
1998). Thee countriesare proppedby imbalances in technologies and communications where
few large corporations with commercial inteedbminate the world media spaazeating a
skewed transmission of messages ihatarmful, irrelevant to the third world and prorashew
forms dfzadc¢ ondn T h isst outtt establishif thehSeutheAffrican enedia
propagates the sameguative discoursérequentlyfoundin west ern medi ads r e
Africa given some otfhe similarities between South Africa and the wesietls to test how an

African country represents another.

The study critically analyzednewspaper items fronihe Star, Mail & Guardian and Sowetan

because tlee newspapersave a wider circulation in Swazilandin order to comprehend the
philosophical construatf the current environmenthe studyused theories that combine critical

political economy of the mediaglobalization media imperialism and a cultural studies
approachUsing a mixed methodspproachntegratingqualitative and quantitative desigrke
studyrecorded patterns or themes from stories published by the three newspagokasalyzed

them against coded domimanarratives extracted from scholarly publications on western media
representation of Africalo analyzethe theoretical and ideological underpinnimjghe current
media environment as it relates to the theor
continent,the research also empkxy the informal conversational model of intervieag a

secondnethod directed to media professials andexperts on media issues.



1.2 Aim

This research aims to identify and criticaigalyzeways in which Swaziland is represented in
selectedsouthAfrican newspapersamely,TheStar, Mail & Guardian,andSowetanlt seeksto
determine how th&outh African media replicates westemediastereotypesegardingthe rest
of Africa, with particular reference to the 20Etonomic crisisn Swazilandwhich saw an

upsurge of storieabout Swazilangublished in the South African media.

1.3 Problem statement
The qustion of imperialismgub imperialismand its effects inhe African continent has been a
source of debate amongst scholars in tHéchtury. Cagli (2009) asserts that in recent years
the concepts have been refurbished and presentgdladization and following this argument
globalizationin a capitalist setting is more like an advanced state of imperialism. There i
litany of scholarshigghat points to imperialisrand submperialismasnegativefor Africa in that
they perpetuatepoverty and dependencandermine sovereignty of states, promote racsm
slavery and inequalities, environmental degradation and propagate ethnic wars and terrorism
particularly inthe Northern and Western Africa (Keenan, 2004; Southall, 1971; Reyri8ds,
Ndlovu, 2010;Rayneret.al 2004 Thussu, 2000; Spark2007; Herman anicChesney 1997,
Curran andPark, 200]. Consideringglobalizationand imperialistcapitalist theories, South
Africa is ideologically structied and situated in Africa as a simperialist country Elif Cagli
(20097) defines the concept of sirnperialism as
A position below the imperialist countries that occupy the higher steps of the imperialist
pyramid of hierarchy. Although a stimperialist country is not yet as economically
powerful as those countries in the upstairs and not as influential as themrmilieig
the world agenda, it conducts directly expansionist relations in its own region in the
company of big imperialist powers. That is why the countries that reach this level by
climbing upwards among mediulavel developed counties are qualified as -sub
imperialist.
Theoriss of the cultural industry contend that sub imperialism andytblealizationof mediaare
synonymous with media and cultural imperialism, that is,ctreying of concepts and ideas to
other countries for the purposes of indoctrioaiOmoeraand lbagere, 2010Flew, 2003. It is
the impositionof western particularly American beliefs, concepts and values like democracy
and freedom, human rights, modernity, cansust culture and so omo dnferiord culturesthat
are unable taesist or fight backPostmodernistscholars recognizeultural contraflows as

counter hegemonic to the global fldvecauseof the rise in subaltern and gealtural media

2



flows in a digitized global communicatiorenvironment Even thenthere is a strong beli¢hat

the asymmetries cannot lweunterbalancedin that the contraf | ows are restric
cul tur al mar kets or at best t o sma(Thusspocket
2007.27).

Media and cultural imperialismare characterizedy the ownership andomination ofa few
multinational media companies or colognerates that adbeyond thecontrol of governments
(Curran andPark, 200). This can be likened to a forceful takeover of larger corporations and
buyout of smallercompanies, thus dominant companies infuse their own culture and products,
displacing and eroding local culturdgayner, Wall andKruger 004, Boyd-Barret (1998) and
Rantanen (2005) argue that media imperialism produces cultural homogametityengthens

one way dependency of the underdevelopadthe most developed countrieBlew (2005
agreesand also believesthat the concentration of media ownership and control is the most
compelling reason for cultural imperialism amarginalizatiorof nonrwesern representations in

the mairstream media. In a nutshetlominated countries are misrepresented, underrepresented
and stereotyped in that global media promotes capitalist and western values over national

identity values.

According toMchira (2002) western mediaapitalizeson the outrageous, dramatic, biased,
inaccurate sensationalize@nd non-contextualizednarrative that defieany form of objective

and professional journalism when reporting on less powerful civilizations, wdmnsiting
advanced <civili zat i oticattribubesin thdr medidare demanétratedi mp e r
through the expansion of media corporations Naspers, Sekunjalo, Times Media, Caxton,
PrimeMedia, Kagiso, South African Broadcasting Corpora{®ABC) andENCA, all of which

command a large corporate ownership presence in the African continent and sonoé tharts

world. Swaziland like many African countries is flooded with all types of South African media
covering every media space. WHouthAfric a 6 s | appaiite foracédpitabst expansion and

its imperialisticarchetypethis researclaims toanalyzeSwa zi | andds represent e
African mediaby posingthe questions below.

1.4 Research questions

1) How is Swaziland represented time threeselectedSouth AfricannewspapergStar,
Mail & Guardian,andSowetaj?



Sub question
2) To what extents Sout h Ankedia repeegestationf Swazilandinformed by

western media representations of Africa?

1.5 Rationale

There i s an extensive body of research that
representation of Africa and tle®nclusionsare similar i misrepresentations, negativism and
stereotypes (Ankomah, 2008; Botes, 2010; Jaroz, 1993; Ogenga, 29atnjdh, 2010;
Mudimbe, 1994;Hawk, 1992;Mazrui, 2005; Mody, 2012; Carruthers, 20@bo, 1992 The
negativity towards the third world fseledby western capitahterests accordingp Curran and

Park, (2000),Boyd-Barret (1998) and-lew (2007) Efforts to addresst through the United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultur@rganization (UNESCQ and the McBride
Commissiof hit asnag in 1976pecause thevestviewedthe UNESCO projecs a hindrance to
western media corporationalizatiaand free flow of information(Ojo, 2008 Mansell and
Nordenstreng2006. Since then other scholassich advianzo (2006)Mahadeocand McKinney
(2007),Ankomah (2008), Mchira (2002), Williems (2005) hademonstrated thdhe negative

story in western media about Africa still persists. With the emergence of new middle powers
such as Brazil, India and South Africa promotigipbalizationand nediberalism, there is
growing concernabout new forms of misrepresentations dfet third world (Botes, 2009;
Ogenga, 2010). This study therefore is aimed at contributing to other studies conducted by
scholars like Ogenga (20L@hosestudyof the handling of the Zimbabwean crisis (20D8)

by South African weekliesed to amongst dier conclusios, that thecrisis was superficial,
sensational and amountedntdsrepresemttion. Ogenga (2010alsoestablishedhat theweeklies

were advaning the western media neoliberal agendahoiman rights and democraeynd their

ownership structures promotes commercial exploitation.

1.5.1 Justification of Swaziland
Swaziland a predominatelynon democratic andraditionalist country sharea contradictory
relationship with South Africa owing to the history of the two countiieshe 1960sand1970s
the countryformed part of the astern fronta daunch padand battlegroundor the African

NationalCongresqANC) in its fight against ap¢heid and forged a relationship that was env

2 A UNESCO initiative aimed at establishing an equitable global mediseapxdon led by Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Sean MacBride
4



by thespirit of pan Africanism and the desire to eliminate colonialism and aparifteat much
treasured relationship seems to haxeakenedollowing SouthAf ri cads newly f ol
inspireddemocracywhich createch wave of euphoria that threatens traditionaljstme source
ofSwazil andds i de bBdtrik@ond @004) hsseuts1tdas by idicectly embracing
western democragyouth Africais expected to act asconduit ofworld necliberalismthrough
cooperating with westerstructuresncluding the Pentagoand its geopolitical alliances as well
aswestern financial powestructuressuch as the International Monetary FumdIK) and the

World Bank The country is also expected poomotewestern values such #iberalizationof

trade as well ademandpolitical transformationgrom the rest ofthe continent In the last 20

years the relationship between the two countresturned out to be a story of betrayaltvh 6 b i g
br ot h e r facaswdemdndiny Swaziland to transform or be transforriiae situation is
further compounded by tnbnaies &ra paired lamasymmdtricaé c o u
relationslip that sees Swaziland importi®$% of productsand exporting 74% to South Africa
(Makaya, 2013).The country is squashed betweklozambiqueand South Africa with two

thirds of its western border line shared with South Afridais increases dependenme South

Africa asSwazilandhas no other way to eess the sea to world markets except through South
Africa or Mozambiquelt is within thiscontradictorycontextbetween the two countriglatthis

study explores the questiontberepresentation of Swaziland in the South African media

1.5.2 Justification of period and media
The mediain2011 both in Swaziland and South Africa
frantic efforts to secure a financial bailout from South Africa dutw a z i |leeonothigd s
meltdown which hit the country to point of collaps. However, the loan hastringent
conditionssimilar to those of thelMF and World Bankas reported by th&waziObserver
newspaper (Zwane, 2014uring this period the countryemerged fromobscurity toclose
scrutiny as the flow of stories from athedia sectors headlined a number of newspapers,
reporting on a country fast deteriorating to a position of a failed stateMa@he& Guardian,
Sowetanand The Starcarried mostof the stories about Swaziland andeth have a wider
circulation in the country thamostforeign newspaper Of note, thdocal media operates under
a myriad of laws and restrictions which over the years have eroded its credibility to report
objectively. A study on media freedom iswazilandconducted in 201 recommended the
amendment of 32 restrictive laws that contradict the cgudt®nstitutional recognition of

freedom of expression and mediaacted in 200@Hlatshwayo, 2011)The current state of

el TAtFYyRQA LIfAGAOLE &dzLJISNA (i NHdzvidtdansBhool of polikicalthdughte A y T d.
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affairs promoés media imperialism ag increases demand éamarket for the South African

mediain Swazilandoecausehe South African presseports without restrictions. Stories that are
banned in the local media can be access#deiBouth African press which has a large footprint
in the cauntry. It is common therefordor readersin Swaziland to read stories in the South

African press, which otherwise would nevevebeen published in local newspapers.

1.6 Research Background and Context
16.1South Africads 1994 transformatio

South Africads post 1994 political transf or me
the continent owing to the fact that the country was the last in Africa to be freed from the
shackles of colonial rule. Howevehe country adoptea differant kind of democratic rule from

the common one party democracy assimidig other postolonial African statesSouth Africa

embraced western framed liberal democracy as the foundation of social govelhaise.

emerged as a middle power or ssuperpowelfoining the ranks of Brazil anthdia following

the end of the Cold Vf in the 1990s. This new status was furtt@npoundedy the county 6 s
geopolitical structurerich natural resourceand large military. Dependency thorist classify

this categoryasthe centre of the peripherthat is to sayabovethe countries at the periphery

and serving countries at the centrahef globalsystem of capitalism (Caporgsi®80.

Schoeman( 2 0 0 0) argues that emerging superpowers
brother &6 r ol e wiih the asstsiince mwestern supefrpawens.Bond (2012) goes
further to proclaim that not only are these countries concerned with actingi@satedgputy

sheriffs, buthavean insatiable appetit®r resourcesNeo-Marxist dependency theorists assert

that South Africa emerged as middle power that isisyierialistbecause of its participation in
every African count r prsskevwedndanoormfSouth iAfrida (Gtaaffa d e r
2007). This point is also raised bfond (2013)whop oi nt s at anthneperiglistunt r y
stance when in reality it promoteabimperialist ideologies through its vast commercial interest

in Africa, i nvol vement e Afndi claenad®&arsihg p i nthar est
includeSout hern African Devel opment Community (
Development (NEPAD), g&zil, Russia,India, China, South Africa countries (BRICSand the
Commonwealth (Schoeman, 2004; Barber, 2088)imperialist countries openly advocate and
promote the Washington ideology of world Adzeralism and its world power institutiorssich

asthe IMF and World Bank (Bond, 2012)his scenario contrastith the parAfrican character

and pride namelythat the continent can prosper and sucdedalilding a human society on its
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own asexhortedby postcolonial African governments.Ochkina (2013), Bond (2012) and
Martins (2013)theorizeSouth Afria éwestern tailored democracg alubricant of world nee
liberalism and a channel for westerapitalism The above characteristics make an interesting
case for studies on representation to ascertain if the cobatbairs the same attitude as its

western ounterparts, particularly imediarepresentatiogiof other African states.

1.6.2 Political economy of Swaziland
Although the country survived numerous attempts to annex and incorpadrdateSouth Africa
and also successfully resisted numerphasesof democratic changes in what former British
Prime Minister Harold MacmillanQvendale, 1995:455 cal |l ed Awinds of C
through the continento, it still Someagalydtsy dep
compare Swaziland to Botswana and Lesotho becawseahmorstructural political economy
reliance on South Africa as well as their landlocked geographic formation and colonial history as
British protectorates (Bischoff, 1998; Matlosa, 199anel (1984) contends that colonial
Swaziland was different from thether two countries because it was more receptive to
imperialist intrusions. Swazi kings particularlylbadzeni * were cooperative and signed
concessions with miners, hunters and farmersltnegun the loss of vast pieces of land and
displacement of two thirds of the Swazi population that remains in South Africa (Stephens,
1963). By the earlyi950s and1960s the kingdom was a hive of actwivith the British
involved in mining and produan of pulp and sugar whilst the Afrikaisewere interested in
land for grazing and farming (Stephens, 1963). As a reSwlaziland was treated as a
Bantustan, a A s o f Southt Adricagtieetelly evading eegression liram tbe
National Party geernment (Bischoff, 1988; DaniahdVilane, 1986; Matlosa, 1997).

DecolonizedSwaziland was inherited by a traditional ngapitalist class. It remains the only
country in Africa ruled by a monarch whose political and ideologicalfiselan be traced to the
16" century Hobbean medieval political thoughatkings are answerable to the divine powers
from above and everyone else must submit to the Brganleaf, 1964; Mzizi, 2004; Dube,
2013) The countryo6s Tpkhundla iscaa ¢combisajictoé the bicameral

*King Mswati IR great grandfather whose reign as king was charazerbythe influx of white settlers from
South Arica (Transvaal) and Britain.

*Tinkhundlaas system of governance emphasizes decentralization of state power from central government to
constituencies, whilst individual merit is a basis for elections and appointment to public office. As a political
structure Tinkhundlarefers to the 55 constituecies that are formed through the assemblage of a group of 5 or
more chiefs per constituency.
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Westminster type of set up and traditional monarchy. The king in 2013 decreed that the country
had become amonar chi cal democracy which he descril
monardiy and t he bal l,@1l41)b@f pavamd@uit impdrtanbevi@tiiostudy is

that Swaziland hasdual system of governance that combines both traditional and modern forms

of governancelt will therefore be interesting toontextualizethe common westernotions of

Af r i c ancivdizdd 6 and 06bat hwarredl at i on t adeol&wafzi | an

traditionalism.

1.7 Conclusion

Chapterl mapped out the trajectory of the research with reference tairthand the angle of
approachl tprobdenat i sSeoduét h Af ri cads position in the ca
with links to western powerdhe chapterlocates the study to the 2011 period dunmigich

Swazi | andobwas a the hrimkofy collapse. This isto provide a justification for
Swaziland as a choice forgltudy.Theresearch background is importaatclarify the angle of
approachand alsao bring outthe major political milestones that inforrthe studythat is, South

Af r i c a6 sdensobracy post 9dbahd its position as a middlevper with aspirationdor a
sociapolitical and economideadershipon the continent.This point is furtherexplored in

Chapter2 by analyzingstructural hegemonies within the region and Africa used lhyhS&frica

to promote its dominance

1.8 Chapter Outlines

This thesis consist®f seven @aptes. Chapter 1 is an introduction and a briefsearch
backgroundor contextual analysisChapter 2 reviews literature associated with the study
whereasChapter 3 analyses methdtiat relate to the researdbhapter 4outlines methods and
data analysis procedures summary of data findings is presenteddhapter 5Chapter 6 is an
analysis of the findings and Chapter 7 concludes the research.



CHAPTER 2
LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 Introduction

This researchbuilds on and contributes tthe work on media representat®rof Africa
(Ankomah, 2008; Domatob, 199MtahadecandMcKinney, 2007;Mchira, 2002;Mazrui, 2005;

Ndlela, 2005) Most studies orthe representation of Africa have examined western maddh

less attention has been paaithe representation of an Africacountry by African mediaThis

thesis therefore aims to contribute to that knowledge $imge the researdh situated o South

Afric a 6 simpenalpower statusit is important toanalyzet he countryods pol it
it relates to the continent. Using the Geaman (1971 ideological method of analysishis
chapter highlighgt and bring out forms ofinstitutionalizedhegemonyin the mediaas examples

of the extento which South Africawould go tospread its influencand assert itposition as a
regional and continentahegemony This also compelsthe studyto compare and contrast
continuities and discontinuities of apartheid following pb@84 transformationstowards
democraticrule. The chapterreviews studies onwestern media representatioof Africa for
purposes ofcomparison withthe Africa to Africa mediarepresentation It maps out the
difference between representations from an imperialist and-engdvialist view point to figure

out if South African media representation of other states carries the colonial tone and attitude

preval ent in western mediads representation o

22 Sout h Asubiinperi@dlst status
i We canot t hi nk |l i ke Africans i n Afri ca,

Johannesburg. 't i s noti Fesidertlaco@uma quotaed roa
by City Press23% October 2013

AWe need to make sure Swaziland is |I|liber
parties, as we must all experience freedom...everyone must have freedom in their

| i f et BalelkaMbete National Chairpersomf the African National Congresand

Speaker of thédouse of Assemblyuotedin The Times of Swazilan84™ November

2012



AYou can't transform sports without targe
be like Kenya and send athletesto®@é y mpi ¢cs t o drioMimsteioh t he
Sports and Recreatiphikile Mbalula quotedn theMail & Guardian, 29" April 2014

The proclamationsabovewhich cary a neacolonialisttone havecome tocharacterizéhe ANC
governmebh particularly theZumal e d r eaffilude eéddvardsthe regionand Africa in
general as notedby Schoeman2000 and Bond (2013).In 2011 at the height of the world
economic meltdown, Swaziland was the brink of economic collapse aneeded capital
injection of 2.4hillion Rands. The natural reaction was to turn to South Africaaféinancial
bailoutdue to the fact that the country could not meet the stoietliions of western imperial
institutions such as the IMF, World Bank and African DevelopnBamk (ADB). South Africa
responded in #ypical coloniaist6 ¢ a r r ostt i eoskady fom Swazilandto access the loaiit
hadto meet stringent conditiorearvedout of western values agerbalizedby the then Finance
Minister, PravinGordhan
The deal contains &et of objectives that promote economic and social development,
multilateral cooperation, democracy, human rights and good governance, credible and
effective leadership, development of a strong civil society and respect for universal
human rights anthe wle of law(Timse, 2011: para 4).

South Africads Chi ef Directorate of I nternat
(2013)referred to the loan as a strategy to institute political changes in Swaziland
The loan was still on the table becaube Department ofinternationalRelations and
Cooperation DIRCO) was using it as an entry point into the country. Once it was
approved, it was going to be used as point of contact to ignite change and leverage for

insistence of democratic reforf@sisa 2013: para 15).

Swazilandcancelled the deal in 2013 because the codalryhat South Africa waéoullyingbit
into acceptingconditions that wuld changeS w a z i Icuarentpdlsical climate and social life
Sout h Adsiretoshawds imperialispower to itsneighbos can also baotarizedn pre-
emptive military strikes against Lesotho, Angola and Mozambiqueaprepostapartheid Butts
andThomas, 1986). The boldnessdtex muscleéanddisplaymilitary might is reminiscent of
the west as exemplified by the Iraq war and otieéstedconflicts. Though the Angofaand
Mozambican military strikes occurred during
political economy posi994 evinces similarities of the apartheiéra (McKinely, interview
2014).
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The disproportionate sociaolitical and economic link between South Africa and Swaziland
promotes sulimperialism.The asymmetries ar@ construct of the apartheid regime responding

to numerous pressures including economic sanctions, disinvestment and Soviet adventurism.
Crucial is the railway infrastructure which enables the flow of trade in the SADC region as well
as the insatiable appte of the west for special minerals rtip$ound in the region (Butts and
Thomas;1986) Keohaneand Nye (1977) declare that there is power in interdependence because
the arrangement is asymmetrical in nature, with the less dependent country having leverage over
the more dependenne For examplethe Common Monetary Area (CMA) agreement signed in
1974 allows the South African currency, the Rand to circulate freetihldnBLNS countries
namelyBotswanalesothg Namibia and Swazilandut the same cannot be said for the other
currencieslilangeni Loti and Namibian Dollarin South Africa(Matlosa,1997) They arenot

legal tenders therefonnot circulate in &ith Africa. Botswana pulleaut from the agreement

in 1976although theRand is still largelyin use Alden and Soko (2005:372parguethat A T h e
currency links to thé&South African Randnsurs that none of the BLNS countries are able to
exacise independent fiscal policynor initiate significant changes to the prevailing
macroeconomic policies wittut Pretoria's tacit (if not @xI i ¢ i t ) SosthuAfrigaohag not

only tied its economy to the BLNS countries in the region, but also used other regional trade
organizationslike the SADC to spread its structural hegemony. Ironicaikhen the then
SouthernAfrican DevelopmentCoordinating CommunitfySADCC)was formed in 1980 it was
meant to counter balance the domination of South Africa in the refjlothat changed with the

liberalizationo f t r ade an d-inBaductiomintoAhe warlet eean@my in £990.

On the African continentthe cant r yds sub i mperiali st i deol oc
Mandela in 1994 and latepopularized by President Thabo Mbeki through his African
Renai ssance philosophy. Mb e lne s saéf fti o medo Se uwh
South Africa was nioblack enough to embody the true spirit of the continent (¥attMaseko,

1998). It recovered the pestplonial independence spirit ohp-Africanismeven as itoupledit

with necliberal ideologies (Alderand Sokg 2005). This vision was later given structural
support with the establishment of the African Renaissance Institute, which subsequently resulted

in the birth of NEPAD aimed at promoting democracy and econbb&talization(Taylor and

Nel, 2002; Herbstard Mills, 2003 ) . The c¢ o wlearlywasiosfurthendstablish itso n
structural hegemongn the continentThroughNEPAD, South Africa is active in sellingub

imperialismvalues such as democracy, good governance, conflict resolution and hghtan ri

11



Sout h

multinational South African companies across all industimetuding media corporations. Past

Afri cads eah beundtiessettadugh thee cgreimougprpliferation of
1994 the expansion of South African companies was more aggressive and extamshes
African continent than any other era in the history of the coumthwirengfbengand
McGowan (1998) observe that at the beginning ofdted South Africg more than 22rade
missions were establishadthe continent, tasked with the facilitation of trade and the promotion
of South Africanproducts Shoprite one ofthe leadinggroceryretailas is reported to be now
operating 72 shops in Africa and exporti@guth African made producte the value oR429
million a year(Daniel, NaidocandNaidu, 2004) Figure 1 below is a compilation of the top 15

South African industries with a lge presence in African economies

Fig 1

Rank Company name Country Industry

1. BHP Billiton South Africa Mining and Metals

2. Anglo American South Africa Mining and Metals

3. SABMiller South Africa Consumer Goods Food
4, Sasol South Africa Oil and Gas

5. MTN Group South Africa Teleconmunications

6. Kumba Iron Ore South Africa Mining and Metals

7. Standard Bank Group South Africa Banks and Financial

8. Angola American Platinum South Africa Mining and Metals

9. FirstRand South Africa Banks and Financial
10. Naspers South Africa Media

11. Absa Group South Africa Banksand Financial
12. Anglo gold Ashanti South Africa Mining and metals

13. Impala platinum South Africa Mining and Metals

14. Sanlam South Africa Insurance

15. Shoprite Holdings South Africa Retail and General Trading

List of top 15 South African companies with a large proliferatiorthe African continent. (SourceAfrican
Business http://www.howwemadeitinafrica.com/

Neo-colonial imperialism as Keenan (20048 proclaimsi s d r i sereus erengy cfisis

(oil) as a result of dundamental imbalancbetween energy supplg nd demando and
important economic industry drivers suakuranium. Thus60% of the top 15 South African
companies doing business in Africa are mainly from mining and metals as well as gas and oil

exploration sectors (séégurel).
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Sout h Anfperialistia thags andassociation with western structures of poware often

been received witbBuspicionby African countries who feel thath e ¢ otreatnent gf @\fsica
resembleshe western attitude of domination and control. Thmunter hegemonicriticism
reached a boiling point in 1998 when President Mugabe who was the Chair®ab6fdid not

invite President Mandela or Mbeto the DemocraticRepublic of Congo (DRC)crisis summit

held at the Victoria FallsSchoeman, 2000The fierce contestisplayed in January 20during

the election of NkosazanBlamini-Zuma as Chairperson of the African Union also serves to
highlight the tensions and lack of confidence in South Africa as a legitimate and impartial leader
with an interest to genuinely sohdrican problems. DlaminZuma went through three rounds

of elections because she could not clinch the two thirds majority needed, in a contest that divided
the continent between tli@ancophone andnglophonestates (Christie, 2012). The divisions in
theAf ri can continent have abpenmnept menibershigositbn d e b a t
in the United Nations Security Council with North Africa showing preferdoceNigeria or

Egypt over South Africa.

2.2.1 South African media imperialism
In redefiningpostapartheidSouth African media withinglobalizationand imperialism theories,
two distinct characteristiceamergethat $iow the media as imperialist. Firghe South African
mediaserves as market fgtobal cultural products, particularly of western orjgihich are also
resold to the rest of the continent. Secontlig South African media produces its own products
for the African market thereby extending its influence and dominance in the cortyneintue
of its control oftechnologies. Thisnedia modebearsthe hallmarks of an imperial media as
observed byreerTomaselli, Wasserman and de Beer, (2064 who contend that
The penetration of the South African media into Africa andcthrecomitant spread of
content originating in South Africa or the relaying of content produced outside South
Africa; al so have implications for the wa
within globalization/imperialism debate is viewed.

Media imperialism asStraubhaar (1991jhote is perpetuated byhe rapid growthof digital
communication technology arglobalizationthat has taken plada the last five decadedhis
forced third world countriesto adopt neoliberal models their mediaand communications
systemsas witnessed in Latin America, Asia and Afti&outh Africa followed the rest having
been readmitted to the world economy pt894 and assimilatedestern media models of

privatization commercializatiorand conglomeratiarRayner etal. (2004) share a similar view
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and contend that media imperialism dbaracterizedoy ownership and domination by few
multinational media companies that act beyond their jurisdiction. iffpBes that the power of
these companies lies in ownersloif satellite technolags which governments find difficult to
control as demonstrated by Naspers that dgpasvn into a global multimedia corporation.
MultiChoice DSTVa subsidiary company of Naspeusrrentlyprovides pay television services
in 50 countries out of 54 in Africa (Naspers, 20T#)e conglomeration andoncentration of the
media in the westan also be witnessdd the South African meditandscapeas slown in
Figure 2. Ninety-five per cent of the print media is run by four private companies, whilst
government through the public broadcas@ABC has42 per cent control of radiGMDDA,
2009).

Fig 2

WESTERN MEDIA OWNERSHIP SOUTH AFRICAN MEDIA OWNERSHIP
AOL (Time Warner) Private -American Naspers (Dstv) Private
AT&T Private -American Independent Group (Sekunjalo) Private
General Electric (Comcast)| Private -American Times Media Group Private
Viacom (CBS) Private -American Private Independent Titles (Caxton) Private
Walt DisneyCompany Private -American Prime Media (eTV) Private
Liberty Media Private -American Gupta Affiliated Outlets Private
News Corporation Private -Australian South African Broadcasting Corporation| Public
Sony Private -Japanese
Bertelsmann Private -German
Vivendi Private -French
ITI Group Private -Polish

Table showing South African and western mewmlianership.Source http://mg.co.za/article/2034@8-30-00-south
africaspoliticaFmedialandscapend Wikipedia

Not only did South Africa structuraliyansformits media to resemble western media models but
alsoembraced theoriesf globalizationand multinationalismin its media businesstructures.
Petrella (1992)asserts that mutmationalism in the context oflobalization refers to the
extension of national enterprises to other countries through cooperative agreements with local
industriesof similar interestthe establishment of subsidiaries or direct acquisiti@ritics of
multi-nationalismargue thait closely resembles a cartel than known global masistems of
dextbook economids (McChesney, 1999 Mody, 2003. Dependency theorists argue that
underdevelopment in the third world is perpetrdbgdthe expansion of capitalisand media
imperialism is viewed as a conduir capital expansionHermanand McChesney,1997)

14


http://mg.co.za/article/2013-08-30-00-south-africas-political-media-landscape
http://mg.co.za/article/2013-08-30-00-south-africas-political-media-landscape

SrebernyMohammadi (199y agres and assertthat third world countriesack the power to

resist or counter balance foreign cultural intrusions becalipeverty and underdevelopment.

This resultin massive global imposition of commodified westeulture in the third world, a
phenomenomalsoviewedas extende exploitation ofsmaller poor countrie€ven products that

have been reproduced to carry local content tend to follow the same pattern of a globalized

commercial outook as exemplified by programs suchiig BrotherandSouthAfrican Idols

2.2.2 South African media expansion

a)  MultiChoice DSTV expansion to Africa
An evidentexampleof South African media expansiamthedigital satellite €levisioncompany
MultiChoiceAfrica, which has expanded its network $ob Saharan Africand adjacentndian
Ocean islandsMultiChoice (DSTV) carriesall South African medigpublic (SABC) and private
radio and television stationsvith over 138 television channels and’2 radio channelsn its
digital satellite platform(Naspers, 2014)The company also has an extensiwerldwide
multinational network of other companies that provide digital and print publishing stsatkd

in the graphs below.

Fig 3.

Naspers is a broad based multinationglobal media

company that provides services in more than 13
countries worldwide in internet services, pay
television and print media.

Fig 3. Showst he companyds pay
Multi Choice DSTVincluding mobile TV in Africa,
servicing more than 8 million households.

Fig 4. Naspers interest in print media. Theompany
largely has presence in Southern Africa, Nigerig
Kenya, China and Brazil.

Fig 5. Naspersinternet services cover the larger par
of Asia and Europe, parts of Africa and South
Americads west coast.

All graphics have been sourcedmf the officialNaspers
Websitehttp://www.naspers.com/wheaveoperate.html
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Fig 4. Fig 5.

MultiChoice (DSTV) emerged from the success ofMét, which started operating on terrestrial
pay platformin 1986. In 1992M-Net channel was launched in medhan 20 countries operating
on the Gband on PAS4&atellite. Laterin 1993 Direct SatelliteTelevision(DSTV) was first
launched in Namibiaand has since spread #sia and China (Naspers, 201MultiChoice
DSTV carriescontent that igpredominantlySouthAfrican and western syndicated productions
M-Netis responsible for sourcing and commissionindocfl and international productiotike
movies (Movie Magic Channels), sporBufperspoijtand reality shows (Big Brothe(Naspers,
2014).The rest of the channedse transmitted as dirett--home servicdCNN, BBC, Aljazeera,
Discoverychannels ando or). It is important to notehat in 2000 the company also launched
Portuguese and Indian bouquetsd despite beingriticized as elitistbecauseof the perceived
high subscription feedJlultiChoice DSTV is growing with a current customer basfe8 million

subscribersn Africa (Naspers, 2014

b) SABC expansion to Africa

Post1994, the SABC showed interest to expand its netwarthe African territory. In August,
2013 it launched its first 24 hour news channel on pay TV plati2®TV, resuscitating théhen
defunctSABC News Internationalln the 1990s the public broadcaster launched two channels
meant to capture African audiencesSABC Africa newsand current affairs channel and the
Africa-2-Africa entertainment channel launched in 20B0th channels were eventually closed
down dueto finance related challengeSome critics argue that tife A B Ceéxgansionwas a
ploy to validatehe country as African podi994 considering its intricatistorical linkswith the
westThe br oadcast er 6 shatwoficslabratim Aftida anid nseasitiviEsdout thee
dominance of South African progrants both channeldelied thissamevision of the public

broadcastegiven that75 % of the contenton the Africa-2-Africa Channelwas supplied by
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SABC archives, whilst 286 was solicitedrom the rest of AfricadNdlovu, 2003) In 2004 the
SABC sold more thar2800 hours of South African produced programs to several African
countriesand others outside Africencluding Jamaica, Bhados and United Kgdom (Teer
Tomaselli, Wasserman anlg Beer, 2007)Soapoperas suclas Generationsaandlsidingo were

the mostpopular genreswith Isidingo repeated 7 times a week in Zambiecording to Teer
Tomaselli, Wasserman ande Beer(2007) The table below shows some of the popular

productions sold to the African continent and beyond

Fig 6
PROGRAM GENRE PROGRAM GENRE PROGRAM GENRE

1.7 de Laan Soapy 14. Justice for all Drama 22.The president and Documentary
the prosecutor

2. Generations Soapy 15. Behind the badge | Drama 23 The man who drove | Documentary
Mandela

3. Isidingo Soapy 16. Slavery of Love Drama 24.The life and times of | Documentary
Chris Hani

4. GoingUp Comedy | 17. EmziniWezinsizwa | Drama 25. An African Pesach Religious

5. Suburban bliss | Comedy | 18 Amagagu Children | 26. Issues of faith Religious

6. The last Edens | Nature 19. Paula and Friends | Children 27. Hosanna Religious

7. Nature on Track | Nature 20. Africa within Lifestyle 28 Tapestries Religious

13. Secrets of Nature 21 Top Billing Lifestyle

nature

Source: Refer to footrfote

The biggest buyers in Africa were Kenya, Zambia, Tanzania, Uganda, Botswana, Swaziland,
Namibia, Malawi, Nigeria, Ghana, Ethopia and Zimbabwe i(‘Teenaselli, Wasserman, de
Beer;2007).All SABC Channels (12, and 3 are nowcarried byMultiChoice DSTVwhich has

a wide signal distribution and continentalcoverageIn this scenaripas Rayner et al (2004)
believe imperialistic concepts and ideas are cartledughmedia products for the purposes of
indoctrination and upholding imperialist ideologi€®r example the SABC exports % of

South Africanand westernculture in all genres including news and western syndications
according toa survey conducted bdyledia Monitoring Africa (2012)awatchdogorganization

Some of the western syndicated programs are reprodudadaigporate South African culter
(e.gX-Factor , Friends | ). @ eaotes thattheeSABCaphdrtonsgnd2% T al e |
of its total airtimeon all of its platforms foproductions fron other African countries as thable

below shows (MMA, 2012)

6 FHg 6. Source: Teeromaselli, R. Wasserman,d¢. Beer, A(2007) South Africa as a regional powerhouse. In Daya
KishanThussu (ed)Media on the moveGlobalflow and Contraflow. London: Routledge.
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Fig 7.

ORIGIN

TOTAL TIME

SABC 1

SABC 2

SABC 3

South African

64%

82%

70%

41%

African

2%

1%

2%

2%

North American

32%

16%

28%

53%

Table showing origins of content and time spent in minutes pvbgramsand news contern all SABC
platforms(source: http://www.mediamonitoringafrica.org)

The corporationruns a transnational radgtation ChannelAfrica thatbroadcaspredominantly
in coloniaist languages (Portuguese, English and Freraig indigenous African languages
(Chinyanja, Silozi and Kiswah)li The channel is an attempt to promote the pdrcan

ideology of a united Africa.

c) ENCA expansion to Africa
ENCA formerly known ase-Newschannelis the first South African 2#our newsserviceto
expand itsservices inthe African terrainlt beganits transmission in June 200fving been
awardeda pay TV licensewith MultiChoice and Telkom Media However,e-Sat TVthe parent
company ofENCA andeTV, optedto securea channelwithin the MultiChoice Africa platform
which wasalready establishedith an extensive satellite netwofkRa Silvg 2009. The channel
also linked upwith Sky Broadcasting network in the United Kingdom and Irelasdan
intercontinental news channahtil the link with Sky pay TV platform was terminatedAugust
2014 However,it remainsan affiliate of theAfrica Channelin the UK and Irelandhs well as
Bloomberg TV AfricdFerreira, 2012)The channel covensredominately South Africastories,
but there ar@programs suclsAfrica 360thatcoversstories from the rest of the continent with
reporting teams stationed in Lagos, Harare and NaifelCA can also be accessed through
subscription in countries such as Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Namibia, Zimbabwe and South
Africa. eTValso runs a fre¢o-air terrestrialtelevisionstation eBotswanavhich broadcastin
Gaborone and surrounding areas,kimg it the only privately ownedelevision station in

Botswana.

d)  Print media expansion to the Southern African region
South Africads pr i nt SomkediAficarp madketisflagelyaldéncedn 1 n't
by the geopolitical constructio of the regionand thec 0 u n heggmdrsc status as an economic
powerhousgwhich createsdependency oSouthern Africancountrieson South Africa. It is

important to note thathe social architecture of the country was influencedthsy land
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appropriation aa displacemenof the Mfecané wars and the scramble for Africa which saw
Lesotho and Swaziland borders shrink to tiny dots on the world mdpct the Mpumalanga
province is dominated by Swazi speaking indigenous growfilst the Free State and North
West are dominated by the Basotho and Batsvetimaic groupsThis makes theSADC region

an extensionof the South African markdbr mainstream print magazine and newspaper fitles
particularly SwazilandLesothq Botswana and Namihicsome of the titles likdsolezweand
Bona (Zulu version)remainrelevant to audiences in Swaziland because of theriual links
and language similaritieso SouthAfrica. To explain the prevalence of English titles in the
BLNS countriesHorwitz quotedoy TeerTomaselli, Wasserman and de BE0D07)asserts that
postapartheid print media structuresuch as markets, ownership patterns and distribution
networks werecreated for white audienceand assuch theinflux of South African based
English magazine and newspaper titlesthe SADC region follows the expansionof white
monopoly multinational companiet these countrieHarber(interview 2014 agrees that the
South African media expansion parts of the continens driven by the desire to make profits
Awhen you timatheprintonfedighhe rclubcisalargely our immediateeighborsthen
Nigeria, Kenya...and t ddrsi ven by e c o fhismanalso beewlitreedsedahmnosigh .
business relatestorieslike theprice of petrol, excinge rates, stock exchange etc. If a political
story is published in the press, businesslaagely an interest in that stofyke the Zimbabwean

6 | a n d(Hagherantediew2014)

2.2.3 SA media proliferations to Swaziland
Swaziland like most African countries is a fertile ground for South Afrrnadiaproliferations
The public broadcast&ABC dominates both digital and terrestrial spaces providing television
and radio sergies inSwaziland.Besides SouthAfrican business interest in Swazilandl,is
important to note that thethnic originsof the Swazi people can also be traced to the Zulu
Kingdom, thus there are similarities in language and cultuhes point account for the
popularity ofSouth AfricanTV and radio statiomparticularlyLigwalagwalaandUkhozj which
enjoy awide listenership in SwazilandAll SABC television channelsl( 2 and 3) and the
private television chann& TV can be accessed on both terrestrial and digital platforms except
for ENCA news channel which can only be accessed thrdigliChoice DSTV. There are 26
radio stations, 19f these are run by tHf@ABC, and theother 7 are priva with a country wide

footprint as shown iFigure 8 below.

" Period of wars, turmoil and forced migrations between indigenous peoples of Southern Africal@41)56
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Fig 8

TV STATIONS SABC RADIO STATIONS PRIVATE RADIO
SABC 1 1. lkwekwezi 8. Munghana 15. Good Hope 1. Jacarand&
SABC 2 2. Lotus 9. RSG 16. True FM 2. East @ast*
SABC 3 3. PhalaPhala 10. SAFM 17. X-K FM 3. M-Power*
ENCA* 4. Lesedi 11. Ukhozi FM 18. Metro FM 4. Classic FM*
E-TV* 5. Motsweding 12 5FM 19. Channel Africa | 5. Radio 702*

MultiChoice* 6. Radio 2000 13. Thobela FM 6. Kaya FM*
7. Ligwalagwala 14. Umhlobo 7. Y FM*

Table showing South African television and radio stations that have a wider footprint in Sw&zilaxid.television
and radio stations are marked in asterissSource http://www.mdda.org.za/

The South African press has the largest circulatiorSwaziland P i ¢ k ayoamd GNA
Swazilandds | §dwpesh ahei Sost br Asaddilagasiosksofet ai |
newspapers andagazins andcarry over 150nagazine titlesf different genres as well as neo

than 18 mainstream newspaper tifigen South African publishers &gure9 below shows.

Fig 9

SOUTH AFRICAN PUBLICATIONS
1. Stard Daily 6. City Press 11.Job Mail 16. Lilanga
2. Stard Saturday 7. Mail &Guardian 12. Sowetan 17. Daily Sun
3. Sunday Times 8. Laduma 13. Citizen d Daily 18. Isolezwe
4. Sunday World 9. Junk Mail-Pretoria 14. Citizend Saturday
5. Sunday Sun 10. Junk Mail-J dadrg 15. Business Day

Table that shows South African newspapers carried in retail shops and newsstands in Sy&milaed
http://www.mdda.org.za/)

2.3 Western Mediad fepresentation of Africa

In investigatingmedia representations of Swazilandhe South African medjat is imperative

to first discussthe theoretical and ideological underpinnings of numerous stodiesestern

media representatigrof Africa; sudiest h a t personify Afraswalaas a
factors that contbutes to the negativieeporting of the continentAn analysisof these studies

wi || hel p us further under st a;whdethe o isatvdctordff r i c a

western ideology or notThere are several oth#dreoreticalexplanations to the construction of
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the narrow understanding of th&frica we knowtodayasshown in manyscholarly publications

exploredin subsequenthaptersof this study

The general consensus amongst many scholars is that the negative ghoiut the African
continent is rootedn colonialism and westerideas ofconquest andlomination(Carruthers,

2004; Duvdl, 2012; Mudimbe, 1988;Pieterse, 1992Spinney, 2018 It is the culminationof
hundredsof years of western hegemagmgsultingin aredefinedcontinent that conforms tihe
colonialist image Mudimbe (1988) argues thtte current picture about Africkargely recgled

in western media todaig an illusion of western imaginatiolVestern audiences rely on the
media as a source of information about Africa because little information is taught in schools
(Hawk, 1992 Wallace 2005). Franks (2005)oncursand notesthat there islack of interest

about Africawhich began in the lat&960s and earls970s withdecolonizatiorof the continent,
althoughthe cold war continued to propel western media coverage of Africa as two giants
(Democratic west and Communist east) wrestled each other in the African terrain to spread their
ideologies. i would seemnthatwestern media was only interested in Africa as long aarited

the empire narrativgéFranks, 2005)As more and more countries gained independence in the
1960s the media fizzled out and showed less intenedie continent. Main westn media like

the British Broadcasting CorporatioBBC), Daily Expressand Daily Mail had news bureaus

with fulltime reporters who filed ancontextualizedtories oraregular basishutthese reporters

were withdrawn and replaced with less experienced stringers as the cold war endek®®@she
(Franks, 2005). The Rwandan genocide provides the scale of apathy of the west in which western
newsorganizationggnored calls to expose the horrendous crinmaritted by the Hutus over

the Tutsis until almost an entire population of Tutsis was wipédSuzzane Franks (20031)

bel i evewonetAiactant hse¢ off y at a ti me was enougho a
by the timethe internationalmediarushed to the scene damage had already been Mazeui

(2005), Nyamnjoh, (2010}\nd Agutu (2008) contend that the continent is underreported; the
third world receives less attention, the flow of news is thin and realiigtsrted. Anexample is

the 1992 Somalianfamine whichreceived attentiomfter the introduction ofwesternaid relief

efforts despite the fact that the catastrophe had started more than sevesagear€Everthen

the stories were typical i pH, ¢hke collapse of tha $omaimo r
State andJN agencieérelief aid efforts lacking context and backgrouti@gundimuand Fair,

1997) Of noteis thatthere is dink between westermedia coverage of Africa ants foreign

policies in thatmedia coverages heightened where the west haserest. AsMyers etal.
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(19964) quoting aWashington Posteporter Julia Prestosbserve  B$ fareign reportingthe
State Department often makése s talsoguptedin LeeandSolomon, 199@57).

Ankomah (2008 45) gi ves an insight i nto western me
claims that the British media in particular operates on preconceived ideas that determine if a
storyis publishedor not
The 'British media report into a box'. And the box corgapreset ideas. So if a
correspondent returns from Africa with a story, or sends a story from Africa, and it does
not fit the box, one of two things happens: One, it is edited to fit the box; or two, it is
thrown into the dustbin. In those circumstan@sone correspondent from a major daily
newspaper based in London told the conference, correspondents who want to see their

stories published, are forced to conform to the box.

Debates around the negativeporting of the continent point to the unevenstibution of
production facilitiesincluding communications technologylost of the western media receive
their nevs from four major news agencieAssociated Press (APVnited Press International
(UPI), AgenceFrancePresse (AFP) and Reutefieagenciegprovide 80 percent dhenews to
newsrooms around the world, 200f which is dedicated to Africa (Ojo, 2008). These agencies
are controlled by multinational media corporations and countries that have an influence in the
United Nations system (@suAmoako, 2008; Smith, 1980). Smith (1989) argues that the
current seup promotes news imperialism
This situation perpetuates the colonial era of dependence and domination. It confines
judgment and decisions on what should be known and how itdsheuhade known into
the hands of a few. In a situation where the means of information are dominated and
monopolized by a few, freedom of these few to propagate information in the manner of
their choosing is the virtual denial to the rest of the rightnform and be informed
objectively.
Africa is forcedto receive news about itself that has béestted by the five news agencies
whose historical origins is rootedni the colonial past. Straubhaar (1991) uses dependency
theories to explain this patteinthe system compels peripherals to depend oninttastrialized
nations for processed products because of advanced industrial technologies and capital strength
whilst being exploited for raw materials. Other scholi&es Hill (2007) disagree wittStraublaar
(1991)andadvane economist theories of proddlife-cycle that upon the maturity of markets
the current imbalances willormalize This implies that Africa will eventually catch up with the
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west aggrowth in all sectors advantewardsequilibriumandinformation flow will be attained,

and thereby even ouhbalances.

2.3.1 A continent of extremes
The continent is portrayed aavaged bywars and violenceThese warsre tribalin nature
which atteststo their complexity and impossibility to solve. The figurative use of the word
Otribed becomes i mportant i n tciviEeddnedernworlpt i on
because it represents static, natural and andsamsequentlythe imagined Arica is a continent
without history, timeless anstatic (GruleyandDuvall, 2012). Spinney (2013) believes that the
west deliberately ignores and down plays the fact that the picture that persists today is a colonial
design. The unending tribal wars adldhos can be traced to the festal boarders designed in
the 19" century by European interventi®ro consciously stiup conflict between ethnic,
religious and tribal groups as an extension ofrthéevide and rule strategy (Spinney, 2013).
Carruthers(2004) alsob el i eves t hat the O6ethnicisationd
genocide in Rwanda and warlordismSomalia for it vindicatestheavs t 6 s r ol e i n t h
of the African problemAs a consequence, tlmntinent is reportedvith minimal historical
context and consistent reference to tribal wars inherited and carried over frorolage
animosities The raturalizationof violence as tribgpresentsomplicationsas it dispels violence
in more simplistic ways whilst the underlgrcontributory forces are nobntextualizedGruley
andDuvall, 2012)

The Africancontinent isalsoassociated with poverty, hunger affideaseWesterraudiences are
often shown picturees f mal nour i s hneed coéhtihlidnr etnod ,t leemetieass o f
by flies all over their faces and barren unproductive large hectares ofAmkdmah, 2008;
Ranger, 885; Wright, 1999 This sends the meggathat Africa is a basket case therefibre
cannot help itself without the intervention of the weésestern media fails to hold the west
accountable for its capitalist economic meddlingpn A f wealth beGasise issues of poverty,
hunger and diseases are part of Higger colonial legacy asomted outby Bella Mody
(2012:47)
Hunger, disease, death and illiteracy are symptoms of more basic structural causes (e.g.
unfair distributionof agricultural land or national oil profits) that need to be explained in
terms of historical settings and gkl interconnections, namely, that the affluence of the

west is related to poverty in Africa.
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Another view isthat the cycle of poverty persidtecause the continent is swamped in perennial
debts from gl obal i mp er isuh a tketMF &nd ADS for pragects a n d
that never add any value to ordinary Africans, with loan conditions that are harsh and unrealistic
(Danso, 1990 When African governments fail tbonorloan agreements, the western media
blames it on poor governance and the notion that Africans are incapaldeganriizing
themselves under a politicafructure;instead they are accustomed to dictatorshipitary rule

and corrupt regimes.

Schraedeiand Endless (1998and Petursdotti(2008) hold the notion thatvestern media has
succeedeth the past to give the HIV/AIDS pandemic an African faweng to the fact that the
continent isthe mostaffected in the worldWestern media presents the diseasan African

At hi hgodiegiener at es i nt o ,fevdkiegi thebinary istereotypecd n o t
AO®herThergfared Af ri ca f aceosr ar agtrhiemr fAuAfurri @dchiras f a c «
20026), unless western governments and human#ariagencies come to its rescu€he
continent is viewed as homogeneous, a single cultural natiantion thaignoresthe fact that

Africa is composed of 54 countries with differentltural, religious and historical experiences
African culture, withits age old customs of promiscuity amongst men and woisierted as the
primary reason for the spread of th#V/AIDS disease This is a typicalcolonial over
generalizatiorrecorded by anthropologgstvhose objective was to uphold theories that skrve

the colonial masterGadwell Cadwell and Quiggin; 2008T.his is reflective ofthe stereotype

that Africa is backward uncivilized and a misfit in any structural puzzle of the modern world.
Mchira (2002: 3) adds that , dpceresfhaeathen pepgpesr t s
who thrive in backward traditions and practices, superstitions, as well as weird outdated and

repugnant rites |ike female circumcisiono.

2.4 South African media representation of Africa

There are very few studies if any mpresentation of Africa by the South African media that are
relevant to this study. This thesis is motivated by the same réasgwndearthof studies that

seek to understand how Africa represemnhes its
Misrepresentation othe Zimbabwean Crisis by South African Weekk8902008and Janeske

Bot e $ilhhe Hopeless Coment® A Critical Comparative Aalysis of 2007/2008
representation of Africa in Time, The Economist and FinarMail, providea platform for this
research. Ogengab6s findings conclusively une

same stereotypical reporting of the African std#gveral factorcombinewith western media
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frames in terms of ownership, commercial interest and political ideologies which lead to the
conclusion that the South African media is run similarly to wesieedia.Bot es 6s ( 2 0 (
comparative study of western and African me(liame, Financial Mail and The Economigt
reveas a mixture of findings that range from positivmixed to negativevhich, is a slight
departure from known western media studiest paint an extrenlg negative picture about
Africa. There is a correlatiothoughwi t h O 2010)gstudyis terms of Africa to Africa
representation as the findings conclude that, there is more negativity fimtreial Mail than

the other two magazines of western ownership (Botes, 2009)difficult to conclude whether

that can be attriied to issues of ownership as the magazine is partly owned by a South African
company. Botes (2009) though dgesint at howownershipis linked torepresentatiomnd the
negative imageof the continent In that aspect shas consistent with Ogenga (201Q@hat
ownership influences representatiortt@sorizedby Hall (1997). Botlstudies byOgenga (2010)

and Botes (2009) doot delve into thesubimperialistic nature of South Africa as a direct
consequence of western Aldzeralism and the contradictions tratsethereof an issue thahis
thesisexplores The two scholarsdo not seek to decode the stereotypical dominant western
media narrativeand test it against the South Africanedia as this thesis ds It will be
interesting though tengageO g e n §2810)sindings in order to ascertain similarities between

the treatment of Swaziland and Zimbabwe by the South African media.

2.5 Conclusion

The above account of South Africads sub i mpe
policies and strategies to dominate the region and subsequently the continent. The apartheid
government initiateéhstitutionalizedhegemony in the form ofdsithernAfrican CustomsUnion

(SACU), binding the Southern African economies to South Africa. The new democratic South
Africa r ei nf o monmiradce through SADGand NERA&Ech saw the expansion

of South African businessascluding the mediavhich hassinceproliferatedthree quartersf

the continentthrough control of satellitenetwork technologiesThis setup promotes global
imperialismaccordingto RobertMcChesney 1998)asconcludedn his publication,The Global

Media The New Missionaries of Corporateapitalism Chapter2 also reviewed studies on
representations of Africa iwestern mediand concludedhat the negative picture about the
continent is an extension of western imperialism. Sincethis researchlargely looks at
representation of Africa in the South African mediso studies one byOgenga (2010) and
anotherBotes (2009)were singled out aselevant to tis researchChapter3 expgorestheories

that informthis study.
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CHAPTER 3
THEORETICAL AND CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

3.1 Introduction

This researchs informed bya combination otheories and selectgghrtsof critical political
economy of the media, theoriesroédia imperialismand cultural studiesThese theoriearekey
in the systematic ideological understandingtté subject under study media representation.
Critical political economy of medig importantin explaining media ownershiparticularly
media concentrain and conglomeratiosince South Africais a capitalist driven statéhat
embraces liberalism aan ideology forsocial governanceand order.To understand South
Af ri cads s ub medagl@nnangdhdthesis erajwyed media imperialism theories
The culturalstudies approacwill shed light onstereotypical neresentatios of Swaziland in the

South African media

3.2 Critical Political Economy of Media
The political economy approach is a big part of tharmaination of media which in its original
state refers to the productiodistribution and consumption of wealth (Hayd@014. This view
seeks toanalyzehow processes of internationalization, diversification aochmercialization
impact content and media practices in the quest for capital §4ds£0(1996:24) provides two
approaches to political economy
In its narrow sense, political economy is the study of social relations, particularly the
power relations that mutually constitute the production, distribution, and consumption of
resources, includop communications resources. But in its more ambitious form it is the
study of control and survival in social life.
This explanation is sufficientaccording to some critics (Hardy, 20Xy it omits therole of
advertisingasthe main source of fundings well agpublic ownershipr government ownership
and its effects on producté/hat Mosco (1996) explores is the relationship between audiences
and advertising and misses how it influences media products or psocootenerciakm The
original thinkersof classical politicaleconomy theoryike Adam Smith David Ricardo, James
Mill and Jeremy Bentharas quoted by Hardy2(014), wereinterestedn the study of wealth and
political decision making to ascertain howankind makes economic sense of scarce resources to

fulfill certain desires over otharadercapitalism
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Marx and Engeld sxamenation of the theorgarriesa moreradical view thatnfuseselemens of

power relations, for theyegit as part of bourgeois economic theg@Garnham, 2011Hardy,
2014;McChesney, 200dMar x 6 s ar gument i s f ounddeninarmer t he
over means of production extends to dominance over mental control of the workingvaass

ard Engelscited in Curran, 1982 hisis contradictoryto classical political economy arguments

by Smith (1980) who sees capitalismaaurce of peace and prosperity that satisfies all classes.
Other political economists contenthat the theory is a transition from post war American
hegemony to global transnational world communications dominance by multinational
corporatios (Garnham, 2011). The theory is most applicable in explaining communication in
capitalist societies whereommercial activity dominates because it is embedded within liberal
democratic theories and practice (McChesney, 1988)befitting then to apply critical political
economy of median this thesis becausgouth Africa as suggested by McChesney (19285

liberal structural economic desifpunded oralaissezfair market structurePicard (1989) holds

a similar view and asserts thatudies on representations relate wetb environments
underpinned by market economid&/ithin political economytheory, this thesis focuss on

media ownership and contrad explain patterns of ownership in the South African media
particularly the three publications central to the stuidye political economy theory will also

feed into media imperialism theories which expi n Sout h Axpansioo sthes me d
African continent and its imperialistic behavior underpinned by unidirectional and

commercialization strategies.

3.2.1 Media Ownership and Control
The growing pattes of ownership witnessed in the last four decaoeshe mediacan be
explained in severatays. Howevera number of scholars point to tharrow interest of politics
and capital accumulatioras primary motivation particularly growing media monopoly
(Williams, 2003; Golding anurdock, 2000 Herman andChomsky, 1988). Wilams (2003)
and Hamelink (1983) contend thatthe processes of integration, diversification and
internationalization areesponsible for the increased media concentrationoamership.State
owned and public service media are increasingly succumbing to commercial models through
partnerships such as mergers, syndications and takeovers in extreme exaroptésrm to the
neoliberalobjectiveof a global oligopoly (Nyamnjoh, 2004¢oncentrated ownership of media
is not onlywitnessed in the western woylsub imperialist countries like Indi&outh Africaand
Brazil have inherited similar media structures. In Indiee TV owner SubhasBoel is one of

the leading media and entertainment moguhdst in South Africa Naspers hastablished itself
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as African and globalmultimedia empire(Naspers, 2014Thussu, 1998; Williams, 2003)
Nyamnjoh(2004120)writesthat fithe objective of mediaperators is to control not only global
markets but also global consciousness by encouraging the emergence of a small number of
monopoly concerns which commands a disproportionate share of the globaldmarket

The duralists school of though defend concentrated media ownerships insignificant in
influencing media conterttecausehe market regulates itsel€ontent is shaped by consumer
demandl that is the public is given what they watierefore,audiences are the real power
holders. This contradictMarxism which argues thathe superstructure influences media to
reinforce  dominanceof the ruling classthrough ownership of means of production or
propagation of dominant ideologieshieved bycreating media as part of economic proesss
(Curran 2003. Ownership in théSouth Africanmedia industrycan bedefinedin a necMarxist
theoretical understandiras both private and public. Tipeint media is largely owned by private
companiesand subscribe to commerci@usinessvalues. The electronic medigSABC) is
controlled bythe state throughthe Departmentof Communicationsvhich holds 100 % of the
shara in the institution thus susceptibleto manipulationby the ruling class(also refer to
Chapter 2) This mediasetup carries remnantsf postcolonial African medissystemswhere
governments controlled media in the naafdi n at i o no (Byamnjold ROOX)Of note is
thatthe SABCalso embracesommerciakm, hence there is a great dedlpressurdo generate
profits. MultiChoice DSTYV is privately owned, whilst thinree newspaperdije Star, Mail &
Guardian and Sowetai centralto this researctare owned by private companiésSekunjalo
Independent Media Grountrepreneur Trevor Ncube afddmes Media Groupgespectively
Hermanand Chomsky (199%in their propaganda model suggest that ownership, size and profit
affect the way media handles its discoursith a bias towards prof# Theyarguethat content
reflectsthe interest of the markeWith advertisers being the principal source of incothes

state of affairssometimeaundermineghe watchdogrole of the medigHermanand Chomsky,
1994. Curran, (2000a) agrees th#ie media structure of sharehold and owneship is
designed to maximizergfits hencethe influence of advertising in newsroom practice is evident
in thatmediahave to, as Low (2001;58) ar gues dAcoll ect, package
a dv er tThisatsa expains the popular right wing discourse of democracy and human rights
in the South Africanprint media which is a parallel ideologyto capitalism and free market
largely advanced by media owne&udies on western medisgepresentation of #ica also

point tomedia ownershipnd the interest to make proféscontributos to thenegativeimageof

the contineh (Hawk, 1992. The senseis that the media has to disseminate discourses that

28



promote commeeialismor that capture audiencdssues are therefore selectively covetedd

to be norcontextualizedor ignoredin favour of stories that have a potential to generate
business.This result n underreportingmisrepresentation anstereotyping all of which are

viewed as contributsrto the underdevelopmenif the African continen(Ankomah, 2008; Ebo,

1992; Jaroz, 1993)he theis of media ownership and control can also be extended to media
imperialism theories toexplain Sout h Africads aggressive 14
commercialzationin the African market. Thisn turne x pl ai ns Sout h Africad
and its role as a condudr western ideologyasdiscussedn the next sub section

3.3 Media Imperialism
3.3.1 Introduction

The South African mediaan be locatetdetween theories aflobalizationand neecolonialism.
This is because of its function as a bridge to global liberal expansionist philosophies vihédst at
same time pursuing its own expansionist and domination program through exporting media
products tathe region and the rest of Africa. In understanding this phenomdémsrresearch
settledfor the media imperlesm theory to explain thglobal flow and contra flowof media
products Media imperialismtheory is conceptually differenbut interrelatedto cultural
imperialism and sometimes used interchangeablyamalyzing imbalances of power and
dominance of the west in inteti@al media communicationt. is useful to question the rising
power of western media coogeration and its implications;the unreciprocated
communications antheir links to capitalism theorieegmmercialism) as well as the dominance
of imperialist languages and infrastructurethsy relate to ne&c ol oni al i s m. Sout
media products are largelgformed bywestern mods, carry a large amount of imperialist
language (English) and the flow is biased,-dinéctional and unreciprocated as observed by
Ndlovu (2000) and Teefomaselli, Wassermaandde Beer (2007), Kupenterview,2014) and
Harber (nterview, 2014). It issignificant also to mention that these concepts fall within the
larger theory of globalization and interdependence of cultural and economic activities. There is a
close association between media imperialism and the dependency paradigm though this research
will concentrate on the latter. Thekims anchored on the point that

dependency theorsargue that, while the old imperialist control was based on brutal and

militaristic power and economic domination, the new imperialism is based on ideological

manipulation by mainly Westettmased multinational corporations, that control the means

of commurcations(Sonderling as cited in Ndlovu, 20001).
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Media imperialism is born out of the dependermywestern communications technologies

which is part of the bigger nemlonial strategypy countries at the centféldlovu, 2000).

3.3.2 The Theory

Boyd-Barrett as quoted by Sparks (2085) defines media imperialism as,
the process whereby the ownership, structure, distribution or content of the media in any
one country and singly or together subject to substantial external pressures from the
media interests of any other country or countries without proportionate retiproof
influence by the country so affected.
The media imperialism thesis subsihat western media conglomeration, largely American,
promotes underdevelopmem the third world and erosion of cultures, whilst upholding
capitalist values for coungsat the centreNordenstreng (20123) explainghat,fi L a i-fails e z
leads to monopolization and creat@ecc ol oni al ,chean thal is opheddoby pest
Cold War scholars wheubscribe tahe theoryof a homogerzed world culture because of the
dominance of western medighe mechanics of media imperialism as viewed by scholars like
Thussu (200Q)Flew (2007),Sparks (2007) anéierman and McChesney (1997) is anchored
between the corporationalizati of the communications sector by western governmehts,
military as well as foreign policiesvhere neacolonialism is aggressively pursue@lobal
capitalism andnodernizationare behind the expansionist theory to promote market economies
and westerwalues. Asa resulfthe global media sphere is dominated by 11 companies as shown
in Chapter 2, figre 2. BoydBarrett (1998) contends that the development of mass
communications as a one way technology or along commercial lines, exemplified by the
Americanmedia structureserves as the backbot®the imperialist nature of western media.
The advent of satellite technology which offers little resistance from third world media threatens
to suppress and subordinate media systems because satellite signadsti@arsrhitted across
national boders (Le Sueur Stewart, 199This undermines any state regulation and control of
local broadcasters and subsequently the sovereignty of nations. Sussman (1981) and Hamelink
(1984) raise a concern that sieetechnologies are susceptitioreign capital manipulation and

their initial design disproportionately serves the interestonglomerates.

Media imperialism theoryalso reveals the development of professional norredues and
practicesof mediaprograming and medinarratives (concept of newajopted in the¢hird world
countriesas a creation ahe west (Sparks, 2007). Thesgluesar e embedded i n t

what is perceived to be a o6freed mddestarn and
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media For instance factors such as timeliness, impact, prominence, proximitg bizarre,
conflict and human interestetermine newsworthiness and vawé a program or a potential
newsstoryin terms of structw and the nature of content. This point is further enforced by the
observation that not only does the west develop western media values to be transplanted to third
world countries but also provides training that extends to western technologies used in
devebping countries. Sparks (2007:106)akes a similar point
The people who worked in media systems of developing countries were likely to have
been educated along European or American lines...professional personae of media
workers in developing countriestad to make them effectively as alien in their own
countries as their colonialist predecessors had been.
Crui se and :& adghs iream th¢ doidtAalBove apdint outthat it ec hnol ogy
training are instruments of continuing subordinatothe devel oped worl do. B
training the content of media bears the hallmarkshefcolonialist and dependenoa western
countries The intimate relationship between theories of modernization and dependeried has
some critics to suggest thatderdevelopment in the third world is linked to capitalism, which is

perpetrated by media imperialism (Park, 1998).

Media imperialisntheory alsaevealsthe oneway flow of information even for countries at sub
imperial level whose media facilities are strong, like Brazil, South Africa and India but still
import more content that often exceeds 70% of their total content supply (Sparks, 2007). This
accordirg to Thussu (2000) is linked to liberalism as a form of social order. The rationale is that
people in sub imperial countries relate more to western culture, thought to be promoted by the
openness of the system to foreign ideology. This also serves amg stige for the western
media to dictate the global discourse and tipeivatizationand free market related policies
which serve to benefit them, thus also setting the agenda for the rest of the wonhdtditre,

third world views and perspectiveseararely represented in the western world (Herman and
McChesney, 1997). Media imperialism theory according to CuarahPark (2000) sees neo
liberalism and deregulation as vital in tbelfregulationof markets which in essence corrodes

the sovereigntyf nations. In theoryalues of nationalism and protectionism are undermined by
capital and business relat@dactices The theory also exposes the dependesrtand over
indulgence in imperialist languages like English, French and Portuguese as largusgsse

in media products. Language being a primary vehicle for the infusion of foreign cultures and
values is prone to be used as a channelAfoericanizationof the third world populations.

Though some programs are transcribed from imperialist tal Inguages Thussu (2000)
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denounces that as a ploy to suppress local competition than a counter measure to the dominance
of foreign languagesThe framework of transcribed programgarries the same western
commercialvalues tomaintain the stranglehold of corporationghe end result is the total
collapse of local industrighatare unable to compete in scale and scope of supply. As a form of
counter cultural imperialispresearchers observe a steady reciprocated supply dfigirons

that emanate from the South to the North, reflecting a hybridized media which caldspEsic
communities (Straubhaar, 1991)However, Mosco (1996) feels that such productions are
dominated by elites in the Sout groupthathaswestern inflence in terms of technology and
training thus the output is largely the sanieconsumerist material with strong western

influence.

The McBride commissiowasthe climax of the media imperialism debateshe 1970swherea

group of Nonaligned Nations within UNESCO met to create an information and communication
plan aimed at crafting a more equitable global media represen{MiacBride, 1980) The
Commission produce@ report, Many Voices One World, which recommended dalanced
information flowthat wouldrepresent angortray Africain a fair and just manné€MacBride,

1980) Al t hough the Commi ssionds f i nUnited@ateswer e
of America (USA), United Kingdom (UK) and Singapore who arthe major sponsorsof
UNESCOdisagreed with the document and subsequently withdrew frororgamization this

attempt vividly demonstrated the conceunrounding negative discoursasoutthe third world.

An analysis of several studies (Musa, 19%®bach 1997; Smith, 1980 postNew World
Information andCommunicationsOrder (NWICO) debatesshows thathe asymmetries in the
political economyof mediahaveremainedhe same despite much agitation from the third world

to address the information flows between thdustrialized and nonindustrialized naions.
Nordenstreng (2012) argukat the radical and reformist narrative of NWICO was run over by
globalizationand its nediberal agenda of corporatialization, and that being the casthe

political econany of western media still serve the int&s®of the western order. Thantra flow

to western news media brought by thashrooming of news agenciasd the stablishment of

news networks such as Aljazee€@entral Chinese Television (CCT\nd Russian Television

(RT) in the eashas not unsettled the mainstream western r@ganizationsInstead scholars

such as Adamu (2018: view the contraflowsa s A1 mper i al jbscauseftmecast b el
hypotheticallyis waging its own imperialism orwhat isnowk nown as O6soft 6 i

(Chinese and Russian expansionist ideologies)
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3.3.3 Criticism of Media Imperialism
The mediaimperialism thesis isriticized forfuelling theassumptiorthat audiences are passive
and stand ready to receive what the North decodes to the South without resistance or counter
reaction. Cohen (2000argues that the consumption oestern imposed beliefs, valuasd
lifestyles by the third world does not automatically translate to the adoption of dhstens.
Thereis the likelihood of counter reactiofhis point thereforalispels the hypothesis of global
culturalhomogenizationAn example is the widespread anti Amenicentiment, particularly in
Islamic countries in thdliddle Easto r  Z i m baatibnperidliststanceupheldby President
Mugabe and his governmenthis demonstrates the impracticality of a homogenizedd.
Instead a hybridized cultural world is advanced by Srebavighammadi (1996) who contends
that cultures are subjected to the complexities of influences in a traded and sometimes
equilibrated way that questions media imperialism as a one way flow of western Grigian
andPark (2000) share the same point and insist that rather than being viewed as a channel for
oneway imposition of western beliefs and values, globalised media brings ideas and issues to
the fore which otherwise would have been suppresse@fgssivegovernments in their own
media systems. For instandbe South African and international media report regularly on
democracy and multiparty developments in Swaziland than the local media which appears to be
entangled ininstitutionalized censorsip and other barriers to freedom tfe press Other
theoriss advance the argument that theoriegjlobalizationdo not only objectively impact the
western world, but such positive transformationaiso shared with the entire world. Tée
theoriescreatean understanding and a more harmonious universe which results in cooperation

and solidarity.

The Gramscianthesis of hegemonglismis®s criticism of media imperialismvhich arguethat
audiences are not passive and canndtdmogenizedMorley (1993)contends thaaudiencesn
developing countries only react to ideas tlaegnot part of in the first placehis suggest that

the intellectual systems and structures that create hegemonic ideologies afereadh for
developing groups to make fair aneciprocated contributions as Currand Park (2000) and
SrebernyMohammadi (1996) suggest. The media also is only a fraction of the apparatus used by
hegemonic groups to exert their moral and intellectual leadership which according tsciGram
(1971), caralso be exercised through the control of institutions like schools, religious bodies and
hospitals. The power to repeal the massive dominance of foreign ideologies cannot be sustained

for a long time by disadvantageptoups. Eventuallsomething has to @&, in the advent of
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continuous exposure to foreign messages. Thus the notioharhagenizedtulture may not be

guaranteed, but it is real.

3.3.4 Reflections
In reflecting on the media imperialism theory and how it explains South Adrissub
imperialismin the African continent, three points were extracted asmmaryanalysis.lIt is
apparent that South African media uphotde samevaluesassociated wittcapitalism which
according to Sparks (2007)romotesmedia imperialismand underdevelopment. This can be
witnessed in itdbehavioras a commercially oriented media with a dual interest to export both
western and South African culture@sinted ouin chapter 2. Sdauh Af ri cads aggres
in the African media terrain is m® of a business and commercial strategy than a moral concern
carvedout of a pan African spirit and genuine act of counter cultural imperialism (Harber
interview 2014). The country produces a high number of productnimperialist language
(English), contradicting the dictates and spirit of NWICO which advocates for a free flow and
diversity of information.For example MultiChoicemu | t i me d i domieantp in rAfeica s
has a high numbef westerrand South AfricanEnglish language produced programs. This also
applies to the numerous South African newspaper and magazine titles particularly in the SADC
region. There aréew if any, media products produced in indigenous languages like Ki Swabhili
widely spoken irthe Eastern African region to capture indigenous African voices and keep the
pan Afiican spirit alive. Ndlovu (2010:28%lescribes the scenario appropriately whewhies
AiSouth African media content, especiasoytipop
Af r i cMedi@dimperialism theory also reveals the prevalence of franchised and transcribed
western products in the South African media as a concerted effort to destroy local productions in

the process of promoting products of western origin

The unidirectional communication by the South African media to Afrigithough thereare
contraflows from the east (€ntral Chinese Television Aljazeera, France24)s explained
through western control of technologies which is part oflainger military and foreign policy
strategyof western governments in pursuit thieir neacolonialist agendaSouth Africa being
part of the countries at the centkthe periphery reproduceor directly dispatchs everything
western or American to African audiences. &@lain this phenomenon the media imperialism
theory proclaims that countries with similar structwedanizationsand media interest collude
and subject other countries to undue disproportionate pressure (Sparks, B 7inedia

landscape maybe changin t h o u g h  welentlessin@dstmenta ¢he mediaenvironment
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in Africa, which according to Harbe(interview, 2014 hasreached $&illion in the last ten
years.China now holds20% stake in the SekunjalmdependentGroup and 35% shares on

Naspersnternetbusiness (Wu, 2014).

Media imperialism theorglictatethat global oligopolization of western media atie consistent
imposition of western mass medieoducts orpeople of the Soutts likely to result in cultural
homogeneitypbecause thdominance of the western media is unlikely to be contaifigdres3,

4 and 5n Chapter Zemonstrat¢ghe dominance of South African medMy(tiChoice in Africa
andotherparts of the worldvhich is largely carried ouhrough collaborating with local media
andassistancén technology fromthe west South African hegemoniyn Africa is set to continue
with reports of establishingnaAfrican news channel getting stronger following an agreement
signed betweeBekunjaloindependent Medigroupand CCTV (Mkhwanazi, 2014).

3.4 Cultural Studies

The wiltural studiesapproachbefits this researchn the sense that it looks deepato the
meaning of texto unearth the underlying codasd power relations that influence meaning. Hall
(1997)on a Marxist line of thoughtarguesthat communications and power are intertwined and
groupsthat hold power in societynfluencewhat gets representebh light of this, the cultural
studies approdcgives us an opportunity to question discourses around capitalism, patriarchy,
heterosexism, white supremacy and imperialigdesmondhalgh, 2002)Capitalism and
imperialismare a big part of thistudyto understandhe asymmetriebetween South Africand
Swaziland. Theesearchalsooffers theopportunity to challenge underlying complexities behind
discourses that promote stereotypical representatibrswaziland how such discoursefeed
into cultural power, which voicemremore audiblerersus thenarginalizedn society.In essence
the cultural studiesapproachunearthsthe way meaningn text weaves itself o society.
Representationis a big part of cultural studies in thatconnects meaning and languagfea

common culture group

3.4.1 Theories of representation
This study is premisk on the ideathat representation functions as an element of social
construction. Society creates its own systems, signs and concepts to produce meaning (Hall,
1997). Hall as quoted by Orgad (201Z) definesr e pr esent ati on as Al mea
explanations and frames for understanding what the world is and why and how it works in a

particular wayo. | ion objectsnsucheas dothds, carg, thuildegspranaba a t
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viewed beyond their physicgboses and functions but as representations of meaning to
under stand 0 r e a |IRepregeatatiopfinctigna dvithin thé priddipal code of
language Languageitself is a set of signs and symbols that are constituted through sounds,
images, objectsyritten words, musical notesetc i n whi ch peopl eds feel.i
are represented (Hall, 1997). This thasiprimarily interested in the construction of meaning

from language (text) to understand representations of Swaziland in the Aoigan media.

Choi (2004) advancethe notion that language can be presentetthéform of catch phrases,
depictions and metaphoend as suchmeaning is never rigidHall (1997) introduces two

popular approaches towards representation; the reflettigmimetic) and constructionist
(constructivist) approa@s Although this thesis will focus on the constructionist perspedtive

is imperative taanalyzeboth for a holistic understanding of thpproachesand how they relate

to the current study. Rlettioniss grant that language parallels the true meaning of an object as

it already exist. The assumption is that representation functions as a reflection or a mirror of
pre-existing meaning. Critics of the reflective approach point dtatgs regardingits rigidity in

a fast flowing and 6l iqui dd gl obiaobfithe @tiionenvi r
that representations themselves raise mixed feelings and conftmisthey cannot be said to

exclusively reflect reality.

The conguctionist paradigndismisses theeflectionist system of thoughwhich holdsthat
representation mirrors realitynstead, the constructionist paradigsserts that representation is
a selective constructioaf certainelements of reality, generating nméag and also excluding
othermeaninggOgard, 2012). Stewart Hall (19%):summarizeit as follows
We give things meaning by how we represent them; the words we use about them; the
stories we tellaboutthem; the images of them we produce; the emotwasassociate
with them; the ways we classify and conceptualize them; the value we place on them.
In a nutshellthe constructionist view of representatiposits that realitys constructed Hall,
1997; Gillespie andlronybee, 2006Mcdonald, 2003). Postructuraliss advance a slightly
different argument from traditional constructiosist that they refute the element feexisting
6trut hdé andarghansead thatthgré are signs and symbols that pretend to stand for
0real i tyd) Th®viggvasdalso heldby &ill (2007) who contetstat meaning is fluid
contrary to the notion that it is wunivocal
itresisef i xi tyo (20)graercdnstrucdnistidw runsinto theproblem of opening up
to different interpretations of meanings resulting in failure to pin responsibility because of

inability to link representation and reality (Mcdonal@003). Despite the epistemological
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differences of theéwo views they are both anclored in the ideology of representation as a
process of constructiormhis researcHollows the constructioist paradigm in that it seeks to
constructmeaning from discourses selectedSouth African medigublicationsby employinga
thematic code of analysis methorthis isto ascertain the representasaosf Swaziland in the

South African mediawhich is the main objective of this study

3.4.2 Representation and power
The study of media representation entails investigating waysvhich types of media
representationveave themselveis sophisticated and latent ways in the contestation of power
relations and its reproductioscholars of Marxist thoughtBauman, 2007; Gill, 20Q7Hall,
1997; Milner, 2002;Mcdonald,2003 contend hat power relationnterlacethemselvesn the
process of representation and construction of knowledge, concepts arid inetlee media.
Consequently,most research in media representation focuses on the dominator and the
dominatedin the studyof gender, race, sexualignd soon. This therefore meantat making
meaning of events i mplies t hTadt beinghteercasenediae s e v
has the power tproject certain viewsro 6r eal i t y 6 iThisisdurtheraethded lmyu | a r
Ogard (20125) who asserts thdat P o we r relations are encoded |
media representations in turn produce and reproduce power relations by constructing knowledge,
values, conceptions and b&i@ This is the point where media imperialism and the thedbry

representation meet.

Gramsod §1971) theoryof hegemonyprovides a clear view of media and powethatmediaas

a tool for dominat groups isone of the sites where cultural dominance is exercrsediabeing
an institution that constructgertain meaningjof events. The dominant notion is that mediaas
cultural site produceand reproducgand circulate ommonsengieassumptionsand in the
process marginalizingon hegemonicviews. However, counter hegemonic arguments contend
that whilst powerful views are circulated in medibere is also cont&gtion of these views.
Fouaultd £1980 model isslightly different from Gramsciin that he argues that power is
institutional and not repressive as some critics would thitks means thafiThe act of
representatioqproducing meaning through text and imégéself transforms power relations and
subjectivities and the way we experience and ngefourselves. Irshort, representation is
constitutive poway (Ogard, 20128). The significance ofapresentatioand power is dealt with
in the following sectiorwhere stereotypingand binary oppositionsare explained as an art to

maintain symbolic ordeand domination. Thissymbolic6 bor der i ngdé or der S
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fundamental structural system of repression in westeedia representatisnof Africa as
il lustrated i n the section on stereotypes i

continent 6 .

3.4.3 Stereotypesand 6 Ot her i ngo
Stereotypes form a large part of the theories of representdiay. function as part ofthe
systems and methods the fabricationof the negative picture about Africahis research is
interested imanalyzingand identifyingtraits andpatternsthat aresimilar to dominant western
media reporting of Africa in the South African medldese patterns will be compared to South
Af r i c a oreportimge af Swaazilandn order to ascertain the extetot which South Arican
media is informed by western medidilton and von Hippel (1996) and Seita (1986) define
stereotypes as convictions about biedavior physiognomyand traits of a group or its members.
Stereotypes are not necessarily liakhough they are wely considered to be negativEllen
Seita (1986) agrees but feels that the hegemonic nature of stereotypes largely makes them
negative because of their cause and effect attribBtesgoes on to make an example quoting
Bell (198126):
Stereotypes aboutlacks, often describe differences in education between blacks and
whites. The complex, deeply entrenched factors that keep blacks from succeeding in a
whited o mi nat ed e d u camt effaxtn af | theirs sulsotdieabte é position in
society...is represented the stereotype as a single, racial characteristic: blacks are less
intelligent than whites. The nature of such stereotypes attempts to explain and to justify
obvious inequalities in a society whose official ideology is racial equality.
Colonialists deplyed stereotypedo systematically attain a position of domiion It is not
surprising then that there are less studies on positive stereotypes patrticularly because they are
associated with the powerful, i mpsltyiicndg atnhda td
deserve the same attention and treatment given to negative stereotypes (Seita, 1986).
Contradictory beliefs or stereotypes cannot be easily reversed. In the teaepvidential
information is presentedhe possibility is that it may ndbe easily accepted or change an
individual to believe the contrary. For exampma& image to someone from the west that shows
Africa with beautiful cities and modern super highways may not necessarily dispel the dominant
western picture that frames Afrigs homogeneous with exotic animals roaming everywhere
(Mchira, 2002).
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Stereotypes function within the code of 060th
and divides humanity into two groups whose identity is valued as uneven. One groupntspres

the norm whilst the other is defined by its faults (Staszak, 2008). So otherness according to
Staszak (2008:2) Ais the result gfoapd{(B8Usrés
Self) constructs one or many dominatedgut o u p s ( HAef) byesngmatiingGtdifference

T real or imagined presented as a negation of identity and thus a motive for potential

di scr i mi n a tid tlatthere ha® fo benaodisgroportionate value in the distribution of
power for the creation ofthe 6 o t hoeacdr. Staszak (2008) claims that the geographic
construction of 00t heringd serves to reinfor
hierarchy of civilizations and theomogeneous structural constrwftthe world. Jaroz (1992)
provides an exap |l e of how stereotypes amgdhe in@aptoe r i n g
0 dao kt i.nHe obsedves Hithismetaphofii dent i fi es and i ncorpor e
as the 0600ther6 in a way that r eafrdcistvaliationse st er
of Afri ca and Af r i c aod)s bhis (mpliasr that the me@Eh@ :brings negative

refl ections against the African continent i

alienation of the ¢ on tessnoévalidatirgsvesterh domiaabdn laredr 6 i
power . AThe metaphor homogenizes and fl atten
specifities of social and econoaroz 19921065.e s s e s

The historical origins of i metaphor can be traced to the colonial western traders, religious
expeditions, explorers and ethnographic writers who had encewitbrthe continent (Reimer,

2011). The picture of extreme pessimism in Western media is born out of the stereotypica

met aphor, Africa the Adarko continent. A clc
construction of other methods and systems of dominance such as sexism and racial
discrimination, using stereotypirepd6é Ot h e r i n g $of differentratngapdodomination.

The roots of the Rwandan catastrophe are traceable to the Belgian colonial era, where racist
ideologies thatsought to classify the Hutu and the Tutsis as different were perpetrated and

institutionalized by Europeans (Reimer, 2011).

3.5 Conclusion

This chapter mapped otite philosophicaknvironmentof the media in South AfricaCritical
political economy with a focus onedia ownership and control explaththe capitalist nature of
the South African media mergers, partnershpand syndicationgonducted byMultiChoice,
SABC and ENCA. Media imperialismas an analytical framework clarified issues of

commercializationand the dominase of South Africa and the wesh the cultural and
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information sphere. Media representations thewesented some of they elementscentralto
the ideologyof representationparticularly stereotypes which form a significant component in

thisresearch
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CHAPTER 4
METHODOLOGY AND DATA ANALYSIS PROCEDURES

4.1 Introduction

This chapteiintroduces design methods and procedures of analysis to justify the use of mixed
methods in this research. However, because the main question is concerned with the broader
media represntation of Swaziland in the South African media, the study also emipleysase

study research design narrow the inquirynto a few media publication§ o accomplishdata
diversity, datawas sourced from newspaper texXnews stories) and interview$he research

settled forcontent analysis and the interview as data collectioa analysiamethods whilst
thematic analysisvas usedfor data interpretatianThurmond (2001) believes that diversity of

data creates inventive ways of understanding a phemaméhus increasingnd diversifying the

data baseas well as analyzing the research questions from various angles increases the validity
of o n er@sudts (Patton, 2002).

4.2 Research Design and Process

4.2.1 Mixed methods design
To be able to draw aomprehensive and conclusive picture of the representation of Swaziland in
the South African medjahe studyusedmixed methods approach defined by Tashakkori and
Creswell (200781 ) as a Aresearch in which the invest:i
the findings, and draws inferences using both qualitative and quantitative approaches or methods
inasinglestudyopr ogr am of iixedonathodsyagproacH ik lely associated with
pragmatism in that itocuseson what works contrary to the rigidity of other methods (Teddlie
and Tashakkori, 2009). For instance in this reseatich analysis of the articles is presented in
tabularform and pie charts as well as tgxvords) as complementamgethodsto achieve both
gualitative and quantitative explorations. The advantage of using mixed methods research is that
it provides a strengthfor weaknesses oboth qualitative and quantitative methods in one
research. For ingahce quantitative methodse viewed as weak in contextual understanding or
setting that affects the response of participants and voices are not directly heard but merely
lumped up in numbers and statistics, which is a strength for qualit@searchQualitative
methods arargued to be weak in that researchers apply personal interpretations which may be
biased andail to generalize findings of larger groupshich is a strengthof the quantitative

approach (Cresweland PlanaeClark, 2011). This thefere implies thatthe mixed methods
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approach provides a strong case for studying research problems because of the flexibility to use
all research tools for data collection and subsequently answer questions that may not be

answered by either qualitative gquantitative methods alone (CreswaiidPlancClark, 2011).

The combination of both deductive and induc:
value in that the mathematical analysis (pie cantl tables) enables accurate comparisons to be
drawn, whilst at the same time applying inductive reasoning to the research problem. For
instanceFigurel0 shows thafThe Starand theMail & Guardian published more stories about
Swaziland in 2011, 43% and 43.3% against 14% fromSbeetan The theory ishat the

Sowetanis largely targeted ahe black South Africanworking class of lower Living Standard
Measure (LSM 15), whilst theMail & Guardian and The Startarget middle to higher income

groups (LSM €10) including professionals, academics, tosrast foreigners (SAARF, 2014).

The targeigroupfor bothThe Starand theMail & Guardian is pan African andhave interesin

current affairs issues beyond South Africa and the African contihente the high number of

stories published on Swaziland 612

Creswell (2014) introduces three types of the mixed method apprb&otonvergentparallel

mixed methodexplanatory sequentiahixed method as well asxploratory sequentiahixed

metlod. This research settled folorvergent parallel mixedanethod which allows for data
collection to be done at the same time (quantitative and qualitative). An analysis of the data is
done separately though, to compare both qualitativie qrantitative dataCreswell (2014)
argues that the results should be $hene because the data sets often complement each other.
Likewiseg in this research the data was collected at the same time but managed separately to
produce illustrations like the tables and pie charts with afepth explanation in text (words).
Contray to the convergent paralleinixed method, the xplanatory sequentiahixed method
advances the collection of quantitative data first, which is then analyzed and the results used to
build towards the qualitative phade this instance the qualitative dgisimethod is used as a
secondry method (Teddlie and Tashakkori, 2009). Meanwhilehe eploratory sequential

mixed method is the opposite of th&pknatory sequentiamixed method. Itbegins with
gualitative analysis as the primary method and mergdsthétquantitative as a subsection of

the main method.

CreswellandPlanaClark (2011) contend that the mixed method approach is not meant to water

down the values of both qualitative and quantitative methods and may not produce results for
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every researclproblem That being the caset is significant to conduct an evaluatido
determinef the research problem needs to be tackigig themixed methods approach before

one engages it. Teddlend Tashakkori (2009) agree and assert that researamest be well

skilled in both qualitative and quantitative data collection skid$ note an assessment of
resources and time in which to collect both qualitative and quantitative data must be made before
an undertaking is made. The reseasgiectedthe mixed method approach because the
advantages of the method far outweigh the disadvantéige®veduseful in thesimplification

and presentation d¢hrge volumes of raw data into pie chatébles andgraphs(173 newspaper

articles from three newspapaublications)as well agproviding narrativesumrmary analysis.

4.2.2 Case Study

The mainresearchguestion seeks texplorethe representation of Swaziland selectedSouth

African media Obviously,the study of three newspaper publications cannot represent the entire
South African media. It is in light of the above that the study also engages the case study method
asa way to narrow down the study to a few cases or publications. From the typesliaf me
available in South Africa, the study prefers newspaper publications bexsidgamnjoh (2005)

notes, States armore rigid andcontrolling in broadcast mediavhen it comes taeditorial
independencehan print media.This implies that newspapers arengeally less censored and

enjoy relative freedom than broadcast me&abert Stake (1995) presents three types of case
studies identified amtrinsic, instrumentabndcollective Intrinsic case study takes interest in a
particular case as a result o$ itniqueness and ordinariness. The aim is not necessarily to
understand abstract phenomenon or theories but to explore the distinctive nature of the case. The
intrinsic attraction in the case is the main drive behind the study (Stake, 1995). The inverse of
intrinsic is instrumental case stugywhichia par ti cul ar case i s exami
an issue or refi neme237). Thé case supporsaire ynuestigaon afk e ,
something elsewhich means thahe analysis of the casernsgnified to prove a hypothesis. In a
nutshell the case is chosen to understand other phea@mnexternal interesiCollective case

studyis an extension of instrumental case stutlge idea is that rather than focusing on one
case, collective case st extended to several cases whilst maintaining the same elements and
structure found in instrumental case studies. The choice of cases may or may not be similar but
the bottom line is that they lead to convergent conclusions (Yin, 2003). This stuefptadalls

within the collective instrumental case study method because of multiple casender

investigation(The Star, Mail & Guardianand Sowetaih and theobjectiveis not to investigate

43



the operations of the Bewspapeorganizations but they are used as instrumenisiderstanch

bigger research problem, thatput h Afri cads sub i mperial i sm.

4.2.3 Sampling methods
The study employed non-probability purposive sampling in choosing publications for the
research to avoid the rigidity that goes with probability sampling. This meshagpropriate
becausdhe publications are different someaspects €.g.target market, contenthence non
probability sampling accommodates variation®oherty (1994) argues that ngnobability
sampling is a contradiction of probability samplingcause, probability sampling requires that
the units of study must be the same orehthe same characteristicddahemethod of skection
must also be consisteniacobyand Handlin (1991)recognizethat there is a purpose or
predefined featuren nonprobability purposive samplingo be followed despite its random
character. For instanadl the publications in this research have a wide circulation in Swaziland
and are privately owneds highlightedin Chapterl. To increase representation eample
population three publications were chosen for the study.

4.3 Data Collection and analysis

4.3.1 Content Analysis
As a research technique Klaus Krippendor ff
content analysisa$it he mani fest and | atent content of
book or film) through classification, tabulaticemd evaluation of its key symbols and themes in
order to ascertain its meaning and probabl e
manifestation of certain features in a body of research work to discover representations and
messages and thmeattached meaning. It is associated with the quantitative tradition although
Abrahamson (1983) contends that it can be used for both qualitative and quantitative methods of
examining messageh this research it is utilized as a wafyquantifying andamalyzing features
in media articles to ascertain patterns and occurrences. Given its advantages to manage manifest
content and inferences, this technique is appropriate in that this research evaluates

representations.

The study utilized all articles publied about Swaziland in theStar, Mail & Guardian and
Sowetarduring the period of 2011, from January to December. Maé & Guardianand The
Star articles were obtainedfrom their online database which holds archived material. The
Sowetarstorieswereextractedrom hard copies at the National Library in Pretoria, because their
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online database does not hold some of the archived material. The ideapuiotd all articles
published about Swaziland. This entailed downloading and printing all steiesthe tag name
6Swazil and 2Dht¢ $térandMaib&nGubrdian hewspaper databases. Meanwhile,
stories from th&Sowetarwere manually copied from the 2011 editions of the newspaper. Two of
the publications are produced dailyhe Starand Sowetah whilst Mail & Guardianis a weekly
publication. In total there were 173 newspaper articles extracted from allpthibéeations as

shown below:

Fig. 10
Publication No. of articles
Sowetan 24
Mail and Guardian 75
The Star 74
Total 173

Thetable showghe number of articles that were produce all the publications.

Sowetan
14%

43 %

Mail & Guardian
43.3%

The pie chart interprets the table above showing the total number of articles produced by the publications in a

percentage format

The articles range across all sepiglitical and economic classifications, but for ease of analysis
they were divided using the general newspaper layout method of political, economic, social and
sports issues. This classification automatically generated th&mnéise categoriation of the
articles.Political articles are those that relat® governance, uprisings, protests &conomic
articlesare those¢hat deal with business, loan bailout, economic collapskeso onSocial issues
encapsulateoyal weddings, patriarchal abuse, HIV/AIC®d other related matterShe last
category sports, covers all sections of sports disciplines. The table and the pie chart below show

the number of articles per categonder the newspaper layout themes
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Fig. 11

Theme The Star Mail & Guardian Sowetan
Political 20 33 9
Economics 36 30 12
Social 18 12 2
Sports 0 0 1
Total 74 75 24

The Star Sowetan Mail Guardian
®Political = Economic & Social u Political ®Economic & Social @ Sports u Political = Economic & Social

8% 4%

16%

24%

The thematic separation of the articles above shows areas of interest s#lébedSouth
African media when covering Swazilan@he Starand Sowetanhave a larger volume of
economic stories which consistently followse factthat during the period of study, Swaziland
was undergoing economic related challenges. Meanwhile during thepssioe there was a lot
of political activity initiated bypro-democracygroups who are discontea with the current
state of affairs. Thiss shown throughthe Mail & Guardian which had more political than
economic stories as shown in &ig 11 above. Ofnotg there were no sports related stories
covered in bothrhe Starand theMail & Guardian during the period of study. Th&owetan
captured only onsportsstory that relatéto a South African based Swazi born player who plies
his trade in one of th®p soccer team<rlando PiratesOtherwise the rest of the publications

had no sports stories at all.

4.3.2 Semi-structured interviews
To make up for the shortfall dhe content analysis research technique, the study employed
gualitative researcimterview. The interview research technique explores beliefs and experiences
of participantson a subject matterAs such, interviewsre significant in understanding the
underlying factors of a social phenomenon (Robson, 2002). In the case of thishrabeagcis

very little information as pointed out in Chapter 2 that pertains to the representation of an
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African countryby another To plug that gapvhere little information is known, interviews tend
to be very usefulGill, Stewart, Treasure, ChadwicRp08) The study used serstructured
interviews because of thestructurewhich allows forfluidity in the exploration of ideas that are
not outlinedin the main questions. This approach comparedht® rigidity of structured
interview, allows for exploration of new information that may have been omittedpimves
valuable to the study (Gill et.al008). BlessHigsorSmith and Kage€2006)observe that in
semistructured interviewsparticipants can infuse their own understanding expukriences of
phenomena as they see fit.

In designing the outline of the interviethe nonprobability purposive sampling strategy was
againpreferred over probability sampling method. Chilisa and Preece (2005) assert that in this
strategy participants have to be knowledgeable in the area of study. Unlike probability sampling,
this method does not involve random sampling and the disadvantage is that it is difficult to
ascertain if the samples do or dot represent the population. Consiaerithis research, this

implies that participants may or may not possess the required knowledge and depth to respond
satisfactorily to the subject matt&ven expert€an be wrong sometime$rochim,2000).Non
probability sampling can be further divideato two sampling methods, listed as accidental or
purposive (Battaglia, 201Doherty,1994). Purposive sampling which is ideal for this research

is selfexplanatory that is, sampling with a purpose or sampling predefined material or groups.
This research opted to sample experts who are knowledgeable in media and the political
economy of South Africa. The idea is to understand the ideological underpinnings of the current
media environment as it pertains to the theory of representation and South Af6 s r ol e i
continent. Experts provide validity of informatidinderegg Prall, Harold, and Schneider;

2010) In this research the expereyaluatedand commented ontheories of representation and
South Africads posi ti oexperis who davespuldiished expensivelysoh s t

media issues as shown below were chosen for this research.

Fig. 12

Name Biography

Professor TawanaKupe Deputy Vice Chancellor Finance, HR and TransformationHead and
University of Witwatersrand | Professor for Media Studiess Newspaper and magazine columnist ang
commentator for television and radio.

Professor Anton Haber Adjunct Professor of Journalism at Wits University and a founding Edito
University of Witwatersrand | of the Mail & Quardian. Former CEO ofKagisoBroadcasting and has
served in several professional boards.
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The interviews were conducted after obtaining the ethics clearance certificates from the ethics
committee, University of Witwatersrand. First, contacts were made through an email that had an
introductory letter attached detailing the research, proposestiop® and an agreement form

that lays out the rights of both the interviewer and interviewee. Gillham @28)0€ontends that

the first contacts before the interview are important because they send the mesgage to
participants thafiyou are taking thénterview seriously; that you appreciate their cooperation;
that the occasion is important to you; that you respect their rights and feelings in thé. matter
Since the strategy was to ulee semi structured interview, questi®nvere carefully drawn
relating to the participanda r eas of expertise. These were 00
to respond as comprehensively as possiBlé interview sessions were recorded in order to
capture and save the accurate suanms of the interview. Reaaling, asBenjamin(1981) points

out, allows for the assessment of the tone, body language and extraction of quotable sentences.

4.4 Data Interpretation

4.4.1 Thematic Analysis
For data interpretation the study used thematic analysis, a qualiteithed nestled within the
social constructionist epistemology. Other scholars claim that it can be classified as an
essentialists or realist method because of its ability to report on experience, meanings and reality
of participants Braun and Clark2006) Ibrahim (2012) and Hayes (1997) define it as a process
of comprehensive <classification of cross ref
themes.Braun and Clark(2006:6) define it a s , mefihad for identifying, analyzing, and
reporting patters (themes) withind a t a Olst thi§Vaxplanation sounds too simplistthis
method carries overlapping components as a way to see, make sense, analyze, observe and
convert information Thematic analysis as a method of choice for this research was idftayme
the fact that most of the stories about Swaziland are short pieces of aBgpagegraphs, thus
other methods of analysis such as dissewanalysis were discountadn Dijk (1998) affirms
thatdiscourse analysis requires a meticulanalysis of dnguagestructure sentenceand words,
henceanalyzing 173articles would be overwhelmindgn developing a thematic code, reflecting
on prior research as outlined in Chapter 2 is significant in order to capture some of the dominant
themes/metaphors to hused as baseline themes for this research. For instance metaphors and
stereotypes that define Africa asdarkd continent, rampant with tribal wars and diseasede
selectedasthematic synergy codes. This conforms to Boyat¢i®98) assertion that thematic
codes are prior research/data driven or theory drivexcording toBoyat zi s (1998:

theory driven approach is comfortable for many researchers because they are starting from their
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own theory or s o npeceedag te teseP their thenthtic tdues oonsistent
with their theoryo. Thus thematic coding ref
helped answer the second questitmat deals witlthe extentto which South African med@ s
representationf Swaziland is informed by western media representation of ABiza&xtension

the investigation aimedlsotoc onf i rm or di spel the hypothesi
economy is structured as a conduit of western ideolblgg.link between priorasearch thematic

synergy codes as demonstrated in Figure 13 and themes devippleid studyadvance into

theory development and solid research findings that contribute a valuable piece of information
into theacademic body of knowledge (Boyatzis, 1998)

4.6 Conclusion

This chapter outlined research design methods and procedures of anliysd. method
research techniqusas chosen aappropriatefor this researchlhis method of study caes the
advantage ofuanced well founded results in that the main questiare answered from
different angles explored through different research techniques. Ther@sagrchguestionis
bestanswered by employing thematic analysis techniques whissubquestionis answered
through the semistructured interview technique. This chapter also narrated the sampling

procedures and the reasons behind the chosen sampling techniques.
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CHAPTER 5
DATA FINDINGS

5.1 Introduction
This chapter presentsrarrative sumray of datafindings as informedy the design methods

and procedures of analysmitined in Chapter 4. &lng thematic angbis and semistructured
interviews, this chapter presents arganizedanalysis of stories and how they relate to d@ntn
western media themes and its reporting of the African stomgvealsthemeswhich can be
construed aseao-coloniaist; themes thatdvocate democratichanges and castigafvaziland

as a failed stateith a leadership that sut of touch with the masseasd theworld order

5.2 Data Analysis

5.2.1 Thematic Analysis
Three themes emerged from the analysis of stoniegbe publicationsunder study. A close
analysis of the stories from all the publications revealed similarities because they were obtained
from the same source¥he majority of storieswere supplied by the main international news
agenciesReuters, Bloomberg, Associated Pressl theSouhern African FPess Association
Consequentlyit was easier to combine all the stories basesleatoralcategorizatiorand extract
the three themes. This is wsistent with the groupings inh@pter 4 of news items based on
context (political, economic, social and sporf)e mainthemes are accompanied thematic
synergy codes under theotescolumn as shown in Figel3 thatexplains similaritieswith
dominantstereotypesommon in western adia reporting oAfrica. Thisis meant taunderstand
how the studyelates to western media representation ofié& as explained in Chapter 2 and
Chapter 4

Fig. 13
Sector Main Theme Notes

1. Political Democratization | Swaziland ought to transform from the current system of
governance to democraewnything n@m democratic results i
endemigpolitical instability , coupsandcivil wars.

2. Economic | A countryin 2011 economic crisis that almost brought the country t

Crisis economic collapsepoints to a country being stalked b

hunger, famine andstarvation.

3. Social Kingés lifestyle Kingés opulent lifestyle in the face of poverty and diseiag
typi cal o fmaladnfinistratoa 6aad dictatorship
regimes

Tableshowing themédmsed on the sectartalster of stories from the three publications.
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5.2.2 Analysis according to themes
a) THEME 1. Political - Democratization

This theme is associated with stories on political activities in the gouFiie gories were
predominately on prdemocracyactivities calling for the country to transform from its current
systemof governanceéo embracenstead,democratic ruleThe news reportare mostlyon the
crackdown of predemocrag protests, trade union strikesid SouthAfrican solidarity towards
denocratic changedrom organizationssuch as ©ngress ofSouth African Trade Unions
(COSATU), ANC Youth League and &ith African CommunistParty (SACP) The table and
pie chartbelow show that the Mail & Guardian gave prominence tatories under the

democratizatiothemeby publishing33 storiesout of 62 from the three newspapers combined.

This translates t63%, whilst The StarandSowetarrecordel a 326 and 15% respectively

Fig. 14
Theme (Political) The Star Mail & Guardian Sowetan Total
Democratization 20 33 9 62
Sowetan
15%
Mail &
Guardian
53.23%
Summary

Four articles were selected for andne pt h a n a ldgmoératizatod  tt heem en.

presented as summaries witbwspaper headlines.

1 The Mail & Guardianin its 15" April 2011 edition boldly carries théheadling fiTime
for Change in Swaziland ANC say®. This headline can be interpreted aglirective
from the ANC. It sounds authoritative and reminiscent of the imperialisivesbt s
commanding attitudéowards third world countrie® open up tademocrat systems of

governancelndirectly it asserts that time is up for &mand either she compliesr
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facest he wr at h q South Afiicglt feels awkwarel andl unexpectedanst

the background th&wazilandhasa historical relationship with the ruling party ANG

partnerdn the fight against apartheidutlined in Chapter.IThe article urges the masses

to revolt and exer pressureagainst the regime for them tealize democracy as

motivated by EbrahinEbrahim (201116), Deputy Minister of International Relations

guotedbelow.
Having emerged from the brutal past of apartheid that has led to scores of our
people being assassinated, assaulted, detained and imprisoned, South Africa today
is a world renownedemaocratic constitutional model. Were it not for the National
Party led minority regime having been forced by the masses of our people to
engage in dialogue with the African national Congress and other liberation
movements prior 1994, this would have berpossible.

The Starin its 24" June editiorcarries asimilar headline entitledfiSwaziland must end
monarchyo. Thearticleisabout Swazi |l andas tbwhamthelsauthl o ut
African government is reported to have attached condigmed at exerting political
pressure
The response by the South African government to this desperate plea by the king
was to tie stringent conditions, which included the unbanning of political parties
and the formation of a transition government which will lead the country to

democratic eleobins.

Sout h Af r i c deinecratizaswagilanel snaysotind as a noble gestubait

scholars like Tlly (2008) argue that imperialism/sub imperialism and democracy are
convergent ideologie3.he Sowetamewsgpaperin 2011published severaétters from the

public in its columnLettersto the Editorcalling on the king to relinquish powaiah}

J or g e (2604302 analysis oftypes ofletters to the editocolumnsas a mediated

site for public discourse leads tssertionghatthe Sowetamewspaperunsan fiact i vi
publ i ci t.yhisdsosb hegausit is confrontationalagainst hegemonigroups

Hynds (1991)agrees andtontendsthat the columns significant and essential in the
operation ofa democratic systemOne of the letters from a resident of Piet Retief,
MakhosonkheMkhaliphi (201]) tittedi Swa zi s n e e dweidghs imonctire &ssug 0

of regime change by declarirtbat i | t I's c¢criminal for Ms wat

monarchto cling to power using a 1973 declaratioy his father Sobhuza I, banning
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political partie€d, ther ef or e Ai t 6 s-d b W (Béwethn@0115h Quoting o
Martin Luther King Jnr, Mkhaliphpr oc |l ai ms t hat
e v er y w8osvetan,d0115). The Table belowprovides more examplesnder the

democratizatiotheme extracted from all three publications

Fig. 15

Ai njustice

Headline

Newspaper

Date of publication

Swaziunions plan another show down with
government

Mail and Guardian

17" June 2011

Swaziland opposes bail for pro democracy
activists.

Mail and Guardian

27" April 2011

King declares war ahead of Swazi uprising The Star 22 March 2011
Swazi group callsfor April 12 revolt . The Star 26" February 2011
Swazi kingdom faces revolt Sowetan 23% June 2011
Democracy wil/| expose Sowetan 3 September 2011

b) THEME 2. Economic T A country in crisis

This theme carries stories relatem the 2011 economic crisis during which Swaziland was
pressured to apply for a loan bailout to avert an economic catastrophe. All the publications
carried stories relating to a failing economy, loan bailout applicatt@hconditions as well as

IMF efforts to stabilizethe crisis. The application raised a public outcry both in Swaziland and
South Africa from people who felt théte country should not be given the loan because of its
poor human rights record and failure @mbracedemocracy Some were ifavor though for

South Africa to process the loan in order to avert a bigger economic crisiswanidthresult in

mass migration of the Swazi population to South Afsicauldthe economy failThere areafew

stories that deakith subjects indirectly el at ed t o the crisis

provider of cellular network services in Swaziland, as well as the closing down of a paper mill
company SappUsuthd. The $ar ran more stories on the economic challerafeSwaziland (36

out of 78) than the other two newspapers. This tteslto 46 % against 38 foam theMail &
Guardian and 15 %from Sowetan Of note the Mail & Guardian led on stories under the

political cluster, whilstThe Starpublished more storieis the economiccluster.The table and

8 When King Sobhuza Il repealed the 1968 constitution which had been introduced by the British, heegffectiv
centralized all powers of government to him and banned all political and unionized activity. This was done through
the 1973 decree in which he justified it as removing all alien practices which do not conform to the Swazi way of

life.

°The closure bSappi Usuthu in 2010 due to market related conditions and forest fires was one of the early

warning signs of the magnitude of the economic crisis in Swaziland.
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the pie chart below show some of the stories clust@rdte economics sectander thetheme,

fi @ountry in crisie.

Fig. 16
Theme (Economic) The Star Mail & Guardian Sowetan Total
A country in crisis 36 30 12 78
Sowetan
15.3%
46.1%
Mail &
Guardian
38.4%
Summary

For further detailed analysis on the economics setbor articles were selected for andepth
analysis of the Acountry in crisiso theme. T

headlines.

M i6Broked Swazil and ¢ ailé& Guadagi 1¥"Mayi2011 Ehe r v an t
article presents Swazilarada country thais out ofcontrol unable tgay its own public
workers As a resultteachers and other public servants have resolved to march to the
South African and American embassies to demand for an international asset freeze
against the ing. The king is criticized for his lavish lifestytegether with his family and
the entireroyal householdThe inability to pay public servants signifies a system and a
country on the brink of a total collapse Potter (2002) contends thasucha situation
amounts toa failed statewhich he defineasfit he weakening of a S

capacityo

§ The Stari 1% April, 2011, ran a similar story of a governmetiat ®uld no longer

A

sustainitselfiSwa zi | and cano6t ) plaEeyoveriment is leportet oibec b |

failing to settleUS 2 million dollarsin arrearsto a company thaprovides electricity
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services, lte Swaziland ElectricityCompany (SECJor servicesrenderedo government
owned entities. This is attributed to the coundiguidity crisis which has resulted in
government borrowing from its private banks to run itdesys.Consequentlyprograms
such as HIV/AIDS preventiohave beerdisrupted.The crisis therefore hasparked a

downwardspiralof all government social services.

1 Meanwhile tle Sowetarran an article about theUniversity of Swaziland which failed to
openon timefor one of its semestel®cause of financiaonstraint{Swazi varsity fails

to open this term). The Staralso publisheda story of more than 10@00 orphans

financed by governmentho, apparentlydropped out of school because of the financial

crisis (Schools hardest hit by Swazi debt crisis)Fuel shortagebave also grounded
water tankers that supply schools with portable wdtke above account of storiesa

reflecion of a country which cano longersustain itseli 6 a

1 ASwaziland must get its house in rer, warns World Banko. This article suggest
that the countrymay beforced to devaluéts currency wich is peggedwith the South
African Randbecause of the fiscal criseaused by60% drop in income revenue from
SACUgover nment 0s
its reserves to supplement its huge wage Witlich isone ofthe highest in the region

The artide reports that the country éarrying a deficit that is 13% of ther@sDomestic

mai n s o ugatsereporfed to haedbnsack .

counisBy

n

cris

Th

Product (GDP) double that of the previous ye&lobal monetary structures have issued

a warning that the country may have to be subjected téMReStructural Adjusiment
Program (SAP) interventionif the situation does not improvdhis as Cardoscand
Helwege (292) chargehas severe consequendesac ountr yoés
(Mail & Guardian - 22" May 2013). The following table showstber headlines as

examples of h e tahceunte in @risi@ .

Fig. 17

Headline Newspaper Date of publication
King begs for Money to prop up Swaziland The Star 24" June2011
Swazi king complains about IMFE The Star 15" September 2011
Swazi bailoutoutcry. Sowetan 7" July 2011

Swaziland economy near collapsesays IMF.

Mail and Guardian

16" November 2011

Swazi6cat astropheo

as

b

Mail and Guardian

24" June 2011
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C) THEME 3. Social i King® lifestyle
Social sectorstories constitute the lowest volunre all the publicationsand they are mostly
centeredon the kK n difesbyle. Thereare stories that are not linked to tka n Igedssch as
amalgamation of Swazi unions to form one federation, efforts to curb risedspf HIV/AIDS as
well as the popular annual Bustire Festival that draws people from around the world. A few
stories from theMail & Guardianreport o physical abuse of one of thengé wives who was
eventually thrown oubf the royal household. There are however some positive stories on
Swazilandand its circumcision program in ttight against HIV/AIDS as well as a story on a
book launch that retrasectivities of the ANC in Swaziland dudnthe years of aparthei@he
Sowvetanhas the lowestumberof stories under the social cluster (2) published during the period
of study out of 32 stories from all the newspapmymbined. The Star has a higher volume of
56% more than thevlail & Guardianand Sowetarthat recorded 38% and 6% respectively as
shownin thetable and pie chart below.

Fig. 18
Theme(Social) The Star Mail & Guardian Sowetan Total
Kingdos | 18 12 2 32
Sowetan
6.25%
Mail &
Guardian
38%
Summary
Thek i ngibsestyl e is central to this theme and

style in the advent of abject poverty. The general feeling is that some of ties slassified
underthis category are meant to discreditd humiliatehe king. Hadlines likeh Do we have
carry the bur denanflioS w atzhiil saanpdhdalyobaonys@gar daddyo

that appeared ifihe Sta(8" August, 2011) and thelail & Guardian(5" August, 2011 arenot

only demeaning to the king as head of stétgt also to president Zuma who is reported to be
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conflicted over personal and business ties withkihg. The publications usexpressionsand

idiomatic phrases that may be construed as distastietblasii Ki ng Mswat i behave
in China shop and,iSwa z i l oan | i ke giving méatrhert o a
detailed analysisn the social sectarluster four articles were selected for an-depth analysis

of thek i nlgeét@e theme. They are presented as summarnidsr theirespectivenewspaper

headlines.

1 fRoyal wife begs rescue from abuge This article published by thelail & Guardian
(15" July 2011)presents the king as an abuser and violator of human righiss att
account ofa trail of allegedabuse(physical and emotional)f one of thek i n @i\®es
(12" by the royal guards who ammidto be keeping her under house arréésuestions
the validity and relevance of traditions and custosugh as polygamyn a modern
society The article suggestshat thequeenis being held hostage in that she mot
allowed to see anyone outside of the toigamily: fimy friends and family have been
banned from seeing me and | really feel I
feel | i k e Mdil &suardian, 201d)i Thed situ@tion is presentad a manner
reminiscentof medieval times whea king had absolute power over his sulgeutd

treated them as property.

1 TheMail & Guardianalso published a story on the"®8pril 2011 about contradictions
between thd i n ldeStde and the state of the econafiyAnger over Mswat.i
f or Roy al.Withamgechployngeot levels as high as 80% and a population where
70% live in absolute poverty according to the pubiggtthe king is expected to exercise
Ob¢lighteningd measures rather than conduc
a delegation of 50 peop|eeferring to Prince William and Catherine Middleton wedding
i 29" April 2011]. The timing of the travel seems to have sparked an outrage because
government was in the processragotiating thdoan bailoutwith South Africa The
article notes the growing angieom pro-democracygroups (Action for Southern Africa,
Swaziland DemocracCampaign and Swaziland Vigilondon) who araunhappyabout

thek i nldgeétyde of opulence amidst genemsuffering.

9 The Staq16™ August, 2011yan a similar headline that dedithek i n lgvisislifestyle,
as resultstudents at th&niversity of Swaziland want the king to save the institution by
using his money to reopen The institution waseportedly shut down due to financial

problems {iSwazi studentswant he ki ng t).dhe&iogusglamed fpad the
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economic woedaced by the country because of excessive expendimrears and

palaces. As counter argumenThe Star(28" December, 2011) ran an article in which

the king blames foreigners for tlbeo u n t r y(dealous foreigharssmade us pogr

The king isquoted encouraging citizen to persevere despite difficuich ey shot a
with bows and arrows, making all sorts of statements about the country...when they see
their arrows fall short they wiThdStag26t di s
December 2011)The table below showstleer headlines asxamples of the theme,

AKingGs lifestyleo .

Fig. 19

Headline Newspaper Date of publication
Swaziland | oan a 0 haa( MailandGuardian 5™ August2011
Swazi qu etaled matrigochal abyse Mail and Guardian 18" July 2011
Call s to ofgeediothMswat i 6 ¢ Mailand Guardian 29" July 2011
Swazi royal family thrown into sordid disarray. The Star 15" December 2011
OWe have created a mol The Star 17" November 2011
Swazikings1®wi f e 6t hrown o] The Star 21" November 2011

5.3 Semi-structured Interviews

In understanding the theoretical underpinninfthe South African medipost1994 and how it
links to western med@a sepreserdtion of Africa, a total of 5 questions were answered by
mediaexpeats on the political economy dfie South African mediaThe resultant narrative from
the transcribed interviews generatbceecorethemesThe themedink to both questions in that
they seek to clarify théehaviorof the South African medias itrelates to representations of
Swaziland andhe African continentThe interviewshighlight continuities and discontinuities
foll owi ng Sostl®htrasformaticnanedationto western media representations
of Africa. The subsequernalysis from the interviews situatibe study amongst other research

works of similar nature as profiled in the literature review

5.3.1 SA media and representation of Africa
Kupe (interview, 2014) observes thaSout h Afri cads reporting of
fragments and tone of western media reporting\frica in that theSouth Africanmedialargely
receivetheir stories from western owned news agenidiesBloomberg, Reuterand Assocated

Press This implies that thdensthroughwhich they see Africa and thfeaming of the stories
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both have avestern outlookiFor anexample stories that have been sourced from these agencies
over desche events or placesan indication that they aneritten with theconsciousness that
someonen Europe or Americés not familiar with the continent
Sometimes the telling sign is that the stories taken from Reuters will be written like...this
tiny land locked country, in Southern Africa...meaning Liescand you read that in a
South African newspaper...this shows that the story was not meant for a South African
audience, rather for an audience somewhere else thahdbesderstand where Lesotho
is (Kupe,interview2014)
The aboveobservationraisesquestionof whetherSouth African mediarepresent Africaor re

represenit.

Harber (interview, 2014)is of the view that private interest takes precedence over national
interest hence the media prioritizes stories where it has ttetateons The intricate part is that
South African trade is interlinked with international tradée multinational South African
companies trading in most African countries are an extension of western conglomnates.
coveragetherefore particularly business @ties carries the interest of the investors against
public interestTwenty years into democracy according to Habaterview, 2014xhe coverage
of Africa should have been good, particulathy the public broadcaster which is more
representative of thmasses than the private media. However, it has failed dismally as he recalls
how the public broadcasthlastily establishebureaus in the African contineint the early years
of the countryds democracy:
The public broadcaster went out boldly a few yeags to start a 24 hour news channel
and opened up bureaus all over the place...tragically it was badly and poorly planned and
messed up and eventually retreated. They
see greatenews coverage, it was bizaftgarber,interview2014).

The South African medido not have a different paradigm from western media because media
management and financing modale of western desigas argued by Kupénterview, 2014)
Thefinancing model through commercial mechanismtyjscaly European and does not work
well for Africa in that a large part of the population is poor and cannot afford newspmapers
subscriptions in the case of digitaledia. Themedia in South Africaalso largely use the
colonialistlanguage Englishand are urban basedthus marginalizng rural populationsvhich

attess to the notiorthatthese mediaveredransplantedto the continentKupe (interview, 2014)

pointsout thatthe mediadwatchdo@functionas moral responsibility principleracticedby the
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South African medids a direct importationof wha he calls Westminster model or British
standard®f politics where the mediapplies the two sides of the stargluein its reporting
|l tds the oppositi 0babovwwenrsugheConsehvaives. Whereasgn p ar
Africa the opposition and the ruling party may not necessarily represent the masses. They
use what they call both sides of the story instead of the many sides of the story. Why
because in South Africa you may find the whitieehind a black elite but also a black
community which neither areepresented by the black elite or the white elite. If you
focus on the two you miss the big side of the s{Bype, interview2014).
This phenomenon can also be explained by the triumptheofEconomic FreedomFighters
(EFF)in the2014presidentiaklections
The emergence of the EFF in 9 months and getting 25 seats shows that there was a voice
that i s not represented. The press repres
there was something bigger, theveere at least a million votes behind Malema and
perhaps even more if the EFF had the same kind of resources as the ANC and
Democratic Party (DA) (Kupenterview2014).
Kupe (ibid) notesthatthe South Africanpress ofterdoesnot reportabout business that affects
the poor people or the economy of local people but largely about the multinational corporations
and foreign investorsThe topics therefore in business stories and the way they deal with the
poor hae a particular ngative bias towards the disadvantaged asmiesl in the Marikana
reportingin which, in the words of Kupanterview,2014),i They see the stri ke
because they are going to deter foreigar inve:

wages and their |livelihoodo.

This point is further expounded by #bar (interview, 2014) who contends that there are

remnants of western media stereotypical reporting in the South African reporting of Africa
One of the critiques would be that Afritas covered when itds onl
di sease. .. You know we dono6t Ebolm.Noekrat dbii er r a
coverage oZimbabwe it was largely driven by the fact that our private media represents
certain interests and concerns that ghépe way we see Zimbabwe and the biggest
concern about what is happening in Zimbabwe is that it will happemnfeferring to the
so called o6l and grabdo] .

Harber (interview, 2014)also thinks thasomeof the coveragdnas been good andsightful,

therefore it canndbe generalizedhat South African coverag# Africa is stereotyal although

it is fragmentedAt a macro levelthe country subscribes to neoliberal policies and South Africa
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has embraced the idea that democraay @evelopment godnd in hand, which explains the

medi abs selective reporting of stories.

5.3.2 Contradictions and pan Africanism
To a large extentKupe (interview, 2014) believes South African media contradicts the
continen& character in that it mimics western media in all its structurebemalior He asserts
that it isnot what an African media should look likeecause whatve see is anedia that
translatesvestern attitudginto the African domain
If it was in reversejnstead of Reuters writing stories about Africa but South Africa
writing stories about Africa from an African perspective to the rest of the world, | think
the African image would be different, shaped by a South African media that took an
African perspedte (Kupe,interview2014).
Kupe (interview, 2014) believes the current scenario reinforces the westieneotypediew of
an Africa that ishomogeneoydiseasd, with dictatoshipsand poor economic performande.
South Africa were to take responsibilftyr reporting the African story rather than western news
agenciesthe image of Africa would be different from what itbecause the rest of the world
would take a cue from the people on tp@und who understals the continent better than

anyone else outside of Africa.

Haber(interview,2014)a gr ees t hat S o uytirhtheAdntinents achtsadictinggg e mo n
the spirit of pan Africanisnin that it exports more western and locally produced content, thus
overwhelming other cultures. He is quittloughto point that it is driven by competitioor a
purely business decision
What DSTV has offered mostly until now has been the hegemony ténwesew point.
BBC, CNN, South African Carte Blanche...My sense of DSTV strategy right now is that
they are investing seriously much of their resources in the African continent.... All the
time on TV is the African c orhe lomgeumthéy and
canot comp e'Pandtheir tedhnolbgy (Harbenterview2014).
Harber(interview, 2014) believes that China has the potential totageDSTV and they have
already invested more than $8 billion in the African economy, which includes buying stakes in

media companies likBekunjaloand bringingCCTV. He explainsfurther:

1% |nternet service that provides video on demand (VOD) or audio and video on demand (AVilzb)ealaagely in
the Americas and parts of Europe.
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I definitely think there is aowsdoivdtdlockand i
our competitorsMHow do we dominate themarket? Whatan we do that our competitors
canot? They have been buying African movi

market {nterview,2014).

5.3.3 Continuities and discontinuities
The way theSouth Africanmedia is structured in terms of language, condmiataudiencdends
it the same mentality and attitudé the old order according to Kugeterview, 2014) The
difference is thain the pastthe media asracially aligned but ow it is a mixture of black and
whites elitesThisis consistent witllacobé siew as cited byVasserman and de Beer (2005:38)
that;
Economic imperativesan be seen to have formed the basiSaofut h  Adlitcal c a 6 s
transition, which meant thalhe structuring of stake holding in, among others, the media
industry, was part of aelite consensus based on the principles of liberal democracy and

necliberal economics

The majority of the population imarginalizedandin a way thais interpreted as a continuity.

Discontinuities are few and far in between although it is worth noting that the public broadcaster

does make an effort to broadcast in different languages. There is greater liberation of the media

and freedom. However, Kugeterview, 2014) questions how these freedoms ased. Under

scrutiny, theséreedomsare arguably sed to write tB same old story dwe explains
In the past it was the small sections of the media what they call alternative media which
opposed apartheidhe rest of it used to focus on tkheminant elite, which was the
Afrikaner government. Pogt994 the focus is on the ANC and the DA which implies that
itdéds always elite focused. They never in
many voices...In my view there are more continuities than discontinuitiegpe,
interview 2014)

Ha r b (eterGien,2014)take is more analytical in that he views broadcasting as different from

print. In the last 20 yearthere have been motelevisionandradio stations opened, particularly

private and community radio and TV statioMuch as that is the casdet public broadcaster

still dominates. In printtransformation hato a lesser exterdccurred at the level of ownership

through the Black Empowerment Initiats/éBEE) and significant achievements have been

attained in policy regulation and legislatiand the deacialization of the newsroon{®uncan.

2014) .
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5.4 Conclusion

This chapterpresented findingérom the three ewspaper publications being researched. The
data was divided into three maisectors and threghemes were constructed namely
democratization a country in crisis and kings lifestyl@hese themes were discussed and
dissected to understand how Swazilandeported in the South African medidhe semi-
structured interviewslso revealed three themes tlaaalyzedthe South African media poest
1994.
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CHAPTER 6
ANALYSIS OF THE FINDINGS

6.1 Introduction

This research set out to answer the fundameyuestion:How is Swaziland represented in the
South African mediaTo frame it in contexta follow up question was then posetb what
extentare Sout h Afri cads snd &waailand mfprmed sbg wdstarh imedia
representations of AfricaPhe studyis largelymotivated byglobalizationtheories that situate
South Africaas asub imperialis state wih strong links tathe west To answer the questisn

above five sub sections emerged.

6.2 SA mediarepresentation of Swaziland

6.2.1 Media ownership and control
Sout h Ankedaiowrehsp and control has a striking resemblance to the west (refer to
Figure 2 in Chapter 2). They are both structured in an oligopoly market structure and highly
concentratedThe structures are dominated by private mediapite the fact that tHeABC is a
public broadcaster and |agnificant player in the industryNaspers has a global footprint as
shown inFigures3, 4 and 5 and competes with world conglomerates such as America Online
(AOL) in the provision of internet serviceBhe primary objetive of this model is to accumulate
more wealth and spendess hence focus is on commercialisfwilliams, 2003 Golding and
Murdock, 2000;Hermanand Chomsky,1998) Public mediaorganizationdike the SABC are
drawn and succumb to this modelan attempto recoverhigh capital costs of running media
entities Subsequentlyheyare sucked into the globaligopolistic media structurthat extends
to western media multinationals This can be witnessed through tipeiblic br oadcast er
partnership withMultiChoice to carry all four channels in theMultiChoice DSTV platform
including the 24 hour news channel (Channel 484)ItiChoice DSTV business partnerships
extendto the rest of the African contineahdSwazi WV is also chained to the networ8cholars
such as Teefromasel | i, Wasser man and de Beer (20
environmentas imperialist in that it serves as market for global products whilst the country
pursues its own expansion program to Africa and the rest of the Wdrikl.therefore means
Swazilandbés representation i n thenvidammentoi Af ri

domination and controlThe situation isfurther compounded by the point that most of the
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programs in the South African mediee franchisedrdm western media producers and resold to
the African market The programsrelargely in English languag@mperialist languagejeemed

to bea channebf culturalimperialism (Ryner et al 2004).Figure 6 in Chapter 2 presents an
analysis of28 programs sold in Africa by the SABOf note,ninety eight percerdre produced

in English with someadaptedrom western concepté& majority of these programs are carried
by MultiChoice DSTYV platform that providesore thar200television and radichannels (refer

to Chapter 2)Swaziland thereforeis representecas a market for global and South Afirca
products The collaboration and synerggf South Africa and the weseinforces similarities
between western and South African mediggctly affecing the representation of Swaziland and

Africa becauséhe synergyerves as a conduit of westédrology

The curent media ownership structurproduces unidirectional discoursesbecausethe
corporations control the production infrastructure d@adhnologies South Africa controls
satellite access to the Africaerritory which enhanceshe rapid expansion dfiultiChoice
DSTV to the African markets and beyarMeanwhile,a few private companies in the west have
monopoly access to digital satelllheoadcasting, e.g. News Corporation (BskyB). This structure
according to media imperialism theorist (Mchesney, 1998) promotes capitdliss weakers

local cultures and retards developmente fitodel marginalizes other groups in the interest of
making profits which leads to the negative picture about Africa in the west (CarrdiPark
2000). Swaziland therefore is subjected tmeway massive western and South African
ideological indodatination without reciprocatioecause there are few or no voiceslafrom
Swaziland in the South African media. The above analysis implies that Swaziland is
inadequately representedihe situation is compounddaly the absence of local bureaus and
dedicated correspondents who limelocale As a consequengstories about Swaziland in the
South African media | ack context because of
Hamiltonand Jennef2004) as the swooping of reporters into an area to cover a story which they
have less knowledge offhis researchidentified 173 stories that were generated by three
publications in 2011, two of which are dailies, which significantly indicates lack of interest and
gross underreporting of Swazilantt.is worth mention that the SABC made attempts {1884

to extendits network and bureaus in some African countries but quickly closed them down due

to financial constraints and poor planning (Harber, interview 2014).

The media in South Africa depends on the four giant western news agéteugsrs, AP, AFP,

and Bloonberg for sources of news and information about Africa, a concept rootédein
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